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| CONTAINING 
A COLLECT om 
Wy all the: greateſt 


which G Pe the 


From the Citncian ro our preſent Times, Both' in 
Eygland and all other Nations. 


Vhereunto are added two and twenty 


I. I BB © 

& Sy © 

_— WY, \.__5 
OF E NGLISH 


Mode: rn Divines, 


Famous in their Generations os Learning and Piety ; 
| and moſt of them great Suffcrers in the 
Cauſe of CHRIST. 
As alſo the Life of che Heroical Admiral of France, ſlain in he 
Pariſian com wa 6: of Joaxe Queen of Navar,poiſoneda little before, 


By Ss. 07a7he, Paſtor in B-nxet Fink , London. 
- Theſecond a Corre&ted and Enlarged ; having therwo late Petſe. 


cution cinſerted : the ne in Pjemont : cha other in Poland, 
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| PSA L. 44. 22. 
For thy ſake are we ki''led all the day long,we are accounted as ſheep for the ſlaughter. 
Nihil crus ſenitit in NErVO, « cum anumus eſt in celo ,  Tertul. 
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| TO THE Ss 
CHRISTIAN READER: 


| Eſpecially to the ſuff-ring Saints .in theſe three Nations. 


-- 


Chriitian Reader, 
FROAGFE< Hon haſt here preſented to thy view'tha 
A © ſtrarge fight which ſo much aſtoniſhed Mo- 
gz B8 ſer, Exod. 5.3 Abuſb burning with fire,and not 
FE confuncd: Alively Emblem of the Church, 
«4 oft times all on alight Hame with the fire of 
m" Perſecution, and yet fo far from being con- 


a & P 


{1m 


(can live in the fire: Yet this, not by any ſtrength ofher own, | 
but becauſe the Angel of the Covenant,even the Lord Jeſus | 
[Chriſt is in the buſh,either to ſhack the fire, or to ſtrengthen 

the buſh, and make it incombuſtible. In this Book thou mai. 
eſt ſee,as in a Mirrour,what hath beenthe lot andpottion of 
the Church and people of God from the Creation hitherto, 
wit. Thraigh many tribulations to enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven. Here thou haſt a certaine and infallible mark of the true 
Church of Chriſt,-iz.To be hated and perſecuted by the De- 


Sang uis 
Martyrum 


ed , that The bloud of the Martyrs proves the ſeed of the| 
Church: And iadeed ſheis the only,and true Sulamander,that | /e. 


vil and his inſtruments, Here thou maieſt ſee what 1s the con- 
fant concoſnmitant of the Goſpel, when it is received in the 
love and power of it, viz. Perſecution, according to that of 


| received the word in much affliction, &c. Neither yet is God 
an hard Maſter in dealing thus with his faithfull ſervants: 
He knows that heavy affiGions are the beſt benefaQtors 
to heavenly affections : and that grace is hid in 'nature 
here, 


the Apoſtle, Te becavre followers of us, and of the Lord, having 1 Theſ x 23 eh 


ſemen Eccle- 
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here, as ſweet water in roſe leaves, which muſt have the fire 
of affliion put under to diftillit out. He knows that when 
afflitions hang heavieſt,corrupt aft<ions hang looſeſt upon 
his children. Yet doth not the Lord effi} willingly,nor grieve 
the children of men, to cruſh under bts feet all the priſoners of the 
earth: but he will hereby try who are his indeed and in truth, | 
not'in name and profeſſion only : For as the Eagle tries ow 
young-ones by turning their faces to the ſun beains, ſo thoſe 
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- | before any great Perſecution befell che Churcy,the holy men | 
| zeal,and of the power of godlineſs,or ſome mutuall conten- 
-| fin or other that provoked God againſt them ; and then , as 


| the ſhepherd ſets his dog upon his ſheep , when they goa-| 
| ray to bring them in,akd then rates him off again: So God 


I; | 


| compoſt to manure the Church, their bloud to water it,and 


|]beating : Like Grapes that come not to the proof, till they | 
{| come.to the preſſe : Likes Spices, that ſmell ſweeteſt, when 


TR 


. | Chriſtians that can outface the ſun of Perſecution,are ſincere | 


indeed. 
One thing is very remarkable in this Hiſtory, that uſually 


of thoſe times obſerved that there was ſome great decay of 


tions-and quarrels amongſt the people of God,or ſome ſach! 


lets looſe wicked Periecutors upon his own children, but it's 
only-to bring them in unto him ; and then, he not only rc- 
rains their rage,but caſts the rod into the fice. If judgement 
begin at the houſe of God , what ſhall the end be of themthat obey| 
ot the Goſpel of God ? Much excellent nfe may be made of 
this Hiſtory : As,teaching us, 

- That whoſoever will take Chriſt truly , muſt take his 
Croſſe as well as his Crown, his Sufferings as well as his Sal- 
vation. | 

That perſecution is the bellows of the Goſpel , blowing 
| every ſpark into a flame; and that Martyrs aſhes are the beſt 


make it fertill. TRE? 
That Gods children are like Starres , that ſhine brighteſt 
inthe darkeſtnight : Like Torches that are the better for 


pounded: Like young Trees, that root the faſter for ſhaking : 


{Like Vines,that arc the better for bleeding; Like Gold, that| 


looks | 
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looks the brighter for (couring . Like Glow-worms , that 

7 | ſhine beſt in the dark: Like Juniper that ſmels {weereſt in the 

fire: Like the Pomander, which becomes more fragrant for 
chafing :Like the Palm tree , which proves the better for | 
| preſſing: Like the Camonule, which che more you tread it, 


the more you ſpread it. Yea God knoweth that weare beſt, 
L | when we are worlt, and live holieſt, when we die faſteſt;and 
jp | therefore he frames his dealing to our diſpolition,ſeeking ra- 
ther to profic, then to pleaſe us. 

| | That when God expolerhus to Perſecution, he expeRs our 
E-.% ſpeedy and thorow Reformation , 1f we deſire the afflition 


to be removed. For as it were tono purpole for the Finer 
to put his gold into the fire, except it lie there till ic be re- 
fined : So wereit toſmall purpoſe for God to lay affli tions 
Jour us , if ſo ſoonas we whine and groan under his hand, he 
ſhou!d remove them , betore we be b-ttcred thereby. | 
Whereas afflictions, like Lots Angels, will ſoon away, when 
they have done their errand. Like plaiſters, when the ſore 
1s once whole, they will fall off of their own acco d. 
. That we ſhould with patience ſubmit ro the affliting | 
! hand of the all-wilz God , and our mercifull Father, ſaying 
with the Charch, 1 will bear the zndignation of tbe Lord, be- 
cauſe T have ſinned againſt him: Conſidering allo that impa- 
\tience under affli ion , makes 1t much more grievous. As a 
man ina feaver, that by oſling and tumbling, cxalperates 
the diſcale, and encreaſcth his own grief. | 

That all that will live godly in Chriſt feſus muſt ſuffer perſe- 
cation. It hath been the portion of all the Saints,from the cre. 
ation hitherto. What ſon is there whomthe Father chaſteneth| yeh. no, 
20t ? One ſon indeed God had withont fin, but not withour 
ſorrow; for though Chriſt his naturall Son, was ſene corrupti- 
; one, without corruption, yer not fine correciione, without cor- 
| retion; though he was ſine flagitio, with out crime , yet not] 
| | ſine flagello, without a ſcourge. And if they did theſe things to 
q the green tree , what ſhall be done to the dry? And behold che | 
wonderfull wiſdom of God hercin ? who by theſe afflidtions Luk.23.31. | 
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| ſeparates the ſinne that hates, from the ſon that he loves, 
| and* 
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and keeps him by theſe thorns from breaking over into! 
| Satans pleaſant peſtares , that wopld fat him indeed, butto 


| 
the ſlanghter. 


In an Appendixto this Book, 1 have added the Lives of ſun- 
| | dry.of our Modern JDivines, which | conceive not to be hete- 
| 


 rogenial] to the reſt of the Work; for though they were not 
| Martyrs, yer may they well be {tiled Confeſſors, in regard 

of the great Perſecution and Sufferings, which moſt of them 

met withall whileſt they lived here. And if any ask the rea- 
| {on why I haveadded no more? It is becanſe my intelligence 
| comes in ſo ſlowely; and if ſuch as are able, will take the pains 
toinform me,1 ſhall(if God ſpares lite Jadde more to the end 
Mn of the next impreſſion of my Lives of the Fathers , and 
| modern Divines. Ihope that thele'my weak and poor endea- 
vours will not prove ungratefull, nor be judged unſeaſona- 
ble, conſidering the times wherein we live : For if the ſame 
{ins abound amongſt us in theſe dates, which have been the 


| Premmitns, | forerunners of perſecutions formerly ; we have cauſe to fear ; 
. \Premwms. | the worſt, and to prepare for ir ; Forewarnd , forearmed. +0 
'W 1 The readipg of this Hiſtory will manifeſt what wonderfull ; 

conſtancy and patience the Saints have ſhewed in their 'qI 


| greateſt ſufferings : what hath been the power of Almighty 
Godin their ſupport: and what nuſerable ends many of their 
| |Perſecutors have come to: My hearty defire is , That by 
| reading of this Book, God may have the glory, and thy ſoul 
the comfort, and I ſhall be well appaied for my pains : 


; Who am, | 

| | 

= | | | | 

y = |. | Thine in the Lord | 
l | From my ſtudy in | | 
"= | | Thridndle-ftreet 5 | | 
| | | OXkob. 10, 1659. j 

| Sa. CLrakre. 
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To the Reverend , the Author of the Book , 


CAL GD 
A Generall Martyrologie , &c. 


" F 7 Hat? yer more Books > what ſpirit now inſpires 


' Your Pen to write of Torments, Warres and Fires > 


| 
| 


| What 2 Will char Penthat drew toth' Lite before, 


Change ſtile , draw Death, and ſpcak of Life no more 2 


| What bluſtering Borcas rai{'d theſe itormy W indes, 


Whic!: blew down Churches, thook the ſteddicſt Mindes, 


| Sure Hell's broke looſc , and Devils in the ficſh 


Are come out thence to try their wits afreſh, 
Who cver heard Troy's ſtory with bis cars, 
And could rcſtrain his cies from ſhedding tears ? 


I quake to hear whar Saints in former datcs | 
| Ne're thook to fee! , fo they might win the Bates. 


\They conqucr'd all ; Their patient dispoſition , 


O'rccame borh Pope, and Spaizrſh-lnquiſitton. 

They conquer'd Kir92s ,and won the Crown at laſt 
Preſt towards the Prize , forgetting what was paſt, 
The Story's fad ; 'tis true , yet the Authors skill 
Hath made.that pleaſant which in't felt is il], 
Away long-winded Volumes, Times Ciſcaſe; 

This Author doth our phanſics better pleaſe. 


{Large Books arc endlefſle ; but 'ris his deſign 


Tencloſe great Volumes inhis ſingle Line. 


Eli Awn TI 
SO0009S7G0@TDOCOO06O 


_ "HO 9. 
2 @OGDES —— 


. 
AW 


; 


| 


————_—_— 


{| And you ſhallſce 'tis matter makes a Book, 


A TABLE. 


20 OVAGPRTEARITICIaD 
PPE TT EGODLOEP ETA EDODIED © 


To the Reverend. Mr. $a, Clarke , 


ON HIS 


MARTYROLOGIE: 


| 


H,Welcome home, Divine Drake, welcome home , 
Firſt girdle of the World of Martyrdome. 
Who ſecks tor more, can nonew thing deſcry , 
Y' have lett no room for new diſcovery. 
Theſe Maps and Charts you bring, nay every letter 
Makes you the worlds great Patron, it your Debtor. 


To callt a Map doth buta Part imply , 

'Tis the whole Globe of Martyrologre. þ 7 
Each Picture is a Map, each Figure breaths 

A little hift'ry ot the Martyrs dzaths. | 

P:{2ah's too farre to ſee the Holy-Lazd, 

Stand here on Calcary, and view't at hand. 

Let others brag at large, whole fancy 'ris 

To ſay A SAINT by a Periphraſis. 

Who doththis Book of yours with theirs confer; 

Findes Saiat and Marty? 1n one Character, 

Though (ſome there be) that differ from the reſt 

In judgement , and account ſhort-writring beſt ; | 
Thoſc I am ſure will praiſe you whenthey cye 
Your skill in Tachyhagrography. _ , 
Ttrarc many words make Volumes, do but look 


All Volumes of this Subje& here are ſet 
As't were contracted nan AlphaZet, 

In charactcrs, for brevity, 'tts good 

1 hat Vowels be by Cons'nants underſtood, 
The leaſt is beſt, 1t no efſentiall be 

Wanting to make't a pertect Entitle, 

Man's but the World Eprtomz'd, but this 
Compendium of Saints and Martyrs 1s, 

Its commendation is it ſelf, *tis beſt - 
Though't were without this my Probatum eft. 
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A TABLE. 
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STETESSIVEDOD WP ALD DAD 
A Table of the Names of all thoſe Martyrs that 
are mentioned in this book, 
A B 
Pag.., Pag. 
Bel I Abilas 49 
Ater 21 F. Bakery 261 
Achaz 22| Barbara 78} 
Achilleus 36] Barlaam 75 
F. Addis 385| Bartholomew 75,301 
| SHE 21dio 257 Baudiſon 293 | 
Agathonica 39| Iſa. Beard 390 
Agapetus 48) de Beck 317 
Agatha FI Benjamin 81 
eAgathon 52| Bergerius 322 
Agnes 77\ M.Bertino 422 
Agricol 75 | Bertrand 292 | 
Aimert * 147| D. Berto 36L 
Alcibiades 44\ Bethin 305 
eAlexander 36,49| Bublides 42 
Algerius 270| de Bile 193 
Aloiſins 271] Blandina 41 
Ammonarios SI Bloudel 3 20 
Andas 81 F. de Boiſons 268 
Amnthimus 64 | B. Boy 340 | 
 Andoclus 47 F. de Boſcane 3ZOL 
Axrdrew 29|F. de Boſſu 350 
'GF. Annick 203| Bovellw 271 
Anthea 36|4.du Bourg 328 
Apollonia 5I| F.Bribard 318 
Apollonits 45} P.Bruly 289 
Areth 22 &S., Brunes 317 
Arias 254\ W.Burgate 261 
Arnald 263] MW. Burges tb. 
Antemius 83] N. Burtoz 260 
Armand 422 
Aſclepiades 47 C 
Aſyriu 59 | 
Athanaſia 75 eAcalla 235 
Athanaſius 35 (alepodius 48 
eMttalus 41 |FaCalumn 33S 
A. Audebert 320 | Campbel 351 
Auſtin 290' A. Canus 316) 
de Cadurco 


A TABLE. 


de Cadurco. 316 Euſebius, 45, 38 
G. Carpenter. ''28 Z Euftachtus. 3 6 
Carpus. 39 Evſtratius. 64 | 
Fo, Caſtellant, 316 | 
Cecilia. 47 £ 
Cheremon. $I — Aber. 293 
P, Chapot. 319, C.f Far. 290 
Charlin. I35| Fabian. 49 
Choler. I95| Paninus. 264. 
F. Clarke. 315] Fanuftinns. 36 
Claudine. 317,321} Felicitas. 39,47 
N, Clivet. 326\ Ferdinando, 251 
F. (otard. 318  H, Forreſt. 378 
{ I. Cockan. I94; T. Foyret. 365 
(Concord. 40 | My, Fournier, 331 
C. Contnh. 297 | CAMis.Fraikland, 384 
Conſtantino. 258) Frudueſus, 59 
Martha (ont antine 421 M, Fruen. 197 
F. Coomans. 302 | 
B, Copin. L31 G 
F. Cornon. 6: 4 #; Amba. 270 
| P. Coulogue, 305 5| TE. Garcimo, 422 
| F. Cowder. 351 ”. Gardiner. 275 
| H. Cowell, 391 | C.Gauderin. 303 
| Crontn. | 50 | P.Gaudet, 16 
Cyprians 56] George. 76 
yrill us. v4 | \ Germanicus, 39 
D Gerlaſtus, 35| 
| 2s Imoxet. 322] Glee. 335 
# Dronyſrus. 35 | C. Grrard. 15 
D1onyſta. 51,9 bo) Grraudg. 147 | 
| Dommces. 266| Grslitzky, 197 
Domitius. 83] Godfrid, 293 
| P. Domo. 337 | F. Gorſalvo. 250 
Dorothew. 64 | M. Gontn. Ji7 
P. Dorzeky. I93| GQGordus. 73 
E Gorgonuse 64. 
Cklin. 391I| N. Gourlay. 364. 
| Eleazere I9| Granuelle. 326 
Elutherius. 36 
Emtlianus. 83 H 
Encenas. 264|P. F_} Amilion 363 
F. Exeliſh. 319|P. * + Hamliy, 324 
Enraudus. 108 | L. Harapt. I92| 
Epimachus. 51|B. Hetbor. IIS 
| F, Efeh. 278| Hermes. 36 
Eulalia. 76! Hermogies. 76 
| b 2 Herwin\ ___ 
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PERSECUTIONS 


Mentioned in the 


Cuavp.l. 
The Perſecution of the Church in the firſ Ages of 


Old Teſtament. | 


 —— 


the World, and ſo forward will the Incarnation of 
Chriſt © 


FR HE firſt Murtherer and Perſecutor that was in the 

w VVorld, was the Devil, and the firſt method and 
means thathe made uſe of to carry on this perſe- 
cution, was by ſubrilty and large promiſes, that 
by eating the forbidden fruit , they ſhould have 
their eyes opened, and ſhould be as gods knowing good 
and evil : and hereby he drew our firſt Parents 
from their Obedience unto God,and cheated them 
of that bleſſed and happy eſtate which God had created them in, Since 
which time his enmity againſt the Churchand Children of God hath 
never ceaſed : bnt by his effeFual working in the Children of dif- 
obedience, he hath provoked and ſtirred up one man to be rhe Perſecu- 
tor and Devourer of another : Thus he provoked Catz to riſe up 
againſt, and to ſlay his brother 4#el, and though the Scripture 
be ſilent how the wicked (arzites, the ſons of men, behaved 
themſelves towards the ſons of God ; yer doubtleſs they perſe- 
cuted them with the torſbue, if they proceeded no further. Can we 
imagine that Noah,that was a Preacher of Righteouſneſs in the midſt of a 
perverſe generation,could eſcape without hatred,ſcorn and contempt ? 
How many jeers ( think ye) had he whileſt he was building the Ark , 


| as doting and dreaming ( not of a dry Summer, but)of a wet winter? 


the earth in his days was ſaid to be corrupt and filled with Violence , 
which violence certainly was principally exerciſed ACT 
B.. 


Gen, 3.5. 


Nodb. 


 Gen.6,17s 


_— 
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247 . of God: And afterwards when the world was reduced toa very ſmall 
number,yct then Satan had his curſed Ham that perſecuted and mock- 


| brought unto bis father their eLilrepor:, verſe 2.Was he nor afterwards 

| caſt intoa pit by them2Le-.24.71 hen ſold ro the 1ſhmael:tiſh Merchants, 

| who carricd him into E2ypt, ver.28,There he was perſecuted by his 

| whoriſh Miſtriſs,Ger.39.17,18.Calt into priſon,where his feet were hurt 

| with fetters, and he was laid i; irons, Plal.105.18. But theſe were but 
{mall perſecutions in compariſon of thoſe which followed. 


| Th: I/radtizes| For when the Children of 1/7ael were multiplied in Egypt , Pharaoh 


in Egypt. King of E-ypt ſcr over them Task-maſters ro afHict chem with their 
burdens,Exod.1.11.thinking thereby to cat up,and wear them out;and 
when that prevailed not, they made them ſerve with 1igour, and they 
1m.e their lives bitter with the hard bondage 1m Mortar, and in Brick, and 
in all manner of ſervice in the field ; all the ſervice wheretz they made them 
ſer ve,was with rigour, ver. i 3,14.And when this prevailed not, the King 
| commanded the Midwives, Siphrah and Puah, when they diathe office of 
| a Midwife to the Hebrew womer., and ſaw them upoz the ſtools, if they were 
delivered of a ſon,they ſhould preſently kill him,ver.15,16. and when theſe 
Midwives neglectcd his commands, ,he charged all ts people that every 
ſon that was tory tothe Iſraelites, ſhould Le caſt into the river Nllus, v.22. 


| Aoſes, Moſes was perſecuted by Pharaoh, who ſought to ſlay him ; which 


' cauſed him ro fly into the Land of Hidian, Exodus 2, 15, And 
| when God ſent him back into Egypt to deliver his people from the 
houſe of bondage, how did Pharaoh perſevere and procecd in his per- 
ſecuting the people of God : he cauled ſtraw to be taken from them , 
and yet the number of Bricks to be continued ; and when the task was 
not done, the Officers of the Children of Iſrael were.cruelly Leaten,ver,14. 
| ' And when God had brought out his people with an high hand from 
- | under the Tyranny of the Egyptians, and carried them into the wilder. 
neſs, how did Satan ftir- up ſome ſons of Bel:al againſt Xoſes and 
Moſes and 42-| Aaron, even Korah, and his complicies, two hundred and fifty Princes, 
ror. | who cried our againſtthem, Ye take too much upon you , ſeeing all the 
(onorepation are haly,even every ove of them, Numb. 16. 3. Afterwards 
when the children of 1ſ-ael were ſztled inthe land of Canaan, they 
were often grievouſly oppreſſed, and perſecuted by the wicked and I- 
dolatrous nations that lived amongſt them, and round about them ; as 
| firſt by Chuſhaz-R;ſhathaim, King of Meſopotamia , who tyrannized over 
| tj inthe | them eight years Fudg.3.8.Then by Eglon King of Moab,who flew ma- 
me of the | ny of them, and oppreſſed them etghteen years,v. 13,14.Then by the 
Judges, Philiftines,v.32. Then were they mightily oppreſled for twenty years 
togerher,by Fab:,King of Canaan, ſud; ; 
perſecute them with ſo much cruelty, that they were forced to fortake 
their houſes, and to make them Dens and Caves inthe Mountains, to 


” 


8.4.2,3.Thendid the 2/d:anites 


| 


——_ "| ed his ownfather,the righteous Noah. VVas not Lot alfo perſecuted and 
Tſu46. ſcoffed art ia Sodom 2 Gen. 19.9. Iſaac in Abrahams houſe mocked by 1/- 
Facob. | mael2Gen. 21.9. Was notFacob hated and perſecuted by his brother 

| EſautGen.27.41.Foſeph by his brethren? Gez. 37. 4. and that becauſe he | 


\ 


ſhelter / 


a 2 aaa atantt] 


| mentioned in the Old Teſtament. => - | 


| ſhelter and hide themſelves from them , Fudg.6.2, yea for ſeyen years] 
rogether they tyrannized over them ; and when the 1/rael;rs had ſowen! 
theirland , they came up in ſuch multitudes , that they defroyedrhe in-' 
creaſe of the earth, and left no ſuſtenance for Iſrael neither fheep,nor oxe,nor 
aſſe,ver.3,4. Then the Phil;tjnes again , and the Ammonites Lorded it 
over 1ſracl , and brought them into great diſtreſſe for eighteen years , ber 
Fudg.ro WF After that the Philiſtives yet againe oppreſſed them for forty e,- 
years together, Fadg.13.1. Andafterwards they flew of them in two | 
battels thirty four thouſand, and carried away the Ark of God allo, | 
ISam.4.2,10,11,Then in Saws time,theſe Philiſtines ſo diſtreſſed 1ſrael, | //r4ctin Saut's 
that the people were forced ra hide themſelves iz caves and thickets, and in | * 
rocks, andin high places, andin pits; yea ſome of them forſook their own 
country, azd fled beyond Fordan, 1 Sam.13.6,7. and the land was ſoen- 
ſlaved to them , that there was net a Smith to be found in Iſrael, but the 
Pphiliſlines either flew them , or carried them away captives , ſo that the 
Iſraelites were fain to go to the Philiſtines to have their inſtruments of 
husbandry ſet in order,ver.19,20. | 
{| How David was perſecuted by Saul all his time , the Scripture doth | David. 
amply ſet forth, 1.54” 19.6. and was not he perſecuted grieyoully , 
when curſed and railed upon by Shimei,z Sam, 16.5,6,8c. The Church 
| of God was afterward perſecuted under Rehoboarms reign , by Shiſhak 
King of Egypt , who took Feruſalem ,and carried away the Treaſures of 
the Lords houſe, and of the Kings houſe into Zgypr. And again under 
Aſa,by Baaſba King of 1ſrael,x King. 15,16. and by Zerah the Ethiopian, 
who came againſt Fudah with an Army of a thouſand thouſand men , and 
three hundred chariots,2 Chron. 14.9. Yea ſo malicious and ſubtile is Sa- | 
tan that he ſometimes ſtirs up one Saint to perſecute another ; as he ſtir- 
red up good King eſa to perlecute the Prophet of the Lord who dealt | ſz perſecures 
plainly and faithfully with bim , by caſting him inco priſon, 2 Chrop. | * Propher, 
I6.10, 
Michaiahal\ſo was perſecuted and impriſoned by Ahab, 2 Chron.18. | avichainh. 
25,26. Under Fehoſaphas the Church of God was perſecured by the 4 
| Moabites, Ammonites and Edemites, whom God deſtroyed by ſetting of | Gods judge- 


1 King.14-25, 
. 26; 


Jaudab under 
the Kings, 


. me - 
them one againſt another, 2 Chrox.20.23, h—_ 


Elijah was perſecuted . Abab and Feſabel , 1 King. 18.10. and 19.2, | ij. 
| The Prophets of the Lord were ſlain by Feſabel , 1 King.18. 13. Eliſha| 4%: 
| was hated and perſecuted by Jehoraws.2 King.6.31.in the reign of this Je- 

| horam,the Philiſtines and Arabians mightily oppreſſed Judah,z Chro. 21. 
16,17. Then Athaliah by murthering rhe Kings ſeed,uſurperh the King- 
| dom , and tyrannizeth five years,z Chro.22.10. Jeaſhin his reign ſlayeth 
Zechariah for reproving him , 2 Chron, 24. 21. The Church was op- | Zecharie 
preſſed at theſame time by the Syriaxs., ver. 23. and afterwards alſoin} © 
| the reign of Abaz, 2 Chron.28.5. and about the fame time the King of 
Iſrael ſlew of Judah a hundred and twenty thouſand, and carried away | , ©... .z x 
captive two hundred thouſand men , women and children. Jud«h was ED 
allo oppreſſed by the Edomites, ver. 17. and by the philiſf;nes , yer.18. 
and by the King of 4ſyr1s, ver.20; andchap. 32.1. Manaſſes perſecuted ; 
B 2 the | 


"—_— 
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The Perſecution of the Church ” 


T{ai ak, 


Jer.24-1,&c, 


| Feremizh. 


The 3 Chil- 


dren, 


Daniel. 


Mord ai. 


Iſract after the 
Captivity. 


Nehe. 2.19. 
3nd OL 3Z '8. 


- | Nehemiah, 


| zed over Judah, 2 Chron.26.3. and after him NebuchadrezFar;v 6; &C. 


the Prophet 7ſatah for reproving him , and cauſedhim to be ſawn aſun- 
der with a wooden ſaw. Joſephus. Atterwards Pharaoh Nechatyranni- 


and ſothe fins of Fudah being come to the ful}, che good figgs were car- 
ried away captive-to Bablen , and the land afrerwards was wholly laid 
waſte and deſtroyed : which being foretold by the Prophet Jeremiah, | 
the wicked Fews, firſt perſecuted him with the tongue, Jer.1 8.18, then | 
was he ſmitten,aad pur into the ſtocks, Fer.20. 2, then was he indanger 
of death by the Preiſts and falſe Prophers , Fer. 26,8, then was -he impri- 
ſoned by Zedekiah, Jer.32-2,3- then he is beaten, and again pur into pri- 
ſon,Fer. 37.15. and after thar caſt intro a dungeon, where he ſtuck in the 
mire , Fer-38 6. then by the wicked Captains he was carried into Eeypr, 
Fer.43.6,7. What grievous affiftions che Church and people of God 
endured abour this time , ſee it ſer forth to the life in the book of the 
Lamentations. 

In the rime of the Captivity , the three Children were perſecuted by 
Nebuchadne7Far,and thrown into the fiery tornace, for retufing to wor- 
ſhip his golden Image , Da», 3. 23. Dantel was perle: uted by Darixs his 
Courtiers,and caſt into the Lions den, Dan.6.16, Mordecai was hated 
and perſecuted by Haman,and a Decree procured for the murthering of 
all the people of God in one day, Efth.3.13. 

After the return of the Jews from captivity , the people of the Land 


laboured to weaken the hands of the men of Fud4h , and troubled them | 
inthe building of the Temple , and hired Counſellors againſt them to 
accuſe them to Cyrus, and Ahaſuerus : they wrote allo againſt them ro! 
Artaxerxes , that they were a rebelliou3 people, and that it they thould 
be ſuffered to build Jerwſalem, they would neither pay toll , tribute, nor cu- 
om tothe King, Ezra. 4.4,8c. and having by this malicious ſuggeſtion 
gotten authority, they came upon the poor people ot God , and enforced 
them to give over thiir worke, Yea. and afterwards, when by the com- 
mand of the Lord, the Jews had again ſet upon the building, Tatzai and 
Shether-Boſnai came up todiſcourage anddiſcharge them from ir; and 
when this prevailednot , they wrote againſt them to King Darizs. 
Apain , when Nehemiah came to Jeruſalem, and began to build the wall 
of the City , how were they ſcorned and jeered by Suxballat , Tobiah and 
Geſhem-? And when the work proſpered in their hands , and jeers would 


| 


not prevaile to ſtop it , they then conſpired to fight againſt Jeruſalem , 
and ſo to hinder it; bur neither that prevailing, by reaſon of the prudent 
carriage of Nebemiah,they then ſought toentrap him, and by deſtroying } 
him , to hinder the work ; Nehe.6.2. Then they accuſed the people of | 
| God of treaſon and rebellion, ver.6,c. Then they hired a falfe Pro- 
phetto terrefie Nebemiah,ver.10,12, Then they corrupted, and held in- 
relligence with ſome 'of the Nobles of J»sd4h to betray him ; notwith- 
ſtanding all which deſignes, God preſerveth Nehemiah,and the building 


| of Jeraſalem is finiſhed. And thus farre the ſacred Scriptures of the 


{Old Teſtament have given us a certain Regiſter of the Perſecutions ,}| 


— » 


| Martyrdomes and ſufferings of the Church and children of God for | 
| the 
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. from Nehemiah to Antiochus bis time. | 5 


. 
— —— 
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| the ſpace of about three thouſand five hundred years; from the creation 
| of the world, tothe Reſtauration of the Fewiſh Polity under Nehemiah: | 


| 


Cm 


{The Perſecution of the Church from Nehemiah to 


| Anticchus br time, 


againſt him , that he ſlew him in the Temple; Bagoſes being informed | g:ſe. 
? | hereof, came with his Army to Fersſalews, and kept the Jews in bondage 
? ſeven years , making them tributaries , ſo thar before they conld offer 
0 their daily ſacrifice , they were compelled to pay for every Lamb,fifty 
Drachmes. After the death of John, Faddws his ſonne ſucceeded in the 
{ prieſthood, in whoſe time Alexazaey the Great - paſſed over the Helle- 
ſpont,and having overcome the Lieutenant of Daria, he conquered ma- 
ny countries in Aſia minor, intending ſuddenly ro come upon Feruſalem. 
Faddus being informed of his intent;on, was ſore afraid; he therefore 
offered (acritice , and commanded the peopleto maketheir prayers unto 
God , for direction and protection in this common danger : and when 
he heard that Alexander approached, he cauſed the Prieſts and people 
to put on white garments, and himſelf, attired in his Prieſtly robes , went 
| before them; when Alexander eſpied them , he himſelf marched be- 


: Frer the death of Eliaſhib the High- Prieſt, Fudar his ſonne ſucceed- 
; A ed, andafter him Fohn his ſonne , which Fohn had a brother called 
[ Feſus , who was much favoured by Bagoſes , Generall of Artaxerxes , 
t | who promiſed him the Prieſthood , which made him take occaſion to 
| quarrel with his brother Fo» , who thereby was ſo muchprovoked — 


Prayer intimes 
of danger. 


p fore the reſt of his company , and coming to'the High-Prieſt, he fell 
; | down on his face before him : then did all the Jews circle him in round 
] | about, and with one voice ſaluted him. Alexaxders chief Commanders 


were wonderfully aſtoniſhed at this deportment of the King , and 
chought he was out of his wits: and Parmenio ſtepping to him, asked 
him what he meant thus to adore the High-Prieſt of the Jews,when as 
; all other men adored him*; «Alexander anſwered, I doe not adore him, 
bur that God whom the High-Prieſt worſhipeth for in my ſleep I 
1 ſaw him in ſuch an habit when I was in Macedonia, conſulting with 
my ſelf how I might conquer 4/4; and he bad me to makenodelay.af- 
ſaring methar he would both guide me and my Army ,and would deli- 
ver the Empire of the Perſians intomy hands: Then | gi he the High- 
Prieſt his hand, and went with him to the City , and comming to the 
Temple , he offered ſacrifice according tothe direRion of the High- 
Prieft; then did Jaddes ſhew him Daniels Prophecy , wherein his vi- 
|ortes over the Perſ7ans , and his Monarchy were foretold , which much 
rejoyced Al:xander: then did he command the Jews to atk ſome fa- 
vours at his bands; the PIs requeſted onely that they wy | | 
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: [live after the Ordinances of their forefathers, and that every ſeventh 


year they might be exempted from taxes and tributes , which he fully 
granted: they beſought him likewiſe that the Jews which were in Me- 


| | diaand Babilon, might be permitted to live after their own Laws, which 


he willingly promiſed , and ſo departed - this was about the year of the 
world 3 632. and before Chriſts nativity 33 2. 

Afﬀeerthe death of Alexander , his Kingdom was divided amongſt his 
Captains , amongſt whom Ptolemy the ſon of Lagus held Egypt , who 
falling out with Ant:zzonws that held 47a minor , there grew great wars 
between them , wherein Ptolemy won from him all Syrza, and going to 
Jeruſalem on a Sabbath day under pretence to offer ſacrifice, the Jews 
ſuſpeRing nothiog , he ſurpriſed che City , carrying away many of the 
Jews into captivity into Zgypt : but after his death, his ſon Prolemy Phi- 
ladelphus at his owne coſt redeemed an hundred and twenty thouſand 
of them, paying twelve Crowns apeece for eachof them, and ſent them 
back into their owne countrey: He ſentalſo by them fifty talents of gold 
tor the temple, and obtained of ZleaFer the High Prieſt , the Law of 
the Jews, and 72 Interpreters (out of every Tribe ſome ) who tran- 
{lated it into Greek in 72 daies : and having finiſhed their work , Pto- 
lemy returned them with great rewards for themſelyes , and with many 
rich preſents to EleaJer. 

Antioshus and Ptolemy being at war each againſt other , the Jews ſuf- 

fered much by them , Mach.1. | 


ColleRed out'of Foſephae. | 


Cray. III, 


T he perſecution of the Church of God under Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes, beforethe nativity of Chriſt 
about 168 years. 


A Fter wards the Jews being divided amongſt themſelves , one part 


Apoſtates. 


£ Yotthem wentto Antiochus , telling him that their purpoſe was to 
forſake the Religionand Ordinances of their forefathers , and to fol- 
low that of the Kings, and to live 2fter the manner of the Greeks , en- 
treating him to licenſe them to live in Jeruſalem ; which Antiochus al- 


| ſenting ro, they went to Feruſalem,where they behaved themſelyes very 


wickedly, but finding oppoſition from the other party of the Jews, 
they ſent for Antiochws, who led hisarmy againſt Jeruſalem, and encam- 
ped before it , and by his faction within, had the gates opened, and the 
Cityberraied to him, about the year of the'world 3796. and before 
the nativity of Chriſt 168, | 


[-; i Being entred Jeruſ«lews' he ſlew many of the faithfull Jews, and ha- 
{yang taken great ſpgils , he reru rned back to Artoch, | 
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| a ppointed Over-ſcers to conſtrain them to fulfill his Commandments, 


| and vvherc any books of the ſacred Scriptures vvere found, they-de- 


under Antiochus Epiphanes. 


Two years atter he came to Feruſalem again, and having ſeen what! 


uantity of gold Was in the Temple , and what a huge number of 
Preſents and precious Ornaments were inthe ſame, he was ſo over- 
come with covetouſneſs,rthat he violated all conventions and conditions 
formerly made,equally raging againſt his own and the adverſe party , 
ſparing neither friend nor toe:then he ſpoiled che Temple,and carried 
away tie Veſſels dedicated unto God, the golden Table, the golden 
Candleſtick,the Cenſers, &c. leaving nothing behind him of any va- 
lue;yea,he inhibired the godly Fews tromoffering their uſual and dai- 
lie ſacrifices to God;and having ſpoiled the whole City,he flew many 
of the Inhabirants,and carried the reſt away into Caprivity,with their 
Wives and Children, to the number of ten thouſand : He alſo burned 
the faircſt buildings of the City,and brake down the wals.and raifed 
a Fortreſs in the lower City, and having incloſed 1t with high wals , 
he planted a Garifon of Macedonians therein, with whom remained | 
the ſcum of the Apoſtate Fews. He alſo cauſed an Altar to be erced | 
in the Temple, on which he commanded ſwine to be offered in Sacrii 
fice, contrary to the Law. | 
He conſtrained the Fews to forſake God,aud adore thoſe Idols which 
himſelf vvorſhiped ; he forbad themto circumciſe their Children and 


{o that many for fear of puniſhment conformed themſelves ro his will; 
But ſuch as were of upright hearts , and valiant minds, little reſpected 
his menaces; whereupon they were beaten, and expoſed to cruel pu- 
niſhment many days together , in the midft of which they vielded up 
the ghoſt ; for after they were whipt,and maimed in their bodies,they 
were tortured and crucified; the women vvere ſtrangled, and the cir- 
cumciſed children vvere hung up about the necks of their parents ; 


faced , and burnt them, and ſuch with vvhom they vvere found, vvere 
put to moſt cruel deaths. 

At this time there dvveltat Modin (a Village of Fury) one vvhoſe 
name was Matthias, a Pricſt of the rank of Foarsb; that had five ſons , 
Fohn called Gaddis, Simon called Matthes, Fudas called Maccatews, Elee 
azer called Aaron, and Joxathan called Apphas. This Matthias often 


A ntiochus robs 
the Tcmpie, 


Forbideth the 
daily ſacrifice. 


His Cruel lf. 


Chriſtian cori- 
rage, 


The Scriptures 
burner. 


complained to his ſons of the miſerable ſtate of their Countrey, of the 
ſacking of their City, the profanatiou of the Temple, and the miſe- 


rics of the people, telling them, that it was better for themto die for 
che Law, thento live in Ignominy. VVhen therefore the Kings Commt- 
ſaries came unto Modin , and commanded the people to ſacrifice ac- 
cording to the Kings Edi& they firſt applied themſelves to Matthi.45 
as to the moſt Honourable perſon amongſt them, requiring him firſt 
to offer ſacrifice,that others might follow his example, promitfing that 


Matthias his 
Zcal. 


the King vvould much honour him for it. Matthias anſvvered that he. 
vvould by no means commit that Idolatry , aſſuring them , that though 
all other Nations , either for love or fear, ſhould obey the Edidts of 
Antiochus, yetthat he , nor his children could be induced to forſakethe 


A nobleReſo- 
lution. © 


Religion 


_—_IOC 


"5 be & -x aw. 4 ON 
Y 2 > REF A 
7% 


| 


His death. | 


Fa 8 | 


The Perſecution under Antiochus Epiphanes. 


7 Religion of their fathers : As ſoon as he had thus ſpoken, 2 certain 


Zeal. 


T he Fews 


murthered, re-! 


fuſing to fighr 
oa the Sabbath 
day. 


Mattbias his 
ſickneſs» 


His counſel to 
his (ons. 


Few ſtepped forth to offer ſacrifice according to the command of the 
King,wherewith Matthias,inflamed with zeal, was ſo diſpleaſed, thar 
he and his ſons fell upon him, and with their ſwords hewed him to 
pieces z healſo flew Apelles the Kings Caprain, and ſome other foul- 
dicrs,who would have withſtood him. Then he overthrew the Altar, 
and with a loud voice, he faid, f any one be affeRed to the Laws of their 
fathers, ad tothe ſervice of God, let him follow me? and {o he retired 
into thedeſerts with his ſons ; the like did the reft, with their wives 
and children, hiding themſelves incaves and dens. The Kings Cap- 
rains having intelligence hereof, with the Gariſon that was in the Ci- 
radel at Feriſalem,they purſued them ingo the deſert, and having over- 
taken them, they firſt endeavoured by perſwaſions to draw them to 
Idolatry; but the Fes abſolutely retuung to yicld to their wicked wils, 
reſolved rather to die then to ſubmit to them,and to commit ſuch im- 
| piety 5 whereupon theſe bloody perſecutors aſſailed them on the Sab- 
bath day, and burned them in their caves , who neither reſiſted their 
enemies, nor cloſed up the mouths of their Caves, ſuppoſing it to be 
2 violation of the Sabbath,if they ſhould fight or work upon that day; 
ſome thouſands of men, women and children were there ſtifled ; yer 
divers eſcaped, who joined themſclves with 2Zatthias, and choſe him 
for their Captain. Then did he inform them, that they ought to fight 
on the Sabbath day, it they were aſlailed by their enemies, and pre- 
vailed with them not to be guilty of their own death,by their negle& 
to defend themſelves ; and ſo having aſſembled a ſufficient number, he 
deſtroyed the Altars,and flew thoſe that had forſaken their Religion : 
' commanding others to circumciſe their Children, and driving thoſe 
from every place, whom eAztzochus had ſet toſee his Laws executed. 
Bur when he had thus governed one year, he fell ſick, and perceiving 
his end to approach, he called his ſons, and exhorted them to follow 
his ſteps in maintaining the Law of God,and fighting for their Coun- 
rrey, telling them, that then they ſhould have God for their Affiſter, 
who will not forſake thoſethat love and fear him, but taking pleaſure 
in their vertues, will once more grantthem favour to recover their 
former peace and liberty;and ſaith he,God will e#abl:iſb you i the poſſeſ- 
ſion of your ancient Laws ; and though our bodies be mortal, and ſubjet unto 
death, yet the memory of our Uirtuous aFtons is eufraxchiſed by mmortality z 
make therefore no difficulty to hazard your lives in ſo good a cauſe'; But 
abowue all things I exhort you unto concord, and in whatſoever any one of ou 
ſhall be found more naturally apt and fitted then another, let him proſecute the 
ſame without any coutradifiton from the reſt : 1 charge you tootey your brother 
Simon ( who is a Palitich and Valiant man ) in whatſoever he ſhall coun- 
ſel you : but make Judas your Captain, who is both valiant aud ftrong, 
for be ſhall revenge the 1njuries aud out-rages which have been done to our 
Nation, aud ſhall put our enemies to flight; ſecond him therefore with mes of 
valour, and ſuch as fear God, and by this means you ſhall be ſure to prevail. 
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| gather op his tributes - and in the meane time he made Lyfe his Vice- 
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© TheLifeof Judas Maccabeus. 


Cnae. LV. 
The Life of Judas Maccabeus: 


A Frer Matthias his death , F#das took upon him the government of 


thewars , and by the help of his brethren , and other Fews , he 
crave the enemies out of the countrey, purg ng the land of all the an- 
cleaneſs that had been brought into it. But when 4pollonizs , who 
| was Antioch his Generall in Samara, heard of it , he gathered his 
Army together, and invaded F#dea , againſt whom Maccabers went 
forth, and after a terrible battel , overthrew him, flew «Apofonizs and 
many of his ſouldters ; took his Camp , and therein a very rich booty 
and Fudes gat Apollonius his {word for his part in the ſpoil. Then Serox 
Governor of C#loſyria gathered all his forces together , and hired ma- 
ny Apoſtate Fews to joyn with him, and ſo marched againſt Fuds as 
far as Bethoron : Fudasallo advanced towards him , but when he per- 
ceived that his ſouldiers were unwilling to fight , by reaſon of the in- 
equality of their numbers , and for that they had eaten no meat , but 
had faſted for a long time , he encouraged them, ſaying, that che means 


Apollonins 
ſlain, 


| bur in their devotion towards God ; wheregf they had evident exam- 
| ples in their forefathers , who with a ſmall number, had often defeared 

| many thouſands of their enemies, cc, Hereby he ſo prevailed with 
his ſouldiers , that , dreadleſsof the number of cheir enemies , they all 
rogether ran upon Seroy , and after a cruel fight, routed his Army , and | 
ſlew him together with eight hundred of the Syrians ; The reft eſcaped 
by flight. 

" nine hearing of theſe things , was highly diſpleaſed , and there- 
| fore he afſembled all his forces ,and hired many mercenaries , bur ha- 
ving muſtered his Army, he found that his treaſure failed him to pay 
ſo great a multitude ; whereupon he reſolved, firſt togo into Perſie ,to 


gerent, a man of greate eſteem with him , and one that . governed all 
the counties from Euphrates to tie borders of Ezypt: with him he alſo 
left ſome Elephants , and part of his Army, commanding him ex- 
| prefly ;rhar when he had conquered Fudea be ſhonld make the inha- 


forthem, and that he ſhould deftroy Jer»ſalem , and utterly aboliſh 
that race. Lyſias having received this commandment , fent Ptolemy , 
Nicanor , and Gorgias ( men of great authority abont the King ) with an 
Army of forty thouſand Foot, and feven thouſand Horſemen ; toin- 
vade Jury; who marching as far as the City Emmaye, encamped in the 
field; and increaſed their Army with many Syrians, and Apoſtare Jews, 
There came alſo divers Merchants a long with them to buy thepriſo-j 


the 


to obtain the victory , conſiſted not in the greatneſs of their number, |, 


| di 


bitants thereof his flaves , and ſell them to thoſe that wonld give moſt | crpel com, 


mand. 


| ners that ſhould be taken , bringing _ along withthemto manacle| | 


Fudeencou- 
I aged his ſonlb» 
ers. 
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as The Life of Judas Maccabeus, 
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Faſting and 
prayer b:fore 
che barrel. 
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Awonderfall 
y Rory. 


Gorgiss flics. 


\ the priſoners withall. Judas baving viewed the Camp , and number of 


| for now if y-u fight valiantly , you may recover your liberties , which oweht 
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his enemics , encouraged his ſouldiers , exhorting them to repoſe their 
confidence and hope of victory in God - he alſo appointed a Feſt , that 
they might humble themſelves , and call upon God , by ſupplications 
and prayers, for fuccels in ſuch an extreame danger. Then he cold them 
that God would have compaſſion upon them , aud give them ſtrength 
ro {tand againſt their enemies-, and to put them ro ſhime. The next 
day he marthalled his Army by thouſands, and by hundreds , and ſent. 
away all that were newly married , or that had lately bought peſ;fli- 
ons , according to the Law. And rnen he ſaid untothereſt : Ay coun- 
trymen and companions, we never yet had any eccaſion more nece(ſary.w herein 
we ought to expreſs our cenrages , and contemn dangers , then at this preſent : 


| 


the more to be priſed , becauſe thereby you may win opportunity to ſer'.e Gd, 
and ſo live an happy life : but if ye prove cowards in the fight , you ſhall be 
branded with perpetuall infamy , and hazard the utter extirpation of eur 
N ation. Think therefo-e, that if you fight ot, you must die : and on the con- | 
trary, aſſure your ſelves that in fighting for your Religion, Laws and Liberty , | 
you ſhall chtain immortall glory : be ready therefore, that to marrow morning | 
you may bid your enemies battel, Immediately news was brought him, 
that Gorg:4s with five thouſand foot, and a thouſand horſemen , was 
ſent forth under the conduct of ſome fugitives. by night co fall upon 
him; - whereupon he reſolved the ſame night to break into the enemies | 
Army whileſt they were thus divided, Having therefore retreſh-d himſelf 
and Army, leaving many fires in his Camp thereby ro decerve the ene- | 
my ,, he marched all nightroſeck chem our, Gorgzas finding that the Fews 
had forſaken their Camp, conceited that for tear they were fled into the 
mountains, and therefore he reſolved to ſearch them our diligently. But 
in the morning, '#das accomp.nied only with three thouſand men. and 
thoſe but ill armed becauſe of their poverty , (hewed himſelt to the e- 
nemies that were at Emmaws,and having viewed their war)tke diſcipline, 
and mighty number, and how well they were incamped, he encouraged 
his followers ro fight v+lantly , t:]ling them, chat God would acliver 
their enemies into cheir hands, and thereupon cauſing his Trumpers'ro 
found , he ruſhed in upon his enemies «1th ſuch tury and reſolution , as 
altogether affrighted and diſcouraged them z and having {line ſuch as | 
reſiſted , he purſued the reſt astarre as the plains of 7dume4, &c. In this 
fight -bour three thouſand . of the enemies were {lain ; yer would he 
not ſuffer his ſouldiers to take the (pail , telling chem, rh as yer they 
were to fight with Gorgias 4nd his Army , but fo ſoon as they had 
(through Gods mercy). with the lik val. ur beaten them, they, might 
then ſecurcly enrich chemſclycs by the prey. ot all their enemies. Gorgias 
with his Army being upon an hill, and diſcovering the flight of their” 


| 


friends, andthe Jews readincſſe to give them bartell,, were fo affright- 
ed, thatthey alſo fled; whereupon Fuds with his men rerurned to ga- 
ther the pillage, and having found great ſtore of gold , filyer , ſcarlet 


4 


| | Thagkigiring. 


and purple , bererurned to his dwelling with joy, praiſing God for their 
happy lucccſs, Lyſias 
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T be Life of Judas Maccabeus. 22-1 
Lyſ;45 hearing of this overthrow was much. enraged , and preſently 

aſſembled another army of neer fixthy thouſand cholen foor , ntovs, | 
| thouſand horſemen , wherewith he wentto invade J#s4ea and encamp- | 
| ed in Bethſura - Jadas hearing of it , came forth againſt him with ten | 
| thouſand men , and ſeeing the number of his enemies ſo farre to ex- ; 
| ceed his, he'earneſtly cried unto God , that it would pleaſe him to 
fight with, and for him; and then charged the vanguard of the ene- 
| my with ſo great force , that he diſcomfited , and flew abour five thou- 
and of them , Lyſzas perceiving hereby the reſolution of the. Jews , | £yſ« beaten: 
who would rather die then loſe their liberty , he returned with the reſt 3 
of his Army unto Antioch , where he continued , and entertained \ 
many mercenaries, to make a greater Army for the conqueſt of the 
Jews ; In the meane time Judas aſſembled the people, and rold them, | 
| that having obtained ſo many vifories, through the mercy of God, 
\ they ought now togoup to Jeruſalem, and purifie the Temple thar 
was deſolate , and to offer unto God the ſacrifices that were ordained The Tewo! | 
| by the Law. Then going up with a great multitude of people, he found | eangs, © 
| the Temple deſolate, the gates burned , and graſs growing within the 
ſame: grieving theretore at ſo ſad a ſpetacle, he began toweep, and all 
the people that were with him , and having choſen our ſomg of his beſt. 
| ſouldiers, he commanded them to force the garifons which werein 
y- / the. fortreſſes , whileſt himſelf purged the Temple. Then he cauſed to 
| | bemadea Table,a'Candleſtick,and Altar for incenſe,all of gold; he put 
| up arail alſo, and ſet gates to the Temple : 'and having thrown down | 
the Altar of burnt-offerings: that was profaned by Aztiochns , he | The ſervice of 
builta new one of ſtones neither hewed nor hammered: Then- on tg] | 
twentyffth of (haſte September were lights {ctin the Candleſtick, per- | *- 
| fames laid upon the Altar ,loaves ſet upon the Table ; and facrifices of- 
fered uponthe new Altar, which was the ſame day three: years where- 
| in before the ſacred ſervice was changed into profane and hatefull im- 
| piety. Then did'J#dzs with his country-men celebrate feaſt unto the 
| Lord for eight daies , praiſing God with Hymns and Pſalms. He encloſed 
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Prayer, © 


the City alſo with a wall , and built high Towers thereon, in which he 
planted Garifons againſt the incurſions of theenemies, He fortified alſo | - 
the City of Berſars , that it might ſerveas a Fort againſt the enemy. 

. But the nations round about them , being greatly diſpleaſed with this | 
proſperity of the: Jews, oppreſſed divers whom they ſurpriſed by am- 
>27 buſhes and treachery ; whereupon J»#da warred againſt them to hin- | The Edomites 
der their incurſions: heſlew many of the 1dumeans, and brought a- | 60me-.. ©. 
| way agreat prey.out of their country , and ſhut up the ſonnes of Baan, © 
their; Prince , who lay in«waite for the Jews ,and after afiege, he over- 
'came;them, ſetting fire on their Towers, and killing all the men that. 
where therein, \ Atrer this he made watre upon the Amworites , who| The anni- 

had a mighty Army under the condu& of T:theus- with theſe he | 2ires overcome, 
fought and overcame them, and took their City of JaFor , and burned | | 
it , leading their wives and children into captivity , and1o returned into | 

Jodes; : Burthe neighbouring — hearing of his departure , —_ | [ 
| | 2 ed\. 
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bled themſelves together againſtthe Fews in Galaad,, who retiring into 
the fort of Dathema, ſent to Fudas , requeſting him to come and re- 
lieve them; and whileſt he was reading their Letters, other meſſen- 
ers came out of Galile , informing him that they were aflaulted by che 
inhabirants of Ptolomais , Tyre,and S1dz,and others there abouts. Here 
upon Fudas commanded his brother Simon to take three thouſand cho- 
ſen men, and with them to relieve thoſe Jews that were aſſailed in Ga- 
lile : and himſelf with his brother Jonathan , accompanied with eight 
chouſand fighting men , marched into Galaad , leaving the reſt of his 
forces under two .other Captains , whom he commanded to have a 
watchfull eye over Jude, yet not to joyn batrell withany enemy till his 
returue. Simeon in Galile fought againſt his enemies , diſcomfited them, 
rſued them to the gates of Prolemass , and ſlew about three thouſand ; 
and having gathered their ſpoils , he releaſed many Jews that were pri- 
ſoners , reſtored their goods to them , and ſo returned home. But Js- 
das having paſſed Jordan, aud marched three daies journey, he mer 
the Nabathians , who told him thac his brethren were beſieged in their 
Caſtles and Cities, and ſome of them were already brought into great 
extteamity and penury : 'Hereupon he firſt aſſailed the Inhabitants 
of Boſr« , tooke their City , ſet it on fire, and killed all the men that 
were able to bear arms: then marching all nighc, he came early in 
the morning to the Caſtle , where the Jews were beſieged by Tymorhics 
[ Army, The enemies were juſt then raiſing their ladders to ſcale the 
walls , and applying their engins for batrery : Then did he incourage 
his men to fohr valiantly for their brethren that were in danger , and 
cauſing his Trumpets to ſound , he diſtributed his forces into three | 
battalions , wherewith he aſſaulted the enemies, but they, hearing that 
it was Maceabews , were ſtruck with ſo great a fear , that immediately 
they fled : Judas with his men -purſuing them , ſlew about eight 
thouſand , and then marching to Mala [|] a City of the enemies 7 he 
ſurpriſed it, ſlewall the men therein, and burne it with fire; after which 
he deſtroyed Chaſpemo,Boſor, and divers other places. 

Shortly after T:wothy leavicd another great Army, hired many of 
the Syrians , and drew forth all his allies to his affiſtance ; with theſe 
he marched to Jordan exhorting them valiantly to oppoſe the Jews 
and to hinder their paſſage over the river , telling them thar if the | 
gat. over, they were ſure to be put to the worſt : Judas hearing hereof, 
marched haſtily againſt his enemics , and having paſled the river ,. he 
preſently ſet upon them , killing ſome, and grieyoully affrighting the 
reſt; who caſting away their arms, immediately fled ; ſome of them to 
Gve themſelves fled into a Temple called Carnain, but Judas having 
taken the Ciry and Temple, flew themand burac the fame. Then did 
he lead away with him all the Jews that lived in Galasd , together with 
their wives,children and ſubſtance, and brought them into Fudes. 

' Whenhedrew near tothe town of EZphron , they had baricadoed 
up his way that he could not paſs - -then did he ſend Ambaſſadors to 
tne 


m, todefire them toopen his paſſage ; which when they _ | 
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he beſieged the City , took it by aſſault , burned it down , and flew all} Fplron deftcoy” 
the men that were therein, After having paſſed over Fordap, they came Thankſgiving 
into 7udea with great joy and gladneſle , praiſing God , and offering fa- ONT. 
crifices of thankſgiving to him, for the (ate return of his Army , forthar —_— as | 
in all thioſe bartels and encounters,he had nor loſt one Fo, 
| Biit whileſt Fads and $;moz were gone upon thele expeditions , the Vain-glory 
rwo Captains which he had lefr ro command the Gariſons of Fades , | puniſhed, 
being defirous to obtain the reputation of valiant men,tooke their forces, 
and went towards Famnia;againſt whom Gorg:as,Governor of that place, 
iſſued out , and ſlew rwo thouſand of them; the reſt fled to Fudes. 
Attetwards Fudas and his brethren warred againſt the 1dumears, 
rook divers of their Cities, and with a great booty returned home with 
great joy. Antiochus in the meane time being in Perſi4 , heard of a 
wealthy City called Elymazs , in which was a tich Temple of Diane , 
| &c. thicher he went, and befiegedir , butthe inhabitants allied our , 
and with great loſſe drave him from thence , whereupon he returned to 
Babylon: there alſo news was brought unto him of the overthrow of 
his Captainsin F424, and that the Fews were grown ſtrong z which 
cogethet wich his former defear, ſo wrought upon him,char he fell ſick, | 
and finding no hope of recovery, he called his moſt familiar friends to 
n him , and told them that his fickneſſe was violent and deſperate, and | 
: | that he was plagued with this grevous afflition , for that he hadtor- |, 
| mented the people of the Jews, deſtroyed their Temple,committed hor- | horcible death, 
rible ſacriledge, and contemned the reyerence of God ; butnow he | 
vowed, that if it would pleaſe the Lord to reſtore him , he would be- 
| | come a Few, and domany great things for the people of God; as alſo 
| that he would goe through all the known world to declare the power 
of God. Notwithſtanding which , the Lord knowing his hypocriſie 
: continued to plague him after a terrible manner : he had a remedilefſe 
; pain in his bowels , and intollerable_ torments in all his inward parts - |* 
| His body bred abundance of worms, which continually crawled out 
of the ſame + yea, hie ſo ratted above ground , thar by reaſon of the in- 
i tollerable ſtink, no man could endure to core nearhim , neither could 
| he himſelfe indure the ſame : and thus this vile perſon who had former- 
ly ina proud and inſolent manner proteſted that he would make Fers- 
alem a common burying place , and the ſtreets thereof to run with the | Gods judge- 
bloud of Gods people;by Gods juſt judgement ended his life in extream —_— 
miſery - but before his death, he called Phzlzp one of his chief Caprains, 
; . | and made him governour of his kingdom , requiring him to be very 
: | carefull of his ſon 4»t:ochwe. | 
; Then was Antiochas proclaimed King, and firnamed Eapator : A-| Antiechw 
bout which time the Gariſons , arid Apoſtates that were inthe Fortreſs 
Be Feraſalem , did much miſchief tothe Fews ; for ſetting unawares up- | 
on thoſe that came to the Temple to worſhip , and to offer their ſacri- 
fices, they ſlew them : Hereupon F#udas reſolved rocut off theſe Ga- 
| riſons, and to that end he aſſembled all the people , and beſieged them, 
i and having made certain Engins , and raiſed divers Rams , he w_ | 
C 3 ks 63 
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ly proſecuted the ſiege- : but divers of thoſe Apoſtates eſcaping by 


| night, wentto Amioches , deſiring him not to ſuffer them to periſh, 


who for his fathers ſake, had forſaken their Religion, &c. Then did 
Antiochws ſend for his Captains , commanding them to raiſe a mighty 
Army , which accordingly they did , gathering together a hundred 
thouſand foormen, and twenty thouſand horſemen , and thirty two E- 
| lephants; with theſe Forces he departed out of eAntioch, and made Ly- 
54s Generall of his Army : Then did he beliege Berhſura,a ſtrong Ciry, 
but the inhabitants valiantly reſiſted him , and fallying our , burned tus 
Engines which he had prepared for battery. The King continuing the 
fiege foralonge time , Judas hearing of it , raiſed his ſiege from before 
the Caſtle of Jeruſalem, and marched towards Antiochus his Army , 
and when he came neer to the enemies Camp , helodged his Army in 
certain ſtreights,called Beth-zacharia. | 
The King hearing thereof, raiſed his ſiege from Berhſwra, and march- 
ed to wards the ſtreight where J#des with his Army was ; The King 
firſt cauſed his Elephants to march 'thorow the ſtreight ; about each 
Elephant were a thouſand Footmen , and a hundred Horſemen for his 
uard , each Elephant carried a Tower on his back , furniſhed with 
Archers - the reſt of his Forces he cauſed to marchtwo waies by the 
mountaines,commanding them with huge ſhouts and cries to aflail their 
enemies, and to uncover their golden and brazen bucklers , that the 
refletion thereof might dazle the eies of the Jews; yer was not Judas 
at all amated , but entertained the Army with a noble courage, ſlaying | 
about fix hnundred of the forlorn hope : But EleaFer , Judas brother , 
ſeeinga huge Elephant armed with royall trappings, ſuppoſing that 
the. King was upon him , he ran againſt him with anoble courage , and 
having ſlain divers that were about the Elephant, he thruſt his ſword 
into the belly of the beaſt , ſothat the Elephant falling upon him , ſlew 
him with his weight. 
Judas ſeeing the great ſtrength of his enemies , retired back to Feru- 
ſalem ; and Antiochus ſent back part of his Army againſt Berhſura , and 
with the reſt , he marched on towards, Feruſalem. The Bethſurites de- 
ſpairing of relief , and their proviſions failing them , ſurrendred their 


yet he thruſt them our of the City and placed a Gariſon inir. He ſpeat 
alſo along rime in befieging the Temple at Feruſalem , they within de- 
fending it gallandy ; for againſt every Engine 'thatthe King erected, 
they ſetupa contrary Engine - Their only want was of viduals, be- 
cauſe ( it being the ſeventh year ') the Land had not been tilled ; where- 


-upondivers of them fled away ſecretly , ſo that very few remained for 


the defence of the Temple. Burt behold the good providence of God ! 
juſt chen came tidings to Azt:ocbws , that Philip coming out of Perſia, 
intended to make bimſelf Lord and Maſter of the country , whereupon | 
Antiachus concluded to give over the fiege and to march againſt ph{ps 


butfirſt he ſentan Herauld to Fudes , promiſing them peace , and li- 


berty to live according to their Religion, which conditions Fades ac- 
cepting| 
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| cepting of, took an oath from the King for performance , and ſo ſur- | 
| rendred up the Temple. Whereupon Antioch entred the lame and! 
| ſceing ir ſo impregnablea pl:ce , contrary to his oah he commanded | 
his Army to levell the wall that environed it, and then hereturned ro | 
Antioch , leading away with him 0445, ſurnamed M nalaxs , the High- | 
Prieſt , whom, by the counſell ot Zyſas , he put ro death, becauſe he | 
had adviſed his father ro enforce the Fews toforſake their Religion : A 
juſt reward for ſo wicked a fat. ; 9 
| eAxtiochus finding that Phil./p bad already conquered much of his 
country, wenr ſtraire againſt him, fought with him, and ſlew bim. 

Preſruitly after Demetrius the fon of Seleucus took poſſeſſion of Tripo- 
ls in Syria, and ſetting the Diadem upon his own head , he leavied an 
Arwy , and invaded the Kingdom of Antiochus. The people general- 
ly ſubmitted themſelves ro him, and laying hold ot Antiechus and 
Lyſias , they brought them both to Demetrims , who cauſed them to 
be {]ao, | | 

To this new King , divers Fews ( baniſhed for their impiety ) toge- 
cher with Alcimus their High-Prieſt , reſorted, a culing their Nation, 
and in particular F44as and his brethren for killing their friends , and 
baniſhing ſuch as were friendsto Demetrius, Demetrius was much m0o- 
ved with theſe reports, and therefore he ſent a greate Army under Bac- 
chides ,a valiant and experienced Caprain , with commiſſion ro kill F«- 
das and his contederates. Bacchides with his Army marched into Fu- 

dea , ſending an Herauld to Judas and his brethren , pretending peace , 
hurl he intended to ſurprize them by ſubtilty and treachery. But F#- 
das ſeeing that he came with ſo great an Army, found out his drift, and 
would not truſt him : yet many of the people were deceived with his 
Proclamation of peace, and therefore ſubmitred to live under his go- 
vernmenr, firſt having received anoath from him , that neither they, 
nor any of their followers ſhould be endamaged : but when they had 
comnutted themſelves to him , he falſified his oath ,- and flew ſixty of 
them, . 

Then removing his Army from Feruſalem, he came to the village 
of BethFeth,where,apprehending many of the Fews,he ſlew them all, and 
commanded the reſt in the country to obey Alcimes, with whom he lefc 
a part of his Army , and ſforeturned to 4nrioch unto demetrins, 

Altimus by his teigned and familiar deportment , drew many more 
of the wicked Fews tojoyn with him , and then he went with his Army 
chorow the country , and ſlewallthat took part with Fudas. Fudas per- 
ceiving that hereby many upright men, and ſuch as feared God were 
{1ain;he alſo with his Army went chorow the Land,and flew all the Apo- 
ſtates that were of Alcimu his faction, Whereupon Alcimm repaired to 
Demetrius , and made greivous complaints againſt Judas ; who fearing 
that if Fudas proſpered, it would be prejudiciall to. his eſtate, he ſent 
Nicanor to make warreagainſt him, and having furniſhed him with a 
 ufficient Army , he commanded him thathe ſhould nor ſpare any one of 
that Nation, 
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Nicanor coming to Jeruſalem, offered no a& of hoſtility , endea- 


| youring to entrap Jude by ſubtilty , ſending him a peacezble meſlage, 


wherein he proteſted that he would do him no injury , and thathe 
came only ro expreſs the good affections of Demerrims tothe Nation of 
the Jews. 

{2 and his brethren being deceived with this glozing meſſage 
entertained him and his Army. Nzcanor then ſaluted Judas , bur whileſt 
he was conferring with him , he gave a ſign to his ſouldiers ro lay 
hands on him; but Jadzz diſcovering the treaſon , brake from him , 
andeſcapedro his Army, Then did Nicanor reſolve tomake open war 
upon him , and bad him battel near ro a Burrough called C apar-ſalama, 
where he obtained the victory, and conſtrained Judzs to retreat into 
the Fortreſs at Jeru/alem; there did Nicanor befiege him fora while , 
and then retired ,z at which time certain of the Prieſts and Elders mer 
him , and haviug done their reverence , they ſhewed him thoſe ſacrifi- 
ces which they intended to offer ro God far the Kings proſperity ; but 
he blaſpheming , threatned them, that if they did not deliver Judas 
into his hands , he would deſtroy the Temple at his return. Here- 
upon the Prieſts wept abundantly , praying unto God to defend the 
Temple , together with thoſe which called on his Name therein , from 
the outrage of their enemies. 

Nicanor coming neer to Pethoron, received a greate ſupply of ſouldi- 
ers out of Syria, Judas alſo was about thirty turlongs diſtant from him 
not having abovea thouſand men , yet he exhorted them not to fear the } 
multitu.le of their enemies, but ro ſet couragiouſly upon them , expeR- 
ing help from God; and ſoencountering with Nicanor, there was a very 
doubtfull conflict, yet Ja4zs had the upper hand, and flew a great 
number of the enemies. Nzcaner himlelte alſo fighting valiantly , was 
{lain z whereupon his Army fled : but Judas ſpeedily purſuing, made 
a gxeat ſlaughter, and by found of trumpet, giving notice to the neigh- 
bouring places , the inhabirants thereof berook themſelves ro their 
weapons , and meeting thoſe that fled , they flew them, ſo that no one 
eſcaped from this barrel , though they were ar leaft nine thouſand 
men. 

Then enſued a little peace to the Jews. Shortly after Alcimus the 


High-prieſt , intending to beat down an old wall of the Sanuary, was 
ſuddeoly ſtriken by God , became ſpeechleſs, and fell ro the ground , 


and baving enduredmany grievous torments for many dayes , he died | 


miferably, hen did the people by agenerall conſent give his place to 
Judas : who hearing of the great power and victories of the Romans , ſent 
twoof his intimate friends to Rozxe,to intreate the Romans tobe their Al- 
lies and Confederates , and to write to Demetrixs to give over his wars 
againft the Jews. 

The Embaſſadors coming to Rome, were intertained by the Senate, 
and friendſhip concluded berwixt them, upon theſe conditions; That 
none under x 6 Romans ſhould war againſt the Jews , nor furniſh their 


\ 


| 


enemies with Vicuals , Ships or Silyer : Thar if any enemies _ 
| a 
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| aſſail che Jevvs, the Romays ſhould ſuccour them to the uttermoſt of! | 

heir povver; that it any made vvarupon the Roygars,the Jevvs ſhould 
7 ſuccour them 3 thar it the Jevvs vvould add or diminith any thin | 
# from this Aſloctarion, it ſhould be done vvith the common advice of 
' the Romazs 3 and that vvhat ſhould ſo be ordained,ſhould remain irre- 
vocable. 

Nicazors death, and the diſcomfiture of his Army being reported 
to Demetrius, he ſent another Army under Bacchides, vvho coming into | { 
Tudea,and hearingthat Judas vvas encamped at Bethzeth, he marched | Bacchider ſenc 
againſt: him vvith rvvency thouſand tootmen, and tvyo thouſand horle- —_— | 
men. Judas had not in all above tvvo thou ſand men, vvho {ceing rhe |ſand. 

, multitude of Bacchides Army, vvere atraid, fo that ſome, forſaking the 
: Camp, fled avvay, infomuch as there then remained vvith Judas but 
| eight lundred men. His enemies alſo preſſed ſo upon him,that he had 

no time to re-aſſemble his Forces, yet he reſolved to fight vvith thoſe 
eight hundred men , vvhom he exhorted to be of good courage , 
and to fight valiantly : bur they anſwered , That they were not 

q able tro make head againſt fo great an Army, and therefore they 

;  {adviced himto retire, and ſtand on his guard, till he had gather- 

F ed more Forces : Fudas replied, God forbid that the- Sun ſhould ſee | Fudac his reſo- 

me turn my back upon the enemies 3 though 1 die, and ſpend my lait tood in lation, | 
this battle , yet will 1 never ſoil my former worthy ations by an 1gnominious 
flight. And ſo having encouraged his ſouldiers, he commanded them 
| without apprehenſionof danger,to bend themſclves altogether againſt 
; the enemy. Bacchides drew out his Army, arranged them in battle , 
| pl..cing his horſe-men in the wings, his Archers, and light-armed men 
; inthe front, and thenthe Macedonian Phalanx , and ſo cauſing his 
Trumpets to ſound , and his Souldiersto ſhout, he charged his ene- 
mites. Judas did the like, and encountred Bacchides , ſothat there was | 
2 moſt cruel conflict , which continued till Sun-ſer. A terrible bat» 

Tudas perceiving that Bacchides , and the flower of his Army fought | 
in the right wing, hechoſe ontthe molt reſolute of his Souldicrs, and 
drew them towards that quarter, and ſeruponthem, brake their {qua- 
dron, and thruſting into the midft of chem, he forced them to flie, and 
purſued them asfar as to the mount Aza; bur the left wing followed 
; ?ad.a5,and fo encloſed him on the back parr. He ſeeing himſelf thus 
| encloſed, reſolved with his followers to fight it out to the laſt. He flew 
agreat number of his enemies, till at laſt he was ſo wearied,thart the 
fell to the ground,and was there ſlain : His fouldiers ſeeing him dead, 
berook themſelves to flight. Szmon and Joxathan his brothers, by in- 
treaty recovered his body, carried it to -Modim, where they interred 
it, all the people weeping divers days for him z and Joxathan his bro- 
ther ſucceeded him in the Government, | 
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CuarV. 
T he Martyrdom of the Maccabees. 


WW Hilſt 4ztiochus Epiphanes was living, he thruſt out Ozz7as the 

High-Pricſt from his Office, and pur into his room Jaſoz his 
brother,whercupon Faſo promiſed to pay him yearly three thouſand 
fix hundred and tixty Talents of filver. This wicked F.ſor preſently 
forced all the people toforſake their Religion,and to build Baths : He 
hindered the defence and building of the Temple, Hereat God was 
very wroth, and ſtirred up eAztrochas to go to Feruſalem,where he was 
allantly cntertained by theFews, Thendidhe preſently make anEdiR, 
That whoſoever of the Fews refuſed to offer Sacrifice to the gods, he 
ſhould preſently be broken to pieces on tae wheel. But thoſe that 
were godly did little cſtecm that EdiR. 

Antzochus percciving that the rigour of his Edi@ prevailed little , 
and that many choſe rather to die, then to forſake their Religion, he 
ſitting in an eminent place, and calling all the Fews together, cauſed 
ſwines-fleſa ro be ſacrificed onthe Altar, and to be offered to every 
Hebrew to cat. Amongſt the multitude thus aſſembled , there was one 
Eleazer a Pricſt a man that feared God,and one who was very aged , 
of a revercnd countenance, and famous for his vertue ; To him Azt:o- 
chus ſaid, Be adviſed by me, holy old man, to avordthoſe torments which are 
prepared for the obHinate;preſerve thy reverend age, and contemn not the Le- 
zefit of lifes take the ſacrifuce,and eat of the ſwines-fleſh, for no wiſe man will 
credit the Fews opinion torefuſe that meat which nature hath ordained for 
mans uſe, as well as any other : why ſhould this beaſt be more atomizable 
then others > 8c. Or, ſuppoſe your Laws are to be obſerved, yet will they ex- 
cuſe thee, ſeeing thou ſinne't not voluntarily, but by compulſion > To whom 
© Eleazer ay . ; We, O Azticchus , follow not vanity, but the 
© yerity of Religion, and fear of torments cannot make us embrace 
<* another:but ſuppoſe that the Religion left us by our fore-fathers had 
< ao firm ground, yet ſhould not torments make me. forſake ir. Do nor 
c« eſteem ita ſmall matter to ear forbidden meat,and to taſte of that 
© which is ſacrificed to Idols ; for it is a profane thing to touch things 
© thatare prophanc,and we are taughr by our Law to ſuffer with pati- 
© ence whatſoever, for Gods cauſc,is inflicted uponus.e&c.And there- 
«fore refuſe this profane meat, well knowing whar I ought to cat,as 
* warranted by Gods Law, which T have learned ro obey, &c. and 
*<herein will I perſiſt, though with tyrannous hand thou pluck out 
© mine eyes, or with a ſharp knife rip up my entrails. Think not that 
© becauſe I amold,my body is fecble: If I muſt be ſacrificed for Gods 
«ſake, thou ſhalt find me as luſty, and conſtant as a young man, and 


© moſt joyfull in torments. Prepare an extraordinary fire,or what elſe | 


< thou pleaſeſt , thou ſhalt find me more conſtant in the midfi of all 


CC tor. 
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« pure company of Farhers ſhall receive me into their number, where 
« ] ſhall not fear (O impious King) thy threats, @c. b: 
Whilſt Eleazer ſpake thus boldly, the ſouldicrs haled himto be tor- | Eteexer cruelly 
erured, and ſtripping him naked , they hanged him up , and whipped | beaten. 
; him : and whillt on either fide he was thus beaten , one cryed, Obey 
; the Kings pleaſure and command. But this worthy man was not over- 
; come by torment, bur ſuffered as though he had been ina ſleep : and 
| fixing his venerable eyes upon Heaven, he knew in whom he believed, 
and to whom he ſacrificed his life,and beholding the fleſh on each fide 
| of his body rent and torn with ſtripes, and the bloud iſſuing our abun- 
| dantly,he admired his own parience,and thanked God the author of it: 
| Ar laſt finding his own frailty , ſcarce able to endure ſuch rorments, he 
fell upon his tace , which with ſtripes was all rent, and torne, ftill glo- 

rifying God,as he did before: Then a ſouldier,to gratifie the King like a 
mad man, did {purn, and tread upon him , to encreaſe his ſufferings : 
but Eleazer, ſtrong in body and minde, like a Champion of the true 
God,did never ſhrink at thoſe pains,butby patience overcame the cru- 
| elty of his rormentors; ſo that his torturers admired that he ſnould be 
able ro bear them: Then the Kinges Officers ſaid , How long wilt thou 
| forleay to obey the King 2 eat Swines fleſh and free thy [elf from all that thou 
{ exdureſt. Eleazer,though hitherto he had been ſilent 1n all his rorments, 
yer could he not hear ſuch profane counſel without anſwering ,where- 
< upon he cryed out;VVe Hebrens are not ſo effeminate as to forſake the 
© way of ſalvation wherein we walk to our old-age, neitherare we 
« taught for feare of contumely , which will not long endure , to give | 
< others an occaſion , and exampleto tin, &c, Vilt thou, O Tyrant ,' 
<« eſteem of us if we ſhould yield unto thee > nay , thou mighelt juſtly 
© reprove our inconſtancy: Then did the ſouldiers, by the _ com- 
mand, caſt him into the fire , and poured ſtinking , and loathfome li- 
| quors into his noſtrils, all which he pariently ſuffered , till he was con- 
fwd in the flames: Yet when nature began to fail , lifting up his daz- 
; « led eyes to Heaven , he ſaid , Thou, O God, art he from whom lite , 
« and 1alvation proccedeth :Behold I die for obſetving thy Laws: Be 
<< mercifull to this thy Nation , and forſake not them whom hitherto 
« thou haſt protected in thy boſom, and under the ſhadow of thy 
« wings, let my death end all miſery, &c. and fo he joyfully yielded 
up the ghoſt, 

"as was bur more incenſed hereby , andthereforc he cauſed 
ſeven Children of the Hebrews to be broughtto Aztroch , who being | 
young , and therefore, as he thought, weak, and unable to endure tor- 
ments, he preſumed that either by perſwaſion , or fear , he ſhould en- 
force chem to forſake their Religion. 
 Thenhe commanded theſe ſeven, together with their mother Sals- 
10a now aged , tobe brought before him : They were of excellent 
beaury, and worthy children of ſo vertuous a mother. The Tyrant 
| beholding them,witha merry "Mas ,craftily ſpake unto them: | 
| 2 


1wiſh 


, . . 

| <« torments , then Iam now before they come, &c. The chaſte , and 
| 
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threns courage 
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corments. 


His reſolute 
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temn therefore your own ſuperſtition , and embrace our Religics : If you ve- 
fuſe this (as I hope you will not ) 1 will deviſe all torments, that ty a lty- 


. | ering, and painfull death , 1 may conſume you: And to tcrrifie them the 


more , he cauſed all ſorts of Inftruments for rorment ro be brought 
forth before them , as Wheels, Rods , Hooks, Racks, Cauldrons , 
Cages, Gridirons,&c. with Engines to torment the fingers,and hands, 


Then ſaid he,Otey mezO prudent young men,for if I command that which 1s a 
ſin, yet do not you offend ,veing compelled to it, 

Bur theſe holy young men , inflamed with a divine ſpirit , con- 
temned theſe torments , and dc{piſed both threats and Harteries , 
denying to eat of the ſacrificed Swines fleſh, and ſaying : ** Where- 
« fore, O Tyrant , doſt thou pcrſccure us that are innocent 2 We de- 
« fireto die, and will , till dearth expels lite , firmly keep that which 
« God commanded and ſes taughtus : and therefore ſeek nor , Q 
| « Tyrant to ſeduce us by proteſting thy unfeigned Joye - Thou lover of 
« jn juſtice, maſter of cruelty,deviſer of iniquity,che pardonthou pro- 
« ferreſt is more painfullro us then puniſhments: We contemn death , 
« and eſteem not thy words, our maſter Eleazer having taught us to de- 
« men, when of late thou foundeſt fuch courage in an old man 2 Thou 
<« canſt not know our minds exceptby tearing our bodies thou ſearcheſt 
c them out: We will willingly for our God ſuffer any thing, and cx- 
pe Heaven, whilſt thou for thy cruelty to innocents , ſhalt be reſcr- 
ved to eternal fire. 

The Tyrant greatly moved herewith , cauſed them to be beaten 
with Buls-pizels: firft commanding Maccatewthe eldeſtto be ſtripped, 
and tretched out upon a Rack, and his.hands to be bound , and foto 
be moſt cruelly beaten , who ſo wearied his tormentors by ſufferring , 
that they rather deſired to give over , then he requeſted it: Then was 
he pur upona Wheecl;and aoveight hanged at his teet, and fo ſtretched 
round about it, that his finews and entrails brake, yer all this while he 
called upon God : and then ſaid tothe Tyrant : © O bloudy Tyrant., 
<« who perſccuteſtthe Majefty of God ; I whom thou thus tormenreſt , 
«amno witch , nor murtherer , but one who dies for obſerving Gods 
« Law: And when the tormentors , overcome with compaſſion, willed 
him to ſubmit to the Kinges py he ſaid; © Oye wicked miniſters 
« of Tyranny ! Your Wheels are not ſoſharp and cruel , thar I there- 
< by will be forced to forſake Heaven , whereon my minde is fixed : 
<Tear my fleſh, yea if you pleaſe, roſt ir atthe fire : torture cach par- 
« celof my body with feverall cruelties , yet you ſhall not be able to 
c« force us young men to implety . 

As he thus ſpake,a fire was kindled, &he thus racked on the VWheel, 


_ | was thrown into it, and by flames was ſo burned that his bowels ap- 


peared , 


« ſpiſe them. Vhy doſt thou expedt ſuch pulillanimiry inus young 


1 wiſh your good , O admirable young men, do not therefore like mad men' 
 reſoſt my commands : CAToid zot only torments , tut death alſo * 1 deſire ot. 
only to exalt you to honour , but to encreaſe your riches , ard pdſſ eſſioas : Cor 


as Gauntlets , Auls, Bellows , Brazen-pots , and Frying-pans , &c. | 


| 
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| peared, yet Was his minde unmoved, and in the midſt of his rorments 


| hecryed rhus to his brethren 3 O beloved brethren, make me your | 


« example ; deſpiſe the alluring baits of this world ; obey God rather 
| then this Tyrant , who can if he pleaſe humble the proud and migh- 
«ty, and cxaltthe dejected : Then was he taken from the fire; aid 
{lain alive ; his rongue was pulled our of his head , and he pur into a 
frying pan, andſo he departed out of thus lite, torhe admiration of his 
enemics,and the joy of his-mother,and brethren, 


and rhe Tyrant ſhewed himall choſe inftrumenrs of rorment, and aſ- | 


| hands were bound with iron chains, and betng hanged up thereby, 
'the skin of his body was {lain trom the crown of his head to his knees, 
' ſo that the entrails in his breſt were ſcen : Then was he caſt to a cruel 
; Libard, grecdily thirſting atrer blood, bur the beaſt ſmelling ar him, 
| forgar his cruelty, and went from him, without doing him any harm : 
Thus increaſed the Tyrants rage, and Aer by his torments grew more 
| conſtant, crying aloud, * O how pleaſant is chat deathto me, which 


| «is cauſed by all ſorts of rorments tor Gods ſake! yea, the more plea- | ; 


| « ſanr, becauſe I know I ſhall be rewarded in heaven ; Let theſe tor- 
| * ments, O Tyrant, fſatisfie thy cruelty, for my pain 15 not increaſed 
be by them, bur my pleaſure , as thou ſnalt find by my patience in 
{ « theſe ſufferings; Lam more willing to ſuffer, then thou to puniſh , 
| «yet my pain is leſsin ſuffering, then thine by inflicting : I amtor- 
| © mented for keeping the Law,thou by Gods Juſtice thalr be baniſhed 
© from thy Regal ſear, yea, eternal rormentsare prepared for thee , 
' «© which neither thy prophane mind is able to endure, nor thy power | 
«to decline, ec. And fo thortlyatter he yielded up his ſoul to God. 
| Then <Machzy the third ſon was brought,whom all pitied , and ex- 
' horted by his brothers examples to torſake his opinion, and ſo decline 
' the punithment ; but he betng angry at ſuch Counſel, replied, © One 
; « Father begar us, one Mother bore us, one Maſter inſtructed us, &c. 
« Therefore no longer prolong the time in vain;I came to ſufter,nor to 
< ſpeak, uſe all the Tyranny that poſhbly you can againſt my body. yet 


Then was the ſccond brother, called Aer, halcd by the ſouldiers ; | 


ked him it he would car of the ſacrifice 2 which he,denying todo, his | 
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| © have you no power over my ſoul. This ſomoved the Tyrant, that 
{ he devited new torments beyond the reach of humane wit 3 and com- 
| manding a globe to be brought, he cauſed him to be tied abour it in 
ſuch ſort, thar all his bones were put our of joint, hanging one from 
| another ina moſt pirifull manner z yer was the holy Martyr nothing 
| diſmaid ; then the skin of his head and face was pulled off, and then 
| was he putuponthe wheel, bur he could be racked no wore, for all 
| his bones were diſlocated before ; the blood iſſuing from him abun- 
dantly, he ſaid, © We, O Tyrant, endure this torment for the love of | 
« God, and thou the Author of ſuch cruelty, ſhalt be puniſhed with 
« everlaſting pain; Then was his rongue cut our, and he being put in- 
to a fiery frying pan, reſigned his ſpiritunto God. 

| Nextfollowed Judas the fourth brother , whom all the people per- 
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ſwadedto obey the King : Bur he ſaid, © Your fire thall nor ſeparate 
« mefrom the Law ot God , nor from my brethren ; To thee , O 
<« Tyrant, I denounce deſtruction, bur ro ſuch as believe,ſalvation:Try 
« me thou cruel wretch,and ſec it God will not ſtand by meas he did 
£ by my three brethren now 1n glory , &c. The cruel Tyrant hearing 
this, was ſo __ , thar he lcaped down from his chaire to torment 
this Martyr himſelfe ; He commanded allo his tongue to be cur our,to 
whom Fudas ſaid, © Thy cruelty will nothing avail thee , our God 
© needs not by volce to be awaked, &c. he heareth ſuch as call upon 
© him with their hearts , and know's our thoughts afar off , &c, Cur 
<gurt my tongue if thou pleaſe, would thou wouldſt ſo ſandifie all the 
'« parts of my body, &c. and think not that thou ſhalt long eſcape un- 
puniſhed : Then was his tongue cut our ,and he bound toa ſtake, was 
beaten with ropes ends, which torments he bore with admirable pati- 
cnce:After which he was put upon the wheel, where he ended his life, 
and went to the reſt of his brethren. 

Then ſpake 4chas the fift brother , © Bchold, O Tyrant, I come to 
<©<be puniſhed before thou commandeſt me, therefore hope not to alter 
© his mindethar defireth to be tormented : The bloud of my innocent 
« brethren hath condemned thee to hell, I ſhall makeup the fiſt, thar 
« by it thy torments may be increaſed : Whar offence have we com- 
« mitted that thou thus ragelt againſt us? &c. All that thou canſt al- 
« ledge againſt us is, that we honour God and live in obedience to his 
& Laws, and therefore we efteem not puniſhment , which is an honour 
© tro us; though no part of us be left untormented , yer we ſhall be 
< the more rewarded by God, Thenat the command of the King s 
the executioner caſt him into a brazen pot, where he was preſt down 
with his head to his fect, and afterwards he ſufferred all the torments 
inflicted on his brethren , but he was ſo tar from being diſcoutaged , 
chat ſuddenly ſtarting up , he ſaid, © Cruel Tyrant , how great bene- 
< firs doſt thou (though againſt thy will ) beſtow upon us ! yca the 
<« more thou rageſt , the more acceptable tv God ihalt thou make us; 
<« therefore I ſhall be ſorry if thou ſhewelt me any mercy: by this rem- 
« porall death , I ſhall go to everlaſting life. And having thus finiſhed 
his ſufferings , he died. 

Then was Areth the fixt brother bronght , to whom the Tyranc 
proferred the choiſe of honour, or puniſhment; But he being grieved at 
this profer, ſaid, *O Tyrant,thoughT be younger in years then my bre- 
© thren, yet the conſtancy of my minde is not inferiour ; as we have 
< lived, ſo we will dic rogether inthe fear of God : Haſten therefore 
« thy torments , and what time thou wouldeſt ſpend in exhorting me, 
< ſpend ir in deviſing torments for me, Whereupon Aztiochw in a rage, 
commanded him 4m tied toa pillar with his head downwards:Then 


cauſed he a fire tobe made at ſuch a diſtance,as might not burn, but roſt | 


| 
| 


[ 
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him: Then he made them prick him with awles,that the heat might 
pierce the ſorer : In theſe torments much bloud, like froth , gathered 
about his head and face; yer ſaid he, © O noble fight! O valiant 

| | * warre! 
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| <© Wretch that thou art, who gave thee theſe purple robes > who ex- 
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<« warre! Oftrite berween piety and impicty ! My brethren have paſt j 
<throughtheir Agonies, whoſe crown of Martyrdom. is the punuſh- | 
< ment of their Perlecutors. I willingly follow them,thatas by blood 
© am conjoyned ro them, fo by death I may not be ſeparated trom | 
«© them. Devile, O Tyrant, ſome new torment, for I have overcome 
« theſe already : O Maſter of cruclty, enemy of picty, and perſecu- 
<& tor of Juſtice! we young men have conquered thy power, thy fire 
<« 15 cold, and heateth not : thy weapons are bended , and blunred in 
«0ur bodies ; our God giveth us more courage to ſuffer, then thou 
<« haſtto puniſh, &c. As hethus ſpake, they pulled vur his tongue 
with an hot pair of tongs, and laſtly frying him in a frying pan, he 
gave up the ghoſt. 


There being now only the youngeſt brother lefr , called Facob, he, | Faceb broughr 


preſenting himſelt before the 'Tyrant,moved him to ſome compaſſion, 


forth. 
Antiochus his 


wheretfore he called the Child to him , and raking him afide by rhe { ſubciley. 


hand, he ſaid, By the example of thy brethren thou ſeeſt what to expeR if | 
thou diſobeyeſt me ; therefore deliver thy ſelf from theſe torments, and 1 will 
grwe thee what honour my Kingdom can afford : thou ſhalt be a Ruler, Gene- 
rall of my Army, my Counceller &c, But when this prevailed not, he 
called his mother, who coming, and ſtanding by her ſon, the Tyrant 
{aid to her , O worthy woman, where zow are all thy Childrez> yet thou ha(t 
one remaining z aduiſe him therefore not to rune himſelf, and to leave thee 
childleſs byhis obſtinacy, &c, The mother bowing her ſelf ro the King, 
ſaid to her child in Hebrew,that ſhe might nor be underſtood of others, 


< Pity and comfort thy ſorrowfull mother, O my ſon > who bare |His mother 


< three years, and with great care have brought thee up hitherto. I 
<« pray thee, dear fon, conſider the heavens and earth, and remember 
< that God created them all of nothing, &c, fear not therefore theſe 
* pains and torments, but imitate rs, co ,and contemn death, 
« that in the day of mercy I may receive thee with thy brethren again 
in heaven. Then did he defireto be unbound, which being granted , 
he immediately ranto the trorments, and coming where was a frying 
pan red hot, he ſaid to the King ; © Cruel Tyrant, I now know thee, 
« not only ro have been cruel ro my brethren, but even cruelty it ſelf. 


<« alted thee to thy Kingdom > Even he whom thou in us doſt perſe- 
«cute, whoſe ſervants thou tormenteſt and killeſt, for which thy ſelf 
« ſhalt ſuffer ererna) torments z though thouart above others, yet he 
«that made other men, made thee alſo of the ſame nature, for all are 
< born, and muſt die alike, He thar kils another, ſheweth that he 
<« himſelf may be Filled ; thou teareſt and rormenteſt chine own Image | 
« all in vain? In thy fury thou killeſt him, whom God created like 
«thy ſelf, &c. thou pulleſt out our tongues, teareſt our bodies: with 
« fleſh-hooks,and conſumeſt us with fire ; but they that have already 
& ſuffered, have received everlaſting joyes,andeverlaſting puniſhments 


«© attend thee. Think not that I expeG any favour, I will tollow my 
<«<hrethren, | 
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© thee nine moneths in my womb, gave thee ſuck with my breſts encourageth 
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; « brethren, and remain conſtant in keeping Gods Law. The Tyrant 
herewith inraged, cauſed him to be rormented ; bur his mother com- 
forted him, and with her kind hands held his head , when through 
violence ot the torturers , the blood iſſued our of his mouth, noſe, and 
privy partszthe tormentors not ceaſing rill his lite was almoſt ſpent;bur 
then giving over , God gave him ſtrength to recover, and rocndure 
more then any of his brethren had done. Ar Jaft his hands and arms 
being cut off, with his cyes lift up to heaven, he cryed, © O * Adoxar. 
«< be mercifull untome, and receive me into the company of my brc- 
thren. &c. Then was his tongue pulled our, and he of his own accord 
going intothe fiery frying pan, to the great admirarion of Axtiochu, 
dicd, 

The mother ſccing all her Children dead, was inflamed witha holy 
zeal to ſuffer Martyrdom alſo ; and defpifing the Tyrants threats, ſhe 
offered her motherly breſt ro thoſe torments which her Chuldren had 
{uffered before her. Indced herein ſhe excelled them all, in that ſhe 
had ſuffered ſeven painfull deaths, betore ſhe came to ſuffer in her 
own perſon,and fearcd in evcry one of them,left ſhe ſhould have been 
overcome. She alone with dry cycs did look upon them whilſt thcy 
were torn in pieces, yea,ſhe exhorted them thercunto, rejoycing to {ce 
one torn with fleſh-hooks, anuther racked upon the wheel, a third 
bound and beaten,a fourth burned,and yetſhe cxhorted the reſt not to 
| be terrificd thereby; 2nd though her grief in beholding their corments 
was greater then that which ſhe had in child-birth, yer did ſhe frame | 
a chearfull countenance, as it it had been one triumphing,wiſhing ra- 
ther the torments of their bodies then of their ſouls;tor ſhe knew that 
nothing was more fraikthenour lives, whichare often taken away by 
| Agues, Fluxes, and a thouſand other ways. Therefore when they; 
were firſt apprehended,ſhe thus exhorted them in the Helrew tongue, | 
*© O my moſt dear and loving Children, ler us haſten to that Agony! 
© which may credit our profefſion,and be rewarded by God with etcr- 
< nal life. Ler us fearlcily preſent our bodies to thoſe torments which 
© aged Eleazer endured. Let us call to mind our father AZraham,who 
< having bur one. only ſon, willingly ſacrificed him at Gods com- 
© mand, and feared rot to bring him'to the Altar, whom with many 
© prayers he had obtained in his old age, Remember.Daxzel,the three 
Children, &c. Antioch being enraged againſt her, cauſed her tobe 
ſtripped naked,hanged up by the hands,and cruelly whipt: then were 
her dugs andpaps pulled off, and her ſelf put into the red hot frying 

an ; where lifting up her cyes and hands to hcaven, in the midit of 

er prayers ſhe yielded up her chaſt foul unto God. Bur God ſuffered 
not the cruel Tyrant to eſcape unpuniſhed, for in his wars againſt the 
Perſians, the Lord ſtruck him with madneſs, his intrals were devoured 
with worms, and ſtinking like a Carrion, in the extremity of his tor- 
ments he gave u p the gheſt. 
Concerning this eAztiochws, Daniel, chap.$.9,10.&c.ſaw inthe vi- | 
ſion, that there came forth a lattle hor, which waxed ex ceeding great to-. 
wards 


a 


| The Martyrdomof the Maccabees: | as 
waras the ſouth, and towards the Eaſt, axd towards the pleoſant Land , and| 

tt waxeth great even towards the hoſt of heaven, and it caſt down ſome of 
the hoſt, aud of the ſtars to the ground, and ſtamped upon them : Yea, he 
magified himſelf even to the Prince of the hoſt, and by him the daily ſa- 

crifice was taken away, and the place of the Sanfluary was caſt donn. And 
| | ar hoſt was given him againſt the daily Sacrifice by reafon of tranſpreſsion , 
| ; and 1t caſt down the truth ts the ground , and it prafliſed and proſpertd. 

W hich afterwards is thus interpreted by the Angel unto Dazzel, verſe | 
23. &Cc. 13 the latter time of their Kingdom , when the Trar:ſgreſſors are 
come to the full , a Kino of fiery countenance, and underſtanding dark ſen- 
tences ſhall ſtand up , aud his power ſhall ke mighty , but not by his own 
power , and he ſhall deſtroy wonderfully , and ſhall proſper , and praftiſe , 
and ſhall deſtroy the mighty and holy people : And through his policy alſs 
he ſhall cauſe craft to proſper 12 his hand, and he ſhall magnifie himſelf in 
his heart, and by peace ſhall deſtroy many: He ſhall alſo ſtand up againſt 

the Prince of Princes, but he ſhall be broken without hazud. | 
| 


Colleced out of Joſephms, and the Books of the Maccabees, 
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Here place the firſt Figure, 
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The P erſecution of the Apoſtles 
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SFORTROSPONDSSNCRORRES 


Carae VI, 
T be Perſecution of the Church from Chriſts time to 


Mat.2. 2,5,16. < 


New 1 eſtament | 


g born King of the Feps,and being informed by the chick 
Sg Pricſtsand the Scribes,that the place of his birth ſhould 
K be Bethlehem of Fadah, he ſcnt torth ſouldicrs, and ſlew 
8 all the Children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the 
coaſts rhereot , from rwo years old and under, hoping 


Gods Judge. 
ment on Perſe- 


| Herods miſers- 
ble death.- 


"£6h1 Baptiſt 
headed. 


thereby to have deſtroyed Chriſt - tor which cruel fa&the Lord gave 
him over to ſuch a ſpirit of phrenſie , that he ſlew his own wife, his 
Children, and -nearelt kinſ-tolks,and familiar friends. And ſhortly af- 
ter Gods heavy Judgement tell upon him by a grievous fickneſs,which 
was a {low and ſlack fire in his inward parts;and withal,he had a gree- 
dy appetite after food, and yet nothing ſufficed him;he had alſo a rot- 


onr preſent Age; and firſt of thoſe mentioned in the 


Erod the great,hearing by the wiſe men of one that was | 


ting in his Bowels, and a greivous flux in his tundament ; a moiſt 
al running hnmour about his feer, and the like malady vexed him 
about his bladder; his privy members poop eagendring abundance 
of worms which continually ſwarmed out. He had a ſhort and ſtinking 
breath,wirh a grear pain in breathing;and through all the parts of his 
body ſuch a violent cramp,as humane ſtrength was not able to endure. 
Yet longing after lite, he ſent for Phyſitians from all parts, by whoſe 
advice he went to the hot bathes of (all;roe;but finding no caſe there- 
by, his rorments ſtill encreaſing, he fought to lay violent hands upon 
himſelf,if he had not been prevented by his friends,and ſo in cxtream 


miſery, he ended his wretched lite. 


of Arabia, puther away , and tvok Herod:45, who had forſaken her 
husband Ph:l;p, brother to Herod ; for which inceſtuous and adulte- 
rats marriage,Fohy Baptiſt plainly reproved him; whereupon art the in- 

Ifation of Herod#as, Herod firſt impriſoned him, and afterwards cut 
off his head : but the Lord left northis murcher long unpuniſhed, for 


Gods Judge- 
nts on Herod 


| Or its 


Caius (Caligula. 


—_ ee + — I 


Then Herod the leſs having married the daughter of Aretas, King | 


Aretas raiſing an Army againſt Herod , for that ignominious dealing 
with his daughter, in a pitched battel wholly overthrew him , and 


the Roman Emperour, he, with his inceſtuous Herod;5 were baniſhed 
to Yeh France,where they ended their wretched lives with much 


ſhame and milcry. 


cur off all his hoaſt , not longe after Herod falling into diſgrace with | 


| 


After the aſcenſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Peter and Fohz, having | 
[IE --2 | cured . 


j Then were falſe witneſſes ſuborned againſt Steven, who accuſed 


Hs The Perſecution of the Apoſtles. | 


27 


Cr 


cured a man that was born lame; and preaching Jeſus to the. people ; 


the Prietts and Captain of the Temple, who the next day, having cx- 
amined them, threatned to puniſh them, it chey ſpake any more in 
| that name,and ſo diſmiſſed them, Yet afterwards the high-Pricſts and 
| the Sadduces again laid hands on the Apoſtles,and caſt them into the 

common priſon ; bur inthe night time the Angel of the Lord opened 
| the priſon doors, and releaſed them, A#.5.18,19, Thenext day, as 


| carricd betore the Counſel, wver.26,27. at whoſe command they were 
beaten,and ſo diſmiſſed,ver,40. 


O 


| him for { peaking blaſphemous words againſt Moſes, and againſt God, 


| AF.6.11.tor which being apprehended and brought betore the Coun- 
| cc], he was there condemned,led out of the City, and ſtoned ro death ; 
chap.7-58. 


Afcer this there was a general perſecution raiſed up againſt the 
\ Church of Chrift in Feruſalem, whereby all the faithtull were ſcat- 
tered abroad throughout the Regions of Judea and Samaria,except the 
Apoſtles, chap. 8. 1. Saul alſo made great havock of the Church, entring | 
Mn houſe, baling both men and women, and committing them topriſon , 
verſe 3. 

Then Sal, after his Converſion , preaching Chriſt boldly, the en- 
raged Fews took Counſel , and lay inwait to kill him, watching the 
Gates of Damaſcus , where he then was, both day and night ; bur the 
Diſciples took him by nght, and let him down over the wall in a baſ- 
ket, whereby he c{caped, AF.9.23, &7. 

Then roſe up a third Herod, called alſo Agrippa, who , not taking 
warning by his predeceſſors calamiries, fell ro perſecuting the Church 
of Chriſt,and ſending for James, the brother of Joh, betore him , he 
condem-aed him to be beheaded : Concerning whom Clemezs reports , 


ſo cheerfully embracing the ſentence of death, was exccedingly mo- 
ved therewith, and voluntarily confeſſed himſelf to be a Chriſtian , 
and ſo was condemned to be beheaded with him : As they went 1n the 
way to execution, he requeſted the Apoſtle James to pardon him,who 
aftcr a little pauſe, turning to him, ſaid, Peace be unto thee ; and kiſſed 
him, and ſo they were beheaded both rogether. Herod ſeeing that the 


him to four quatcrnions of ſouldicrsto keep him in priſon, intendin 
afrer the paſsover to put him to dearh ; But the night before he ſhoul 
ſuffer, as he was fleeping, bound with two chains to tvvo fouldiers , 
and the Keepers watching before the priſon doors, an Angel came 
and awaked him, caufing his chains to fall off, and ſo going before 
him, he led him out of priſon,cauſing the iron gate to open tothem , 
and having ——_ him out of danger,lefthim.Bur this cruel perſecu- 
ting Herod (cape 


E 2 arraied' 


cowule—__oo—s 


that he which drew James before the Tribunal ſeat , when he ſaw him | 


"3.2 
» 


eaten, 


| upon that occaſion they were apprehended , and caſt into priſon by| yg, 


| they were preaching to the people, they were again apprehended,and = Apoſtles 


Steven ſtoned. 


AQR.12,1,2. 


A Perſecurgg 
conyerted. 


, 
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| Paul perſecut- 
ed. 


dearth of Fames pleaſed the Fews, he took Peter alſo , and delivered Famer behead- 


no better then his Predeceſſors had done, for w_ ; age eſcapeth 


1 


_ 


_ 
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Gods JuJge- | 


ment on Herod 


Pau! and Bar 
nabaz perlecut- 
ed, 


Pau! Roned. 


Paul and Silas 
whi pc . 
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Panl and Silas 
again perſecut-| 
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Soſthenes bea 
tEN, 


Paul in dangec 


Ads 24.27. 


by che chiet Captain of the Romazs, cha 


| Tertellas, he clears himſelf ; yet becauſe he vvould not bribe Falix,he 


T be. Martyrdom of the 


— — a — 


arraicd in gliſtcring and royal apparel, and fitting upon his Throne, he 
made an Oration'to his people , who like flattering Court Paraſites , 
gavea ſhout, ſaying, 1t 7s the vorce of a God, ard not of a man : Where- 
upon the Angel ot the Lord immediately ſmore him, and he was 
eaten of worms, and gave up the ghoſt, verſe 21, &c. inthe fifty 
tourth year of his age, and the ſeventh of his reign,and under Claudims 
C&jar. 

Fin the wicked Fens ſtirred up the Geztzles againſt Paul and Bar- 
nabas at 1coriinum, ſo that being in danger to be ſtoned to death, they 
fled into Lycaozia, At.14.2,5 6. | 

Again at Lyirathey ſtirred up the Geztzles againſt them, where- 
upon Paul was {toned and drawn out of the City, and left tor dead , 
but ir plealcd God thar he revived,and fo eſcaped to Derbe,ver. 19.20. 

Attcrwards Paul and $1 45.for caſting a ſpirit of divination out of a 
Damoſel at Pi-1l;pp/, were dragged betore the Rulers , who cauſed 
them to be whipr, and caſt into priſon. Bur the Magiſtrates atter- 
wards hcaring that they were Romazs, Were much atraid, as having 
done more then they could anſwer, and therefore they came to them, 
rcleaſed them out of priſon, and beſought them to departoutr of their 
City, eAt.16.22,39. 

Prefently after ar Theſſalozica,the Fews again ſtirred up the people 
againſt Pal and S:las, and raifing vpan uproar, they ſought for them 
in the houſe of Faſoz,and not meeting with them there,they drew forth 
7afoz himſelt, and ſome brethren before the Rulers, who giving ſecu- 
rity for their forth-coming, were diſmifled. Yet theſe wretched 
Fews followed Paul to Berea allo , and there ſtirred upa perſecution 
againſt him, whereby he was forced to depart, At Corrath alſo they 
made an inſurrec&ion, caught Payl, and brought him before Gallio, 
Deputy of Acbara, and when he would be a Judge of no ſuch matters, 
they took. Sothenes the chict Ruler of the Synagogue , and beat him 
before the Judgement ſear, A#s 18.12.17. 

Afterwards at Epheſiw, Demetri« that made filver ſhrines for Diana, 
raiſed an uproar , and having caught Carm and eAvriſtarchus , Pauls 
companions, they with them ruſhed into the Theatre; butthis tumulr 
being allayed by the wiſdom of the Town-Clark, Pan! haſted away 
into Hacedonia,cap.19.29,0c. Paulatlaſt returning to Feruſalem , the 
A ſian Jews finding him in the Temple, ſtirred up all the people,and 
laid hands on him ; butas they were about to kill him, he was reſcued 

. 21.31, 32, Then being 
brought forth before the Counſel of the hag he was firſt ſmitten by 
the Command of the High-Prieſt,chap.23.2.And afterwards being in 
danger of being pulled to pieces,he was again reſcued by the Captain, 
ver.10. Thenabove forty of thoſe deſperate Jevvs , bound themſelves 
undera curſe,that they would neither cat nor drink till they had killed 
him, ver.12,13. Hereupon he is ſent to Felix at Ceſarea, who kept 
him in prifontill his Accuſers came,ver.24,35.Then being accuſed by | 


Is 
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Apoſtles and Evangelifts. ah | 


is kept priſoner ſtill. Feſt ſucceeding Felix, the Jews imporiune 
him alſo for ſentence againſt Pal, or that he might be {cnt for to.Fe- 
ruſalem, laying wait in the way to kill him, chap.25.3. but whkenthar 
was denied them,they went to (eſarea to accule him there, whereupon 
he is forced to appeal to (ſar, ver.11. Then he was ſent to Romeand 


where he continued priſoner at large for two years,and then being re- 
leaſed , he .vifited the Churches of Greece and Aſia. Afﬀterwads he 
{ preached in Spaiz and France , and art laſt returning into 7taly, he was 
again apprehended, and impriſoned at Rgme, where alſo he ſuffered 
| Martyrdom, as afterwards you ſhall hear. 


upon Pas], turn themſelves againſt James the brother of Chriſt : him 
therefore they bring, and ſer them in the midſt of them, requiring 
him publickly to renounce the faith of Chriſt : but he onthe contrary 


the Saviour of the world, Then did they ſet himupon a Pinacle of the 
| Temple, again requiring him in the audience of all the people, torell 
them which is the way of Jeſus crucified ; to whom he anſwered , 


[ 


| 


| taere committed Priſoner to the Captain of the Guard, chap.2$.16. |- 


The Jews being much diſpleaſed that they could not reak their teen | 


madea bold and open confeſſion of Jeſus to be the Son of God , and| 


why ask you me of Jc{us the ſon of man, when as he ſits at the r1ght hand of 


God in Heaven, and ſhall again come in the clouds of the air 2 this ſo en- 
raged the Scribes and Phariſees,that they threw him down —_— 
but he nor being dead with the fall , gar upon his knees, and. ſaid , 
Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do : Then one taking a 
Fullers Club, ſtruck him on the head, and brained him. 

This James was fſirnamed Jutus, of whom Egeſippms writes, that 
his knees were as hard as Camels knces , by reafonof his canginual 


kneeling in Jo” Bur ſhortly after his dearth, YVeſpaſtaz came into 
Jadea, and ſubdued the Jews : and his ſon Titss deſtroyed Jeruſalem , 


and the Temple. Exh | 
Andrew the brother of Peter, preached the Goſpel to the Scythrans, 
Sogdiars, and eEthiopians, and was at laſt crucified by £geas, King of 
Edeſſ a. ob 
*, preached the Goſpel in Phrygia, and atlaſt was crucified at 
Hreravolis. 
* Bartholemew preached to the Indians, and (as ſome ſay ) was beaten 
with Cudgels ro death : or as others, he was flaid alive, and then be- 
headed. (1 
Thomas preached unto the Parthians, Medes and Perſians,&c, and in 
Indian he was flain witha dart. Fi2 F308 by 
Mathew preached tothe c#thiopians, and at laſt by the command of 
the King, was ran thorow with a ſword. | 1.7 £508 
Stmon Zelotes preached in Mawritaniaand eAfrick,and at length was 
crucified under Tratan, being above 112 years old. ak 211 
Jadas the brother of James preached to the Edeſſeans,and at laſt.was 
ſlain by the command of the King. ore 


Hatthias preached firlt in Hacedonia, and afterwards coming into 


| 


E 3 


Judee , | 


Pauls Martyr- 
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tyrdom. 
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30 | | T be firſt Perſecution 


© Fudes | he was by the Fevs firſt toned , and then beheaded. 


| ſand other fairhful Chriſtians, 


Mark the Evangeliſt preached in Alexanaria, and the neighbouring 
Regions,and afterwards was burnt by the furious Idolaters. 
Nicanor,one of the Deacons,was martyred,togerher with two thou- 


ColleRed out of the New Te{tament, azd Dorotheus. 
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Cuae. VII. 
The Firſt Primitive Perſecution which began 
_ An.Chriſti, 67. . 


His firſt Perſecution was begun by Domitias Nero, the 


N cronis. 


Nero ſexs Rome 
4 on fire. | 


Quinguennium | 


ſixt Emperour, Azzo 67.. or thereabuurs: the occaſion 
' whercot was this;Nero having paſſed over the firſt five 
years of his reign ſomewhat plauſibly, he then began to 
fall coall manner of prodigtous impietics:and amongſt 
other wicked deſigns,he had a great defire to conſume the ſtately im- 
perial City of Rome with fire ; pronouncing King Priamus an happy 


man,becauſe he beheld the end of his Kingdom and Countrey tuge- 
ther; yea, ſaid he, let zot all be rained when I am dead,but whillt I am yet a- 
{zwe:and for the effeRing of this villany,he ſent divers to kindle the fire 
infundry places;yea,ſome of his own bed-chamber were ſeen to carry 


- | Bight-watch and Pretorian guards did openly cheriſh it; and when 
| er.,, Which over-looked the, whole City, where he fed himſclf with 


KV T ray.. ; 


Flax, Toc, Torches, &c. to further it: and when any attempted 
roquench it, they were threatned for it ; others openly hurled fire- 
brands, crying, They knew what they did, there was one would Lear them 
out, This fire firſt began amongſt the Oyl-men and Drugſters ; The 


itwas throughly kindled, Nero went up to the top of Mecenas Tow- 


the fight of infinite. burnings, and ſang to his harp, the burning of 
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| burnt down. 2 
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Amongſt other ſtately buildings that were burned down, the C7rcu, | 
orrace-yard was one, being about half -a mile in length, of Y oval 
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p under the Heathen Emperors. 


a hundred and fitty chouſand Spectators without uncivil thouldrings - 
but the particulars were innumerable, the damage incſtimable ; be- 
ſides which,many thouſands of pe ople periſhed ; the flame and ſmoak 
ſmothered fome,the weight of ruins cruſhe others, the fire conſumed 
others ; otiicrs threw themſelves into the fire our of ſorrow and de- 
ſpair, and villains flew many. 

Bur Nero finding that this fire, which continned burning nine dayes, 
brought a great Odimupon himzto cxcule himſclt,he transferred rhe 
tault upon the Chriſtians, as it out of malice they had done it, and 
thereupon he raifcd this firſt perſecution againſtthem. For there was 
at this preſent a flouriſhing Ciurch of Chriſtians in Rome , even 
before St. Paul's arrival there, and Nero's own Court was ſecretly gar- 
niſhed and enriched with ſome of thoſe Diamons, whoſe ſaluratiuns 


the Apoſtle remembers in his Epiſtle to the Ph:I;pprazs. Bur whillt Nero 


with their blood, ſought ro quench and cover his own intamy, he pro- 
cured to himſelf new cnvy;waillt many that abhorred Chriltians for 
their Religion, commiſcrated their ſufferings as undeſerved. Some he 
cauſed to beſewed up in the skins of wild beaſts, and then worried 
them to death with dogs:ſome he crucified, others he burnt in publick, 
to furniſh his evening ſports with Bonefires. Many he cauſed to be 
packed up in paper ſtiffened in molten wax, with a coar of ſear-cloth 
abour thcir bodies, bound upright ro Axletrees, many of which were 
pitcht in the ground, and ſo ſer on fire atthe botrom, to maintain light 
tor Nero's night-ſports in his gardens. Some of chem were gored in 
length upon ſtakes, the one end faſtened in the earth, the other thruſt 
into their tundaments, and coming our at their mouths. 

Nor did this Perſecution rage in Rome alone, bur it was extended 
gencrally over the whole Empire, inſomuch that a man mighrtthen 
have ſcen Cities lic full of mens bodies , the old lying there rogether 
with the young, and the dead bodics of women caſt out naked in the 
open {treets,without all reverence of their ſex.Yea his rage and malice 
was ſo great, that he endeavoured to have rooted out the very name of 
Chriſtians inall places. Whereupon Tertull;an ſaid , That it could te 
z0 ordinary goodneſs which Nero condemned ; and, ſaith he , we glory on the 
behalf of our ſufferings, that they hadſuch a dedicator as he : bur this grear 
Perſecution,like a blaſt, did ſpread the Religion that it blew, and ha- 
ving continued four years fromthe firſt riſing, is expired in two moſt 
ſhining blazes, viz. in the Martyrdom of the two great Apoſtles 
Peter and Paul : Peter was crucified with his head down-wards,which 
manner of death himſelf made choice of , and whilſt he thus hung up- 


onthe Crols, he ſaw his wife going to her Martyrdom, whereupon he 


much rejoyced ; and calling her by her name, hebad her remember 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. At the ſame time.,alſo Paul,before Nero,made 
a confeſſion of his faith,and of the Doctrine which he taught ; where- 


upon he was condemned to be beheaded , and the Emperor ſent two | 


of his Eſquires, Ferega and Parthemis,to bring him word of his death: 


they | 
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they coming to Paul, heard him inſtru& the people, and thereupon 


defired himrto pray tor them that they might believe; who told chem, 
that ſhortly after they ſhould believe and be baprized : then the ſoul- 
diers led him out of the City to the place of execution , where he 
prayed, and then gave his neck to the {word, and fo was beheaded. 
This was done in the fourteenth,which was tne laſt year of Nero, | 


ColleFed out of the life of Nero Czſar, Euſcbius, azd the 
Book of Martyrs. 


Cuae, VIII. 


T he ſecond Primitive Perſecution , which began 
Anno 96. 


Fer the death of Neyo, there ſucceeded, firſt Veſpaſian, and then 

his ſon Tits in the Empire, under both whom the Church had 

reſt, bur Titus aſſociating to- himſelt his brother Flauius Domitian 
inthe Government of the Empire ; This wicked Monſter, firſt flew 
his brotaer,and then raiſed the ſecond perſecution againſt the Church 
of Chriſt. His pride was ſo great, that he commanded himſclf to be 
worſhiped as God z and that Ima. es of gold and filver ſhould be ſer 
up tor his honour in the Cap:to!.His cruelty was unmeaſurable. The 
chicteſt Nobles of the Roma Senators, either upon envy, or for their 

| goods, he cauſcd to be put to death, Having allo heard ſome rumors 
| cf Chrifts Kingdom , he was afraid, as Herod had been before him ; 
aud rhercupon commanded all of the linage of Dau;d to be ſought out 
and ſlain ; Ar laſt two poor Chriſtians that came of Fudas, the brother 
of Chriſt according to the fleſh, were brought before Domztiaz, and | 
accuſed to be of the Tribe of Fuds, and of the line of Dauid : Then | 
did the Emperour demand of them what ſtock of money and poſleſli- | 
ons they had 3 To whom they anſwered, that they two had not above ! 
rhirty nine Acres of land, vur of which they payed Tribute, and re. | 
lieved themſelves by rheir labour and induſtry, withal ſhewing him 
their hard and brawny hands, by reaſon of their labour. Then did he 
ask chem of Chriſt,and of his Kingdom; to whom they anſwered,thar | 
Chriſts Kingdom was not of this world, but ſpiritual and celeſtial . 


| dead. Hereupon he deſpiſed them as ſimple and contemptible perſons, 


St. Zobn put in> 
to boiling oyl. 
' Baniſhed into | 
Patmos, 


and that he would come at the laſt. day to judge the quick and the 


and ſo diſmiſſed them. He puniſhed an infinite company of Chriſtians 
that were famous in the Church, with exile, and loſs of their ſub- 
ſtance. Under this perſecution it was that St.Fohy, the beloved Diſci- | 

le, was firſt pur into a veſſel of boiling oyl, and coming fafe without 
4 out of the ſame, he was then baniſhed intothe Ile of Patmos , * 


| Amnno 97. where he continued till after the death of Domtian, but was * 


releaſed 


__ 
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/ releaſed under Pertinax : Ar which time he returned to Epheſus , where 
| helived till he was a hundred and rweny yearsold. During his abode 
there, he was requeſted to repaire to ſome place nor farre off, ro order 
\ their Ecclefiaſticall affairs ; and being ina certain City , he beheld in | 
; the Congregation a young mai , mighty of body , of a beautifull coun- ! Anexcellent 
renance , and fervent minde ; whereupon calling the chiet Biſhopunto | #91y (f® |} 
him, he ſaid , 7 commend this man unto thee with great diligence , in the EY NONrs | 
witneſs here of Chriſt and of the Church. The Biſhop having received | 
this charge, and promiſed his fairhtull diligence therein , Foh»ſpake 
the like words to him the ſecond time alſo , after which he returned 
unto Epheſus . The Biſhop having recetved this young man thus com- 
mitred to his charge , brought him home , kept , nourithed , inſtrudted 
and Baptized him ; and the young man ſo profited under him, thar ar 
| laſt he was made the Paſtor of a Congregation. Burt having by this 
| means more liberty then betore , ſome of his old companions began 
co reſort unto him ; who firſt drew him fourth ro ſumptuous and rivtous 
banquets ; then inticed' him to go abroad with them inthe nights to 
[rob and ſteal , and ro much other wickedneſs, And he being of a 
good wit , and ſtout courage , ran like an unbridled horſe to all manner 
| of diſorders and outrage : And aſſociating to himſelt many looſe and 
, diffolutz companions , he became their Head and Captain , in com- 
| mirting all kindes of murther and felonies. Not long after , upon 


ſome urgent occaſions , St Fohn was again ſent for into. thoſe parts , 
where having decided thoſe controveriies , and diſpatched thoſe bufi- 
| neſles for which he came , mecting with the afore-mentioned Biſhop, 
| | be required of himthe pledge , which before Chriſt and the Congre- | 
; | gation he had committed to his cuſtody.: The Biſhop herewith ama- | 

zed , ſuppoſing that he meant it of ſome money committed to him , 
; which yer he had not received , not daring to contradidt the Apoſtle, 
: he thereuponſtood mute : Then Fohz perceiving that he was not un- 
derſtood , ſaid , The young man, and the ſoul of our brother committed 
| to your cutody , I do require,  WWhereupon the Biſhop with many tears 

ſaid , He 1s dead : To whom Fohn replyed , How , and by what death 2 
| The Biſhop anſwered , He is dead to God , for he 1s become a wicked and 
Vicious man , and a thief , and now he doth frequent theſe mountains , with 
a company of thie ves and villatns like himſelf , 8&c. The Apoſtle, rending 
his garments witha great lamenration , ſaid , 7 left a good keeper of my 
brothers ſuul ; get me an horſe and guide preſently 5 which being done , he 
| weht ſtrait tothe mountains , and was no ſooner comethither , bur he 
{ was taken by the thieves thar watched for their prey,to whom he faid, 
| I came hither for this cauſe , Lead me to your Captain : and ſo being brought 
pme him , the Captain all armed , looked fiercely upon him, and 

| 


ſoon coming to the knowledge of him, he was ſtriken with ſuch 
ſhame and contuſion , that he began to flie , but the old man followed | 
him as faſt as he could , crying , My ſer why doft thou flie from thy fa- | 
| ther ? an armed nan fromone naked 2 ayoung man from au old man ? Have 
| pity upon me my fon : and feare not ythere - get bope of [al uation ,1 _ an- | | | 
| | wer 


eo 
—_— —_— ———_ __ YH —— 


pore 


"be | be ſecond Perſecution. | 
_ F wer for thee to Chriſt, 7 will die for thee if need be, as Chriſt ated for as , | 
| 1 will give my life for thee ;, Believe me, Chri5t bath ſent me. He hearing | 
| theſe rhings, firſt as ina maze, Roodittll, loſt his courage, caſt down 
. | his weapons, then trembled, and vvept bitterly, and coming to the 
| old man, heembraced him with many tears, only his right hand he 
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kept hid and covered. Then the Apoſtle , ater he had promiſed and 
aſlured him that he ſhould obtain pardon of our Saviour, falling 
upon his knees, he prayed for him,kifling his murthering right hand, 
vvhich for ſhame he duritnor ſhevv before,and then broughe him back 
to the Congregation, where he faſted and prayed continually for him , 
comforted and confirmed him with many Scripture-promiles,and left 
him nor, rill he had reſtored him to his tormer Office, and made him 
a great example of Gods Mercy to repentant ſinners. 
Simon crucit-| Tn this Perſecution Simeon Biſhop of Feruſalem, after many torments, 
A was crucified to dcath : and an innumerable company of Mar- 
ryrs ſuffered for rhe like teſtimony of the Lord Jeſus. amongſt whom 
vvas Flavia, the daughter of Flauius Clemens, a Roman Senator and 
| Conſul , vvhoamongft many others vvas baniſhed into the Ifle of 
Pont ia» 
Acrucldeath. | This Lavy alſo vvas made. by the Roman Senate , Noz debere demitt: 
Chriſtianos, qui ſemel ad tribunal veriſſent, niſt propoſitum mutezt, that 
Chriftians thould noe be let go, that vvere once brought before the 
Tribunal fear, except they renounced their Religion. Yea, that vvhich 
ſtirred up the Emperor more to perfecute the Chriſtians, vvere thoſe | 
abominable lies, and malicious flanders raiſed againſt themby the 
Chritiang | Heathen Idolarers, as thar they were a people that lived in ras” fon 
flandered: | in their nightly meetings, putting out the Candles, they ran together 
in all filthy manner ; that they killed their oyvn Children, and uſed to 
cat mans fleſh: that they vvere ſeditious and rebellious,and refuſed to 
| Charged with | ſvvcar by the fortune of (far ; and vvould not adore his Image in the 
Sedition and | Nfarker place, and in brief, that they were pernicious to the Romap 
Rebellion 5 b | : : N 
and che caoſers| Empire : yea, whenſocver any thing happened amiſs rothe Ciry of 
of all publick- | Rome, or to her Provinces,cither by famine, peſtilence, Earth-quakes , 
Yonerrhony iz| Wars, unſeafonable Weather, &c. it vvas preſently imputed to the 
Leones, Chriſtians. - Beſides, alſo there vvere a number of vvicked Promoters | 
and Accuſers, that for lucre's ſake, to have the poſſeſſions of the Chri- 
ſtians, accuſed and perſecuted them to the death, Alſo vvhen the 
Li | Chriſtians vvere brought before the Magiſtrates , they gave them an 
hee Oub &| Qarh,requiring them todeclarethe truth,yvherther they vvere Chriſti-| 
26) | | an$or no,and if they confefſſed;then by the Lavy,ſentence of death vvas| 
| paſſed againſt them. Yet vvere not theſe Tyrants content by death to} 
| deſtroy their bodies, butthe kinds of death vvere divers and horrible ;} 
vvhatſoever thecruelty of mans vvitty and vvicked invention could de- 
viſe for the puniſhment of mans body, vvas practiſed againſt the poor 


Flivis baniſh- 
ed. 


j 


| Variety of tor- 


ments, Saints of God ; Impriſonments, Stripes, Scourgings,Rackings, Tear- 
| ings, Stoning plates of iroa burning hot, laid tothe rendereſt parts of 
| their bodies , deep Dungeons, firangling in Priſons , the tecth of | 


vvild 


| quiry, till I recerved. further inftrutions from you about this majter. GZC., 
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| wild Beaſts , Gridirons, Gibbits and Gallows Toflings ufMhe 
| Horns of Bulls,&c. And when they were thus killed, their. bodies 


were laid on heaps, and dogs left ro keep them, thatnone might come 


they might be interred. Notwithſtanding all which horrible puniſh- 
j ments, the Church of Chriſt daily increaſed, being deeply rooted in 


ro bury them ; neither could any prayer or entreaty obtain leave that | 


Burial denied 
them. 


| 


| the Dodrine of the Apoſtles and Apoſtolicalmen,and watered plen-| 


| reoufly with the blood of rhe Saints, 

| Allo inthis perſecution, Protaſius and Gervaſ:w were martyred at 

' Millaine. Timothy was ſtoned to death at Epheſus, by rhe Worſhip- 
pers of Diaza. Dronyſius eAreopagita was {lain with the {word ar 
Paris, &C. 


Cuar 1X. 


'T he third Primitive Perſecution , which began 
| Anno Chriſti, 108. 


| 
| 


o ſlain by ſome of his own ſervants, Nerus ſucceeded 

him, who was a goud and mercifull man, ſtayed rhe perſecution 
againſt the Chriſtians, called them home from baniſhment, ſo that 
the Church enjoyed peace in his time , bur he reigning only thirteen 
moneths, 7rajar a Spaniard ſucceeded him, who inthe tenth year of 
his reign, raiſed the third perſecution againſt the Church, which was 
far more cruel then either of the former ; inaſmuch as Pl:z1us Secun- 
dus, an heathen Philoſopher, ſeeing the lamentabte {laughter of the 
Chriſtians,moved with pity, he wrote to Trajaz concerning the ſame ; 
that whereas there were many thouſands of rhemdaily put to death , 
there. were none of them which did any thing contrary to the Romaz 
Laws worthy of perſecution, ſaving that they ufed ro gather together 
in the morning before day, and ſing Hymns to a certain God that they 
vvorſhipped,called Chriſtzin other things they were godly and honeſt; 
and for proot hercof, ſaith he,1 cauſed two Maidens to be latd on the rack , 
aud with torments to be examined about the ſame ;, but finding nothing in them 
but only lewd and immoderate ſuperſtition , 1 reſolved to ſurceaſe further en- 


Omitiaz being 


Trajar having read this Epiſtlezrerurned anſwer, that it was his mind, 
that the Chriſtians ſhould not be ſought after,but if they were brought, 
and convicted, that then they ſhould ſuffer execution : whereof Ter- 
tullian, ſpeaking, faith, O confuſed ſentence! He would not have them ſought 


| Protaſas. Goe- 
| Vaſizs. 
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T'rajans perſe- 
cution, 


| 
Pliny writes in 


the Chriſtians 
behalf. \ 
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Chriſtianity | 


accounted (u- 
perſſticion, 


Tertulligns 
ſpeech, 


though upon this a&, the rage of the perſecution was ſomewhat aba-' 
ted, yet many evil diſpoſed men, and cruel Officers there were,vvhich, 


| ceaſed not to afflict the Chriſtians in divers Provinces : eſpecially if any 


commotion 


for as men 1nnocent, axd yet would have them punt ſhed as men guilty : Now |- 


—— 


ME 
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| xyrs. he was devoured of wild beaſts , and beſides theſe, many chouſand 


hr 


ty15, with their families ſuffered Martyrdom. Alſo about this time, Zexor 
Zenon, . . 

a noble manof Rome, with above ten rhouſand more were {lain for 

oy Chriſts ſake. Alſo in mount eArarath were ten thouſand Chriſtians 

* | crucified, crowned with thorns, and rhruſt into the {ide with ſharp 

| Euſuchis darts.after the example of the Lords paſſion.  EuSachius,a noble Cap- 


wo 


gratitude. > 1 of the ingrarcfull Emperour. Alſo Fauſtinus and Fotita, 


The third Perſecution 


orion was raiſed inany of them, then preſently were the Chri- 

fans blamed for it. Tr4jaz ſent a command to Feruſalem, that who- 
The >> of! ſoever could be tound out of the ſtock of Datid,, ſnould be enquired 
David fought | for, and put todeath ; hereupon fome Seftarics of the Jewiſh-nation, 
"” accuſed Simeon the ſon of Cleophas, to come of Dauras line, and that 

he was a Chriſtian: of which Accuſers it happened,thar ſome of them 

were taken tobe of the ſtock of Dauid, and fo moſt righteouſly were 
A juſt reward. | Exccuted themſelves whg ſought the deſtruction of others. In this 
phecxe Martyr, | Perſecution ſuffered Phocas Bithop of Poxtus, whom Trajan, becaile he 
would not ſacrifice to Neptuze, cauſed to be cat into a hor lime-kilne , 
| and afterwards to be pur into a {calding bath, where he ended his life 
in the cauſe of Chriſt : As alſo Sulpitivs Seruilianus, and Nerens, and 
Sulptize, Ne-| 4chilleus ſuffered Martyrdom in Rome, Sagaris in Aſia, Then alſo 


ad 4- . . . © 
chilens Mar- | Ignatius Biſhop of Antioch was apprehended and ſent ro Rome, where 


others, 
Adrian Emp. | After the death of Trajan, ſucceeded Hadrian, who continued this 


ilcxmie, | third perſecution againſt the Chrſtians z at which time , Alexander 
Deirixusmar-| Biſhop of Rome, with his rwo Deacons , as alſo Hermes and @urrinns 


tain, who Trajan had ſent out to war againſt the Barbariazs ; after 
(through Gods Mercy) he had valiantly ſubdued his enemies, was re- 
' turning home with viftory : Hadrian for joy,went to meer him, and to 
bring him home with triumph : bur by the way,he would nceds facri- 
fice to Apollo,for the victory obtained,willing Eu achius to do the ſame 
with him; but when by no means he could be "0p thereto,com- 


| ing to Romeghe with his wite and Children ſuffered Martyrdom;by the 


Martyr. 


Menftrcus in» 


Fauſiinw; and| Citizenof Brixig,were martyred with many torments z which cauſed. 
=y Mat” | one (alocerius,beholding their admirable patience in the midfi of their | 
cruel torments, to cry out, Vere magnus eff Dew Chritianorum , Verily 

great is the God of the Chriſtians ; whereupon being apprehend- 
| ed; he was made Partaker of their Martyrdom. Alfo Eleutherius Bi- 
Bleuther3us , | ſhop in Apalia, was behea led, together with his mother Azthea. Alſo 
ow ik Symphoriſſa, a godly Matron, was often cruelly ſcourged, afterwards 
Maccyrs. hanged up bythe hairs of her head : ar laſt had a huge ſtone faſtened 
; to her, and ſo thrown into the river; after which her ſeven 
—_— even) Children in like manner, with ſundry and divers kinds of torments 
were all of them martyred by the Tyrant. Theſe ſeven Childrenof 
Symphoriſſa,were faſtencd to ſeven ſtakes,then racked up witha pully , 

& afterwards thruſt thorow;Creſcezs in the neck,Ful:anus in the breaſt, 

Nemeſ;us in the heart, Primztium in the navil, Juſtizus was cut in ' 

| every joint of his body, Statteus run thorow with ſpears, and Eugeniu . 

pa 


—_— 
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| cut aſunder from the breaſt to the lower parts , and then all of them! 

| were caſt into a deep pit; Adria being at Athens,ſacriticed tothe Idols! 

after the manner of the 6rec;axs, and gave free leave to whom. oever| 

vyould,to perlccute the Chriſtians, which thould refuſe it:whercupon | 

Quadratus buhop of Athezs, a man ct admirable zcal, and tamous ter ! , 
, " : ' | Wuadratus his 

| learning, exhibited ro the Emperour a learned and cxccllent Apolo- ) apuloyy for 


y in defence of the Chriſtian Religiun:The like alſo did AriHzdes, an| the Cbr.ftiar s, 
and Aaviſtidce, 
| and S6rnks, 


excellent Philoſopher in Athess. There was alſo one Serexus Granim, a 
man of great nobility, who writ pithy and grave Letters to Hadriaz ; 
| ſhewing that it was neither agrecable to right nor reaſon,that the blood 
of innocents ſhould be given up to the rage and fury of the people ,| 
and be condemned for noother fault bur tor their opinions; Here- 
upon the Emperour became more favourable to them, writing alſo 
in their behalt ro Minutivs Fundanus , Proconſul of Aſia , thar if 
they had no other crime objected againſt them,bur their Religion,they 
ſhould not be pur to death. Yet notwithſtanding all this,the rage of the 
heathen multitude did not difquier and perſecute the people of God ; 
imputing to them whatſoever miſchief and judgements befell them ; 
yea, they invented againſt them all manner of Contumelics, and falſe | Chriſtians. | 
crimes to accule them of, whereby many in ſundry places vvere mo- ju 
lcſted and put death. 

After Hadrian, ſucceeded Antoninus Pius, vvho being informed of | An. Pi. Emp. 
the cruel ſufferings of the Chriſtians, vvrote this Letter to his Com- _ -—_— 
mons of Aſia, forbidding them to perſecute the Chriſtians any fur- | 
ther, which Epiſtle he thus concludes, 1f any hereafter ſhall fie any 
vexation and tronble to Chriſtians, haUing no other cauſe, but becauſe they 
are ſuch, let him that 1s appeached, be releaſed, and freely diſcharged,and let| An excellent 
his eAccuſer ſuſtain the puniſhment, &c. —_ 

By this means then the tempeſt of perſecution began in thoſe days 
to beappeaſed , through the mercifull providence of Godzwho would 
not have his Church to be utterly overthrown and rooted up thereby - 
The rod of the wicked ſhall not always reſt upox the lot of the righteous , 


Plalm 125.3. 
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 Cnuae, X. 
T he fourth Primitive Perſecution , which began 
Anno Chriſti, 162. | 


Fter the death of that quictand mild Prince Antonius Pins, his 
A ſon M. Antonius Verus ſucceeded inthe Empire a ſternand ſevere! 
man by nature, who raiſed the fourth perſecution againtt the Chri-! 
ſtians; wherein a great nutnber of them ; who truly profefſed! x 
Chriſt, ſuffered moſt cruel puniſhments and torments eipectally in 4-| 
ſia and France,amongſt whom was.Polycarp Biſhop of Smyraa, wito was 
burnr at a ſtake at Smyrza,together with twelve others that came from| ,,, - | 

. . : . Jſ\arp mar 
Philadelphia, Alſo Germanicus a young man, did moſt conſtantly per- | yr. a 
ſevere inthe Dofrine of Chriſt, whom when the Proconſul of Aſra' ; 
defired to remember his age, and tofavour himſelf, he would by no | Germanacus, 
flatreries be with-drawn from his ſtedfaftneſs, but remaining conſtant , ©nian9: 
was thrown to the wild beaſts, whom he allured and provoked to | 
come upon him , and devour him, that he mightbe the more ſpee- | 
| dily delivered our of this wretched life. Alſo in this perſecution ſuf-! .2/rodoras. | 
| fercd Metrodorus , a Miniftcr, who was conſumned by fircz and Pionrus * fone Apol- | 
: who after much boldneſs of ſpeech, with his Apologies exhibired , ng a 
| and his Sermons made to the people in detence of rhe Chriſtian faith, 

and after much relicving and comforting ſuch as were in priſons and 
diftreſs, at laſt was pur ro cruel torments, and then burned in the fire, 
Alfo at Pargamops!is in Aſia, ſuffered Carpus, Paprlus, and Agathonica, 
a woman, who after their moſt conſtant and worthy confefltons, were 
put ro dearh. 

Ar Rome,Felicit4s with her ſeven Children were martyred,whereof} @ 
| her eldeſt ſon, after he vvas whipt and grievouſly ſcourged with rods, |? OM wy 
vvas preſt to death with leaden weights: che two next had their brains * oe 
beaten our with mawls : rhe fourth was thrown down head-long 
from an high place, and brake his neck : the three youngeſt were 
beheaded ; and laſtly, the mother was ſlain with the ſvvord. 
| Alſo Futtz Martyr, a manthat excelled in learning and Philoſophy, : 
1 and a great Detznder of the Chriſtian Religion, who had deliver-| zugin arr 


Carpus, Pafilus 
and {gathonica. | 


— 


| ed ro-the Emperor atid Senate, an Apology in detence of the Chri- ants 
| ſtians, ſuffered Martyrdom igttiis perſecution. OI 
There was in Egypt -a ceffain woman married to a husband rhar 


was given muchunto laciviouſneſs,  whereunto ſhe her {elf alſo had 
been formerly addited 3 but being inſtructed in the Chriſtian Relt- 
gion, ſhe became a chaſtand godly Matron, and endeavonred to per- 
wade her husband alſo thereunto : But he continuing in his filthy lite, 
ſhe reſolved tobe divorced from himzyet.at the requeſtof her friends: 
ſhe forbore, to try if by any means he would be reclaimed : Bur he 
Solng to Alexandria, and ring more licenciouſly then bee 
| . | ied: 
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ſued outa bill of Divorce,and ſo was ſeparated from him ; then did ' 
this malicious wretch acculc het ro be a Chriſtian, which was no lcfle 
then death, whereupon ſhe being ingreat perill, delivered upa ſuppli- 
cation to the Empcrour , craving bur ſo much tavonr , that the might 

'o and ſet her family in order , and then ſhe would beready to anſwer 
troall ſuch crimes as ſhould be objccted againſt her : This petition the 
Emperour granted ; Her husband perceiving that he was truſtrared of 
his expeRation , went and accuſed Prolemers ( who was her inſtructer 
in the faith of Chriſt) that he was a Chriſtian. Prolemen loving the 
truth, and not thinking it good to hide his profeſſion , confeſſed it : 
Therefore being brought beforc U/4icius the Judge, he was by him 
condemned to die 5 VVhercupon one Znczus a Chriſtian, ſtanding by, 
ſaid to the Judge, What reaſon, 1 pray you, or equity is this, that this man, 
who 1s neither Adulterer, Foryicator, Murtherer, nor Felon, nor guilty 
of any other crime, ſhould he condemned for his name, aud profeſson of 
Chriſtianity > Theſe manne; of Fudgements ( O Urbicius ) are peither ho- 
zourable for the Emperor, nor for the eſtate of the Senate of Rome : Then 
ſaid Urbicius, Merhinks rhou alſoart a Chriſtian, which Lucius con- 
feſling, the Judge without any further delay, commanded him alſo to 


| be hadaway to the place of Execution ; ro whom he anſwered, 1 tha,k 


ou with all my heart, that hereby you releaſe me from moſt wicked g0UCrnors, 
and ſend me to my good and loving Father , who is God of gods , aud 
King of Kings. Alſoa third man coming to the Judge, and uſing the 
like liberty of ſpcech, had the like ſentence of death,and was crown- 
cd with the ſame crown of Martyrdom. | 

Alfo one Cozcordus, a Miniſter of the City of Spoleto, becauſe he re- 
fuſed to ſacrifice to Fpzter, and did ſpit inthe face of the Idol, atter 
divers cruel torments ſuſtained, was beheaded with the ſword. 

Many others alſo ſuſfered Martyrdom at the ſame time, becauſe 
they ſharply reprehended Idolatry,and refuſed at the Emperors com- 
mand,to offer ſacrifice to Idols, for which they were beheaded. 

Many Chriſtians alſo ſuffered in Fraxce, the Hiſtory of whom was 
written, and ſet forth by their own Churches, and directed ro the bre- | 
thren of 4ſia and Phrygia ; wherein they write, that Satans Inſtru- 
ments were ſo maliciouſly active againſt chem, that they could not be 
fate any where, neither inthe Markers, Shops, nor their own Houſes. 
Yea,they were forbidden to come into any publick places : But God in 
Mercy took out of the Tyrants hands, tuch as were weak amongſt the 
Chriſtians, and ſets up uthers, as Pillars, who are able toabide all 
ſufferings, and valiantly to withſtand the enemy, notwithſtanding all 
the opprobrious puniſhments they could deviſe; yea, by their admira- 
ble patience they ſhewed tharall the ſufferings of this preſent time 
were not to be compared with the glocy which they expected to be re- 
vealed in them. Firſt they ſuffered wharſoever the frantick multitude 
could infli& upon them,by railings, ſcourgings, drawings and halings , 
flinging of ſtones, impriſonment, &«c. Then were they led tothe Mar- 


ket-place, vvhere the Captain and other City-Officers, commanded | 
them 
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them to priſon, after they had made confeſſions of their faith pub-| 
licklytill rae return of the chief Governor: Who being come back,he| 7; 
uted ail extremity that poſſibly he could againſt them. Ar which time | | of 
anvvle young man, called Vetius Epagathus , being repleniſhed with Oo a ag + 
{icrvent zcal and love, both-to God and the brethren, could not fſut- Mg 
tcr the wicked Judgement which vvas given againſt the brethren: | | 
VV icreupon he dctired the Governor to hear vvhar he had to ſay in 
cicir behalt, in whom vvas no imptery found : Bur the people crycd | | 
out againlt lim , and the Juſtice denied his lawtull requeſt, withal, | 
| asKlng htm vviiccher he himſelt vvere not a Chriſtian 2 unto which , | | 
vvith a loud and bold voice he anſwered.z am 4 (þriſtian;And thus was | 
he received into the fellowſhip of the Martyrs, By this worthy cx- | 
ample the reſt of the brethren were more animated to ſuffer Martyr- | 
| dom : Yer foie racre were as yet weak, and not fo well prepared for 
ſufferings, of vvhomn there vvere ten that fainted, vvhich filled the 
reſt vvith great heavineſs, Their example alſo cauſed ſuch as vvere not | rag | 
{yet appreiended to be lefs forward 1m adventuring themſelves ; yet | hu | 
| every day were ſome apprehended, which were worthy to fillup the 
number of them winch vvere tailen. 
Azainſt rhe Chriſtians vvcre their heathen ſervants examined, and. | 
being threatned vvith exrream torments, they vvere enforced r9 con-| | 
| els againſt their Maſters,that ar their meetings they kepr the feaſts of | q;mmee4s 
| | Thiestes, and incelt of Oedipus, and many other ſuch like crunes, not 
ficto benamed, which things being brured abroad, every one began 
| ro excrciſe their cruclty againſt the people of God ; yea,their tami- 
ltar triends diſdained and vvaxed mad againſt them. 
| Then vvas all manner of cruelty uſed againſt them.cſpecially againſt 
| Sanfizs; Deacon of the Church of Yieza, and cMaturus, bur a little 
betore buptized , but yer a worthy ſouldier of Chriſt. Allo againſt, gngnm 1 | 
Aitalus and Blandina, concerning whom vve vvere all afraid, ctpecl- | 4rratus. 
{ally licr Miſtre {s, left through vyeakneſs ſhe ſhould nor ſtand to her | Blandira 
| profefſion;bur.chrough Gods Grace ſhe vvas ſo admirably repleniſhed | 
vvith ſtrength and boldneſs, that they vvhich had the rormenting of | ho miracle of 
her by courſe from morning rill night , for very vvearinefs gave over, | 7 
and tcl] dovvn,confcfling rhat rhey could do no more againſt her, mar- M 
velling rhar ſhe yet lived, having her body ſo tornand rent as It vvas: TIER 
profcfling that any one of thoſe rorments alone had been ſufficient to 
bercave her of life. Bur rhis bleſſed Virgin became ſtronger and 
{ ſtronger in her ſufferings, and as often as the ſpake theſe vvords, 
( LamaCbrittian , and have ot committed any evil , ſhe was vvondertully 
' Comforted. | 
| Sanfns-alſo, who in his rorments had endured more painsthenthe 
| nature of man vvas able to ſtand under, whenthe wicked» thought to 
| have heard him utter ſome blaſphemous vvords, through the intolle- 
rableneſs of his pains, abode notwithſtanding ſo conſtant in mind , 
| that they conld neither cxrort out of him . vvhar Countryman he vvas, 
' where brought up, what his name was,vvherher a bond-man,or a _ 
G n ut 
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Admirable /but to every queſtion he anſwered, 7 am 4 Chriftiay : When therefore 
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they had uſed all other kinds of torments, they clapped plates of 
brals red hot to the tendereſt parts of his body, wherewith, though he 
was grievouſlly ſcorched, yet ſhrunk he not for the matter; yea though 
his body was all drawn together with the ſcorching fire, fo that he re- 


| rained not the proper ſhape of a man, yer did he draw comfort from 


A miracle of 
Mercy. 


 Biblides. 


Photinus. 


| 
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Chriſt,ſo as to rcjoyce inthele tribulations, After a while they brought 
him again ro new torments, hoping thereby to enforce him to a recan- 
tation ; at which time his boy was ſo fore and ſwoln, that he could 
not ſuffer a man to touch him : bur contrary to their expeRation, his 
body in theſe latter torments was ſo ſuppled and reſtored , that he rc- 
covered the former ſhape and uſe of his members, ſo that theſe ſecond 
torments, through the Grace ot Chriſt, proveda ſoveraign medi- 
cine to him. 

Satanalſo now thinking that he was ſure of B:3l;des , who was one 
of thoſe that had denied Chriſt, and hoping to prevail with her, a 
weak and feeble woman in the faith, to damn her ſoul by blaſphe- 
mins God, brought her to the place of Execution ; but ſhe in the 
midit of her torments returning to her {elf, and by thoſe pains remem- 
bring the torments of hell, ſaid to her tormentors, How ſpould we Chri- 
ſtians eat our own Children ( as you report of us) when we eat not the blood 
of aiy leaf? and ſo confeſfing her felt ro be a Chriſtian, the was mar- 
cried with the reſt. 

Yer heredid nor the rage of the enemies ceaſe ; for when the Chri- 
ſtians were caſt into priſon, they were ſhut up in dark and ugly dun- 
geons,and drawn by the feer ina rack, evenunto the fifth hole: ſome of 
them were ſtrangled and killed 1n the prifons;others remaining in pri- 
ſon, deſtitute of all humane help, were ſo ſtrengthned by the Lord, 
both in body and mind, that they werea great comfort to the reſt : 
The younger fort, whoſe bodies had nor yer teltthe laſh of the whip, 
were not able to endure the ſharpneſs of their impriſonment,bur died 
under the ſame. 

Photinus, Deacon to the Biſhop of Lyoxs, about eighty nine years 
old, weak and feeble, by reaſon of age and ſickneſs, yet of a lively 
ſpirit and courage,by reaſon of the great defire which he had of mar- 
tyrdom, being brought to the Judgement ſear, and being there de- 
manded of the chief Ruler, What was the Chriſtian-mans Godzhe an- 
ſwered, 1f thou beeſt worthy to know, thou ſhalt know : the Ruler being en- 
raged herewith, cauſed him to be extreamly beaten: alſo ſuch as 
ſtood next him,did him all the deſpight they could,beating and kick- 
ing him withour any regard to his reverend gray hairs ; others that 
were further off, threw at him vvhatſoever came next hand ; and thus 
whilſt he vvas gaſping atter life,they threw him into priſon, where af..' 
ter tyvo days he died. | | 

They alfo vvhich inthe firſt peſecution had denied Chriſt , vvere 
apprehended, caſt into priſon, and made partakers of the others affli- 
&ions ; yea, they had twice ſo much puniſhment as the other had: and 

| whereas 


oe” 07 IO hoe 


{ eAttal:s brought forth with this inſcription, This is Atralus the Chri#1- 
' az, aglinſt whom the people were much enraged , but the Gover- 
 nour underſtanding that he wasa Romaz, remanded him to priſon till 


—_— 


| Chriſtian: Theſe holy mcn having been thus made a ſpeRacle all the 
| day to the people, were at laſt (lain. Then Blandiza being faſtened to a | 
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whereas they which had been conſtant, were refreſhed with the joy of | Darger of :A- 
Martyrdom, with the hope of Gods Promiſes, and with the love of | Pficy. | 


| | Chriit, and his holy Spirit z the other Apoſtates being full of guilt , 


went out to death, with deje&ted and il]-tavoured countenances, and 
were filled with ſhame, ſo that the very Gentiles reviled them as de - 
gcnerous perſons, and worthy to ſuffer as cvil-doers ; whereas in the 
' 1Nean time, they which had remained conſtant, went to their Martyr- 
dom with cheertull countenances,adorned with glory and grace : yea, 
their very bonds wherewith they were tyed, ſcrt them out as brides 
when they are decked in gorgious aray:and withal they had ſucha re- 
! dolent {mel], as it rhey had been anoinred with ſome ſweer balm : by 
| which ſights the reſt were confirmed, and being apprehended, confe(- 
{ed Chriſt without any ſtaggering. 

The Martyrdom of the Saints was of divers kinds, as the offering ro 
God a Garland decked with ſundry kinds of colours and flowers. 

HMaturus, Attalus, and Blandina, were again brought forth to the 
| publick Scaffold, where Maturus and Santm ſuffered again all manner 
| of torments ,as it they had ſuffered nothing before:They were ſcour- 
ged, torn of wild beaſts, ſet in red hot iron chairs,in which their bu- 
| dies were dried as on a grid-iron,and their rormentors raged more and } 
more againſt them, labouring co overcome the patience of the Saints ; 
yet could they get nothing out of Saz#s's mouth , bur that he was a 


ſtake, was caſt to the wild beaſts, but they, as being more mercifull| 
then men, would not come near her : then they caſt her again into pri- 
ſon, whete the, though a wekk woman, yer armed with invincible| 
conrage by Chriſt , mightily encouraged her brethren. Then was| 


lhe underſtood the Emperors pleaſure : Many that had betore denied | ,, 
(Chriſt, through Gods Grace, recovered themſelves again, and raſted | fals 
the ſweetneſs of him that deſired not the death of a finner,@&c. and 
of their own accord came tothe Judgement ſeat to be examined ; then 
d id the Judge, whena great concourſe of people was met together , 
2nd for all che Chriſtian priſoners, and as many as were Free-men of 
| R eme he beheaded, the Reſidue he gave to be devoured of wild beaſts, 
a1 nongſt whom alſo-cthey which had before denied Chriſt , joyfully 
ſuſfered Martyrdom. Whilſt the Chriſtians were examining arthe PORINAE 
Bir, one Alexander, a Phyſitian, by figns,and becks, perſwaded thoſe F 
wldtch were examined boldly ro confeſs Chriſt, which the people tak- | 
inc} notice of, accuſed him tothe Judge: who asking him whar Religi- 
on he was of, he anſwered,7 am a Chri1an : whereupon he was immes | 
| dicitly adjudged to be devoured of the beaſts. | — 
'The next day was Attals andthis Alexander brought forth tothe | 


Scaffold, where they had all —_ of torments inflicted upon cm 
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E | and having endured the greneey agony that poſſibly they could be put 
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of fifteen years | I4 who def" ying their Idols,and conſtantly cleaving to Chriſt,were pur 
old. > . A S. 
| to all the rorments their enraged enemies could deviſe : the youth ha- 


Fuſtin Marte, Alfotn this mare Fufttn Martyr, through the malice of Cye- 


to, they were at the laſt {lain : Alexazder never fo much as fighed,bur 
prayed to, and praiſed God all the while he was tormented : Attalus, 
Note. when he wasſcr in the iron chair, andthe frying ſavour of his burning 
body began to ſmel], ſaid ro rhe people, Behold! this which you do is to eat 

mans fleſh : for we neither eat men, nor commut any other wickedneſs : And 
being demanded what was the name of their God, he ſaid, Our God 
Blaſpkemy* | hath noſuchname as men have ; then ſaid they, Lerus ſec whether your 
| God can help you, and take you out of our hands. Then was Blazdirna.| 
Ponticus n boy | again brought forth,and with her one Poxtzcus, a youth of fifteen years 


ving ſuffered all kinds of rorments,at laſt gave up the ghoſt : Blazdina 
| was firſt pititully whipped, then thrown co the wild beaſts, then tor- 
mented upon the grid-iron, then put intoa ner, and thrown to the wild 
Bull, and when ſhe was toſſed,gored,and wounded with his horns,ſhe 
| was at laſt ſlain,but was ſo filled with raviſhing joyes of the H.Ghoſt, 
Toy unſpcak- | that ſhefelt no pain during all her rorments. Such as were ſtrangled 
_ inpriſons, were afterwards thrown to dogs , and had keepers. both 

day and night ſet ro watch them, leſt their bones and members ſhould 

be buried. In the mean time the Gentiles extolled their Idols, mocking 
Blaſphemy. | and flouting the Chriſtians, ſaying, #here 7s your God that you ſo much 
| boaſt of 2 and what helpeth this your religion for which you griue your Iives 2 
The bodies of the Martyrs were thus made a gazing-ſtock for fix days 
in the openftreers, and then were burned,and their Aſhes thrown into 


the River. 


Alivter. ) (;ens the Philoſopher, ſuffered Martyrdom. Alſo one Alcibiades a 
mar'of a ſtrict life, eating only bread and water, was caſt into the 
priſon where cAttalus, and other Chriſtians lay ; and Alcib:ades con- 
tinned'the ſame ſtrict diet in priſon : but it was from God revealed to 

| Attalus, tharhe did not well in refuſing the other good Creatures of 
God, and that it was ſcandalous to his brethren : whereupon he re- 
formed, and ate of all things boldly with thankſgiving. 

Cle, Apotina-| Abour this time Clandins Apolinaris, Biſhop of Hieropol:s,and Melito 

rizand Mclito) Biſhop of Sardis, eloquent ard learned men, delivered to the Empe- 

Apologize for | : | s . - __ 

medi | rour excellent Apologies written by them in defence of the Chriſtian 
Religion, whereby they prevailed with him ſomewhar to ſtay the rage 

of his Perſecution:which alſo was furthered upon this occaſion: Marcy 

Aurelms , and Marcus Antonius the Emperors, going to Var againſ 

the Puzdes, Vandals, Sarmates and Germans ; their Army, by the mul. 

titude of 'their enemies, was coopt up in ſome ſtrait,dry and hot pla. 
ces, Where the ſouldiers having been deſtitute of warer for five day 

The wn: | © ether, were'all like to periſh. Hereupon a aps <p of Chriſtia 

ring Legion.) ouldicrsbeing inthe Army,with-drew apart from the reſt, and fallin 
proſtrate uponthe earth,by ardent prayer, obtained of God a doub! 

relicf+ forthe Lord ſeht the Romays ſuch ſhowers, as ſatisfied thei 
—_—— a - neceſſities 
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neceſlitics, and flaſhed ſuch lightnings againſt their enemies, thar 
thereby they were diſcomfited and putto flight. This Miracle ſo plea- 
{ſed the Emperor, that cver after he uſed the Chriſtians gentler, wri- 
ting alſo to divers Rulers, commanding them to give thanks to the 
Chriſtians, as for their victory, ſo for the preſervation of himſelf,and 
his Army. His letters was to this purpoſe, That whereas himſelf 
and Army, were invironed with nine hundred ſeventy five thouſand 
fighting men; and were like to periſh for want of water , the Chrifſti- 
ans praying toa God, that he knew not, obtained relief for him, and 
by hail and lightning, Deſtruction to his enenues ; whereby he per- 
ceived their God to be a mighty God. Hereupon he decreed that none | 
ſhould be puniſhed for the Chriſtian Profeſſion, being guilty of no| « pcoq Eaig. 
other crime, and that the Accuſers of the Chriſtians ſhould be burned | 
alive : Which degree he commanded tobe recorded in the Senate- 
houſe, proclaimed publickly inche Courr of Trajap, and ſent diligent- 
ly into all his Provinces, that all might rake notice of the ſame. 

Yet not long after, Apolonzusa noble Senator of Rome, was accuſed | ,,,1,,;,, 
by his own ſervant before the Judge, for being a Chriſtian ; The Ac- 
cuſer, according to the the Decree, had his legs broken, and was put | , ;ug reward 
to death. Bur Apollozius having rendred an accocnt of his faith before | of weachery. 
the Senate, was condemned tobe beheaded, notwithſtanding the De- 
cree, becauſe there was an old Law, that any that was arraigned for 
profeſfing Chriſt, without a recantation, could not be releaſed. 

 Commoaus the Emperorupon his birth-day, calling the people of 
Rome together,in a great royalty, clothed in his Lions skin, ſacrificed to 
Hercules cauſing it to be proclaimed,that Hercules was the Patron of the 
City:whercupon Yizcentius, Euſebius, Peregrinus and Pontentianus, learn- 


Vincentius,Eu- 


' ed men, and Paſtors of the Congregartions, being ſtirred up with zeal, | him, Peregri- 
| went about from place to place, converting the Gentiles tothe faith of | ”s and Peten- 


174nus, | 


Chriſt, and hearing of che madneſs of the Emperor and people, they| z.,1 
reproved that Idolatrous blindneſs, exhorting them to believe in the 
true and living God,and thar forſaking the worſhipping of devils,they 
ſhould honour God alone. The Emperor hearing thereof, cauſed 
them to be apprehended, and required them to ſacrifice tov Hercules, 
which they refuſing to do, he cauſed them tobe Jrmnuny rormented, | 
and at laſt to be preſſed ro death with weights of lead. 

Tulius a Roman Senator , having been converted by the preaching 
of theſe men, afterwards ſent for Ruffius a Miniſter, by whom him- 
ſelf and all his family were baprized, and burning with holy zeal, he| Zeal. 
made an open profeſſion of the faith of Chriſt,praying that he might 
not only believe,, but that he might have the honour to ſuffer for his 
Name. TheEmperor hearing that he was become a Chriſtian, ſent 
for him, to whom he ſaid,' © Julius , what madneſs poſſeſſeth thee thus 
to forſake the Religion of thy Fore-fathers, to embrace a new and fond kind of 
Religion of the Chrift:aus > Hereupon Julius made before him a free 
and opcn profeſſion of his faith, affirming tharthe Roman gods were 
talſe gods, and that they that worſhipped them, ſhould be P—_— 
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heating that he deſpiſed 
his gods, was much enraged, and committed him 'to/7tel:us, a cruel 
and fierce man, to'compell him,cither to ſacrifice to Hercules,or to ſlay 
him : But Jul:#« nothing diſcouraged, and perſwading Y3itellzu to ac- 
knowledge, and ſerve the truce God, was at his command, with Cud- 
gels bearcn to death. 


——— 


 Cunae. Xl. 
The Fifth Primitive Perſecution which hegan 
An.Chriſti,205. 


Ommodus being dead, Pertinax ſucceeded in the Empire, under 
whom the Church enjoyed peace, and flourithed exceedingly , 
ſothat many of the Nobles ot Rome embraced the true faith,together 
with their whole houſholds. IP 
Severus Empe-| Pertinax being dead, Severus ſucceeded, and inthe firſt ten ycars 
rour, of his reign he was very mild and gentle to the Chriſtians: Bur atter- 
wards, em ſiniſter ſuggcſtions , and malicious accuſations; he 


PS — 


| 


was ſo incenſcd, that by his proclamations he commanded that nv 

Chriſtians ſhould any more be ſuffercd to live, Hereby grear pet- 

ſecution was ſtirred up on every ſide, and an infinite number of Mar- 

tyrs were {lain. The crimes objected againſt the Chriſtians were ſedi> 

Chriſtians | ton, rebellion againſt che Emperor,Secriledge, Murthering of Infants, 

_— with | inceſtuous pollucions, eating raw fleſh, worſhipping the head of an 

rebellion;+c, | Alle, & co bur eſpecially that they would nor worthip their Idols. 

The Places where this perſecution molt raged, were Af/:ca,C apadocia, 

Alexandria and Carthage. The number of them that ſuffered, was 

innumerable, amongſt whom was Leorzdes the father of Origen ; with 

_ father whom Origen his ſon, betng bur ſeventcen years old, would have ſuf- 

0 He | fered, (ſuch a fervent defire he had of Martyrdom) had not his mo- 

ther privily in the night conveyed away his ſhirt and cloths, where- 

upon,more for ſhame to be ſezn,then for fear to dic,he was conſtrain- 
ed toremain athome. 

Origen was afterwards a Profeſſor of Divinity at Alexandria, and 

Pluterch., |! out of his ſchool, one Plutarch ſuffered Martyrdom, as alſo Serenus his' 


Zeal, 


9 brother, who was burned, and another Serezus who was beheaded. 
Marcella and | Potamienaalſo, who was tormented with boiling pitch poured upon 
Rbais, her, and afterwards with her mother Marcela, and Rhais burned in| 


the fire. This Potamiena being a beautifull Virgin,was committed to 
' | Captain Baſil:des to ſee execution done upon her, and as he led her to' 
| | the place of Execution, he repreſſed the rage of the multirude , who 
followed her with many railings and revilings, whereupon, to requite 
his kindneſs, ſhe prayed to the Lord for his Converſion to the true 
faich,and ſo with admirable patience ſhe ſuffered Martyrdom. 
| | Shortly 
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| Shorrly after Baſilides being required to give an oath in the behalf of 3nd bis 
his fellow-ſouldiers, he dented the ſame, plainly affirming that he] farge com 
vvas a Chriſtian, and therefore he could not ſwear by the Idols, &c. C——_ 
They vvhich heard him,thought that he jeſted ar firſt,bur when he had 
conſtantly affirmed it, they had him before the Judge, vvho commit- 
| red him to vvard : the Chriſtians vvondring art ir, vvent to him,and en-) 
| 


quiring the cauſe of his Converſion, he told them that Potamiena had 
prayed for him,and.ſo he ſavy a Crovyn put upon his head, adding 
that it ſhould nor be long before he received it, and accordingly the 
next day he was beheaded. 

As many ſuffered death in this perſecution, ſo others there were , 
who through Gods providence.ſ{uftered great torments z and yet elca- 
ped vvith lite, of whom there vvas one Alexazder,vvho for his conſtant 
conteſſion,and torments ſuffered, vvas afterwards made Biſhop of Fe-| ,,,,. iſe 
ruſalem. Alſo Narcijj«s,againſt vvhom three vvicked perſons conſpired | Falſe Wirneſ- 
ro accuſe him , binding their accuſations vvith oaths and curſes, one | {<* plagued by 
vviſhing to be deſtroyed vvith fire, if it vvere not true ; another tobe |  * 
conſumed vvith a grievous diſeaſe; the other to loſe both his eyes z 
Narciſſus being unable ro vvith-ſtand ſovvicked an accuſation, retired | 
himſelf into a deſert:In the mean time Gods vengeance follovved theſe j 
perjured Wretches: for the firſt,by a ſmall ſpark of fire, vvas himſelf 
vvithall his family,and goods burned - the {econd vvas taken vvith a 
grievous ſickneſs vvhich tormented him from the top to the roe,where- 
of He died:the third,being vvarned by theſe Judgements,confeſſed his 
faulr,but by reaſonof his abundant forrovv and vveeping, he loft both 
his eyes : Narciſ[as being hereby cleared from their falſe accuſation , 
returned home,and vvas received into his Congregation again. Alſo 
one Andoclus vvas ſent by Polycarp into France, vvho becauſe he ſpread} ;,y,y,. 
there the Do&trine of Chriſt, vvas apprehended by the command o | 
Seuerus,and firſt beaten vvith ſtaves and bats, and attervvards behead- 
ed. Aſclepiades alſo, aftervvardsBiſhop of Aztroch,ſuffered much in this| A4ſelepiades. 
Perſecution. Then did 1rezexs, and many others vvith him ſuffer| ,,, 
Martyrdom;and ſhortly after Tertulliap allo. Perpetua and Felicitas,tvvo | Tertullian, 
godly vvomen,vvith Revocatus their brother,and Satyrus,vvere throvvn O- 
ro thevvild beaſts, and devoured by them. Saturninus vvas beheaded :| prwwams. 
Secundalus caſt into priſon, where he died : all theſe ſuffered Martyr-| Sayrue, 
dom at Carthage. _—_— 

Alfo Zepherizus, and afrer him #rbazus, both Biſhops of Rome , Zepborizne. 
: vvere martyred in this Perſecution : This #rbanus by preaching and | 4rbanw. 
| holineſs of life, converted many heathens unto Chriſt ; amongſt vvuhom 
| vvere Tiburteus and Yaleriaxus, tvvo noble men of Rome, vvho both ſuf- 
fered Martyrdom: Alſo Ceciliaa Virgin,vvho vvas eſpouſed to Valerian; 
vvas apprehended & carried to the Idols to offer ſacrifice, vvhich ſhe| 1,7 
refuſing todo, ſhould have been carried to the Judge to receive the | Cecitis. 
ſentence of condemnation ; but the Serjeants and Officers beholding| 
her excellentbeauty and prudent behaviour, began vvith many per- 


| ſvvaſions:roſolicir her to favour her ſelf, &«c. butſhe ſo replied "_ 
| Vvie- 


Pm—_—_ —_ _ 
i —. 


"mac 
— 


— 
a 


3 ik __— + - 
© pe; &..0 3 gg TIO 
nad bo : * 
4» 
: 
£,-4 Ae AR * 
, 


tt NT —— ——— 
* 4 


L ol Rs 
be 


ct 
Pd 


By 
_— 
W 
Ld 
X 8 


The foxth Perſecution. 


| 


verhon. 


Agapetus a boy 
ot fiiteen years 
old, 


Gods judge- 
Ment ON @ Pers 
lecutcr, 


| Cal-podius, 


| Pam ics. 


Martin1; 


Maximinus 
| Emperor. 


Acorns 


#4rbanus and 

| 

) Seftaries dan- 
gerous. 


es 


\ a great Con-, wiſedom and godly exhortations,that by the grace of Almighty God, 


their hearts began to rclent, and art lcngrh to yield to that Religion 


| rorments on him, ſuddenly tell down from his judicial ſcat, crying 


| 


| on of Chriſtianity. Alſo Martiza, a Chriſtian Virgin, having ſuffered 


T He Emperor CHax:imznus raiſed the fixth perſecution againſt the | 


which before they perſecuted 5 which the pcrcetving, deſired leave 
rogo home; and ſcnding for #rbanus the Biſhop to her houſe , he fo ' 
rounded and eſtabliſhed them in the faith of Chriſt, that about four | 
hundred perſons believed,and were baptized;amoneſt whom was Gor- | 
dianus a noble man. Afterwards this bleficd Martyr was broughtbefure | 
the Judge, by whom ſhe was condemned ; then the was encloſed in an | 
hor bath for twenty tour hours, yet remaming alive, ſhe was there be- | 
headed. | 
At Preneſte in Italy was one eAgapetus of fifteen yers old apprehen- | 
ded, and becaulc he rctu{cd to ſacrifice to Idols, he was firſt ſcourged | 
with whips, then hanged upby the tcer, and had ſcalding water poy- 
red on him,chen he was caſt to the wild beaſts;bur becauſe they would 
not hurt him, he was laſtly beheaded. Aztrochas that executed theſe 


out thar all his bowels burned within him , and ſo he dicd miſe- 
rably. | 

Calepodins, a Miniſter of Chriſt in Rome, was firſt dragged thorouw | 
the ſtreets, and atrer caſt into 7 fer. 

Pamachius,a Senator of Rome, with his wite and Chil.lren,and other 
men and women, to the number of forty two, vvere all beheaded in 
one day, together with another noble man, all whoſe heads vvere 
hung up over the gates of the City, to deter others from the profcfſi. | 


many other bitter rorments, vvas at laſt flain vvith the ſword, 


— DC —— ———_— 


Cruae, All, 


The fixib Primitive Perſecution , which began 
Anno Chriſti, 237. 


Chriſtians , eſpecially againſt the Teachers and Leaders of the 
Church, thinking thar if theſe Captains were removed out of the way, 
he ſhould the eafilier prevail againſt the reſt, In the time of this 
Perſecution, Origez vvrote his book De Martyr:o, vvhich being loſt , 
the names of __ thar ſuffered Martyrdom in thoſe times, are buried | 


| in oblivion, yet were they very many : Amongſt whom #rbanus Bi- 


ſhop of Rome, and Ph:l;ppus, one of his Miniſters were baniſhed in- 
to Sardinia, where they borh died. | 

About this time one Natali that had formerly ſuffered great per- | 
ſecurion for the cauſe of Chriſt, was ſeduced by Aſcleprodots and: 


| 


Theodor, ewo Seftaries, to be the Biſhop of their Se&, promiſing to | 
pay ' 
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pay him a hundred and fifty crowns of filver every moncth,and fo he 
joined himſelf ro rhem z but the Lord in mercy not intending to loſe | Note. 
him that had ſuffered fo much tor his ſake,admoniihed him by a viſion 

| to adjoin himſelf rorhe truc Church again, which the good man for 

the prefent,blinded with lucre and honour, did notregard as he oughr 

| ro have done : The night after he was ſcourged by Angels, whereup- 

| on in the morning, purttng on Sack-cloth, with much weeping and ag 4 ic 

lamentcation, he went to the Chriſtian Congregation, praying them | keg -—_ 

| for the tender mercies of Chriſt, that he might be received into their'| own conſci- 

. Communion again ; which requeſt was accordingly granted unto | **© 

; him. | 

1 Hippolitus was drawn thorow the fields with wild horſes till he 

dicd ; Many others were martyred and buricd by ſixty in a pit. 


Crnae. XIII. 


The ſeventh Primitive Perſecution , which began 
Anno Chrilti, 250. 


| Yr theEmperor raiſed this ſeventh terrible perſecution againſt 


the Chriſtians , which was firſt occaſioned by reaſon of the trea- i 
ſures of the Emperor, which were committed to Fabiaz the Biſhop of | p45;mn Mac. 
| Rome, who thereupon, by the command of Dec:us, was pur to death, | tr. 
| and moreover his Proclamations were ſent into all quarters,that all | a cw na;a; | 
which profeſſed the name of Chrift, ſhould be {lain. In the time of 
».{ this Perſecution Or:gezſuffered many and great torments for the cauſe | 
| of Chriſt, by Rackings, Dungeons, &c. 
Nicephorus, who writeth of this perſecution under Deczus , decla- 
rerh the horriblenets of it ro be ſo grear; and that fo many Martyrs 
| ſuffered, That, ſaith, he, zt is as eaſe to zumber the [anas of the ſea, as to 
; | ſet down the names of all thoſe whom this perſecution did devour. 
| { ÞAlexaxder, Bithopof Feruſalem, who was very aged, having go-! Atexander 
verned the Church forty years, was from thence carried to coy , | Martyr. 
where after a bold and conſtant confeffion of his faith; made efore | 
the Judge, he was caſt into priſon, and there died. Batilas Biſhop of 
eAzntioch alfo dicd in priſon, and forty Virgins were martyred there 
{ about thattime. And one Peter in the Country of Phryg:a, being ap- 
{ prehended by the Proconſul , ſuffered molt birter rorments for che 
name of Chciſt , rhe like did diversothers in Troada, From Babylon 
divers Chriſtians were led away by Dec:#s into Sparz, and there exceu- 
ted ; rhe like ſufferings had many in Ceſarea, 
| Dionyſus Alexandrinus, writing of the Martyrs that ſuffered in 
Alexandria, ſaith thus, This Perſecution bean about 8 year before the Em- | « South-ſayer 
perors Proclamation came forth, byreaſon of a wicked South-ſayer, who com | irs up a per- 
ing tothe City, ſtirred up the multitude of heathens againſt the Chriſtians , | <wion. | 
| H | perſwading | 


Babilus, 


Peter, 


—— a 


The ſeventh Perſecutzon. 


Metra Martyr. 


| eQtaut as 
E- | 


The Chriſtian 
bouſes plua- 
dred. 


Apollinia \eaps 
inco the fic. 


| Serapion. 


Perſecutors di- 
vided amonglt 
themſelves. 
The danger of 
riches. 


Zeal. 
Apoſtacy It 


uliaenus Mars 
tyr, and Cronj+ 
_ | Oy, 


| 


} Mater. 
| Epimichas. 


———— 


| herto the Idol-Temple, would compell her to worſhip there ; which 


| 7oyfully the ſpoiliae of their goods knowrng that they had a more enduring 


perſwading them to uphold their 1dolatrous ſervices ;, wherewith the people 
being inflamed, oltained full power to proſecute their wicked purpoſes, con- | 
ceiving all Religin.to conſiſt 1n the dejtrution of the Chriſtians, And firſt 
| of all they fell upon a Miniſter, called Metra,whom they would have 
| enforced to blaipheme Chriſt ; which when he retuſed,they laid up- 
on him with ſtaves and clubs, and with ſharp Reeds they pricked his 
| face and eyes;and then, bringing him to the Suburbs, they toned him 
ro death. Then thcy took an holy woman, called 2u;ta, and bringing 


ſhe conſtantly refuſing, they bound her feer, and drew her thorow all 
theſtreers upon the hard-ſtones, whipr her with Whips, daſhed her 
againſt Mil-ſtones , and laſtly ftoned her ro death. Then the en- 
raged multitude breaking into the Chriſtians houſes,plundred them of 
all rhey had ; the reſt of the lumber they carried into the marker- 
place, and burned ir : The Saints in the mean time taking patiently and 


ſubſtance in heaven. ; 3p 

Then they took an ancient Virgin, called Apoli;zia, whom they 
bronght forth and daſhing all the tceth our of her head, they made a 
great fire, threatning to caſt her into. it, unleſs ſhe would blaſpheme 
and deny Chriſt z whercupon ſhe, after a little pauſe, leaped into the 
fire, and ſo was burned. "Then they took Serapzon out of his houſe, 
whom they aſſailed with all kind of torments, broke almoſt all the 
joynts of his body : and laſtly throwing him down from an high loft , 
| killed him. The poor Chriſtians could no where ſhelter themſelves, | 

nor reſt day nor night , the multitude crying out, that unleſs they 
would blaſpheme Chriſt,they ſhould all be burned. Bur,through Gods 
Mercy,the miſcrable wretches at laſt fell out amongſt themſelves,turn- | 
ing their cruelty, formerly exerciſed againſt che Chriſtians, upon their 
own heads, whereby the Church had a little breathing time. 

Shortly after came forth the cruel Edict of the Emperor, which fo 
terrified the Chriſtians, thar ſome, cſpeeially the rich, partly through 
fear, and partly by the perſwaſion of their Neighbours, came tothoſe 
impure and idolatrous ſacrifices : Others came boldly to the Altars , 
declaring publickly, that they were not of that Religion : Of the reſt 
ſome ran away , others were taken , enduring bands and torments | 
conſtantly : Others again, after long impriſonment, and ſundry tor- 
ments, renounced their faith, whiltt others more ſtrong inthe faith, 
valiantly endured Martyrdom : Amongſt whom was Ful:anus, a man 
aiſcaſed with the gout , and not able to go, and Croz/oy, who were 
laid upon Camels , and there ſcourged, and ar laſt thrown into the} 
fire, where, with much conſtancy , they were conſumed. As Fub- | 
anus went to Martyrdom, a cettainſouldier took his part againſt thoſe 
which railed upon him 5 Whereupon the people crying out againſt 
him, he was apprehended, and being conſtant in his profefſion, vvas 


preſently beheaded. 
| Alſo Macar a Chriſtian 714:an was burned alive. Epimachus and 


| 
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Alexander, having been long impriſoned, after innumerable pains | 4lexamder, 
an cormcnts,with raſors and ſcourges, were vvith four women, con | "rior 
ſumed with fire: Ammonarion a Virgin, Hercuriaan aged Matron,and _— 
D:oayſia, a mother of many Children, whom yer ſhe loved nor above | 9i97/a. 
| the Lord , theſe, vvhenrhey could not be overcome by any rorments 
inflicted on them by the cruel Judge, but rather were unſcnſible of 
them all, vvere ar laſt flain vvith rhe tvvord. 

Alſo three Egyptians, and a youth of fittcen years old,vvere brought | . _. 
before the Judge, who firit began vvich the Child , by fair words, | ps, bu old, 
{ſeeking to entice him, then by torments to conſtrain him , which not 
| prevailinz , when he had tormented the other alſo he condemned 

them all co rhe fire ; But the Judge wondring at the wiſe anſwers , 
and grave conſtancy of the child , diſmiſſed him. 

Nemeſion allo an. Egyptian, vvas firſt accuſed to be a companion of | Nemeſis. 
thieves, but being purged from thar, he vvas accuſed of Chriſtianity , 
| tormented and {courged extreamly, and rhen amongſt other rhicyes, 
burnt ro death. 
| AccrtainChriſtianbeing examined before the Judge, and through | 1umane rray- 
fear being ready ro ſhrink back,there were by,certain ſouldiers of the |y. 
degree of Knighrs, and an aged man named Theophilus , who were | 
ready toburlt tor grief, making figns to him, by their hands and ge- | ** 
| ſtures, to be conſtant ; vvhich being obſerved by the By-ſtanders, they 
1 vvere ready to lay hold of them, but rhey of their own accord,prefling 
upto the Judge, profeſſed themſelves to be Chriftians, which much | Cowage. 
imboldened the weak Chriſtian that vvas before the tribunal, and rer- 
rified rhe Judge. This being done they departed away, rejoycing for 
the teſtimony that they had given of their faith. 

In other Cities many Chriſtians were torn in pieces by thg heathen. | 1... 
( Iſchirion, a ſervant to a noble man, vvas commanded by Ms Maſter 
to {acrificeto the Idols, vvhich vvhen he retuſed, and vvould by no 
means be perſw:ded to, his Maſter took a pike,and ran him thorovv. 
Multicudes of Chriſtians vvandring in deſerts and mountains , vvere 
devoured by hunger, thirſt, cold, 1:ckneſs, thieves and vvild beaſts , horn | 
amoneſt vvhom vvas Cheremoy, Biſhop of the City of Nzlus, and his SR 
vvife. vvho flying into the mountains of 4rad/a, vvere never heard of 
more. Diozyſ7us alto ſaith of himſelf,I ſpeak the truth before God, and | ,,, 
lic not, I having no regard of my own life,and not without the mori- | 
on of Gods Spirir, did flie, and avoid the danger of this perſecuti- omg - 
an: Yca, and before that, when one was ſent from the Governor 
te ſeck me, I remaincd three days at home to tarry for him; The 
meſſenger in the mean time narrowly ſought tor me by all ways; fields, 
floods and corners, where he thought I might hide my ſelf, God 
ſtriking him with ſuch blindneſs , that he could not find my hobfe. RS 
After theſc three days, the Lord God willing and commanding.me | (5:00 P 
to flie, and marvellouſly vpening to me the way,I wich my Children, | 
| and many other brethren, vvent out together, and ſo eſcaped, 
Alſo Agatha, a godly Virgin of Sicilie, ſuffered divers and bitter 
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own Retinue,who retuſed,neither could the Emperor, by perſwaſions 
or threats , induce them to it, yet he gave them reſpite till his return 
from the Wars;in the meantime they hid themſelves ina cave in the 
mountain Celius. Atthe Emperors Return he made great inquiſition 
for them, and at laſt hearing where they were, he cauted the mouth of 
the caveſorto be:cloſed up, that they could not get out, and ſothey 
were famiſhed there. 

There was alſo one Nzcet as, a Chriſtian ſouldier, whom whenthe 
Pretor could not by any torments remove from his ſtedfaſtneſs , he 
rook anuther-courſe with him,tor he brought him into a moſt fragrant 
garden, flowing with all manner of pleaſures and delights, where he 
laid himupona bed of down, ſoftly enwrapped in a net of ſilk, among 
the Lillics and Roſes, the delicious murmure of the ſtreams, and the 
(wer whiſtling of the leaves moved with a gentle wind, and ſode- 
parted:preſently in-comes a beauritull ftrumper,and uſeth all the abo- 
minable tricks of her impure Art, and whorith villanies, rv draw him 
to commir wickedneſs with her ; whereupon the young man fearing 


| 


| 


the face of the whore,and ſo prevented the hurt of ſin by the ſmarr of 
his wound. © 2 
 AreAggch, Theodora, a godly Virgin, refuſing to ſacrifice to the 
Idols,waMondemned by the Judge to the Stews, which ſentence being 
executed , there were many wanton youns men ready at rhe door to 
preſs.into the houſe where ſhe was,bur one ot the brerhren,called Djs 


coming in,he perſwaded her to change garments with him,and ſo ſhe, 
inthe {ouldicrs habir, eſcaped away, and Didymus was left tothe rage; 
and wondring of the people,when he was found a man : hereupon he 


whole martrer,profecſling himſelf to be a Chriſtian,and fo was condem- 
ned 3 which Theodora hearing of, thinking to excuſe him,ſhe came,and 
preſented her ſelf ro the Judge, as the guilty party, deſiring thar ſhe 
might bz condemned, andthe other excuſed : bur the cruell Judge, 
neither conſidering the vertue of the perſons, nor the innocencyof the 
cauſe, moſt inhumanely condemned them both, firſt to be beheaded, 
and then burnt, which was accordingly executed. 

»//:Agathon, a man atarms.in Alexandria, rebuking ſome lewd per- 
fons who ſcornfuilly uſcd-the dead bodies of the Chriſtians, was ac- 


% 


cuſed to the Judge,and loſt his head. | . 
- In Tyoada,. two Chriſtians being delivered by the Proconſul to the 


people , 


— ——— 


that he ſhould now be conquered by folly,: who was Conqueror over! 
| fury,bites off a piece of his rongue with his own teeth, and ſpits ir into 


dymw,putting on a ſouldiers habir,would have the firſt admirtance,and.| 


was . preſented to the Preſident, to whom he preſently confeſſed rhe | 


| 


gre em 
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people,were firſt ſcourged,then drawn our of the City, and there tro- 

den to death. Two Miniſters with a Deacon were martyred in Rome , 
| and two noble men werebroughr and accuſed ro Decius tor: burying the 
| dead bodies of the Chriftians,and being by him commanded to ſacri- 
| fice ro the Idols, and they refuſing, he cauſed them to be caſt tothe 
wild beaſts,bur when they would not touch them,they were beheaded 
with the ſword. 


| 


Two Mini- 
lters. 


Alſo Secundianus was accuſed tobe a Chriſtian,which he afhrming, | 
was commanded to prifon ; by the way rwo Chriſtians cryed to the | 
ſouldiers, asking them, wherhcr they cairicd the innocent man,where- | 
upon being apprehended and examuned, they confeſſed rhemfelves to | 
be Chriſtians, and were condemned ; firſt they were beaten with cud- 
gels, then hung up, and tormented with the gibber, having fire ſer to 
| rhicir ſides, 6 laſtly were bzheaded: But ſome of their cormentors were 
| raken with evil ſptrits;others of them fell down ſuddenly,and died, 

But the number of Martyrs of all ranks thar ſuffered in this per- 

 ſecution was ſo great, that it is impoſſible ro ſer them down all 5 Bi- 
ſhops, Miniſters, DeFcons &'c. young,old,men, women,&c. 

Yer amongſt this great number, ſome there were:chatfell away,as 
Serapioz an old man, that for a long time had lived a fincere and god! 
life, who afterwards repenting of his Apoſtacy, deſired to be re- 
admitted into the Church, but that was not granted : Shortly ;after he 

fell fick, and in it having remained dumb,and bereaved of his ſenſes 
for twenty four hours , the day after, he began a little to recover , and 

| | calling his Nephew to him, he ſaid, How leng,how long do you detain me 

( kere 2 make baſte that I may be at ſolved : Call me hither ſome of the Mini- 
/ers, &c. and ſo being abſolved, he preſently ater died. 

| InTroada,Nicomachus being grievoully tormented,cryed out, Lam no 

' Chriſtianzand ſo being let down from the Engine. he had no ſooner ſa- 


— 
— 


| crificed to the Idols bur being poſlefled by the devil;he was thrown on | 


'the ground, where he bir oft his own tongue, and immediately after 
tormcnted with wicked ſpirits : One was ſtruck dumb : A maid taken 
wictha wicked ſpirit, tore out her own tongue, and died with grievous 
away,yet others there were,whom neither tear,nor pain could remove 

: from their ſtedfaſineſs,but they continued glorious Martyrs tothe end. 

; midit of his trorments began to faint, being greatly afraidof death, 

' and4 deſired to bereleaſed : at whichtime there appeared to hima 

' eve could ſcarce endure to behold him, who angerly ſaid ro him a 

; Pati timetis, eXire non Uultis, quid faciam votis ? To ſuffcr your dare 

' Inthis Perſecution there ſprung up the Novatiaz Schiſm, which 

: made a great diſturbance in the Church. This Novates being a Miniſter 
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| died ; Many others which ſhewed the like cowardife, were taken and 

| rorments in her belly,and inward parts : But though ſome did thus fall 

Cprian relates a ſtory of one of his fellow-Miniſters , who 1n the 

' young: man of admirable beauty, and fo bright, that mans mortal 

' not, to Fo uut you will not, what would you have me do unto you'?: . 

_ under (prian in Carthage, by _— up diſcord and factions, bred 
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| 


much | 
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much trouble ro the Church,ſeeking to withdraw certain of the bre- | 
|-pride the cauſe | NEED from the Biſhop : And afrerwards Nowatus going to Rome, ſer 
{ of ſchiſm. |\up himſelf as a Biſhop, againſt Corelius, the then Bithop of Rome; 
| And to further his deſign, he by ſubrilty allured ro him three or four 
holy men that had been Conteſlors ; Then he cntiſed three weak Bi- 
ſhops that lived 1n Italy, to come to Rome, and there perſwaded them 
by impoſing hands upon him,to make him Biſhop;for which fa&, two 
of them atrerwards were {uſpended,and the third upon his repentance 
vvas re-admitted. Novatus being thus made a Biſhop, grew proud, and 
ſought by all means to with-draw the people from Corzelius tro himſelf; 
yea, he made many of them ro ſwear that they would not leave him to 
go to. Cornelius. Bur the holy Contcflors before mentioned , vvhen 
they perceived the crafty ſubrilty of Novatus , left him, and much 
 &rieving for their ſin ,were reconciled to Cornelius again. Novatus 
held this opinion, that they which once renounced the faich, and fur 
fear of torments had offered incenſe to rhe Idols, although they re- | 
Ts  pented, yet could never be re-admitted into the Church of Chriſt 
28, again. To ſuppreſs this error, there was a Sytfod called at Rome of 
ſixty Biſhops ,..4»»0 255. who condemned ir. 
| - Cyprian alfo relates of Aurelius, a godly and valiant young man , 
Aurelius. \ who for his conſtancy in the cauſe of Chriſt, ſuffered great and many 
rormenes, and afterwards was baniſhed. And of MHappalticus, who 
| Mappalicws, |the day bcforc he ſuffered,in the midſt of his rorments told the Pro- 
| conful Videlis cras agonem, to morrow you ſhall ſce the running for ' 
a Wager, and accordingly the next day being brought forth to his 
Martyrdom,he with no leſs conſtancy then paricnce,cndured fairhfull 
' unto the death. | 
Bur Decias the Author of this perſecution, eſcaped not the revenging 
Got's Judge- | band of God, for warrin againſt che Goths, and being overcome by 
ment on perſe- | them, leſt he ſhould fall into their hands, he leaped vvith his horſe 
_—_— into.a whir'pir, where he was drowned ,and his body was never found 
| after. Yca, God avenged the blood of his Saints upon the whole Ro- 
| may Empire,by ſending a general plague of peſtilence upon ir, which 
A terrible continued ten years together ; and D:onyſius ſaith , that in Alexandria , 
plague. vyhere he vvas Biſhop,there vvas ſcarce any houſe clear ; and though 
ſome Chriſtians dicd in this plague , yer it tell moſt hcavy upon the 
| Gemiles. The Chriſtians alſo n this plague ſhewed much brotherly 
The brotherty | 199 Each to orher, by viſiting, comforting.and relieving one another. 
love of Ch:3. | VVhercas theldolarcrs,bcing itricken with extream fear of the plague, 
/ | inns, nonecon{idered his Neighbour,bur every man ſhifted for himſelf,and 
| of thoſe thar were infetted, ſome they caſt out of doors half dead, to 
bedevourcd of dogs and wild beaſts, ſome they ler dic intheir houſes 
4 (orcaat 2;o..) Without all ſuccour; others they ſuffered ro lic unburied , and durſt 
4 'perial Pro” | ot Come near them, notwirhſtanding vvhich, the peſtilence followed 
3 jc them whicherſoever they vvenr, and miſcrably conſumed them ; ſo 
that the moſt part of the Inhabitants were conſumed by it in every | 
Country, eſpecially in thoſe Provinces, where had been the greatelt | 


Perſecu- 
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; perſecutions raiſed againſt the Chriſtians. 
\ Aﬀter the deathof Decius , there ſucceeded Gallus and Yoluſtianus in| 
' the Empire, Azzo Chriſt: 255. who continued this perſecution againſt 
\ the Chriſtians 3 which fell moſt heavy upon the Paſtors and Mini- 
| {ters of the Congregations : for about this time (ypriar, and many 
; other Miniſters were baniſhed : others were put into the metral Mines, 
ro whom Cyprian wrote an Epiitle confolatory,wheretn he writes thus, | 
; Wourds and ſcars are an Ornament to a Chriſtians breſt , ſuch as bring | = lerrer, 
| xot ſhame , but honoureth them Lefore the Lord ; and though 1x the 
Mynes there be no beds for therr bodies to reſt on,yet they have reſt 1n Chriſt ; | 
and though their weary bones lie on the cold ground, yet it's no paints lie | 
with (hri't. Their feet are fettered with chains, buthe 1s bound of man , 
whom the Lord Chri$t doth looſe 5 he lies tied in the rocks, whoſe feet thereb 
are made ſwifter to run to heaven; neither can any man tie a Chriſtian 7 
fatt, but he runs ſo much the faſter for his garland of life. They have no 
garments to ſave them from cold, but he that puts en Chriſt 1s ſufficiently 
| clothed, Dath tread fail to therr hungry Lodies 2 Man lives not by bread 
alone, but by every Word that proceeds out of the mouth of God, Your defor- 
| mity ſhall be turned to honour, your mourning to joy, your patn to pleaſure, 
ard felicity infiutte. And if this grieve you, that you cannot ſerve God tn 
our places as formerly, yet your daily ſacrifice —_ not , which 1s a con- |, | 
trite and humble heart ; and though your travel be great, yet ſhall your re- 
ward be greater ;, for God beholding them which confeſs his name , appro- 
wveth their willing minds, tn their ftrrumes helpeth them , in ther v;Hory | | 
| crowneth them, rewarding that in us which he hath performed, and crowning 
that which he hath in us perfeted. Again he tells them that they are now 1n 
| a joytull journey, haſting apace to the manſions of the Martyrs, there | 
to enjoy, after darkneſs, durable light, and comfort above all their | 
ſufferings, &c. Aboutthe ſame time alſo, Lucius Biſhop of Rome was 
| baniſhed. | 
| After the death of Galluand Yoluſianus, there ſucceeded Yalerianus, 
who ceaſcd the perſecution, and carried himſelf exceeding friendly 
to the Chriſtians ; ſo that his whole Court was repleniſhed with holy | 
Saints and ſervants of Chriſt , whereby his houſe ſeemed a Churchof 
God. Burthe Devil envying the peace of the Church, by the means 
of an Egyptian Enchanter, ( who was hindred from doing his feats ,| pc... 
by the preſence of the Chriſtians) ſtirred upithe Emperor againſt | ſtirred up by a 
chem, who grew to ſuch impiety himſelf, that he ſacrificed young | S9rcerer. 
{ infants to his Idols, quartered their bodies, divided the Eptrails' of 
young Children new born, &c. as hereafter follows. 
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Cuae XIV. 


The eighth Primitzve Perſecution which began 
An.Chriſti,259. | 


7 Alerianus being ſeduced by the Egyptiaz Inchanter, as is before 
related, ſtirred up the eighth perſecution againſt the Church ot 
Chriſt ; concerning which Cyprian writeth thus 53 © We muſt confeſs 
< that this great calamity which hath waſted for the moſt part all our 
&« Churches, and {till dayly conſumes us, ariſcth chiefly from our own 
© wickedneſs, while we walk not in the way of the Lord, nor obſerve 
«his precepts as we ought,whilſt we are full of lucre,pride,cmulation, 
« diflention, vuid of f{implicity and fairhfull dealing, renouncing the 


|< world in word, butnot indeed, every man pleaſing himſelf,and diſ- 


< pleaſing others ; and therefore we are thus worthily {courged : For 
« what ftripes do we nor deſerve, when the Confeflors themſelves do 
<« keep no Diſcipline;&c.Concluding, Noz veniſſert fratritus hec mala, 
& + inunum fraternitas fuiſſet animata;, Theſe evils had not happened 
<rothebrerhren,it they had joyned together in brotherlyunanimity, A 


] little before this perſecution began, God by a viſion revealed it to 


Cyprian, ſaying to him, Be quiet and of. good comfort, for peace will 
come; albeit a little ſtay there is for a whule, for that ſome remain yer | 


' The crimes and accuſations that were laid to the charge of the 
Chriſtians,by the Perſecutors,were,that they refuſed to worſhip Idols, 


and the Emperors; and that they profeſſed the name of Chriſt:Yer be- | 


fides,all rhe calamities and evils that happened inthe world , as wars, 
famine, peſtilence, &c. were imputed only to the Chriſtians : Bur 
Cyprian and Tertull;an conturing thoſe ſlanders, proved that the ſpeci- 
al cauſe of all thoſe miſeries which betell the Empire, procceded 
from the cruel ſhedding .of the innocent blood of the Chriſtians. In 
this. perſecntion, (prian was at Jait condemned to have his head cut 
off, who paitently and willingly ſubmitted his neck to the ſtroak of 
the ſword. 

Alſo about this time; S:xtus Biſhop of Rome, with his fix Deacons, 
were accuſed for being Chriſtians, whereupon being brought to the 
place of Execution, they were all beheaded, 

Layrence alſo another of his Deacons, following S:xtusas he went 
to his Execution, complained that he might nor ſuffer with him, bur 


| 


that he was ſecluded, as the ſon from the tather: To whom the Biſnop 


anſwered, that within three days he ſhould follow him, bidding him | 
inthe mean time to go home, and if he had any treaſures,to diſtribute 


them amongſt the poor: The Judge hearing mention of treaſures, ſup- | 


ofing that Laurence had great ſtore in his cuſtody, commanded him to 
(ke the ſame tohim : Laurence craved three days. reſpite, promiſing 


then 
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| then ro declare where the treaſure might be had : In the mean time he 
| cauſed a good number of poor Chriſtians to be gathered tugether,and | The courage 
when the day of his anſwer was come, the pertecutor ſtrictly charged | in 
| him to make good his promiſe ; then valiant Laurexce ſtretching out A 
his arms over tue poor,{aid,Theſe are the precious treaſures of the Church, | 
theſe are the treaſure inazed in whom (hrift bath bis maz{ion,, &c. But oh! ) 
what tongue 15 able to expreſs rhe tury and madneſs of the Tyrants | The rage of 
| heart! how he ſtampcd, ſtared, ramped, and fared like one our of his | TYr*ns- 
wits : his cyes glowed like fire , his mouth foamed like a boar, like -a 
hell-hound he grinded his teeth : then he cryed, kindle the fire, make 
no ſpare of wood : hath this Villain deluded the Emperor?away with 
| him,whip him with ſcourges, jerk him with rods,bufter him with fiſts, 
| brain him with clubs : Jeſteth the Traitor with the Emperor > pinch 
him with ficry tongs, gird .him with burning plares , bring our the 
ſtrongeſt chains and fire-forks, and the grate of Iron, fer it on the fire, 
bind the Rebell hand and foot, and when the grate is red hot, on with 
\ him , roſt him, broil him, toſs him, turn him upon pain of our high 
| diſpleaſure,do every man his Office, O ye tormentors. Immediately his 
i command was obeyed, and after many cruel handlings.this meck lamb 
| was laid » I will not ſay upon a bed of fiery iron, bur on a ſoft down- ) 
bed ; fo mightily God wrought for his ſervant , ſo miraculoſly did 
he remper this Element of fire, that ic was nota bed of conſuming 
pain,bur of nouriſhing reſt unto Laurence. Not Laurence, butthe Em- | 17, all theſe 

cror {cemed to be tormented , the one broiling in the fleſh, the other | things we are 
Ch in his heart: whenthis triumphant Martyr had becn preſſed | Foe hen 
down witk fire-forks for a great ſpace,inthe mighty Spirit of God he | 
ſpake to the Tyrant thus ; | 

This ſide is pow roitedenough , turn up, O Tyrant great , 

A(ay, whether roſted or raw thou think (t the Letter meat? 

By the conſtant confeſſion of this worthy and valiant. Deacon , a 
Roman ſouldier was converted tothe ſame faith, and defired to be 
baptized, whereupon he was called before the Judge, ſcourged, and 
afterwards beheaded. 

Abour the ſame time D10nyſius Biſhop of eAlexandria,with his rhree |, - - 
Deacons, were brought before Eml:auus, who told them of the cle- aw oY 
mency of the Emperor, and rheretore required them to ſacrifice to 
his gods, &c. to whom D/0yſius anſwered, Divers men worſhip dl- 
vers gods,but we, only that one God who is the Creator of all things , 
making our prayers to him unceſlantly forthe healch of the Empe- 4 
ror,@c. Then ſaid the Preſident, Why can yon not worſhip your own 
God and ours alſo > Dionyſ;w replied, We worſhip only one God , as 
we have ſaid; thePreſident ſaid, I ſee youare ingratefull perſons, and 
regard not the Emperors clemency, therefore I baniſh you to Cephro 
in Lybi4, and charge you that you convent no more yuur aflemblies , 
nor be found out of that place at your peril, and though Drozyſis was 
ſick, yet would he notgrant him one days reſpite betore his depar- 
truce, 
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In Cephro he had a great Congrega tlon,as well of thoſe thar follow. 


ed him 1n his baniſhment, as of vthers that rc{orred to him out of E- 


| gypt 3 yea, though atfirit he was perſecuted there, and ſtoned,yct af- 
The power of / terwardsa great number of the Inhabitants torſook tticir Idols, and 
- = pg *. | were converted unto God by his Miniſtry ; and having accompliſhed 
2+ © This Miniſtry there,the Lord removed him to anorhticr place.For ( ſaith 
Dronyſim): Emilianus tranilated us trom thence to a thorper place of 
Lybia, commanding us to mcet all together at rhe Ciry Mareota ; in- 
tending to ſeparate us into ſeveral villages,vr rather to take us by the 
way ; when we came thither, 1 was commanaed to Colluthion, a place 
which I had never heard of; yet was 1t ſoine ſolace ro me that the bre- 
| chrer told me it was near to the Ciry Payetowtum : for as my being at 
Gods Provi- | Cephro gat me the acquaintance of many brethren of Egypt, ſo ho- 
oy ped that the vicinity of that place corhic City, migar procure me the 
concourſe of certain loving bretiircn irom it, as itcame allo to paſs, 
&c. 
He writeth moreover thatthe number of thoſe which ſuffered Mar- 
tyrdom about that time was great, men,women,young men,maidens , 
| old wives, ſouldicrs, and men of all forts and ages ; of whom ſome 
_— with {courgings,and firc, and ſome with the ſword, obtained the vi- 
Chriſtiaas | ory,and gat the Crown. Neirhcr ( faith he) to this day doth the Pre- 
ident ceaſe cruelly murthcring ſuch as bc brought betore him,tearing 
ſome with torments,impriſoning othcrs, and commanding that no man 
ſhould come to them: yet God with the daily reſort of the brethren 
doth comfort the afflicted. 
| | In Paleſlize, Priſcus, Malchus, and Alexarder, three godly men, ſee- 
ven, pA = ing the valiant courage of the Chriliians fo boldly to venture, con- 
| ſtantly to ſtand, and patiently to ſuffer in this perſecution, as grieved 
Zeal _ | withthemſclves,beganto accuſe their own fluggiſhneſs and cowardiſe, 
| | to ſeeuthers ſo zealovs and valiant, and themſelves ſo cold and faint- 
hearted, in labouring for the Crown of Martyrdom : whereupon , 
agreeing amongſt themſelves, they came to Ceſarea,and ſtepping to the 
Judge, they declared themſelves to be Chriſtians, and ſo they were 
ſentenced, and given to the wild beaſts. 
A certain woman alſo inthe fame place, formerly a Marcioniſt , 
being brought before the Preſident, obtained the ſame Martyr- 
dom. 
Three hundred | In Carthage three hundred Chriſtians being brought before the Pre- 
Chriſtians put | ſident, were put to their choice, either to offer ſacrifice, or to go into a 
oo alime” | lime-kiln : whereu _ by mutual conſent, they all choſe the limc-kiln , 
in which,with the ſmoak of the lime,they were ſmothered. 
In another part of Africk, rhree godly Virgins had firſt vinegar and 
gall given them to drink, then were they {courged, thentormented 


Three Virgins 
cruelly ror- 


mented, uponthe gibbet, and rubbed with lime, then were they ſcorched upon 
the fiery grid-iron,then caſt tothe wild beaſts, which would not touch 

them, therefore laſtly they were beheaded. 
In /taly a godly man was firſt tormented with the rack, then caft 
en 
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ro the wild boaſts, which nor hurting him, be was burned in the 


| fire. Frufnucſs a Bithop in Spazz, with his rewo Deacons, having wit- 
[ » . a 

/ ne{{cd a good conteflion, were all of chem burned in tne fire. Bur this 
\ cruel Empcror Yaleriaz, who thus perſecuted the Saints of God, ſhort- 


ly after telt the revenging hand of God : for in an expedition that he 
; made againſt rhe Perſtaxs, he was taken pritoner by Sapores the King , 


who made a foot-ſtool of him, cvery time that he gatupon his horle ; 
and ar laſt by the command of the King he was flaied alive,powdered 
with ſalr, and ſo cnded his wretched life. Alto Clandrus,a Preſident 
and Miniſter of his perſecutions, was poflefied by the Devil, and bi- 
tinz off his roague in ſmall pieces, he ended his wretched life. Alſo 


chere were great & terrible Earth-quakes, and many commotions and 


| Rebellions in ſundry parts of the Empire , inſomuch asGalenus , the 
| ſon of Yalerian,and his fellow Empcror, began to relent towards the 


| Chriſtians, and ſcrforth ſome Edits intheir favour:notwithſtanding 


which.ſume there were that ſuffered in ſundry places; amongſt whom 
was one Marinys, a noble man, and valiant Caprain inCeſarea, who 
ſtoud for an honourable office which of right tell to him,bur his Com- 


petitor to prevent him, accuſed him to the Judge to-be a Chriſtian, 
Hercupon the Judge examined him of his faith, and finding that in- 
deed he wasa Chriſtian,he gave him three hours to adviſe and delibe- 
rate with himfelf ; then the Biſhop of the plzce finding thar he ſtoud 
donbttull in himfelt whatto do, took him by the hand,and led him in- 
ro the Church, and laid before him a ſword and a New Teſtament , 
bidding him take his free choice,which of them he would have. 21a- 
11:45 immediately ran tothe New Teſtament, and choſe that, and ſo 
being animated by the Biſhop, he pretented himſelf boldly before 


che Judge, by whoſe ſentence he was beheaded. 

Abour the ſame time there was in (eſarea, eAſyrius,a noble Senator 
of Rome.and a Chriſtian, and whereas the Gentiles inthat place uſed 
ro offer ſacrifice by a fountain ſide, which facrifice by the working of 


| 


the Devil, uſed ſuddenly to vaniſh our of their fight, ro the great ad- 
mirationof the deluded multitude ; Afyrivs pitying their miſerable 
ISnorance,came amongſt them,and litting'up his eyes to heaven,pray- 
ed ro God inthename of Chriſt, thar the people might no longer be 
thus ſeduced by the Devil, whercupon the ſacrifice was ſeen to ſwin 
| upon the fountain,and ever atrer thartalſe miracle ceaſed, 

| Aﬀeerthe death of Galzezus there ſucceeded Claudius, a quiet Em- 
' peror 3 and after him L2u17til:apus his brother R both which reigning 
ninerecnycars, the Church enjoyed peace intheir time. 
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Cnae. XV. ' 
The ninth Primitive Perſecution which began | 


An.Chriſti,278. 


Frer the death of 2uinti0ian,fucceeded Aurelian in the Empire, 
| {A who was by nature levere and rigorous, and a ſtri& puniſher of 

diffolute manners, ſo that ir grew into a Proverb, That he was a good 

Phyſetian, ſaving that he gave too litter Medicines. Inthe beginning of | 
his reign, he was a moderate and diſcreet Prince,and no great diſtur- 

ber of the Chriſtians, whom he neither moleſted in their Religion,nor 
in their Councels. Bur afterwards, through {ſiniſter ſuggettions of 
thoſe which were about him, his nature being before inclinable to ſe- 

vcrity, he was altered to plain Tyranny, which he firſt ſhewed inthe 

death of his own fiſters ſon, and afterwards he raiſed the ninth perſe- 
cution againſt rhe Church of Chriſt ; but when he was about to fign a 

Proclamation or Edidt for that perſecution;it pleaſed God that a thun- 
 derbolt fell ſo near him, that ail men thought he had been ſlain, and 

the Emperor was fo terrified thereby, that he gave over his Tyranni- 

cal purpoſe.ſo that he rather intended,then moved perſecution, Having 

reigned abour fix years,he was ſlain, | 

After whoſe death divers other Emperors ſucceeded, in whoſe 
time the Church had peace for about rhe ſpace of forty four years, 
During which time it did mightily increaſe and flouriſh : Yea, the 
more the Chriſtians had ſuſfered,the more they were honoured ; In- | 
fomuch as ſome of the Emperors did ſingularly favour them, prefer- 
red and made them Governors of Provinces. 

Dorotheus, with his Wife, Children, and whole family, were ac- 
'cepted, and highly advanced in the Emperors Court, Yea, Gorgozrue, 
and divers others, for their DoErine and Learning, were with their 
Princes in great eſtimation, The Biſhops were alſo in great favour 
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multitudes and Congregations aſſembled rogerher in every City, and 
there were great concourſes of ſuch as daily flocked ro the publick 
| places of prayer. ; 
' But through this great proſperity, the Chriſtians, by reaſon of the | 
| corruption of their natures,and the temprations of Satan , began to 
i degenerate , and to grow idle and delicate, ſtriving and contending 
| amongſt themſelves, upon _ occaſion, with railing words beſpat- 
tering one another ina deſpite S 
and people againſt people, moving hatred and ſcdition each againft 
other : Beſides, curſed hypocriſie and difſimulation increafed more 
and more ; by rcaſon whereof Gods Judgements brake forth againſt 
| them, which began firſt to fall upon thoſe Chriſtians which were 
| : "® : - . 4 
. ſouldiers;but that touched the other very little, neicher did they ſeek | 
; 3 Wes, to 


| with the Rulers and Preſidents where they lived ; fo that innumerable | 


ull manner ; Biſhops againſt Biſhops, | - 
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| The tenth Perſecution. 
tro appcaſe Gods wrath, nor to call for Mercy, but thinking that they | 

| Corrention | ſhould eſcape well enough, they heaped intquities daily more and | 
amongſt Chri- | more, one upon another. The Paſtors being inflamed with mutual 
Rtians, | contention each againſt other ; Then did rhe Lord raiſe up adverſaries 
againlt his people, that raſed their Churches to the ground, burnt 
the ſacred Scriptures in the open Market places, made the Paſtors 
of the Church to hide themſelves , and ſome withgreat ſhame were 


raken Priſoners, and were mocked of their enemies, and pur to open 
reproach. 
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| The tenth Primitzve Perſecution , which began 
| Anno Chriſti, 305. 


| ; toclefian and Maximing having many wars, aſſociated to them- 
| ſelves rwo Ceſars, Galerius, who wasſcnt into the Eaſt againſt 
the Perſras 3 and Conftantius, who was ſent into Byitazn , where he 
married Heleza.the daughter of King Coel;a Maiden excelling in beau- 
| | ty, and no lets famous tor her Studies and Learning, by whom he had | 
(orftantine the Great. | | 
Theſe' two Emperors having obtained many vidtories , were ſo! 
puſfed up with pride, that they ordained a ſolemn Triumphart Rome. 
| Aſter which, Diocleſiaz would needs be worſhipped as God, ſaying , 
P.iJe. thar he was brother to the Sun and Moon, and adoring his ſhoes with 
; gold and precious ſtones , he commanded the people to kiſs his feer. 
| Thena!fſo did he raiſe a great and grievous Perſecution againſt rhe 
Church of God : andthe Feaſt of Eafter drawing nigh,he command- 
cd all the Cimrches of the Chriſttans to be ſpoiled, and caſt down, 
| Bibles burnt« | 11d the books of rhe holy Scriptures to be burnt, which was executed 
with all rigour and contempt that might be. 

Then he ſent forth his Edits for the diſplacing of all Chriſtian 
Cruel Edigs, | Magiſtrares,and pur all others our of rheir Offices, impriſoning ſuch 
of the common people as would not abjure Chriſtianiry,and ſubſcribe 

ro the heathen Idolatrics. | 
Then were cruel Edidts ſent abroad for the imprifoning of the 
Elders and Biſhops, and conſtraining them by ſundry kinds of tor- 
ments to ſacrifice ro the Idols ; whereupon infucd a great perſecution 
againſt the Governors of the Church , amongſt whom many of them 
| Horrible cor- | mantully paſſed through excceding bitter torments: Some were ſcourg- 
| _ ed all over their bodies with whips : ſome with racks and tearings of 
their fleſh,were exceedingly cruciated : ſome one way, others another | 
= | way were put todeath. | 
| | ome were violntly drawn to the impure ſacrifices, and as though 


they | 


— 


Re — 


o 
— —_— —— 


he 


——_— The tenth Perſecution. "M | 63 | 


—— 


they had ſacrificed, when indeed they did nor, were let go. - Others 
neicher coming to their Altars; nor touching any piece ot their ſacri- 
fice, yet were born in hand by thoſe which ſtood by,thar they had ſa- 
crificed ; and fo being defamed by their adverſaries, were let go. | Falſe Accuſa. 
Orhers as dead men were carried out, and caſt away, being bur half |f9nsof Chri- 
dead. OY 
Some were caſt down onthe pavement,and trailed a great ſpace by 
the legs, and the people made to believe that they had ſacrificed ; 
Others with-ſtood them, ſtourly affirming with a loud voice, that they 
had not ſacrificed ; withal ſaying,that they were Chriſtians, and glo- 
{ rying in the profeſſion of that name. 
| Some cryedthar they neither had , nor cver would be partakers of 
| that Idolatry, who were bufferted on the face and mouth by the foul- 


Cour2 Le 


dicrs, that they might hold their peace. Bur it the Saints ſeemed ne- 
| ver ſo little ro do what their enemies would have them, they were 
made much of ; yer none of theſe devices prevailed againſtthe con- | Humane infir- 
ſtant ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt ; but of the weaker ſorr,through frailty, | "Y- 
| many fell at the firſt brunt; 
W hen theſe Edits were firſt ſetup at Nicomedia, a Chriſtian, a ' zeq, 
noble man born, moved with an holy zeal, ran, and took them down, | 
and tare them in pieces, though the Emperors were preſent inthe Ci- 
|ty ; for which he was put toa molt bitter death, which with great 
conſtancy and patience,he endured to the Jaſt, 
Theſe furious Tyrants, D!oclefian in the Weſt, and Maximianin the 
; Eaſt, raged exceedingly againſt the poor Saints of Chriſt. But Dt0- 
 clefran proceeded more fubrilly, firſt beginning with the fouldicrs in 
| his Camp : to whom the Marſhal of the ficld propoſed that they 
| ſhould cither offer ſacrifice, or leave their places and offices, and lay 
{ down their arms 3 whereunto the Chriſtians reſolucely anſwered, 
| that they were not only ready to lay down their weapons , but to | 
ſufter death, if it was impoſed upon them,rather then ſo to fin againſt | Conftancy. 
God. | 
{ Inthe beginning of rhis perſecution, few were tormented, but af- 
| rerwards the Emperor grew to greater cruelty. Ir cannot be expreſ- 
' ſed whatnumber of Martyrs ſuffered ; what blood was ſhed through 
all Cities and Regions for the name of Chriſt. | 
In Tyre certain Chriſtians were given to the moſt cruel wild beafts , | a mirade of 
which would not hutt them;and the Lions,Bears and Leopards,which | Mercy. | 
were kept hungry for the purpoſe , would not touch them: Yet did 
they vehemently rage againſt thoſe that brotight the Chriſtians into 
the ſtage , who though they ſtood, as they thought, wichont their |- 
reach, yet were they caught, and devoured by them. Afterwards thefe 
Martyrs were ſlain with the ſword, and caſt into the ſea. 
| Stluanus, Biſhop of Gazerſes, with thirty nine more, were ſlain in | $,,m,, 
che Mettal-Mynes. Pamphilus of Ceſarea, dyed a glorious Martyr. | Pamphilus 
In Syr74, all the chiet Paſtors were firſt caſt into priſon,together 
with the Biſhops, Elders and Deacons : Tirazioz was throwen into | Tirnion. 
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| Thbe tenth Perſecution. 2 
" ithe ſea. Zenobims aPhylitian was flain with Brickbars. " 
Ar Antiochrwo young Maidens were thrown into the ſea, HAifo | - 
an aged Matron, and her two beauritull daughters , being fought af- 
tcr,and art laſt found, rather then they would be drawn to do ſacrifice, 
nw threw themſelves head-long intoa river. Syluazus Biſhop of Emiſ a, 
with ſome others were thrown to the wild beaſts. | 

The Chriſtians in Meſopotamra were tormented divers ways : ſome 
of them were hanged up by the fect, and with the {moak of a ſmall 
fire ſtrangled, So out-ragious was the Emperor in the þeginaing of 
{this Perſecution, that in Nzcomedia he flewrhe chicteſt Princes of his | 
Court, whom a little before he prized as his own Children, 

Alſoone Peter was hoiſted up naked, and ſo beaten, and torn with 
whips, that his bones might bc ſeen ; then they poured upon him ale 
Dorothew, | and Vinegar, and laſtly roſted him with a ſott fire, Dorothew arid Gor- 
Gorgonivs. | 90345, men of great Authority under the Emperor, after divers tor- | 
ments were ſtrangled with an halter. Atb;mus, Biſhop.of Nicomedla, | 
with divers others, having made a good confeſſion, were beheaded. 
Serena, Diocle- | Y 24, Serena, the wite of Diocleſ1an the Emperor,was martyred for her 
F fan s wife, Religion. Some others were bound hand and foot tow poſt, and fo 

burn. ; 

Alſo many Chriſtians of all ages and ſorts,being met together in 

a Church, to celebrate the memorial of Chriſts Nativity, Maximiar 

the Emperor ſent ſome to fire the Church , and burnthem all ; Bur 
firſtthey commanded a Cryer to proclaim,that whoſoever would have 
life, ſhould come out, and ſacrifice tv Jupiter, otherwiſe they ſhould 
be all burnt ; rhen one ſtepping up boldly, inthe name of all the reſt, 
ſaid, We are all Chriſtians, and belicye that Chriſt is our only God 
and King, and we will ſacrifice tvnone but him ; hereupon the fire 
| was kindled , and ſome thouſands of men , women and children 

- a 1g were burnt 1n that place. ky | 
Church, In Arabia many Martyrs were {lain with Axes. In Phrygia,the Em- 
peror ſent his Edicts to a City, commanding them to ſacrifice to the 
Idols : but the Major, and all the Citizens profeſſed themſelves to be 
Chriſtians, whereupon the Emperor made his Army environ the City, 
-Ag | onaay and fer it on fire, whereby all the inhabitants were burnt together |- 

» | 

Euftrative,a Euftratius an Armenian, and skilfullin the Greek tongue , highly 
Perſecuor ) honoured and advanced by the Emperor, who alſo had executed: 
ROTET "0 | many Chriſtians;beholding the marvellous conſtaricy of the Martyrs, 
- þ payvety learned the Chriſtian Religion, burned exceedingly with a 

«| defire of Martyrdom, and not ſtaying for Accuſers, profeſſed himſelf 
tro be a Chriſtian, openly execrating the vanity and madneſs of the 
heathens ; Being therefore apprehended, he was tied up,and bitterly 
beaten; afterwards he was parched with fire put to his bowels , then 
baſted with ſalt and vinegar, then ſcraped and bemangled with ſhar 
cutting ſhels,thar his whole body ſeemed to be bur one wound, yet at- 
terwards, through Gods goodneſs, it was reſtored again whole. And 
laſtly was he burned. ___ In 
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**1 Martyrdom: as alſo many other Biſhops in Ezypt,together with many fa- 


=} mousandexcellent men,ſuffered about the ſame time. 


A whole legion of Chriſtian ſouldiers, thar lay at Thebes in Zeypr, un- 
der rheir Chriſtian Col, Mauritins, becauſe they refuſed toſacrifice to T- 


and afterwards , by the exhortation of Mavritizs , they died all togerher | 
| conſtant Martyrs. | | | Y 
! The perſccution raged not only in Aſia and Africa , but alſo in Ttaly, 
(try, Spain , 8c, inall which countries an innumerable company of 
| Chriſtians were martyred by ſundry kindes of death. In Trevers were 
| ſomany Chriſtians lain, that their bloud ran like fmall brooks, and dif- 
coloured great rivers; yet this ſufficed nor the Tyrant,but he ſent abroad 
his horſemen to command all thoſe which had apprehended any Chriſti- 
ans, immedtately to put them to death. 

Ar Collen alſo, and in Rhetia many were martyred: yea, this perſe- 
cution extended into our Britax , where all the Chriſtians were put to 
; death. 
| Beſides the kindes of death , the puniſhments were ſogreat and hor- 

rible as no tongue is able to expreſs: as whippings , ſcourgings, rack- j 
1ngs , horrible ſcrapings, ſword, fire , ſhipboats , whereinto many were 
put and ſunk into the {ea : Alſo hanging upon crofles , binding ſome to 
the bodies of trees with their hexds hanging downward , hanging others 
by the middle upon gallowſes till they died of hunger : throwing others 
| alive to Lions, Bears, Leopards, wilde Buls, ec, Pricking others with 
bodkins and talons of beaſts till they were almoſt dead. | 

In Thebaide,they hanged up women naked by one of their feet,the reſt 
of their body hanging downwards , with many other forts of puniſh- 
; ments moſt cruell co be thought of : Some were bound to the boughs of 
trees, aud had their members torn aſunder , others were mangled with 
| axes, ſome choaked with ſmoak over a {low fire, ſome had their hands, 
ears, and feet cut off, others were ſcorched and broiled upon coals , yet 
notto death , but had the torment renued every day. 

In Pontns the Martyrs had other horible torments inflited on them, 
Some had their fingers-ends under the nails thruſt in with bodkins : 
Some were ſprinkled all over with boiling lead , having their neceſlary 
members cut from them , others ſuffred moſt filthy and intolerable 
corments in their bowels , and privy members : what the outrage of 
this perſecution was in Alexandria , Phileas a Biſhop thus wri- 
reth, 

- Becauſe faith he )every man might torment the holy Martyrs as he 
liſted, ſome bear them with cudgels , ſome with rods , ſome with whips , 
ſome with thonges , ſome with cords, (ome having there hands bound 
behind them were lifred upon timber-logs, and with certaine inſtru- 
ments had their. members and joints ſtretched out, where their bodies | 
hanging , were ſubjected to the will of the tormentors , who were com- 
; manded to afflict them withall manner of torments : on their fides , 

| K bellies, | 


_ 


- | - In Alexandria, Peter the Biſhop , and his Deacons conſtantly ſuffered Peter, 
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© bellies .thighs , legges , they ſcratched them with the claws of wilde | 


beaſts: ſome were hanged but by on hand one the engine, that they 
might feel che more grievous pulling out of the reſt of their members : 
Some were bound to pillars , having no ſtay under their feet, that w:th ' 
the weight of their bodics being drawnout , they might feel the greater 
torment : and theſe torments endured all day long ; the Judge com- 
manding that they ſhould not be let down, till either by the extremity 
of torment ,or by the cold , they were near death; and then they were | 
ler down, and haled upon the ground. | 

They deviſed alſo another greater torment , for when the Chriſtians | 
were lamentably bearen , they had a new kinde of rack, wherein they | 
lying upright , were ſtretched by both the feer above the fourth hole , | 
with ſharp ſhels ſtrawed under them, Others were caſt down upon the | 
pavement , where they had ſo many torments inflicted upon them, 
that their ſufferings cannot be imagined whar they were : In the midſt of 
which torments ſome died , their enemies being confounded with their 
ſingular patience. 

Some half dead were thruſt into priſons , where , with their wounds 
and pain they ended their lives : Others being cured of their wounds, 
were again put totheir choice;whether they would ſacrifice to the Idols, 
and have their liberty , or have the ſentence of death paſs upon them , 
who did willingly chuſe death for Chriſts ſake , rather then to fin againſt 
him. 

In Nicomedia, a Chriſtian pulling down , and tearing the Emperors 
Edi&, was ſtript and beaten ill the bones appeared, and then waſhed 
in ſalt and vinegar, under which torments he died. Yet notwithſtanding 
the horribleneſs of theſe tortures , the Chriſtian Martyrs were fo farre 
from being diſmaied , that they were confirmed and ſtrengthned there- 
by , merrily and joyfully undergoing whatſoever was inflicted upon 
them. | 
Euſebias ſaith , that himſelf ſaw the cruel Perſecution in Thebade , 
where the ſwords of the Perſecutors were blunted with che great ſlaugh- 
ter of the Chriitians', and they ſat down with wearineſs to reſt them, 
whileſt others took their places. Yer ſtill the Chriſtians ſhewed their 
willingneſs, and with courage, joy and ſmiling, received their ſent: nce of 


praiſe to God. 

In Alexandriathe holy Martyrs led with the love of better rewards, 
did not only bear the menaces of the cruel ſouldiers , wherewith they 
threatned them , but alſo whatſoever rorments they could deviſe for 
their deſtruction : Yea ſaith S»lpitizs ; then the Chriſtians with more 

reedy deſire preſſed and ſought for Maryrdom , then now they do 
or Biſhopricks, Yet ſome through infirmity in this Perſecution fell 
back , for which they were excommunicated by the Church. 

Damaſus and others witneſs , that there were (lain in thirty daies,, 
ſeventeen thouſand perſons, beſides a great number that were condem- 


ned to the Metall-mines and quarries, with the like cruelty. 
In 
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| Q&;the lik, Martyrdom and honour. 


E. T he teuth Perſecution. 


——_ mag - 

In eAl: xandaria were llain with axes.threehundred : At Collen three 
bandred. Mavritius with his Chriſtian legion, fix thouſand ſix hundred 
fixty {1x, whoſe ſtory, deſerving perpetually to be remembred, is this - 


| Maximian \snt for his Mauritius with his legion 'of Thebane ſoul- 
| diers , under a pretence of imploying them againſt his enemies : When | 
| they. came tO Rome , Marcellxs, the Blefled biſhop, laboured ro confirm 

them in the truth., ro whom they promiſed perſeverance in the faith 

untothe death. Then they followed they Imperialarmy into Frence, 
! and when they were cowe thither , Maximian offered {acrifice to the 
devils, and called all his ſouldiers to the ſame , ſtrictly charging them 
ro: fight againſt his enemies , and againſt the Chriſtians which were 
enemies to his gods. Theſe Chriſtian Thebans reſolved rather to die ; 
then to ſacrifice, or to bear arms againſt the Chriſtians , wherewith 
the Tyrant being enraged , commanded every tenth man of the legion 
ro be put to the ſword , hereupon they ſtrove whoſhould ſubmit their 
necks to the ſtroke, Mavritizs encouraged them greatly hereunto, and 
being called before the Emperour, he ſaid; Wee, O Emperor , your ſoul- 
diers , and yet the ſervants of God , owe thee ſervice of mar, bur to him 


————— ——— ——D—————————— ——— _— 


innaceucy ; of thee me receivewages , but of him life; therefore we cannot 
obey thee to dey God our Lord and yours alſo, will ye nil ye: We are ready. 
to obey you , if you enforce us not to diſobey him : Otherwiſe we. will rather 
obey h1m then you : We offer here our hands againſt any other enemies , but 
to defile our bayds with the bloud of innocents , we may not : Theſe hands of 
| ours bave +kil to fight againſt wicked enemies , but not to murther goaly 
friends , &c, We bave engaged our faith to God , we cannot be true toyou, if 
we break covenant with him , 8c, We ſee our brethren and fellows in arms , 
craelly put-to the ſmord , which we rejoyce in , that they have been connted | 
worthy co ſuffer for Chriſts ſake, 8c, Behold here we caſt down our weapons, 
and had rather to be killed , then to kill , and to die guiltleſſe then to live 
guilty : We ave ready ro ſuffer what more you ſhall appoint , yea beth fire, 
ſword , or any other torments. We confe [ſe our ſelves, to be Chriſtians , wee 
cannot perſecute Chriſtians, nor ſacrifice to your devilliſh Idols, The Em- 
perour being highly incenſed with this anſwer commanded the ſecond 
rime the tenth man to be ſlain , which being accompliſhed , when the 
Chriſtian ſouldiers would not yet condeſcend to his miude, he ſet up- 
on. them with-his whole hoſt , both of foot and horſe, charging them to 
kill them all; the Chriſtians made no reſiſtance, but throwing down 
their arms , offered their naked necks to the perſecutors , and fo were 
all ain. | 
Atthat time , one 7ior , an old ſonldier , thatfor his age was dil- 
miſled,coming to. the Army, as.they were banquetting and making mer- 
ry with the ſpoils of the Martyrs, was bidden to fit down with them, bur 
he.asked them what was the cauſe ofthere mirth, and underſtanding the 
truc, ,hedereſted chem, and refuſed to eat with them ; and being there- 
upon demanded whether he were a Chriſtian? he anſwered that he was 
andever would be. Then. they ruſhed upon him; and made him partaker, 
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| Cruelty, 


G-ds judge- 
ments on pef« 
lecutars, 


Hypocrifce. 


The mzrc'es cf , Own accord from purting any more Chriſtians rodeath : Yet of a great 
the wicked are | qqy[tirude , they chruſt our their right etes, and maimed their right 


 \privately ſtirredup the Athenians topetition him that none of them 


| . When Divcleſpanand Haximiaz, notwithſtanding all the ſlaughter 
| which hey made, ſaw the number of Chriſtians rather increaſed then 
| diminiſhed, ſo that they were out of all hope of urcer rooting them our, 
: and having now even their fill of blood, they ceaſed arlaſt of their | 


| legs at the ham, with a ſearing iron, condemning them to the Metal- 
' mynes, not ſo much for theirlabour,as deſirous to afflit them there- 
' by - and ſo having raigned to2ether abour one and twenty years, Di- | 
| ocle 5an giveſted himſelt of the imperial Dignity, and lived a private 
[ life, and the like did Maximian alſo, reſigning the Empire to Galerius 
Maximinns, aud (onſtaniins. 
| Maximinus was of a cruel Nature, a great Enchanter,vicious in his 
i life, and a great enemy to the Chriſtians, and therefore continued the 
Perſecution of them, yet at length was rev..ked from his cruelcy by 
the juſt Judgement of God upon him ; For he was ſuddenly taken with 
| an horrible and filthy diſeaſe, which firſt began outwardly 1n his fleſh : 
and then preceeded more inwardly - hisprivy members putrified with 
| a botchy corrupt boil, and a fiſtula conſuming, and eating up his En- 
| trails, whence ſwarmed forthan innumerable company of lice, with 
{uch a peſtiferous ſtink, that no man could abide him he being alſo 
verygrols, bis fat putrified , and ſtank intollerably; and becauſe his 
Phy{itians could not abide the ſtink, he commanded them to be ſlain - 
others of them, becauſe they could not cure his incurable diſeaſe,he pur 
them ro cruel deaths. 
\ Arlaſtbeing rold that his diſeaſe came from God, he began to be- 
' think himſelf of all the cruelty which he had ſhewed to the Saints , 
confefled his offences to God, and gave command that the Perſecuti- 
on-againſt the Chriſtians ſhould ceaſe; requiring his Officers likewiſe 
| P _ their Temples, and requeſting them to pray to their God 
| for bim. | 
; This Edi& much comforted .and refreſhed the Chriſtians, who 
chereupon gathered together in evexy City, called their Synods and 
Councels ; yea, the Infidels themſelves extolled and magaified the true 
God of the Chriſtians. | 
) But this Tyrant Maximinus ſcarce ſuffered this p:ace to continue 
\ fix moneths together,but again he forbad the Chriſtians to meer, and 


=. 


' might be ſuffered to live in their City: Alſo a Conjurer in Athens made 
/ an Image of Jupiter, which uttered theſe words , Fapiter commandeth 
| the Chriſt;ans to be baniſhed out of this City and Suburbs , becauſe they are 
| enemies to him, Alſo certain harlots were ſuborned to ſay, that they 
formerly were Chriſtians, and privy to the wicked and laſcivious as 
| which they exerciſed amongſt themſelyes, upon Sabbath dates, &sc. 
' And:thereupon the Emperor commanded that they ſhould put them 
| to-death by all means poſſible, - Then did the Perſecution grow as | 
great asever it was, and the Governors of every Province fell upon | 
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| The tenth Perſecution. | 6g | 
the Chriſtians, baniſhing ſome, and purting others to death. 

Silvanus Biſhop of Emiſſa, a very old man, and three others with od 
him, were condemned to death. So was Lucianus, an Elder at 4n-| Luan 
tioch. At Alexandria, Peter the Biſhop was beheaded. Puirinus Bi- | Peicr. | 
| ſhop of Sceſcanus bad an hand-mill tied about his neck, and wasthrown | Vi" 
| head-long into a river: where yet he floted a great while, exhorting che 
| lookers on not to bedilſmaid with his puniſhment, and fo with much 1 
| ado, was at laſt drowned. | 

- At Rome, many Biſhops, Miniſters and Elders were put to death. 

In ſundry other places very many others ſuffered martyrdom with fire, 
wild beaſts, drowning in the fea, ec. Some were crucified , ſome 
were lain with the word; ſome endured the cutcing and burning of 
their members; ſome had their eyes thruſt out ; ſome were ſtarved in 
priſons, and whatſoever other cruelty the Magiſtrates could devile ; 
All which the people of Godendured, rather then they would offer| 
ſacrifice to the Idols. The like miſeries did the womenalſo endure ,} 
for being inticed ro the filthy aſe of their bodies, ſome ratherchoſe 
baniſhmear, and others topreyent it, killed themſelves, | 

Neither could Chriſtians live ſafely in che wilderneſs, but even 
from thence they were drawnto torments and death, 

And whereas the Tyrant in hits Edi had boaſted of the plenty and | 
proſperity of all things in the time of his per/ecuting of the Saints, 
God to confute him, preſently ſent grear drought, tamine and peſti- 


Cruel cormenrs 


Gods judge- 
, , ments on perſes 
lence, beſides the wars with the Armenians; by which calamities , | ©9955. 


| the people were miſerably waſted ; corn was ſold at an unreaſonable 
| rate, ſo thar exceeding great multitudes died of hunger inthe Cities, 
bur far more in the villages; moſt part of the husband-men dying of | , ;<rr:bje 64- 

famine and the peſtilence. Divers brought out their beſt treaſure; and | mine, 
, ve it for any kind of ſuſtenance, though never (o little. Others ha- 
ving ſold their pofſeiſions for food, fell into extream miſery : Some did 
eat graſs, others fed upon unwholſom- herbs , whereby they hurt and 
poiloned their bodies: Many women were driven to leave the Ciries, 
and beg up and down through the countrey : ſome through faintneſsfell 
down 1n the ſtreets, and holdiug up their hands, cryed miſerably for 
ſome {craps or fragments of bread, being ready to give up the Ghoſt ; 
and being able to ſay no more, they cryed,; Hungry, hungry. OS 

- Some ot the richer ſort being tired with ſerving ſuch multitudes of 
beggers, began to grow hard-hearted; fearing leſt themſelves ſhould 
fall into the like miſery : By reaſon whereof the Marker-places, ſtreets, 
and lanes, lay tult of dead corpſes, and- naked bodies were caft out' un- 
buried,many. of which were devoured by dogs, whereupon they which 
lived, fell ro killing of the dogs, leſt running mad ; they ſhoutd fall 
upon them, and kill them, - Fc ye 

., The peſtilence alſo ſcattering through all houſes; killed very many , 
eſpecially thoſe of the richer ſort, which eſcaped rhe. famine, whereby 
innumerable . Magiſtrates ,. Princes and Preſidents 'were quickly dif- 
patched , fo that all places were filled with mourning, and nothing 
Fad; | C K 3 G wes | 
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þ ws ſeen or heard but weeping and wailing every where, Death ſo 
| reigned in every family , that two or three dead bodies were carried 


= | out of one hou e together, But notwithſtanding that theſe miſcreants 
| _ of [hadbeen ſocruel rothem , yet the Chriſtians were very diligent and 
| rin?» * | charitable rothem-in all their extremities , travelling every day , ſome 
in c__ the fick ; ſome in burying of their dead; others called the 
multitude together , which were ready to famiſh ,and diſtributed bread 
unto them, whereby they occaſioned them to glorifie the God of the 
Chriſtians ,and con'eſſed them to be the true worſhippers of God , as 
appeared by their works : and hereby the Lord wrought wonderfully for 
{ the peace ot his Church,for after he had cortefted them, he again ſhewed 
th. m-mercy. | 
Conſtantine ſucceeding his fathet , overcame Maxentizs the Tyrant 
in Rem , and he together with £icin7w ſet forth Edits in favour of 
the Chriſtians: See Conſtantines life in my ſecond part of lives. Yet Maxi- 
min continued his perſecution'in the Eaſt, whereupon Conſtantine and 
Licinius 'wrote to him to favour the Chriſtians, and he finding that he 
was too weak toencounter with them , ſent forth his Edits to ſtop the 
perſecution : yer afterwards he picked new quarrels with them, and 
began to perſeciite them again : whereupon Z7cinius went againſt him, 
and overthrew bim in a batrell : Then 41d Maximinus kill many of his 
| enchanters and conjurers that had encouraged him, and promiſed him 
victory. 271 a 
Gots won | - Shortly after the Lord ftriking him with a grieyous diſeaſe , he 
no pers | glorified the God: of the Chriſtians , and made a Law for the ſafety and 


ments on pef« LL 
 ſecutors. preſervation of them: yet not long after by the yehemency of his diſeaſe, 
| E he ended his life. :. -- 2 I" | 

Hypocrifie. / :'L:ciziue , thatforalong time had pretended to the Chriſtian religion, 


and lived in great fanuliarity with Conſtantine , who had given him his 
ſiſter:Conſtantia'to be his wife, began afterwards to diſcover his hypocri- 
fie, and the wickednefle of his nature , ſecretly conſpiring the death of 
Con#antine ; but the Lord:diſcovering and preventing his conſpiracies, 
he then! fell out with him , and manifeſted his hatred of the Chriſtian 
religion, being puffed up with ithe victory that he had got againſt 
| Maximus. ' | © Go 
| Hequarrelled wich: the Chriſtians , becauſe as he ſaid, they praied 
not for him; butifor Confartine: and thereupon he firſt baniſhed them 
Wicked Laws, { AlL-from\ his Conrt - 'then he deprived all the Knights of their honou- 
| _ | rablearder , except they would/facrifice todevils : then he command- 
edithatrhe Biſhopsſhonld haye nv 'meetings to conſult about their Ec- 
 Clefiaftical affairs nor" that any Chriſtians ſhould come to the Church- 
es, orhold anyaſſemblics : then that men and women ſhould not meer 
rogether copray , that women ſhould not hear the Biſhops , bur chuſe 
j our women: toinftruct: them 5'then that- none ſhould help or ſuccour 
| __ .,.;-, : | thoſerhar were itptifon. ,/'nor-ſhould beftow' any alms- upon them , 
| . | hough/rhey ſhould die for hunger , and thar they which ſhewed any 
1 compaſſion: to thole'which were-eondemnedto death, ſhould ſuffer _ 
; 227 | Ike 
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like puniſhment themſelves ; then he perſecuted the Biſhops, and flew 
thoſe which were the moſt eminent of them : the flattering officers alſo 
which were about him , thinking to pleaſe him thereby , ſlew many Bi- 
ſhops withour any cauſe: yea many of their bodies they cut into gobbets, 
and threw them 1n co the ſea to feed fiſhes : Some were baniſhed , others 
had their goods con fiſcated;many noblemenand gentlemen were privi:y 
made away : and Licinizs gave their unmarried daughters to wicked 
| varlets to be defloured , himſelf alſo violated many women , both wives 
and maidens. 

| This cruelty made many godly perſons voluntarily ro forſake their 

| houſes , and to live in woods , mountains , and deſarts: He cauſed The- | rh,ozoriu. 
| edorus to be hanged upon acrofſe, ro have nails thruſt into his arm- pits, | 
and afterwards to be beheaded: Divers other Biſhops had their hands cur 
off with a ſearing iron. In Sebaa fourty Chriſtian ſouldiers in the vehe- 
ment cold winter were caſt into an Horſe-pond , where they ended their 
| lives : the wives of thele fourty men were carried to Heraclea, where, to- 
gether with a Deacon of that place , after they had ſuffered innumerable 
| rorments , they were ſlain with the (word, 


Cru. 7. 


Conſtantine being informed of .ll this wickedneſſe, railedan Army , 
went againſt him-, overcame him twice , and at laſt cauſed him tobe pur / 
to death, as you may ſec in Confantizes life in my ſecond part: whereby 
the Church obtained a generall peace. | 

Yet in this tenth Perſecution many other eminent Chriſtians ſaffered 
Martryrdom, beſides thoſe before-named. 

Galerizes in his time invaded Antioch, intending to force all Chriſti- 
ans to renounce Chriſt , at what time they were aſſembled together , 
whereupon one Romanrs ran to them , declaring that the wolves wete 
athand, which would devour them , yet he exhorted them not to fear 
{ by reaſon of the perill ; and, through Gods grace, the Chriſtians were 
greatly encouraged by him , fo that old menand matrons , fathers, 
mothers , young men and maidens were all of one minde , being wil- 
ling to ſhed their bloud in defence of their profeſſion : A band of armed 
men were {ent againſt them , which were nor able ro wreſt the ſtaff of 
faith out of their hands: hereupon they ſent word to their Caprain , 
that they could nor inforce the Chriſtians to deny their faith , by rea- 
ſon of Romans who did ſo mightily encourage them - then did the 
Captain command that he ſhould be brought before him , which was 
done accordingly ; What ( ſaith the Captain) art thou the author of 
this ſeditien? art thou the cauſe that ſs many laſe there lives ? By the Gods 
1 ſwear thou ſhalt anſwer for them all , and ſhalt ſuffer thoſe torments that 
thou encourageſt them to undergo; Romanus anſwered, Thy ſentence, O Em-|, ue 
perour , 1 willingly embrace, I refuſe not to be ſacrificed for my brethren , and | ble courage. 
that by as cruel torments as thou canſt invent. &c. The _ being 
much enraged with this his ſtoat Anſwer, commanded him to be | 
truſſed vp, and his bowels drawn out, whereupon the Executioners | 
ſaid, Not ſo Sir, this man is of noble parentage, and therefore he may 
| not be put to ſo ignoblea death : Scourge him then (quoth che _— | 

tain ) | 
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True nobility, 


| Blaiphemy. 


A child tor- 
mented. 


| 


/ mother , ſaid he, with whoſe milk I ſucked in this leſſon, that I muſt | 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


L 
[ 


| cannot beleeve : The Captain amazedat this , ſaid, thou young villain 


rain ) with whips with knobs of lead ar the ends: bur Romanus ſang 
Pſalms all the time of his whipping , requiring them nor to favourhim 
for nobilities ſake ; Not the bloud of progenitors , ( ſaith he ) but the 


Chriitian profe [ſion makes me noble: then did he earneſtly inveigh againſt | 


the Captain, and derided their Idol] gods, cc. but this further enraged 
the Tyrant , ſo that he commanded his {ides to be lanced with knives, 
till che bones were laid open - yer ſtill did the holy Martyr preach the 
living God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ro him : rhen did the Tyrant 
command them ro ſtrike Out his teeth, that his ſpeech might be hin- 
dered ; alſo his face was buffered , his eye-lids torn with their nails, 
his cheeks gaſhed with knives, the skin of his beard pulled off by licle 


| 
f 
! 


| 
| 


and little,c+c. yet the meck Martyrfaid, 7 thank thee O Captain, that thou 


haſt opened to me ſo many mouths as wounds, whereby 1 may preach my Lord | 


| 


and Saviour Feſus Chriſt : look how many wounds I have , ſo many muths 1 
have,lauding and praiſing Ged: The Captain aſtoniſhed at his conſtancy, 


bac them give over tormenting him: yer he threatned to burn him, | 


reviled him, and blaſphemed God, ſaying , thy crucified Chriſt is 
but a yeſterdaies God, rhe gods of the Gentiles arc of greateſt anti- 
quity : But Romans taking occation from hence, declared rohim the 
eternity of Chriſt , &. withall {:ying , Give me a child of ſeven years 
old, aud thou ſhalt hear what he will ſay ; hereupona pretty boy was 
called out of the multicude , to whom Romans ſaid , Tell me my pret- 
ty babe”, whether thou think itreaſon that we worſhip Chriſt , and'in 
Chriſt one Father, or elſe char we worſhip infinite gods * the child 
anſwered, that certuinly what we affirm 10 be God muſt needs be one, which 
with one, ts one and the ſame ; aid inaſmuch as this one is Chriſt, of nece ſſi- 
ty Chriſt muſt be the trut God : for that there be many gods , we children 


| and traitor , where , and of whom learnedft thou this leſſon 2 of my 


| believe in Chriſt : The mother was called , and ſhe gladly appeared: 


| 


the Tyrant commanded the child ro be horſed up, and ſcourged : the 
ſtanJers by beholding this mercilefle a, could not refrain from tears ; 
the joyfull and glad mother alone ſtood by with dry cheeks , yea , ſhe 
rebuked her ſweet babe , for dc{tring a cup of cold warer, charging 
him to thirſt after the cup that the babes of Berhlem once drunk of ; 
She willed him to remember little /ſaac, who willingly proferred his 
neck tothe cint of his fathers ſword , ec. Then did the cruell trormen- 


| tor pull off the «kin , hair and all from the crown of the childes head: 


| the mother crying , Suffer my child , anon then ſhalt paſſe to him that 


| will adorn thy head with a crown of eternall glory : thus the mo- 
| ther councelleth and encourageth , the childe is encouraged , and re- | 


celyeth the ſtripes with a ſmiling countenance . The Captain ſeeing 
the childe invincible , and himſelf vanquiſhed , commands him to be 
caſt into the ſtinking priſon, whileſt the corments of Romanus were 


| renewed and_.encreaſed - Then was Romanws brought forthagain, to 
| receive new ſtripes upon his old ſores, the fleſh being torn, and the 


bare 


[ 
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; | bare bones appearing : yet the cruell Tyrant raging like a mad man,' 
quarelling with the rormentors for dealing ſo-mildely with him, com-| 
manding them to cut , prick, and pounce him : and then he paſſed ſen- 
rence upon him , togerher with the clulde to be burned to death: ro 
whom Romans ſaid , 1 appeal from this nujuſt ſentence of thine to the righ- 
| teous throne of Chriſt , that upright Fudge , not becauſe 1 fear thy cruelltor- 
ments , aud mercile(ſe handling , but that thy Fudgements may be knows to be | 


cruell and bloaay. ®. 
| When they came to the place of execution , the tormentors requiredthe 
| childe of his mother, for ſhe had carried it in her arms from the priſon ; Marryrdom, 
| She kiſſing ic , delivered ir ro them, and as the executioner was ſtriking | 
off his head , ſhe ſaid , farewell my ſweer childe : | 
All laud a;d praiſe , with heart and voice, | 
O Lord we yeeld 10 thee : 
To whome the dah of all thy Saints, 
| Vke know moſt dear tobe. | 
| The childes head being cut off, the mother wrapt itin her garment , 
laid it to her breſt, and ſo departed. Then was Remanws caſt intoa 
| mighty fire, which being quenched with a great ſtorm, the Tyrant com- 
manded his rongue to be cut out,and afterwards cauſed him to be ſtrang- | 
ledin the priſon. | 
Gordius , a Centurionin Ceſarea , in the heat of this perſecution , left | ,,,,, 
his charge , living a ſolitary lite in a wilderneſs fora long time: atlaſt 
when a folemn feaſt was celebrated to- Mars in that city ; and multi- 
tudes of people were aſſembled in the Theatre , to ſee the games , he 
came , and gar up into a conſpicuous place, and witha load voice ſaid, 
Behald , 1 am found of thoſe which ſought me not , 8c. the multicude here- 
upon looked about to ſee who it was that {pake this , and Gordiwe being 
known , he was immediatly brought before the Sheriff ; and being as- 
ked who, and what he was, and why he came thither 2 hetold him | 
the whole truth , profeſſing that he believed in Chriſt , valued not their | 
threatnings, and choſe this as a fit time to manifeſt his profeſſion in : 
then did the Sheriff call for ſcourges , gibbers, and all manner oftor- 
| ments: td whom Gordiue anſwered , that it would be a loſle and da- | courage; 
mage to him, if he did not ſuffer divers torments and puniſhments for | 
Chriſt and his cauſe : the Sheriff moreincented hereby , commanded } 
all thoſe rorments to be inflited on him : with which Gordias could 
not be overcome , but ſang , The Lord is my helper , Inill not fear what 
| 147 can do unto me : and 1will fear no evill , becauſe thou Lord art with | 
me , 8c. then did he blame the tormentors for favouring him; pro- | | 
voking them to do their uttermoſt : then the Sheriff not prevaling thar | Flat: 
way , ſought by flattery to ſeduce him, promiſing him preferment , 
riches , treaſures, honour, &c. ifhe would deny Chriſt > but Gordius | 
derided his fooliſh madneſs , ſaying , tht he looked for greater preferment | 
in heaven , then he could give him here upon earth: then was be condemn-, | . __ 
ed ,and had out of the city to be burnt: Multitudes followed him , and Conftancy. 
ſome Kiſſing him , with tears —_ him eo piry himſelf, to _— | 
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| he anſwered, Weep not {pray ou for me , but for the enemies of Go 4, hh 


| purchaſing hell-firt: thereby for themſelves in- the day of vengeance : and 


© [rhefvike cauler, with an unippalled countenance, he willingly gave him- 
| on . forſook all , and went into adefart , where he gave himſelf to faſt- 


|. ztoud:yoice proclaimed himſelt ro be a Chriſtian, and thereupon was 
| carried before the Preſident, and being demanded' of iis faith, he ſaid , 


—_— 


. frets againſt the Chriſtians ;, weep Tſuy for them which prepare a fire for ws , 


ceaſe trpray you rhns. to moleſt my q «et and ſetled mind : for truly for the 
name of- Saf if 1 am ready to ſuffer athouſand deaths, &c, Others perſwa- 
ded'him.to deny Chriſt with fiis mouth ,-and to keep his conſcience to 
im(elf.. My tonguel ſaith he.) which by Gods goodneſſe 1 have, cannot 
be brought to deny the author andgiver of the* ſam: ;, for with the heart we 
biltewe unto righteonſneſſe ; and with the tongue we confe [fe unto ſalvatien: 
and:thus per{wading and encouraging the peopleto be willing todiein 


ſelt ro be burnt. | R Pp 

Alſo- Menay an Egyptian,and aſouldier by profeſſion,in this perſecuti- 
ing, prayer, meditation, and egding of the Scriptures: ar laſt returning 
into the city;of Cotzs , when the people were attheir paſtimes , he with 


Convententiit withat 1 confe {fe God in whom & light , and no darkneſſe ; for 
withithe heart we bele:we torighteouſneſſe., and with the mouth confeÞsion is 
wade to ſalvation : Then was he pinched and cxcruciated with {undry 
torments:: But (ſaid he ) there « nothing in my minde that can be com- 
pared:ro the Kingdom of heaven , neither is allthe world , if it were weighed 
in balance , comparable to the price of one ſoul ; and further ſaid , Who can 
ſeparate ws from the love of Ci hriſt. * can tribulation, or anguiſh ? &c. and 
again, 7 have learned of my Lord Chriſt not to feare them that can kill the 
body, and have nopomer to kill the ſoul , &c. Having endured manifold 
rormints ,;he received the ſentence of death , andat the place of execu- 
tion;he ſaid, /give thee thanks, my Lord Ged , which haſt accepted me to be 
a partaker of thy precious death , and haſt not ſaffered me to bt devoured 0 
fierce enemies , but hat made me conitant in 1h; true faith unto the end: 
and ſo he loſt ht head, bur found a crown, 

-1 Bafil relares aſtory, that che Emperors officer brought the Edi& 
againſt che Chriſtians toa place: to be publiſhed , and then privily ſub- 
omed fome to-detedt and accuſe the Chriſtians : then he cauſed the 
ſword; gibber; wheel. and whips ro be brought forth, ar the fight 


-1 Humane inkc- 


whereof the hearts of all the beholders did ſhake and tremble : Some | 
efear fed, others ſtood in doubt what to do - Some again for fear 

denied:their faich, orhers ſuffered cruell rorments , but at laſt varquiſh- 
edby:rhe intollerable pain , they made ſhipwrack of their conſciences , 
-and loft the glory of their conteſſhon. 

| --: Amongſt 2chers ; fourty young gentlemen that were ſouldiers , free- 
y:and boldly'confeſſed themſelves tobe Chriſtians, declaring to the 
\ Marthall their names , who amazed at this-their boldnefſe , ſtood in 
doubt: what to: do.:: then he-aſſaied with fair words and flitteries to 
win.chem . perſwading them to:confider their youth, and nor to change 
{apleaſant life for a painfull and-untimely death, promiſing them ho- 
EL | | nour, 
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money , honour , ner life , but only the celetiall Kingdom of Chriſt , for the 
love of which they were ready to endure the wheel,crofle,fire,&c. ? he 
Marſhall being much offended herewith, deviſed a new torment ; for 
| ſpying a pond in the ftreet that did lie open to the Northen winde, it 
| being in the cold winter time , he cauſed them to be pur into it all 
| night”; but they being merry , comforted one another as they .pur off 
their clothes, ſaying , We put not off. now our cloths , but our old man , 
| corrupt with the deceit of concupiſcece , far which we bleſe and praiſe God : 
i for by meanes of the ſerpent we once put on the old man , but by the means of | 
| Teſus Chriit we now put him off : and being brought nakedtothe place, 
| where they felt the vehement cold , they were pur into the pond , {o 
that all their members were ſtark and ſtiffke with it : and as ſoonas it 
{ was day, they hauing breath yet remaining in them, were brought to the | 
fire, wherein they were confumed into aſhes ; whichaſhes were thrown 
into the _ . _ Is 
It happened that one of the company being more lively , and not| * 22:ren- 
{ſo co as the reſt , the —— ried him , x delivered I | 
; him to his mother who ſtood by , toſavehis lite : but ſhe led him to 
the piles of wood where the other ftaryed creatures lay ready to be 
burnt , admoniſhing him to accompliſh the bleſſed journey he had | 
taken in hand , which accordingly hedid , and was burnt with his 
companions. | | 

Syrws a Phyſician of Alexandria , in this perſecution fled into Syria,' _ 
where he lived a private life , unto whom one Fohzn a ſouldier :djoined. Sohn . 
himlelf : but not long after one Athanaſia with her three daughters, be- | thanuſe 
ing virgins , were caſt into priſon at (azope in Egypt for the profeſſion of 
| their taich : Cyrws being ot their acquaintance, fearing leſt through in- 
| firmity they ſhould fall, he rogether with his partner Joh» went chither 
| ro the priion to comtort and confirm them , for which he was accuſed 
ro the Preſident , who thereupon condemned them all, and fo they were 
beheaded. 

Sebaitianalloborne in France, and Captain of the avaunt-guard of the | g,,,4;,, 
Emperour ,, encouraged many Martyrs by his exhortations unto con- 
| ftancy , and kept them in the faith , for which being accuſed to the Em- 
perour, he cauſed him to be brought forth into the open field , whereby 
his own ſouldiers he was thruſt through with arrows. | | 

Bafilalſo maketh mention of one Barlaam , who having endured all | 3%; 
ſorts of tortures tothe point of death , was then by the tormentors laid 
upon the altar, and they put fire and frankincenſein his right hand , 
hoping that the burning of the fire would have forced him te ſcatter 
the-incenſe upon the altar, and ſo to have ſacrificed : but his hand, endu- 
ring the fire, remained ſteady, the Martyr in the mean time finging , 
Bleſſed be the Lord my God which teacheth my hands to fight , &C. | 

«Ambroſe mentioneth one Agricola and Vitals his ſervant, who | ,,;, ... 
agreed betwixt themſelves, togive their lives, with other Martyrs, 
for the name of Chriſt ; Yitals firſt offering himſelf to Martyrdom, | 
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| nour , money, &c, Bur they boldly anſwered that they neither deſired , 
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the perſecutors laboured- by all means to draw him to deny Chriſt , 
but not prevailing , they exerciſed upon bim all ſorts of corments, fo 
that he had no whole skin left on all his body : y7:alis in the midſt of 
his ſufferings , having by prayer commended himſelf ro God ;, gave 


| up the ghoſt. Then was 4gricla (ct upon by the tormentors, whoſe 


vertuous life and gentle conditions , had won him ſuch reſpe&, that 
they delayed tormenting of him , but he provoking them to* make 
quicker ſpeed , they faſtene@ him co the croſſe , where he finiſhed his 
Martyrdom. | 

Auguſtine writes of one Yincentius a Spaniard , who by Dacianus 
the Preſident was farſt laid upon the rack , rill all the joints of his body 
crackt , then were all tis members {laſht and indented with deadly 
wounds ; then they miſerably ſcratched all his body with iron combs , 
filed very ſharp ; then they laid his body , being all our of joint , upon 
an iron grate , opened it with iron hooks , ſeared it with fiery plates, 
and then -beſprinkled it with hot burning ſalr: laſtly they drew him , 
and caſt him into a vile dungeon, the floore whereof was thick-ſpread 
with the ſharpeſt ſhels , his feet were faſt lockedin the ſtocks , and ſo lefr 
him without a 1l wordly comfort ; but the Lord his God was with him, 
the holy Spirit of God , whoſe office itis to comfore the afflicted, filled 
his heart with joy unſpeakable ; ſo that he there ended his life with much 
comfort. .. . 

Alſo Procopiue in Paleſtine , after his converſion , brake his Images 
of gold and filver., and diſtributed them amongſt the poor ; where- | 
upon he had all ſorts of torments inflicted on him , racking , cording , 
rearing of his fleth, firing , goring , ſtabbing , and laſtly had his head 
cut oft. 

George, a young man of Cappadocia , ſtoutly inveighing againſt the 
impious Idolatry of the Emperor , was apprehended, torn with hooked 
irons, burnt with hot lime, ſtretched out with cords, after had his hands 
and feet cut off , and laſtly was beheaded. 

Hermogenes the Preſident of Athexs , being converted by beholding 
the patience and conſtancy of two Martyrs in their corments , ſuffered 
himſelf for the ſame faith. | | 

In Port#gall a noble virgin named Eulalia, not much above twelye 
years old , had profers of great marriages made unto her , but ſhe ſeeing 
the f-rious rage of this Perſecution , had a great minde to join her ſelf 
to the number of the Martyrs , for which end ſhe poured out her heart 
in prayer to God for ſtrength and faith to enable her chereunto : ' But 
her godly parents fearing that her ready minde to die for Chriſts cauſe, 


| 
| 
E: 


might make her guilty of her own death, they kept her cloſe at their | 
counery-houſe , a gr-at way from the City; there ſhe lived quietly 
for a while ; butar laſt, deteſting to make ſuch dealy , (hz ſtole ont of 


|her fathers houſe in the night , and travelled all alone through by-' 


waies, with much difficulty and wearinefſe towards the City, | 
cher ſhe camein the morning , and going before the Judge ; ſhe with a 


loud voice ſaid , 7 pray you, What a ſhame is it for you thus wickedly to kill 
mens 


—k 


_ —_— ——_ 


| a The tenth Perſecution. - 77 [4 


ets, 


 — — 


mens ſouls , and to breake their bodies in pieces , to compel! them to deny the} 
omnipotent God © Would you know what I am? I am aChriſtian , and an 
| enemy to your deviliſh ſacrifices , I ſpurn your Idols under my feet , I con: 
\ feſfe God omnipotent with my heart and mouth , &c. Cototherefore thou R. 
( hangman, burne ,cut and mangle theſe myearthly members; thou maiſt eaſily | = 
br:ak a brittle ſubſtance , but thou canit not hart my inward minde by any | 
thing thou canſt doe. The Judge enraged herewith, faid to the hang- | 
man , Take her and pull her out dy the hair of her head to torments , | 
lecher feel the power of our gods, and know what we can do - Burt | Pat 
yer , O ſturdy girl, Iwould fain have thee , before thou dieſt, to revoke on 
j thy wickedneſle - Remember the honourable houſe of which thou art 
| come , and thy friends tears; Wilt thou kill thy felt in the flower of 
thy youth, io near honourable marriages * Doth not the gliſtering 
pomp of the bride-bed moye thee &c, Behold here the engines pre- 
pared for thy death ; either thou thalt be beheaded with the ſword, 
jor torn witn wilde beaſts , or conſumed with fire to aſhes, +. yet 
' this chou mazeſt eſcape if thou wilt ; What greate matter is it for thee, 
' withrhy fingers to pur a little incenſe into che cenſers 7 yer thereby 
/ thou ſhalt be delivered. 

' To this Emlalia anſwered not, being in a great paſſion , but ſpit in | Fulda 
the Tyrants face , and ſpurned abroad the heap of inc.nſe, Where- | 
| upon without further delay , the hangmen with both their ſtrengths q 
puiled our her joints, ſcratched her with the ralons of wilde beaſts to | jc 
the bard bones , the ſinging and praiſing God in the mean time; ſaying, | ety. 

Beh- 14 0 Lord,1 will not forget thee: What a pleaſure « it for them,0 Chriſt, 
| that remember thy triumphant vigories , to atarne to theſe high dignities | 
| &c, Yea, when as out of a warm fountain , her tair and white skin 
| was diſcoloured with the purple bloud that flowea from her rorn 
| members , ſh2 wept not, but chearfully ſang praiſes unto God ; 
|then they gored her mangled body with the iron grate, terribly har- 
{rowed her fleſh , and burned her breſt with flaming torches , then 
ſetting fire to her long hair , which covered her naked body, when it 
: came to her face, the opened her mouth, and ſucked in the fame, and ſo 
| peaceably fleprin the Lord. | 

\ Alſo Agres a young virgin being accuſed for a Chriſtian , was | ;gnes. 

| brought before the Judge , who firſt laboured by flatteries , then by | Tencaion. 
 threatning her with cruell torments , to draw her to the deniall of her 
| faith 3 but ſhe being ſtrengthened by Chriſt , told him that ſhe feared | Courage. 
' not his torments , which ſhe was willing to undergo , yea and death 
it ſelf for Chriſts ſake ; then ſaid the Judge , if it be ſo eafie with thee 
; to undergo torments , yet I know that chou prizeſt thy virginity there- 
' fore it is fully determined, that except thou facrificeſt ro the gods, 
{thou ſhalt be pur into the common Stews. Then did many youths | | 
flock together , craving that Agzes might be expoſed as a prey to there 
| filthy luſts , ro whom ſhe ſaid , Chri#t is not for getfull of thoſe that are | vp 
' his , neither will he leave me deſtitute of his help . nor ſuffer my unſþstred | 
' chaſtity to be dcfiled by you , &C. you Fn willingly bathe your (words in my 
| 3 bloud, 
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blood , but you ſhall not defile my body with filthy Inſt for any thins that you | 
| C47 as. 5 de Judge commanded thar ſhe Wi, be = bed at Ns 
corner of a ſtreet ; whereupon the multitude forrowed , and were 
aſhamed ro ſee ſo ſhameleſle a fight , rurning away their tace, and ſo | 
| | 24 cor departing , but one amongſt the reſt looking upon her in a ſhamelcſle / 
| manner, behold a flame of fire, like a Haſh of lighrining ſtruck our | 
both his cies, and he falling down wallowed in the kennel] dirt, | 
whereupon Agnes ſang praiſes unto God, Then the cruel Tyrant en- | 
raged hereby , commanded the executioner ro draw out his (word, and | 
diſpatch her : She ſeeing a ſturdy ſouldier coming towards her with a | 
"4 naked ſword , rejoyced faying , Th, O this is he that I love , 1 will make 
"”" haſt to meet him; and nolonger Hue my longing deſires, 1 well willing. | 
ly receive the length of his ſword into my breaſt: © cternall father, vouch-./ 
| afe to open the gates of heaven to my ſoul that ſeeketh thee, and fo kneeling 
down, and praying unto Chriſt , the executioner with his bloudy hand, 


finiſhed her hope. 


Fulitta 


| Anexcellent Baſil in oneof his Orations , relates a ſtory of one Fullitta , from 
ſtcry. whom one of the Emperours officers rooke all her goods , lands and 


ſervants , contrary to all equity ; whereupon ſhe complained to the 
Judges, and aday of hearing was appointed , where the ſpoiled wo- 
man lamentably declared her cauſe: But the wicked villain that had 
24 - - | robbed her, ſaidthather Action was of no force , for the was an out- 
| law , for not obſerving the Emperours gods , and that ſhe was a Chri- 
| ſtian : His allegation was allowed , incenſe was prepared for her to 
offer to the gods , which if ſhe refuſed , ſhe ſhould neither have pro- 
reRion nor benefit of the Emperours Laws , nor continue herlife. She 
hearing this , in the mighty ſtrength of God , ſaid , Farewell riches, 
welcome porerty , farewell life , welcome death : All that 1 have were it a 
thouſand times more , would I loſe, rather then ſpeak one wicked word againſt 
God my Creator. 1 yield thee moſt heartythanks , O my God , for this gift 
| 0 grace , that I can contemn and deſpiſe this frail and tranſitory world, e- 
| f Elie the profe ſſion of Chrift above all treaſures : And thenceforth 
Tenaion: | When any queſtion was r—_ her , her anſwer was, 7 am the 
| Conftancy: | ſervant of Feſus Chriſt. Her kindyed and friends earneſtly ſollicited 
| her to change her minde , bur ſhe copftantly refuſed , with deteſtation 
| of their Idolatry, Then did the cruet Judge condemn her to be burnt, 
| which ſentence ſhe embraced joytully- , asa thing moſt ſweet and de- 
le&able ; and ſo ſhe addreſſed her ſelf rotheflames , in countenance , 
geſture and words , declaring thejoy of her heart , coupled with fingy- 
Barbie, | lar conſtancy , and ſoembracing the fire, ſhe ſjyeetly (leptin the Lotd. 
Barbara a noble woman in Thuſcia, after miſerable impriſonment, 
- | ſharpcords, and burning flames put to her {ides, was as laſt beheaded, 


together with many others. ” 
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Magitia"s it r 
| Up Periecuticn. 


"THE ldolatrous Magicians in Perſia, taking counſell together a- 
'gainſt the Chriſtians , accuſed them to Sapozes for keeping corre- 
pondence with, and favoring the Roman Emperour , which was Conſtan- | © 
tinerhe Grear. : J 
The King veing much moved herewith , took occaſion to oppreſs 
chem wirh taxes and tributes , co their utter andoing , and killed there 
Miniſters with the (word. Then he called before him $:»neoz (their | Simeon. 
Biſhop , who remaining conſtant and valiant, he commanded him to The Bron 
{ be led forth ro torment , yer did h- neither ſhrink for fear , nor make | King requiet: |. 
| any humble ſuit tor pardon , which the King being offendedat , requi- | 21m wor 
red him either ro worſhip him after the countrey manner, or elſe he | © 
would deſtroy him and all other Chriſtians in hisland : Bur Simeon, 
neither allured with promiſes , nor terrified with threatnings ,” could be 
induced to the Idolatrous worſhip , for which cauſe he was ſentaway 
to priſon , andas he was going , there was fitting at the Court-gate an | 
Eunuch , an old Tutor ofthe Kings, named Uſthazares, once a Chri- yh 
ſtian, butnow fallen from his profeſſion, who ſeeing Simeon led by , | Hatirer.” * 
roſe up and did him reverence ; Simeoz onthe contrary , rebuked him, | Feb 
crying out againſt him for” reyolting from his profeſſion: Whereupon, Z*l- 
|rhe Eunuch burſt forth into tears , layd afide his coſtly apparell ; and ;_ 
| pur on black mourning weeds, and fitting at the Court-gate weeping; # 
{he ſaid to himſelt, 73/0 is me , with what face hereafter ſhall I look upon God , Recovery after 
| ſecing Simeon diſdaineth with one gentle word to ſalute me ? This beins | fall. 
carried to the Kings ears,he was exceeding angry,and ſending for him, he | 
firſt with gentle words and large promiſes , ſpake him fair, and asked 
him why he menrned 2 Whether there was any thing in his houſe chat 
| was dented him ? 8&c, VVhereunto YſthaFares anſwered, thatrhere was | 4 
nothing in thar earchly houſe that was detained from him: Yea faidhe,O|. —— 
| King , would God any other grief or calamity in the wovld had hap-| | Ez 
| pened tome, rather then this for which I juſtly ſorrow :' For this is my | Repent: nce. 
| grief, that I am alive this day , who ſhould have died long fince-, and| +... ... 
| that I ſee this ſun, which diſlemblingly, to pleaſure you , I have ſeemed 
| co worſhip, tor which Thave deſerved a double death : Firſt for difſem- 
| bling with you ; ſecondly for that thereby I haye denied Chriſt : wirhall | 
| yowing that-he would never hereafter forſake the Creator to worſhip | 
the creature, &c. bo 24601 | 
| +" F#pores was much aſtoniſhed hereat , and doubred- whether to uſe]. 
| him gently or with rigour, but at laſt in his mood; he commanded him} | _ 
; to be beheaded : But as' he was going to execution , he requeſtedan | b 
. Eunuch chat acrended on theKing,'todefire him-for'all the- old and | 
nl darbblg | faich- 
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faithfull ſervice that he had done to his father and him , that he would. 
caule it to be proclamied openly at his death, that he was beheaded, nor 
for any treachery againſtche King or Realm,bur for that he was a Chri- 
ſtian > and would not deny his God ; this the King yietded to, and fo 
it was performed ; and this he deſired, becauſe by his former Apoſtacy 
he dad diſcouraged many Chriſtians,and therefore he ſought by his pro- 
{efſion and example to encourage them to the likedufferings. 

| Simeon in priſon hearing of his death , much rejoyced and praiſed 
God for it, and the very next day , he , wich above an hundred more 
Chriſtians were beheaded likewiſe. There was preſent at their Mar- 


WW ee en er 


tyrdom one Puſices an officer to the King , who beholding an aged 
Miniſter to tremble when he ſaw the othcrs beheaded betore him, laid 
unto him , 0 father! ſhut thine eys for a little moment , and be frong , and 
ſhortly thu ſhallt ſee God ir glory. Hereupon Puſices was apprehended,and 
carried before the King, in whoſe preſence he made a bold confeſſion of 
his faith , for which cauſe they made a hole in his neck, and pulled out 
his tongue backward , and ſo he was put to death, together with one of 
his daughters that was a virgin. 

The year after , when the Chriſtians were met together to celebrate 
the memoriall of Chriſts paſſhon, Sapores ſent forth a cruel Edie, that 
all they ſhould be pur co death that profefled the Name of Chriſt; and | 
this he did at the inſtigation of rhe wi. ked Magicians, whereupon an in- 


| godly virgins ,that by charms and enchantments they had procured her 


| thein, thinking thereby to be freed of her ſickneſs. 


numerable company of Chriſtians , both inCiries and Towns were ſlain 
by the ſword, ſome being ſought for , others offering themſelves will- 
ingly leaſt they ſhould ſeem ro deny Chriſt:In this Perſecution many of 
the Kings own Court and houſhold-ſervants ſuffered Martyrdom ; a- 
mongſt whom was AZades, an Euvuch, whom thc King entirely loved, 
inſo much as he:ring that he was ſlain, he was ſo offended and grieved R 
thac he commanded that thenceforth no more Chriſtians ſhould be flain , 
bur only the Do& rs and Teachers of the Church. | 

About rhis time the Queen fell very fick , upon which occaſion the 
wicked Fews and Magicians accuſed two of Simeons liſters , which were 


—_ 


ſickneſs ro revenge the death of Simeon: This accuſation being beleived, 
they were both condemned , and witha Saw cyt in ſunder by the mid. 
| dle, whoſe quarrers were hung upon ſtakes , the Queen going betwixt 


Then enſued a great Perſecution againſt the Biſhops and Miniſters , 
| who were daily dragged forth co the {laughter z but firſt they cruelly 
ſcourged them , and put them to other great torments, becauſe they 
| wonld not worſhip the Sun. 

Miſerable and almoſt innumerable were the ſlaughters under this 
Sapores , of y—_—_ , Miniſters, Deacons , and other religious men and 
holy virgins , ſothat the Perſians themſelyes reckon up above ſixteen 


thouſand menand women that ſuffered Martyrdom. 
The _ of the miſerable condition of the Chriſtians coming to 
C 


the ears of Conantinethe Great , put the good Emperour into great | 
oO __ heavineſle,. 
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about thar time there came Ambaſladors to him ro Rome, trum Sapo-. | 
res, whom he entertained cuurtcoutly, and granted all their requcts,). | 
and then by them wrote his Letters to Sapores in the behalf of the | 
Chriſtians, whereby he did ſomething mitigare the hear of the Pex. | 


| heavineſs, who ſtudying how to relieve them, it ſo fell our, that 
| faz Perſecution : Yer afterwards it was renewed again: at which time | 


ſuffered Azdas the Biſnop, and Hormiſda a noble mans ſon of grear re- | 
puration amongſt the Perſrays, whom when the King underſtood to be 4 4nd. | 
a Chriſtian, and reſolute in his profeſſion, he condemned him ro keep Fi. | 
his Elephants naked : afterwards the King looking out, and fecins | 
him all ſwart, and tanned with the ſun, he commanded that a ſhirt | 
ſhould be put upon him, and thar he ſhould be brought before him; | 
Then did the King ask him if he would yet deny Chriſt 2 Hormiſda 
hearing this,tare off his ſhirt,and caſt it trom him,ſaying,if you think 
that I will deny my faith for a ſhirt, have here your gitr again. &c. | Corg:ncy, 
| whereupon he was baniſhed the Countrey, | 
| Alſo Suenes, a noble man that had under him one hundred ſcrvants, 
| becauſe he would not deny his Chriſttan Profeſſion, was fo hated by | 
the King, that he made the worſt of his fervants Lord over him ; and | 
over all that he had , and coupled his wite ro him, and made Sexes 
himſelf to ſcrve him. | 
Alſo Benjamin a Deacon was thruſt into priſon, where he was kept | _ . 
two years, but at the length.at the requeſt of the Roman Ambaſſadors, | 77" ; 
he was releaſed, yet afterwards, when contrary to the Kings Com- | 
mandment,he preachedand taught every where the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
he was again apprehended, and miſerably rormented, having twenty 
ſharp reeds thruſt under the nails of his fingers and toes, bur he laugh- 
ing atit,had a ſharper reed thruſt into his yard,with horrible pain,and 
laftly, and a long ragged thorny ſtalk thruſt through his fundament in- 
to his bowels, whereof he died. 


Sacnes. 


Theſe Primitrue Perſecutions are colleFed out of Euſcbius, S$o- 
crates Scholaſt.Evagrius,Nicepho. Theod.the Imperial 

| Hiſtory , and the Magd. Hiſtory. 
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Crae, X VIII. 
T be Perſecution of 1he Church under Julian the 
 Apoſtata, Anno Chriſti, 365: 


| hom was Nephew to Conſtantin the ſonof Confantine, and was by 

him madc Cle, and ſcnt againſt the Germans, where after ſume 
ſmaller vidorics having overcome his enemies ina great and bloody 
battel , he was by his Army made Auguftmw, and attcr (ornftantias 
| [his death,ſfucceeded in the whole Empire,both of the Eaſt and Weſt. 
He was brought up inthe Chriſtian Religion,and was endowed with 
excellent parts ; but when be came to tne Empire, he Apoſtatized 
from his former protcſſion, and rurncd Heathen, and became a deadly | 
enemy to the Church of Chriſt, and a great perſccutor of it. 

The firſt thing that he did,was to open the Idol Temples ; ſhut up 
by his Predeceffors, and go ſuffer the Gentiles ro commit their ſuper- 
ſirious Idolatries, and publickly to adure their Idols : Then his next 
deſign was to ſupplant the true Chriſtian Religion , being induced 
thercto by the devil and his own wickedneſs : And the better to effe&t 
the ſame,he practiſed a means never before uſed by any, which was | 
to ſhew himſelf piritull, and not cruel z perceiving-that by means of 
the rorments inflicted on the Martyrs, the holy Chriſtian Faith was 
reatly increaſed; and therefore he took a contrary courſe, and fought 
dy gifts,favours, flatteries, and by beſtowing offices and — to 
draw them to renounce the Chriſtian Faith , and to ſacrifice to falſe 
gods,and by this means there were not a few, who being covetous and 
ambitious, deſiring to be rich and honoured, fell from their Chriſtian 
profeſſion. | 
Then did he make Laws and general Decrees, that no Chriſtian 
ſhould be Maſter of any Arts or Sciences, neither ſhould ſtudy inany 
Schools, that ſo throughthe defire of Learning they might turn 1do- 
laters, or elſe they ſhould remain inven and Mibrace, and ſobe in- 
ſufficientto preach the Chriſtian faith. | | 
Healſo ordained that no Chriſtian ſhould have any charge, or hold | 
any office of Juſtice, neither ſhould be a Captain in the Wars, nor | 
enjoy any other dignity. Thus he uſed all the inventions that poſſibly | 
he could deviſe,to make War agaiplt Jeſus Chriſt, without ſhedding | 
any Chriſtian blood, thatſo he might take the Crown from the holy 
rs, which they formerly obtained by the perſecution of the 
ſword : and indeed this was the == and moſt dangerous Perſecu- 
tion that ever the Church endured. 

Amongſt other of his ſubcill deviſes ro bring Chriſtianity into con- | 
tempt, this was one z He entertained about him many witty,but wick- 
ed perſons,who made it their bufineſs to ſcoff ar,and deride the Chri- 
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ſtians with all manner of baſe jears ; and thoſe which excelled moſt 
| In thts wicked practile, he moſt loved and honoured, adyancing them 
to offices,boti 1n his Court and Army. | 

During his ſhort reign,though him 


far orherwile ; eſpecially in Paleftize, where they burnt many Chri- 
ſtians alive, orhers rhey ſtripped naked, and rying cords. to their feet, 
dragged them up and down the paved ftreets, till their fleſh was torn 
{from tncir bones 3 Upon others they poured ſcalding warer : Some 
they ſtoned, or beat our their brains with clubs : and: having thus 
| murthered them, they burnt rheir bodies, and then took their bones, 
|and mingled them with rhe bones of Camels and Aſſes , that they 
' might not be known for mens bones. | 
The Chriſtians in Alexandria were moſt cruclly uſed by the Eth- 
nicks, or Pagays:Some were {lain with the ſword, ſome were faſtned. to 
the Croſs, tome brained, ſome ſtoned; and ſuch was their rage againſt 
Chrittianiry , that one brother ſpared not another , nor parents their 
children,nor children their parents, | 
Emilianus was burned in Thracia. 
Theodorus tor ſinging a Pſalm atthe removing of the budy of Babilas, 
being apprehended, was examined with exquiſite torments; and fo 
ctuelly excruciated from morning till almoſt noon, that hardly he 
eſcaped with life, and being afterwards asked by his friends how he 
could endure ſuch extream torments, he ſaid, that at firſt he felt ſome 
pain, bur afterwards there ſtood by him a young man, who as he was 
| {ſweating with the pain, wiped away his ſweat, and oft-rimes ſo re- 
\frethed him with cold water , wherewich he was fo delighted, that | 
__ he.was let down from the Engine it grieved him! more then 
; betore. -k 
| Artemius alſo, a Captain of the Egyptian ſouldiers, was beheaded 
for his Religion,though other cauſcs were pretended. Two Chriſtian 
'brethren were dragged through the ſtrects,and murthered by the Ido- 
; latrous people of Gaza. | ; 
' But the cruelty ot the wicked Arethuſiazs exceeded againſt the 
Fore Miniſters and Virgins, whom they fer forth naked before 
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the multitude to be ſcorned by them. Then did they cover themwith 
' hogs-mear , and ripping up their bellies , pur barly into them, and 
| a cauſcd rhcir bowels and flcſh to be devoured by their hungry 
t LWINC, + | 
' Theircrvelty moſtraged againſt Aarcus Arethuſiws, the Chriſtian 
- Bithop of that City; who formerly, by the command of Corſtantine , 
| had pulled down their Idol-Temple,and ſet up a Church for the Chri- 
{tians inthe room thereof ; The Arethuſians knowing how Julian hated 
; him, accufed him as a Traitor and enemy to the Emperour : Where- 
upon at firſt he prepared himfelf to fly, but when he perceived that 
' ſome of his friends were apprehended in his ſtead, he retarned, and 


Domiti:s was {lain in his-cave. | 


1 


| 


F ſelf put none to death ;as is be- 
fore ſpecified ; yer the neathen Idolarers, in ſundry places,ptocceded | 
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VV hom when they had gotten, neither pitying his old age, nor reve- | 
repcing his holy and blameleſs Converſation, they ſtript him naked ; 
"hd pirifully beat him ; then ghey caſt him intoa toul,filthy ſink :then 
they cauſed Botcs ro thruſt him in with iharp ſticks ro augment his 
| paw; Laſtly, They pur him into a basker; anointed him with hony and 


waſps and flies to teed upon ; and this they did to enforce him, either | 
to build up their Idol-Temple again,or ro give them money to pay for 
the doing of it, bur he ſtoutly retuſing both ; they profered ro torgive 
one half, if he would paythe other ; which he {till refuſing,and con- 
remning all their rorments, they ar laſt demanded of him bur a ſmall 
ſumpot money, bur he anſwered, Ut 7s as great wickedneſs to' confer 
oze balf-penny in caſe of impiety, as if a mas ſhould gite the whole. | 


Ways. | 


broken in pieces the Images of rhe Gentiles, they took him, ript up 
his belly,drew the liver our of his body, which with barbarous iniu- 
manity they chawed with their teeth : But the Lord ſuffered nor this 
brutithneſs ra go wnpunithed, for their tcerth ſhortly after fell out of 
their jaw-bones, and thcir tongues rotted in their mouths; and they 


fell ftark blind. | 


! Maris L old ly | 
{ reproveth Fu- | 
lian. 


| Blaſphemy. 
Ji 


Deyjliſh ſub- 
rilty. 
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chedral Church to the Goddeſs Fortuze z about which time Maris, 
Biſhop of Chalcedon in Bythinia, being blind,cauſcd himſelt ro be led 

tothe Emp<rour, whom he rebuked ſharply, calling him an impious 

perſon, an Apoſtare, and an Atheiſt ; he on thecontrary called the 

Biſhop, Blind fool, ſaying further, Thy Godof Galilee will not reſtore 

thee thy ſight again | Maris replied, 1 thazk God which mage me LUizd, left 

that ever 1 ſhould ſet mine eies upon fo ungracious a face as thine ts. 


amongſt the Images of the heathen gods, tothe end that whoſoever 
ſhould do civil reverence to his Image,might alſo ſeem to worſhipthe 


might ſcem to refuſe due reverence to the Emperour, When he di- 
| tributed gold to his Captains and ſouldiers, he ere&ted an Altar near 
to his Throne,with coals burning 
| none might receive the gold before he. had caſt incenſe on the coals up- 

| on the Altar,by which ſubrilty he circumvented many, who diſcerned 
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broth, and {o hung him abroad inthe heat of the ſun, to be mear for | 


Whercupon, deſpairing to prevail , they lctt him, and went thcir 


Alſo Cyril, a Deacon in Hieropolis, who in Conſtantrnes time had 


Falign when he came to (onſtantinople, offered ſacrifice inthe Ca- 


Inthe Markct-places of the Cities, Juliaz ſct up his own Image, 


ods of the Gentiles ; and that they who would not bow to the Idols , 
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upon it,and incenſe on a Table by,8& 


net his purpole to intangle them with the rites of Idolatrous ſervices, 
All about eAattoch he dedicated all the fountains to the goddeſſes 
of the Gentiles, and cauſed all the Vicuals'that were fold in the 
Marker to be ſprinkled with heatheniſh holy water: yerdid the Chri-/ 
ſtians without ſcruple drink of the water,andeat of the meat accord- 
ing to that: rule, whatſoever 5 ſold 51 the ſhambles, that eat, and ask no 
queit ion for-conſcrence ſake 8c. 
Fuventineand Maxentins, wo 


brave Caprains, uſed much boldneſs 
and 


— — — 
Let. 
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ander Julian the Apoſtata. oy 


enraged himthat he cauſcd them to be pur todeath. P) 

In Ceſarea, the Inhabitants being moſt Chriſtians, had formerly 
\ overthrown the Temples of Fupiter and Apollo ; and now in Fulians 
| rime, they overthrew the Temple of Fortane, which ſo enraged him , 
char he disfranchifed them, exa@ted of "them three hundred p-unds 
| weightof gold, and compelledtheir Clergy to ſerve.in War-fare, 
chreatning turther to pur ro death all the Inhabirants thereof ar lis 
return ; but it pleaſed God that his own death prevented it. | 

About this time, Ful:az going to enquire of the Oracle of Apollo 
ar Delphos , there came down fire from heaven,” and deſtroyed the 
Temple, and beatthe Image of Apollo in'picces; like to the finatleſt 
powder or Galt, | | HW; IM 

When he came to Artioch, rhere was a noble woman,called Pub1:a, 

who had the Education and government of divers young virgins,theſe 
ſhe cauſed, as Fulian paſſed by her houſe, to ſing with a loud: voice , 
The Idols of the heathen are ſilver and gold, the works of mens hands, &c. 
This ſo angred the Emperour, that he ſent them a command to ſing 
no more as he went that way ; but Pu41ia was fo farfroimm fearing him, 
that the next time he came, ſhe made them ſing the ſame verſe, and 
to add to it, Let God ariſe, and his exemees ſhall be ſcattered, &c, 
This ſo incenſed Ful:az, that he ſent for her to him, ſcoffed at her, 
and cauſed her to be clapt on the cheeks in a diſgracetull manner ; 
bur ſhe looked upon it as a great honour thus to ſuffer reproach for 
Chriſts ſake ; and coming home, ſhe cauſed her maids ſtill co ſing 
Pſalms of the Emperours fury and madneſs. 
| Afterwards the Emperour intending to war againſt the Perſtaps , | 
ſer a great fine upon every ones head that would not ſacrifice to the | 
Idols, whereby he much enriched himſelf by the ſpoil of the 
Chriſtians, 
Then were falſe Accuſations forged againſt Athanaſizs , ſo that he 
{was forced to fliczyer he thus comforted himſelf and friends, Nateculs 
| eft, cito pertranſebit, This perſecution is but a little cloud,and will ſoon 
paſs away. : 

In his flight, he took a ſhip upon the river Nzlus to fly to Thehars, bur 
| Fulian ſent an Earl aſter him, tobring him back again, who purſuing 
him with ſails and ores, bad almoſt overtaken his ſhip,whereupon 
the Marriners would have run her aſhore, and fled into a wilderneſs 
that was hard by, to whom Athanaſius ſaid, 2uid turbamint filit? quiz 


z0s defeudit, quam qui perſequitur : My ſons, why are you thus at- 
frigheed> Lerus rather turn and meet our purſucr,that he may know, 
that he is greater which'defends us, then he that follows to apprehend 
us; Hereupon the Marriners turned back again, andthe Earl* ſiippo- 
ſing nothing leſs then that Athanafias was in the ſhip that cane ro- 
| wards him) he'only called rothem, and eriquired whether they had 


| and liberty in reproving him for his heatheniſh ſuperſtirion , which ſo} 


| 


| 72. 0ccurſum eamts perſecutort noſtro, ut intelligat, quia longe major eſt qut | 


Tage, 


broken with 
lightning, 


303 


Chriſtians 
fined. 


Athanaſius dri- 
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Courage, 


vidence. 


: not heard of Athanaſius2they anſwered, thar they had ſeen Athanaſius a | 
M 3 


lirtle 
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Blaſphemy. 


Courage. 
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| But whar the iſſue of that exepdition was, See iz my ſecoud part, in the 


little before ; Wwhercypon he haſtned forward to overtake him, and | 
Athanaſius in his ſhip rettrned back privatcly into Alexandria, where | 
he lay hid cill chat perſccution was over. .._ 

. Ful:ans Officers in exacting the fincs of the Chriſtians, demanded 
more then they were aſſeſſed ar, and ſometimes rormented their bo- 
dics alſo, of which wrongs when they complained ro the Emperour ; 
he ſcoffingly: anſwered them, 1:5 5oun part, when you are injured, to take 
it patiently, for ſo your God commandeth you.”  _ 
Ar Meris in” Phrygia, the Governor Commanded the Idol-Temple 
to be ſct openand cleanſcd,and began himſelf ro worſhip the: Idols - 
Whereupou ſome Chriſtians, inflamed with zeal, in the nigh time, 
brake into the Temple, threw down the Idols, and ſtamped them ro 
powder. The Governour being wonderfully incenſed herewith , 

urpoſed to execute ſome Chrittian Citizens which- were innocent 
and guiltleſs ; whereupon the Authors of their own accord, preſented 
themſelves beforehim; chuſing rather todie for the truth, then thar 
others ſhould ſuffer for their ſakes; Thereupon the Governor com- 
manded then to ſacrifice to rthe'Idols, or elſe hewould ſeverely pu- 
iſh chembut Qeyplexring ie nought his threats, prepared hoes 
ro ſuffer what he could inflict ; Then did he aſſay them with all kinds 
of rorments, and at laſt laid chem on the grid-iron, and broiled them 
ro death, ro whom they faid, If thou lone, O Tyrant, for broiled meat , 
turnup the other fide,leſt in eating, the Llood run about thy teeth, | 
When Ful:an went againſt the Perſzazs, of very malice and hatred | 
a5ainſt che Chriſtians, whom ſcornfully he called Galileans, he made | 
a vow, that if he obtained the victory, he would ſacrifice ro his gods 
the blood of thoſe Chriſtians which would nor ſacrifice to the Idols : 


Life of Jovianus. 


Collefied out of the tmperial Hiftory,and Socrates Scholaſticus, 
Theodor.azd the Mazd.Hiſt,Cent.4. 
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T be Perſecution of the Church under the Ani 
Herenichs,which began, An. Chriſti, 339. 


{ Bramyres the Great,dying,divided his Empire amongſt his three | 
ſans, Conftantius, Coptans and Conftantine. Conſtantius that go-| 
verned the Eaſt, was ſeduced by an Arriaz Presbyter, who had been 
in his fathers Court, with his Aunt Conſtantia ;, So pernicious a thing it 
is to have deceitfull Hereticks lurking 1n Princes Courts, and Ladzes 
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This Presbyter complained to (onFRarntim that the Return of Atha- | 
_ | naſjwtrom baniſhment was very dangerous to the peace of the Com- 
| mon-wealth: Yea, he ſo far incenſed the Emperour againſt him , tizar 
\ he ſent a Caprain with five thouſand armed men to {ſay him z but the 
Lord delivered him miraculouſly out of their hands , for the armed 
| ſouldiers being placed round about the Church where he was, he 
| went ſafely through the midſt of chem undiſcerned, though many Ar- 
r:ans were preſent on purpoſe to point him out to the ſonldiers, as a 
ſhcep ordained for the (laughter. | 
Bur neither in baniſhment could he enjoy peace and ſafety, for this 
eArrian Emperotir ſent to all the officers in his Army to fearch him our, 
whereſocver he was , propoſing a great Reward to thoſe thar conld 
bring Athanaſius to him, either alive or dead ;z wherenpon he was tor- 
ced to hide himfelf ina deep pit,where he lay fix years never ſo much 
as ſeeing the lighr of the Sun, till ar laft a Maid that uſcd to carry 
him his food, was corrupred by thoſe which ſought for him,ro berray 
| him to them; bur ir pleaſed God by his Spirit to reveal to him his 
danger, whereby he eſcaped little before they came to apprehend 
Im. 


| 


; 


| 
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Afterwards Conſtazs forced his brother Conftantrus , though much. 


againſt his will, to reſtore eAthanaſivs to his Church at Alex anayra : | 


| 


But after the death of that good Emperour Corjtars, —_— drave 
him into baniſhment again ; yet the Lord ſtirred up a godly womanro 
hide him in her houſe, ill the dearth of Conftantim. 


placed, who alſo was furniſhed with armed ſouldiers to affiſt him-in 
his devilliſh devices. Thereupon he cauſed a great fire ro be made, | 
{rook many Chriſtian Virgins, cauſed them to be ſtripped naked , re- 
quiring them to renounce their faith, or elſe they ſhould be burned : 
but when the ſight of the fire could notterrifie them , he cauſed their 
faces tobe ſo daſhed with ſtrokes, thar their countenances were diſ- 
figured ; yet like patient ſouldiers of Chriſt the 
rebuke for his names ſake. 

Thirty Biſhops, of Egppt and Ly4ia, were ſlain in the fury of this 
Arrian Perſecution. Fourteen Bithops were baniſhed, whereof ſome 
of them died inthe way, thereſt inexile. Forty 
ans in Alexazaria were ſcourged with rods, becauſe they wonld nor 
communicate with the Arran Biſhop George, and ſo pitioufly handled, 
that ſome pieces of the rods were ſo deeply fixed intheir fleſh, that 


— 


wounded bodies, died. 
The like cruelty did the Arrians excrcile in Conftantizople. Paul the 


good Biſhop was baniſhed to Cucuſus, where he was fitangled bythe | 


uſed no lefs cruelty in forcing men to communicate with him,thenwas' 
uſed formerly to force them to ſacrifice to Idols. | 


In Alexandria inthe room of Athanaſiue,was George att Arrian Biſhop | 


y endured all kind of | 
Orthodox Chtifti- | 
they could not be drawn out, and many through exceſſive pain of their | 


eArrians, Macedonius a notable heretick was placed in his room, who | * 


He is reſtored \ 
for a time, and | . 


again baniſhed. 


Chriſtian vir- 
gins ſhame- 
tully abuſed, 
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The Perſecution of the Church | 
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an.Chriſti 364 - 
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eſtabliſh their Errors. Burt not long after the Empcror dicd, {orrowin 
much thathe had changed the form of the Niceze taith. | 

After the death of Fouran, Paleatinian fucceuded in the: Empire | 
who aſſociated to himſclf his brother ralezs, and made him Empc- | 
ror of the Eaſt. "This Falezs was an Arriap, and raited up a crucl 
Perſecution againſt the Orthodox : Concerning whicl Greg. Nazian- | 
zez in his Oration of the praife-of Baſil, thus wriceth , 2,{urrexit re- 
pente nebula grandine plena, & pernicioſe ſtridei:s, que om-es E ecleſias in 
qua 1mciait, contriuvit, poſtrauit, Chril ;C ultor., parite7 & 0 { 07, FT poſt 
perſecutorem perſecutor fuit, &* poſt Apoltatam, non quidem -A poſtata , led 
aithilo tamen meliorem ſe Chriſtians preaters : (1 brit zomen pre ſe ferens . 
Chriftum mentietatur. Miletius Biſhop of eA,ticch he baniſhed to A; - 
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menia. Euſebius Biſhop of Sameſata, to Thrace, Pelagins Piſhop of Lao- 
dicea,to eArabias OM 

He was excecdingly filled with wrath againſt the Biſhops aſſembled 
in the Counſel of Lampſacum, becauſe they adhered to: the N1ceze 
faith. In Corſtantizople he baniſhed all che Orthodox. In Eilja, he 
commanded them all to be {lainas they were aſſembled rogcther in 
the Church. The Licutcnant that had received this charge from him, 
being more mercitull then his Maſter, gave private notice to the Chri- 
ſtians, that they ſhould not aſſemble ar that rime;but they,neither re- | 


garding his advice , nor fearing his threats, flocked to the Church in 
great companies : and whilſt the Lieutenant, with many armed foul- 

diers, haſted thitherward to fulfill the Emperors command, a wo- 

manleading a child in her hand,all in haſte, brake the ranks,and thruſt 

into the armed troops ; the Lieutcnant being moved therewith,called 

rhe woman before him, ſaying, Thou fond and unfortunate woman, wh; - 

ther runneſt thou ſo raſhly > Thither (ſaid ſane ) hither others haſten ; 

Haſt thou not heard (ſaid he ) that the Lieutenant will lay as many as be 

finds there? Theard it (ſaid ſhe) and therefore I make the more haſle' to | 
the place. But whether ( ſaid he ) leadeft thos this child 2 That be alſo 

(ſaidſhe ) may be accounted in the zumber of Martyrs, Hereupon the 

Lieutenant returned back tothe Emperor, and told himthat all the 

Chriſtians from the higheſt to the loweſt prepared themſelves to dic 

in the defence of their taith, and withal he ſhewed him what a rath | 
thing it was to murder ſo great a multitude, &c. and fo with his rea - 

ſons perſwaded the Emperour, that he appcaſed his wrath,aad pre- 

vented the miſchief atrthat time. 

In Conftantizople the Arrians, favoured by the Emperor, crowed | 
inſolently over the Chriſtians, they ſcourged , reviled, impriſoned , | 
amerced, and laid upon them all the intollerable burthens they could | 
deviſe. Hereupon eighty godly Miniſters, in the name of all the reſt : 
addreſſed rhemfelves tothe Emperour , complaning of the our-rages' 
that were done to them, craving ſome relief : Bur this cruel Tyrant: 
commanded Modeſty the General of his Army, to embark them all | 
ina ſhip, as if he would have ſent them into baniſhment, bur ſecretly | 


_ he gavedircRtion to the Marriners, to ſet the ſhip on fire, and to retire 


themſelves 


had 
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| | by the Donatiſts. | 3g | 


themſclves into a boat , and ſo theſe holy Martyrs olorificd the Name: 
of Carift, by patient ſuffering of a double death , buraing and| 
drown!ne. 

In all che Eaſtern parts he tormented many with ſundry ſorts of 


rievous torments, put many to death, drowned many in the fca, and "_ of he- 
reticig, 


n rivers, 

Abour this time he c——— Necromancers , to know who 
ſhould ſucceed him 1n the Emplre : Tae devil anſwered ambiguouſly, 
chat his name ſhould begin with Th. Whercupon he pur to death as 
many as were called Theodorus,Theodotus,Theadoſfius or Theodulus. 
| Athanaſius being dead at Alexandria. there ſucceeded him a god- 
ly and holy man, named Peter, bur the Emperour preſently ſent ſoul- 
diers, which clapt himin priſon, and tlic reſt of the Miniſters were 
| baniſhed, ſome to one place, ſome to another, | 
| After this he ſent forth an Ediafor the pcrſccuting of all the Or- | C:ucliy, 
thodox in Ezypt : Whercupon many were ſtripr ot thcir raiment , 
ſcourged,fertcred in priſons, cruſhed in pieces with ſtones,beiicaded, 
driven into deſcrts. where they wandred in ſheeps-«kins and goats- 
Skins, deſttute of aid and ſuccour;Many hid themſclves in mountains, | ' 
in dens, caves and hollow rocks. | | 

Terentins and Trajan, rwo worthy Captains, uſed ſome liberty in , The Bayerour | 
admoniſhing the Emperour to abſtain trom perſccuting of the innv= refuled adme- | 
cent; but tlic Lord was minded to deſtroy him,and theretore he could 
reccive no wholcſume admonition ; For many of the Goths, whom he 
entertained as ſouldicrs toafſiſt him againſt his enemies, turned 
againſt himſelf, ſothat he fled, and wasovertaken ina village,which | Gods judge- 
the Goths ſet on fire whereby he died nuſerably, leaving none to ſuc- | menc «D perſe- 
ceed him, and hisname a curſe and execration to all ages. a 
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1 be Perſecution by the Donatilts. 


A Bout the year of our Lord 410. there ſprans up in Afr:ck the Do- 

zatifis and Circumcellions, who fitlt made a great Schifm in tie 
Church,and atrerwards raiſed up a great perſecution againſt the Or- 
thodox : concerning which, St A»ft;ze complains in tundry places; 
And 1n his 50.Epiſtle ro Earl Boziface,hethus writes of it,1z hoc labore 
mult; Catholici, & maxime Epiſcopr, & Clerict horrenda & dura per- 
pes: ſunt , que commemorare longum et, &c, In this diſturbance, the 
Orthodox, eſpecially the Biſhops and Miniſters, ſuffered hard and 
horrible things, the particulars whercof are long to recite z for ſome 
of them had their cics pur out : Some Bithops had their hands and | 
rotigues cut off , and fome were ſlainout-right. To ſpcak _— of 
the cruel {laughter of others that were ſound and fincerc : of the plun- 
dering oftheir houſes, of the out-ragious burning, not only of their 
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| private habitarions, bur of their Churches alſozyca.fo vile and violcnt 

Profane Schif. | WELE rhey,thar they ſticked not to burn the ſacred Scriptures, 

maticks, |. Optatus in his ſecond book rells us, that when Fuliaz the Apoftate 
came to the Empire, the Dozatzsts preterred a petition to him,where- 
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be ro the Catholick Church, cafily aflcnred to their petition, and ſo 


Turbulent 
Schiſmaticks, | 


[ 


niſters, of whom, ſome they thruſt our of their Churches, others 
they flew* 

| Some of their chicf Biſhops, taking armed ſouldiers with them , 

went to the Caſtle of Lemella, where finding theChurch ſhut acainſt 


roof, aud fo having broken into it hey ſet upon ſome Deacons , 
whom they found there, wounded fome, and {lew two of them out- | 
right. In all places where they came,they profancd all holy things; 
The Sacramentall bread they threw to their dogs ; but behold the juſt | 
judgement of God againſt theſe profane {chiſmaticks ; thoſe very dogs | 


Proſuve Schif- | ſhortly after running mad, fell upon their own Maſters, and tore them | 
maIrcl o b4 PEP - | 
Gods Judge- | 1N PIECES. | | | 
mene on chem. | - Virgins they defloured,and wives they defiled. So uſual a thing it 


o__ (cul | 75 for thoſe which adulterare the holy truths of God, to be givenover 
| to corporal uncleanneſs.' 


would not ſuffer the Orthodox to preach the truth againſt their Er- | 
rors : By their violent aſſaults, rhieveries, rapincs, burnings and mur- 


thers,they deſtroyed many, and afrighted all, &c. 
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T be Perſecution of the Church in Aﬀrick , by the 
| Arrian Vandals, which began Anno Chriſti , 


| 427: 


| | 
F HE cruel Yardals,paſſing out of Sparz into Africk,under Gexſerick 
FS their Caprain,finding the Province peaceable and quiet,ſet upon 
the flouriſhingeſt-part of the land, waſting and deſtroying all before 
chem 'with fire and ſword, not ſparing 1o. much as the ibrubs and 
buſhes which bare fruic, leſt they ſhould miniſter relict to thoſe poor | 
Chriſtians which hid themſelves in dens , 1n mountains, and ficep 
cliffs : But eſpecially they raged againſt the Churches and Temples | 
| _— of 


Profane Here- 
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them,they commanded their attendance to get uponir, to uncover the | 


Theſe furious perſons diſperſed themſelves all over. «Atrick, and | 


| inthey deſired leave to return to their places in Aj7ic,trom whence + 
formerly they had bcen baniſhed. jul:az knowing what turious and | 
turbulent ſpirits they were of, and how prejudicial their Return would 
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they returned full fraught with malice and revenge , and preſently | 
imployed all their abilities, partly by ſubtt]ry to fecuce the common | 
people, partly by violence to oppreſs rhe* Orthodox Biſhops and Mi- | 


by the Arrian Vandals. 
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of the Saints , burning all them to che ground , and where they 
found any ot them ſhut rhey brake them open with their Maces.' The 
' Biſhops and Miniſters they deſtroyed eſpecially, with many kinds of 
rorments, ſceking by rortures to torce them ro deliver up whatſoever 
gold and {ilvcr they had of their own,or belonging tothe Churchzand 
| where chey gat any, they ſtill rormented them afreſh, ro inforce them 


— . —— —_——— 
—— — 


ro conteſs more. | 
Tne mouths of ſome they, wreſted open with iron, thruſting into | 
[them ſtinking mire and dirt : Some they tormented by wreſting their | 
| fore-heads and legs with bow-ſtrings , till they crackt again ;; Into | 
; the mouths of others they poured ſea-water, vinegar, witi the dregs of 
| oy] and greaſe; and neither weakneſs of ſex, nor reſpe& of nobility , 
nor reverence of their Miniſtry;micigared their cruel minds; yea, their 
{fury molt abounded where there appeared any dignity or worthineſs. 


Many of the Miniſters and Nobles they loaded with mighty bur- 
thens, as if they had been Camels or Horſes, and made them carry 
them after them z and it they went flowly, they haſted them with iron 
pricks and goads, ſo that ſome of them under their burthens , gave up 
the ghoſt. Reverend gray hairs found no priviledge of Mercy; guiltle(s 
Intanes tclt their barbarous rage , whom they daſhed againſt the 
groun«|, violcentiy pulling lictle ones from their mothers breaſts ro 
braia r!;cm ; of others, by wide ſtretching of their tender legs, they 
tore them tn pieces, from the fundament ; the ſtately buildings rhey 
burnt down, and levelled with the carth : The chief Churches in 
i Carthage tiicy imployed to their own heretical worſhip. Where any 
ſtrong Caſtles were held againſt them, they brought multitudes of 
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' loaden with 
| burchens, 


Chriſtians, {lew them, and left their bodies lying about the Caſtles , | 
| that by the ſtench thereof they might force them to ſurrender. 
| Who canexpreſs rhenumber of Miniſters that were by them tor- 
{tured ! Pampinian the Biſhop of Marſuetus was tortured with burning 
_ of ironall over his body. The Biſhop of #r:ce was burnt to 
(death. 
Then did they alſo befiege the City of Hippo, where St. Auguſtize 
| was, who before that time had compiled rwo hundred thirty two 
Books, Epiſtles innumerable beſides his Expoſitions on the pſalms and 
Goſpels,and his Homilies to the people. See more of this in my firſt part 
of Irves 17 the life of St. Auſtine. 
When they had taken the Regal City of Carthage, - enſlaved 
the Citizens and Senators, publiſhing a decree thar they ſhould pre- 
ſently bring forth whatſoever gold, filver, precious ſtones, or rich ap- 
nes frogs poſſeſſed, and thereby diſpoiled them of all in one day ; 
Then did they rakethe Biſhop and all the Miniſters of that City, and 
thruſt them naked into weather broken-ſhips, and ſo baniſhed them, 
whom yet the Lord of his great Mercy direQed,and brought in ſafe- 
ty to the City of Naples. The Senators and Nobles they firft baniſhed 
rom the City. and thendrave them beyond-ſea. The dead bodies of 


vidence, 


' the Chriſtians they would not ſuffer to be buried bar in che nighr,and | 


without any ſolemnity. N 2 The 
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| The Biſhops and Miniſters through all the Province, being di poll. | 


| trey, how then dare you prefer ſuch a requeſt ? and withal, he would ar 
{ that inſtant have drowned them all in the ſea, but tha the importuni- 
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ed of all their ſubſtance, and rurncd our of their Churcties,aſſembled | 
together, and preſerited a petition roGepſerick,that they might at leaft * 
in privare,be {uffered to inſtruct their people to whom he proudly an- | 
ſwered, have decreed that none of your profeſs10n ſhall remaiz 1n the coun- 


| ry of ſome about him, ſtopt him. 
There was alſo a noble Earl ,called SetaRay, a man of great wil- 
dom and courage, whom Ggezſerice much tcared, and therefore ſought | 


— 
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{ eccaſionto put him to death: which that he might the better effe&,he | 


moved him to be re-baprized by one of his Pricſts,and to turn Array: | 
Noe Earl therefore requeſted him to call tur a fine mancher, which 

being done, he ſaid, This loaf, that it might be fire and white, hath Leen 
toulred from the bran, moiſtened with liquor, and baked : Lut if you now 
cauſe it to be broken 11 preces, ſteeped 1n water, kneaded and baked again, if 
it come ont better, Twill do as you would have me. Gerſerick underſtand- | 
ing his meaning,could nottell what to anſwer for the preſent, yet af- | 
terwards he cauſed him to be pur to death, 

If any Miniſter in his Sermon occaſionally did but mention Pharaob , 
Nebuchadrezzer, Herod, &c , preſently it was laid to his charge that 
he meant it by the King, and thereupon he was baniſhed, 

Yet notwithſtanding all this cruelty , the people of God ſtood faſt 
in. their holy profeſſion, and rather increaſed then otherwiſe. | 
... Afterwards atthe requelt of Yalentizzan the Emperour , Geyſerick 
ſuffered the Orthodox in Carthage to chooſe them a Biſhop , which 
they did ; and not long atter Gezſerick with his Vandals took the fa- 
mous City of Rome, carrying away with him, not vnly all the treaſure 
that of along time had been ſtored up there, but many of the people 
al{o;who, when they were brought into Afric, were ſhared berween 
the Vardals and the Moors, fo that husbands were ſeparated trom their 
wives, parents from their children ; which this godly Biſhop hearing 
of, he cauſed all the gold and filver veſſels belonging xo the Church, 
to be ſold for their Redemption, that ſo married perſons, and parents, 
andchildren might enjoy the comfort of their relations : Thenalfo 
did he provide Rod and lodging for them, and night'and day went 
amoneſt them himſelf, to ſee. how they did,to miniſter to their wants, 
and comfort them ; Bur this procured him ſuch hatred amongſt the 
eArriazs, that they ſought to ſlay him ; but rhe Lord about this time 
took him to himſelf, whereby he eſcaped their malice. | 

One of the Gezſericks Colonels, having ſome Chriſtian ſlaves, and a 
beautifull and a godly Virginamongſt them, he took occaſion to vex 
chem with fetters and torments, thereby to force them to re-baptiza- 
tion, which they conſtantly refuſing, he cauſed them to be ſtripped , | 
and beaten with ragged cudgels till their fleſh was torn in pieces, &c. 
At laſt they werebaniſhed to Capſur,an heathen Kingdom of theAroors, | 
where it: pleaſed God ſo to bleſs their labours , that many of them: 

were 
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by the Arrian Vandals. Tas | 


*| were converted , and ſending for an Orthodox Miniſter , were' Moors conver- 
baptized. | | | | red, 
* This coming to Gezſericks ears, he commanded theſe ſcrvants of Crodbyal He- 
God tobe drawnat a Chariots tail thorow thickets of thorns,rtill they | recicks. 
were torn in pieces, and theſe newly converted 24oors,he cauſed their 
naked bodics to be haled backwards and torwards,thorow buſhes and 

{ brambles, and others of them tobe tied ro wild beaſts, and ſo to be | 
rent in ſunder ; the poor Chriſtians ſaying thus cach ro other,O 4rother 
pray for me, God hath fulfilled our deſire, O this is the way to the kingdom 
of heaven. 

F Gepſerick further raging againſt the Orthodox, ſent one Proculas in- 

| tothe ZeugianProvince, to diſpoil all rhe Churches of their Orna- | 

| ments, and the Miniſters of their books, that thereby they might be 

| diſabled to holy ſervices z which command was execured with all 

rigour : and whereas the Biſhopot Habezſa refuſed to deliver them| 5, po 

up, he was expelled the City, and all men at great penalty were for-| zatenſa, * 

| bidden to harbour him, ſo that, being above eighty years old, he lay| 
naked for a long time,under the open skie, | | 

| About Eaſtcr, whenthe Chriſtians were met together in a Church, | 

to celebrate the remembrance of Chriſts Reſurrection, the eArriaxs 


who with their naked ſwords flew many : The Miniſter that was | c4,;a7ns 
preaching, they ſhot through the throat with an arrow : and ſuch of  murttered ara 
them as eſcaped death, were by the command of the King , executed | Sermon. 
by ſundry kinds of torments. | 
Inother places, when the Chriſtians were adminiſtring the Sacra- 
ment, the Hereticks ruſhed in amongſt them, taking che bread and | _ 
| wine, and trampling them under their profane feet. 5 211 faneſs. 
| Then did Geyxſer:ic& command , thatnone but eArriaxs ſhould bear 
any office, cither about himſelf or his children : And a Biſhop called 
Armogaſtes,they took.and firſt nipped his fore-head and legs with. bow- 
ig ; then did they hang him up by one foor, with his head down- | 72 
ward , yetdid he ſeem to all men as it he flept in a feather-bed , | 
which fo enraged Theoderick the Kings ſon, that he commanded him | , ,,c,q 
| tobe beheaded ,but ſome about him Evaded him from it, becauſe | vidence. 
| ſaid they, he will be accounted a Martyr. Then was he baniſhed 
to dig in Mynes ;; yet afterwards he was ſent for again, and made a 
txt near to Carthage, that he might bea continual objeR of 
| ſcorn, | "FER" FIC 
There was alſo one Satur#s,; a noble man, eminent for holineſs , 
whom the Tyrant much laboured to draw to the Arr/az profeſſion, | ._ .. 
bur he refuſing. the King told him,that if he preſently chalioged or, | * —_ noble 
he ſhould forthe his houſe and goods, char his Children and- flaves 
ſhould be ſould, and his wife ſhould be given to the Camel-driver: 
Yer no menaces could ſhake his faith. His wife hearing of her doom, | 
went to her husband as he was praying, with her garments rent, her | 
hair diſheveled, her Children at her heels;and a ſucking infant -n _ | 
TS N 3 ands | 
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with a great power of armed men, ſet upon this innocent company, | 12H 
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| hands, whom ſhe caſt at her husbands feer, and rook him abour the ' 
Tearation, | knees, ſaying, Hate compaſſion ( O my ſweeteſt) of me thy poor wife ; 
and of theſe thy Children ;; look upon them, 'let them zot be made ſlaves ;, let 
zot me be yoaked to a baſe Marriage, &C. that which thou art required to do , 
thou doſt it not willingly, but by cons: rant, aud therefore it will not te laid | 
to thy charge: He gave her an anſwer inthe words of Fob , Thou ſpeakeſt | 
Relſed. like fooliſh womay : thou aCteſt the devils parrt ; it thou loveſt thy | 
husband , thou wouldſt never ſeek to draw him to fin, which will | 
procure the ſecond dearth. TI am reſolved therefore as my Lord com- 
mands me,to forſake wite,children,lands ,houſe,&c.rhat | may be his 
Diſciple ; and accordingly he was diſpoiled of all, and turned out a 
begging, yerall were forbyiden ro harbour him. 
| Genſer che Rei having reigned thirty ſeven years and three moneths,dicd. 

deart. Geyſerick being dead, his fon Huxrick ſucceeded him, who ar firſt 
was more moderate to the Chriſtians, inſomuch as they began to hold 
their mectings as before time. The Marichear Herericks he ſought 
Mazichzrns | out, and though moſt of them were of his own Religion , yet he burnt 
puniſhed. ſome, and baniſhed others. Fl 

' Arrhe requeſt of the Emperour Zexo and Placidia his wife,he ſuf- 
fered the Church of Carthage to chuſe their own Bifhop, having been 
deſtirure of one for twenty four years. Then they choſe Eugenrus, an 
Eugerivs cho- | humble, holy and charicable man, whoſe fame increafing, the Arriar 
{cn Biſhop. | Biſhops much envied him , and pur into the Kings head to forbid him 
to-preach,and nor to ſuffer any to enter intothe Church, that were at- 
tired after the manner of the YVazdals ; To which command Eugeniu | 
thus anſwered , The houſe of God 1s free for all-: thoſe which exter,z0 man 
may drive forth. The King being incenſed with this anſwer, placed 
rortures atthe Church door,” who when they eſpied any man or wo-| 
| | man ina Yazdals habit, about ro go into the Church, clapping fleſn- 

hooks on their heads, and twiſting them in their hair , with a ſtrong 

war mg ot Be- | witch they pulled off hair, ſcalp and all, whereby ſome loft their 
ag | ejes, and ſome their lives. 

The women beſides theſe torments,they carried thorow the ſtreets, | 
| ro be made a publick laughing-ſtock, yet could they not force them 
Conſtancy. | roaltar their Religion. 

Then did H#zyr:c& ordain, that none of his Countries which dilſ- 
feed from his Religion, ſhould receive their ordinary penſions and | 
ſalaries. Then did , ſend many of them who had been delicately 
broughtup, to #t:ca, in the parching hear of the ſun, to dig the land 
for corn ; yet they went cheerfully , and comforted themſelves inthe 
Lord. | 
| - Thendid he command that no man ſhould be a Knight , or bear 
any publick office except he turned Arr;a» : whereupon very many 
| Conſtancy, | with invincible courage , forfook their honours and offices , rather | 
chen their faith. =” 
| Bubarous eru- | ©, Many Virgins he cauſed to be proved by the Midwives ih a moſt ; 
: i | 'ſhamefull manner ; hanging them up from the ground with mighty 
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Envy. | | 


Biſhops -and Miniſters lay with them, tharſo he might from thence 


| have an occaſionto perſecute them. Many of theſe died under the| 


| Thendid he banith intothe wilderneſs,of Biſhops,Miniſters,Dca- 
' cons,and prher Membersof Chriſt, four thouſand nine tundred {cventy Maltirudes & 

| fix ; ſome of them being lamewith the gout, others blind wira age : | —_— 
i Amongſt whom alto was Felix Biſhop of eAbrr:is, poſlefſed with a | 

{ dead pallie, and rherefore unable, either ro go or ride ; which the | Felix, 

| cruel King being informed of,and requeſted thar he might be ſuffered 

| ro ſtay ; ne an{wered, it he be nor able ro ride, let wild bulls be 

coupled ro drag him tothe place appointed : So that they were tain to 

carry iilm on a Mules back acroſs, as it he had been a ſack. 

Then were all theſe holy Confefſors, brought ro the City of Sica ,! 
where the ors were to receive them, and tranſport them thence to Fe 
the wilderneſs. Thither came two Arrian Earls, and with grear ſubril-| SINE 
ty ſought ro withdraw them from their ſtedfaſtnels, ſaying, what mean 
| you to be ſo 0/tinate,as not to obey the Kings Laws whereas by complying with | 
. | htm, you may be preferred tohowour £ Then did they all cry out, we te | 
Chriſtians, we be (atholicks, we Lelteve, and conteſs the Trinity tz Unity. | 
; Hereupon were they ſhut up in a grievous priſon. | 

Many mothers alfo voluntarily tollowed their little children, much | 
rejoycing that they had-born Martyrs : Others ſought to draw them 
| to rebaprizarion by the Hereticks bur,through Gods grace, they could 
' not prevall. 
| Asthey paſſed on the way travelling more by night then by day, | a, excellent 
' becauſe of the exceflive heat, a woman haſted atter them, leading in | tory. 
| her hand a little child, encouraging him, ſaying , Ruz Sirza,ſee!t thou 
all the Saints how merrily they go forwards, and haſten to their Crown? 
One of the company rebuked her, and asked her whether ſhe went? 
To whom ſhe an{wered,Pray for me,7 20 with this Iittle boy, my nephew , 
to the place of baniſhmezit. least the enemres finding him alone, ſhould ſeduce 
him from the way of trath into the way of Error. 

The enemies being more cnraged becauſe of their conſtancy, when 
they came to their lodgings, penned themup in narrow places, Then 
was denied to them all the comfort of acceſs of their friends,for per- 
mitring whereof formerly,their Keepers had been beaten withſtaves. | Cruelty of e- | 
Theſe bleſſed Saints were tumbled one upon another,as grains of corn, | reticks. 
neither could they have means of ſtepping aſide to eaſe nature,ſorhar 
the ſtink of their excrements exceeded their other pain. 

| Then were theybrought forth, their garments,heads and faces be- 
i{meared with dirt in a pititull manner, and by the clamorous Aoors 
they were haſtened forward intheir journey ; yer they went {inging 
with great joy unto the Lord , Loe , This honour have all his Sants, | ek fra | 
Then came to them! rhe bleſſed Biſhop Cyprian, who totheir — | pathy. | 
Ccontola*= | 
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conſolation, comforted every one of them with farherly affeRion, and | 


with ſtreams of tears was ready to Jay down his lite for the brethren , 
and would fain have accompanied them, if he might have been ſuf- 
fered : He beſtowed all that he had amongſt them, tor which he af. 
rerwards ſuffered impriſonnent and much hard-ſhip, and artlaſt had 
his hearts deſire in being banithed, 

There came great multitudes from ſundry Countries and Cities, to 
behold theſe ſervants of God,and many caſting their Children ar their 
feet; cryed thus, To whom w:ll you leave us wretches whileſt you go forward 
to your Crown 2 Who ſball baptize our infants? inſtrutt and adminiſter the $4- 
craments to us ? our hearts ſerve us well to go withyou if we might. But now 
none were ſuffered any moreto go with them for their comfort, bur 
they were preſſed forwards, and made to run. 

When any of the aged, ortender Children fainted, they were firſt 


punched forwards with ſtaves : Then were the Moors commanded to | 


tie ropes tothe feer of ſuch as were unable to go, and to hail them 
thorow the rough places, ſo that firſt their garments were rent, then 
cheir fleſh, and their heads were daihed againſt the ſharp edges of 
rocks,whereby very many of them died. 

The reſtthat were ſtronger came at laſt to the wilderneſs, where, 
like beaſts, they had barly given them for their food;there were alſo 
abundance of venemous ſerpents and {corpions inthat place, whoſe 
ſting was deadly, yer, thorow Gods great Providence, none of theſe 
ſervants of Chriſt gar any hurt thereby. 

Hunrick in the ſeventh year of his reign, direted his Mandate to 
E egeniys Biſhop of Carthage, and told all other Biſhops in «Africk, thar 


they ſhould by ſuch a day mect at Carthage to defend by diſputation | 
Subrily of He- | thetr faith againſtthe Arriaz Biſhops ; bur withal, by the renour of 


the decree,they perceived thar he would not ſuffer any of them to live 
within his dominions, which cauſed great heavineſs amongſt them. 
Eugenius returned anſwer, that fince it was the common cauſe of all 
the Chriſtian Churches, it was but equal that Biſhops out of other 
Countries ſhould be requeſted ro be there preſent alſo; and this he 
did,nor becauſe they ſuſpeCtecd their own abilities to defend the truch, 
bur becauſe he knew that ſtrangers might uſe more liberty of ſpeech 
then they could, and that other Biſhops might be witneſſes of their 
ſufferings , bur this requeſt did but more enrage this unreaſonable 
Tyrant. 

"The appointed day approaching,many Biſhops reſorted toCarthaye, 
worn out with aMictions and ſorrows, yet for many days after their 


| coming, there was no mention of diſpuring.till in the mean time the 


King had ſingled out the learnedeſt and skilfulleſt of them , thar 
by ſundry arions he might make them away : Amongſt 
whom was Letus, a' ſtout and learned man , whom he firſt impri- 
ſoned, and then burnt him inthe fire, thatſo he might ſtrike a fear 


. © hc | 
Atlaſt the Diſputation began, and the Orthodox, to avoid tumult , | 
choſe 
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choſe out ſome to anſwer for- all the reſt. The Ar7:azs placed them- 
ſelves upon lofty Thrones, whileſt the Orthodox ſtood below upon 
cheir feer; Whereupon they ſaid, Conference is to betaken in hand, not 
where proud ſuperiority of power bears ſway, but where;by common conſent., 
the D:ſputants upon equal tearms debate the controverſies, that truth may 
come to light, &c, Then were all the Catholicks commanded to have 
an hundred ſtroaks ap'ece with a cudgel, given them for this ſpeech - 


| 


| which we ſuffer, and conſider the tribulation which we ſuſtain from our perſe- | 


| cutors. "Then did the Orthodox Biſhops deſire the Arras to pro- | 


; pound what they intended; Bur the Aryan Biſhops ſecing them ready 
{ ro diſpute with them, ſought out rergiverſarions, and declined tie 
'diſpuce. Hercuponthe Orchodox drew forth a declaration of their 
'fairh, excellencly well penned, and exhibired it with rhis Proreſtari- 
| on,1f you be deſirous to know our Leltef the faith which we hold is beret com- 
;priſed. The Arriazs ſtormed —— at thts, giving them out- 
; ragious language , and preſently by talſe Calumnies chey accuſed 
'chem to the King,and fo incenſed him, rhat by an Edict in one day he 
cauſed all rhe Chriſtians Churches through Afr;ck ro be ſharup , 
| giving ro the Ar71ans all che goods and Churches of the Orthodox. 
| Then didhe command thar all thoſe godiy Biithops that were met 
rogerher at Carthage, ſhould be ſpoiled of all that they had in their 
lodgings , and ſo driven out of the Ciry-gares ; having neicher ſer- 
vant, nor beaſt, nor garment to ſaitr rhem 1n, left unto them 3 and all 
men were forbidden either to harbour them, or give them any ſuſte- 
nance, the King threatnipg to burn him and all his family char ſhould 
relieve them. _ | | 
The Biſhops being thus turned out, lay in the open. fields round 
about the Wals : and whenthe Tyrant went forth xo the fiſh-ponds, 
they met him, ſaying, #hy are we ſo afflicted ? what evil bave we done? 
it we be called to diſpute , Why are we ſpoiled of all wnehave > why are we 
\/landred £ Why are we forced to remais here among!t the. dung-hills , afifli- 
\ Fed with hunger and nakedieſs, far from our ' (harches and. houſes > 
| Herewith the Tyrant was ſo enraged, thar he commanded his horſe- 
men to rideover them, whereby many of them were ſore bruiſed and 
wounded , cſpecially the aged and weak men: Then did he command 
\chem to meethim ar the Temple of Memory: and when they came thi- 
" jther, they had this writing delivered rothem ; Our Lord King Huz- 
| rick, lamenting your obſtinacy in refuſing to obey his will, and ro em- 


! 
| 


| Unjul crue'ty. | 
| 


Whereupon Eugenius ſaid, The Lord from heaen behold the Violence | 


| brace his Religion , yer intends todeal graciouſly with you , and if 
| you will take this oath , he will fend you back to your Churches and 
| houſes: Then they all ſaid with one conſent, e are all Chriſtians, and 
| Biſbops, aud hold the Apoſtolical and only true faith ; and thereupon they 
| made a brief confeſſion of their faich ; Bur the Kings Commiſſioners 
urged them without any further delay to take rhe! oath contained in 
| that paper ; Whereupon they anſwered, Do you think 1 bruit beaſts, 


. 


\ 


\ Devilliſh fubs ; 


' that we ſhould ſo eafily ſwear to a writing, wherein we know not what is cen- 
| | O | 
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\Fatned ? Then was the Oath read unto them,which was this, You ſhall | 
ſwear that after the death of the Lord our King , his ſon Hilderick ſhall | 
| ſucceed him in the Kingdom, and that none of you ſhall ſend letters beyond ' 
the ſeas. 1f you take this oath, he will reſtore you ro your Churches. | 

They that were plain-meaning men amongſt chem, were willing to / 
take it ; bur others that ſaw further into the ſubrilty of ir,rcfuſed it. 
Then were thoſe which would take it, commanded to ſeparate them- 
ſelves from the other , which being done , a Notary preſently took 
theirnames, and of what Cities they were : he did the like alſo by 
the Refuſers ; and ſoborh parties were'committed to ward,and ſhort- | 
ly after the King ſent them word ; firſt to thoſe that would have taken | 
A wicked ſen. | the oath : Becauſe that you, contrary to the rule of the Goſpel,which | 
rence. | ſaith, Thou ſbalt not ſwear at all, would have ſworn: The Kings Will 

is, that you ſhall never ſee your Churches more, but ſhall be baniſhed 
intothe wilderneſs, and never perform any Miniſterial office again z 
and there you ſhall cill che ground : But to the Retuſers of the oath , 
he ſaid, becauſe you defire notthe reign of our Lords ſon, you ſhall 
therefore be immediately ſent away tothe Ifle of Corſe, there to hew | 
timber for the ſhips. 

He alſo ſentabroad through all Afr:c, his cruel tormentors : So 
thatno place, no houſe remained free from lamentation, ſcreeching 
and out-cryes. They ſpared neither age nor ſex, bur only ſuch as 
yielded to their will, Some they cudgelled with ſtaves ; ſome they 
hung up,others they burned. Women, and eſpecially gentlewomen , 
they openly tortured ſtark naked without all ſhame : Amongſt whom 
was D:ozyſia, whom when they ſaw bolder, and more beauritull then 
thereſt, they firſt commanded her to be ſript naked, and made ready 
tor the cudgels , who ſpake boldly to thern, ſaying, I am afſured of the 
love of my God, Vex me how yow will, only my woman-hood diſcloſe you 
{ zot; Bur rthey,with greater rage,fet her naked upon an high place for a 
| publick ſpectacle : Thendid they whip her till the ſircams of blood 

inked all over her body : VVhereupon ſhe boldly ſaid,;Ye Minifers of 
| Sataz , that which you do for my reproach , is to me an honour. And 
Courage. beholding her only ſon, that was young and tender, and ſeemed fear- 
full of corments, checking him with a motherly Authority,the ſo en- 
couraged him,that he became much more conſtant then before. To 
She encourag-| WHOM in the midft of histerrible torments, ſhe ſaid, Remember, O my 
| ech her ſov, | | child,that we were baptized inthe name of the holy Trinity: Let us not loſe the 
arment of our ſalvation , leaft it be ſaid, Caft them into outer darkneſs , 
g 2 . . 
where is. weeping: and wailing and gnaſbing of teeth : For that pain is to be 
| dreaded, that never endeth ; and that life tobe deſired, that alwayes lafteth: 
The youth was ſo cncouraged hercby, that he perſevercd paticnt in 
all his ſufferings, ill , inthe midſt of his torments, he gave up the 
| The benekr of Ghoſt. her exhortations and example were gained to God, | 


| goodexamples, { and animared in their ſufferings. 
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expect to cnjoy his Kingdom in peace, fo long as he ſuffered any of! 


chem to live, Kercupon he ſent for ſeven eminent Chriſtians from : 
Capſa to Carthage whom he firſt aſſaulted with flattery and large pro- | ***%i0n- 
mites of honour,riches, &c. it ſobe they would imbrace his faith : 
Bur theſe ſcrvants of Chriſt rcj<&ed all thofe profers crying our,0Oxe 
| Lord, one faith, oe Baptiſm; ſaying alſo , Do with our bodies what you| Courage and 
pleaſe, torment them at your will, its better for us to ſuffer theſe momentary | conſtancy. 
| pats, then to endure everlaſling torments. 
Hereupon they were ſent to priſon, loaded with greatiron chains, 
| and thrult into a ttinking Dungeon : But God ſtirred up the hearts of | 
| many godly perſons ( by great bribesrorhe Jayler ) to procure daily | Ggogs Mercy. 
| acceis ro them, and by their exhortarions, they were fo corroborated 
| in the faith, thatrhey much defired to ſuſter the like things for Chriſk 
with theſe men,and would willingly have laid down their necks rg | 
the Perſecutors ſwords. | 
The Tyrant hearing of it, was exceedingly cnraged, cauſed them 
robe kepr cloſer, loaden with more chains,and to be put to great tor- 
| mcnts. Then did he cauſe a ſhiptobe filled with combuſtible marter, 
(| commanding that theſe holy Martyrs ſhould be put into it , and faſt | Many burned 
bound in the ſame, and fire ro be fertothe thip inthe ſea , that rhey | in a ſhip, 
might be burned to deat. | | 
 Whentiicy were brought out of the priſon, the multitude of Gods | 
people accompanied them tothe ſhip , who as innocent Lambs were | 
led to be ſacrificed, looking upon their weighty irons, as rare Jewels | 
and Ornaments. Wirh cheartulneſ(s and alacriry they went towards 
the place of execution, as if they had gone roa banker, {inging with | Adwirable 
one voice unto the Lord, as they went along the ſtreer, ſaying, Thzs | O28 and 
iS our defired day, more feſtrual then any fe'liuity: Behold , now 1s the 7 
{ accepted time, Lehold, now 1s the day of ſaluation! when for the faith of our 
| Loyd God, we endure death, that we may not looſe the garment of obtained 
faith, The people alfo withone voice cried ; Fear not , O ſervants 
of God , neither dread the threats of your enemies ; Die for Chriſt, 
who died for us, that he might redeem us with the price of his ſaumg | 
blood. | 
| Amongſt theſe was a pretty boy, ro whom a ſubtil Seducer faid , 
| Why haſtcſt thou, my pretty boy, uggo death : let them go , theyare 
mad ; Take my counſel, and thou ſhalr not only have lite, bur great 
advancement in rhe Kings Cuurt : To whom the lad anſwered , | 
You ſhall no: get me from the fellowſh'p of theſe holy mes , who Cuidring of 
bred me up, with whom I lived ia the fear of God, apd with whom - 
1 deſire to die ; end with whom 1 tru't , I ſhall obtata the glory to 
come. And fo being all put into the ſhip, they were burned tg- 
ether. 
| , After the death of Huzrick, Gundabund {ucceeded in the Kingdom, 
| who continuingin the ſteps of his cruel predeceſſors , aMicted the 
Chriſtians grievouſly by ſundry kinds of perſecution , during the 
ſpaceof twelve years, atthe end whereof he died, and Thraſamuzd 
F O 2 ſfucceed- 
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| and'from all Injury and wrong-doing. The women he encloſed with- | 
| in trenches by themſelves, commanding that under pain of death no 


|part they had beer! cruel perſccurors of the true Church of | 


———_ 


ſucceeded him , a man that excelled all his Predecefſors in magriani- | 
miry and courage. ; 

His manner was by per{waſions, flatteries, promiſes and rewards , 
to ſeek to draw the Chriſtians to tus Arriaz Hercſic ; bur they which 
would not be prevailed with hereby,he no way puniſhed vr moleſted 


I rea 


Ia his time there were great Wars between the Moors and Vandals, 
the Moors had one Cabaoz tor their General, who commanded all his 
ſouldiers to uſe abſtinence in their dict, and to abſtain from women, 


m.in ſhould have acceſs to them. Then did he ſend torth a certain 
company of Moors, commanding them privately to follow the Camp | 
of tne Yarndals , and that. whereſvever the Vandals profancd any | 
Cturch of the Chriſtians, preſencly atter their departure, they ſhould | 
follow and purge the ſame ; For ( ſaith he ) if the C briſtiazs God te | 
4 good God, then will he afsiſt them that are devoted to him, and puniſh the | 
Blaſphemers. Theſe men in counterteir baſe attire, followed the YVan- 
dais Camp ; and whereas the Pandals where ever they came, took 
up the Chrittians Churches for their Horſes and Beaſts of burthen 
carrying themſclves very infolently againſt God and his Houſe : 
beating and abuſing the Miniſters and Church-Officers, making them 
ro attend upon them as thelr ſlaves. After their departure the 2foors 
on the contrary, cleanſed the Clurches, carried outthe dung.kneeled | 
down to, and reverenced the Miniſters, and diſtributed money rothic 
poor, and thus they did continually, 
Thendid ('ahaoz prepare to give his enemics battel ; and whereas | 
the Vandals were all Horſc-men, and very well mounted,their Horſes 
were fo africhted at the fight of the 474ors Camels, that they + were 
preſently pur into diforder,and the Moors with darts and arrows did fo 
pelt them, that they put tacem ro fight, and ſlew many of them, 
whereupon Thraſamud ihortiy airer died of grict. | 

 Thendid Z{de-1c+ the fon of Hr: ſucceed inthe Kingdom, who 
was\equally mild and gentle, both ro the Vandals ani Chriſtians , 
and one that kept: very tair correſpondence with the Empcrour Fuſl- 
ian. Bur Gilimer, a cunning and ambitious man, depoled him, and | 
uſurved the Kingdom to himſelf, Whereupon 7uſtizian ſent againſt 
him thar brave and gallant General B:/;ſarinus, who overcame him in 
ſeveral bartels, took him priſoner, treed the Chriſtians trom perſecu- 
tion, and ſubverted the Empire of the Yapaals in Africk, aiter they 
had reigned there for the ſpace of ninety years, whercin for the moſt 


God. 
Salvia, who was Biſhop of Haſilia,and lived at the ſame ſeafon,| | 


cumplainerh, that before theſe brutiſh Yazda!s came into AFfrick, the 
Church of God there was much degenerated from its ancient purity, 


and the power of Godlineſs was much decaid ; inſomuch as they | 
'F- which 


bythe Arrian Vandals. - | 10x | 


which lived exaGtly according to the Rule of Gods Word, were hiffed 
at as they went inthe ſtreets, as if they had beenmonſters : Where- 
upon, ſaich he, the paſſage of the Yazdals into Africk, was notto be | 
imputed to Gods rigour, bfit to the Africays wickedneſs, &c. 


| Collefied out of a Book written by ViCtor Biſhop of Utica, who 
lived at the ſame time , and was himſelf a Sufferer 
under this perſecution, 
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The Petrſecutions of the \Waldenſes, which began 
Anno Chriſti, 1160. 


=== Hcn the darkneſs of Popery had overſpread the Chriſti- 
EEE} anworld , fo that Kings and Princes imploied their 
BILE Authority to eſtabliſh the Romiſb Idolatry, appointing 
ro ſlaughter ſuch as denied Tranſubſtantiation, Adora- 
tion of the Hoſt, bowing the knees before it, &c. this 
- occaſioned many Chriſtians ro deteſt this ſuperſtition 
The fickt Re- as unknown.to the Apoſtles and JRun Church. And firſt of all 
os God raiſed up Berengarius, preſently after the year one thouſand, who 
| | boldly and faithfully preached the Truth, and againſt the Romiſh Er- 
rors, continuing his Miniftry, till about the time that 77/;am the Con- 
qneror came into Englazd, whereupon the Goſpellers were called Be- 
rengarians, till abour the year 110. At which time common potice 
being taken of their ſeparation irom the Church of Rome, and their 
diſagreeing from ſo many of their Tenents, they were branded with 
| the odious name of Heyeticks, And twenty years after, when they 
bi were grown into a very great multitude, they had one Peter Bruzs for 
F:-. their moſt famous Preacher, who taught long, and publickly at The- 
baſe, under the proteCtionand favour of a noble Earl, called Hilde- 
; | phonſus, whereupon in thoſe parts they were called Petro-Bruſtans. 
| For Peter Bruis, Anno Chriſtt, 1120, publiſhed their Tenents in a book 
| called Anti-Chrift , wherein he declared both the ground of their 
Dodtrine , and the cauſes of their ſeparation from the Romſh 
Church. ; : 

Twenty years after this, they were grown into a mighty multitude 
about L470 Coriſti,1 140, whereupon the Popes of Rome now began to 
lay abour them for their Extirpation : For whichend he ſtirred up' 
his moſt learned followers to write againſt them; and warned Princes | 
; |to take heed of them, and to baniſh them out of their Territories. 

| h Anuse' 
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' eminent Preacher, whereupon they began to be called Henerzcians ;) | 
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Peter Yaldo. 


hearkened unto, becauſe he was in high cfteem for his Learning | Chatity:' 
\ and Picty, and his liberality to tae poor ; tor beſides the — 
k 


Popiſh malice, | 


as an Hereiick ;, Yaldo replied , that he could not be ſilent in a cauſe of | Chriſtian cou- 
| ſo great importance, as the ſalvation of mens ſouls, wherein he muſt | *#*: 


ceed againſt them by Eccleſiaſtical cenſures totheir utrer — z | rion, 
is fol- 


2. Tharall ſuch prayers are ſuperſtitiousand vain which are made 
over the oyl, ſalt, wax, incenſe, boughs of Olives and Palms, Eccleſis | 
aſtical garments, calices, Church-yards, and ſuch like things. | 

3. That time is ſpent in vain in Eccleſiaſtical ſingings, and ſaying | 
the Canoncal hours, | 

4. That fleth and eggs may be catenin Lent , and thatthere is no | 

merit in abſtinence atſ{uch times. | 
| 5. That when neceffity requires, all ſorts of perſons may marry , 
Miniſters as well as others, 

6. Thar auricular confeſſion is not neceſlary. 1 

7. Thar Confirmation is not a Sacrament. "I 

$. That Obedience isnot to be performed to _— "$c&» | 


9. Thar Miniſters ſhould live upon Tirhes and Offerings. '_ 
10» Thar there is no'difference gontkavape — 
£4; RE — 


| 


God: Provi- : 


'{ King of 
. | France perſe- 
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*} cures them, 
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17, That ic is not the dignity, bur deſerts of a Presbyrer that makes 
: him\a berter man. G7 | 
- 2 T2. That theyadminiſter the Sacrament without the accuſtomed 
form of the Roman Church. 

13, They ſay that Images are to be taken our of Churches, and 
that-to adore them was Idolatry. | | 
14.) They contemned the Popes indulgences, and ſay, that they 


were of no vertue. 


forced to accuſe themſelves, or rheir friends. 

16, They maintained cheir Miniſters out of their own purſes, think- 
ing' it unreaſonable that ſuch ſnould be diverted from their ftu- 
dics,. whilſt they were forced -ro get their livings with' their own 
hands, - | | 

17. They held that the Miracles done in the Church of Rome,were 
falſe Moles, 
18. 'That the Religion of the Fricr Mendicants was invented by 
the Devil. 
19. That the Pope of Rome was not to be obeyed. 
20, That whoredomand ſtews were not to be permitted under pre- 
tenſe of avoiding Adultery and Rapes. 
2 1: Thar there is no Purgatory whercin the ſouls of the deceaſed 
are tobe po_ before they be admitted inco heaven. 


22. Thar a Presb ter, falling into ſcandalous ſin, oughr to be ſuſ- 


- pended+from his office till he had ſufficiently teſtified his Repen- 


tance; ' 


24; "That ir matters not for the place of their burial , whether ir 


| were holy or no. 


25; They admitted no extream union amongſt the Sacraments 
of the Church. 


the dead. | 

27. They admitted no' prayers , but ſuch as did correſpond with 
the Lards prayer, which they maderhe rule of all their Prayers. 
+28. i-Laſtly, Though their adverſaries charged them with holding, 


| thateverylay-man might freely preach to the people, yer they had 


Biſhops', and orders amongſt themſelves ; as the Order of Bulgarie, 
the order of D/upgur/a, ; and they who were their Miniſters were or- 
| dained thereunto, though they were not of the Rymiſb Inſticution , as 


Nicolws Viguieriws, and others report of them. 
7aldo himſelf went -into Dauphiney,converſing in the mountains of 


| che ſame Province with certain rude perſons, yet capable of receiving 
' | his belief : his' Diſciples alſo _ into Picardy, whence they were 
| | called.P7cards.: againſt whom a 


rerwards K. Phil;p ( enforced by the 


{Eadefiaftical perſons ) took arms, and overthrew three hundred gen- 


1210 WesL tlemens 
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I5. They refuſed to rake any oath whereby they ſhould be cn- | 


2.3. Thar the Saiats deceaſed are not tobe worſhiped, and prayed | 
| Unto.;. | 


26. They ſay, that Maſſes, Indulgences, and prayers do nor profi | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


E 


| 


| 
| 
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j conſtancy,and patience of the Martyrs,that Azzo 1315. inthe County 


_ erſecution of the W aldenſes. 


many of them there ro be burnt to death. 

This perſecution cauſed many of them to flie into Germany, and AF 
ſatia, where they ſpread their Dodrine ; and ſhortly after the Bi- 
thops of Majence and Strasburg, raiſed up a great perſecution againſt 
chem, cauling five and thirty Burgcfles vt Hajzence tobeburnt in one 
fire,and cighteen in another who with great conſtancy {uffered death. 

Ar Strasburg cighty were burnt, atthe inſtance of the Biſhop yet 
multitudes of people received ſuch edification by the exhorrations , 


| of Paſſav,and about Bohemia,there were above cighry thouſand perſons 


that made profeſſion of the ſame faith. 
Az Chriſti 1160. ſome of them came into Enoland , and at Ox- 
ford were puniſhed in the moſt barbarous and cruel manner as 


| may ſee in my Engliſh Martyrologie. 


ever were any Chriſtians for Religion-ſake before the time , as you 
And three years after in 
the Conncil of Tvrez, or Towers in France : viz. I 16 3, Pope 4- 
lexander the third, made a decree, that theſe Goſpellers, and all 


ſcll them any thing, or buy any thing of them , according as it was | 
fore-propheſied, Rev.13.17, | | 

Bur notwithſtanding all theſe deviſes they had goodly Churches 
in Bulgary, Croatia, Dalmatia, and Hungary. The Popith Monks to 
make them odious, and to have the better occaſion ro perſccute them, 
railed up many foul flanders of them , as they were forcerers, bug- 
gercrs, ©c. that they aſſembled themſelves in the night tune, and 
that the Paſtors commanded the lights to be put our, ſaying, ui 
poteſt capere, capiat, catch who catch can, whereupon they commirred 
abominable inceſt , tlie ſon with the mother, the brother with the 
ſiſter, rhe farther with his daughter,@c. they charged them alſo with 
many foul and falſe opinions : from which accuſations they by a pub- 
lick Apology and vindication cleared themſelves, which they pub- 
lithed both in Frexch and their own language. 

Raizerusthe Monk ſaith of them, that amongſt all thoſe which have 
riſcnup againſt the Church of Rome, the #aldezſes were the moſt dan- 
gerous, in regard of their long continuance, for ſome ſay, that it hath| 
continued from the time of Pope S:ILeſter 3 and ſome ſay , from the | 
Apoſtles time 3 and becauſe this Sect ( ſaith he) is more general, 
and rhere is ſcarce any Countrey in which it hath not taken footing : 
and becauſe ir hath a creat appearance of piety , for they carry 
themſelves uptightly before men, and believe rightly touching God | 
in all things , holding all the Articles of the Creed, only they hate 
and revile the Church of Rome, and therein ( ſaith he) they are eafily 
believed of the people. | 

Ceſarias ſaith,thar this Hereſie ſo encreaſed,that in a ſhott time it 1n- 
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clemens houſes thar followed their part, and deſtroied ſome walled{ 
Towns, purſuing them into Flazders , whether they fled, and cauſing | 


their favourers ſhould be excommunicated , and that none ſhould | 
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feed uſque ad mille crvitates,a thouſand Cities, Parſons ſaith,that he | 
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had an Army of ſeventy thouſand men to fight tor them ; yea, they | 
were ſo ſpread in Germazy , that they could travel from (allen ro 311- 
Lazin Italy,and every night lodge wich Hoſts of their own profcffion. | 

Hereupon the Pope hath always uſcd all his arr for their utter ex- 
tirpation,by his Thunder-bolts,Curſes,Canons,Conſtimutions,Decrces, 
and whatſoever clſc might make them odious to Kings, Princes, and 
people, giving them over to Satan.interdicting them all Communion 
and ſociety with others, making them incapable of any charges, ho- 
nours , profits, to inherit lands,to make wills to be buricd in Church- 
yards, yea, confiſcating their goods, diſ-inheriting their heirs , and 
where they could apprehend any of them,they condemned them to be 
delivered to the ſecular power, their houſcs ro be razed, their lands 
and goods to be confiſcated, commanding Kings,Princes, Magiſtrates, 
Couſuls , and people , to make ancxa& inquliition, ro ſi;utthe Ciry- 
gates, to ring the Toll-bell, to arm themſclves, to appret:end, kill or 
aſe any other violence to them,giving to their Accuſcrs a third part of 
their ERates,condemning all tavorers of them to the ſame puniſhment. 
eA1po Chriſt, 1163. came ſome of thele godly perſons to Colter in 
Germazy. out of the parts of Flazders , where they ſecretly remained 
fora time in a barnnearthe City : But the diligence of the Pop:ſ | 
Clergy found them out by tlietr not coming to their Church , and fo 
cauſed, them, to be apprehended, and brought before them ; and af- 
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| 


«| of thoſethar held her, and voluntarily leaped into the fire, whereby 
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ter examination becauſe rhey conſtantly adhered to the truth, and. | 
would by no means be brought to recant the ſame, they condemned \ 
them, and delivered them tothe ſecular power : who carrying them | 
out of the City , ( being four men,and one young woman ) they firſt 

bound the four men roa itake,and ſer firerothem : The people much 

pitied the young woman, and would tain have ſaved her, hoping | 
that the burning of her companions would have wrought her toa re- 
cantation ; bur ſhe perceiving their drifr', ſtrugled our of the hands 


ſhe was burned with them. Godfridus Monachus, 

eAnno Chriſti, 1194. eAldephonſus King of Arragon ( probably by 
the inſtigation of Pope Cele#zze, and miſ-information of his Clergy ) 
publiſhed this evil Edit agaiaftthem. | 
Aldephonſus by the grace of God King of Arragon,@c.to all Arch-Biſhops, | 
Biſhops,aid the reſt of the Prelatesof the Church in his Kingdom,to Earls, Vi- | 
counts, Knights,and all the people of his Kingdom, and to all that are 17 Au- 
thority,health,&c.Becauſe God would have us to be over his people,it 1s a wor- 


thy and ju't thing that we take continual care as far as 1nus lies of the ſalvati- | 
o,and defence of them:Wherefore being imitators of our Predece ſſors, and in| 
obedience to the Canons we judge that all Hereticks caſt out of the ſight of God | 
and of all Catholicks, are to be condemned, and perſecuted every where y 
pamely the Waldenſes, or poor men of Lyons, whereof there is no number, 
who being curſed by his holy Church : we alſo command to depart , and flie | 


from all our Kingdoms, aud places within our pavers as enemies tothe Croſs 


of Ehrift, our ſelves, and this Kingdom. T 


erefore from this day forward | 
vall | 
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ſhall preſume torecetue the foreſaid Waldenſes 7nto their houſes, or to hear! 
their doleful preaching, or to grve them meat, or any other relief, let 
him know, that he hath incurred the 1nd;gnation of God, and of us, and 
that he ſhall be puniſhed as a Traitor, and all his goods ſhall te confiſcated 
without remedy or appeal. And this our Edi we command to te publiſhed 
upon Sundays by Biſhops, and all Refors of Churches, &c. through all our y 
Dominions. And we command that the foreſaid puniſhments le inflifted| | 
upon all Tranſgreſſors of it by our Bailyfſs, Fuſtices, &c. Andif any 
of the foreſaid naughty , people whether noble, or igneble, ſhall preſume 
to tay three days after the publication hereof, and not haſt their removal , 
we will, and command all mento bring upon them all miſchtef, - diſgrace , 

and agrievance ( except death , orcutting off their members) which ſhall 
be pratefull and acceptable tous, neither ſhall they fear any puniſhment for 
the ſame, 8&c. Bur this ſame Aldephonſus that made this cruel Edidt by 
the juſt rerriburion of God,the very next year loſt part of his Kingdom| 
ro the Moors, and his ſon having alſo fitty thouſand of his men ſlain! 
in one battel, Heveden. | 

The Popelings exercifing ſuch cruelty againſt the Goſpellers, they | They defeng 
began to defend themſelves by arms, repelling force with force : and | themlelves by 
when, being overpowred by multitude,they could defend themſelves | — 
no longer, they left their places, and became ſouldicrs abroad, and 
many of chem became very helpfull ro our King Herrythe ſecond in 
his Wars, when he was moleſted about Arch-Biſhop Beckets death : 
Alſo our King R:chard the firſt ar his return out of the Holy land, ( as 
they called it) made gooduſe of them ( who thoughthey were curſ- 
ed by the Pope, yet were they bleſſed by God) for the recovery of 
his riSht,cand forthe defence of his people, 

YValdo notwithſtanding all the curſes of the Pope,conrinued to pub- | pyu4,s Zeal 
liſh.chart the Pope was Anti-Chriſt,the Maſs an abomination, the Hoſt | and Courage: 
an Idol, and Purgatory a fable : whereupon Pope Innocent the third , 
Anno, 1198, ſeeing that the other remedics were not ſufficient to ſup- 
preſs theſe Heretrcks, as he called them, authorized certain Monks 
Inquiſitors,who by proceſs ſhould apprehend and deliver them to the 
ſecular power, by a far ſhorter, but much more cruel way then was 
uſed formerly ; for by this means the people were delivered by thou- 
ſands into the Magiſtrates hands, and by them to rhe Executioners , 
whereby in a tewyearsall Chriſtendom was moved with compaſſion, 
to ſee all thoſe burnt and hanged, that did truft only in Chriſt for 
{alvation. 

The Pope ſeeing that this ſuppreſſed not, but rather increaſed the | 5,ygar Moy; 
number of his enemies, ſent certain Biſhops and Monks to preach | run, ſemen Ec- | 
in thoſe places of the aldeyſes, but their preaching converted not any | **« 
of them from their former opinions, | 

Amongſt thoſe Monks was Dominic, who was a zealous perſecutor A 
| of theſe Saints of God both in word and deed, who ſeeing himſelfro be | Dominicans 
in Authority. inſtituted an Order of begging Monks, called after his | _ 
name Domzn1icans, which order was confirmed by the Pope, for rheir 
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zealous aſliſting of him againſt the waldezſes,and this Dominick labour- | 
ec in the inquifition with ſuch contentment ro the Popes, that from 
rhattime forward the Monks of his oxder have always been imploied 
in the inquiſition. 

The power of theſe Inquifitors was without limitation , they 


— 
Cle 


ing ſome of them to whip themſelves,others to go in their ſhirts bare- 


bs 


could aſtemble the people by the ſound uf a bell when they pleaſed, 
proceed againſt the Biſhops rhemſelves , they could impriſon and re- 
leaſe without controul: Any accuſation was ſuthcient with them:A ſor- 
cerer,a whore was a ſufficient witneſs in the caſe of pretended Hereſie : 
It mattered not who accuſed, or wherhcr by word of mouth, or ticket 
thrown in before the Inquiſitors:for proceſs was thereby framed with- 
out party, without witneſs, or without other Law,then the pleaſure of 
the Inquititors, | 

To be rich was a crime near to Hereſje,and he that had any thing to 
loſe,was in the way to be undone, either as an Heyetich, or as a favou- 
rer of them: yea, bare ſuſpirion ſtopped the mouths of parents,kin(- 
folk, and friends, tharrhey durſtnor intercede each for other. If any 
did but convey a cup of cold water, or a pad of ſtraw to the poor Saints 
that lay in ſtinking dungeons, he was condemned as a tavourer of 
the Hereticks, and brought to the ſame or worſe extremities. 

No Advocate durſtundertake the defence of his neareſt kinſman, 
or friends:no Notary durſt receive any ACt in his favour; yea,death it 
ſelf made not anend of thcir puniſhment, for ſometimes they paſſed 
ſentenceagainſt the bones of the dead, todil-inter and burn them, it 
may be thirty years atter the death of the party accuſed. 

Such as were heirs had nothing certain,for if their fathers or kindred 
were accuſed they durſt notundertake the defence of their own right, 
poſſeſs their own inheritance,wichour the crime or {uſpition of Hereſie. 
The greateſt and richeſt amongſt the people were conſtrained even to 
adore theſe Monks Inquiſitors, and to give them great ſums. for the 
building of their Convents & houles,tor tear to be accuſed of Heyeſee. 

And the better to keep the people in aw , theſe Inquiſitors would 
ſometimes lead in Triumph their priſoners intheir proceſſions,enjoyn- 


foot and barc-headed,having a With about their necks;and a torch in 
their hands for the greater tcrrour to the beholders, ſeeing perſons of 
all cſtates and ſexes in ſo miſcrable a condition, 
.. Some of theſe accuſed perſons were ſent into the holy Land,or cn- 
rolled for ſome other expedirionagainſt the Turks and Infidels, where 
they were to ſcrve for a certaintime at their own charge: in the mean 
time theſe Fathers Inquiſitors took poſſeſſion of their houſes and 
gpds,and when they returned home,they muſt not ſo much as enquire | 
whether theſe Monks had in their abſence lain with their wives , left 


hey, would be condemned as back-fliders, and unworthy of favour. | 
+ AnmwChritti, 1201. A gallant Knight that was one of theſe wal-' 
Hepſes, called Exraudus, whom Henry, Earl of Nivers had made Go- 
.nour of his land , was accuſed of Hereſie , and brought before the 
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leftablithed by Jeſus Chriſt, Thirdly, 'That the Maſs, as it is cele- 


I Sno ee EI Ate 


: 
# 


| Popes Legat,s who called a Common Council ar Pars againſt him , 
\ conſiſting of rhe Arch-Biſhop, Biſhops , and Miniſters ot Pars, who 
| after cxamination of witnefles , condemned him for an Heretich, and 
\ ſo delivered him to the ſecular power, by whom he was burned in 
' the flames. Chron. Rol. AltiſSrodorenſis. 


| In Oo. Anno Christt, 1207. in the Town of HMort-rojal near 
 Carcaſſon in the Earldom ot Tholoyſe, there was held a famous diſpus 


| Peter of the New Caſtle, the Popes Legar, and Ryph his Colleague | 
on the one party, and «Arnold Hot , Paitor of the 41b:ngexſes , with 
| ome other of his tellow-labourers on the other parry : The Arbi- 
trators were two noble men, viz, Bernard dewillazova, and Pernail of 
Arras; and two Plebians, viz. Ratmond Godins., and Arnold Rite- 
ria, The Queſtions diſputed upon were theſe : Firſt, that the 
Church of Rome's not the Spouſe.of Chriſt , nor an holy Church , 
but an impure one, and inſtructed by the Do@rine of Satan, Se- 
condly, That their Eccleſiaſtical Polity 15 not good , nor holy, nor 


brated therein , was not inſtitured by Chriſt, or his Apoſtles. The 
| Biſhopundertook to prove the contrary : but atter three days diſputa- 
tion, he deſired fifteen days to commit his Arguments to writing; and 
Arnold Hot required cight days to put in his Anſwer. 

Art the day appointed the Biſhop brought in a very long writing 3 
and Hot deſired to anſwer by word of mouth, intreating his Audicurs 


| 


'rarion between Didacus Biſhop of Oxon, a Spaniard : Frier Dominzck ; 


| that he might not ſeem troubleſom to them, it he were long in an- 
| ſvering ſo long a diſcourſe; and it was granted that he ſhould be 
heard with patience without interruption, and ſo he diſcourſed for | 
divers hours four days together, to the great admiration of all that 
heard him, and ſo ready was he therein, that all the Biſhops, Abbats, 
Monks, and Prieſts, wiſhed themſelves elſewhere : For he framed 
!his anſwer to each point in order, as it was ſerdown in the writing , 
and that with ſuch plainncſs and perſpicuity, that he gave all that 
were preſent to underſtand, rhar this Biſhop, though he had writen 
much, yet had he concluded nothing that might truly turn to the ad- 
vantage of the Church of Rome againſt his Afﬀertions : Then did 
Arnold requeſt, that foraſmuch as the Biſhops, and himſelf in the 
beginning of the conference , were bound to prove whatſoever they 
and by the Word of God only, it might now be impoſed upon 
the Biſhops, and Prieſts to make good their Maſs as they ling it, part 

| by part, to have been inſtituted by the ſon of God, and ſo uſed. by the 
| Apoſtles, &c. Bur the Biſnops were not able to prove that the 
\ Maſs, or any part of it was {v ordained or uſed , whereupon 
they were much diſcontented, and aſhamed. Arzold pro- 
ceeded to prove that it was not inſtituted by Chriſt or his Apo- 
ras For ( ſaid he) #f the Maſs were the holy Supper 1nſtituted by 
; our SaUiour, there would remain after the conſecration , that which was 11 
' the ſupper of our Lord, viz. Bread : But in the Maſs there 1s 20 bread; 
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—— Fob tranſubſtantiation the bread 1s vaniſhed, therefore the Maſs ts at | 
| the holy Supper of the Lord: ©&c. The Biſhops, Legats , Monks, and | 
Prieſts having nothing to anſwer to theſe things , retired chemſelves: | 
not being willing to here any more- and fearing leaſt theſe Goſpellers | 
ſhould work ſuch an impreſsion on the hearts of thole that were preſent, | 
as might ſhake their beliefe touching the Maſle , they defſolved the A- * 
flembly. Nich Vignerivs. | 

Between the years 1176. which was the time when this Inquiſition 
was firſt erected , to the year 1238. there was ſo great a hayock made 
of poor Chriſtians , that the Arch-Biſhops of 43x, Arles, and Narbonne, 
| being aſſembled at the requeſt of the ſaid Inquiſitors , to conferre with 
oa r-blectu- | them about divers difficulties inthe execution of their offices , had com- 

| paſſion of the great number that were accuſed & caſt into priſon,ſaying, 

ve hear that you have apprehended ſuch a multitude :f the Waldenſes that 

it is not only impoſſible to defray the charge of their food, but to provide lime 

and fone to build priſons for them , we therefore adviſe you to forbear this 

rigour till the Pope be adveriiſed , and direft what he will have done in this 

| caſe , &c. Yetnotwithſtanding all this cruelty , there was in the year 

1260, according to the report of George Morrel in his memorials , 

. 54. aboveeight hundred thouſand perſons tht made profeiſionof the 
taith of the Waldezſes. 

Beſides the Churches that they had in Yalentinois , where their faith 
was propagated from the father to the ſon, their religion ſpread alſo 
beyond the Alps into the valley of Pragela, within the jurifdidtion of 
the Arch-Biſhop of Tri», from whence were peopled the Waldenſian 
Valleys of Piedmont,Ls Perouſe,S. Martain, Angrogne, 8c,This valley of 
Pargela was one of the ſafeſt retiring places that the WValdenſes had,being 
environed on all fides with mountains almoſt inacceſſible , into the |' 
caves whereof they retired themſelves in the times of perſecution : and 
though they were weakned on all {ides,environed with enemies, and in 
danger of being apprehended if they looked but forth of their doors;yet 
; | Their godly | was there never any wordly reſpec that had power to alter their holy 
lives, reſolution from the father to the ſonne,to ſerve God, taking his Word 
for the rule of their faich, 8 his Law for th: rule of their obedience:yea, 
| no ſooner were-the infants weaned from their mothers breaſts, bur their 

parents took a ſingular delight to inſtruct them in the Chriſtian faith. 
Good Paſtors, There Paſtors alſodid not only preach to them on the Sabbath daies, 
| but went in the week daies to inſtruct them 1n the villages and hamlets, 
not C paring themſelyes for the roughneſle of the rocks, the coldnefle of 
| | the ayr , and the craggineſle of the country , where they were fain to 
; climbe up high mountains to viſit their flocks. 

There was alſo holy Diſcipline exerciſed amongſt them: The people 
praied with fervency at night when they went to their reſt , and in the 
morning before the went about their labour: They had Schools wherein | 
| their children were taught and nurtured. 

Perſecution | B t whileſt they thus buſily ſought the advancement of Gods glory, 
raiſed, andtheir own ſalvation, the devil raiſed up a perſecution againſt them , 
| JN. Anno , 
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eAnno 1380, by a Monk Inquiſitor, called Francs Boralli , who hada 
commiſſion toenquire after the waldexſes in Aix,Arles, Ambrun,Yieae, 
' Geneva, Anbone, Savoy, the Yenetiay County, the Principality of orenge, 
; the City of Avignion,8c. which commiſſion he received from Pope Cle- 
| ent the ſeventh. 
) This Monk cited to appeare before him at Ambruz , all the Inhabi- 
tants of Fraſſiniere, Argentire , and of the valley Pute upon pain of ex- 
communication : but rhey appeared not, whereupon they were con- 
demned of contumacy , and excommunicated - and for the ſpace of 
\ thirteen years, as he caught any of them , he delivered them up to the (e- 
| cular power to be burnt at Grezeble, the number of whom was an hun- 
; dred and fifty men, divers women, with many of their ſons and daugh- 
[ters beſides about eighty perſons of Argentire, 

The Inquiſitors alſo adjudged to themſelves two pars of all their 
| 800ds, and the third part to the temporal powers : they forbad all their 
| bordering neighbours alſo to aſſiſt , receive, vilit, or detend them or to 
{ converſe with them in any ſort upon pain of being attainted,and puniſh- 
| ed as favourers of Hereticks, cc. | 
/ The Waldexſes of the valley of Prageia, Anno 1400. were aſſaulted 
| by their enemies on the ſide of Suſa inP:edmont: but moſt of their aſſaults 
| provedin vain, becauſe theſe WVald?nſes retired into the high moun- 
cains , hiding themſelves in the caves and hollow places thereof , from 

whence they much endamaged thoſe that came to affail them. Their 
| enemies ſeing this , came upon them in the depth of winter , when 
thoſe poor people never ſuſpected it, all the mountains being covered 
over with ſnow : and thereupon they retiredinto the higheſt mountain 
of allthe Alps, together with their wives and children ,the mothers 
{ Carrying ſome in their cradles , and leading others by the hand : yet the 
| enemy followed them till night, and ſlew many before they could 


recover the mountain : and they which were ſo lain had the betrer } 


j__ : tor night coming on , theſe poor people being in the ſnow , 
| without any meanes to make a fire for their infants, many of them were 
({benummed , andin the morning above eighty of them were frozen to 
| death in their cradles , and moſt of their mothers died alſo , and divreſe 
others were giving up the laſt gaſp : The enemies lay all night in theſe 
peoples houles , which they ranſacked and pillaged , and fo returned to 
| Suſa , but by the way , meeting with a poor W aldenſian woman ,they 
banged her upon a tree, and fo departed. 
| The P7aldenfes of the valley of Fraſſiniere, were greatly perſecuted 
: by the Arch- Biſhop of Ambruz, Anno 1460. who made a Monk cal- 
' led Fohbs Yayleri his Commiſſioner againſt chem , which Monk pro- 
: ceeded with ſuch diligence and violence , that ſcarce any perſon could 
; eſcape his bands., bur that he was either apprehended for an Heretick , 
' Or a favourer of them, whereby many Papiſts ſuffered amongſt the reſt, 
; which cauſed them to petition King Lew# the eleventh of Fraxce, by 
; his authority to ſtay the courſe of that perſecution : and thereupon the 
' King wrote his Letter to the Governour of Dayphine , ſignifying , that 
whereas the Inquiſitors had daily ſent forth their proceſſe againſt many 
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poor people in thoſe parts without reaſonable cauſe, putting ſome to 
| the rack, and condemning them for matters whereof they were never 
guilty , and which they could not prove by any witneſfe : and of others 
they had exacted great ſums of money , and divers waies had unjuſtly 
vexed, and moleſted them : he therefore decreed that for the time to 
come all ſuch procefle ſhould be void, and of none effe&, nor any 
wrong done to them in body,goods, or good name, except there were 


1 any that obſtinacely maintained and affirmed any thing againſt the holy 


Catholicke Faith. 


this Edict , that he grew more violent by reaſon of the laſt clauſe , pre- | 
tending that he did not any thing contrary to the Kings precept , ſee- | 
ing they which were cited , appeared not to juſtifie themfelves, ec. He | 
alſo ſuborned many Prieſts , which were his own Officers, to depole , | 
that all they which had petitioned the King were 77 aldenſes : He allo 
hired one Fohn Pelegrin toaccuſe them for aſſembling themſelves in 
dark places to coinmit whoredom, ec. and then he ſent to the Court to 
juſtife himſelffrom the complaint made to the King againſt him. that 
he had perſecuted the FValdexſes rather out of covteouſneſs to ger their 
200ds , then out of zeal tothe (atholick Faith : bur this fingle witneſs 
prevailed bur lirle,ſecing there were many other who depoſed,that they 


had never ſeen any ſuch villany amongſt the Waldenſes, nor any the leaſt | 
appearance of the ſame. 

Yer did not the Archbiſhop ceaſe to proſecute them to the utter- 
moſt of his power, ſo that he cauſed moſt ot them to flie away , only one 
Tames Pateneri ſtood to it, averring before the Court that he was 
unjuſtly vexed, contrary to the Kings Letters , demanding a copy of 
the proceedings » that he might right himſelf by Law : i hereupou 
the Archbiſhop lefr him , and fell upon thoſe that wanted the like cou- 
rage , citing the Conſuls of Fraffintere to anſwer for themſelves , and 
al} the inhabitants of their valley : But they refuſed, ſaying , that they 
| had nothing to ſay before the Archbiſhop , ſeeing their cauſe was 
now depending before the King and his Council, proteſting againſt 
the Archbiſhops power , and demanding a copy of the Kings Letrer : 


menc on perſe-' the Archbiſhop died by the ſtroak of Gods juſtice , and ſo ended his 
[ Perſecution $ An7z0 Chrift x 487. 


But the Archbiſhop , notwithſtanging this proteſtation , ſent them to 
the fire, without any other indictment, | 
Yet the Lord left not this cruelty long unrevenged, for ſhortly after 


One villany of the Inquiſitor Yaleti may not be forgoten , which 


i 
| 


But the Arch-Biſhop was ſo far from ceaſing the perſecution upon 


was this : When he examined any of the Walderſes, Whether he be- | 
leeyed that the bread in the Sacrament, after the conſecration , was 


| changed into the reall and naturall body of Chriſt which hung upon 
| the croſſes If the Waldenſes anſwered, No ; he ſer down his anſwer 


Popiſh lies. | 


thus , That he beleeved not in God, When he asked, Whether we ought 

not to pray to Saints? If they anſwred , No ; he ſet down , That the 

railed npon , and ſpake evil of the Saints. When he enquired, Whether we | 
| ought 
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ought not to pray to the Virgin Mary in our neceffities? If they anſwer. © 
ed No; he ſer down, That they ſþake blaſphemy againſt the Virgin Mary, | 
&c. And by Gods providence theſe Records were kept in theArch-bith. 
| OP Of eAmbrurs houſe,till the City and their Records fell into the hands 
of the Proteſtants an hundred years after, and ſoGod brought all their | 
knavery to light. | 

Anno 1488, Pope 1nnecent the eight ſent Albert de capitaneis, Arch- 
| Deacon of Cremona againſt theſe Waldenſes, who craved aid of the 
| Kings Lieurenanc of Danphine , againſt them. This Lieutenant for his 
| ſervice levied troops of mcn,and at the Arch-Deacons requeſt,led them | Popith ſubcitry 
| againſt the /aldeſes in the yalley of Loyſe,and to colour his proceedings 

with a pretence of juſtice , he took a Counſellour of the Court along 

with hic, But when chey came to the valley, they found no inhabirants, 
for they were all retired into their Caves in the high mounrains, having | 
carried their little children, and all their proviſion of food with them. 
' Then did rhis cruel Lieutenant cauſe much wood to be laid to the | z,1uuc ug wy 
| mouths of the caves , and ſer it on fire, ſo that ſome were choaked with} elic.. 
| ſ\moak, others burnt with the fre, others caſt themſelves headlong from 
the rocks, and were broken in pieces ; and if any ſtirred out , they were 
preſcntly ſlain by the ſouldiers. | 

In this Perſecution , there were found within the Caves four hun- 
dred infants ſtifled in chetr cradles, orin the arms of their dead mo- 
thers- andinall , there periſhed above three thouſand men and women 
at that time , ſo that there were no inhabitants lefrin all that valley:. 
And to prevent the coming of any more of them thither,the Lieutenant 
geaveall their goods and poſlefiions ro whom he pleaſed. 

Then did he march againſt the Waldenſes of Pragela, and Fraſſa- 
| xzere , but they, providing for their own ſafety, attended him ar 'the | 
paſſages and narrow ſtraits of their vallies , ſo that he was forced to | The Lieure- | 
retire. hace repuited, 

After a while Albert de C apitaneis , being called to another place, 
he ſabſticuted a Franciſcay named Francis Plojeri, who Anno 1499. 
began anew to informe againſt the Waldenſes of Freſaniere, citing 
them to appeare before him at Ambrun, and for non-appearing , he ex- 
communicated them , and condemned rhem for Hereticks , to be de-| . i 
liverzd to the ſecular power , and ther? guods to be confiſcated ; and | 
tn this judgement , their afſifted one Poxce , a certain Counſellour of 
Dauphine, Theſe men afterwards caught two of their Paſtors | Fran- | | 
' cis Gerondip,and Peter Fames ] who being asked why the Waldenſes in- | Plain dealing, | 
; creaſed fo faſt . and ſpread ſo far; they anſwered , Becauſe the Peopiſh 
; Prieſts live ſo aiſſolmly , and becauſe the Cardinals are ſo covetous, proud 
' aud luxurious it being commonly known that there is neither Pape ; Cardi- | Popiſhun- 
' all, nor Biſhop ,but keeps his whores , and few or none but had their youths cleannefke. 
i for Sodomy beſides ; And therefore it is eaſie for the waldenſian Paſtors to 
| perſwade the people , that their religion could not be good , whoſe fruits were | 
| fo bad, &c | | 
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| This Perfecution grew exceeding hot, the Inquiſitor and Conncel- | 
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In Dauphiae. 


The weakneſſe 
1 of a woman, 


The innocen- 
cy of the Wal: 
denſes, 


or ſending as many as they could carch co the fire without admir- / 


ting any appeal: and ifany interceded for them, chough the father for | 
the childe , orthe child for the father , he was preſently commirted to 
priſon ,and indicted asa favourerof Herericks, 

Anno 1594. Anthoni Fabri , and Chriſtopher de Salience had ComiC- 
ſions ſent them from the Pope, to commence ſuit againſt the walder- | 
ſes in Dauphine , who apprehending the widow of one Peter Berand, 
they impriſoned , and oft examined her, and thereby drew from her 
whatever ſhe knew of the Aſſemblies of the Walderſes , of the perſons 
thar frequented them , andof the places and cimes of their meeting, 
which afterwards brought great trouble to the ſaid Churches of © hriſt, 
and of gain to the Inquiſitors. | 

King Lews the twelfth ſucceeding King Francis, Anno 1598, the 
inhabitants of Fraſſaxicre petitioned him to take ſome order for the reſti- 
tution of their goods, which by the Inquiſitors were deteined from'them. 
The King referred it tohis Chancelor , who procured 3 Commiſſary 
from the Poppe, and Commiſſioner from the King,to be ſent down to 
examinethe buſineſle; Theſe accordingly, having examined divers wit- 
neſſes againſt the VV aldezſes, and finding their innocency, did ar laſt ab- 
ſolve them; the Kings Commiſſoner publickely protefling , thath:e de- 
firedto be bur as good a Chriſtian as the worſt of thoſe of Fraſſaniere 
were: and returning to the King, they made report to him of thar which 


Ce I SS OS nth. Es Ar AE 


Popifh ſubtilry 
and injultice, 


they had done: The King thereupon ordered that the goods ofthe W al- 
denſes ſhould be reſtored- | | 
When the Kings order came to Awbrun , it was the opinion of moſt 
men, that ſeeing moſt of theſe goods were in the poſſeſſion of the 
Arch-Biſhop , that therefore he ſhould givea good example in begin- 
ing.to reſtore them , but the Arch-Biſhop anlwered , that the goods 
which heheld were annexed to his Arch-Biſhoprick, and incorporated 
ro his Church and , therefore it was out of the Kings juriſdiction , and 
he did not beleeve that the King would meddle therein : Yer being 
willing to pleaſe the King, he profered to reſtore them their Vineyards, 
provided that the Lords ot Dauphize would reſtore the goods which 
they had ; but there was not one that would reſtore what they had ſo 
unjuſtly gotten,ſo that the poor people where wholly fruſtrated of their 
expectation. | 
Then did the ſummon the Arch-Biſhop and thoſe refuſers before 
the King , but theſe great ones having more friends and favour at 
Court, then the poor people had, their excuſe was admitted , which 
was , that they could not reſtore the goods, before the Pope had ab- 
ſolved thoſe of Fraffaniere from the ſentence of excommunication” 


Anno 1560, The Preſident of Provence made a ſpeech tothe aſſembly 
of Eſtates to root out theſe Waldenſes : Whereupon they raiſed an 
Army for the effeRing of it ; but as ſoon as the men were in Arms , 
it pleaſed God, by the death of King Francis , to putan end to that | 
delign , whereby the W aldenſian Churches in Danphine enjoyed peace, 


| 
and were well furniſhed with godly Paſtors, who held them in the = | 
7 erciſe 
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erciſe of religion , though they were in continuall danger of being per- 


\ ſecured to the death for the ſame. * | 

| The Waldenſes in Davphine, many years before being multiplyed, ſo 
(chat thecountrey could not feed them, diſperſed themſelves abroad 
{ into divers parts, whereof ſome went into. Piedmont , who lived in 
| great love with thoſe of Da+phine, and though they were alwaie sop 
preſſed with troubles , yer with hearty love and charity , they ever- 
{uccoured one another,not ſparing theirlives and goods for their mutuall 


1 = 
| conlervation. 


The firſt Perſecution in Piedmont were occaſioned by the Preiſts , 
who complained to the Arch-Biſhop of Terin, that theſe peoplelived | 
\nor according to the manner and belief of the Church of Rome; that 
| they offered not for the dead, cared nor for Maſles , Abſolutions ,orto 
'get any of. theirs out of the pains of Purgatory , exc. Hereupon the 
| Arch-Biſhop perſecuted them, complaining of them to their Princes 
'ro make them odious : But the Prince enquiring of their neighbours, 
| heard that they were of a good converſation , tearing God , without 
deceit or malice, loving plain dealing , alwaies readv to ſerve their 
/ Prince with alacrity , &c. He therefore purpoſed not to moleſt them ; 
But the Prieſts and Monks gaining nothing by their belief , charged 
'th:m with an infinite number of calumnies , and ever and anon catch- 
{ ing one or other of them , they delivered them to the Inquiſitors, and 
the Inquiſitors to the executioners, fo that there was ſcarce a Town 
or City in Ptedmont, wherein ſome of them had not been pur to death. 

At Turin one of them had his bowels torn out of his belly , and pur 

intoa baſon before his face , and then was he cruelly martyred, 

Art Revel in the Marquiſat of Salaces , one Catelin Girard being on 
[the block whereon he ſhould be burnt , requeſted his Executioner to, 
| five him two ſtones , which'he refuſed ro do , fearing leaſt he would 
{throw them at ſome oody , bur heproteſting the contrary, ar laſt they 
'gave him two ſtones , which he held in bis hands ,-and-ſaid. ,4F/hent ſhall 
have eaten theſe ſtones , then ſhall you ſee an endof our Religion; fowhich 
you now put me to death , and lo he threw them on the ground, and died 
cheerfully. 
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In Piedmont, 


Love, 


Popiſh malice. | 
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Piedmont, 
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Cat.Girard, 


Thus they burnt many of them ia the fire, till 4zzo 1488, and then 


'they reſolved to affault them by open force , becauſe they ſaw that 
\otherwiſe they ſhould never be able ro extirpate them : belides, their 
conſtant ſufferings converred many to the faith, Hereupon they levied 

an Army of eighteen thouſand men, beſides many inhabitants of Pjed- 
; 72048 , Who ran to the pillage fromall parts, Theſe marched all at once 
; tO Argrogre, Lucerne , La Perouſe, 8c. Thcy raiſed alſo forces in Dau- 
; phize , where with they over-ran the Valley of Pragela, ſo that they be- 
'1ng put to defend themſelves, could not affiſt their friends in Piedmont. 
| But the enemy by this diviſion of his forces , being weakned , was every 
{ where beaten, eſpecially in the Valley of Azerogye, where the Y/Yal- 
i denſians having been informed of the levies of their enemies againſt 


' them , prepared themſelves to receive and refiſt them , keeping 


Popiſh malice. 
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the ſtrait paſſages, where ferv men might defend themſelves againſt | 


many. | 
They defended themſelves with long Targets of wood, whereby | 
they covered themſelves from the hurt of their enemies arrows. Whilſt | 
they were thus bickering with their enemies , the women and children | 
upon their knees cried out , O God help ws. The enemies made them- | 

Projere ſelves merry with this fight, and amongſt chem,one Capr. Saquer, who | 
Profanenefſe, | aS he was imitating the woman, was ſlain , and tumbled down intoa ve- | 


- {| Ajuſt judge- | ry deep valley. | 


__— Another Captain , crying out to the women in deriſion , was killed 
with the ſhot of an arrow in-the throat. Hereupon the ſouldiers be- 
| took themſelves all to their heels, and the greateſt part ſlew themſelves, 
by tumbling down from the rocks. | | | 
Another providence of God was this , that the enemies approaching : 
to the ſtongeſt entrance by nature , might their have fortified them- 
—_— prout» | ſelves ,and ſo made themſelves maſters of that Valley : Burt God fent 
am | fothickacloud, and darka fog, that they could ſcarce ſee one ano- - 
ther , whereby they wanted opportunity to diſcover their advantage , | 
and therefore departed 2 which the YYaldenſes ſeeing , couragicuſiy 
Gods judge- | purſued them , and by that means the enemy being diſperſed , and nor | 
fecurors Per- | ſeeing which waies they went , the greateſt part fell headtong down | 
the mountains, quitting their arms and booty which they had gotten | 
| attheir firſtentrance into the Valley , by which means the waldezſes | 

| recovered it again, 


—4 . 
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Then it pleaſed God to move the Princes heart ( which was Philip 

the ſeventh , Duke of Savoy ; and Lord of Piedmozt ) with pity towards 

Gods mercy. ' theſe poor people , ſaying , That he wonld not hate that people which ' 
had been alwaies true , faithfull and oledient to him , to te unjudtly 
deftroyed by Arms ; being content that rwelve of the Principal! | 
ſhould come to him to P7gzerol to crave pardon for all the reſt, for ra- | 
king arms in their own defence , without his authority : Theſe he cn- ! 
; tertained lovingly, forgiving all that was paſt, during the warre, And | 
having been informed that all their children were born with black | 
throats , with foure rows of teeth, aud all hairy , he cauſed ſome of | 
| them to be brought to him, and ſecing them fair and perte creatures, | 
| he was much diſpleaſed with himfelt for beleeving ſo caſfily the reports 
which were brought to him againſt them, giving command that none | 
| ſhould hereafter moleſtrhem , but har they ſhould enjoy all the pri- | 
| viledges which they reſt of hisſubjects in Pedmozt did. | 


$landers. 


Notwithſtanding which , the Monks Inquifitors daily ſent out pro- | 
ceſſe againſt them , lay in wait for them , and as they could aprehend | 
any of them , delievered them over to the ſecular power. This Perſe- 
cutionlaſted to Ano. 1532. at which time the zaldexſes ordered that 
_ | there exerciſes of religion ſhould be performed no more in covert , as 
Zeoie'and cour- | Formerly they had been, but in publick , that every one might know 
ageth, them,and that their Paſtorsſhould preach the Goſpell openly,not fear. 

| ing any perſecution that might happen unto them, I 
Bp 
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The prince being advertiſed hereof, was highly offended with 
' them, and thereupon cauſed one of his Commanders to haſt with his| percuron 
, Troops unto the {ard Vallies, which was performed with ſuch dili- | renucd. 
i Zence , that he was entred with five hundred horſe and Foot , before 
| they were aware, ranſacking, plundering and waſting all before them. 
; Thendid the waldeyſes leave their ploughs , putting themſelves into | 
- paſſes ,and with their ſlings charged their enemies with ſuch multi- 
; rudes of itones , that they were conſtraned to flic, and to abandon their 
; prey, many remaining dead uponthe ground. 
This news was preſently carried tothe Prince , and withall he was | 

told, that theſe people were not to be ſubdued with Arms,they know- 
; Ing bettter rhe {traits of their Country, then the aſſailants, and rhar 
| che skin of one of the Waldexſes would coſt him the lives of a dozen of 
| his other ſubjects : where upon he vſed Arms no more againſt them , 
but as anyot ch em was caught in Piedmont , he putthem rodeath , it . 
they changed nottheir bclict. 

Notwithſtanding with rigour , they perſiſted in their reſolution, 
and that things might be carried on inthe better order, they aſſembled 
out of all their Vallies ro Angrogre , Anno 1535. viz, the heads of | 
all their families , withrheir Paſtors, where they heard that their bre- | 
thren of Provence , and Dauphize had ſent two of their Paſtors , George | - 
Morrell, and Peter Maſſon into Germazy , to confere with Oecolampadius | 
Bucer ,and others, about their relief , which they had held from fa- 
ther to ſon, time out of minde. Where alſo the Germaze Divines ac- 
knowledged that God had been very mercitull and gracious to them , 2 
in preſerving them undefiled , in the midft of ſo many ſuperſtitions bo x7. | 
which had defiled all Chriſtendom under the tyranny of Antichriſt ; 
encouraging and exhorting them not to bury thoſe Talents which 
| God had given them : onely they blamed them for — {o long to 

make a publick profeſſion of their adhering to the Goſpel, and can- 
ſing it to be preached publickly , leaving the ſucceſs to God , ec. 
Then were the Letters of Oecolampalius and Bucer , which they ſent 
to them ,-openly read , together with the Propoſitions anc Articles of 
Religion which they had agreed upan, which were all approved,fign- 
ed and ſworn to by all the afliſtants with one conſent , to perform , S 
ſcrve, belecve and retain amongſt them inviolably , as being confor- 
mable to the Doctrime which they had been taught from their fore- | 
fathers for many hundted years , and all taken out of the Word 
| of god. 

When this Agreement came abroad tothe cars of the Prieſts, they 
were much aſtontthed , deſpairing to {ce theſe people reclauned and 
brought back to the Church of Rome ; whereupon they retired from 
amoneg(t chem without ſpeaking a word. 

The waldenſes, becauſe rhey had only the, New Teſtament and ſome | ,_ 
books of the old , amongſt them in the Waldenſran Tongue, reſol- | 
| ved ſpeedily to fend the whole Bible to the Preſs , all their books hi- 

therto being but Manuſcripts , and thoſe but a few. They ſent _ | 
ore 
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vidence. 
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Perſecution, 
renewed. 


Profanenefſe. 


fore ſome to Newcaſtle in Suitzerland, where they gave 1500. Crowns 
in gold to a Printer , who brought to light the firit Impreſſion of the | 
They ſent alſo to Geeta to 
make a large ſupply of books fit for the inftruftion of the people ; 
bur their mefſenger,as he paſſed over the hill de Gap,was apprehended 


FrbÞgch Bible that was ſeen in Fraxce. 


for a ſpy bythe Lord of Champelroz, and as ſoon as they knew him to 
be a waldenſian,they ſent him to Grezople,where he was firſt impriſon- 


his belief before the people. 

Shortly after there happened warres between King Francis the firſt, 
and the Princes of P;edmont,which, through Gods grace , turned to the 
great peace and quict of theſe poor people ; which peace continu- 
edtill Pope Pay! the third follicircd the Parliament of Twriz to perſe- 
cute them as pernictous Heyeticks : Whereupon the Parliament cauſed 
2 great number of them to be burnt at Turi2. Then theſe walderſes 
petitioned the King thatthey might nor be perſecuted for their Religi- 
on, inwhich they and rheir Anceſtors had lived for many hundred 
years, Butthe King reicted their petition, commanding them to 
live according to the Laws of the Roman Church , upon pain of being 
puniſhed as Hereticks : adding , that he did not burn the Lutherans 
through his whole Kingdom of Frazce , to Jet them amongſt the «.21ps 


| 


ed; and then in the night drowned in the river, leaſthe ſhould ſpeak of | 


| 


| 


eſcape. 


{ 


Hereupon the Parliament of Tur commanded them preſently to | 
ſend away all their Miniſters , and receive the Prieſts ro ſing Maſe. | 
&c. To which they anſwered ,rhat they covld not receive any ſuch 
commandment , it being contrary to Gods Word , whom they would 
rather obey thenmen, Bur through Gods mercy, the King had other 
imploiments elſewhere ; whereby they wanted leaſureto proſecute 
theſe ſervants of Chriſt , and therefore rhey only proceeded by the In- 
quiſirion, recetving ſuch as the Monks condemned ro the fire. 

Anno 1555. They increaſedthe perſecution , condemning to the 
fire Bartholmew HedGor a Stationer , to be executed at Tyr/z, who dicd 
with admirable conſtancy, and ſo cditying the ſpeCtators , that rhey 
wept and compaſſionated him , jultitying him in their ſpeeches, and 


praying for bim. Hereupon the Parliament re{olved wholly to extir- 
pate them,and for that end ſent rwo men with authority, either to re- 
form, or root them out. 

Theſe perſons went firſt to Peroyſe , where by Proclamation in the 
Kings name , they command all to go to Maſle upon pain of looſing 
their lives. Then they went to Pigporol, where they cited many to ap- 
pear before them: and amongſt others, a us {imple labouring man 
appeared, whom the Prefident commanded to have his childe re-bap- 
zed by a Prieſt : The man requeſted reſpite to pray to God before 


the anſwered him, which with great laughter was granted : Then fal-| 


ling down on his knees, Ite prayed unto God, and when he had done , | 
he ſaid tothe Preſident ; I will cauſe my child to be rebapriſed , up- | 
on condition that you will give me a bill, figned with your own hand, | 

- that 
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| that you will diſchargeme of the fin which Iſhall commit hereby, and | Prudence. + 
| bear one day before God the puniſhment ' and condemnation which | 
| 


ſhould befall me for the ſame, taking this iniquity upon you and yours: 
The Preſident hearing this, commanded him out of his preſence , and | 
preſſed him no turrher. 
The Preſident framed diverſe Indiments againſt ſundry perſons in | 
the Vallies, and collected whatſoever he thought might hurt them : P 
' and going to one of their Churches,he cauſed a Monk,that he broughr by 
along with him , to preach in the preſence of the people ; and when | 
| he had ended , the people deſired that ſome one of their Paſtors 
there preſent might anſwer his diſcourſe , but that was dcnied by the 
Preſident , whercupon there was fuch a murmur amongſt the people , 
that the Preſident , without any more ſpeech, gat him away to Turin, 
where he reported all to the Parliament , and withall cold them, thar | 
{if they ſought by violence ro reclaime this people.they were reſolued 
!to dctend themſelves; and thar the places of their abode, were of {uch 
{trength , that itwas a work for a King of Fraxceto root them our. 
| Thereupon , this report and the Indidtments were ſent to the King , 
who having other occaſions , returned no anſwer that year : Only the 
Inquifitors proceeded as they could catchany , to deliver them to the EROS 
{ fccula r power. | « 
Ar the years end , the King commanded the Parliament to cauſe 
| chem to dohar by force , which they would not by words be brought | Pop;ſh malice. 
'ro. Thendid the Parliament ſend the Preſident again to Apxgrogze , 
' where he commanded them in the name of the King , ro go to Maſſe | 
. upon pain of forfeiting their lives and goods ; but they anſwered , that 
' they conld not obey tuch commands againſt the command of God. 
| Then he commanded that twelve of the Principal of them , together 
: with all cheir Miniſters and Schoolmaſters , ſhould preſently yeeld up | 
|rheir bodies tothe priſons of Turiz , &c. They anſwered , that they | 
| could not obey that command or appear at Tur, becauſethey ſhould | 
'chereby endanger their lives. The Parliament was ſo incenſed at this | 
{ anſwer, that as many as they could-apprehend , they burnt , amongſt I 
| whom was Jeffery Varzegle Miniſter of Angrogne , Anno 1557. j- | 
' whoſe death che people that were preſent were much edified, ſeeing | 
[his conſtancy of invocating God to the laſt. | 
The Proteſtant Princes of Germazy hearing of this great Perſecuti- 
on, interceded intheir behalf to King Hezry the ſecond of Fraxce. | Ji German 
| Who promiſed to have regard to this requelt of theirs , and indeed | ceds 9 a 
| they enjoyed peace afterwards , till the peace was concluded betwixr 
\ the Kings of Fraxce and Sparz , and that the Duke of Sauoy was reſto- 
; red to his Eſtate , which was Ano 1559. The year atter, the Popes 
| Nuntio reproved the Duke, for that with all his power he had not per- 
ſecuted the Waldenſes, and that it he did not now endeavour to reduce 
them torhe Romiſh Church , or to root them our ,his Holineſle ſhould| , 1. 
' have cauſe to ſuſpect that he wasa favourer of them. Hereupon the : _ 
' Duke preſently commanded them to go to Maſs,upon the pain " their | 
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lives : Bur the not obeying him he {ct upun them by open force!, | 
and yctarthe ſame time, he cauſed them ro be purſucad by the Monks | 
Inquiſitors alſo : So that a great Perſecution was raiſed againſt the | 
poor Chriſtians : Some were taken and burnt , who ſhewed invincible 
conſtancy in all their corments and death, | 
Torecite all the ourrages , crueltics and villanies practiſed againſt | 
them , would be too redious : Many fled , and their houſes and goods 
wereranfacked and ſpoiled: One of their Miniſters was apprehended, 
and put toa ſhametull and crucll deerh,bur he ſhewed ſuch admirable | 
patience therein , as aſtobiſhed his very adverſaries. Some alſo were | 
raken and ſent to be Gally-ſlaves:Yer ſome,through weakneſs,ycelded | 
Humane infr- | © the adverſaries , and were more cruelly handled then thoſe that re- | 
mity. mained conſtant in the truth. | | 
Three of the moſt cruel! perſecutors of theſe faithfull ſervants of | 
Jeſus Chriſt, were, firſt Thomas Facomel a Monk, an Apoſtate, that had | 
renounced the knowntrurh , and perſecured mortally and maliciuuſly 
the poor'Chriſtians againſt his own con'ctence : he was a whoremon- 


| ger, and given over roall villanies , and filthy living, a Sodomite, &c. 
| his delight was to {poi}, rob, and torment the caprives of theſe waldez- 
ſes.Theſecond was a collaterall,called (o47s,who inthe examination 
of the. priſoners was very rigorous, and burnt many of them : bur in 
| the end feeling a remorſe in his conſcience, he proteſted that he would 
/ meddle with them no more: T hethird was the Proveſt of Juſtice,who 
lay in wait in the high waics toapprehend them when they went 
| abroad in the morning , or as they went to rhe Marker. 

The Monks alſo of P/2zorcl vexed the Churches near about them 

Popiſh malice. ' gricvouſly, ſome they took priſoners, and kept them in their Abbies ; 

| rhen they aſſembled a company of Ruffians , ſending them to ſpoil the 

Churches, and to take pritoners, men, women, and childen; ot whom 

ſome by rorments they torced to abjure,orhers they ſent to the Galleys 

; others they burner. 

; Thegentlemen of the valley of S.cMHartiz vexed their tenants grie- 
voully : ſpoiling ſome of their goods , impriſoning others, and vexing 
them by all means : Two of thoſe gentlemen gerting ſome Ruffiansto 
chem inthe night time , {cr upon a village called Reaclaret , which the 

; Inhabirants perceiving , fled into the mountains covered with ſnow , 

; naked, and wichour victuals : in the morning theſe villains took a Mi- 

 niſter of chat Valley,who was coming to viſit theſe people of Rexclarer, 

| and burn him : buc three nights after they of P7agela , pitying thcir 

A ſpecial pro-) Friends of Rezclaret, ſent four hundred 'men againſt the Rufhans , who 

om foughr wirhthem, and withourthe loſle of one man,purthem to flight, 

7 reſtored their friends to their houſes. 

Avcarafter,one of theſe gentlemen called Truchet, with a company 
of Rufhians, arrefted the Miniſter of Repclaret, as he wasat his ſermon: 
bur the people were ſo moved ar his ourragious dealing,eſpecially the | 
women , thar they had almoſt ſtrangled Truchet , and ſo canvaſcd the i 
teſt of his company, that they had no minde to come any more. 

Shortly 


A great perſe- 1 
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Shortly afccr they rook anocher Miniſter as he was going to preach 
in a parttha mile from his houſe, bur the people hearing of ir,{peedi- 
ly purſucd them,and recovered their Miniſter again;bur when the vil- 
lains ſaw that they were like to loſe their prey,they ſo wounded him, 
chat they left him for dead. 

| The Monks of P:gerol ſent ſome Rufhans by night ro the Miniſters 
j houſe of $.Germain, who were conducted by a Traitor that knew the 
houſe, and formerly had frequented it ; this fellow knocking at the 
dour, and the Miniſter knowing his voice, opened the door, bur per- 
ceiving himſelf to be betrayed, he fled at a back-door,yer was quickly 
| taken,and ſorely wounded, notwichſtanding which,they pricked him 
with halberds to haſten his pace, as they carried him away : they alſo 
flew and hurt many others: The Miniſter,atter ſore impriſonment, en- 
dured a cruel death with much conftancy:at his death: the Inquiſitors 
cauſed two poor women that they kepr in priſon, to carry taggors to 
bura him, and to ſay to him theit Paſtor, Take thrs,thou wicked Heretick; 
in recomperce of that paughty Dofrine that thou haſt taught us : To whom 
herepiied, eA'» good women, T have taught you well , but you have learn 
ed 1, 

Invrict, they fo perſecuted theſe poor people, thar they forced 
them to for{:kerheir houſes, and ro fly into tne mountains, looſing all 
ther citaces, ſo chat many that had lived well, and telieved others , 
were now {ain to crave relief and ſuccour of others; 

The Monks with their Troops of Rufhans continued thus to moleſt 
and perſecuce theſe poor people, They asked of their Miniſters, whether 
tt were nor lawfull for them to defend themſel ues agatnſt ſuch violence? 
The Miniſters anſwered, that it was, only they adviſed them to avoid 
blood-ſhed as much as might be. This queſtion being reſolved, rhey 
of Luſerne and Angrogne ſent ſome to aid their friends of St. Germain 
againſt the Monks, 

In Fuze, divers of theſe waldenſes went out into the country to reap 
their harveſt, and in ſundry places were all raken priſoners,not know- 


| they all eſcaped out of priſon, to the great aſtoniſhment of their ad- 
verſaries. Ar the ſame time alſo, others who had been long in pri- 
ſon,and longed for nothing but death,through Gods providence, were 
delivered after a wonderful forr. 

In Fuly,they of eA-grogre being at their harveſt on the hill ſide of 
St. Ge-marne,perceived a company of ſouldiers that were ſpoiling the 
inhabitants of St. Geymarn z whereupon they made an out-cry, upun 
which the people of eAngrogze ran preſently thicher-ward , fome by 
the vallcy, others over the monntain : they which went by the valley 


a great overthrow ; ſome wete hurt, others drowned, and but few 


hardly eſcaped ; not one of Angrogze being hurr in the fight. 


ing of each others calamity, but God ſo wrought, chat miraculouſly | 


being above fitry men, met with the ſpoilers, who were a hundred and | 
ewenry men well appointed, with whom they fought, and gave them } 


The Monks were ſo affrighted with rhis defeat, that rhey ran _ 
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| Popiſh ſabtilcy.] brethren which werc impritoned in the Abb Y. 


FD | 

from their Abbcy to Prgrerol, to ſave thcir Reliques and Images | 
| which they carried thither ; and 1t the Munilters would have ſuffered | 
their people to have atrempred ir, they might caſily have freed their 


After this theſe Monks, being aftiſted by a Captain, took many of 
rhe inhabirants of thev alley of Zyſerze priſoncrs,ſpoiling their goods, 
driving away their Cartel ; and in the end ranſomed them for great 
ſumms of moncy, 
About this time a Gentleman of Campillaz promiſed his Netghbours 
that if they would give him thirty Crowns, he would ſecure them 
againſt rrouble;zbur when he had gor the money, he cauſed ſome ſoul- 
diers to come to his houſe, and in the night ſending for the poor men 
which ſulpe&ed no danger, he trayrerouſly endeavoured to deliver 
them into the hands of thcir mortal encmics : but God, who ſuccours 
his in their greateſt neceſſity, diſcovered to one of them the danger | 
they were in, whereby they all fled,and eſcaped. R 
Then were ſtrict comman.s ſent through all the Country to baniſh 
all the #aldenſes, together with the Goſpel,out of the mountains and 
vallies of Piedmount;but the people ſtill defired that they might have 
| leave to ſerve God purely .iccording to the Rules of the Word, 
Inthe end of Offer, a rumour was ſpread abroad, thatan Army 
was raiſing wholly to deſtroy them: yea, and tuch maletaQtors as were 
in priſons or banithed,were pardoned,upon condition that they ſhould 
take arms todeſtroy the walderſes : Hereupon the Miniſters met toge- | 
; ther to conſult what was to be done in ſo greatan extremity. And firſt | 
they enjoyed a general and publick Faſt ro ſeek unto God for Di- 
reCtion, and in the end concluded that they ſhould not defend them- 
ſelves by arms, bur that torſaking their houſes, and ta king their beſt 
movables with them, they thould retire unto the high mountains, bur 
if their enemies purlued them rhither, that then they ſhould take 
ſuch adviſe as God ſhould plcaſe to give them. | 
This Counſel all the people ſubmiried ro,and for eight days ſpace, 
were as buſic as Ants in ſummer, to remove their goods and provili- 
ons, which though they did in great danger, yer with great courage 
and alacriry, praiſing God and iinging Pſalms, every one cheering up 
unother. But other Miniſters hearing of this reſolutton,wrote to them | 
that they thought itſtrange thar in ſuch an extream neceſfity, they | | 
ſhould nor rather reſolve to detend rhemſclves againſt violence, pro- | 
ving that it was lawfull for them ſo to do,to defend the true Religion, 
| and the lives of themſclves, wives and children, knowing thar it was 
not the Duke,but the Pope thar thus ſtirred him up againſt them, 

| During this time, their Adverſaries cryed _— » but To the fire 
with them, to the fire with them, and preſently by proclamations ſer up 
every where, Angregne was expoſed to the fire and ſword : The 

Army alſo approached totheir borders, and the people retired into | 

the mountains : But when they ſaw ſome horſe-men not only ſpoiling 
their goods, but taking ſomeof their brethren priſoners, they came| 


back 


— 


—— 
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| back, and ſctupon them, in which bickering ſome of the enemies 
| were{lain,and the rel retired to their camp z not one of the waldesſes\ 
| was {lain or hurt. But two of theſe horſemen that fled , galloping 
| away before the reſt, when they came neer to the Army, cryed our, | 
' They come , they come: Whercupon the whole Army was ſvaſtoniſhed, —_— _ 
' thatevery man fied away , none purſuing, and the Caprain could nor | 
all thar day get them into order agali. 
| The nextday the Army under the Lord of Ty1uity , was muſtered | 
'in a meddow, near to Argrogie ; They ot rhe Town had ſent ſome to | 
| ſtop the paſſages that the Army ſhould not enter, and in the mean time 
they retired into the meddow of Toure , not expecting the Army ſo 
ſoon,ſo that there were but few that kepr the Paſſages , bur when 
thoſe few perceived their enemies preparing themſelvesto fight, they 
all fell down upon their knees , praying earneſtiy unto God to pity 
them , and not to look on their fins , but on the cauſe that they main- 
| cained, to turn the hearts of their enemies , and ſo to worke that there 
might be no effuſion of bloud , bur if it were his will to take them, 
| their wives and infants our of this world , chat it would pleaſe him 
mercitully ro reccive them into his Kingdome. Thetr prayers being 
ended, they perceived their enemies to come through the Vines to 
win the top ot the mountain : Whereuponthe combar began in divers 
places ,and continued untill night : The poor waldexſes being but few, 
{ and only armed with flings and croſs-bows, were much oppreſſed by 
| the multitudes of their enemies, ſo that at laſt they retired to the top | 
of the mountain , where they defended themſelves till night. But | 
| having found a place wherethey might withſtand theic enemies , they 
turned again and {lew divers of them. | 

AtEven the enemies began to encamp themſelves , which the al- 
denſes perceiving , they tell to prayer , defiring God to affiſt and fuc- 
cour them, for which the enemies flouted and laughed them to ſcorn. | Profaneneſs, 
| The poor people deviſcd toſend a Drum into a valley hard by; and as 
they were at prayer , the Drum beatup inthe valley ; whereupon the 
Lord of Triarty cauſed his fouldiers to retreat , whichwas a great ad-| a ,c;al pro- 

vantage to the walgexſes , who were weary , thirſty , and in great pe- | vidence: 
rill it God by this meanes had not given thein ſome reſt : Of the al- 
dexſes there were but three ſlain, but many of their enemies, and more 
hurt , of whom tew recovered. 

This combat much encouraged the aldeſes, and as much terrified 
{their cnemies , who in their rerrear,burnt many houſes , and deſtroyed 
i the Wines that were inthe Preſſe. | 
{ Thendid the Lord of Ty/zty encamp in the vally of Zyſerne , by a 
| Village ,» the people whereof had alwaies hated the waldeyſes , and 

much rejoyced at this hurt that was now done to them, but they were| A juſt reward. 
paid back in their own coyn , being all deſtroyed by the Army. | 
| Then did the Lord of. Tr;zity place four Gariſons in four ſeverall 
; Fortrefles, fo that the poor waldenſes found themſelves ina ſea of 
! troubles : VWhereupon they firſt betook themſelves to prayer , then 
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{ent to their friends for aid , who ſcnt them all thatrhey could make. 
|Then did the Lord of 7r:zity ſend his Army to Y7llars and Tailleret : | 
The lefler pare went towards /7llars ; the people {ceing their enemies | 
approaching , called upon God with fervent prayer , then ſetupon 
their enemies , {lew ſome , hurt others , and the reſt led. The other | 
company going towards Tazlleret , theyof that pJace were but tew in | 
number , yet making their prayers to God , and commending their 

cauſe ro him, they ſer valiantlyupon their enemies ; during which | 
bickering , they of Y7llars , encouraged by their late ſuccels , came to 

| help their friends , and ſcr fo Juſtily upon their enemies, that they put | 
(them ro flight: but in the purſuir of them hey tcll into an ambuſh, and | 
were environed by their enemtes , yet, through Gods mercy , they all 


A ſpeciall pro- _ ; | 
viderce. eſcaped without the loſſe of one man z on the enemics fide there | 
were ſo many {lain , that they were laid together by whole Cart- | 
loads. 


Another party of the enemies going to ſpoil a rich mans houſe,ſome 
of his neighbours , not being above ſeventy, ſerupon them , put them 
{to flight, took away their Drum, and recovered their booty from 
them. 
Then did the Lord of Tr:zity ſend ro them , telling them how 
much the Duke and his Dutcheſle favourcd them, and promiſed him- 
| ſelfe to mediate for them that they might live in peace: But whileſt by 
! theſe prerences , he ſought to make them ſecure , he ſent part of his 
Army to getthe hill of Tazlleyet ,and another part had already gotten 
the way that led to the meddow of Tour , whereby the eAngrognians 
might have beencaſily encloſed ; but they perceiving it, immediatly 
ſentſome to encounter with their enemies, who gat the victory,purſu- 
| ed then to their camp, and flew very many of them, without the loſle 
| of one man. | 
The Lord of Trizity cunningly excuſed this attempr , and ſent to | 
them to draw up a ſupplicarion to the Duke, which was accordingly | 
done , whereinthey promiſed to render all honour and reverence unto 
God, according to his Word , and all due obedicnce to the Duk,gvc. 
Bur in the meantime Tr7zty grievouſly vexed them of Ta:lleret, upon 
pretence that they had not preſented themſelves to treat of this agree- 
ment , taking rheir arms from them , and cauſing them to ask pardon 
on their knees. | 
But preſcntly after news was brought them , that the enemies had 
gotten to the ropof the mountaine , and had takenall the paſſages , 
| whereat they were ſore amazed,and ran with all ſpeed todetend their 
wives and children: ſome they ſaved, but the moſt of their goods 
were already in the enemies hands , who ar this time did them much 
miſchiefe. 
» Yerafter this.the Lord of Trinity ſent word again to them that were 
. (Hed, tharif chey would return, he would receive them to mercy : 
Papiſt er} The poor people moſt of them trulling to his promiſe , returned, bur 
| the next morning the enemics came to apprehend them and their Mi- 
nilters, 
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| niſters, beſetting the place on every fide': Then they that were ſwift” 
| of foor, eſcaped, allthe reſt were taken ; yer God miraculouſly de- 
| livered them: for an old man that could nor run ſo faſt as the other , 
{ was eſpicd by a fouldier, who ran with a naked ſword to have lain | A noble 
' him, the old man ſeeing the iminent danger, caught him by the | mo 
legs, overthrew him , and drew him by the heels down the hill ; the 
| ſouldiercryed, Help, belp, this villath will kill me ; hereupon his fel- 
| lows ranto tas refcue;but in the mean time the old man eicaped ; and 
| the relt ſceing what the old man had done,though they had loſt their 
' weapons, yet took heart of graſs, and with ſtones and flings, drave 
| away their cnemies, and thereby they all eſcaped. - 
| Thenext day the ſouldters went again to Tazlleret, robbing,ſpoil- 
| Ing, and carrying away all tat they could find,but moſt of the peo- 
| ple were retired towards /7lars ; Then did the ſouldiers range all 


about, and roak divers priſoners, whom they uſed cruelly, and one Batbarcus cru- 


A ſpeciall pro- 
vidence, 


ſouldicr bir off one of rheir cars, ſaying, 4 will carry- the fleſh of this 2ag 
wicked Heretick with me ito my Country: They found alſo rwo women, 
' the mother and the daughter, ina cave , whom they wounded. to! 
| death : and in another cave,an'old man of an hundred years old,with | 
\ his grand-daughter of eighteen years old thatted him ; the man they | 
{ flew, the maid they would have raviſhed, who flying from them, | 
| tumbled down the mountains, and died. 
| Aboutthe ſame time there was one Fohz Martiz that made his boaſts 
every where, that if he could meer withthe Miniſter of Azgrogye. | 
he would lit his noſe ; but ſhortly after a wolf met him, and ſertin 
ran "- bit off hisnoſe , whereupon he ran mad, and died mt- 
{crably. | 
A 6. I ſouldier promiſed the Lord of T7:z:ty to bring to him the | ©94s jutge- 


' Miniſter of Tai/eret and accordingly never ceaſed till he found him, | cators. 
| but as he was purſuing of him, ſome out of the mountains reſcued 
the Miniſter,and flew the ſouldicr with ſtones, | 

Theſe fouldiers were ſo extream abuſive to women,that many Pa- 
piſts that lived by,ſent their daughters into the mountains to the wal- | Uncleanneſſe. 
aenſes to preſerve their chaſtity, | 
| Thendid the Lord of T; 7121ty promiſe, that if they would pay him 
| eight thouſand Crowns, he would with-drawhis Army,and be gone; |, 

. . . p! 
They being deſirous of Peace,ſold their Cattel to raiſe the money, but | pe;giouſnes. 
when he had received it,he continued his Army thereſtill. 

Then did the Lord of Ty:z/ty require them to ſend away their Mi- 
niſters till the matter were determined before the Duke,or elſe by his | 
Army he would force themto it ; whereupon by mutual conſent they 
agreed, thatrhe Miniſters ſhould with-draw for the preſent, till the | Their Mioi- 
Army was retired, which was not done without great fighs,and lamen- 
tations and tears. - At that time there fell an extraordinary ſnow, ſo | 
that the people with great difficulty, were fain ro make way for their 
| Miniſters to paſs. But the Army hearing that the Miniſters were 


ment on perſe- | 


ſers ſent away. | 
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gathered together, they ſent oura company of harquebuſhers to ap- 
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Ef | prehend them, who came but one hour too late to have taken them : 
Then did they ſearch ever ycave,houſe and cheſt,to {eek them;where. 
| by they robbed the poor people of all heir beſt things. Then did 
| they beſer the Miniſters houſe of *Aagrogze, to whom the Lord of 
Trinity bad promiſed fafery, bur ir pleaſed God rhar he eſca ped; the 
ſouldiers purſued him into the mountains,but could nor overtake him; 
whereupon they plundred his houſe,burnr his books and writings, and 
ſorerurned., | 

The next morning command was given to the Rulers of eAngrogne 
within twenty four hours to deliver up their Miniſter,or elſe Angrogre 
ſhould be purto fire and ſword ; They anſwered that they knew nor 
where he was , for the ſouldiers had driven him over the mountains. 
Then did the ſouldiers burn houſes, break the mils, ſpoil the people, 
and do all the miſchict they could, and fo departed. 

The Lord of Tr:zity left Garifons inthe Fortreſſes,and cauſed the 
poor Waldeſes to maintain them, who, not content with their wagcs, 
pillaged and robbed all abour them;and having taken fourteen men, 
they bound them, and were lcading them away priſoners, bur thcir 
Cruelty. wives and children purſued them !o fiercely with ſtones, rhat they 

were glad toler thetr priſoners go, and had much ado to fave them- | 
ſelves. Two others that they caught, they hung up by the heels and 
hands, and having tormented them almoſt ro death, ar laſt releaſed | 
\ them for a great ſum of money. Another Garifon in the nighr 
went to Tatleret,brake in at the windows and tops of houſes, {| polling 
all, and took alſo fourteen priſoners, whom they bound two and two 
rogether, and were carrying them to the Fortreſs , but rwo of them | 
| getting looſe,ſo valiantly aſſaulted the ſouldiers, and beat them with | 
| ſtones, that they forced rhem to ler go their other priſoners. Yet two 
others they took, and carried them to the Fort ; one was but a child, 
whom the Captain ſtrangled with his own hands ; the other was fixt 
Barbarous cru-| years old, whom they bound, and tvok a crature thar lives in horſe- 
elty. dung, and put into his navel, covering them with a diſh, which in a | 
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ſhort ſpace did ear into his belly , and killed him. 

The waldezſes were in great perplexity,by reaſon of theſe Gariſons. 
bur eſpecially for the want of their Miniſters : whereupon they reſol- 
ved tocall them back, yerto have preaching only in private, becauſe | 
they would nor imbitter the ſouldiers, till their hee aan returned 
from the Duke. Theſe meſſengers were cruelly handled ar the Court, 
and art laſt ſent back with a command that they ſhould entertain Prieſts 

to ſay Maſs, &c. When this Report was madeto their brethren that 
[ſent them, there was wonderfull lamentation, weeping and mourning, 
Then did they.ſend two of their Miniſters to the Church of Pragelz, 
| [to ſhew them of the pirifull condition of rhe Churches in Piedmont , 
and to ask their advice, how to prevent the danger : and in the next | 
place they all fell to prayer, and having long called upon God for | 
counſel and direion in ſo great a ſtrait ; they reſolved upon debate, 
| that the people in Piedmont and Dauphine ſhould joynina League toge- | 
3 . ther, 
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-ther, wherein they promiſed , through Gods grace and aſſiſtance , to 
| maintain the pure preaching of the Goſpel , and adminiſtring the holy 
| Sacraments ,-to yeeld obedience to their ſuperior , ſo farre as they 
| were commanded by the Word of God, and one to be aiding and | 
{ afliting to the other ; thar none ſhauld conclude any thing touch- 
ing the eſtare of Religion, withour the conſent of the reſt of the 
| Vallies. 

During this Treaty, all the houſholders were required to be preſent | 
at Maſſe, and ſuch as would do it , ſhould live in peace, bur (ach as re- | 
| f:fſed ſhould be condemned to be burar , or ſent to the Gallies , fo that | 
the people were conſtrained to fly , die , or renounce the Goſpel : The 
firſt they would have choſen, but could not do it by reaſon of the great 
ſnow 3 VWhereupon they exhorted one another ſaying , We ſhall be 
all cated for to morrew , to renounce God, and to return to 1dolatry , let 
| ws therefore make a ſolemn proteſtation , that we will live and aie in 
{ the confeſſion of Gods holy word; let us in the morning hear a ſ-rmon ,, 


A League, 


| A gocd refo- 


| and then caſt down to the ground , all the Id:ls and Altars: and to this all 


agreed. : 
In the morning they put their reſo[utions into execution , beating 


lution, 


down the Images , and caſting down the Alrtars : Then they wentro 
Villars to do the like there; but by the way they encountred with a 
band of ſouldiers, who where going to ſpoil a village, and to fetch | 
away the inhabitants priſoners : Theſe ſouldiers ſeeing them ſo ill 
provided , mocked them , and diſcharged their guns ar them ; but chey 
taking courage, with ſtones beat the ſouldiers, purſuing them to the 


Images demo- 
Lihcd. 


Fortreſſe. Thendid they goto Yzlars, and having deſtroyed the Tdols 
| and Altars there, they returued to beliege the forrreſle , demanding the 
priſoners that were therein, | | 

The Judge , with many Gentlemen, came thatday to enroll their 
names that would go to Maſle, but ſe: tag the reſolution of the people, 
[they fled into the Caſtle , where they. were befieged for ten daies : 
[Thendid the Captain of Tor go with a company of ſouldiers, think- 
ing to raiſe the ſiege ; but by thoſe which kept the paſſages, ſome of 
them were lain, the rcſt were driven back again : Then came they 
_ with three bands, which cauſed a furious fight , wherein ma- 


ny of the ſouldiers were ſlainand hurt , and not one of thebeſiegers 
'| was hurt. 
| The Waldenſes attempted ofren to have taken the Fortreſſe ; but 
| without Ordinance it was impoſſible : alſo the Lord of Trinity was 
| come back with his army, and the next day would have raiſed the 
| ſiege : Bur it pleaſed God that very night that che fouldiers inthe Caſt- 
\ le, defired leave to depart , with bag and baggage , which was eaſily 
granted to them : and the ſouldiers whi. h before had fo cruelly perſecu- 
the Miniſters , were now fain to requeſt them to prote@ their lives, and 
to conduct them toa place of ſafty, which the Miniſters did willingly 
' and the ſouldiecs were very thankfull for it:that night the Fort was razed 
to the ground, 
They| 
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Popiſh lubtiley, } -TÞE Next day the Lord of Trizity cunningly ſent co them of Az-. 
grogue , that if they would nor aid the other , they ſhould be gently | 
dealt with , but they knowing his fraud , agreed with the ref ro de- | 
fend their Religion with their lives , and that no one ſhould make an | 
agreement with outrthe conſent of thereſt. Then did the Lord of Tr+- | 
nity aſſay with his Army to enter into the borders of Argrogze by | 
certaine ſtreights , but the people having raiſed vp ſome breaſt-works, | 
valiantly defended them(clves and offended their enemies. Trintries | 
ſouldiers being weary , freſh ones were brought in their ſtead, fo thar ! 
the fight endured untill night , wherein many of the enemies wete | 
ſlain , morehurt , and but two of the Waldezſes ; and fo the bartell 
ceaſed for the preſent. | 

The next day the Army marched towards Angro2ze five (everall | 
' waies , and there were none to reſiſt , but only a few that kept tt e | 
Watch, who valiantly fought for a ſpace, but ſeeing themſelves in dan- | 
gerto be ny retreated to an high place,where the combate was 
renued with greater fiercenefle then before : The Lord of Trinity ſeeing 
the loſſe of many of his men , ſounded a retreat , and went to Argrogne , 
bur the people were fled into the medow of Tour ; therefore he burned 
A foecial pro. | 309 ſpoiled all before him : He alſo ofr ſet fire upon the two Churches , 
ebdGace: "'2* | where the word uſed to be preached, but could not burne them, and ſo he 
did to the Miniſters houſe, and yet it remained whole, 

Amongſt them of An»gregve, there were bur two that were enemies 
to the word of God , and they were both ſlain that day. | 

Then did the Lord of Tri»:ty ſend fome to burn Roſa ; but the ſoul- 
diers were driven back four daies cogether , by them that kept the pa£ 
ſages; whereupon he ſent his whole Army , yer they valiantly with- 
ſtood them from morning till night ; Ac laſt a party gat behinde them , 
over a mountaine, ſo that the poor people ſeeing themſelyes environed, 
ſaved themſelves by running through the midſt of their enemies , and 
others of them gat into the rocks. The enemies being entred Roſa de- 
ftroyedall with fire andſword : The people fled by ſecret waies toward 
Luſerne , wandring all night upon the mountains full of ſnow, laden 
Gods Provi- | with their ſtuff, carrying their infants in their arms , and leading others 
dence. | by the hand with great pain and travell : They of Luſerze ſeeing them , 
ran tothem , praiſing God for their deliverance ; and they all were very 
chearfall, notwithſtanding their extremities. | 
R Shortly after the Lord of 7r:2ity went to Luſerne by three waies ; 
they which kept the paſſages reſiſted their enemies valiantly , but when 
they ſaw themſelves aſſaulted on every fide , they fled into the moun- 
| tains. Then did the ſouldiers ſack and burn the houſes, ſtaying all ' 

Joy in tribuls- | *hEy could finde : When they which were fled to the mountains ſaw 
tions. their houſes on fire , they praiſed God , and gave him thanks , that 
{thus accounted them worthy to ſuffer for his Name - Then did the 
ſouldiers putſue them to the mountains, bur after they had called upon | 
God, a few of them beatback their enemies, whereupon the Army | 
jretired. | 

| They ; 
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- -They in the meddow of Toy , perceiving a company of ſouldiers 
| burning the reſt of the houſes in 4-gr0g»e, they ſent fix harque-buſhiers | 
 againſtthem ; who trom the higher ground , diſcharging all their | 
; guns together , 'the fouldiers ran all away , when none purſued 
them, | 5 | 
Shortly after , as the Watch was hearing a Sermon, tney ſpied a ' 
| company of ſouldeirs marching up the hill , whereupon they ran to | 
encounter them , and ealily dilcomfited them : Bur whileſt they pur- | 
laed the chaſe, lome cried to them . that another company was entred | 
into the meddow,whereupon they lett the chaſe : or elſe not one of their | | 
enemies had cicaped. : | 
| Preſently other companies came other wates , which the Miniſters | 
| and people leeing , were much diſcouraged , and therefore they fell to 
; prayer, and ardently called upon God, with lighs and reares untill night. | p;.;.c in gan. | 
| And whereas ſeven {pies were ſent before the {ouldiers, there went out | ger. | 
' five of the Waldenſcs againſt rhem , and rook tome , and chaſed the reſt: 
. Then went out c1ght more againit the whole company,and purſued them 
. with an undaunted courage trom rock to rock , and from hill ro hill, and 
[then went our tiwelve more , whojoiaing with the other , made a great 
\ laughter of their enemies. | 
| Another company from Luſerne, baving a Miniſter with them, as | 
they uſed alwaies to have; after they had made their prayers to God, | 
ſet vpon another company of ſouldiers , whoſe- hearts were ſo taken 
| from them , that they preſently fled - One of the Waldenſes, avery | | 
{young man, carried a greate ſtaff in his hand , with which he laid fo | Speciall pro- 
laſtily ar his enemies , that he brake his ſtaff, and ſlew many of them, | Vidences, 
heallo brake four of their own ſwords, in' purſuing of them : Allo, « "i 
a boy of eighteen years old, flew the Lord of Montezl , Maſter of the | 
| Camp , which much diſmaid the enemies : Another threw down 
Charles Tywchet , and then leaped upon him , and ſtew him with 
\his own {word ; upon which all the reſt fled , and were purſued till night 
| hindred. 4.7K 
| The Miniſter ſeeing the great effuſion of bloud, and theenemies fly- 
| ing, cried ro-the people tizat it was enough , and ſo exhorted them to | 
| praiſe God : They that heard him obeyed, and fell to prayer. In this | | 
| bartell they gat much armour , which was a great advantage to them af- 
| terwards, Thanks were returned unto God inevery place, every one ſa- Thankſgiving' 
| ying,Who ſees not evidently that God fighteth for us. 
| Preſently after, the Lord of Ty:p#ty returned to burn the Villages, 
| buteſpecially to purſue the poor people inthe mountains. And one com- 
| pany with many horſemen aſcended the mountain of Comb by an un- 
\ ſuſpected way , where were no Warders; but they which were next , 
' ſeeing them, called upon God for aid , and though they were but 
j thirty in number , ver they valiantly beat them back twice; many of 
| the enemies were lain, and not one of the Waldenſes. Trinity ſeeing 
{ his men thus beaten back , ſent out moſt of his Army to affiſt them, A ſpeciall pro» | | 
; which were abour one thouſand: five hundred men : And there came | videnc. | 
(7% S about 
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about a hundred to help the Warders : The combat was very cruel , 
at laſt the poor men were fain to retreat with the lofſe of two of their | 
men; at this the: enemies exceedingly rejoyced , blowing their trum- 
| pets and triumphiog : but the people crying all together to the Lord , 
returned again , with greater violence,aſſaulcing them with their f] ings; 
| So that the enemies being weary , reſted themſelves, and the while the 
Waldenſes betook themlelyes to prayer,which more affrighted their ene. 
Prayer, mies'then any thing elte. ” 
Then did the ſouldiers charge again furiouſly , but by the hands of 
| a few they were driven back ; yea lictle children , fervently calling gpon 
God.threw ſtones at their enemies, as alſo did the women: Such as were 
unfit for war kneeled on the ground with their faces towards heaven, 
Theenemies | crying.Lord help ws. Then came one running that brought word, that the 
| exery where Angroznians were coming to help them,which the enemies hearing, pre- | 
"T ſently retreated. 

Another party of the Army of an hundred and fourty , went ano- 
ther way 3 bur by ſeven men they were ſtrongly reſiſted and driven 
back - A third party was met by the eAngrognians aud driven | 
back. 

* The Lord of Trinity intending to be reyenged upon them in the med- 
dow. of Towr, aſſembled all the Gentlemen of the country, and an 
Army of about ſeven thouſand : and when the poor people ſaw them 
| coming, glittering in theirkarneſle, and ſo many in number, they were 
| Prayer indan- At firſt aſtoniſhed , but pouring out their prayers unto God to ſuccour 
ger. | them , and to have regard to the glory of his Name, &c. They marched 
to.encounter with their enemies , and ſeaſohably by the way, they mer 
with ſome aid that was coming to them from Lyſerye , ſo that uniting 
| themſelves , they ſoon diſcomfited their enemies. 

| The Captain of the enemies had in the morning promiſed to do great | 
= matters that day , but in the evening he was carried back , weak and 
| wounded , and not like to live : Whereupona Papiſt ſaid ro him , Mo 
ſiewr , there religion is beter then ours. 
| Another part of the Army ſer upon an houſe in apaſſe,wherein were 
| but five men , yet they luſtily defended it , draye out their enemies } 
that had entred , and kepe the place , till ſome of their friends came to 
relieve them. 

- Another half of the Army , aſſaulted another Bulwork on the ſide of 
the mountaine; And they within ſuffered them tocome very near, but 
then'with ſlings and guns, they {lew many of them, others rouled down ! 
great ſtones , which killed divers , ſo that when they had attempred all 
| wates totake it,they were forced to rctire; the Lord of Trinity weeping | 

| to ſee his men ſlain ſofaſt, and at laſt , having loſt very many of his 

| men, he was forcedto retreats; many of the Army crying our, God figbr- | 

«h for them, and we do themwrone. 
Aſpectall pro-\ I all that conflict there. were but two of the Waldenſes ſlain, and 
vidence. \rwo. hurt ; whereas they never ſhot at their enemies bur they killed 
ſome, and ſomerimes two at one ſhot : The ſouldiers conteſled that they 
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were ſo aſtoniſhed that they could not fight : Others ſaid ; that thei | 
Miniſters'by their prayers , conjured and bewitched' them. Irwasa'! | 
| wonderfull work of God , that ſhepherds and cowherds ſhould ent | 
counter with ſo mighty a power of ſtrong and brave ſouldiers ; well | 
| furniſhed with ammunition , and themſelyes having nothing bur ſlings; 
| ſtones , and a few harquebuſhes , and yer ſhould beartchem, and inall | 
| thoſe fights, they loſt netabove tourteen men. (arte | 
Shortly after a company of ſouldiers went to eAngrogne to deſtroy | Scotners puni- 
the Vines, &c. and mocking the Waldeyſes , they ſaid , that they were | fied. 
\ valtant men behinde thiir bulworks , but if they came into the plain ,| | 
how they would beat them: Then came thirty of the waldexſes , and | | 
| ſerupon them inthe plain , and fought with them a long time , hand to! 
| hand, ſlew many of them , and at laſt forced them to run away, and that! 
; with he lofle of one'only man of their own. | iu xrit eg 
| The night after , ſome thought that it would have been an eafie mat- { 
| ter torake the Lord of 7rintty , and to have ſpoiled his whole Army , 
| but the Waldenſes would not doit, leaſt they ſhould offend God , and 
| paſſe the bounds of their vocation, intending only ro defend them- 
| ſelves. S 
| Then did Trinity betake himſelf to his old ſhifts of entertaining a | _ 
' treaty for agreement ; butin the 7zterim, he ſent a company of Spaz#- | Subriley, | 
| ards one way, and other companies other wates, to ſurpriſe the meddoy | Perlidiouſneſſe. 
' of Tour. The Spaniards wereentred the meddow , before they were | | 
perceived - but when the people ſpied them , they betook chemielyes | 
to prayer ,then winded their horns, and fo prepared for reſiſtance - 
| The firſt that oppoſed themſelves were bur twelve men, who yet itop- 
ed them ina Paſle , and others rolled down ſtones from the mountains 
| upon them , whereby many ofthe Spantards were flain, the reſt were 
; forced to retreat. | | 
| Shortly after the Miniſters and chief Rulers of the Waldenſes, re- 
queſted the Lord of Racozis to deliver a petition , which they had} - 
drawn up to the Dutches of Savoy, wherein they declared the equity 
of their cauſe , proteſting all due obedience, &c.. and ar laſt, chrough 
Gods mercy , they came toa good agreement , and according to the 
promiſe of God, all things turned to the beit to thoſe that feared him , that | 
were called according to his purpoſe. 

After the death of the Duke and Dutcheſle of Sawvey, Charles Eme 
9anuecl their ſon ſucceeded , who maintained them in peace according | peace obea;ned 
to the treaty for merly made : Yet the Inquiſitors were alwaies watch- \ 
full co apprehend one or other of them : and amongſt others, one 
Bartholmew Copin of Luſerne , being at 4# in Piedmont , with his | . 
Merchandize, and at evening ſupping with ſome other company, one —— 
began to ſpeak much to the diſgrace ofthe Waldeyſes tor their Religion. | 
| Copin thought thar he was bound not to be ilent when he heard ſuch 
| blaſphemies - mers ap he began to argue in their defence. Are | 2... 
| you then a Waldenſfdn, ſaid the other to him 2 he anſwered , Tea. 
| And doyou not belecve that Gd is in the Hoſts No , ſaid Copin, | 
| 2 "1e | 
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on to his wife 


and children 


54 US | that if he ſhould be aſhamed of, or deny Chriſt before men , Chriſt 
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Fie upon. you , ſaid the other , what a falſe Religion is yours ? My 
Religion , ſaid Copin., 15 as true , as it's true that God is God, ec. 
'The next morning Copiy was called before the Biſhop of 4ft , who 
told him , that be mult either recant the opinions he held over. night , 
or be puniſhed : Copiz ſaid, he had been provoked to that diſcourſe ; | 
yet he ſaid nothing but what he would maintaine with his life: Adding | 
that he had ſome goods, and a wife and children, yet he had loſt the affe- 
Rions that he bare unto tholc things , neither were they dear to him, 
to the prejudice ot his conſcience. Yet ſazd, that behaving himſelf ho- 
zeitly, he ought not to be moleſted. when he came about his merchandize, the 
Turks and Jews being permitied to come to Fairs without moleſtation. 
Norwithſtanding which the Biſhop preſently ſent him to priſon, The 
next day the Biſhops Secrerary wenr to him , profeſſing great love , and 
celling him , thar except he acknowledged his fault , he was in great | 
danger of his lite : Copiz anſwered , That his life was inthe hands of God, 
and he defired not to preſerve it to the prejudice of his glory, and having but | 
4 few paces to walk in his jouriey to heaven , his hearty Prayer to God was , to | 
give him grace not to turn back, | 
Some tew daics after he was examined by an Inquiſitor in the pre- 
ſence of the Biſhop , who exceedingly tormented him with ſweet and 
gentle perſwaſions , by tair words ſeeking to draw him toan abjurati- | 
on: But (pin alwaies conv.nced him by the word of God : alleadging 


—_—— 


would be aſhamed of,and deny him before his heavenly Father. Then 
faid the Monk,Go thy wates thou curſed Heretick to all the dewils i;; hell,and | 
when thou ſhalt be there tormented by them, thau wilt remember this good and 
boly conn(el that we have given thee, &C. | 

After many violent encounters , they cauſed his wife and ſon to come 
to him , promiſing ifhe wou!d confeſle his fault, he ſhould have liber- 
ty todepart with them ; They ſuffered them alſo to ſup rogether, which 
time he ſpent in exhorting them to patience , telling them that God 
would be more thena husband and farther to them : for his own part 
he was not bounde to love wife or childe more then Chriſt, and that 
they ſhouldeſteem it their happinels,that God was pleaſed rodo him the 
honour to be a witneſle to his truch , with the loſſe of his life, ec. He 
enjoyned his wife to bring up his children in the fear of God : his ſon 
ke commanded to obey his mother , he defired chem to pray for him , 
that God would ſtrengthen him agataſt all tentations, and ſo raking 
leave of his wife , and bleſſing his ſon , he diſmiſſed them , his wife and 
fon ſhedding fountains of tears, and crying out in ſo lamentable a man- 


Copin mur- 
ther:d 


ner as would have moved the hardeſt hart tro compaſſion. 

'. The Biſhop knew not well what co do with him : If he let him go, 
be feared a ſcandall , and that many would be encouraged by his im- 
punity : If he puniſhed him , he offended againſt rhe agreement be. 
twixt the Duke and the waldenſes. And thereupon he ſent his indi- 


ment tothe Pope, to know his pleaſure. Shortly after Copiy was | 
found dead in priſon, it appearing manifeſtly that he was ſtrangled - 
. and 
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and after his death, he was condemned to be burnt, which was accord- 
ingly executed. - 


| | Cnae. X Xll. 
The Perſecution , of the VValdenſes in Ca- 


labria. 


Nuno Chriſti 1370, The waldenſes of Pragela and Dauphine grew 
A ſo numerous, that they ſent their younger people to ſeek ſome 
} other country to inhabir, In their travell , chey found in Calabris , 
ſore waſt and untilled lands : yet ſeeming very fertil , fit for corn 

wire, oyl and cheſtnuts, and thar the hils were fit for cattel , and to tur- 
|niſn chem with tnell and timber ; they came therefore ro the Lords of 
thoſe places tv treate with them touching their abode there. 
The Lords received them lovingly , agreed to orders much for the 
advantage of theſe new inhabitants ; agreed abour rents, tenths , tolls, 
s penalties, &c, and ſo affigned to them certain parts of the Countrey. 
Then did they return to their parents , ſhewing how ie fared wirh them , 
and ſo receive wat they pleaſed to beſtow apon them, and many of 
them marrying , they returned into Ca/abr7a , where they built ſome 
| Towns and Cities, as St X3ſt , la Garde , &c. 

The Lords of thoſe Countries thought chemſelves happy in that 
chey had mer with ſuch good ſubjects as peopled their waſte lands , and | 
made them to abound with all manner of fruits; but principally be- 
cauſe they were honeſt men, and of good conſcience , yeelding all | 
thoſe duties and honours which they could expe from good ſubj es. 
Only the Prieſts complained of them , that they lived nor after their 
religion, made not their children Prieſts and Nuns; loved nor Tapers , 
Maſles , &Fc. that they adorned not their Churches with Images , went 
not on Pilgrimage, &c. 

Hereupon the Lords feared , that if the Pope ſhould take notice, 
that ſo near his Seat, there were people thar conremned his Laws , they 
might chance to loſe their ſubiets : They therefore perſwaded the | 
Prieſt to be fileng, f{ince in other things they ſhewed themſelves ho- 
neſt men , inriched the Country , yea and the Prieſts themſelves, by 
their Tithes: Theſe Lords alſo ſtopped the mouths of their neigh- 

bours, who exceedingly murmured , becauſe by no means they could 
draw them into alliance with them , and becauſe all that they had , | Their godly 
| proſpered exceedingly : They were wiſe and temperate, not given to| ©n*{acion- || 
drinking ,dancing , {wearing , ec. and living in a Country , where the 
inhabitants weregiven to all manner of wickedneſle , they were as pre- 
cious ſtones ig a common fink. | 
'Thus they were preſerved in peace by their Lords , till Anno n 
| | r 


Gods provi- 
dence, 


| Their holy 
{VcS, 


Qua— Re 
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The Pope per- 
ſecures them. 


Pop:ſh lies, 


Humane frailty 


Popiſh cruelty. 


Aſpeciall pro- 


vVidence. 


Ar which time theſe Waldenſes reſolving to makea publick profeſſion | 
of their Religion; ſent for rwo Miniſters from Gezeva , who did much | 
eſtabliſh the exerciſe of Religion amongſt chem. | 
Pope P:wthe fourth hearing of this, preſently concluded rheir | 
utter ruine and extirpation, giving the ſame in charge to Cardinal | 
eMAlexandrino, a violent man, who choſe two Monks Inquiſitors of | 
his own humour, and ſentthem, firſt ro. begin with the inhabitants of | 
St. Xift ; There they aſſembled the people, gave them good words, | 
promiſing that they ſhould reccive no violence, it they would accepr ' 
of ſuch Teachers as the Biſhops ſhould appoint, which it rhey refuſ- | 
| ed, they would loſe their lives, goods and honors, and would be con- | 
| demned for Herericks : And further to prove them, they appointed a 
Maſs.to be ſung - but the people with their wives and children, pre- 


ſently quit their houſes,and tled into the woods. 


From thence the Monks went to la Garde, where they cauſed the 
Town-gares tobe locked,and the people to be afſembled,tclling them | 


| woods, they were exceedingly grieved at their own revolt, and re- 


that they of St. Xiſt had adjured their Religion,and went to Mals,@c. | 


| promiſing that it they would do the like , no manſhould injure them. | 


Theſe poor pcople, believing what was told thein, were content to | 
do what they would have them ; bur when they heard that their 
friends of St. Xjjt refuſed to go to Maſs, and were fled into the 


þ In the meane time the Monks ſent two companies of ſouldiers after 


ſolved with their wives and children, to go to their brethren. 


them of Sr. Xt, who ran after them as aſter wilde beaſts, crying, kill , 


' rain, called to the ſouldiers , beſecchedrhem to have pity on them, their 


kill, and ſoflew divers : but ſuch as could getto the top ofthe moun- 


wives and children, telling them thar they had been inoffenſive in their 
converſations , e*c. yet if they would not ſuffer them to continue in 
their habirarions,that atleaſt they would licenſe them ro depart,cither by 
ſeaor land , that they might retire themſelves whether the Lord ſhould 
be pleaſed to condu@ them, beſeeching them alto, for Gods ſake not to 
force them to defend themſelves-_ 

But this more enraged theſouldiers , who preſently violently afſaul- 
ted them: Then did they ſo defend themſelves, that by Gods aſfi- 
ſtance, rhey ſlew the greateſt part of the ſouldiers, and pur the reſt to 
flight, Hereupon the Inquiſttors wrote to the Viceroy of Naples , | 
ſpeedily to ſend ſome Companies of ſouldiers toapprehend the Herericks | 

| of St.Xiſt and Ia Garde, whereby he ſhould do a work very pleaſing to the 
| Pope, and meritorious for himſelf. 


i 


—_—— — — 


time the Waldenſiaz women came home to ſeek for food for their hul- | 
barids and children chat were in the woods- 
The Viceroy proclaimed through all Naples, that all ſuch baniſhed | 
TT as would come to fight againſt the Heyeticks of St. Xi, ſhould 
e pardoned all their offences : Whereupon great numbers reſorted ; 
fo him , and wete conducted ro the woods, where they chaſed theſe | 
poor ' 


Then did the Viceroy come himſelf with his Troops, in the mean | 
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where moſt of them diedof famine. P 
Then were they of 14 Garde cited before the Inquiſitor, and many 
| fair Promiſes were made unto them if they would appeare ; but con- 
| trary thereunto , thirty of them were apprehended, and put to the 
| rack. 
| One Charlin was racked with ſuch violence , that his bowels brake 
out of his belly , and all roextort from him a confeſſion , that in the 
[night , the candles being pur out , they. committed whoredome , 
and abominable inceſt , yer would he never confefle any ſuch wick- 
| caneſle. 
| Another with extreame pain upon the rack, promiſed togo to Maſſe, 
the Inquiſitor ſeeing that he had ſhewed ſuch weaknefle , urged him 
' ro conteſle the forementioned wickedneſſe, which, becauſe he refuſed , 


| 


he left him eight hours rogether upon the rack , yet could he not ger. 


' from his mouth ſo foul a flander. 

Another was ſtripped ſtark naked, whipt with rods of iron, drawn 
through the ſtreets, and burnt with firebrands : One of his ſons was 
killed with knives : Another thrown down from an high Tower, be- 
| cauſe he would nor kifle a Crucifix : Another was condemned to be 
| burnt alive , and as he went to the fire, he threw to the ground a 
| Crucifix , which the executioner bad faſtened to his hands; where- 

upon they covered him all oyer with pitch, andſo burnt him, 

The Inquifitor PanFacut the throats of eighty , as butchers do their 

| ſheep's z then cauſing them to be divided into tour quarters, he ſet up 

ſtakes for the ſpace of thirty miles, and appointed a quarter tobe faſt- 
| ned to every ſtake. Four of the principall men of 1a Gard he cauſed to | 
| be hanged. Another young man, becauſe he would not confeſle himſelf 
| roa Prieſt , was thrown from an hightower. 
| The Vice-roy paſſing by before he was dead, and hearing him implore 
| Gods mercy , kickt him on the head , ſaying , 1s this dog yet living ? 
"take him and caſt him to the hags. Sixtly women were racked ſo 
| violently , thar the cords pierced into their arms and legs , and being 
| then caſt into priſon, they died there , only nine of che handſomeſt be- 
ing delievered to the fathers of the Inquiſition , were neyer heard off 
after. 

Many others were delivered to the ſecular power to be burnt, and if 
'any interceded for them, he was preſently put-on the rack as a favourer 
, of Hereticks. | | 
; Pope Pts the fourth ſent the Marqueſſe of Butiaxe , promiſing that 
' if he would wholly cleare Calabria of theſe waldenſes, he would make 
'his ſon a Cardinal :- Buthe was put to no great pains to do it,for the In- 
 quiſitors and the Vice-roy of Naples had by ſundry deaths killed all the 
, men , womenand children that they could light of. 
| One of their Miniſters was famiſhed in priſon : Another was carti-| 
' edto Rome, where he was condemned to be burnt ; The Pope and his 


| poor people , ſlaying ſome, wounding others , the reſt fled into caves , 


mma. 


Barbarqus cru- 
elty. 


Pcod:gious 
wickednefle. 


Zeal. 


Horrible eru- 
elcics. 


| 


| 


Cardinals would needs ſee that pleaſing ſpeRacle : But the Miniſter] 
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ets. 


Note. 


P.Maſson mar -| 


tyred. 


Deviliſh ſlan- 


ſpake ſo many things out of Gods Word , againſt the Pope , that the 
Pope gnaſhed his teeth for anger , wiſhing that he had been ſome 
where elſe . - And thus were theſe godly people wholly rooted our of | 

Fo | 


Calabria. 


zo 
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I Cryae. XXA1I1. 
T be Perſecutions of the Waldenſes 7» Pro- | 


VEnce. | 


| 


Heſe came from Piedmont, when their vallies were over-peo | 
pled. The country of Provezce, at their firſt arrival, was a de- | 
| ſert, bur within few years, by Gods bleſſing upon their labours,it- | 
 abounded with Corn, Vine, Oil, Cheſnuts, and other fruites. | 
| There Habicarions being near ro Auzgnion ( many times the Popes 

ſear) they were expoſed to {undry perſecutions, as Axao 1380,and at 
other times : but the grearcſt of all began about rhe year 1 360. in the 
time of King Lewts the twelfth ; who being informed that in Provexce 
was a ccrtain kind of people that lived not according to the Laws of 
the Church of Rowe , but were an accurſed people , committing all 
kindes of wickednefle and villanies : He gave Commiſſion to his Par- 
liament in Provence totake cognizance of it , an6;topuniſh them accord- | 


L 


ing to their demerits. Coe 
* The Court proſecuting this order with rigour; and the King hearing 
thar diverſe innocent perſons were put to death , he ſent his Maſter of 
Requeſts, and Conteſlor into Provezce, to finde out what kinde of per- | 
ſons theſe were , who at their return , certified him that all the former 
ſuggeſtions were untrue, that they were neither Socerers , nor Whore- 
mongers , bur lived honeſtly , did hurt to none ; cauſed their children, 
to be Bapcized, raughc them their Belief, and the ren Commandments 
and that they caretully kept the Lords day ,and had the Word of God 
purely expounded to them : Whereupon the King {wore an oath , That 
they were honeſter then himſelf , and his Catholik ſubjets, Upon this in- | 
formation he ſent and ſtaied the Perſecution, x + 
.- Then did the Walde,ſes ſend rwo of their Miniſters | George Morel | 
and Peter-Maſſon] ro Oecolampadius, Capito , B:cer and Haller, to confer | 
with them about matters of Religion , and to have there advice in many 
thides/ 7 00 | 
\*  Intheir return, Maſſon was apprehended 'at Dijon; where he was 
' condemned and put: to death for a * Lutheran, ' Morrell. eſcaped with his : 
| Letters and Papers ; and came ſafe to Provezce, where he much com- | 
| forted and confirmed the Churches. Yet allthis while did the Parlia- 
| ment of 4ix apprehend one or other of them , condemaing ſome to 

| the fire; others to'rhe gibber;they which ſcaped beſt, returned wich marks 
in their torheads. | 


Anno 


— — — 


-  " » Perſecution of the Waldenſes: \ PI | 


| Anno Chriſti 1549. The inhabitants of CMerindoll were ſummoned; | 
and ſome. of the chief appearing for the. reſt ,: they were all: coh-: 
| demned to be burned alive , their children and fanulies to be- our= | 
{ lawed , and that the place of their habiration ſhould be laid waſke/;/\ A cruel decree. 
|\the woods cut down two hundred | paces round . about ; and {o 
j left deſolate. | | 102] Mts; 20797 ; | 
' The King being informed of the rigour of this Edi& , and of thein- |F-#"*# 
nocency of the people, countermanded the execution- of it :: burhis: | © 
Letters were ſuppreſſed , and the Cardinall of Tourmonobrained for a 
\ great ſome of money, the revocation of them. =. 15.9 42 
eAjno 1545. The Preſident of Opede proclaimed war againſtthem "ZR 
both at Aix and Marſeilles: Divers companics of ſouldiers were liſted, | Calle Minare 
and five bands of the old ſouldiers of P:eamornt were i_ with them; 
| and preſently they began to ſer fire on the Villagesof Cabrieres, Pepin, | 
| &c. The poor people without any reſiſtance were flain , wonjen and | g,c6acous cru. 
cheir daughters raviſhed,ſome great with child murthered;the breaſts | ety. 
of many women were cur off,atter whoſe death their poor infants di- 
ed of famine. | 
Opede alſo proclaimed , that on pain of death no man ſhould give 
any relief or ſuſtenance to them. All their habirations were pillaged, 
ſacked and burnt, and none of their perſons ſpared, bur ſuch as were re- 
ſerved for the Gallies. | Ws 
Opede comming to MHerindol , found none there but one ſimple lad, 
who had yielded himſclfe priſoner to a ſouldier , and promiſed two 
Crowns for his ranſom ; but Opede paid the money to the ſouldier , 
and cauſed the lad to be ſhot ro death ; then he utterly razed the | 
| Town, and laid it levell with the ground. 27:4: teu 
Then did he march againſt (abrieres,and with the Cannon battered | 
the wals : There was within only about ſixty poor ſick Peſants , who 
(ſent him word that he needed nor to ſpend powder to batter the wals, 
for they were ready to open the gates , and quit the Country, if they 
might but have leave with their wives and childrento go to Gentzva, or 
Germany, and to leave all their goods behinde them: SINE] | EE 
Opede entring the Town, cauſed all the men to be brought into a | cuary. 
eld and to be cut 1n pleces,the ſouldiers ſtriving who ſhould ſhew the 
beſt manhood in cutting off heads, arms and legs: The women he cauſ-] 
cd to be locked in a barn with much ſtraw, and ſo pur fire to it, where 
many women great with childe were burnt : One ſouldier moved with 
ity, opening a hole inthe wall , that ſome of them might come our ; 
ur Opede made them to be beaten back againe into the fire with Pikes 
and Halberts. Some of them that came forth he ſtew with his own 
hands , ripping open their bellies , ſo that their children came forth ; 
whom he trod under his feet : many were fled into cellers and caves, 
whom he cauſed tobe dragged ont , had into the field ; ſiripped ſtark 
; naked,and then ſlain. Ochers were bound by two and two togerher,and 
| Nainby the Captains, who rejoyced intheir bloudy butchery. | 
{ Then did this Tyrant ( worſe then Herod) command one of his 
| | T _ Captains 
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Coppnes to go into Church , into which many women , children | 
| and infants were fled ; and to kill them all , which the Caprain at firft | 
refuſed , ſaying , that it was a cruelty unbeſeeming men of warre: | 
Vhereat Mzxiers being difpleaſed, charged himupon pain of rebelli- 
onagainſt the King to do ir, The Caprain fearing whart- might berhe 
| iflue,enrred wich his ſouldiers and deſtroyed them all, {| aring neither | 


nor old, Other fouldiers that ranſacked the houſes , fonnd ma- 
ny poor perſons who had hid themſelves in ſecret places , whomthe 
flewupon.crying , K:11, &:1], the ſouldiers withont the Town killed all 
they could meet with, ſo that above a thouſand men, women and chil. | 
| dren were flainin this place, 
Many perſons which were eſcaped into the mountains, ſent by ſome 
that had moſt intereſt in £Hzxzers, to deſire him ro give them leave to | 
go whither the Lord ſhould pleaſe to leade them , with their wives | 
| and children,though they had nothing but the ſhirts on their backs: to | 
| whom he anſwered , that he knew what he had to do , he would ſend them | 
| to dwell in bell amorgtht the devils. | 
| A blood Then did he ſend part of his Army unto Cofta, which they over- 
ſpeech. came', and committed there great ſlaughter: Many of the inhabiranes 
fled into an Orchard , where the ſouldiers raviſhed many womenand 
matidens , and.having kept them there a day and a night , they uſed 
them ſo beaſtly, that rae women with childe, and younger maidens 
died preſently after. 
| | Many of theſe Herizdelians hid themſelves in rocks and\dark caves; 
{where ſome weve famiſhed, others were choaked with fire and ſmoak 
| ſetto their caves mouths. Many more were the outrages and cruelties 
which this wicked Opede commitred : but the Lord tound him out at 
Gods julge- Laſt , firiking him with a ſtrang kinde of bleeding at the lower parts, 
ns FT” {neither was be able to void anyurine , ſo thar by degrees his guts rot- 
ted withinhim : No remedy could be found for this terrible diſcaſe, 
| worms bred in his bowels , which continually gnawed him. Then 
did he fend to:4rles for a famous Chyrurgion , who cured him of his 
difficulty to make water, after which,defiring all to depart the room, 
the chyrurgion in private exhorted him to repent of his \rovvive cruel 
| {and bloud-ſhed.telling him that this his ſtrange bleeding was Gods juſt 
hand upon him for ſhedding ſo much innocent bloud- Bur theſe words 
ic 19s; the impure conſcience of this wicked wretch , and more trou- 
bled him rhenthe cormens of his diſeaſe , ſo that he crycd out to lay 
| handson the Chirurgton as an Heretick: Whereupon he conveyed 
himſelf away, and returned to Arles. 
| Minjers his Yernot long after he was ſent for again , and great promiſes were 
horrible death. | raade for his ſecurity: Bur when he came back, he found 247zjers paſt 
| eure.raging and caſting out moſt horrible 8& blaſphemous words "fool | 
ing a firewithinhim which burnt him fromthe navel upwards which 
| was accompanied with extream ſtink of his lower parts,and ſo he cnid- 
ed his wretched life. | OO | 
F j In the beginning of this Perſecution , there was one Fob de _ a 
ons, 


=> 0nd 
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['Monk, who gat a Commiſſion.to examine thoſe whom he ſuſpe&ed to E, 
be Bereticks;whercupon he afflicted the faithfull with all kindes of cru- 
'elty : Amongſt other horrible corments thar he uſed , this was one ; | 
he filled boors with boiling greaſe, and pur them upon their legs,tying 
chem backwards over a form, and their legs hanging downover a ſotr 
fire: Ti.us he tormented very many , and itithe end moſt cruelly pur 
'riiem to death. PPT 
Frazxcis the French King being informed of the helliſh cruelty of this | 

| wicked Monk, ſcnt to his Parliament at Provence that chey ſhould ap- 
 Prehend and condemn him : but he being informed of ir, fled to Au;g- 
' zt0n, where he hoped to enjoy all that wealth which ſo mercilefly and 
unjuſtly he had extorted from the poor Chriſtians : But ſhortly after | 
' he was robbed of all that he had , by his own ſervants ; and then he 
' fell ſick of a moſt horrible and ſtrange diſeaſe unknown tothe Phyſi- 
 tians: He wasintollerably tormented with pains all over his body, ſo | Gy... 
| tharno means could give hin caſe fot one minute of an hour ; neither | ment on perſe- 
| was their any man that could tarry near him, no not of his neareſt | «#95. 
friends ; ſo great was the ſtink that came tron him { Then was he re- | 
| moved toan Hoſpital : butrhe ſtink and infeAton ſo encteafed , that 
;no man durſt come near him no; nor he himſelf was able to abide the 
' horrible ſtink of his own body, full of ulcers and ſores , and ſmarwing 
\with vermine,and ſo rotren,that the fleſh fell from the bones by piece- 

meal. In theſe torments he often cried out in greatrage. O who well 
(dell ver me ? Pho will kill and rid me out of theſe tmntollerable patnes , whith 
| 1 know I ſuffer for the oppreſſions which I did to the poor men & Olt-rimes 


'Y 
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he himſelf endeavoured to deſtroy himſelf ; bur he had not the power, 
[In this horrible anguiſh,and fearful deſpair he miſcrably ended his ac- 

curſed lite. | 

| - "When he was dead no man would come near to buty him; rill ar 
laſt a young novice caught hold of hisftinking carcaſe with an iron 

hook, and ſo dragged himimo an hole that was miade for him. 

In the time of chis Perſecution the Bithop of Ax , with ſome other Popithun- 

' Biſhops and their courtizans , walking along the ſtreetsof Avignon ,| cleannele. 
ſaw a man ſelling baudy Images and Pictures , with filthy rithes and 
ballades annexed to them: All theſe goodly Pictures the Biſho 
| boughrup. Whenthey had gona little further , there was a Book- |. | 
' ſeller that had ſet to ſale certain Bibles in Frexch, which the Prelates 
| were greatly moved at, ſaying ro him, Dar ft thos be ſo bold as to "ors fuch 
! merchandiſe 1n this Town> The Book-ſcller replied, Is nor the holy Bi- 
[ble as good as theſe goodly Pitures that you have bonght for theſe 
| gentle-women 2 Then ſaid the Biſhop of eAix , I renounce my part | Profancneſle. 
in Paradiſe , if this fellow be not a Lutheran, rake him away to priſon, 
, Then did his attendants cry our, A Lutheran, 4 Lutheran ,To the fre with LT 
' him, to the fire with him; and onegavehim a blow with his fiſt ,- ano- PR Pry 
| ther pulled himby the hair , another by rhe beard , ſothat the. poot | #.F,"Pcar. 
| man'was all imbrued inbloud, before he came to priſon, Thenext | 
| day he was brought beforethe Judge , 'where , by the inſiigation of Tz 
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| the Biſhops , he'was condemned to be burned the'ſarme day , and fo | 

was carried to the fire with two Bibles about his neck;one before,and | 

another behinde :, where he made a moſt Chriſtian end: 
{The waldenſes were diſperſed alſo intoſeveral orher Countries, as | 
Bohemia, Auſtria, Germany ; Flanders , Exoland, Polaiid , Italy , Spain , | 
| | Dalmatia, Croatia , Sclavonia , Grectia, Philadelphia, Livonta , Sarmatia, | 
Bulgaria,&Cc.In all which places at onetime or other.they ſuffeted per- | 
ſecutions z concerning which there is nor. much lefrupoh Record, and 
ſomerhing will be ſpoken agan of it in other places of this book , and 


» 


therefore this may ſuffice for the preſent. 
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T be Perſecution of the Albingenles. | 


Heſe were the ſame with the walderſes , differing only in name 
Þ fromrtheir babiration jn the Country of 4147. Divers of walds's 
diſciples going into this Country,and amongſt them one Arnold (trom 
- | whom they were called eArzolaifts) laboured with ſo good ſuccefle , 
| that ina ſhort time there was ſcarce any found that wouldgoto Maſle, 
| | Pope Alexander thethird. was much moved to anger , when he ſaw 
many great Provinces to ſhake off his Antichriſtan yoak , and there- 
fore he condemned them for Heyeticks in the Councel of Lateraz: : 
Yerdid they ſo multiply , that 4zo 1200. they poſſeſſed manyand 
great Cities; yea,they had many great Lords hat took part withthem, 
as Earl Remind of Tholouſe , Remund Earl of Foix , the Vicount of 
Bezteres , &c. Pope Innocent the third pretended a great deſire tore - 
claime them by preaching and conference; andthereupon there was a 
famous Diſpuration at 2eoztreall,: wherein the Popiſh Doors were 
Popith fabilicy | ſhamefully baffled by 4r7014 : But the Popes pollicy was thus to rock 
7 them aflecp whilcſt he raiſed Armies againſt them to deſtroy them: 
| The pretended occaſion whereof was this ; There was one Frier Petey 
that was ſlain inthe dominions: of the, Earl of Tholouſe ; whereupon 
| | che Pope ſent preachers abroad through all Europe to aſſemble men to- 
| | gether to take vengeance on the Heretics , for the innocent 'bloud: of 
| Friar Peter, {lainamongſt them; promiſing Paradiſe to all that would | 
pme to this warre, and bear arms for fourty daies. .. This he called 
e holy warre, ;and gave the ſame Pardons and Indulgences to thoſe 
Far cameto this war, asto thoſe which went into the Holy lard againſt 
NC SEYUCeNS., 6 £11516 f210 e 3h, Wo. +: | 11 ::} 2 # 
Popes rage a- |: I endid he thunder againſt EarlRe mund,charging all Arch-biſhops 
paint Bart | and Biſhops through. their Dioceſle to proounce bin accurſed and| 
Renund. | exoprmmmnicaged ,and that with the ſound of a Bell, and extin&ionof 
andles evety$abbarh and feſtivall day, for murthering of a good 
| ſervant of God: Heallo abſalved all his ſubjects from their oaths of 
SY 13 | | - allegiance | 
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allegiance ro him ; commanding every good Catholite to-purfue his; 
perſon, and to take and poſleſle nis land, &c.He alfo wrote roall Chri- 
{tian Princes to ſtirre them up to get this pardon, rather by fighting 
| againſt theſe «Albingesſes, then by going againſt the Turks. - Earl Re- 
14nd hearing of all theſe preparations againſt him, ſent tothe Pope, 
| humbly beſcechiug him not to condemn/ him befote he was heard , 
| aſſuring him that he was no way guilty of the death of Frier/ Petey, but 
| tharhe was ſlain by a Gentleman , who immediarly fled out of his| 
Country,otherwiſe he would have ſeverely puniſhed tiim forir.Bucall 
was in vain ,-for preſently came Armies ot croſſed ſouldicrs to pour | 
down their vengeance on himand his lands. bs 
Amongſt thefe were many noble men ; and Eccleſiaſtical perſons , 
Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, Abbors, &c.-'roall which the Pope promiſed 
Paradiſe, bur gavethem not a peny. * CITE, 
| The Earl ot Tholouſe percetved thathe mult either prepare for de- 
fence,or ſubmir; the latrer.he thought the ſafer, and theretore he went| _ 
preſently to the Popes LegareatYalancez rv whom he'beganro ſay ,| He cap = 
| that he thought it ſtrange thar ſo many armed menhould be brought | *2 
| againſt him, who uſed no other arms tor his detence bur his uwnirino- | 
cency : And that concerning the death'of the Frier, they ſhould firſt 
have enquired the trurh of the tact , before they thus moved: heaven EI 
and earth againſt him ; yea, it he had been) guilty, yer there 'was'an 
ordinary courſe of juſtice tobe uſed againſt him,and norro wreak their 
anger on his innocent Subjedts - and therefore Sir (ſaid he) (ffnce- T 
come” Voluntarily ts you , armed only with the teſtimony of 'a good 
{ conſcience , what further uſe 1s there of theſe armed Pilgrims'2 pray 
; yous therefore countermand theſe ſouldiers before they-gv10 make any-fur- 
ther ſpoil in my territories * for my own perſon may ſerve for aſuffitient 
ledge, &c. | { 411 Dore t 
F The Legare anſwered,that he had done well in coming to him, yet 
could he not ſend back the ſouldiers , except he would-pur ſeven'of- 
his beſt caſtles into his hands , which hould ſcrve for'a hoſtages Now 
did the Earl when it was too late ſce his own folly in Pptitting/himfelf 
into the Legates hands , and thereby making himſelt a priſoger , "bur 
chere was no remedy, now he muſt take Laws from/him tharhad hin 
th his power , and therefore be told himthat both his perſon and poſs 
ſeſſions were ar his diſpoſall ,;beſeeching him that his Subje&s mighr | . 
receive no more —_— by the Souldiers, it G1 (5, 20000 1d! 
The Legate preſently ſetirto put Garifons in thoſe ſeven 'Caſliles', | 
commanding all the Conſulsof every City preſently to appear before 
him: and when they were come, he told them that Earl Remund had 
delivered up his Caſtles to the Pope, and therefore they were totdke | 
notice of it , that ſo they might acknowledge themſelves lawtull :Sub- 
je&sto his Holineſſe , incaſe the Earl ſhould falſifie his Oath to the 
Pope. FALeT 06-* 3h ? CEL CN TG 28 TY 
5 The Conſuls were much aſtoniſhed thus to ſee their Lord deveſted 
of all his poſſeſſions: but that which moſt aficted themwas,to fee =_ | 
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| ' | ted toS:G/lesto be reconciled tothe Church, where the Legate com | 
The Earl manded t he Earl eo ſtrip himſclt ſtark naked all tut his linncp draw- | 
| whip: naked.” | ers; then did he pyta cord abopt his neck, whereby he Jed him nine 
f rimes about the grave of Frier Peter, icourging him with rods all the 
while: The Earl demanded ſatisfaction for to ſharpa penance ſeeing he 
was not guilty of the tac:the Legare anſwered,that he muſt ſubmur if 
| he would be reconciled to thePope,yca,he muſt be thus fcourged before 
the Earls, Barons, Marqucfſles, Prelates, and all the people: he made 
him-alſo ro ſwear to be obedient all his lite to the Pope and Church of 
| Rowe : and to make irreconcileable warre againſt the A1linoen- 
| es, &c, | 
| - Then did the Legare make him General of the croſſed Souldicrs for 
| the ſeige of Bezzers:The Earl knew not what todo: For to conduct an: 
Army to fight againſt thc A1bingenſes,was to fin againſt his conſcience, 
| and it he ſhould fly away , it would furniſa them with new matter of 
| | perſecution againſt him and his ſubjedts. 
| In this extremity he ſiayed in the Army a few daics,and then went 
towards Rome to reconcile himſelf to the Pope. 
. Then did the Army come before the City of Beziers , and provided 
4 wi belic- | 211 :manner of Enginesfor battery, reared up ladders fora general Eſ- 
ET calado : this the-Earl of Beziers beholding , and judging it impoſſible 
| to defend the City, he went out: and caſt himſelf down at the Legates 
feer;y -beſceching him not to puniſh the innocent with the nocen, 
which muſt needs be,if the Town were taken by ſtorm:he told him,thar 
there were inthe City great numbers of good Catholicks , which 
would. be ſubje& tothe ſame ruine with the A//:»genſes:he deſired him 
alſo.to commiſerate him now in his minority that was a moſt obedient 
- | ſervant tothe Pope , and had been —_ upin the Romeſh Church , 
in which he would live and die : The Legate told him thar all his ex- 
cuſes prevailed nothing, and that he muſt do as he may: The Earl re- 
ned into the Ciry, aſſembled the people , and told them thar he 
could obtain no merey from the Legar, except all the 4ll:ngenſes would 
come and abjure their religion, and ——__— to live according to the 
Layrs of the Church of Reme : The Popith party requeſted the 41b:z- 
genſes to yield to; this , bur the Alb:ngerſes anſwered, that they would 
nocforſake their religion for the baſe price of their frail life: that God 
Faith and coo.| WaS able , if he pleaſed,to defend them, bur if he would be plorified 
rage. by the confeſſion of their faith. it ſhould be a great honour tothem ro 
diefor/his ſake- that they had rather diſpleaſe the Pope, who could 
bus killcheir bodies , then God, who could caſt both body and ſoul in- 


UTI, 


-:Then did-the Popiſh party ſend their Biſhop to the Legate, beſeech- 
ing him noeto include them. in the chaſtiſement of the Alb19genſes:and 


| eharchebeft-way;to win the others was by gentle means,not by rigour: | 
| rhe Legate grew intogreat choler art this, ſwearing char if all che Ciry | 
| ' Uddtoorh cknowleds rnheir fav)t,they ſhould all raſte of one cup withour | 
diflincton-of religton, ſex or age: and accordingly he ſummoned the 
' Hol City 
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City preſently to yield to hisdifcrerion, which they refuſing he cauſed; 
that his Engines thould play , and that a generall affaulc mould be 
ven. | A IT Loews, | 
5 was impoſſible for them within the Ciry to reſiſt [o great violence, Betjers Rorm- 


being aſſaulted by above an hundred thouſand Pilgrims: ſo thatthe e-' 

ficmics enrred,and {lew a great multitude;and ſetthe City on fire, and | Pitbarout cru-, 

burnt it to aſhes: When the Ciry was firſt taken,the Prickts and Motiks __ 
| came forth of the great Church with Bantiers and Croſſes, finging, 
| TeDeum laudamu; bur the Souldiers, who were commanded by the Le- 
gatc to kill all, ran upon them,maderhetr heads and arms to fly abour 
the ſtreets, ſorhat they were all cut in pieces. | 0 
| Inthis City of Bezzersthey flew ſixty thouſand perſons , thePopes 
Legate ſaying to the Captains and ſouldiers,Cedite eos omnes,nouit entm 
Dominus qui ſunt ejus, Kill themall ] Catbolicks and Hereticks ]for the 
Lord knoweth who are his. | ren 

Then were theſe Pilgrims preſently condufed to Carcaffor befire 
the fourty daies of ſervice, which they had yowed to the Church of 
Rome, were expired. | 2 ; 

The Earl of Bezzers when he faw that he could obtainno favour of 
the Legate , before the Ciry was taken, lefr his charge to the Biſhop, | 
and went toC arcaffor,endeavouring to prepare and furtiiſh it for a long ] | 
fiege: bur the Legares Army tollowed him preſently,uiito wiiich there 
came a new ſupply of crofled ſouldiers our of ſundry Countries, ſo | 
that his Army now conſiſted of three hundred thouſand fighting 
men. 

Near tothe City of Carcaffon was a Town of the ſame name : the 
City was ſeated on an hill,and fenced with a double wall, yet the Pil- 
grims thought to take it ar the firſt ſight, and therefore ran with Treat 
violence upon the firſt Rampier, filling the ditch with fagots,but the 
were beaten back with ſuch courage,that the ground was covered wit 
their dead bodies: The young Earl of Bezzers won much honor in this | 
firſt encounter,encouraging his men, and telling them,that it was bet- 
ter to die fighting,thento fal intothe hands of ſuch cruel and mercileſs 
enemics, &c. The Allingeyſes much encouraged hereby , ſwore to 
him that they wonld ſpend their lives for the preſervation of the 
City. | 
The next morning the Legate conimanded a general aſſault to be 
made upon the Town of Carcafſen which was two miles from the City: 
& The people valiantly defended themſelves,bur being oppreſſed with | 
multitudes, the ſouldiers entred the Town, putting all ro the ſword and 
fire, as they had done at Bezzers. | 

Then camie the King of Arragos tothe Camp , and told the Legate 
that heunderftoud that his finfian the Earl of Bezjers was in cheGity, 
and that with his leave, he would goto him, not doubting but that he | 
ſhould prevail with him'to do his duty to the Popeand'Church : The 
Legate gave him leave,and the King approaching to the Rampier,cal- 
led for the Ear! , who came to him: thenTaid che King,tharhe deſired 
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to know of him what moved him to ſhut up himſelf in thar City a- | 
ut ſo great an Ariny of Pilgrims? the Earl anſwered, tharit was t> / 
5 fend his life, goods and Subjeds: rhar he knew well that the Pope , 
\. +... . - | underthe pretence of religion., reſolved ty deſtroy his Uncle Remuzd, 
= (1 ing Winſelfe that he ſai the cruelty which they had uſed at Beziers 
| ever againſt rhe Prieſts chemſclves : adding alſo what they had done 
W-; tothe Townof Carcaſfor , and thar they muſt look for. no mercy from 
che Legate or his Army:atid that therctore he rather choſc to die,de- 
fending himſclf with his ſubjeQs, then ro fall into the hands of ſo in- | 
cxorethe an eneiny as the Legate was: that though he had in his City | 
ſome that were of another religion, yet they were ſuch as had wrong- | 
ed none, and were come to his ſuccour in his greatcſt extremity , and 
for their good ferviec he was teſolved nor to abandon them , and thar | 
his truſt was in God the defender of the oppreſſed, that he would a- | 
fiſt them againſtthat world of ill adviſed men, who forſook their own | 
houſes to.burn, ſack, and ranſack, and kill in their houſes other men | 
without reaſon, judgement, or mercy.  .. | 
"The King returning to the Legare , told him , that his cozen was 
much diſcontented with his former dealings againſt his Subjects of Be- 
ziers & Carcaſſon, that he belicved, ſeeing rhey ſpared not the Romiſh 
Prieſts, their war was hot for Religion, buta kinde of theevery: that he 
would not yield himſelfc tothe deſcretion of ſuch mercileſſe men,e&c. 
kan. crocs | The Legate, after ſonic debate, told che King, thar for his ſake he 
ard untean- Would receive the Earl of Feziers tomercy , and that with himcwelve 
nefſe. | more might come out with bag and baggage, bur for the reſt he would 
have them wholly at his diſcrerion,and that they ſhould all come forth 
ſtark naked, men, women, maids,and children,without ſhirts,ſmocks, 
or other covering, and that then they might hope well of his mercy,he 
being rhe Popes Legate,@:. : | | 
The King much diſtaſted this propoſitions, yet reported itto the Earl |- 
of Beziers, who returned anſwer, that he would not come forth upon 
ſuch unreaſonable and unjuſt propoſitions, but would defend himſelf 
and his Subje&s.as God ſhould enable him, 
| "Thendid the Legate cauſe all his Engines to play , commanding , 
The Pilgrims | that they ſhotild take the City by ſtorm,but he was little pleaſed when 
F = he ſaw the loſſe of a great number of his Pilgrims: for they inthe City 
| threw down ſtones, fire, pitch, brimſtone , and boiling water , where- | 
| | with they ſo galled the aſſailants, that the earth» as covered, and the 
ditches filled with their deads bodies, which c«.:44 wondrous noy- 
| | 


A brave ſpeech 


Carcaſſon tor 
Garcafſ f 


| ſom Kink both inthe City an rs * 20; | 
"This overthrow cauſed divers ofthe crofled ſouldiers , having ac- | 
| 


compliſhed their fourty daics ſervice, and thereby gained Paradiſe, to 
refuſe to conquer more after ſo faire a purthaſe , and therefore they 
returned home. - | 
'The Legate being much troubled to ſee his: Army fo decreaſed, 
 { thobghe his Straragem, he ſent for a gentleman, telling him that he : 
| might.doa picce of ſervice, whereby he mightnot only merit —_ j 
TA: 5:28: *k 
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. but gaina great reward here : which was by going to the Earl of Be-; 

' zires, endeavouring to puthim into grear fears, and then ro perſwade 
| him to have recourle to the Legates mercy,and withallthar he ſhould 

; perſwade him with great Oaths and: Execrations ( whereof he could | Popiſh Pro | 
| abſolve him at his pleaſure) ro come with him to the Legare, with a(- btatols. 
' ſurance that he ſhouid be diſmiſſed ſafe and ſound, | 
| This Gentleman plaied his part ſo well, that he brought the young 
| Earl with him: The Legate preſently rold him , that he was now his 
| priſoner till Carcaſſoz was taken, and till his Subjects had berter learn- 
| ed their duty:the Earl aſtoniſhed herear,cried out that he was betrai- | 
| ed, and that faith was violated with him,&c.but this nothing prevail- 
ed, for he was preſently commitred ro the guard and cuſtody of the 
Duke of Burgorze. | | 

The inhabitants of Carcaſſoz underſtanding this ,. brake forth into | A ſpecial! pro- 
cears,and were ſo aſtoniſhed, thar they now thought of nothing bur | "#2 
how by flight to eſcape the danger, bur that ſeemed impoſlible, being 
environed with ſuch an Army : at laſt one rold them , that he heard 
ſome old men ſay, that there was a certain vault under ground, great 
and large, which went to the Caſtle of Cameret three leagues off: Then 
were all the Citizens imploied to ſearch for this vault , and having at 
laſt found it, they begantheir flight in the evening , with their wives | 
and children, carrying with them only ſome viduals for a few daies. | 
This departure was accompanied with much ſorrow thus to leave all 
their worldly cnjoyments: The nextmorning they came ro the Caſtle , 
and from thence diſperſed themſelves, ſome ro Arragoz, othersto Ca- 
| _ , others to Tholoſe , whether ir pleaſed God to conduct | Cercaſon aken 

In the morning the-Pilgrims were ſtrangely aſtoniſhed , hearing no | 
noiſe nor ſecing any man {tirring inthe Cuy , yet they approached the 
wals with much fear , leſt ir ſhould be bura ſtratagem to endanger 
chem, bur finding no oppotition,they mounted the wals,crying our,that | 
the Albiagenſes were fiedand thus was the City with all the {ſpoils tak- 
en, and the Earl of Bezzers commitred to priſon in one of the ſtrongeſt 
Towers of (arcaſſon. | 

Then did rhe Legate call all the Prelates,and great Lords of his Ar- 
my togcther,telling them,that rhough ir was requiſite thatthere ſhould 
be alwaics a Legate inthe Army , yet it was likewiſe neceſſary that 
there ſhould be a ſectlar General;wiſe and valiant, rocommand in all 
cheir affairs,@&'c.cThi-harge was firſt proffered to the Duke of Bur- 
corre, then to the %ga: Vot Eanevers,and to the Earl of $.. Pau! : but they 
all refuſed it: Laſtly, it was proffered ra-Earl Simoy of Montfort , who 
after ſome excuſes , accepted of it. . | 

The Earl being made general, ſettled himſelf at Carcaſſon with four 
chouſand Pilgrims, all the remainders of that huge Army. 

After this Earl Remuzd of Tholouſe, went to the French King for his 
Letrers of commendationto the Pope, to be by him fully cleared from | 
the death of Frier Peter,and the Pope thereupon received him courre- 
u ouſly 5 | 
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Menerhe taken. 


j ouſly , ew him full remiſſion and abſalution , and thereby declared | 


i 


him ſufficiently juſtified. = et 
S$hort)y after the Earl of Bezzers died in priſon,and Earl S;mor'was | 
pur into poſleſſion of his lands, whereupon all that bordered 1 pon | 
him began to fear him, for that he gave.tt our that the. Spring follow- | 
ing he would have. a great Army ot Pilgrims, wherewith he would | 
chaſtiſe thoſe thar had not acknowledged his authority given him by | 
the Church. Upon this occation Caſtr;s ſent unto him the keys of their | 
City ; the Caſtle of Piztes yielded ro him, and ſo did all round about | 
Carcaſſon: But the King of Arragoz ſecretly encouraged the Gentle- | 
men of the V icounty of Bezrers ,. relling them that his Pilgrims would | 
be-uncertain,and would not ſtay long with him,and char if inthe mcan | 
time they would bur keep themſelves in their Gariſons, when he was 
weak by the departure of his Pilgrims, they might then ſet upon him . 
and reduce him to reaſon. 

Theſe mefſagesgave ſuch encouragement to the Gentry , that the 
Earl S:moz being gone to Montpelliar , they took arms to ſhake off his 
yoak., befieging ſome of his ſouldiers ina Towcr near to Carcaſſoy : 
che Earl hearing of it preſently returned to ſuccor them,but the Tower = 
was taken before he came, which affront brought him into ſome con- | 
remprt : Then Captain Boxcard belonging to Earl S:mop , attempted to | 
ſurpriſe the ſtrong Caſtle of Caleret , making,his approach thereto. as 
| ſecretly as he could: Captain.Roger commanding therein for Earl Re- 
| mund ,, was come forth with.cightyhorſe to forrage : Boucard o0n' the 

ſudden charged him: but Roger doubled rhe charge in ſo furious a man-| | 
[ ner , that he overcame Boucare$ party , and brought him priſoner into 
chat Caſtle that he came to ſurpriſe. * | 

| Gerad of Pepios took part 'with! the eMit:7gerſes , ſothar the warrc 
grew hor ; butall the men that EarliS/mop took", he cauſed a grear fire 
ro be made,and caſt them into it: neither did his men eſca pe {cor-tree, 
when they fell into their enemies hands. - Hp | 

The City of Carcaſſo was hercupon ſtricken with great fear, ha- 
ving little hope to detend themlelves , but by flight , being enviconed 
on all ſides by rheir enemies. Abour this time Earl $:mcz wrote to all 
the Prelares through Exrope,that if in the Spring following they did not 
ſend him good ſtore of Pilgrims , he could-hold our no longer againſt | 
his enemies , having fincethe laſt departure of his Pilgrims,loſt above | 
fourty Towns and Caſtles ; And whileſtthat he waited for theſe new 
ſuccours, he ſurpriſed the Caſtle of Beyon,, where he pulled our the | 
eyes of above a-hulndred Albingenſes, and.cur off. their noſes , leaving | 
only one with one eye to guidethe reſt toCabaret. i 

Arno 1210, Earl Simoy being (hut upin Carcaſſoz for want of ſonl- | 
diers'; heard rhat his wife' was comming from France with many Pil- 
| grims , whereuponhe went outto meetrher :. Theſe Pilgrims :hetim-! 
ployed againſt the Caſtle of HMererbe Which art laſt: was yielded u p. 
to him for want of water. This Caſtle was defended by Remuzd,, Lord | 


| of Termes., and-was ſcituaredin Narbowe : ''one argument which Earl | 
Whit . To. Simon! 
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Simenuſed o ſtirre up his croſſed ſouldiers ro fight mantully againſt 
it, was, For (that ſaith he,) there hath Leen no Maſſe ſung in it ſince the 
| yeare L180, which is now thirty years, Upon the ſurrender of the Caſtle 


;rhey. laboured to draw this noble Lord to recant hisreligion , and | 


|urne Papi} ; bur finding him immovable , chey ſhur him up in 4 
ſtraight priſon , where ſhortly after he dicd : they alfo rook his wife, 
{iter , and daughterz who was a maid, and other Noble women, with 
whom they laboured to withdraw them from the truth both by flarrery 
and frowns , by faire ſpeeches, and cruell threats , bur when they 
ſaw that nothing would prevaile , they made an huge fire, caſtin 
them into the ſame, and burning them : God frids Annales, Alfo at- 
ecr his taking of the ſaid Caſtle , he cauſed a Frier to preach to the 
people, and to exhort them to acknowledge the Pope and Chutch of 
| Rome: burthey not ſtaying rill he had done; cried our , we will not for- 
ſake our faith , you labour but in vain , for reither life nor death ſhall make 
us abandon our beliefe;Then did theEarl and Legate cauſc a great fire 
ro be made, and caſt into ita hundred and fourſcore men 2nd wo- 
men , who went in with joy , giving God thanks for that he was plea- 
ſed ſo to honour them , gs to dic for his Names ſake : They allo told 
Earl Simon that he would one day pay dear for his cruelties. All that 
ſaw their valour, and conſtancy wete much amazed at it. 

Then did the Earl beſiege the Caſtle of Termes , whichalſo at laſt 
| was taken for want of water ; yetthey within the Caſtle , when they 
perceived that they could hold out no longer, one night quit the place 
and paſſed away undiſcovered. The Caſtle de IaYaur , was alto be- 
fieged ; in which there were many godly people : Thither came ma- 
[ny Pilgrims tothe Legate, from all Countries; and anjong{t others, ſix | 
thouſand Germazes , of whole coming the Earl. of Foix hearing, he 
[laid an ambuſh for them , overthrew and ſlew them all , nor one e- 

ſcaping bur an Earl that carried the news to Earl Simoy. After fix 
monerhs fiege the Caſtle of Y/aur was taken by afſaule , where all the 
ſouldiers were pur to the ſword ſave eighty Gentlemen , whom Earl 
Simoz cauſed to be hanged . and the Lord Aimer; ona gibbet higher 


chenall the reſt, rhe Lady his ſiſter was calledGirauda,wascalt into a 


| 


| 
| 


Courage and 
confdomh 


The Caſtle of 
Termes iaken. 


Six thouſand 
Pilgrims ſliin- 


Horrible crue!- 
ty. 


ditch , and there covered with ſtones. | 
And for the reſt of the people a very great firewas made, and they 

were pur to their choiſe , whether they would forſake their opinions , 
or periſh by the flames : There were ſcarceany of them found that 
nl 4" . — 

would doe the firſt ,. bur exhorting one another , they went into the | 

kindled fire of their own accord , faith Alciſ;odore , but more probably 

they were forced into the ſame, where joyfully they reſigned uptheir 

ſpirirs unto God: Some ſay that they were about foure hundred perſons 

that thus periſhed by fire. oo | . 
| After the return of the EarlRemund from the Pope,the Legateftill 
{ fought to entrap him, but the Earl would not come againe within his| 
reach. Thendid the Legate ſend the Biſhop of Tholouſe to him , who 


Popiſh ſabcilry 


| pretended a great deal of love and friendſhiptothe Earl , and by his 
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—— | ſabtilty at laſt prevailed with him to profer his ſtrong Caſtle of Nar- 


bees tothemrto lodgein as they paſled that way : bur as ſoon as 
the Legare and his company were cntred , they {ciſed upor-it ; and 
Irs into it a gariſon , which was a continuall vexation to all his | 

| 


ubjcs. 


x 
8 


Then did the Legate reſolve upon the utter extirpation of Ear! 
Remund , and all his houſe , is thc head. of the ' eAlbingexſes 5-bur 
reſencly after this Legate dying , Earl S/mon was truſtrared of this | 
oPCc. | Port 902% » | 
About this rime the Exglſh who now poſſeſſed Guienne, which bor- | 


dercth upon the Earldom of Tholouſe began to help the 4 lbingenſes, be. | 


| 


helpche Mlbin- { ing ſtirred up thereto by Rezward Lollard , a godly, and learned man, ' 


who by his powerfull preaching converted many to the truth., and 
defended the faith of rhe Aldzngeaſes ; for which they were fo cager- | 
ly purſucd , and conſtantly fuffered Martyrdom : And this they 
/did the rather,not only for their neighbour-hoods ſake, or for thatS;moz | 
Earl of Lecefer was a rcbell ,and traitovr tothcir King, bur becauſe | 
this Remund Earl of Tholouſe, whom they fo cruelly whipped , and o- 
ther wiſe abuſed , and had now allo excommunicated , was brother | 
in law to King Joby, For histormer wife was Foane lumetimes Queene 
of Sic:lie, which Foare was K ng Fobps ſiſter , and bare to the Earl of 
Tholouſe , Remund , who ſuccceded his father both inthe Earldome , 
and in his troubles. Fohz le Mater much commendeth this Lot- 
lard, ſaying that he forctold many things by Divine Revelation , 
which ( ſaith he ) came to paile in my time, and thercfore he purteth 
him into the rank. of holy prophets : And for his learning it is evident 
by his comment uponthe Revelation , where he ſcttcth forth many 
things that are ſpoken of the Roma Antichriſt. This worthy man 
| was afterwards apprehended in Germazy ; and being delivered to 
the ſecular power, was burnt at Collep. 
) Azz 1211. AncwLegatecalled Theodoſius was appointed to ſuc- 
| cced who excommunicated Earl Remuzd , and the Bithop of Tholeuſe 
thereupon ſent the Earl word that he muſt depart out of the City, for * 
that he could not ſay Maſlc whileſt an excommunicated perſon was 
{in the City : The Earl returned this anſwer , being netled ar his in- 
ſolency , that he ( the Biſhop) thould preſently depart out of his Ter- 
ritories , and that upon pain of his life : accordingly the Biſhop de- 
parted , and took with him the Canons of the Cathedrall Church , 
with the Croſſe , Banner , and Hoſt, and all of them barefooted in 
Proceſſion : Coming thus tothe Legates Army , they were received 
as perſecuted Martyrs, with the teares of the Pilgrims, and generall 
applauſe of all. | 
Then the Legate thought that he had ſuffici-nt cauſe to proſecute | 
Earl Remuzd, as 2 xr Thor 1mpenttent min; bur firſt he ſought by | 
craft to get him into his power , and with his fairflatering letters , he 
at laſt drew himonce again to. Arles : The Earl had requeſtcd the | 
King of Arragon to meet him there, Vhen they were bo _ the | 
| egare 
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Legate commanded them upon the pain of his high indignation » that? 


they ſhould nor depart , but with his leave: Whileſtthey were there; 
the Earl was privately ſhewed by a friend , The Articles of the 
Legate to which he would enforce hun to ſubſcrib , which were 
thele, ; 9 : | 1! 
1. That the Earl of 7holoyſe ſhould preſently diſmiſs , and caſhiere 
all his menat Armes, not reſtraining one, . | 494; 
2. That he ſhall be obedient, and ſubje& to the: Church : andire- 
paircall the coſts , and damages which che Church hath beenar. :' | 
3. That in his lands , no man ſhould .cat of more then two -ſotts| 


of fleth. | 


4. That he ſhall expell out of his territories all the Hereticks, and 
their allies, 5: 3: ©1 
5. That he ſhall deliver into the hands of the: Legate ,. and of 
Earl Simoz, all thoſe perſons that ſhall be named unto him; | 11 
6. That no man in his lands whether noble , or ignoble , ſhallwere/ 
any coſtly apparcll , but black courſe clokes. . Wo 
7. That All his C 
round. | | | 
8. That no Gentlemen of his ſhall live inany City, or Caſtle , butir 
country houſes, or villages only. | 3 3; 
9. That he thall nor levie in his land any taxes, or tolls, but ſuch as 
in old time were accuſtomed, ol 4.9 
10, That every Maſter of a family ſhall pay yearly four Tholouſtan 
pence tothe Legate. | 


11, Thatwhen EarlS;moy ſhall paſſe through his countries, he ſhall | 


beare their charges. 


\ 


ftles of defence ſhall be razed FY the | 
| 


I 2, That after his performances of theſe things , he ſhall go intothe | 
Holy lazd to fight againſt the Turke, and never return againe into his 
owne country, but by the leave of the Pope, or his Legate. 

Remund having read over theſe Articles ſhewed them to 
the King , who adviſed him prefently to mount on horſeback,” leaſt 
ſeifing upon him. , they might the better become maſters vf all his e- 
ſtare which accordingly he did. The Legate was much troubled that 
he had thus loſt his prey , and deſpairing ro do any more by ſubrilty , 
he reſolved to ſet upon him by force : and thereupon he beſieged the 
Caſtle of Montferrand , where Baldwin , the brother of the Earl of 
Tholouſe was governour : Bald: , at lealt pretending inability tode- | 
tend the place, yielded itup, and abjuring his opinions turned Papyſt. 

The Earl of Tholouſe ſeeing himſelte thus | betrayed: by his 
brother , lamented exceedingly : but a greater miſchiefe foone after 
befell him - For the Legate, and Earl S:mez wotne from him by | 
cheir ſubtilty , the King of eArragor ,; his only prop under God -and'i 


thatby this meanes they agreed thatthe King: of Arragons daughter | 


ſhould be married to Earl S:moz's eldeſt ſon, 1nconfideration whereof. 
the King of .4zragon inveſted Simoz.in the Earldom of Beziers::and 


| 


now.they intend jointly ro befieg Tholoyſe : For which. end! the Biſhop 


& of | 


Articles a< *© 


gainſt Earl 
Kemund, 


Earl Remund 
in danger. 
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betrays him, 
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, of Tholouſe was ſcnt to levy ſouldicrs.in Frazce,and ar his returne haſted | 
to Tholouſe: which Earl Remund hearing of, ſallyed out of the Ciry with | 
IN five hundred horſe, and ſome foot,marching ro che bridg: which goerh | 
| Y eged. <2" {overtheriver of Garezze nor far from Tholouſe, hoping citherto gaine 
. | it, or tobreake it down: but being overpowered by multitude, he 
was forced to make a retrcat, and the enemie purſued him to the | 
very gates of Tholouſe : But Earl Remund ſecing their infolency , ſal- 
lyed out againe with a greater firength , and charged them fo gal- 
lantly , rbat he beat them back tothe bridge , which bejng burnar- | 
 _ | row , he ſlew almoſt all of them there : and took. priſoner a- 
The Pilgrims | onglt them , Aimery the ſon of Earl Simon. Earl Simoz hearing of 
this loſs,haſted withall his army to the City,and gave a furious aflaule 
to it , butthe ditches were ſoone filled with the dead bodies of the ez 
| l nemic. beaten frum their ſcaling laddars: and the Earl himſclte was: 
i beaten from his horſe: In the middeſt of this aflaulr, came the Earl! of 
| The fiege rail- | Campriene ſoon enough to be well beaten for his welcome , Earl Simox | 

wg finding ſuch ſtout reſiſtance from the Citizens , cauſed his Pilgrimes 
| to ſpoilthe Orchards, Gardens , and Vineyards about the City , 

[which being perceived ; the Preſident of Argeves iſſued out of the 

City ſuddenly , and flew a number of the Pilgrims , and on another 
| part, theEarl of Foix ſlew as many as he could meet with. 

TheEarl of Bar ſecing the diſorder of the PopsſhArmy cried out aBar, | 
aBax,but the Citizens otTholouſe charged himfo bravely.that being dil. 
| comfited, he was Faigne to fly amongltthe reſt. After this vitory Earl 
Remund returning to Tholouſe cauſed publike, and folemne thanks tobe | 
| returned unto God , for the ſame. 
| | Earl S;mop after this lead his Army into the country of the Earl of 

Forx,,who was now fick,where he took ſome townes:alſo the Legat wirh 
another part of the army went to Roquemaur,and in his way took the To. 
_ perfidi- | wer of Caſſas;and cauſed abovean hundred menthat were found there. 
whom rg = | inmoſi cruelly to be burned alive, and levelled che Tower to the carth. 
Earl Remurd being much afflicted for the loſs, and alicnation of his an- 

cient friend the King of Arragor, ſtudied how he might regaine bim, and 

for thatend propounded a match berweene his only ſon.and heire,and 
the King of Arragons daughter, which motion the King readily im- 
braced, and ſotheir amity was againe revived. > _ 
Not long after the King of Arragon ſent a letter of defiance to Earl 
S:mon., who ſent the ſame all over Chriſtendom toſtir up Pilgrims to 
aſliſt hum for the deſtru&ion of the King who (as he ſaid) was now be- 
come'the Captaine of the Alb:ngerſes : and in the meane time the 
Popes Legate raiſing an army in Fraxce , went ſpeedily into the Earl!- 
dome of Fo;x , and rook ſome Towns, purting all to the ſword wichour 
diſtin&tion of ſex: or age , and taking alſo St..Aythontes , he cauſed 
thirty ofthe princi al men to be hanged in cold blood, after he had 

granted them thelr lives. ; | 

| " ArmChbriſti 1213. Peter King of Arragon with a great army of Ar- 
ragopois, and Tholouſians beſieged MHuret, a firong Towne ſcituated 
— upon 
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pon the river Gar70zxe near unto Thelosſe:There was.ih his Army'the 
Earls of Tholouſe : Comminges, and of Fox; bur the nigtirtollowing, the 
Popiſh Biſhops ſenttwo Frzers to him ,:defiring him | to take pity 
on the Church: and not to undertake the defence of the Herericksbur 
chey laboured in vaine , for the King would not deſertthem , where- 
| upon they-prepared the next day to give him battle , and whileſt $;- 
| mo Montfort was encouraging his fouldiers, the Biſhop of Tholouſe 
| carryed a cructhx in his hand,whereupon the Caprains alighring,ado- 
| redirt with and humble kiſs. Then the Biſhop of Commrzges, getting 
upon an high place took the crotle in his hand, and blefſed the Army 
with ir , promiting forgivencſle of all fins to. all char dyed in | 
that quarrel] : RAereupon S:mop divided his army into three Bat- | 
talia's in the name of the Txt, and ſo joyning battle,they foughr 
very gallantly on both ſides \ till ar length che King of Arragon was 
; {laine, and to God ( who dothnot alwayes proſper the beſt cauſe ) 
gave the victory to the Popelings , and they were flaine in the fight, 
| and purſute about two millions of the Alþ:ngenſes, as their enemies re- 
ported. The A4141zgesſes attributed this loſs ro Gods: jadgement up- = | 
So the humane conitdence of the King , who truſted roo much in 
his great numbers , and was feaſting* whileſt his enemies. were 
plotting, L | 22h 
After this victory the Popes agents ſent abroad their letters into divers | 
countries for a new ſupply of Pilgrims utterly to root out the Heretztts. | 
| With this victory Earl. $imaz was fo puffed up, thathe ſum- | 
moned the Earls of Thelouſe , Forx and Commyrges , and the Prince | 
of Bearz,to deliver to him the keyes of thoſe Cities and Caſtles | 
i which they poſicfled: They returned noantwer , but cach of them be- | 
'tooke himleli to his own Territories ,- to provide the beſt rhey could j 
for their affairs. | 
Earl Remuzd retired to Mo2talbon, writing to them at Tholerſe , | 
that underſtanding that the Biſhop of 4rras vas coming with a great | 
Army of Pilgrims againſt them, and chat he was altogether difabled 
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to defend their City , he had adviſed them therefore that they ſhould | | 

make the beſt rerms they could tor rhemſelves. with Earl S:moz,yer de- | 

fired them to reſcrve their hearts for him ; till God ſhiould give him 

| meanes to free them from thoſe miſerics. In the z»te#im , the Earls of on 

| | 

| | 
( 


Forx , Comminges, aid the Prince of Bearz did what they could to infeſt| 
;theenemies Armies. 1 + 3A 071755 Mme 
/ .Uponrhe former advice the Citizens of Tholouſeſentſome Depuries 


| to Earl $1192zt9-proter him the keyes of their City;whom he _— 


. 


Pepiſh ..perfidie.; 
| ouſaclle, 


{ 
| honourably, and preſently wrote to; Lewrs ſon of King Philip; thatthe | 
| Giry of Tho/ayſe.was offcred to him, . burhis deſire was that he thould} | 
| come and have the honour. of raking ir ;:;. The Prince went thirher:im-} { 
mediately, and had The!oyſe delivered to him : Yet the Legate- re-] | 
{ ſolved that the pillageot ir ſnould be given to his Pilgrims , and'the 
' City diſmantled , which was preſently executed , though contrary to 
'the- promiſe mad? to the Citizens, that no wrong {hould be done roithe] 

City. | Then) 


d 


Y 
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— 1, - Then.came therea new Legate of the Popes called Boxaventare with | 
thoſe that had taken on them the Crofle. Viz. the Earleof Saint Pasl, | 
| the Earle of Savoy, the Earle of Alenzo7 , the vicount of Melun , Mathew | 
Subcilty de Montmorency,and other great Lords. The Legate ſceing ſo many Pil- | 
orims,feared leaſt Prince Lewis (ſhould rake upon him todilpoſe of divers : 
places held by the Albizgeyſes , to the prejudice of the Church : Whiere- | | 
upon he preſently ſent ro all thoſe places Abſolution and proteQtion , ſo | 
that when the Prince came againſt chein, they ſhewed thar chey were un- ; 
der the protection of the Church: Yea the Legarte told the Prince , that ' 
fince he had takenupon him the Croſſe, he was to be ſubje& to his com- : 
mands ; becauſe he preſented the perſon of the Pope , whoſe Pardons ' 
( faith he) you come to obraine by obeying the Church, and not by com- , 
| manding as the ſon of a King. The Prince diſſembled his diſpleaſure * 
at this audaciouſneſſe ; and the poore Albingenſes were ſo op- | 
rmR by new Armies of Pilgrims , that they ſunk under the burthen | 
of it. 

The Prince , when his fourty daies ſervice were expired, retired him- 
ſelf , beingmuch diſcontented toſee ſo much tyranny exerciſed againſt 
the Albingenſes. | 

Then did Earl Si0z befieg the Caſtle of Fix , but having lain ten 
dayes before it, he found to his coſt that the place was not to be won by 
him: For where as Earl Simozs brother quartered” at w arilles , the Earl | 
of Forx diſlodged him, and flew him with his launce, putting to flight 
all bis men, News hereof being brought to Earl Szmon he {wore that 
he would drive the Earl of Foz: behinde the Pyrenean Mountaines : but 
preſently he had intelligence that a great Army of the Arregonois, and 
( atalunians were come into the Earldom of Beers , threatning to be 
revenged on him forthe dearh of their good King, where upon he levied 
| bis fiege in haſt, and marched thitherwards : But the Earle of Foix , 
who knew the paſſages better then he , lay in ambuſh forhimina place 
fit for his turne , and (uddenly ſetting upon his Pilgrims , flew a gfear 
| number of them : only Earl Simon with a few others eſcaped , and went 
to Carcaſson : but before he came thither, the Arrogoaois were gone, elſe 
might they eaſily have diſcomfired him, yet ſhortly atter they returhed 
again, and Earle Simon was foundly beaten by them , ſo that he'was 
forced . to ſhut himſelf up in Carcaſſon till he had a new- ſupply of 
Pilgrims. | | | 
; "wan after came Remuzd the ſon of Earl Remwnd out of England, 
Young R#- | Where hehad been bred under his uncle King John, with an Army, and 
| munds fucceſſe. | 11ickly made bimfelf Maſter of the City of Beaucaire,and almoſt famiſh- 

{ ed them that held the Caſtle , ſothat they yeelded it up to depart with 
their baggage. There Earl S7moy'loſt a hundred Gentlemen that he had 
laidiinambuſh.neer unto the City , whom young Remnnd in a (ally cut in 


| Earl Simon ho- Pieces. | | | 
nodred.  - | Anno 1214, The Legatecalleda Councel at Mez#pelier, for renuing of 


{ 


Prince Lews 
retire*, 


Earl Simon 
bearen. 


the Army of the Church , and to confirm the authority of Earle Simos ; 
where: they declared him to be Prince of all the Countries conquer- 


| ed | 


hn 3 i 


| —— 


| and the invincible defender of the Catholick Faith. Burt . whileſt Earl 
Simoa was in the Council receiving this his new honour, a great ru- 


diſguiſed , hiding himſelf like a baſe ſcoundrell, for feare of the rafcall | **4 diſgraced, 


multitude. | | | "= 
Anno Chriſti 1215. Their wasa Councill held by the Popeat Lateraz gaink the AI” 
I | bingenſes, 


poor people were every where horribly tortured that were bur ſuſpe&ed | pop;th cructty | 


| Bytheſame Latcran Councill, Earle Simon had the forementioned 


hem of his garment, 

VWhen he had recived his Inveſtiture from the King of France , being 
attended with an hundred Biſhops that had preached the Croſle in their | 
| Diocels,and with an exceding great Army of Pilgrims he haſted to make | 
- himſelf Lord of all thoſe countries , which che Pope had given him. 
Sc that all men trembled at his reproach, and with this great Army of | 
| Pilgrims he took in divers places, uſing great cruelty, putting men kph 
\ women and childrento the ſword. Then was he marching toT/holosſe, 
purpoſing to pillage and raze it tothe ground : But by the way his wife | Cruelty, 

{ent him word that he muſt ſpeedily come to her relief, being beſieged 
{in the Caſtle of Narbonres , by the Earl of Tholowſe z but by this tume 
many of his Pilgrims were returned into Frazce, 
| Yer Earl Si-0 haſted co the reliet of his wite , and being come be- 
fore Tholouſe , the people by cheir frequent allies made char place too | ,,. iO bra 
hot tor his abode. The Legate perceiving that he was mach aſtoniſh- _ 
ed atit, ſaid unto him ; Fear nothing , we ſhall quickly recover the 00 
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Thankſgiving. 
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Many Pilgrims 
flaine, : 
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E. Sim flain 
by 2 woman. 
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| talke with great aſſurance, but if the Earl Lelieve you, it will te little for 
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and then we will deſtroy all the inhabitants ; and if any of our Pilgrims are 
in the fight, they ſhall , as Martyrs, immediately paſſe to Paradiſe. here- 
upon one of Ear! S;moys great Captains ſaid , HMorſieur Cardinall , you 
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his profit, for you, and other Prelates have Lees the cauſers of all this evil, and. 
will be of more, if he Lelieve you. Then was it reſolved that the Ciry 
ſhould be beſieged on the fide of Gaſcoz: , bur the Citizens made ſuch | 
a blunt (alley, that they pur their enemies to flight; and preſently the/ 
Earl of Foix coming with new ſupplics, fell upon Earl Simozs, chaſed 

him to the river Garoxxe , where many of his Pilgrims were drowned a1 
and the Earlc with his horſe fell into the river, and hardly! 
eſcaped. | 

The EarlRemurd cauſed publick thankſgiving to God for this happy 
victory. 

Earl Simon being in great perplexity , a Biſhop bid himbe of good | 
comfort, for that the Cardinal had ſent meſſengers throughout the { 
world to raiſe him ſuccours.and ſo. he was inforced to wait,with much | 
impaticncy, the coming of theſe new ſupplies, = | 

Anno 1218, There cameto him a hundred thouſand Pilgrims, and 
he was refolved that they ſhould earn their pardons , knowing that at 
the end of fourty daies they would vaniſh : Whereupon the next | 
morning they were ordered to give a generall aſſault to Thelouſe: But 
Earl Remuza perceiving in the night that they were very ſecure , be- 
cauſe of their great multitude, he fallied out upon them, and that with 
ſo good ſucceſle , that ere morning all the field was covered with their 
dead bodies, and the Earl with his men being weary with killing, re- 
turned into the City to give thanks unto God for his aſſiſtance. 

Then did Earl S:moz enter into the Caſtle of Nartonres to ſee if he 
could diſcerne any way tv enter into the City , but finding' none , it 
much troubled him , whereupon two Lords gave him Coun- 
ſell to come to ſome honourable agreement : yet the Cardinal Be- 
trad told him that there was no need for him ſoto do ; To whom 
one of them anſwered, Morfieur Cardinal, pray you where finde you that| 
you ſhould take from Earl Remuznd, and his ſon that which belongs unto them : 
If I bad known as much as 1 know now, I had never taken upon me this} 
buſineſs. | | 

After nine monerhs ſiege the Citizens of Tholouſe madeanother ſally, 
killing as many of the croſſed ſouldiers as they encountered with; and | 
Earl $:moz coming in tothe reliefe of his men, had his horſe ſhot in 
the head with an arrow , which canſcd him to run away with him , 
which one ofthe A1b:ngerſes ſecing, with his Croſs-bow he ſhot him 
chorow the thigh; S:moz perceivingrthathe loſt much bloud , was la- 
bouring to get out of the preſſe, but juſt at that preſent, a woman 
diſcharging an engine from the walls of Tholoyſe , a ſtone parted his; 
head from his ſhoulders ; and thus by Gods juſt judgement , he that, * 
had been the deflourer and murtherer of many women , was himſelfe 


flaine by a woman. 
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mags + . * » | Prince Lewis 
' hor for him, he returned without doing any thing of note : yer in | hivcructy, | 


thouſand. | 
Upon his retiorne the Legat Bertrand being weary oftheſe warres, | 

wrote to Pope Honorics the 3. defiring to be recalled becauſe of 
his age : yet with all, he ſignified a neceſlity of continuing theſe warrs 
Otherwiſe ( faith he) not only the lands of the Abingexſes wilbe loſt, 
' but the Church of Rowe itſelf will be ruined , the Do@rin of the 41- 
| binze;-ſes ſhaking the authority of the Popes themſelves : And(ſaithhe ) 
| this war hath coſt uz very deare , for within leſs then fifteene years 'Þ 
| there hath dyed above three hundred thouſand Crofled ſoldiers : 
and therefore all wilbe loſt , except theſe Here:icks be utterly de- 
| ſtroyed. 
| This occaſioned the Pope to ſenda new Legat # Conradus Biſhop of 
Portua } Alfo he granted toall Croſfed ſoldiers that fought againſt 
| the Albingenſes the ſame in dulgences as to thoſe that went to fight 
againſt the Saracens in the Holy [and : Moreover he tooke King , 
Philip of France intohis proteRtion , and made peacebetwixthim , and 
{young King Herry the third of England : ſo that Philip wholly bent | | 
himſelf to roote out the Goſpellers. 

Anno Chriſti 1220. Earl Gaido of Monfort , fon, and heire to Earl Earl Guido 
| $/,9109 went againſt the 41b;,genſes , but was ſoone afterſlaine by the E, | Line. | 
| of Sant Giles as he beſieged a Caſtle in Tholoyſe : Then did his brother 
' Almerick beſieg the ſame Caſtle , and ſwore that he would never depart | 
from it till he had taken ir - Bur after a while, his hoped-for aides fail- | | 

{ 
| 


| put to the {word men, women, and children to the number of five | 


ing him, he was faigne to leave the fiege and depart. After whoſe 
departure the A4/1b::genfes recovered many places. | 

Anno Chriſti 1221. the young Emperor Frederick , by the inſtiga-] 
tion of the Pope ,|publiſheda cruell, and bloody Edi againſt the Goſ- mY _ 
| pellers within his Dominions, where in he damned them with perpetuall| againft chem 
| 1gnominy , and declared them publick enemies : Commanding their 
/ goods to be confiſcated , without redemption ; and their ſons to 
i be diſinherited. As alfo that all of them that were apprehended 
: by the Inquiſitors or others, ſhould be kept ia Pciſon, till they were kil- 
| Jed with an abomminable death : The like puniſhment he commanded} | 
{to be inflicted on all ſuch as ſhould aide , or aſſiſt them. Allo 
' he tooke away all benefit of appeale from ſuch as were receivers , or 
' favourers of them. And further he commanded that their houſes, and 
the houſes of ſuch as ſhould receive , defend , or favaur them , either! 
where they have taught, or where they have laid on hands , ſhould| 
| X 2 be! 
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The Goſpdlersbe plucked downe , and never more repaired. 
v.ſpcrſcd Alſo the ſame yeare ſome of-rheſe 41bingenſes going into Boſiaand 
Dalmatia drew many of the people to imbrace their faith , whereupon 
the Biſhop of Colle was ſent thither by Pope Honorine as his Legate, 
and required to force them to returne to the Catholick faith ( as they 
called ir ) either by perſwaſton, orby the arms of the Crofled ſoul- 
diers , but where neither prevaile&-,-he being aweary of the work, 
left it to the F7rer pred;cants to ſee it by arguments they could convince 
 Perſeeured. | and convert them , (olumminus the King- afſiſting them : and ( ſaith | 
mine Author ) when they had got footing , they burnt with fires thoſe | 
| that were obſtinate in their Hereſfies, and purged the Churches which | 
were defiled by them : Leander de wiris iliuft, ordinis predica- 


' 


torum. | 
NR eAnno Chriſti 1223. Bartholmew , the Biſhop of the 414:nzenſes of | 
| The Golpellcrs - . , . } 
Lncrdle, . _ , ordeined a Biſhop for Bulgary, Croatia , and Dalmatia , where | 
their faith ſpread ſo faſt, that Biſhops themſelyes were drawn to be | 


of their opinion, whereupon Conradins Biſhop of Portua , the Popes | 
Legate wrote to the Arch-Biſhop of Roaz , and his Suffragan Biſhops, 
ro meer, with others Biſhops at a Councill to be held at Sexs againſt 
the ſaid Bartholmew : who ( ſaith the Legate ) in his letters , ftiles 
himſelt ſervant of the ſeruants of God : and runs about , Creating 
Biſhops, and endeayoring perfidiouſly to gather Churches. Mathew 
Pars. 

oy Anno Chriſti 1226.(faicththe ſame Author) the Crofle was preached 
LEW Prect Fi over France by Remanus the Popes Legate , againſt the Albingenſes , 
them. © | where inhe commanded all that were able ro beare arms to ſigne 

| them ſelves with the {igne of the Croſle againſt the Earl of Tholowſe , 

and his people: and at his preaching, a great mulcitude of Prelates , and 
Lay men tooke upon them the ſjgne of the Croſſe , yet more for 
tear ofthe King of Fraxce, and for tayour of the Legate, then induced 
by the juſtneſs of the cauſe. Burt the King of Fraxce being ſigned 
with the Crofle , would not take upon him the expedition , unleſſe 
the Pope would forbid the King of Ezglazd under paine of excommu- 
nication to move war againſt him for any land that he poſſeſſed at that 
preſent, either iuſtly or unjuſtly : which accordingly the Pope did , and 
cur King Hezry the third upon receipt ' of the Popes letters 
aflemblcd his Nobles to conſult with them what he ſhould do upon this 
in hibition, at which time their was preſent one M r William Perepund, 
(kilfull in 4ffronomy , who conſtantly affirmed before the King; Thar if 
the King of France took upon him this expedition, he ſhould either never 
-returne alive , or elſe ſhould meet with as greate confuſion as might be , 
both of his perſon, eſtate, and followers. | 

The King of Fraxce having thus ſcrtled his affaires at home , he to- 
| gether with the Legate, appointed a Pcremptory day for the Crofſed- 
ſouldiers to come to a rendevous with their horſes , and Arms at Lyons, 
from which at the time appointed he began his expedition with 
| an huge Army which was accounted invincible, whom _ _ 
| Ms | | ollowe 


- 
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| followed with Arch-Biſhops ; Biſhops &c, In the Army there were 
| reckoned ro be fifty thouſand Knights, and men at Arms on horſback , 
' beſides an innumerable company of footmen ; and then did the Le- 
| gate publickly excommunicate-the Ear] of Theloxſe , putting all his 

favourers , and lands under /»terdiF, 

The King thus marching with his glittering Arms ; and terrible 
| Army on Whitſon-Eve came to Avignion,the firſt City in Jholouſe, pur- 
poſing to deltroy the whole land of the Earl , from one end to the other, 
an utterly to root out the Inhabitants thereof : yet very cunningly the 
| King and the Legare ſentro the Citizens, only deſiring paſſage through 
! the City, that they might follow their1ourney the neereſt way; The Ciri- 
zens conſulting together, returned anſwer, That they ſuſpected fraud, nei- 
ther would they admir theminto the City,where upon the King in agreat 
rage, {wore that he would not depart-thence till he had taken theCity. 

The Citizens valiantly defended themſelves fo that the fieg 
laſted long , and the Earl of Thelowſe being a skilfu[l warrior, o__ be- 
before the comming of the French Army , had withdrawne all kind j = 
of victualls together with the women , children , andcarttell into places 
of ſafety : Hereupon the Kings Army fell into great wants , ſo that 
multitudes periſhed by famine : Their horſes and beaſts alſo were 
| ſtarved;for the Earl had cauſed all the meddowes to be plowed up in the 
whole country ſo that they had no fodder but what was brought out of | 
France: And their wants daily increafing , many Legions went out | 
of the Kings Camp to ſeek for food , and fodgder , bur the | 4 Famine in 
Earl of Tholouſe with aflyinz Army , many times lay in am- *** Kings Ar- 
buſh for them , and cur off multitudes of them. They allo that | 7 
lay in the fiege before the City were miſerably waſted by darts, | 
and ſtones ſhot in ingines from the walls by the Citizens valiantly de- | 
( fending themſelyes ; and a generall famine overſpread all , bur it | 
raged moſt amongſt the poorer ſort, who had neither food nor 
money : Alſo out of the dead. carkafſes of men, and beaſts their 
bred certaine great , and blackflies, which comming into there tents by 
{warms with an horible humming , infeed their meat, anddrink , and 
when they were not able todrive them from their cupps , and diſhes, | 
many of the Pilgrims periſhed ſuddenly by their meanes. But the King 
and Legate were eſpecially troubled , and confounded to think what 
reproach it would be to them, and to the Church of Rome , that ſo 
gallant, and numerous an Army ſhould vndertake ſuch an expedi- | | 
tion, and be able toeffe&t nothing: Then the chiefe Princes , and Cap- | 
tains being weary of the long ſtege amongſt ſo many deaths, ſollicit 
thata generall ſtorme might be given to the City , hoping by their | - | 
multitudes to oppreſle the Citizens , which being refolyed upon , | 
ſuch a great multitude of Armed men thronged upon the bridge that 
goes over the river of Rhodanws , that the bridge breaking under them , Pp 
three thouſand of them were drowned in that ſwift river. Many x them 

Preſently after as the French were one dayat dinnerthe Citizens dif. | ©": 
covering there carleſneſs, fuddenly (allied forth, & violently ſetting upon | The French | 

| ; RES: them | dexen- | 
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them, ſuddenly flew Twemy thouſand of them with out any lofſe to | 
| themſelves ,and ſo retircd : and the King of France commanded the | 
{ dead bodies ro be throwne into the, River affording them no | 


{ other buriall:Then did he alfo remove h1s fieg ro afarcher diſtance,and | 


The 
K ng removes | 
farther tom \ tO Prevent the like attemprs,cauſed agreat ditch to be caſtup between 
the City. | the City and his camp: and the Legatc with his Prelates not knowing | 
| how otherwiſe to reveng themſelves, Anathematized the Earl of Tholeu- 
ſe,and all the ſubjects: But whors they curſed,the Lord ble fea; For ſhortly 


| | after he ſen t a very great plague into the French campe , ſo that king 


Lews,toefcapethe ſame , retired himſelf into the neighbouring Abbey 
of Monpenſier where he reſoly ed to remain till the City ſhould be taken | 
Aplague in the | Unto whom came Henry, Earl of Compaigze , deſiring to be diſmiſced , 
Ecench C2912 | having now ſereved his fourty daies:but the King denyed his requeſt. To 
whom the Ear} ſaid, that haw#ng performead what was injoyned, he neither 
might nor world be ftaid any longer « The King being very angry hereat , 
{wore that if he departed, he would waſt his whole land with fire, and | 
ford: yet the Earl, according to his former refolution, went his waies : 
The King of { and ſhortly afte r the Lord ſtruck the King with ſickneſs whereof he dy- | 
Efance djzth. } eg: The Legatc , and great Capt aines concealed his death for a month 
copgether,and in the/zterim ſenr meſsengers laboring to draw the Citizens 
| toa compoſition,and Commiſſioners,being ſentto the Camp,the Legate 
perſwaded them to refigne up their City to him upon promile, that they 
ſhould injoy their lives eſtares, and liberties.in a better manner then 
chey had formerly:but they anſwered,that they would not liveunder the 
power of the Frenchme whoſe pride,andinfolency they had often tryed. 
| After along Parlee the Legare defired that himlelt and the Pralates, 
might be admitted into the City , ſwearing with a great oath that he 
had continued the ſieg folong only that he might ſeek the ſalvation of | 
their ſouls. The Citizens giving creditto his promiſe , not ſ{uſpeQi 
his treachery , after mutuall Oarhs given on either fide , admitted him | 
with the Prelates , and cheir followers into the City - but contrary to 
wok theiroaths the Frenchmen tollowed , violently cuſhing into the City 
cents creache. | When the Gates were open, and ſeizing upon the Citizensthey bound 
rs them , plundered their houſes, and flew many, and having thusby | 
treachery made tchemſelyes Maſters of the City , they brake downe 
the walls , and the ſtrong towers of that noble City. 
During this fieg their periſhed more then 22000. of the Pilgrims , 
by famine, (word , peſtilence , and other waies: and ſothe reſt ferurned 
eo their owne homes. | | 
| Anzo Chriftt 1228. The Pope [ now Gregory ] being implacably bent | 
to rout out the Albingenſes, ftirredup the young King of Fraxce againſt 
The vounz | them , who ſent agreat Army into Provexcevrrerly to deſtroy them , 
Ling of France\ which Army hearing thar- the Earle of Tholosſe was in the caſtle called. 
pecſecuts thee | 6 4, ,,e#,they purpoſed to beſieg himas being there ſhut up:Bur the Earl: 
having noticeof their intent,with _— troopes he lay in ambuſhin a! 
wood through which they were to paſſe:8 when they were come to the | 
| ' place,he gallantly aaulted chem 8 aftera bloudy fight,ſlew many,took | 
471: xznics be. | Lyohundred Knights, &abourt two thouſand men at Arms:The Knights: 
he 
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| ke impriſoned: but of the other he cauſed ſom? of their cyes ro be 
| pulled out,others to have thetr noſes cur off and fo diſmiſled them Thar ! 
| {ummer the King of Fraxce icnt three Armies againſt chem, all which 
were Either put to fiight or taken, and impriſoned by the ſaid Earl, 
Mathew Paris. | 

Yet the ſame yeare , /mbert of BeaUim went againſt them with a 
| great Army of Croſled fouldicrs,amongtt whom were three Arch-bi- | 
| thops,every one with the Pilgrimes ot his Juri{diftion: And the Earl of | 
| Tholouſe ( being as it {: emes unprovided) was faigne to thur up 1.im- 
ſelfe within the wals of Tholvyſe, where he was ſtrongly befieged 
by the Pilzrimes, whoalſo waſted , and ſpoiled his country, and har- 
veſt, far and ncre on every fide : And the ftege continning, the Ci- 
tizens ſuifered great Famine, and when they were brought ro this ex- 
trremiry che Abbart of Grapdſylue went from the Popes Legare to offer | 
peace to Earl Remynd , and the Tholouſtans : Some of the Earls Cap- 
tains diſſwaded him from ir, knowing the perfidiouſneſle of thePapiſts, 
bur the cries of the hunger ſtarved multitude prevailed , fo thar a 
Truce was agreed upon tor certaine datcs , _ Earl Remnzd upon 
the day appointed went to the place where the peace ſhould be con- 
cluded. But when he came thither, the Abbat perſwaded him that 
it was neccflary that theagreement thould be perteed in the pre- 
ſence of the Queen Mothers, who was regent of F-axce , and pawn- 
ed his faith to htm, that if he would go to her, ſhe ſhould go ; and re- 
turne in ſafety. The Earl overcome by theſe promiſes afſented, and ij 
Meaux was the place choſen by the Queen for their meeting. But 
as ſoone as Earl Remuzd came thithcr, contrary to all oaths, and en- | 
gagements,he was made a priſoner,and had a guard ſet upon him that 
he mightnot ſtart afide; and inſtead of a treaty , he nmwſt ſubmit to 
whatſoever ſhould be enjoyned; 

It was a lamentable thing (ſaith the Hiſtoriographer of Lazouedock) 
xo ſee ſo brave a man , that for ſo long a time* was able to reſiſt the 
whole power of Fr4xce,to come in his thirt, and linnen breeches bare- 


tht... 
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their to accept of ſuch hard, and unreaſonable conditions as they were 
pleaſed to impoſe upon him: Amongſt which theſe were ſome: that he 
| ſhould abjure the Hereſie which hitherto he had defended ;That for 

the future he ſhould be ſubje& to the Church of Rgme. That he ſhonld 
caſt all the Hereticks out of his dominions: That he ſhould give his only 
daughter Foaze in marriage to one of the King of Frazce his brethren : 
That he ſhould pay a yearly ſtipend to {ix Popiſh Profeſſors of the 
liberall Arts, and to two Grgmmar/azs at Tholouſe: That he thould take 
upon him the Crofle , and for five years wage warre againſt the $4- | 
racens , and other enemies of the Faith, and Church : And laſtly , 
thathe ſhould levell wich the ground the walls of the City of Tholouſe, | 
and the walls of 30. other Ciccs, and Caſtles at the appointment of 
the Legate, and fill up their ditches , and ſo remaine a priſoner in 
the Loxver at Paris, tillLhis daughter Foane was diſcovered to the Kings 


meſlengers at Carcaſſ Os by tad 


foor,and bare-lcged to the Altar inthe preſence of the Cardinals,and |* 
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| 160 | T hePerſecution, cf the Albingentes, | 
Pope Gregiries; Anno Chriſti. 1229. diverſe Councils were held againſt the 111; | 
Counſclls a- | genſes : One at Tholouſe , the Acts whereot were proclaimed in. that 
p2.olt chem. [Ciry by Romarss, the Popes Legare, another at Ngrlopre,where more, 
and more cruell decrees were made againit them. A third at Bezies 
exceeding in rigour both the former : and amongſithe reſt an oath of 
abjuration , whereby all perfons , Malesat fourteen yearcs old , Fe- 
males at twelve yeares old , wereto abjure all Hereſie as they called | 
it, and to ſwear that they would keep the Faith , and defend the C v-! 
| zholike Church,and: perſecute all the oppoſers of the ſame : and that | 
| all that took not this oath within fifteen daeis , ſhould be held fſuſ- | 
peed of Hereſte, and proceeded againſt accordingly : alſo another | 
| Article was in theſe words : Item we forbid the uſe of the Old , and New \ 
' Teſtament to the Lay people © Forbidding cxpreflely that they have nor | 
the ſaid books turned into the vulgar rongue. Alſothe ſame yeare ! 
on Munday,Thurſday, Pope Gregory proclaimed Ecclefaſtical cenſurcs | 
againſt them , and ſentthe prime Inquiſitors of Domzr77cks order into 
| France to put the ſame 1n execution , he wrote alſo to Lep:s King of | 
| France to caſt all thoſe Hereticks out of Frazce , and to cauſe the Earl. 
of Tholouſe to do the like in his Domintons , and to place new counſel- 
lors about him that might inſtruct him in the Carholtke Faith, and Man- | 
ners , and to caſtall fuch from abour him as might corrupt him. 
And whereas the Kingdom of. Arragoy was infefted with Heye- | 
| fie , Pope Gregory gave the Arch-Biſhop thereof, and his Suffragans | 
power to erect an inquiſition againſt them. | 
| Anno Chriſti. 1232. Died Falco Arch-Biſhop of Tholouſe , who had | 
labored twenty fix years in cxtinguithing the Goſpellers whom, Remuzd 


of Fulgaerio ſucceeded, and ſomantully behaved himſelf , that in his 
firſt year he cauſed nineteen of the Alb:zgerſes tobe apprehended and 
put to cruell deaths within his Droceſs, | 
Anno Chriſt1. 1233. Queen Blaxch , and the Popes Legatc, ſo o- 
Acl Bain | verawed the Earl of Tholouſe , that they cauſed him to make cruel! | 
againſt them. | edits againſt his owne ſubjects of rhe Albrngenfian Religion : Thar | 
*| they ſhould be perſecuted , ſearched out, and taken : That whoſo- 
| ever could apprehend any one of them,ſhould have a Mark forcach of 

| chem fo taken- that all that were ſuſpected to be of their Religion 
| ſhould be excluded from office bearing, that all houſes ſhould be pul- | 
led downe , wherein any of them ſhould be found, that all their goods | 
and inheritances ſhould be confiſcated : That the like ſhould be | 
| done to all that ſhould aid or abett them , orthatſhould hinder, or | 

| not aſſiſt the Inquiſitors in the execution of their office : That whoſo- 
ever ſhould be ſuſpected of their Herefie,ſhould have an oath given | 
| him to keep the peace, and the Catholike Faith : That the houſes of | 
ſuch as ſhould be detected of Herefie after their death ſhould be pul- } 
led downe. That whoſoever ſhonld refuſe to weare the Croſs ſhould | 
The bones of | have his goods ſeized on. &c. 
one otthem | + The ſame year the Inquiſitors were informed that inthe territories | 
burner. | of Brixia there had lately lived one Guido de Lacha, who was much | 
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|h onoured for his auſterity , and integrity of lite , bur that he dyed our 
of the communion of the Church of Rome, having been infe&ted with 
Hereſie , whereupon they ordered his bones to be digged up , and 
berned 

The Earl of Fozx, and Commrzges , and the Prince of Bearze yet re- 
mained to be conquered : and the Popes Legate thought thar the 
Earl of Tholoyſe was the fitteſt perſon to deale with them , where- 
upon he cauſed him to write to them to perſwade them to embrace 
the (atholike Faith , &c. Butthe Earl of Fox returned anſwer; That 
he could nor forſake his faith in ſuch a time wherein men might think 
char he did it rather outof feare then from any good grounds, and 
chat it was fitter for them to convince him of the truth of their way 
then to allure him by promiles , or force himthereto by Armes : And 
chat if they brought that world of Pilgrims againſt hun which they 
threatned , he truſted in God that he ſhould make them know the 
Juſtice of his cauſe , and repent of the raſhneſle oftheir vow. But 
the Earls ſubje&s fcaring that their Lord, being aged, and without 
wife and children , ſhould leave them to the mercy of the firſt Con- 
queror, intreated him to come ts a compoſition with the Legar,where- 
upon he began to treat, and at laſt yielded up diverſeCaftles into the 
hands of the King of France , upon promiſe that he would rule with 
juſtice and equity. . 


A brave anſwer 


Anno Chriſti. 1234. the opinionsof the eAlbingenuſes were much * 
ſpread abroad in the parts of Spa, and other adjacent countries : 
and they had Biſhops among them who boldly preached againſt the 
Romiſh errors , 8nd cſpecially againſt Tranſubſtantiation : where- 
upon a Crojſado was preached againſtthem , and a very great Army 


ee > 


| gainſt them , who flew them all with their Biſhops ,ſetzed of their 


curned rich , and joytully into their own countries. 
Alſo about the fame time another Army of theſe Pilgrims went a- 
22in(t others of them on the borders of Germazy, who retiring into 


of Pilgrims being aſlembled rogether were by Pope Gregory (ent a- | 


City and plundered them, whereby ( ſaith Mathew Paris ) they re- | 


| Albingenſes in 


| Spaine. 


| Perſecuted and 
| deftroyed, 


a Fenny place for there ſecurity , were their all {laine, 


| 


\ 


But the ſame yeare the Lord raiſed up Tyzaxcavel, rhe natural fonof 
the Earl of Bezzers deceaſed , who was encouraged, and afliſted by a 
number of valiant Captaines , as Ol:ter de Fumes , Bertrand Hugon de 
Serreloag, Bertrand de Villenenſe , & Fordaine de Satiat , who told him 
that they would aſſiſt him to revenge the outrages done to his father , | 
who was deprived of his land , betrayed, impriſoned , and poiſo- 
ned , whereupon he reſolved to recover by the ſword what was ſo 
unjuſtly taken from him -: and before the enemies had notice of his 
deſigne, he took in diverſe ſtrong Caſtles, ſothat the Popes Legate, and | 
Biſhop of Tholoyſe were much aſtoniſhed to ſee theſe men ſtand up tor 
the Alb;n7en[es , whom they ſuppoſed to havebeen utterly ſupprelled. | 

Then did the Popes agents cauſe the croſs to be preach- 
ed , and the Biſhop of Narhoaze animated the people ' of his | 


others defend 
them. 
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: He prevailes 
] exceedingly. 


A dying wo- 
man bu:nt. 


a 
— 


Ea] R8mund 
eſcapes. 


| 


ſubmic. 


| bravely , and valiantly ſet uponthe Legates Troops, that he quick- } 


| An army being raiſed, the Popes Legare led it to Tholouſe , and 
| when the Citizensappeared upon their ramparts, he told them thar | 
' ke was come thither tor their preſervation: They thanked him , bur 
| withall cold him, that if he did not inftantly retire himſelfe, they 
| would give himthe chaſe. And preſently came Trarncatell , who ſo; 
ly overthrew them , and chaſed them to the very gates of Carcaſſon ,! 
and the Legate had much adoe ro ſave himſclfe, but that which moſt | 
angered the Legate was, that Trazcatell found intertainement in 
{ome part of Carcaſoz, {ſo that the Pilgrims durſt hardly pecp out 
of the City gates: and when he heard of any more Pilgrims com- 
ming to the Legate , he uſed to meer them , to lay Ambuſhes for 
them , ſo that uſually overthrowing them , their deſfignes were 
marred. | 

This man kept the field till the year 1242. and fiil] prevailed a-! 
gainſt all the crofled ſouldiers that came againſt him,whereupon Ame- 
line the Popes Legate wrote to the Pope, that if he cauſed nor the croſs | 
to be preached in many parts of Exrope, the Church was like to ſuſtain | 
much damage by this enemy : For (faith he ) be 7s mere cruell , aud 
ſuttile , then any before him. 

Bur a little betore the Biſhop of Tholouſe was informed of a certain 
Matron , who having her children , brethren, and friends about her. 


- = OQ * 
was dying an Heretick, whereupon he ranto her , and found it even fo 


He is forced 4) 


bythe confeſſion of the woman her ſ{elfe : who defired ro die in the 
| faithof the Alb:noenſes , and doubted not to be ſaved : then did the | 
| Biſhop condemne her,and delivered her to the ſecular power, who 


| preſently carried her forth in the bed wherein ſhe lay ſick , and burn- 


ed her. | 
AnnoChrifti, 1235. Earl Remund getting from Parzs , returned in- 


co his owne country, and forbad the Citizens of Tholouſe to company 
with the Friers predicant , and ſhortly afterexpelled them the City: 
And the Monaſtcry of Narhonze belonging to the ſame order of Fricrs 
was pulled down by the Albingerſes. And in Fuze following Pope 
Gregory the ninth made new Inquiſitors againſt the Alb;ngenſes in Arra- 
20x , and Fraxce. 

Amo Chriſti, 1236, King Lewis of France Wrote to the Pope that- 
Earl Remuzd had violated the Covenants which he had made with 
the Church : and had caſt the Biſhops Clergy, and Friers our of Tho- 
louſe , and brought Hereticks into their roomes, whereupon he deſired 
that he might be reduced intoorder &c. And indeed by the power) 
of the Pope, and King, he was forced to recall the Popiſh Co y 
and tobaniſh the Albzzzexſes, and to take upon him the ligne of the; 
Croſs for the aid of the Holy land, by way of Penance for his former 
dceds. 


The ſame year many imbracing the faith of the Alb:zgerſes Ty 
| yond: 


"PIs 


—_ —— 


1s. . Perſecution, oftbe Albingenles. 


ee eee em. eee ee 


— ra i rene 


| 163 


i beyond the Alps , Inquiſitors were ſent againſt them ; eſpecially one 
Frier Rotert , who cauſed many of both ſexes to be apprehended, and 


| when they continued conſtant tn the true faich,and would not renounce |[ 
( 


the ſame, in the ſpace of two or three monerhs,he cauſed fifty of them 
| (ſaith Mathew Paris) either to be burnt , or burned alive. | 
| eAnno Chriſti 1239. the King of France having gariſoned divers 
Caſtles within the country of 41:»genſes who greatly oppreſſed them, 
they berook themſclvesro Armes , beſieging thoſe Garilons , where- 
; upon they ſent to the King of Frazce , craving that preſent aid might 
[be ſent rothem. Then did the King of Fraxce ſend the Lord Joby of 
'Bellemazt , with a great Army toaid them, who, comming into that 
! Country, beſieged rhe ſtrong Caſtle of 170zt-reall , and ar laſt took it, 
'rogether with divcrs others belonging to the eAlbiageafes , whereby 


'Tholouſe took Armes againe , and afiaulted the Earl of Provence , who 
preſently ſent ro the Frezch King tor aid : and rhe Frexch that were 
t about Auzg70n haſtec to the relicte of the Earl of Provence , which the 
Earl of Tholouſe hearing of , he lay in Ambuth in their way , and ſud- 
denly ſcrting upon them , flew many, and diſperſed thereſt, and the 
war ſoproſpered in his hand, thatin a ſhort ſpace he recovered to his 
former dominion above 20, Caſtles from the French , and Earl of 
Provence, and ſharply puniſhed his Rebels. | 

| Aboutthe ſametime the Citizens of £H11az,being provoked there- 


were their fellow-Citizens. 
Anno Chriſii 1241. The Earl of Tholoyſe continuing his warrs againſt 
the Earl of Provence , almoſt beat him out of his country , ſo that the 
Earl oi Provence was feigne to ſend to the Kings of England and France 
(who had married his ſecond daughters ) ro mediate for him, and 
47" writing tothe Earl of Tholosſe, obtained peace for their Farher 
in law. 
| Aro Chriſii, 1242. the Biſhops of Narboane , and Albiam., and 
the Seneſchall of Carcaſſon apprehended two hundred of the Albingen- 
ſes in a certaine Caſtle ofTholouſe, who had Bernard Martine of Cathavell, 
and Raimund Agultuerns,tor their Paſtors, and Miniſters: All theſe up- 
on examination , adhering conſtantly tothe true faith without wa- 
vering , were cruelly burnt in the flames. YVioater , Hift. Eccleſ. 
And the year following there were 224. more of them burnt 
likewiſe. 3 
.Shortly after , it pleaſed God, that great contentions aroſe between 
the Pope, and Emperor, whereby the Goſpellers enjoyed ſome breaths 
ing time from their former miſcries: yer, AnzoChriſt;. 1282.Pope Yrban 
| hearing that through that peace their Dodrine was ſpread exceeding- 
ly , he madea Decree in this renour. eAlbeitwe be bound by onv of - 
fice alwates to endeavour the rooting out the deadly porſon of Hereticall pya- 
( ity from all parts tn the Chriſtian world , yet wow ina fpeciall minner 
this duty 1s tmcumbent upon us, when we percerue this plague tobe growne up 
a F. 


| 


— 


— 


the were'ſpppreſled for that crime. But the year atter the Earl of 


unto by the Pope, and Emperor : burnt many of the Alb;ngenſes , who | 
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| tn our neighborhood through the iniquityof the trmes to the detriment oftheCatho. 
Faith. That therefore the of fice of the Inquifition may te the more effefually ex - | 
ecuted againf} the Hereticks 1n the province of Lomlardy : and parts adja- 
| cent , we enjoyne you,upon remiſſion of your tus ,that you doe your uttermolt ex- ' | 
deavours for the extirpation of it, and that you ſee that all Papall and Imperi- 
all Lawes te executed against them : and for my onne part 1 nill imploxe the 
| 81d of Chriftzan Kings ,and Princes that Heauen, and Earth may te moved a- 
| garnit them. 
Anno Chrifti 1270 Petrus Cadarita,andGulielmns Calonicus,were ſent as. 
Inquiſitors from the Pope into the Kingdom of eAyragey , levercly ro: 
| puniſh thoſe that had imbraced the Faith of the 411n9erſes , and a- 
moneſt others they condemnedeA7naldns Caſiletonr:s the viſcount, and; 
his daughter Ermeſenda, Counteſs of Fuzx:They alſo decrecd their me- 
| mory to be deteſtable , commanding their bones to be digged cur of, 
their graves , and to be burned : They allo called Roger the nephew : 
| of Ermeſenda,into judgement for the ſame crime. 
Anno Chriſti. 1281.There was a great perſecution raiſed againſt the! 
Goſpellers in the Country of Aiti,by one william de 9urdon,Captain and, 
preſident of Carcaſſon under Philliprthe French King, who by a procl.i-' 
A ciuel Edia. | mation commanded all the Alingeyſes to be extirpated , and fearch-! 
ed out of their dens and lurking holes, and all fuch as favoured! 
them to be utterly rooted our, as alfo that the innumerable company of ; 
their children,which would not be reduced to the Carholike faith, and 
unity of the Church of Rome, ſhunld not be admitted unto the City of | 
Realmozt, or the territory thereof, nor to the place of any honour or of- | 
fice: That ſuch likewiſc as favoured vr concealed. any of them,ſhould | 
| be baniſhed forever fromthe City of Realmort ,and their goods wholly 
confiſcated, and their children be excluded from all honours and dig- 


[ 


nities, Yernotwith ſtanding the ſeverity ofthis Edi&t,God hid and pre-: 


. 


ſerved many of them even in Realmont it ſelte, as Diamonds in dung- ' 


hils,though many of them fled into Arragoy , and S:czly , where they 


Another Pexſe- 
[CULLON. 


C 


They increaſe, | Might enjoy more freedom of Conſcience. | 
and are perſe- | Lano Chriſtz. 1285. Gareldus and Segarellus of Parma , and Dulcines: 
cured. . wn "IL w . 
of Noudria,preached and ſpread the Doctrine of the Alzingerſes in Par-! 

me,and inmany cities of Lum#ardy;whereupon PopeHozorius by a pub- i 
lick Edi& condemned their Dodtrine, and commanded them to be! 
"rooted out. B50rtus. 
( \-:: Anno Cbrifti. 1300, Pope Boniface commanded Guido, thelnguiſitor, 
| to dig up the bodie of Hermarys (one of the Altragerſes) and to con-: 
| | demne and burn it in Ferraratwenty yearcs after his death. 
1n AnnC brits 1315 The Friers Inquiſiters raiſed agreat perfecution' 
againſt the Goſpellers inPaſſaw inAuftria, and burned many of them ; 
} who continned very conſtant in the faith,&took their death very chere-! 
+ fully: Amongſt the reſt one of them that was burnt at Y7exna,confeſſed, 
|thattheir were eighty thouſand of them in Bohemza, and Au?ria at that 
zime, their"cheiteſt Miniſters were Bartholomew Fauſtus , Iames Inultus , 
| Bonanatus;William,and Gilbert: of whom Jameswas murthered between 
two 
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' two walls b y the Mercileſſe 1nquiſitors;Bononatus was burned alive , and . 
| William, Gilbert, and Bartholomew were condemned after their death, the ! 
| houſe where they uſed to preach was pulled to the ground, and a1l that | 
adhered to them were AmnathematiFed. | 
Anno Chriſti. 1322. Lollard walterus ( from whom our Enzliſh pro- | 
| feſſors were called Lollards)was taken at Collez,where he had private- | 
| ly preached, and through Gods bleffings drawne many from ignorance |. 
\ and errors to imbrace the truth, 8 perſiſting conſtantly in his opinions, | 
he was condemned, and burned alive. | 
Yet notwithſtanding all cruelties uſed againſt them , their encmics | | | 
could never prevail to a totall extirpation of them, bur they Kill lay 
hid like ſparkles under the aſhes,defiring and longing to fee that, wich 
now through Gods grace their poſterity do injoy, viz. The liberty to 
call upon God in purity of conſcience , without being inforced to any 
ſuperſtition and idolatry : and ſo inſtructing their children in the ſer- 
vice ofGod,the Lord was pleaſcd to preſerve a Church amongſt them, 
in the middeſt of the Romith corruptions, as a Diamond in a duns- 
hil, as wheat amongſt chaff, as gold in the fire, till it pleaſed God to 
diſperſe the Goſpell ina more generall and publick way, by the Mi- 
niſtry of Luthey , and his aſſociates and tellow-labourers in the Lord , 
at which time theſe AlZingezſes received with greedineſs the Doctrine: 
of the Goſpel, and ſo became more cminent in their proteſſion of piery 
then they were formerly, 
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Crnae. XXV, 


4 


which began Anno Chriſti 894. 


He Bohemians were Heathens and Idolaters, till their Duke or | 
Captain Borivoims going into Moravia, Anno Criſti 894. by a 
ſtrange providence of God was converted tothe knowledge and faith of 
Chriſt, whereupon he together with thirty other Palatines was baptized; 
At his return into Bohemia , he took along with him Methudius Bithop of | chriiantey 
Moravia , by whoſe Miniſtry , L»domillathe Dukes wife was converted { brought into 
and baprized. | endenen 
Borivoins ,buſying himſelt in ereing divers Schooles and Churches, 
it pleaſed God that in a ſhort timea great harveſt was gathered,many of 
che Nobility and Commons being daily converted and baptized : but 
Satan envying the progreſſe of the Goſpel, preſently raiſed up perſecu- 
tion againſt the Profeſſors of it: For firſt ofall Boriveius was baniſhed by 
the wicked faRion of the Idolaters , and then compelled to reſign bis | 
Dominion to his Eldeſt Son, who being dead , his younger ſon Borat;- 
ſlaus ſucceeded,who was a very holy man yet was drawn co marry Dya- \ Perſecution 


herewith, but that ſhe might deſtroy all the Chriſtians, ſhe dealt with one * 


homira, famous tor nobility and beauty, but a Heathen: yer ſhe promiſed, | 8" 
after inſtrucion,to be baptized,and during herhusbands life the cunning- 

ly concealed her hatred againſt Chriſtians, but he being dead, the 
grandmother Ludomila educated the elder ſon Wenceſlaus ,and Draho- | 
mira took the younger , Boliſlaws, and uſurped the government, com-| +, | 
manding the Chriſtian Churches to be ſhut up, the exerciſes of their | Py 
worſhip taceaſe, prohibiting Miniſters from inſtructing the people, and 
Schoolemaſters trom teaching youth:ſuch as diſobeyed were impriſoned, 
baniſhed, and put to death. 

Ar Prague, the Magiſtrates were changed, and cruell Idolaters ſubſti- | Perſecutton in 
ruted in the rooms of Chriſtians,by whoſe incicements the poor Chriſti. | 79 | 
ans were ſ{ecretly,openly,and unworthily murthered and abuſed: whileſt 

| che murtherers went away with impunity - but if any Chriſtian killed a 
Heathen though in his own defence, ten Chriſtians were maſſacred 
for that one. Yet the inſatiable cruelty of Drahomira was not ſatisfied 


Ballo;ws, a cruell wretch, whom ſhe had ſer over the City of Prague, ear- | 
neſtly entreating him by fraud or forcero effet it,promifing him agreat 
reward if hedid it, He thereupon arms fix hundred Confſpirators ar his 


| 


| 


| 


own houſe , with whom he haſtens to thoſe that were deſigned for | —_ 45 

{laughter : but the plot , through Gods mercy , being diſcovered to the | The Ctvifttans 
Chriſtians , four hundred of them met to defend their own lives : the | 
iſſue of the fight was victory to the Chriſtians, the ſtreets being polluted \ Svbrily. 


with the bloud of eight hundred that were ſlain, Then did Drahomiras | 
= EL | ____ Pretend 
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CUutors- 


meat on perſc- 


|pretendthat ſhe was much diſpleaſed with the rumult,commanding that 
the Arms of both parties ſhould be brought into the City magazine, 
ſeverely forbidding any man to walk with dart or ſword - the Chriſtians, 
thoughſuſpeing her fraud, yet that they might not ſeem diſobedient , 
brought their arms to the Magazine , the enemies pretending alſo to do 

the like. This being done , Drahomira imploics her cut-throats in the 

night to ſet upon the unarmed Chriſtians , whereby above three hun- 

dred of them were ſlain in one night 5 This Drahomira much rejoyceth | 
at., but yet not ſatisfied , ſhe commands the Major of Prazue to deſtroy 
all the Chriſtians : whereupon he veſers all the ſtreets , and paſſages, 

and Nlaies all that he meets withall ; till the Chriſtians gathering them- | 
ſelves together , encounter with him , put him to flight , and in the pur- | 
ſuit ſlew this wicked perſon. This ſo enraged Drahomira , thatſhecom- 
manded the two Churches to be burnt down, in one of which her hus- 
band was interred, Whileſt ſhe thus raged againſt the Chriſtians , | 
Wenceſlaus now grown to years , by the advice of his grand-mother , | 
and the Chriſtian Nobility , rook upon him the government, and the 
better to eſtabliſh peace , he aſhgnedthe City of Boliſlzvia , and the ad- 
jacent parts to his mother , and younger brother, 

Drahomira yetlaid not aſide her hatred and bloudy deſigns againſt 
the Chriſtians, which ſhe firſt ſhewed againſt holy Zudamells , ſubſti- 
curing rwo wicked villains in the night ro murther her , theſe fellows 
finding her at her prayers in her Oratory, ſtrangled her: Some there |} 
were that much provoked Wenceſiars to revenge that wicked act, which 
he refuſed, becauſe he judged it contrary to that duty which he owed 
*roa mother , and to the modeſty and patience of a Chriſtian, But he 
was ſhortly after il] requited by this unnaturall monſter , who affecting 
domination , began to detame Weyceſlaue as ſluggiſh and unfit for g0- 
vernment , but when ſhe perceived that his ſubjes loved him excee- | 
dingly3 ſhe waited a fitter opportunity , which thus fell our. 
Boliſlaus having a ſon, ſhe invited Wenceſlausto the baptiſing of this 
his Nephew at Boliſlavia , he going thither , ſhe entertained him with | 
much diſſembled love : bur in che night as he was making his prayers 
to God: His brother Bol:ſlaws aſſaults him, and beeing 3zffiſted with 
ſome other cut-throats ſlew him , 4»»o 929. Boliſlaus having by this | 
fratricide obtained the government, threatned impriſonment and death | 
to all the Miniſters and Chriſtians if chey did not preſently depart | 
| Bohemia : his mother added , that their dead bodies ſhould not be bu- | 
ried : Hereupon many fled, others were ſeized on, and tormented to 
| death diverſe waies-but God ſufferednot Drahomira to eſcape his reven- | 
ging hand,forin that place,where the miniſters bones lay unburied , the | 
earth opened of it ſelf, and ſwallowed her up alive with her Chariot,and 
all that were in it,which place is to be ſeen before the Caſtle of Prague to 

this day. | | 
Others alſo who were her inſtruments in maſlacring the innocent 
Chriſtians , ſome of them ran mad , and threw themſelves down from | 
| high places, others flew themſelves with their own ſwords , where- | 
with | 
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| with they had murthered the innocent men, and the place where ez. | 
| ceflaus blood was ſhed, could never be waſhed off, but remained as a 
perpetuall witneſle of that villany, | 

Theſe things ſoaffrightedBol;aus,that he became more milde to the 

Chiſttans. | 
eAnno.970. Wojtichthe ſecond Biſhop of Pragae , labouring ſeri- 
ouſly in converting the reliques of the Geztiles , and reforming rheir | #9tic ba- 
wicked lives : they raiſed ſogreat a ſeditionagainſt him , as enforced | 
| woytich to a voluntary baniſhment: Then did the Pagans riſc up againſt 
his brethren, and murthered five of them, and then conſpired againſt 
their prince , but were overcome in battel, &c. 
Not long atter the Pope having uſurped domination over other 
Churches , ſought to obtrude his ſuperſtitions upon the Bohemiazs allo: 
but eſpecially he commanded thar all their ſacred ſervice ſhould be in | ThePope u- | 
the Latine tongue and that they ſhould nor have the cup inthe Sacra- = _Y 
| ment : the Bohemiaps ſent two Miniſters, and four others to Rome , Ano 
| 977. tothe Pope , deſiring to be caſed of theſe grievances , and ar laſt 
obrained their requeſt, | 

Yet afterwards they were againe inhibited the uſe of their own lan- 
guage in holy ſervices , whereupon #rateſ{aus Duke of Bohemia ( who 
thortly after for his valiant ſervice ro the Roman Empire, was created 
King ) ſcnt Embaſſadors to Rome , requeſting a confirmation of the | 
Libezties formerly granted to them ; bur the Pope [ Hildebrand] abſo- 
lutely refuſed ir. | 

Ano 1197. Pope Celeſl;ze {ent a Cardinall into Bohemza , to inhibit | 
Miniſters marriage , and to divorce ſuch as were marricd, bur the Bi- | 
ſhop and Miniſters almoſt ſtoned him to death, 

Alſo when afterwards the cup was taken away in the Sacrament , 

{ there were many that oppoſed that ſacriledg,and amongſt the reſt Fob | 

Melicius of a noble family and fervent ſpirit , much honourcd for his 7þn auclicius. 
rare learning and holineſle of lite; in his miniſtry he carneſtly exhorted | 

his auditors ro a frequent communicating in both kindes : ar laſt he was | 

much moved in ſpirit togo to Reme,and there to teſtific that the grear 

Antichriſt was come , and did then reign. 

He prayed unto God , with faſting and teares, deſiring that unleſſe Dn i 
theſe thoughts came from Gods Spiric , he might be delivered from : 
; rhem:but when yet he could finde no inward quiet, he went to Rome,and 

wrote upon the Cardinals doors, Aztichriſt is come , and ſitteth iz the 
Church. He alſo in his conferences with many , aflerted the fame : 
| For this the Pope impriſoned him , and excommunicated both him , | wee; im- 
| and his auditors. priſcned. 

Mr. Mathias of Prague alſo, was a zealous defender of the Commu- |, ,,.,;:., | 
nion in both kindes. A4zz0 1375. He with ſome other learned men RUGS? 
| went to King Charles that then raigned, requeſted him to call a Oecu- 
| menicall Counſel , for the reformation of the Church. Charles ſending. 
to the Pope about it , he was fo incenſed art the meſlage, that he com-| 

manded the King to puniſh thoſe raſh and Hereticall men: Whereupon, 4: 
L Mathias 
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{ enjoy the ltght : and thereupon they perſecuted them all manner of 


Mathias was baniſhed the Kingdom ; and then was the ule of the Sa- { 
crament in both kindes prohibited through all Bohemza : ſo thar the 
oodly could not adminiſter and recetve it but in private houſes , in 
woods and caves,and yet neither ſo,but with the hazard of their lives: 
for they were ſet upon inthe high-wates, plundred,beaten,and drown- 
cd in rivers, ſo that atlaſt rhcy were neccflitated to go together in 
companies, and armed: and this continued to the daies of Fob; Huſſe. 
Concerning the perſecution of Fobz Huſſe , and Ferome of Prague , See 
in my firſt part their Ives : But when theſe holy menof God were ſo 
unjuitly burned at Cozſtance : the adverſaries were nor ſatisfied with 
their bloud , bur took turther counſell tor the deſtruction of the whole 
Nation - for when fifty cight ofthe chief Nobles of Bohemza , in the | 
tame of all the Commons, A»zo 1416. had ſent Letters from Prague to 
the Council, complaining chart their Paſtor, an innocent and holy man, 
and faithful teacher of the truth was unjuſtly condemned: the Council 
inſtcad of anſwering them, wrote ther Letters ro ſoine violent Papiſts ; 


of 


| who were inaurhority,to aſliſt rheir Legate in oppreſling the Hereticks. | 


Thus the Bohemians were incited more and more to mutuall conten- | 
tions : the Prieſts daily from the Pulpirs divulged their excomunica- | 
tions andexecrations againſt the Huſſ:tes, and to ſtir up the greater ha- | 
tred againſt them, they uſed lying figns ; for, putting dirt about the 
wicks of their Tapers, when the flame had burned the wax to the dirt, 
the Taper went out: Then cried they our, That God by miracles de- 


clared his hatred of thoſe wicked Hereticks , who were unworthy to 


wates, and they uſed ſuch violence, as raiſed a tumult at Prague Anno | 
1419.wherein the enraged multitude threw twelve Senators of Prague 
with the Major,out of the windows of the Scenate-houſe, who fell up- 
on the points of ſpeats. | 

Afﬀeer this the Pope publikely excommunicated the Bohemians at Flo- 
rence, exciting the Emperonr, Kings, Princes, Dukes, &c. to rake up 
Arms againſt them , entreating them by the wounds of Chriſt, and 
their own ſalvation, unanimouſly to fall upon them, utterly to extir- 
pate that curſed generation, promiſing univerſal remiſſion of ſins to the 
moſt wicked perſon, 1f he did but kill one Bohemian : Hereupon grear 
wars were raiſed againſt them but ir pleaſed God ſtill rogive themthe 
victory under that brave Captain Ziſca: whereof ſee more tz my ſecoud | 
Part, in Ziſca's Life, 

Yet (i) as the Popith party prevailed at any time,they exerciſed all 
manner of cruelty upon the poor ſervants of Chriſt, fac that at 
Cuttenbur g , where were deep mettall-mines, 4x0 1420, they threw 
into one of them a thouſand and ſeven hundred perſons, and into ano- 
ther a thouſand thirty eight, and into a third a thouſand three hundred 
thirty four perſons. 

Alſo a Merchant of Prague coming to Preſ{aw in Silefia , the Empe- 
rour and Popes Legate being their , was in his Inne drawn into bir. 
courſe. where pleading fer Huſſe,and the Sacrament in both kindes, he 
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was-caſt into priſon , the next day a-'Studenr of "Prague was caſt into | 
che ſame priſon + The Merchant exceedingly encouraged him , ſaying, | 
oh my Brother | What an howonr ts it, that we are called thus to bear witne( 
to the Lord Feſus 2 Let us undergo the trouble with cheerfullzeſse ; the | **couragment. | 
\ fight is but ſhort , the reward is eternall: Let us rememter the Lord, what | 
4 cruel death he under went for #s , and with what ewiltleſſe bloud we are 
redeemed , and what torments the Martyrs have patiently eatlured Xe 
{ But when they were brought ro execution , and the ropes by which 
the horſes were to drag them through the ſtreers ; were faſtened to'their | 
\feetz the Student aftrighted with the terrors of death , and allured. by | *PeRtacy. 
\che fair promiſes of the Legate , recanced : Bur the Merchaar ; like'an | 
unſhaken rock, told chem, tha cheir hopes of any recantation from him 
| were but vain ; 7 am ready todie ( ſaith he ) for th: Goſpell of the Lord 
Feſm: And ſo being drawne ſlowly through the ſtreets, he was brought 
ro the place of execution, and there burnt, 4nn0 2420. " 

Pichel the chiet Magiſtrate of the City of L:tomzritia , having raken 
ewenty four of the chief Citizens , and amongſt them his ſon in law , 
put chem inan high Tower, and ar laſt he brought them out , half dead 
with hunger and cold , and adjudged them to be drowned. When 
they came to the river eAlbs , their wives, children, and friends great- 
ly mourning; the Majors own daughrer came wringing her hands : 
and falling at her fathers feet , beſeeched him to fave her husbands life ; 
burhe, harder then a rock , bad her giveover, ſaying, What? can you n0t | gona all 
have a worthier husband then this *? To whom ſhe anfivered ſeeing his cruelty. 
inexorableneſſe , Tow ſhall never more eſpouſe me to any ; and ſo beating 
her breaſt, and tearing her hair , ſhe followed amoneſt the reſt, When 
the Martyrs came to the river, whileſt-Ferries were preparing, they 
with loude voices call heaven and earth to witneſſe their innocency , 
and ſo taking their leave of their wives , children and friends , exhort- 
ing them toconſtancy and zeal for the truth: they were carried and caſt Many drowned 
into the middeſt of che river , with thzir hands and feeubound together 
and ſodrowned ; and if any were driven to the banks, they were ſtab- 
bed with iron forks and pikes. The Majors daughter ſeeing her huſ- 
band chrown into the river, leaped in co him , caught him abour the | a10;iog nite 
middle, bur being unable to draw him forth, they were both drowned; ; 
the next day they were found embracing one another , and were both 
buried in one y==m Anno 1421, 

About the ſame time a company of ſouldiers going towards Prague, 
{cized upon agodly Miniſter , and four other men , and four boys , the 
eldeſt not being aboue eleven years old, for adminiſtring , and recetlving 
the Sacarament in both kindes , and carried them to their Colonel, the 
Colonel ſent them to the Biſhop who required, them to abjure, or elſe 
he would burn them ; the Miniſter ſtoutly anſwered, Bus the Goſpel 
 teacheth otherwiſe , ſo that you muſt either approve what we do, or blot it ont 
| of your Bible, Hereupon one of the troopers \mote him ſo violently on | 
the face with his gantler, that the bloud ran our of his mouth and noſe. 
The Biſhop made this Miniſter the ſubject of his mirth and ſcorn all 
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x Miniſter and \ that night , and the. next. day being the Sabbath , he barned them all ' 
others burned. | 5n one fire; and when the Biſhop would have perſwaded them to ab- | 
jure the Cup inthe Sacrament, the Miniſter anſwered , That he would 
rather ſuffer a thouſand deaths , then deny a truth foclearly revealed in 
the Goſpel. | 

Another Captain violently entring into a Church where many god- | 
ly people were met together, he killed ſome, and took others priſo- | 
| Profaneneſſe | NETS 3 and going to the Communion Table, he took the Cup , being { 
and blaſphemy. | full of wine , and drunk to his horſe , who having pledged him, h& ſais , | 

tis horſe was now one of the communicants in both kindes. | 

About the ſame timealſo a Godly Tayler' was burned at Prague. | 
 _ | Alfo one Martin Lequis ſhould have ſuffered the like death, but his life | 
Martin Loquis. | ,15 begged by the Thaberites, Afterwards, taking another aſſociate | 
with him, he was travelling towards Moravia , but by the way , they | 
were taken by a Captain, who manacling them with irons, examined ; 
them about the Sacrament: Martin anſwered, The body of Chrift is in | 
heaven , and he hath Int one, xt many bodies: Hereupon the Caprain | 
gave him a box on the ear, as.not enduring ſuch blaſphemy , and | 
would have had him preſently burned . Then did a Prieſt beg him to | 
ſee if he could convert him; but when that ſucceeded not, he thruſt 

them into a dark, ſtinking dungeon for two moneths : Then did he 
| ” | torment them with fire , till their bowels came forth , to extort from | 
0 6 them who were their companions : Afterwardsthey were both ſhut up 

in a tub,and ſo burned An 1421. 
| A godly and eloquent Preacher in Prague,was, together with twelve 
Some beheaded. | more, apprehended by a Captain, carriedinto the common-hall , and 
there privately beheaded , bur their bloud running out , cauſed a great 
cumult in the City, wherein ſome of the Senators were ſlain, and others | 
ſaved themſelves 4 flight. | \ 
| Notlong after there ſprung up a Schiſm amongſt thoſe that were 
Schiſm. called Huſites, for ſome of them began in other things to comply with 
[the Pope , only they inſiſted upon the Cup in the Sacrament , whence 
| Calixtines. by: were called Calixtizes: Others of them ſtuck cloſe to Huff his 


doctrine, and cried down all ſuperſticion; And this contention was cun- 
ningly fomented and increaſed by ſome that ſought thereby the ad- 
\— , ., | vancement of the Pope and Emperour : And to make the profeſſors | 
Popiſh lubiilty. } Of the pure DoEtrine odious, they branded them with the hatefull ) 
name of Piccards , by which name the Waldesſes in Piccardy were called. 
Yet both theſe parties, when they were aſlaulted by the Emperour, | 
joyned rogether in oppoſing him , and obtained many preat viories | 
Thaborites de- | againſt him : Yet Ar70 14.44. the Thaborites were utterly oppreſſed by | 
ſtroyed. | fraud and force. | 
Anno 1459, There were divers godly people in Bohemia , Mini-, 
ſters , Nobles and Commons , who being much preſſed in conſience! 


' 


— ——_ about the ſuperſtitions in the Church of Rowe , obtained of their King! 
* { [George Pogiebracius, a place in the hilly Countrey near to S2eſsa to in- | 
| habit , where throwing off all ſuperſtious praRices , they applied 


d Þ] —n them. 
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| themſelvesro the form of the Primitive ſimplicity , calling them- 

| ſelves Brethren and Siſters. 3 22068 

| ' Thebcginning of this Churchdiſpleaſedche Devil, and therefore | 

| he raiſed a ſudden and violent tempeſt rooverthrow it : For the fame Popiſh malice. 
| of it being ſpread abroad, the Priclts in every pulpit ſtirred up the ha- | 

 tred of rhe people againſt them , crying out, Blow oat theſe ſparks ;- blow | 

| them out Lefore they grow into aflame, | E | 
' eAzno 1461. Oneof their Miniſters with ſome others of themcom- 
| ing to Prague, to viſit their friends , were betrayed, and ſome Officers 
coming to apprehend them, ſaid tro them , All that will live godly. in 

Chriſt Feſus muſt ſuffer perſecution , therefore come forth”, and follow 
us to priſon , which they did. The King believing the flanders char 

were raiſed againſtthem, as that they were attempting ſome ſedi- dt 
tion, &c. he commanded the aged Miniſter to be tortured, bur he fal-\racked. 
ling into an excaſie, felt no pain ar all; the rormentors ſuppoſing 

| him to be dead, took him down from the rack , but after ſome hours , 

| he Conia tro himſelfe , and by the interceſſion of a friend , was diſ- 

miſled. | 

Preſently after their came forth fromthe King an Edi&,forbidding [A wicked 
all Paſtors ro adminiſter holy ſervices without ceremonies: and with- —_ 
all , threatning death to thoſe that ſhould adminiſter to the brethren , 
called now by the hateful name of P:ccards. The brethren hereupon 
{ were brought into great extremity , being like ſheepdeſtiture of ſhep- 

herds. Yet preſently came forth a new Edi& that none of them | 

ſhould be ſuffered to live either in Byhemia,or Moratia, Hereupon they 
were diſperſed amongſt the woods and mountains, dwelling in caves; [Popiſh cruelty. 
where yet they were {carce fate , ſo that they were forced to make no 
| fire,nor dreſſe any meat, but in the night time, leaſt the ſmoak ſhould 
betray them. Inthe cold winter nights ,” ſitting by the fire, they. ap- ; 
| plied themſelves to the reading ot the Bible, and holy diſcourſes. 
| When inthe ſnow they went alifjag to provide them neccfſaries,they 
went cloſe together, and leſt their foor-ſteps ſhould betray them , the 
hindermolt of them did draw after him a great bough , to cover the 
prints which their feet had made. 

Theſe brethren choſe by ſuffrage , certain Elders , ro whom they | Elders choſen. 
promiſed obedience: and by the advice of theſe Elders, the chiefeſt of 
rhe brethen in Bohemia and cMorauia , were called rogether in a Sy- 
nod , in the muuntaines to ordain Eccleſiaſtical Laws, . whereby they] , . 
ihould be governed ; they appointed alſo ſundry daies of Faſting and hs 
| Prayer for themſelves , and their diſperſed friends ; taking counſel! 

from Gods Word, concerning thoſe things which were required to 
the fuller Reformation, both of life and doctrine, That which moſt 
afflicted them was for want of Paſtors , not knowing where they 
| thould have new ones, after thoſe were dead , who then lived with 
| them; but after debare, they reſolved, that Chriſt had given this au- 
| thority to his Church, that ſuch as were ordained themſelves , might 
ordain others : Yet ſame ſcruple aroſe, whether ſuch as were bir 
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Presbyters, might ordaine without a Btſhop : For which cauſe they | 

met together, and with faſting, prayers and teares, they ſoughr unto 
God to reveal his will to themin this difficulty; and atterwards ma- 
Ocdination of | king'a ſcrutiny by lor, the Lord anſwered them , that it was lawful! 
25s hea for Presbyrers to ordain Ptesbyters, which occaſioned great joy unto 
Thendid theſe Brethren deliberate among themſelves , whether 
TheWaldenſe;: | they ſhould joyn with the Waldepſes in Horauia andeAuſtria; and ſo be! 
one people with chem , and one Church : The purity of their Do- | 
arine and Chriſtian Converſation did much pleaſc; bur again,it much | 
diſpleaſed them, tharthey concealed the truth, nor openly profcfling | 
itas they ought ,:bur ro avoid perſecution , they frequented che | 
| Churches of the Papiſts, and ſo communicated with Idolaters. There. 
fore- they cotichided to admuniſh them of this evil; and for this 
Admonicion. end they ſent ſome able men to them, to acquaint them with it : The 
waldenſes anſwered, that to be in unity with them was very grateful 
and for the evils objected againft them , they were not ignorant of 
them, nor would defend them,but rather would labour to amend them: | 
Concluding that they deſired to have a fixt day of meeting with the | 
Brethren , in which they would take ſome further order about ws 
buſineſle, | : 


The Waldenſes | But before the time'came, the Papifſts having ſome intelligence of | 
perſecuted, it,raged ſo violently agaiuſt the waldexſes , thatthey burnt one of the 
chieteſt of them at V7enna, and fo perſecuted rhe reſt , that they. were 


| fainto provide for their own fafery byflight. | 
| Anno 1468, There came vuta new Decree againſt theſe Brethren, 

requiring all the Nobles of Bohemza, within their ſeverall juriſdi- 
cons , to apprehend as many as'they could, and to proceed againſt 
them. . | 

Many therefore were apprehendgd and pur into priſon, where they | 

were kept fora long time : Bur <1 the wonderfull working of 

God, the more the enemies laboured to pur our this ſpark , the more | 
it brake forth into a great flame, for many of their Peers ſubmitted to 
the Diſcipline of the Brethren , building Churches for them in their 
Towns and Villages, fo that Azzo 1500. they had in Bobemia,and 7o- 
7aUia about rwo hundred Churches, 


The Church 
increaſeth. 


| After the death of Pogrebracius, Hladiſlaus, a Pulonian ſucceeded in 


the Kingdom, to whom the Brethren wrote an Apology , byreaſon | 
| of many foul accuſations that were carried to him againitthem: This | 
ſo exaſperated their enemies, that they endeavoured by a moſt impu- 
dent invention,to {tirup the hatred of all men againſt them. The way 


[Papi ſubtilry. they uſed'was this. They ſuborned a wicked villain , to ſay that he 


| came from amongſt them, and that he had been an Elder , but had 
therefore forſaken them , becauſe in their meetings they uſed to blaſ- 
Slaads:s.  pheme God, the Virgin Mary, and the Saints , totraduce the Sacra- 
ments, to mingle themſelves inceſtuouſly , after the manner of the | 


| | Adamites , to commit murther-, and praftiſe witchcrafr, &c, . This 
F Man |; 
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man they led through the Townes and Cities as a ſpeicle; they 

' \broughr him to their Church , where he muſt abjure his errors , and be- 

ſeech the people to pray for him, a moſt miſerable ſinner, and to take 

heed,by his examplz ,ofthe wicked Piccards. They alſo publiſhe d his 

confeſſion in writing, being confirmed with the ſeals and ſubſcripions of 

ſome Deans and Prieſts , cauſing them to be read in the Churches tothe 
ople. 

Bur the devil was befooled herein, for the Brethren , by publick 
writings did confute the(e lies; and the villain trembling ſooften ro. 
forſwear himſelt in the {ight-of the people , confeiſed art laſt that he 
was ſuborn*dco do whar h# did , and that he knew not any of the P3c- 
cards: Yer thus far it made tor goo , that fone to make experience 
!of ſo great villanies , bzyan privately and diſguiſed, to frequent the 
Aſſemblies of ihe Bretaren , and finding it to be farre other wiſe 
chen it was reported , <i1d aſlociate themſelves with them , as with true 
Chriſtians, | 

Anno 1488, Mathias King of Hungary , baniſhed the Brethren. from 
Moral, which cauſed ſome hundreds of them, taking a Miniſter along 
with them, to go iato Moldavia; Whereupon the Brethren in Bohemia 
ſeat one of their Elders to them,to exhort them yato patience under this 
perſecution, which was for the truth. 

Shortly after the reſtleſs enemies of God and his Church, raiſed 
another perſecution againſt the Brethren in Bohemia; for ſome Bithops 
conſulting together , ſuborned the Queen, great with childe, ſo that 
they conceived that the King would deny her nothing in that ſtate, to 
requeſt of him , that he would ſeverely puniſh the P/ccazds : The King 
diſpleaſed at her requeſt , only nodded his head, but gave no anſwer 
at all: Yet the Biſhops , in his preſence , began to draw up the Edie. 
The King going into his chamber , fell down on his knees, and with 
rears beſought God to forgivethe guilt of thoſe bloudy counſels , and 
to grant no {ucceſle to them ; and God heard his prayers , and ſhewed 
” examples of his ſeyere judgements on the Auchors of this con- 

Iracy. 

4 The Queen who propoſed to her fancy , what gratefull ſpeRacles 
| ſhe ſhould have in ſzeing the Piccards brought ro Prague , and there , 
ſome burnt , ſome beheaded , and others drowned in thewater , pre- 
ſently fell in travell , and when ſhe was not able to bring forth , the 
Phyfitians adviſed that the childe ſhould be cut out of the mothers | 
womb, which was acccordingly done , whereby the childe lived, but the 
mother dicd. | | 

Two years after , the Biſhops by their importunity prevailed with 
the King that ſharp remedies ſhould be uſed againſt thoſe growing evils, 
as they wete pleaſed to call them ; whereupon an Edi& was ſent forth 
that all the Pzccards , without diſtinRion of ſex , age or quality, ſhould 
| be ſlain. This Mandate was brought to the Aſſembly of States at 
\ Prague , by two Biſhops, bur divers of the chiefeſt Nobles oppoſed | 


| 


Confellion. 


The Brethren | 
baniſhed, 


Perſecution. 


Popiſh malice. 
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A cruel Edi, 
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"7 ſaid, 1z heaven there 1s oze, who if he were not preſent at your counſels , | 


;was done ; but at laſt , by the cunning artifice of the Chancellor , and ' 
his bloudy affoctates , it was confirmed 'by the greatcſt part of the 
Nobility , in the preſence of the King ; and a mutuall confederacy_ 
was entred into , thit it ſhould be proſecuted with anarmed power , / 
(but God following ſoine of the chiefe contrivers of it with ſundry | 
judgements, it almoſt came to nothing. ! 

Yet intheſe troubles moſt of the Miniſters were turned out of their | 
places , ſo that they durſt not preach nor pray , but in private. And a | 
certaine Noble man, having apprehended 1ix of the Brethren , caſt 
them into priſon, and when they were brought forthto be burnt , they 
went chearfully to the fire; and when the chief officer , taking affeRion | 
to one of them, offered hirh his life, if he would recant his error , pro- | 
fering him withall to give him a yearstime to conſider of it; he paw- | 
ſed a while, butby and by anſwered, 1t 7s too much by ſuch a delay , to loſe | 
my Brethrens company , and ſo going along with them, they were burned | 


rogether, 


Shortly after the Chancellor that had procured the pafling of thc | 
Edit againſt the Brethren, as he returned from the Parliament, viſit- | 
ing a certaine Noble man by the way, he with great pleaſure rc ported 
to him what was agreed upon againſt the brethren + The Noble man 
having a ſervant by, that was much edicted to rhe diſcipline of the 
Brethren, ask2d him how he liked it ; theſervant anſwered, that all 
were not agreed : The Chancellor ſuſpeting ſome new conſpiracy, 
asked him who durſt oppoſe the States of the Kingdom, &:c>the ſer- | 


ou have conſulted in vain : The Chancellor replied , Thou knave, thou 
ſhalt finde that as well as the reſt : And riſing up in fury , immediately a t 
Carbuncle role Upon his foor, which turned toa diſeaſe 3 called Ions 
ſacer , whereof he dicd miſerably. 

Another of the great ſticklers in this buſinefle , returning home- | 
wards, as he was alighting out of his Chariot to make water, he ſtruck | 
his member on a ſharp nail that was in the boot , whereby he drew 
out his entrails with him,and nor long after he gave up the ghoſt, 

Alfo D + Auguſtine , who by {landerous libels had endeavoured to 
ſtirre up the King againſt the Brethren , died ſuddenly as he was at | 


ſupper. | 

Joother Noble man of theſe perſecutors , as he was hunting , his | 
horſe threw him, and his arrow ran inro his thigh, and came our at his | 
loins, whereby he died a moſt paineful death. ! 

Many others of them felt the like judgements of God; ſo that ir grew | . 
into a proverbe amongſt them : It you be weary of your lite , attempr 
ſomething againſt the Prccards , and you ſhall not eſcape a year; 
toanend. | | 

About this time God ſtirred up in Germazy , undaunted Luther , the' 
thunderbolt againſt the Pope , which occaſioned many of the Calrx- | 
tines to reſolve to embrace the purer Doctrine of the Goſpel, and to. 


| 


ſeek for the Ordination of their Miniſters from W:ttewbere , rather oy | 
rom - * 
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from Rome. But amongl(t theſe there was one Zahere , an Apoſtate , Zabere an A- 
| who to-ingratiate himſelfe with the King and Pope , would enforce| P9%#t: 
| che Paitors and Citizens of Prague to ſubſcribe ro ſundry Articles , 
) or el{c they mult be protcribed. And firſt of all ſix Paſtors were ba- | 
'\niſhed , then fixty five of the chicteſt Citizens : Then to colour | 
| greater cruelty , a rumour was ſpread abroad of a conſpiracy made b 
' che Brethren againſt tie Calixtizes z and to cxtort a contefſion hereot , 
' three Citizens were brought to the rack , who rather choſe ro ſuffer Popiſh lies and 
all torments, then falſly ro accuſe the innocent : Yet divers were pcr- | anderous, 
ſecuted: Amongſt others , a Cutler that had found an Orthodox Book 
abourthe Sacraments, was whipped openly inthe markct-place , and 
baniſhed: Another was brandcd 1a the torehead; a third was thruſt in- 
ro priſon, and there murthered, | | 
Then in the Aſſembly of Eitates it was decreed, that the Mandate | Perſecution, 
of the King ſhould be put in exccution againſt rhe Piccards : Where- | 
{ Upon a new perſecution was raiſes againittheBrethren,their Churches 
| being ſhurup, and their Exercilcs forbidden. 
eAnno 1526, A godly and learned man , together with his Hoſtcſſe 


: Two burnt, 
wich whom he. lodged , a widow - fixty years old, were both burnt 
inthe fire tor Picardiſm , rogerher witli the books that were found a- 
bour them. | , 
Another godly woman being brought before the Magiſtrate , mad@ 
a hold profeſſion of her faith, and then being required ro prepare her 
garmemts to be burnt n,ſhe anſwered, Thes «re ready,leade me away when | PO 
you pleaſe. The Crier declaring op«niy har ſhe had blaiplmed, ſhe , 8,95 


with a loud voice denicd ir, ſaying, 7t rs falſe, I am condemned becauſe | 
1 deny the Reall preſence of Chriſt tn tie Sacrament ;, $1ve no cred:t to theſe 
Prie(is, they are diſſembling Hypocrites , Adulterers , Sodomites, Epicuyes, 
| &c. Being commanded to pray to the Cructhx, ſhe turned her back to! | 
it, and lifting up her eyes to heaven ſhe ſail, There 7s our God, thirher 1 
we muſt look , and ſo cheartully mounting the pile , ſhe was burned , | 
Anno Chriſt: 1527. | 
The year atter two Germaz tradeſmen were caught at Prague , ac- | 
cuſed by che Monks of Lythezauiſm , anal condemned ro be burnt : As| Two godly 
they went to execution , ſuch gractous words procceded out of their | vn burne, 
mouths , as drew tears from the ſpeEtarors eyes: VVhenthey came ro 
the pile, they cxccedingly encouraged one another z on - of them ſay- 
ing, Sizce our. Lord Chriſt hath ſuffercd ſuch grievous things for us , let| cp mn 
us chearfully ſuffer forhim , and rejoyce that we have found ſo much favour | dent. 
with him , that we are- counted worthy to die for the Law of God : The 
| other ſaid , 11n the day of my marriage found not ſo much inward joy as 1 
do now,  Whenfire was put tothem , with a loud voice they ſaid , | 
| Lord Feſus , thou in thy ſufferings prayedlt for thine exemies , therefore | 
we alfa de the like.  Forgrue the King, the men of Prague , and the Clergy , 
for theyknow zot :what they do , and their hands are full of bloud ; and fo _ "29" 
: | Ks : judge 
they ſlept in the Lord. Bur one of their chief perſecutors , who wiſh- | ment on per- 
ed thar all the. Piccards were hanged , beheaded or burnt by his own | fecurors. 
: Aa — . _— . hands, 


| 
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| hands , hadall theſe betall himſelt by Gods juſt judgement: For being ' 
much in debt, he hanged himſelf, and when his triends had privately | 
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buried him; the common people hearing of it, digged up his carcaſle, 
and caſt it away, which by the Magiſtrates command was ordered to 
be burnt; bur when the woodſtack was conſumed,and the carcaſle only | 
ſcorched, his head was ſtricken off, 

Zahera the Apoſtate, when under colour of an Inquiſition againſt 
the Piccards , he raiſed up civil commotions , was by the King ba-. 
| nithed,where he died miſerably: The like betell another of thoſe cruel | 

perſecutors. | 

Awno 1535. Ferdinand the firſt ſuccceding inthe Kingdom , the 

cy | Popiſh party cunningly ſtirred up the Cal:xt;zes to perſecute the Bre- 

-- Pt” [rhren: Whereupon, they ſuffering many grievous things ſent a peti- 

tion, together with a confeſſion of their Faith to Ferdinand at Vienna , 
ſubſcribed by twelve Barons and thirty three Knights, complaining : 
how unjuſtly they were accuſed by their enemies , and thatthe Prieſts 
ordinarily cried our thar the P:ccards might be {lain without controul 
Popiſh malice. |and that a leſſe ſin was thereby committed , than if one killed a dog , 
Ferdinand returned anſwer , that he had not lcifure to conſider of their | 
| 


i 


— ——_— 


c 
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Papers, yet promiſed that nothing ſhould be done cither againſt law or 
equity, till he had further knowledge of the cauſe. 

In the mean time the Brethren being much encouraged by letters 

from Luther , Bucer and Capito, went on conſtantly , and through 
| holes the | Gods Mercy, a great nummber was added to thg Church,till that faral | 
Efh warres a* , Year 1547. At which time Charlesthe fifth putting in execution the 
gainſt tbe Pro- | decrees of the Counſel! of Trezt , raiſed warres againſt the Proteſtanc | 
_— Princes in Germany: At which time his brother Ferdinard ſolicited the | 
Buhemiazs for aid , but they refuſed it in regard of their ancient | 
league with the houſe of Saxorzy. But the Germay Proteſtants being 
A great perſe- | OVErcome in warte , Perdrnand centred Bohemia with an Army, ſcizeth 
—_ on Prague , impriſoneth the principall Nobles, Barons, and Citizens, } 
ſome he ſcourged , ſome he beheaded , and upon others he laid gric- | 
vous Fines,and of others he ſequeſtred all their Eſtates: Alſo he diſarm- 
ed theCiry of Prague,took away their privileges,baniſhing ſome,whilft 
others went into voluntary exule. 

Then did the Devilraiſe up ſome to lay all the blame upon the Bre- ! 
thren , to which malicious ſuggeſtions the King giving heed , firſt by } 
| open Proclamation commanded all their Churches to be ihut up, and j 

then he took away their Peers,and baniſhed rhem all out of his Realms. / 
Serfecurion {| VVRen this Thunderbolt came abroad , the brethren. agreed _ 
| 


cauſerh re- themſelves that rhey would be more faithfull to God and their conſct- 

formation. | ences then they had becn : and ſo by common conſent , dividing them- 

ſclves into three companics,they went into Polazd: and all of them had | 

| | ex perience of an admirable divine proteQion in their journey:eſcaping 

| a Gock pro- ſome that might, and would have robbed them, bur that they were re- 
vidence, | ſtrained by God : as alſo in moſt places where they came , they folind 


[Chriſtian commiſeration and liberaliry of men towards them, and | 
| » courteous | 
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courteous entertainment in Polaud , though moſt ofthem were Papiſts - 
Yer nor long atrer che Bithop ot that part where they werc, got a Man- f 
date from the King to drive them away : Then were they forced to goe 
into the farthelt parts of Pruſza, whereby D.. Aller: Brandenburg they | Popiſh matice. 
had a placc of habitation alloted to them , and one Paul Speratus.a Pro- 
reſtant Biſhop, having conterred with them about their faith , was ve- 
ry courteous and charitable to them. | 

Thenext Edict that Feraizard ict forth againſt the brethren, was for 
the apprehending of all their Minitters, whereupon ſome of them re- | Miniters per- 
tired into Moraua, others, that they mighr be near their flocks , hid — 
themſelves in private places, & in the night-time they viſited the fairh-| a ſpecuall pro- 
full , which concinucd for ſome years, bur at laſt three of them fell into | vicence. 
their enemies hands : yet one of them, through the admirable provi- 
dence of God, efcapcd out of a deep dungeonin the Caſtle of Prague ; 
and fled to his brethren in Borsſſza, and he fomnctimes paſſing through 
Poloata , and preaching the Goſpel, through Gods mercy, many of the 
Nobility, and others were converted by his Miniſtry: ſo that in a few 
years he erected rwenty Churches 1n Polaxd. 
| The enemics having impriſoned Fob Augsſia , they much rejoyced 
at it, becauſe he was a chiet Miniſter amongtt the Brethren, and as Zy-. 
ther in Germany againſt the Pope, fo he, both by his Miniſtry and wri- 
tings had mightily confured the Calixtizes , and thereupon they laid to | 
his charge hts rctuſall to raiſe Forces for the aſſiſtance of Ferdinand , 
and intentions of bringing in Fohiz Frederick, EleQor of Saxony to be 
King in Bohemza , and tor the diſcovery of this pretended conſpiracy 
he was cruelly racked three times, but when they could draw nothing 
from him,they yer kept him in priſon ſeventeen years. | 

Aro 1549. Ferdinand publiſhed another decree for the extirpating | A wicked 
| both of the brethren, and Lutherans: and the Miniſters that had recei- | Ei: 


_—_ 


Converſion. 


Techn Auguſta. 


| Popiſh lies and | 
{lan ders. 


————es = : Iwo hundred 
ved Ordination in Germasy, or that were married , were baniſhed out | Miniſters ba- | 
of the Kingdom to the number of about two hundred. viſhed, 


Alſothe Baron of Schazow, a man of much experience and learning, 
bein apprehended under the prerence of ſome conſpiracy againſtFer-| Ij* Bon of 
| dinand, was imprifoned, examined, and then laid on the rack: he with 
an heroical indignation cut out his rongue,and caſt it away, and being 
asked why he did it , he wrote on the wall, 7 did it Lecauſe I would 
zot by any tortures te brought to ſay any thing falſly again(t my ſelfe or | 
others. Healſo ina writing taxed the Tyrannical proceedings againſt | | 
himſelfe and other innocents , citing the King and- his Counſellors to 
appear and anſwer it before the Tribunall of God, and ſo ſhortly after 
died. . F | EIS | Teſuites firſt- 
About that time Ferd1azd brought Jeſuites into Prague, and built a | broughr into. 
ately College for them, who ſought by all means to 'overthrow the | "5 
| Church of Chriſt, and added fuc!l ro the fice of perſecution, 
{ Afﬀterthe death of Ferdinand Maximilian {ucceededeAnno 1562.who 
{ being of a peaceable diſpoſition could by no means be induced that any 
ſhould ſuffer for their faith. 
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Redulphis Em- \ After him Rodulphus ſucceeded, Anzor 676. who treading in his Fa- | 
perour, ther ſteps, the Church of Chriſt enjoyed peace under him, yea, pure 
* (religion ſo flouriſhed through the whole Kingdom , that there was 
ſcarce one amongſt an hundred that did nor proteſſe the Reformed Re- } 
$1 thefore- |Ligion : But alas! with liberty of Religion, by little and little men be- 
runner of per- [ganto be licentious in their lives, and carnal ſecurity ſo encreaſed,chat 
j (ecurion. Pale began to preſage that an horrible rempeſt ſhould again over- | 
whelm them. 
After the death of Rodulphus ſucceeded Mathias, who comming into 
| abies Em- { Bobemra, Anno 1617. he called an Aſſembly of the States , bur it being 
perour: harveſttime , few appeared: To them that did appear, Mathias, com- 
plained , that ſince he had no iſſue he would adopt Ferdinand for his 
fon, commendeth his vertues , and defires that he may be crowned : 
| The Orders aſſembled, affirmed , that a matter of thar confequence 
could not be doncin the abſcnce of the united Provinces: Ceſar urged , 
that what Bohema ſhould do wauld be confirmed by all the reſt , thar | 
he grew faint, and itcould nor be deferred till another time. In brief, 
the Oorders proteſted, that the Term of Receiuing him King , was new, | 
that he ought firſt to be choſen,andthen received: and ſome perceiving | [ 
Ferdiaand for- | that there was no place for a free voice, departed:others, partly allu- 


cle Bebe red by promiſes,and-partly deterred by threats,ſtaid,and were preſent 


= 5 ar the Cronationof Ferdinand , after which he preſently went into | 
| Moravia , Sileſia, and Lyſatia , requeſting to be received for their | 


| 
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T he Perſecution of the Church in Bohemia , which | 
began Anno Chriſti, 1617. 


TÞ, gry the ſecond Emperour of Germazy, being thus obtruded 
upon the Bohemzazs for their King, contrary to the ancient conſtitu- 
Ferdined a | £l0ns and cuſtomes of the Kingdom , and not lawfully eleGied thereun- 
Uſurper. ro , as he ought to have been, retired preſently into Germany: And | 
thereupon the enemies of the truth beganto crow, and openly to threa- | 
ren the Proteſtants: and it appeared ſufficiently that Ferdtnand {ware to | 
the Orders with his mouth , but in his heart to the Pope , and preſent- 
ly after his departure, the popiſh Biſhops,Clergy, and Nobles,began | 
to vex his Subjects for Religion , contrary to that aſſurance which the 
| Popith walice.| King had given to them They attempted alſo the like in Prague , the 
| The 6:# _ Jeluites daily chreatning char their Liberty in Religion ſhould nor laſt | 
long. Then did they ſtriftly prohibit the Proteſtants from printing any 

ching unleſle licenſed by the Chancellor of the Kingdom , reward 
in the meantime divulging their own {landerous pamphlets and dan-? 
 gerous writings againſt the Proteſtants. | | 
| Then inſtructions were given tothe Captains and Judges _ = 
ould: 
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ſhould ſuffer no meetings in Churches except themſelves were preſent, 
and except they had a Poptſh Pricſt ro adminitter only in one 
kinde. | 

Then the Burgrave , who had the cuſtody of the Crown , and privi- 
ledges of the Kingdom , was apprehended ; becauſe in the late Parlia- 
ment he had ſtood for the free cleion of a King , and delivered priſo- 
ner to one of the bittereſt encnues of rhe Proteſtants. 

In other places they deſtroyed the Churches of the Proteſtants. 

In the begining of the year 1618 The Governors of the Univer- 
ſity and Confiſtory mer together , having formerly had power 
given themſo to do, and chooſing ſix perſons , two Barons, two 
Knights , and two Citizens : to conſult what was beſt to be done in 
this time of their encmies inſolency;there preſently came an injunion 
in Ceſars name to inhtbir them to call any rogether, and that if any man 
was called , he ſhould nor dare to appear upon the pain of high 
| Treaſon. 

Notwithſtanding which, the major part of the States met,and when 
as new prohibitions and threats were ſpread abroad , and the States 
were informed- that thoſe thunderbolrs came nor fromthe King , but 
from the caſtle of Prague , their abuſed patience was turned into ſeve- 
rity, and _ ouarded with a great Troop, they went to the Caſtle, 
and apprehended two of the chict Authors oftheſe troubles, and threw 
them headlong out of the Caſtle windows , together with their Secre- 
tary that was privy to all their deſigns : bur God intending to preſerve 
them to be the Bohemians (courges , they caught no hurt in the fall, fal- 
ling upon thegrafle, and greate ſtore of papers. 

Hereupon a great tumult was raiſed in Prague,but the States appea(- 
ſed it; 8& rhe firſt thing they did was to baniſh the Jeſuirs our of Bohemzas 
as the chief contrivers of theſe miſchicts : then did they write to Ceſar, 
| that they had no intention againſt his Royall Majeſty , but only to brin 
ro puniſhment the diſturbers of the publick peace , being authorize 
chereto by his Majeſties Letter, and bound by their proteſtation: yer he 
reſolved to revenge this Treaſon (as he called ir)by force of Arms, and 
the Bohemians on the other ſide reſolved to defend themfelves , and for 
that end they choſe thirry DireQors, and the Morauians and S:lefiaxs 
reſolved to joyn with them , when they perceived Religion to bethe 
cauſe of the quarrell. And indeed this was that which the enemies aim- 
edat, and therefore they provoked the Bohemians by all waies, that fo 
chey might inake a conqueſt of Bohemia , and for this end an Imperial 
Army preſently entred the Kingdom under Dampzer, and a Spaniſh Ar- 
my under Bucquoy. 

In the mean time the States reſolved not to admit Ferdinand to be 
their King , who was ſo open anenemy both to their Religion and Li- 
berties,and who was obtruded upon them withouta due ele&ion:They 
ſentalſo Embaſſadors to Franckford , where the EleQors were met to- 

ther to chooſe a new Emperour , deſiring that Ferdinand might nor 
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he was admitted and;choten Emperour : The Bohemiazs in the mean 
| Frederich cho-| time chooſing Frederick Elector Palatine, for their King; This more en- 
| cn King of | raged rheir enemics,fo that, they ſent another Army under Maximilian 
Boren \of Bavarie , which took two Proteſtant Towns by ſtorm,and pur al 
| of Bavarie , which rook two Proteſtant Towns by ſtorm,and pur all to 
| che ſword, and every where made great flaughtcr of the Proteſtants : 
| Then the Imperiall Armies came to Prague, which being ſtruck with a 
| Pannick tcar , the Proteſtant Army being overthrown in a ſet battel1] 
Anro 1629, | under the wals,and their new King fled, they delivered up the City to 
' Novemb. 8. | chem,the Conqueror promiling to keep Articles agreed upon, but-pcr- 
| Pragzie caken. | forming nothing lefle. For they did more miſchief to the Church of 
| Chriſt by their tubtile and flow procecdings , then lately by their our- 
| ragious tury , when the {word fire,and wheel were the inſtruments of 
| their rage againſt the faithtull, 
| For a lictle þetore,when it was debated at Reme how they ſhould deal 
Anno6:7, | with the Bohemiars,and Germazs after the Conqueſts it was agreed,that 
| Popith ſubtilty | ſecing their former ſtrong purges which they had uſed to expel] Heyer;- 
' call kumours, had not proved cfteftua]ll : they therefore reſolved S | 
Thders ar. | to put them to death wherein they did glory as in Martyrdom , bur "Hi 
tfics. ther toweary them and to change the hatetull name of Inquiſition into | 
the milder name of Reformation, 

And whereas there was a debate amongſt the Imperialiſts at Prague, 
whether all the proteſtants ſhould be preſently baniſhed , the negative 
was reſolved on, becauſe they wauld then carry much away with them, 
The ixh At- | and ſo ſpoil theProvince,and indure their banithment with greater caſe, 
a & therefore they concluded that they muſt firſt be ſqueezed,and depriv- | 
| ed of their goods: and for this end the ſouldiers at Prague were author- | 

rized to plunder the houſes of Noblcmen and Citizens,yet this was done 

| Theſerenth - | at ſeveral ſcaſons, and moſtly in the nizht,by which meanes,as the ene- 
Artiſice, mics boaſted, they took from the Protcltants ſome millions of gold : For 
| indeed hither were all their riches brought in the time of war, as to a 
| place of the greateſt ſecurity: Bur as this tell to the Commanders ſhares, 
| fo the neighbouring places were cxpoſed tothe fury of the reſt,the com- 
| Plundering. | mon fouldiers robbing and ſpoyling Villages , Towns , and Churches , 
| . | burning and killing without any reſtraint: The ſouldiers that were pla- 
ccd in Garrifons would not only have Free-quarter , but extorted mony 
from-their Landlords every day. 

Then were Comifſions ſent abroad , promiſing ſecurity to thoſe 
Noblemen, Knights , Corporations , and Miniſters , that would bring 
in a good Sum of money to pay the Army, which yet they would not 
| | recetveas a free gift, but only defired to borrow it. Ceſars proteion 
| was alſo promiſed to thoſe that were liberall , the reſt were threatned 
| $0 be plundred by the ſouldiers. 
' SY \ They ſet down alſo what ſums they expected from every one within 
| '- 1 hes Ar* | ſucha time: they promiſed alſo that when that was paid, the Souldiers 
a ſhould be removed,which made every one to bring in their Plate, Mo- 
[The rench a;.. | Rey, and Jewels the more willingly. | 
Im j | Then were Commiſſioners ſent to require certain Cities,that belong- 
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. ed ro the Proteſtant Noblemen,to mantaine the ſtanding Forces of the 
| Kingdome , and ro contribute corn for their publicke granaries : but 
whileſt they were tcd with a vaine hope of leſſening and removing the 
ſouldters , there were more liſted, which raiſed the caxes fo high as was 
impoſſible tor che people to pay : and whereas {ome were allured to de- 
| ny the cruth char they might ve eaſed of taxes, and quarterings of ſoul- 
{ diers , this was not pertormed , whereupon they complained that pro- 
miſe was broken with them , bur the Jetuitsan{wered them , that they 
had no cauſe to complain , for they had provided for their ſouls, and 
therefore they oughr cheerfully ro help the King by concriburions and 
quarterings of ſouldiers , and that Hereticks muſt be dealt with, as mad me 
and children, from whom if you deſire to get a knife,you muſt ſhew thers ſome - 
thing elſe, though you never intend to groe it them, | 
Tims the Kingdom being empried of gold and filver , counterfeit | The eleventh 
and adulterate money was coined in great abundance, that ſo the com- | Ari1hce. 
{ mon people might rejoyce in their plenty;bur in the mean crime the ſoul- 
 diers would rec-ive none bur good money, 
| Goldand ſilver alſo was ratied toten times the price of it, and on a' Therwelkh, 
ſudden the Emperour diminiſhed the value ; making every piece of mo-| Arcifice, 
ney tobe worth bur the centh part : whereby che Bohemians were more 
impoveriſhed ſuddenly, then it chey had lain under che burden of an 
| Army ten years. 
| ' Then was it ordered that the creditor ſhould loſe all che money that he 
| bad lent in the time of the rebellion..as they called ic, And thus they were 
| firſt impoveriſhed , after which the enemies inſalred over them by inta- | 
mous books, infolent pictures, and proud words, | : 
| Then did they ſend abroad their Commiſſioners of Refarmation , CN Bs 
who in every Town and Village endeayored to bring Proteſtantiſm in- 
{ ro diſgrace , and highly to magnifie and ſer abroad their owne cauſe : 
The moſt eminent men for honour and eſtates are invited to Apoſtaſie, 
| the inferiour ſort are either fooled by their exainples, or compelled by | 
chre-:tnings. | 
Then was there an High-Court of retormers ſet up, from which there / The fifccenth 
| was no appeal AF 
-} _ Tn the next place the ſouldiers exerciſed barbarous Tyranny againft | The gx:eency 
the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, One aged miniſter lying fick inhis bed , | Arcifice. 
they ſhor hun to deathas he lay: The next day they robbed and murther- a. 
ed another ; Another as he was preaching to his people, they came into | goes 
the Church ; and ſhot him to death. Another Nobleman, and a Miniſter 
hearing of ſouldiers that were coming that way , conveighed. them- 
ſelves away intoa place of ſafety the ſouldiers when they came , caught 
2 Schoolmaſter', and binding him in cords, examined him where the 
' Lord of that place , and the Miniſter were , and where they had hid 
their treaſure + he profeſſed, that he knew neither the one nor the other, n 
| whereupon they beac him, firſt withtheir fiſts, then with cudgels, then = uae 
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| ſouldier that demanded money of them , that preſently afterthey died. 


Cruelty ro Mi- 


'f 


14 ditch full of ſtones , which for greedineſs ot gold they empried , bur 
finding nothing , they beat him atreth , and when he proteſled that he | 


knew of no treaſure,though through pain he ha ſaid ſo much, they cud- 
gcllec him, and with clods beat him into the ditch , and buried him un- 
der the ſtones. 

Preſently atcer they lighted on another godly Miniſter, whom they ſo 


miſerably rortured thar ne oied within five daies,ſhamefully zbufing his | 


day;.rers alſe whom rhey led away with them, 
Amana: gooly Miniſter tor a monerh rogerher they excruciated with 
new invented mockeries : they ipirin his tace , buffered him with their 


r 


| 


rences. 
| Another Paſtor they lighted on , and becauſe he had a better cſtare . 


| 


fiſts ,expoſed him tobe beaten by cvery vile ratcall : They with a knot- 


| Ly cord twiſten about his forehead, with a ſtick ſo ſtrained his head,thar 


his very eyes were ready to ſtart out: Then they ler looſe a wilde horſe 
upon him , which yer leaped quite over him , and did him no harm : at 
laſt , with much adoe he redeemed himſelf with five hundred Flo- 


then the former , they tormenred him more, ſometimes covering him 
over with hot burning coals; ſometimes with Ice, till they has torced 
him to pay a thouſand five hundred Florences for his ranſome , though 
ſhortly atter through extremity of the pain , he died. | 

Another Miniſter they fetched from his houſe , and miferably tortu- 
red him by twiſting a cord avout his head, then tied they his hands be- 


hiude im, and kisIcgs with a ſmall cord , intending the next morning 


to torture him with fire , but in the night time as he was earneft at ls 
YravVecs , iepeating thoſe words, 1: thee O Lord u my truit , hepercei- 
ved his hands and feer miraculoufly to be looſned , Whereupon get- 
ting up,hc went tothe gate, where were three Watchmen,one of them 
ſtanding with his hand on his ſword, yerhe paſſed by them undiſcover- 
ed : When he came to the Town-gate , he was known by the Souldier 
thar ft50d Sentinell,but he, being a Bohemian,was overcome by entrea- 
ty,and let him paſſe over the bridge, whereby he eſcaped. Another Mi- 
niſter together with his wite they cruelly burnt : Another was hanged 
upon a croſſe-beam , and making a fire under him, they broiled him to 
death : Another they cur into ſmall peeces: Another Miniſter 'they 
ſought for, but he being eſcaped,they rook a young man in' his houſe ; 


| laid him on his back, filled his mouth with gunpowder , which ſet- 


ting fire to , they miſerably tore his jaws in pieces, and-then killed 

im. : | | 
When ſome ſouldiers came to the houſe of another;; he entert{in- 
ed them courteouſly , and made good provition for them , but when 
they knew he wasa Miniſter , they firſt beat him cruelly , then killed 
and would not ſuffer his body to be buried for ſeven weeks; during their 
abode there. | | 


Another age:1 Miniſter and kis wife , were ſo ſorely burned by 4 
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him, ſtripped , and plundered his houſe ; they alſo burgt his Library, | 


| The Perſecution of the Churchin Bohemia. | 185 | 


——_ — 


| Another was hung up by the privy members , being (ſeventy years old, 
and his own books burnt under him , and at laſt was ſhot through, and 
| flain. * | | 

| Another was firſt aſſeſſed at ſeven hundred florences , then h2d his 
| houſe plundred , and laſtly himſelf was murthered. Another they 
| caught and wounded , cutting his neck half through - but being after- 
| wards carried by ſome friends ro a Chirurgion , he lived about two 
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| years ;but in much pain and torment, | | | 
i Another being above ſeventy years old , they carried into the mar- 
| ket-place, where laying him upon a fire, they burne him to death: An- HOI 
other was beaten ſo,that he died three daies after. to 
| The Jeſuites laid wait for one, Peſcinss , a man enuinent for learning} 
| and piety , af laſt chey ſuborned an Apoſtate to betray him , who dil- 
covering himas he rode in a Coach with a Nobleman, fourty horſe- 
men came ſuddenly , and took him away : but by che importunity of 
| ſome Noblemen . he was ranſomed for four thouſand Florences , and}. 
' ended his life in baniſhment. Another being bound to a Tree , was 
| made a mark for the Muſquetiers to ſhoot at, and though they did nor 
he him , yet by reaſon of the affrightment he died withia three 
_ 
Another being met by a notable Papiſt, was ran thorow with a ſpear: 
| But all this was done through military licentiouſneſſe ; Now we come 
to what was acted by proceſle of Law. | 
Anno 1621, Six Articles were exhibited to the Proteſtant Congre- | The _ 
gations in Prague. ' 1. That they ſhould lend ſome thouſands of pounds | _ 
to Ceſar fot the paiment of his Army. 2. That they ſhould publick- 
ly renounce the coming in of Frederick. 3. That they ſhould bring 
into the Church the Popiſh Rites and Ceremonies. 4, Thar their 
' Miniſters ſhould be ordained anew. 5. That the Miniſters ſhould leave 
| their wives, or get a diſpenſation from the Archbiſhop, 6. That 
ſuch as would renounce their Eccleſiaſtical! fun&tions , ſhould have 
| publick promotions , and the fayour of Ceſar, But they anſwered 
{ unanimouſly , that they would doe nothing againſt their conſci- 
Ences. | 
Then came forth an Edict , wherein the blame of all the former re- | Miniſters 
bellion ( as they called it ) was laid upon the Miniſters of Pragse , —_ os 
becauſe they had ſtired up , by their ſeditious and lying Sermons (as | 
they pleaſed to ſtile them ) and by their writings , not only the com: | 
mon people , but the Nobles alſo againſt Ceſar; and that they were 
the authors of the choice of Frederick , and that they ſtill laboured to | 
ſtirre up in the people an hatred againſt Ceſar. Thereupou all the Mini- | 
ſters within Prag:e, were required within three dues to depart out of 
| Pragne,and within eight daies to depart out of all the Kingdom, and the | 
Provinces belonging thereto, and never to return again;and if any under, 
| what pretence ſoever, ſhould ſtay or returne again, or if any ſhould pre- _— x 
ſume toharbour or.conceal any of chem, that both the one and the other 
ſhould ſuffer death ; this was Azno 1621, 
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not beexpreſſed what lamentations and mournings there were amongſt 
thepeople, when thus they muſt leave their Paſtors , and that for 
ever. 


Then were their Churches in Prague given to the Jeſuirs. Itcan | 


Yet the Germaz Miniſters, whereof there were two, were ſuf. } 


fered to continue in favour to the Duke of Saxovy. Then did as many 

| as underſtood Dutch, flock torheir Congregations, which ſo vexed the 
Jeſuits , that they obtained , not a baniſhment , but a gracious dif- 
| miſſion of them as they would have it called. Multitudes of people fol- 
lowed them , with great Jamentations and tears, and in the field they 
heard their farewell ſermon. 

The next deſign was , to remove the Miniſters out of other free Ci- 
ties, and the Commiſſioners of Reformation were imployed herein : 
One of them with a Troop of horſe coming to Slane ,.and going to 
Church , the Miniſter ( a godly and learned man ) was reading the 


'over , but the Miniſter ſti]] going on, himſelf went to him with his 


| wboin he pleaſed. 


ſword drawn, crying out, Thos fooliſh Preacher , leave off thy babling, and 
withall he daſhed the Bible out of his hand with his ſword : The Mini- 
ſter with eies, hands, and voice lifrup to heaven , repeatedoften , Wee , 
woe unto y0u , you enter 101 into heaven your ſelues , and forbid thews that 
would; Woe, woe , woe wnto you. Bur they mocking at theſe words, 
preſently laid hands on him , juſtling him. to and fro , whereupon he | 
laid, 7 for the name of my Lord Fejus _ am ready to ſuffer all this, 
and what elſe you ſball impoſe. The people were much affiighted , bur 
the chief Magiſtrates and many good women intercedjng for him , 
he was at laſt diſmiſſed , provided that heſhould departthe City with- 
in three daies; and thus was this faichfull ſhepherd , not without the 
greate lamentations of his people, baniſhed, where , about three years 
after he died, | 995 

Ina neighbouring City , the Miniſter for fear of theſe barbarous pro- 
ceedings,went a way of himſelf, yet the Commiſſionersextorted a great 
ſummeotf money from his Church , and baniſhed him in his abſence. 
In another place they commanded the Miniſter to depart from his Pariſh 
within three daies , and from the City within eight daies ; he modeſtly 


| 


Maſter of all che Churches , and that therefore he would pur into them 


Bur, intothe rooms of theſe godly Preachers, were put in unclean 


Chcriſts. Minis» 


| 
| out of Polazd, unprofitable burthens tothe earth, yet fic enough to be 


| (tutenburg , a place famous for maintaining the Orthodox Faith , cals 


| 1 


Goſpel: The Commiſſioner ſent a ſouldiers to him to bid him give | 


asking the reaſon of his baniſhment,they told him Ceſar by conqueſt was | 


men, wicked , blaſphemers, and men illiterate , and of no worth ; and 
yet they could not provide for all places : ſo that one of their hireli 

ſupplied divers Churches, and in ſtead of the wholeſome food of Gods| 
Word, he fed them with poiſon. Then brought the ignorant Monks 


ſcourges to unprofitable and common Goſpellers. 
Then a Commiſſioner , with ſome Troops of horſe , entring into! 


before him the Miniſters , caſts them out of their places, and puts Je- | 


ſuits 


mm tt 


L 


”— 


| The Perſecution of the Church in Bohemia. | 187 


rn <<, — 


| ſuirs intorhetr Churches : And theſe Jeſuits urging it, rhe! Minitiers| 
\ were commanded ro depart out of the City gares before break bf day, 
| and our of the Kingdom within eight daies : Hereby were twetity one 
Miniſters driven away , many Citizens accompanying thcm< One ou w_ 
| of thematrthe partinz,preached upon that.Text,7; hey ſhall caſt 5ou out of Hg F 
| the Synagogues; exhortingz them to perſeverance. All che multitude much 
bewailcd their loſle , and with grear lamentarions, wailing and kiſſing 
| cach other, rhey recommended themſelves to the bleffing and protecti- 
| on of the Almighty. | n a 

In every place the Miniſters were caſt out of their livings , ſome im- 
| prifonned, and airer a while diſmiſſed,and all commanded to depart 
the Kingdom,upon patn of death. Some were ſtifled with ſtink whileſt | 
they lay in priſon. 

At laſt , Az9 1624. an other Decrce cameforth from the King , 
whereby all the Miniſtersof the Goſpel were commanded to depart] ,,,.;a.., 
the Kingdom, by a peremptory day prefixed,becauſe,as was alledged, | chuged with 
they were ſeditious men, and ſeducers of the people : Yet herein they | £4193 
uſed this Artifice, thar in moſt places this Edict was concealed.till the 
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time was almoſt or altogether elapſed, fo that by this means the Mini- 
ſters not having time to communicate their counſels together, went into 
ſeverall Provinces', and ſome were faigne to hide themſelves in caves 
& dens, and thoſe cither returned privately, and viſited their auditors, 
or comforted ſuch as came to them in the mountains and woods, preach- | 
ing and alminiſtring the Sacraments to them; 
Bur as foonas the etjemies.underſtood it , they preſently publiſhed 
a new decree,wheretn a puniſhment was prepoſed to thoſe that ſhould 
conceal the Miniſters , and a rewarde to ſuch as ſhould betray them : 
VWhercupon ſome of rhe Miniſters were taken and caſt into priſon : 
{ Then by the Jeſuits were they by all wates ſollicited ro Apoſtacy ; 
and fear of death, hunger, cold , the ſtink of the priſon &c. prevailed 
with ſome to renounce their Miniſtery : But moſt bore up couragi- 
ouſly againſt all ftorms, and at laſt fome by paying great fines, others 
by giving it under their hands, that they would never returne into Buhe- 
mia, were diſmiſſed. | 
One godly Miniſter wasexamined by tortures , when , where, and | A Miniſter 
ro whom he had adminiſtred the Sacraments of Baptiſm or the Lords| My'<d. 
Supper,&c. he anſwered , that he had neither laide down,nor flacked | 
his Miniſtry,which he received from Chriſt,and not from Ceſar: Being 
profferred life if he would change his Religion he anfwered, 'Thrs body | 
of mine 1s ſujet to corruption , ana now it begins to decay already, why : | 
would you have me hinder it > Being brought forth to execution , the 
Crier with a Toud voice proclaimed that he was guilty of ſedition : 
| But he with a loud voice faid ,'7 ſuffer for the truth of Chriſt. None of 
the Citizens were ſuffered to accompany him,yea rhey were threatned 
to be ſhot , ifthey did bur look out at their windows / And that his 
voice might not be heard , the Drums and Trumpets ſounded conti- 
nally. As he was paſſing on , he chearfully faid :This 4ay ſhall niy 
r | 
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ſoul be with Chriſt: The Captain ſaid , With the devil in hell : The ; 
Martyr replied , But you with your impious crew will run headlong thith:y, | 
except ye repent, Then was his right hand cur off , wherewith he gaye 
the Cup in the Sacrament : Then was his head cut off, his bowels taken 
forth, and wrapped in his ſhirr, his quarters ſet upon four ſtakes, and his | 
head upon the fifth. | | 
Then-did the Commiſſoners go into Moravia, to a Noble Baron 
called Charles de Zerotiza, a man for wiſdom and vertue famous 
through all Europe , a conſtant profeſſor of Religion , and one who 
maintained twenty four Miniſters of the Brethren within his juriſdi&ti- 
on: They told him that they had an expreſs command from Cardinall 
Ditrichteize to expel] all thoſe Miniſters out of the Country : He an- 
{wered, That in matters of Religion he ought not to be {ubje ro the 
Cardinall,and therefore from him he appeals to Ceſar. Then did they 
grant him fourteen dates to proſecute his appeale , but the Bacon being 
notiahealth;could not go 1n that time to Cer, Then they came again to 
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\aSking chem if they would (ubmir co it; they anſwered that the 
wholly relied upon the will of God, whom they ferved in the Goſpell 


Courage ; and 


The nine:eent}; 
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him , an told him that it ſhould be in his choice whether he would 
{end them a way himſelf, or ſuffer them todo ir ; the Baron anſwered, 
that be could not bamiſh thoſe whom he knew to be the ſervants of 
Jeius Chriſt , nor could conſent that they ſhould doit : Yet that night | 
they ſent abroad their citations to require All the inhabitants of that | 
Village to appear before them the next ,morning , at which time the ) 
Miniſter and people came; then did they read to them Ceſars Edie, | 


of his Son , and therefore they were reſolued.to undergo what puntſh- 
ment they ſhould infli&, ſeeing they ſuffered only for the Name of 
Jeſas Chriſt , and not tor any ill deeds : Then they demanded of them, 
whether the would forſfake their hereſte, and rerurne to the Catholick 
Church ; which they unanimouſly denied. The Commiſſioners 
would have given them time to conſider of it, bur they allanſyered , | 
that in ſo religious a cauſe as this, they needed no deliberations | 
Hereupon in Czfars name they baniſhed them, commanding them to 
depart within eight daies : Theſe godly perſons obeyed , and by the 
Baron, at his own charge they were conveyed into Hungary, Thelike 
they &id in other places, ſo that the Miniſters of the Goſpel through all 
Bohemia and Moravia , were thruſt out , and ignorant and illirerate per- 
ſons {ct in their rooms. 

The next defign of the enemies was againſt the Nobles : The crime 
was for taking up arms for Freder:c> their lawfull King , againſt an 
Uſarper : For though hope of pardon was granted , if laying down 
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| 
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arms they would ſubmit to Ceſars mercy, yet divers of them were ap- 
prehended : And firſt they ſeized upon ſome that were of the rank of 
Defenders of the Kingdoms Eiberties, and then all thoſe whom they 
knew to haye done any thing for the;common good of Religion and | 
Liberty; or feared that they might be able to do for the time to come, 
and all ſuch as feared to break their faith given to Frederick, Theſe 
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t wherein ſome were condemned to death, oth 
i ſonment, others £ | pope 
—__ $ tO baniſhment , and ſome were reſerved to (eſars fur- Tn 
Then were each ſort of priſoners carried to thei 

act their ſey ſons: 
| = Noble men into the inward priſon of the Caſtle, the Cn 
: Faguonn houſe; and as they went, ſome villains were ſuborned to 
nſult over them, ſaying , Why doe they wot now ſivg , The Lord 
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\ . | Tentatteen:e-| were called for, flocked tothem , uſing many perſwaſions , promiſing | 


| babes & hbabts. 


— 


| ay HE © did the wives , children and kinsfoik of the condemned per- 
ſons, humbly petition for their lives ; but anſwer was made, thar all the 
favour which could now be granted tothem,was,that they ſhould have 
leave to bury the corps of their friends. 

In the evening , the condemned men , which were twenty ſeven in 
{number ,had notice given them of the day wherein they were to ſuf- 
| fer ; and thereforc they were adviſed to ſend for Jeſuits, or Capuchins , | 
| or a Miniſter of the eA»guſtine Conteſſion, for the good of their fouls; | 
| but they muſt expect no Miniſter of the Brethren, for that would nor 

be granted to ther. . The Jeſuits and Capuchins nor ſtaying till they 


liſted. life, &c. if they would turn; but God fo ſtrengthened them, that all 
thoſe endeavours of Satans imps were in vaine. .Then were ſome Mi-| 

 niſters of the «Avguſtize Confeſſion ſent for , who ſpent that time| 
| which remained in Religious exerciſes, conterences , prayer , and | 
| ſinging of Pſalms , and laſtly by adminiſtring the Sacrament to; 
| them. ; 
They which were of the Brethren , willingly admitted theſe Mi. ' 
niſters , proteſting that they acknowledged them for Brethren , 
though they differed from them in ſome things ; only rwo of them, 
did' not partake of the Sacrament for fear of ſome falſe accuſati- | 
on, comforting themſelves with that ſaying'; Beleeve , and thou haſt | 
eaten, 

They which were priſoners in the Majors houſe , being called to | 
ſupper, the night before thcy were to ſuffer, comforted themſelves, ſay- | 
ing , that this was their laſt iupper on earth , bur to morrow they ſhould 
feaſt with Chriſt in his Kingdom; whereupona great Papiſt flouted , ſay- 
ing, Hath Chriſt Cooks for you in heaven? 

When it was told them that the Noble men were coming to the 
Scaffold inthe Market place , where they were to ſuffer, they haſted 
to the windows, and entertained their fellow Martyrs , with ſinging 
the 44. Pſalm. The night after they ſpent in Plalms, prayer , godly 
Joy inw-bula- | diſcourte , and mutuall exhortations , that ſince it pleaſed God to call 
A them before others , to this honour of -Martyrdom , they hoped by | 

their conſtancy to confound the world , to glorifie Chriſt , and to leave 
agood exatnple to others; and finging the 68, P/alm, where in Da- | 
vid praies to God, toſhew ſome token of good upon him; one of them | 
| ſaid , Shew therefore ſome token of good upon ws O God , whereby wel 
thy ſervants may be ſtrengthened Ly thy gocdueſie , and our enemies con- | 
founded: And being full of faith, he ſaid further , Be of good chear , | 
Faith, for even in this God hath hard your voice , and to morrow he will ſhew 
ſome won derfull ſigne , whereby he will witniſſe that we ſuffer for his 
cauſe. 
_ Early inthe morning they waſhed their faces, and put on clean 
clothes, as if they had been going to a wedding; and cut off the 
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collars. of their dublers , that when they came to the Scaffold , there 
ſhould need no new making ready. Then did they earneſtly pray 1 
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| God, that he would be pleaſed to confirm and ſtrengthen both them- | prayer 
ſelves and the people concerning their innocency. | 
| Preſentlyatter the ſun riſing , a beautifull bow appeared, and com- 
| paſſed the heavens, the Miniſters, ſouldiers, and many others looking 
| upon it : The Martyrs looked out at the window, and faw a Rainbow 
of an unuſuall colour , the heavens being very clear, and no rain of 
ewo daics before, whercupon falling upontheir knees , they lifred up 
their voices and hands , praifing God for this ſign that he ſhewed 
from heaven. Then preſently was a Gun diſcharged , which was a 
warning for their bringing torth to execution ; whereupon thoſe 
Champtons of Chriſt encouraged one another , praying that cach of 
chem might be ſtrengthened, &c. Then Troops of horſe and foot came 
ro ferch them, the ſtreets, market-place and houſes , being filled with 
multitudes of ſpe&tators. 
The Martyrs being called forth one by one, went to their death 
' with and undaunted courage , haſting as 1f they had been going to a 
| banquet : When one was called for, he thus took his leave ot the reſt, 
| Farwell moFt loving friends , God grve you the comforts of his Spirit , pa- | The ki_a 
tience and courage , that what formerly with your mouths you have profeſſed , | murual far- 
0u may confirm by your glorious death: Behold I go before , that I may ſee | "*). 
the glory of my Lord Feſus Chrift ;, you will follow me that we may together 
fee the face of our heavezly Father. At this houre all ſorrow departs from me, \ 
| and joyfull eternity ſhall ſucceed it, Then did thereſt anſwer, God atove | 
to whom you are going , proſper your journey , and grant that you may paſſe 
happily from this vale of miſery , unto that heavenly Country, The Lord 
7:fs ſend his eAngeles to meet you : Go, dear brother , into thine and our 
F athers houſe , and we will follow after , preſeatly we ſhall meet in the hea- 
venly glory , aud this we are confident of through him in whom we have te- 
leeved. 
| The firſt was the Lord Scþli, a man of admirable parts, about fifty The L.Shtjk 
years old : VWhen he was condemned to be quartered, and his parts to -” 
be ſcattered here and there ; hefaid , The loſs of a ſepulchre is caſte; 
Being cxhorted by a Miniſter toTourage , he ſaid , 7have Gods favour 
ſo; that no fear of death doth trouble me z I have formerly dared to oppoſe Ax- 
tichriſt , and 1 dare now die for Chrift. The Jeluites troubling him 
when he came to the Scaffold, he ſhaked them off , and ſeeing the ſun 
ſhining bright , he ſaid , Chriſt thou Son of righteouſneſs, grant that through 
the darkneſſe of death, I may paſſe into eternall light ; and ſo having end- | fis Miny:- | 
ed his prayers he conſtantly received the ſtroak : His right hand ang | 4. 
head were hung on the high Tower upon the Bridge. | 
The Lord wenceſlaus was next, about ſeventy years old , famous for | The L. #»- 

Leng his travels through divers countries: His houſe | © | 
was formerly plundered , even to his wearing apparell, he only ſaying, 
The Lord hath given, and the Lord hath taken away. Being asked why 
he would engage himſelfe in Fredericks cauſe, he ſaid , My conſcience | yi; paence, 
preſſed me to do what 1 did; 1 am here , my God , diſpoſe of me thy ſervant 

45 ſeems good in thine eyes ;, Jam full of years, take me out of this m= | i 
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that 1 may not ſee that evill that is commg on my Country. Afterwards 
bolding forth his Bible , he faid, Behold my Paradiſe , it never yeelded 
me ſo much NeRar and A mbrofia as row. When he was ſentenced , he 
ſaid to the Judges, 79% have a long time thirſied after my Lloud , but know 
withall , you will finde God areUenger of imnacert bloud , for whoſe cauſe 
we ſuffer. AFrier ſaying to him, You are deceived in your opinion, 
he anſwered , 7 rely not on op11n103 , but 0 the 1nfalliUle truth of God, for 
Ihave no other way tut him whoſaid, 1 am the way, the truth , and the life. 
Onthe Scaffold, ſiroaking his long beard , he ſaid , fy gray hairs, te- 
hold what honour remains for you , that you ſhould te crowned with Martyr- 
dom : And ſo praying for the Church, his Country, his enemies, and 
commending his ſoul to Chriſt , his head was cut off, and ſet on the 
Tower. ; | 
The next was the Lord Harart, a man that had gained much expe- | 
rience by his travels in eAſ#a, Africa, and Exrope ; hiscrime was thart | 
he had taken an oath to be true to Frederick , and durft nut violate it. | 
As he was going td ſuffer , he called the Miniſter to him, and rold him | 
that he much feared his wives inconſtancy in Religion , and therefore | 
defired him to exhort her to conſtancy, and not to ſuffer her ſelf to be 
drawn from her Religion by any aliurements, atluring her that it is! 


| 


| 


| 


mency to his ſubjects , rather eaſing then over-charging them with 
barchens. Laſtly to require her to have a care of his children , and to 
bring themup in the pure Religion,&c. Being called to execution, he 
ſaid, 1 have travelled through many Countries , through many barbarous 
Nations , eſcaped many perils byſea and layd., and now ſuffer innocently in 
my own Countrey, and by them for whoſe ſake 1, and my forefathers have 
ſpent our Eſtates and Lives ; Father forgive them. Then he ſaid , 1; 
thee O Lordhave I hoped , let me not te confounded. On the Scaffold he | 
laid , Into thy hands O Lord I commend my ſpirit : 1n the O Lord have 1 
truſted from my youth ; 1 am confident that 7 ſball be accepted Ly that 1gno- 
minious death of my Saviour 3, and falling upon his knees, he ſaid , To 
thee O Lord 1 commend my ſpirit , for thou O God , jufl and true, 


halt redeemed me : and ſo he received the fatall ſtroke with the 
ſword. | 
. The next was Caſper Kaplitz a Knight , of eighty ſix years old : 

When the Miniſter came to himafrer his condemnation , he ſaid, See } 


His courage 


me a miſerable old man , who have often 1ntreated my Gad that he would have 
mercy upon me , and take me out of this miſerable life , but have not obtained. 
it, for God bath reſerved me to be a ſpeRacle to the world , and a ſacrifice 
to himſelfe, Gods will be done : My death indeed ts diſgracefull in the eyes of 
men, but glorious in the ſight of God ; for God will account that death 
precious in his fight, which 1 ſuffer for his glory and truth: And when it 
was told him that he might have his life , if he would ask pardon; he 
anſwered , That he would ask pardon of him againſt whom he had 
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committed many fins all his life , but he never offended the Prince,and 
therefore would not give occaſion to ſuſpe&t that he had committed; 
ſome 
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lome crime , for whi ch he had de ſerved death, &c. 
Therefore, laid hethat 7 ſhauld be ſe eparated from this holy company of Martyrs: 
| As he was going to the Scattold , being feeble with age , he ſai , 05 
| myGod sfrengthen me , les 1 fall down, and become matter of ſcorn to the 
| exemies, Bcing crooked with age , and hanging downhis head ,: the 
| eXccutioner could not well come at his neck, whereupon the Miniſter 
{aid ro him, My noble Lord , as you hae commended yuur ſoul to Chriſt , (0 
| cow offer up your heavy head chearfully toGud , and lift up your ſel e tuwards 
| heaven. Toon liiting up his nead as well as he could , he ſaid , Loyd 
Y Feſus into thyhand 1 commecgd my ſpirit , and ſo is head was cur 
| Off. -- | " 

The next was P-/ocopius Dorzeckt , who aiter his condemnation ſaid 
[to the Minutcr, 1 ha e bad a great contention all aright with old Alam , 
ſo that it made me ſweat againe + but thaxks beto myGad , by wium my ſu 
| bath a vercome all tentatio..s : aying furtizer , O Almighty God , ftrenothes 
| thy ſeruant ta: 1 may not te made a deriſionto mine enemres ty any fear of 
death ; and as thou wail wort to eucourage thy holy Marty/s , ſo T trough 
{ telee.e thou wilt c.mfort me, When he was called forth to exccution , 
ne ſaid, Tharks Le to my God , who doth now call me to himſelfe , to him 1 
have liued , and for. him 1 will die; for my Sautour bath therefore died and 
| "iſe agarn , that he mig: le Lord both of the Itving and the dead: I know 
thai m; ſoul ſhall le , and my torly ſhall be rarſe1like tohrs glorious todd. 
Upon rhe Scaffl4 he ſaid ro the Imperi 1] judges , Tell Cxſar that 
we ae now under his 1n11ement , tus he ſhall #.dergoe a more grievous , yet 


wherein was Ingraven tiie Coronation of Frederick , he deliverc] it to 
one thar ſt»0d by , ſays . 7 rejuire thee, that when, my dear King Frede- 
rick ſhall reco.er the T'5rone of this Kingdom , thou deliver him this , aud 
| 'ell him , :bat for bis ſake 1 wore it till mydeath , and that now 1 lay doun 
my life willigzly, for Gud and my Kino , and lo preſently atter be loſt 
his head. | 
The next was the L. Frederick de Bile , who ſuſfered dcath likewiſe 
paticntly and piovuſly. 
{ Thenext was the L.Her.Otto.a man of great judgment, who having 
received the ſentence of condemn ton, ſaid, OC2/ar, do you i:.deed +- 
| ſtabliſh your Throne by onr tou 2 bu' whit account will you mike to God 
of it i1: the day of judgoment ? &c. kill my ho4y diſperſe my membe,s whi- 
ther you pleaſe :yet d Thelre erhet my Saviou w'll gather them teg ther 
againe , and clothe ih m wr h+k14 _ ja that with ih-ſ* eves I (hall ſee hm, 
with theſe ears ! ſhall + ur vim, with this to, gue I ſþ.ll praiſe hims , and re- 
Joyce with this heart fix e er. Atrerwards when 'he Miniſter came to 
him, amongſt oiner :hinos he far, / was rowbled , {nt now I feel a won- 
derfall refreſhing 4n m\ h-art . a icing , with bis hands lift up to hea- 
ven, I giv$ihze thanks ) moſt mere full Saviour , wie haſt he x; plea'ed to 
fill me with ſs much com-ot:') now 1 frar death 1:0 197 0er 1 will dtc wthjoy: 
[ As he was going to the »ca Told he ſa1d tothe Mintitir, I am fure that 
Chritt Jeſus will mect my ivu! wica its Angels, that he may bring ir 
| Cc | ro 


es h_—_— ,----- —_—— ——  —— ww 4 . Aw ES — es eee —<—— 


God forlid| 


— 


His Martyr- 
-« mm. 


'r0' us Dy. 
LEE, 


His prayer and 
ia.i0. 


| 


juit juigement of G4: And ſccing a gold Medal hanging about his neck, 


Heb eliry ro 
bs Þ, inGe- 


His Martyr- 
_ dom: 


L Frederich de 
Bile. 


L. Hen. 0's, 


His taich. 


; ble. 


| 193 | 


J-y unſpeaka- 


| 
{ 
* 4 

1 


His martyr« 


dom. 


D jon. Zervins. 


His Martyr- 
dom, 


Anaged man. 


His martyr- 
dom. 


The Lord of 
Rygeni2 


Hig excellect 
ſpeech. 


His martyr- 
dem. 


| Wal. Cockan. 


| His Martyr- 


dom, 


| 194 [ | The Perſecution of the Church Bohemia. 


| joy for ever : This death know ſhall not ſeparate me from him : Up- 


| 7 rayed filent]y, he ſaid, into thy bands O Lord God 1 commend my ſpirit , ; 
| Kt ttty on me through Feſus Chriſt, and receive me that I may ſee thy glory : | 


9 — — 
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co an cverlaſting marriage , where I ſhall drink of a new cup, a Cup of | 


4 


Hedvens open , pointing with his hand to the place , where others alſo | 
| obſerved a certain brightnefle which dazled their eyes: after he had 


& þ bi Scaffold lifring up his cycs to heaven , he ſaid, Behold I ſee the 


and fo he received the ſtroak of the ſword. 

The next was Dzonyſius Zeruimy tormerly a- Papiſt , but being told | 
of the promiſes made tothe people of God concerning rhe pirdon of | 
ins, and aſſurance of ſalvarion to thoſe that believe in Chriſt, he ftruck | 
his breaſt, and with rears in his eyes , criedoue, This is my faith, and in 
this I die] reſt in the grace of Chriſt , and Itruſt in my God , thar he | | 
will graciouſly accept my contrite ſpiric : Whenupon the Scaffold the || 


4nd receive my ſoul 1nito thy bands. 


 Jefuttes cxhorred him , he liftned not ro chem , but turned from the , 
Crucifix, and falling down on his knees he prayed ſoftly : Then look- 
ing up towards heaven, hecried , They can take away the body , but| 
they cannot take away the ſoul : O Lord Feſus I commend that unto thee : 1 
and fo he ended his lite being fifty fix years old. | 

The next was an aged man about ſeventy years old , that had been 
long. lame: his crime was that he had aſſiſted Frederick with -his coun- | 
ſel and wealth:at the time of his dearh,he ſaid,0 Lord Feſus,who being tn- 
nocent did(t undergo death , grant that 1 may de the death of the righteaus , | 


\ The next was the Lord of Rugerra, a man of excellent parts, and full | 
of zeal for God; when he was 1ndged todic, he ſaid , thatit was more | 
welcome to him then it the Emperour had given him life, and reſtored 
him to his eſtate with addition of more : afterwards he ſaid tothe Mi- 
niſter : God is our wit;eſſe ,that we fought for nothing but the Liberty of Re- 
ligzon : and in that we are overcome and condemned to die , we acknowledge, | 
ard finde that God will zot hate his truth defended by our ſwords, but by our | 
ploud, %c. When he ſaw divers called out before him, he ſaid, Whart | 
is the marter my God * thou knowelt that Irefignmy ſelf wholly unto 
thee : Ah do not deſpiſe thy ſervant, butmake haſte to take me away : | 
and when the Shecift came for him, he rejoyced, and ſaid, Praiſed be my 
God , that Iſhall vow be taken out of the world, that 1 may be with Chriſt : and | 
{o-he went to mcet him ; On the Scaffold he comforted himſelf with 
that promiſe , Father , 1 will , that where I am, my ſervants may alſate, to | 
behold that glory which thou gaveſt me : Therefore (ſaid he) 1 make hate 
to die that 1 may te with Chriſt , and ſee his glory, and fo he ſuffered Mar- 


| 


tyrdom couragiouſly. | 
 Thenext was Yalextine Cockaxot about ſixty years old : During his 
impriſonment, he was full of heavenly diſcourſe , and at the Scaffold 
he {aid, Graxt me O Godto paſſe-through this valley of death , that I may pre- 
ſemtly ſee thee, for thou knaweft-myGod that I have loved thy word, bring me O | 


God. tt. "0 ah the paths of life tat 1 may. ſee fulneſſe of jo iz th eſence . 
+ 137 ak 1 own, he ſaid; into thy hands OLord 1 ed a na 
_ _ |faholily ended his life. The 


DT 


——_— — 
— ————_—_—_—_—_— 


The Perſecation of the Church in Bohemia. | 95 


- The next was Toby Stefficka manof # compoſed temper, and fincere rob Sreffick. 
' in Religion : he ſpent molt of the time of his impriſonment in fitenr 
| ſighs and tears : Before his Exccution he fatd , 7 have receives many 
| good things of the Lord all my life long , ſhall I not therefore receive this 
| cup of af flidF1on > 1 imbrace the willof God , who by this ignominious death 
| makes me conformable to his ſon , and bya narraw way brings me to his hea- | 
yenly Kingdom : 1 praiſe God who hath joyned me undeſeruedly to theſe ex- | 
cellent men , that 1 might receive with them the crown of martyrdom ; 
When he was called to die, he ſaid : My Saviour being aboutto die, 
ſaid, Father , zot as I will, but as thou wilt : thy will be done. Shall I there- 
fore who am buta worm, yea, duſt, and.a thadow contradict his-will2 
far be ir from me : yea, I come willingly my God,only have mercy on 
| me,and cleanle me trom my ſins,tharno ſpot or rinckle may appear in 
me,but that I may appear'pure in thy tighr,and fo he lifted up himſelf _ 
full of ſighs, yet full of hope,and as he was praying he rendered up his | _—_ _ 
| ſpirit unto God. | | 
Then was Je/ſenius,a Decor of Phiſick, called forth, a man famous 
for piety and learning all over Europe: Having hard his ſentence, he 
ſaid ,7Towu uſe us too cruelly and diſgracefully : but know, that our heads ſhall | A Prophecy. 
be buried , which you: ignamintouſly expoſe for a ſpetacle : which after- 
wards came.to paſſe , Anno 163t, whenthe King of Swedez with his 
Army took prague, and eauſed the Martyrs heads to be taken from the | 
Tower, and ſolemnly arid honourably buried. When the Hangman 
required his rongue tocut iroff, he willingly pur ir our, and falling up- 
| on his knees, as he was praying , his head was cut off , his body quar- | Mis Maryr- 
tered and fet upon four ſtakes. "_ 
The next was Chri#opher Choter who much encouraged his fellow- | ,,  _ 
Martyrs, and then cited the words of gatins, I am Gods corn, and ſhall i oraranh 
| be ground with the teeth of wilde beaſts : So we ( faith he ) are Gods | yicexcaten; 
corn , ſown in the field of the Church , and that we may be for our | ſpeech: 
Maſters uſe , we are nowto betorn by beaſts : bur be of good chear , 
the Church is founded in bluud , and hath ever encreaſed by bloud : 
God is able toraiſe up athouſand worſhippers of himſelf our of every 
dropot our bloud : fa chough truth now ſuffers vioJence , yet Chriſt 
reigns, and no man ſhall throw him from his Throne : Being called 
to execution , he ſaid , 7 come 77: the name of my God, neither am I aſhamed | 
to ſuffer theſe things for his alory, for I know whom T bave leleeved : Ihave 
fought the good fight of faith , and finiſhed my courſe , &c. then praying , 
es thy hands Lord I commend my ſpirit, he reccived the Crown of Mar- His Martyr- 
| tyrdom. om. 
M Fobn Shultis was next, who on the Scaffold ſaid; hy art thou ſo ſad O Fohx Shuttis, 
my ſoul? Hope thou in Gad for thou ſhalt yet praiſe him :8c. The righteous 
ſeem to dic in the eyes of fools, but indecd they goto their reſt : Lord 
Jeſus thou: haſt promiſeetthat whoſo'comes to thee; thou willt not caſt 
off: Behold I now come, look on me, pity me, pardon my fins,and receive 
my ſou], to thy ſelf : then kneeling down, he ſaid, Come come, Lor#Feſus, 
aud doe ot tarry , and fo he was heheaded. "I. | 
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, 2wxim, -oſti-; "Thenext was Maximilian Hoſtialich , a learned , and pious man : 
lokict. © \afterhiscond=mnarion he was ſadder then the reſt, and being asked by 
| _ |the Miniſter the reaſon of it, he ſaid , The fins of my youth doe now 
come. into. my. minde : for though 1 know that nothing remains to 

condemn them which are in Chriſt Jeſus : yer I know that God exer- | 
|ciſcrh juſtice as well as mercy towards his own : Being called to death, | 
he ſaid , Look upon me Lord my God, and lighten mine eyes, lef} 1 ſleep the 

| ſleep of death; and leſt mine enemies ſay , we have prevailed, - Afterward 


gn ——_ yy 


| repeating the words of Simeon ,. Now letteft thou thy ſervant depart in 
| peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſaluation he was beheaded. 
 Thenexr was Fohn-Kutzaur , who when the Jeſuites began to ſpeak | 


Fo 
His Martyr» ; | . | 4 , 
dom. to them., ſaid, Pray you'trouble not our conſciences ; we are {uffici- 


| Foby Kuenaur. | ently furniſhed againſt che fear of death , we need none of your help: | 
'be]/9is. | and whenthey would have proceeded , he ſaid , Why do you create 
| unprofitable labour to. your ſelves, and trouble to us-2 Then ſaid they 
| oneto another, they arc hard rocks , and will not ſuffer themſelves to | 
| be removed : to whom he anſwered , You ſaÞtrue, Chriſt is an hard rock, 
| and we are firmly fixed onhim. Afterwards he ſaid to histellow-Mar- | 
tyrs ;I underſtand that I muſt be hanged but whether by the neck , 
middlcor feet, I know not , nor.care not; this only is my grief, that my | 
| blond; may not be mingied with yours ,that we might be-made one fa- | 
crifice to God : When he was called forthizs execution, he was bes ! 
ſprinckled with the tears of his friends, ro whom he'ſaid , Playthe men, 
brethren, and refrain fron weeping,T go before, but it is but a ſhbyt time and 
His ſpeech «| we ſhall meet tn the heavenly glory ; Whenhe was upon the ladder, he 
death, | ſaid , I have plotted no Treaſon , comnthred no murder .T have done 
nothing worthy of death; bur I die becauſe'T have beenfaithfull tothe 
| Goſpel, and my country 2O God pardon my enemies," for they know 
His Martyr- | not what they do : but thou O Chriſt have pityon me , for I commit my 
_ ſoul unto thee, and ſo heflept inthe Lord. | | 
Sim Suit. | The next was Simeon Suſſickey , who whenhe ſaw the Jeſluites com- 
ming , he ſaid to his companions : Theſe birds of preyare flying hi- 
= ther, but they ſhall not feed on thefe carcailes, bur return hungry; For 
God hath promiſed to perſcrve his own as the apple of his eye, and 
therefore he will not ſufferus to be ſeduced. The laſt night he had a 
| great conflict with the fleſh,becaulſe the Scripture ſaith, Curſed is every 
| one that hangeth oz a tree : bur when the Miniſter rold him that that 
, curſe was taken away by the death of Chriſt, he was well ſatisfied: He 
went to his deathpraying and finging , and being hanged next to Kut- | 
zavr Which was his ſon in law. after he was dead , he turned towards 
him, and ſo nearthat their maurhs: touched each other : ſo that their 
enemies ſaid, Theſe were ſuch obſtinate Rebels that they ceaſe not to plot after 
death. | 
The next was Nathaneel Wodniazxskey , who when the Jeſuites ſolli- 
Nth, Wedrj- | cited him to A poſtacy , he ſaid to them : Yow take away owr Ilrues under 
Hizlh echo | pretence of Rebellion , ahd not content with that , you ſeek to deſtroy our 
the F.luhes, | ſouls 2 Glut your ſelues with ſight of our bloud , and te ſatisfied with we , 
ut 
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but we ſhall leave a ſtins 1p your couſciences : Afterwards his own ſon ſay- 
ing to him, My Father, zf hope of life ſhould Le proffered Jou , upon condition 
of eApostacy, 1 pray you be mindefull of keeping your faith to Christ : He an- 
{wered, 1: 7s very acceptable to me myſor, to be exhorted to corStaycy by His counſtl to 
you , but what makes you to ſuſpet me ? 1 rather adviſe and exhort you to fol- | _—_ 
| low your fathers Steps , and to exhort your brethren , ſiters, and childrew, to | His Martyr- 
| that conſtar.cy whereof 1 ſhall leave you an example : and ſo he paticnely | 9m: 
ended his lite upon the Gallows. 
| Thencxt was wenceſlaus G1541t2ky, to whom were given great hopes 
of lite : but the Minittcr tearing Satans ftratagems., advitcd him ro 
[take heed of ſecurity,and to prepare him(clt tor rne encounter of death: | | 
| Upon the Scaffold, tccing his hopes fruſtrate , he fell on his knees , and 
| ſatd: Ve are proſtrate betore thee,O erernal Fathcr,do not torfake us, is prayer. 
{ have pity on us through Jeſus Chrift : We would fay morc, but weare | : 
nor able to expreſle it: Into thy hands doe we commend our fouls , 
| perfect that wiiich thou haſt begun rv work 1nus. Render ro us our in- 
| heritance that we may {ing Holy, Zoly,Holy,&Eand to inthe midſt of his 
! prayers he ended his lite. | 
' Ti:ere was allo one Martin Fruiz , an eminent Citizen of Prague, | Hatin Fruin. 
| who being taken in his own houfe, was ſcofted atby the fouldicrs, bea- | 
cen with their fiſts, and ateerward cruelly tortured , and fo burnt in the | 
| priyy parts, that tor ſix monerhs he was troubled with moſt grievous | 
| pain : he was ſhut up in priſon trom all company, and ar laſt was tound He ismurther- 
i dead inthe Caſtle ditch under the Tower. Ins 
| og el : | 
| Preſcntly after rhe execution of theſe holy Martyrs , all their goods | 5,,;, ...., 
were confiſcated, as-alſo of thoſe that were driven into baniſhment. | raeAory 
Then was a Proclamation publiſhed , wherein a gencrall pardon of all 
crimes was offcred to all the Inhabutants of the Kingdom , only their 
goods were confiſcated , either in whole or in part , which muſt be 
| brought into his Majeſtics Treaſury , to pay his debts which were con- 
' tracted by this neceſſary war: beſides which, they were to make a con- 
 feflion of their faults ina form preſcribed before Cardinal) Lichteaſtern, | gccanaion 
who was Ceſars Viceroy , and it any did not appear, he ſhould loſe this | preicrived. 
favour. 
| Hence it was that theenemics publikely boaſted that none were pu- 
niſhed bur ſuch as were convicted by their own confeſſion, Then by = 
Edic all were forbidden to diminiſh, or waſte thetr goods , by ſellin | 7 o— 
i rhem , or conveying them over to others : and tf any man ſhoul 
| ſend away his goods toanother place , all ſhould be loſt : and whoſo- 
{ ever received ſuch goods , ſhould pay ſo much of his own to the Em- 7 
| perour. : ; ; 
| Yet the merry Judges turned all thisto a jeſt , ſaying to divers that 
pleaded their innocency from having any hand in bringing in Frederick, | 
| That though they had not aFuall ſins,yet they were infefed with the Original 
fia of hereſie and- wealth , and therefore could a0t be exempted from pi | | 
aiſhmezt. ; TheProte- 
| Thendidthey procced to take from the Proteſtants all their Caſtles, | gan beggered.' 
| D d | Towns , | 
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Towns, and Villages , whereby they were deprived of their liveli- ' 
hoods,and driven into ſtrange places: Some were forced to caſt them- 
ſelves upon their Popith friends,others to become ſervants to their own | 
deſtroyers. . | | 
Aftcrwards all their perſonall Eſtates were ſequeſtred, ſcarce leav- 
ins ſomuchas a garment for them wherewith to cover theit nakedneſ: 
And leſt any man ſhould ſhould have money at uſe, they commanded 
all ro bring in all their bonds, upon pain of loſing all their debrs,if they - 
concealed the leaſt : And when any conliderable ſum was brought in, | 
che Kings Treaſurers were at hand, who proteſting that the Emperour. 
had need of itto defray his charges of war, rook it away, giving to the 
party a note thar ſo much was due to him from the Emperour , which | 
yet was never repatcd. | 
And thus theProteſtants being commanded to depart thcKingdom, | 
che Popiſh party divided their confiſcated goods and lands amonght : 


The ſ-uldiers | chemfelves : and as it pm——_ for any of them, they added | 


this or that Village, Tow 


» Caſtle, or Lordſhip to their own, bur the 


- { greateſt part fell ro ſtrangers ſhares, Spartards , Italians , or Germazs | 


| which were Commaaders tn the Imperiall Army,in ftead of their pay. | 
| If any widows or Orphans had lands or goods nottaken away , thetr | 
| papith n cighbours would cither circumvent them by craft, or weary | 
| them,our by quartering ſouldters upon them , and ſo enforced them to | 
ſell chem their lands, at whar prices themſelves liſked tomake thereof, | 


' and yet afrerwards not pay ing thar neither. 


The oneand | Then did the Emp<-rour call for the ancient Charters of the King- 
erwendzh Ar- | dom, which hc immediately rent, and threw into the fire. | 
— | te The Miniſters being all banithed, the nuble Lord (harles de Lerotine | 
Zer-tine. did yet nor onely rerain his houſhoid-Chaplaine ; but he ſuſtained 

4 Wy Obe- | A1fo many others privately in their Caves with bread and water ; and 
Dh not fearing man , he did not only give liberty to his own ſubjects , bur 
to divers others in neighbouring placesro reſort to the holy exerciſes 

| _ | which were performed in his Caſtle, 

| Thetwoand| Then did the enemies by a new Edit publiſh, thar all ſuch Barons , | 
| REID Noblemen, and Citizens , as kept any Proteſtant Tutor for their chil- ! 
Proreftin: | dren , ſhould preſently diſmiſſe him: otherwiſe he ſhould be taken and | 
Tutors ba- puniſhed. 
_ Then by another Edi all che Proteſtants were caſt out of proteRi- 
| on of the Laws , and were to have no benefit by them. | | 
| The enemies being every day puffed up with rheir ſucceſſes and vi- | 
| Succeſſe makeg] tories, made a Decree that all the Proteftanr Noblemen ſhould pre- | 
COT | ſently depart our of the Kingdom, and the Emperour publiſhed a Pro- 


clamation , that to prevent all divitions which were dangerous to the 
Kingdom and Magiſtrates , therefore he was reſolved no longer to! 
tollerate any of the inferiour, much lefle of tne ſuperiour eftares of ei- 
ther ſex , who was infe&ed with heretical! erroprs : And withall he' 

ranted to the ſuperiour States the term of {ix monerbs , to Jearn the 
Poly Roman Cathalick faith : and for that end he appointed Commil.. 
fioners 
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 hogers of Reformation to inſtruct them requiring them, to be obedient | 

fo his will, and to be diligently inſtructed by them, otherwiſe they | 

ſhould not be ſuffered to ſtay in the Kingdom , muchleſs to poſſefle 

| their goods : and therefore he required all thoſe whichat the encof that | | 

term of fix moneths did not-turn Catholicks, immediately to depart the Ih-Prote- | 

| Kingdom and never to returne again. 5 out 
Hereupon they which loved Religion at cheir hearts , did preſently 

' ſeparate themſelves by baniſhment : Others ſollicited Cafar by petiti- 

'ons, either to change the decree, or to grant them a longer time : 

Others there were that thinking co deceive the Emperour and Pope , 

did buy falſe reſtimonies of rhe Prieſts, that they had been at Confefſi- | ;.\c. ..a...,. 

| 08 ,and communicated inonc kind , and ſo made ſhew of a diſſembled | vics vevzh: 

| Apoſtacy, thereby to avoid baniſhmenr. : | 

Then was the fore-named Act extended unto widows , and the Pro | 

' teſtants children were commanded to be delivered to thecare and in- 

| ſtruRion of Chatholicks , or elſe to be ſhut up in Monaſteries: and this 

| 
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| | 
| Pcotcſtants | 
; ; ' chi:dren taken } 
| cauſed extream grief and groanes , when Noble-mens ſons , and daugh- | from theu. | 
| ters, cven mids that were marriageable, were pulled from their pa- | | 
' rents, and friends , and thruſt into Jeſuites Colleges , or Monks Ccls : 
| their Goods being taken alſo from them , and committed to Pa- | 
| piſts. | | ; 
Is The cunning craftineſſe of thoſe ſeducing Retormers,deceived many | | 
unwary perſons, whileſt they told them that they might hold their for- | pgyjn, fubriley 
\ mer opinions; only for order fake they muſt acknowledge the Romar | 
\ Biſhoptrobethe viſible head of the Church : Hereby the fimpler ſort, 
' thinking that they were not conſtrained to any other faith , but what | | 
they had formerly learned , thought that they might with a ſafe conſci- 
ence promiſe that outward obedience. And if theſe ſeducers ſaw any one | | 
of more Nobility then ordinary , they preſently ſuggeſted to them how | | 
much ir grieved Ceſar that thoſe ancient families which had formerly | 
been the ornaments and props of the Kingdom , ſhould caſt themſelves | | 
out into baniſhment through there unadviſedneſs , when they might | Tearaioa. 
remaine and flouriſh under the favour both of God and Ceſar : and this | Many ſeduced. 
ruined many of the Proteſtants Nobility , who-preterred their earthly , 
| before the heavenly country, 
| Yet above ahundred Families , leaving their inheritances , and all | x.4 4 zcro- | 
{ their poſſeſſions, went away : Amongſt theſe was the Lord de Zerotine, | tine goeth into 
who might have lived inhis countrey if he would have deprived him- | 
{elf of the worſhip of God ,by the loſle of his Miniſter , or if he would 
{ have uſedit covercly,yet he rather choſe toſuffer affliction with the peo- 
- of God, then to continue the enjoyments of his earthly poſleſ- 
| HONs. 
| And whereas many of theſe Proteftants were gone into $/lefis , and 
| Lyſatis , the Emperour ſer forth a Proclamation , wherein he proteſted, 
' That ir was not his intention to remove them out of Bohemia and Mora } , 1 wn | 
| ia, and to ſuffer them inthe incorporated Provinces , and therefore 
| hecommanded them to depart from thence alſo , or elſe they ſhould be 
SES Dd 2 brought | LL. 
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brought to puniſhment : requiring them alſo to ſend back their children : 
j . / . R m 
' which they had carried with chem , upon penalty of loſing all the goods | 
| which any of them could demand in his countrey. | | 
| Preſently after he publiſhed another Edict wherein he required all / 
| | the Proreſtant wives of the Cathoticks, either to retorm , or to go into | 
| baniſhment - But when many of the chiet Officers of the Kingdom | 

Proreftznts | had Proteſtant wives, and they would not indure that they ſhould be | 


|-wives b nithed! © : « . 
their hu;. | thus divorced from them , he ſet torth another Evict , whereby they | 


| from their hui: | 
| bands. | were tolerated till che deathof their husbands, «nd then they ſhould be 
excluded from their inheritances, and ſent into beniſhment : And requi- | 
| red that in the mean time they ſhould abſent themſelves from all 
teſtivall and nuptiall ſolemnities, orelle ſhould rake the loweſt places af. 
b | ter the Carholicks. | 
Falnok proud And whereas ſome of the Proteſtants did privately teturn, or ſtay | 
Is ' {ro make the beſt of that little that did remain unto them : Proclamation | 
{ was ſent out that all ſuch ſhould be apprehended and impriſoned : and | 
to warn all ſuch as had harboured any of them, upon their allegiance, to | 
' appear before the chief Officers in the Caſtle of Prague < requiring that | 
| if any knew where any of them lay hid , they ſhouid ſecretly and ſud- 
( denly attachrbem,and bring them co priſon, 


The three ard | hen did the Einperour repeal, and diſannull diverſe of the ancient 
Ire way | Statutes of the Kingd»m , that made moſt for the peoples Liberties , as ' 


| Liws repealed concerning their free Election ot a King , &c. that he might the better | 


' every where oppreſle them. 
{The fow o* | Then in all the free Cities men of baſe and mean quality were ap- 
tfice. pointed to determinea lbuſineſſe , and to be the chiet Officers , and to 
theſe were added ſome of the chief of the ſouldiery , the better to pro- 


| cure ſubjection, 
Theſe Cities alſo they impoveriſhed by taxes and contributions , 
which continued divers years , and were extorted by the Souldiers 
ower. 
s Then Maſſe-Prieſts were put into the places of godly Miniſters, and 
people were compelled to trequent the Maſle: Marriages were forbid- 
den, except amongſt the Catholicks : Such as turned Apoſtates were 
promored to all places of Magiſtracy in the Cities , though men of no 
judgement, nor experience. 
\ Then were theſe Articles given to the Captains of Diſtreſles. 
| hoes 6-09 oe r. That whoſoever is not of the Kings Religion, all traffick and com- 
tifice. merce ſhall be dcbarred him. 
2, Whoſoever ſhall ſuffer private Preaching , Baptiſm , or Matrimo- 
ny in his houſe , ſhall pay a grear Fine, or ſuffer fix monerhs impri- | 
| q_ : but if he harbour a Preacher , he ſhall loſe goods and | 
ife. 
3. If any ſhall work upon Carholick-holidaies, he ſhall be impriſoned, | 
and pay ten Florences. | 
4. Ir ſhall nor be lawfull for any Non-Catholick to make a Will : it | 
| | he do, it ſhall be null, | | 
5. No 


nad 


Apoſtates pro* 
mored. 
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5. No youth ſhall be bound Apprentice, or learn any Artor Trade, | 
;untcile he learn the Cathol:ck Religion. | 
| 


| 6. The poor people in Ho; pirals,except they be tonverted by ſuch a 
; day , ſhall be rurned out, &'c. 
| After the taking of rhe City of Prague , Papiſts were examined upon 
| vath to declare what they knew or heard that the Proteſtants had ſpo- 
\kcnor done Aa oainlt Ceſar. Then was an Act publiſhed tothe reſt of 
[che Citizens, that though they had fortcired their whole eſtates, yet | 
they ſhould not be wholly {equeſtred , bur every one ſhould contribute | 
\ PAIT of 115 Eſtate to ſupport the Army: all menalfo were required up- 
ban oath to diſcover what their Eſtates were : according to which they | 
were injoyned to pay a ranſom to obtain a pardon; yea all trading | | 
inhibiccd to ſuch as were not Catholicks. 

In the City of Kwtterberg were abnndance of {ilver mines , and the In- 
habirants generally were zealous profetiors : hereupon ſo ſoon as they 
began to be moleſted for Religion, the Kings Revenue began to dimi- 
niſh , moſt of the workmen giving over the work : The King ſeeing 
this, he farms his Revenues to the Citizens for ten years , promiſing | The Prote- 
that in the z2te-/m they thould not be troubled with ſouldiers , nor for _ _ 
their Religion : and hereto he ſect his hand and ſeal : But Satan envylng | hid a promiſe 
their place and liberties, ſtirs up the Jeſuits, to move the King to break | gong 6 
his Covenant within four months after : and the ſouldiers were ſent _— 4 
chither again, and they began again to be queſtioned abour their religi-' 

[on : The Citizens aſtoniſhed ar this maniteſt breach of Covenant, hum- ' 
bly pericion that no violence might be offercd ro them , which would | _ 
overthrow the metta[l-works : But inſtead of anſwer , the Major and | pon. -" 
chief Aldermen had twenty Muſquetiers apiece put into their houſes| hum * 
upvn free quarter,till they had ſhriven themſelves to a Prieſt: the Soul- 
| diers domineercd exceedingly,waſting theſe mens eſtates by their pro- 
fuſeneſ(s,and abuting them divers other waiesat their pleaſure: yer the 
patience of the one , overcame the tyranicall behaviour of the other : 
Theſe godly men ſo long as they had it, provided for the ſouldiers, bur 
when all was zone , ſome of them withdrew themſelves from danger 
| by flight ; others reſigned their houſes and goods to theſe domineering 
villains : delivering the keys to them, and ſo departing. | 

Wohen yet this prevailed not, the task of reforming that City was | Dox Martins 
committed to Dozz Martin, who accompanied with a Troop of Curi- | cruelty. 
afiers , and himſclt brandiſhing a naked ſword , entred into the City, 
the Citizens trembling at his coming , hearing of the cruelty which he 
had exerciſed in other places, whereupon that very night mulritudes of 
them betook themſelves co flight , thinking to hide themſelves in neigh- 
bouring villages , this cauſed Doz Martin to get an Edidt that none 
ſhould harbour exiles upon a great penalty. | 

The vear after a Senate art Kwutterberg was eleGted out of the Apo- 
ſtates : the Major being a baſe and illiterate perſon , fo that all the Ci- 
tizens being (till oppreſſed with rhe ſouldiers , cither fled with their 
[wives and children , leaving all behinde them, or elſe were fainto 
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The Boliſlavis| 


| ans perſecuted, Orthodox Religion had continued for rwo hundred years, and it 


| 


| 
| | 
| Conſency. 


| Apoſtscy. 


[ 


| | 


| Conſtancy. | 


| Recovery- 


| 
| | 
i 


'Bethlim Gabor. 


| | Gods proy;- 
dence, 


principal was ſcqueltcred to ſtrike aterror into the reſt ; the cauſe 
| pretended was, becaule they ſaid, as was alledged, That noze had power 
| to command their conſciexces, &c. Bur when yer the Citizens remained | 


' man, and therefore they had ſer a Ruffian ina corner , with a ſword in | 


 exhorred their fellow Citizens not to be affrighred with theſe imagina- 


. 
— 


ſubmir their necks to the Antichriſtian yoke. 
The next City whicher theſe reformers went,was Bolrſlauza, where 


was thePrincipall tcar of che brethren. The Miniſters being ejected, 
they placed intheir rooms two crafry Friers , that by all mcans ſoughr 
'ro pervert the people , bur when chis prevatled nor , they brought in | 


three companies of ſouldiers toquarter upon them. Then were ſome 


of the Cittzens baniihed , orhers caft into priſon , and three of*the | 


f 


conſtant, they were all warned to appear in the Court, and being 
'.come, they were ſhut up in ſeverall roovms, and called out and exami- 
ned one by one. The firſt was the Town-clerk , a weak and timorous 


his hand, whom the feartull man ſeeing , was fo rerrified, that he pro- | 
miſed to turn Catholick ; they ſo rejoyced atthis beginning , thar they | 
diſmiſſed all the rcſt,bad them conſider of ir, and do as the Town-clerk | 


| had ſer them an example. 


| 
Among(t theſe there were two Burgomaſters , learned men , who | 


ry terrors. 
/ * unnley one of them being called for,was partly with threats, & 
partly with flatteries ſo wearied our,that ar laſt he tooke rime to confid- 
er of it: The other being called for, an old man propoſing the others 
example to him, he ſpitin his face,ſaying, Traytor 7s this your conſtancy ? 
And fo both he,and the reſt of. the Citizens remained as unmoveable as 
2 Rock. The firſt Burgomaſter con{1dering what he had done,and be- 
ing aſhamed of it, came and gave them ſuch a poſitive anſwer, as that 
with the reſt he was ſent to priſon. 
One Bartholomew Lang told them to their faces, that he had rather : 
dic by the ſword , then deny his faith z whereupon with divers others 


— 


he was thruſt into a ſtinking dungeon , where they kepr them priſoners 
for ſeventeen weeks , their houſes in the meane time being poſſeſſed by 
the barbarous ſouldiers. 

One of theſe godly perſons-died in priſon : And about that time 
Bethlem Gabor warring with the | Emperour , and Count Mansfield en- | 


tring S:lefia, with the King of Denmarks Army , theſe Tyrants were | 
ſtruck with ſuch a terrour , that preſently Proclamations came forth , 


that it was not his Majeſties pleaſure that any man ſhould be forced to 
the faith, by violent meanes; by which Proclamation the inhabitans of 
Bolsſlavia had ſome reſpit. 

Bur the year after , when Gabor was rezired , and the King of Dez- 
mark beaten out of S:lefia, their tyranny againe revived and a new Pro- 
clamation came forth to inhibit the Proteſtants all Trade and Com- 
merce. and to command them to abjure their Hereſies under pain of the 
ſevereſtand inevirable puniſhment. Hereupon ſome were baniſhed, 


| 


; 
others ' 


—— —— 


| 
| 


' might buy and ſell. 


/ 


| 
| 


— 


Inthe City of Litomericia, Anno 1 517. there was an unanimous a- 
greement amonglt the Citizens, thar none thould be made tre- amvngit 
them , bur ſuch as protefſed the reformed Religion : and that whoto- 
ever thould move tor the nulling of this act thould be distranctiſed ; 
This continued inviolare for a hundred years till two Jeſwites ſued to 
be made free men of the City , which being denied , tixcy curred their 
complaint inthe Chancery, whether ſome of the pruictpal} Aldermen 
were ſummoned , and kept tor nine weeks ſpace , till by threats they 


had obtained from them ro make thele two men free. Five moneths 
after one of them is madean Alderman , that ſo they migiir haverheir 
ſpies inevery place ; there were alſo cunning ſeducers {cnt thitiier to 


| 
) 


withdraw the people tromtheir Religion. | 
Bur when this prevailed not , cAz40 1625. they took the names of 
every Citizen, commanding them conſtantly ro come to the Maſle , 
and every one to ſnew his name to the Sexton , thar they migiit know 
that all were there preſcnr, orelle for every omiliton ily ſhould for- 
feir five pound. 
Then bringing in more ſouldiers , they commanded all the inhabi- 


bl 


| 


In Litzmeric, 


rants to be preſent at their idolatrous Proccfiion , and becauſe the Re- 
corder came not, they ſent a whole company of ſouldicrs ro plunder his 
houſe, who alſo abuſed and threatned his wife. 

The year afrer they brought more 1n ſouldiers , quarteringthem in 
che principall mens houſes , in ſome ten, in ſome twenty , andin others 
thirty,who abuſed them fearetully, but, through Gods affiſtance , they 
bore it with ſuch admirable patience that the enemies were weary 
with plaguing them , and began to be more moderare ; yet they pub- 
liſhed an order , that wholocver would not turn Catholick, ſhould, with 


\ 


their wives and children, depart the City & Kingdom by a certain day, 
wherevpon many oi themremoved into cMiſna. 

At the City of Radectum they drave awdy the Miniſters , and placed 
there a merry Archdeacon, who proteſted that all violent means were. 
diſpleaſing to him , and therefore he entertained the Citizens with 
jeſts and merry ſpeeches, and would draw them to Taverns and Game- 
ing houſes: Bur when after four years triall, he found that he had not 
converted any one of them by theſe means , he brought in ſouldiers for 
his help : Then did he aſſemble the people , requiring them to goin 
Proceffion with him , but when none would follow , the fouldiers 
ruſhed in amongſt them with their drawn ſwords ; whercupon the 
people ran , ſome one way, ſome another , others were forced to fo!- 
| low the Procefſion whether they would or no , and ſome for refuſing 
 wereſlain. 
; Then was a whole Regiment of ſouldiersfent thither , with exprefle 
charge not to depart , til] the City was reformed. The Archdeacon 
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raking ſome of rheſe , went to a Phyſstian that had been lame for ſome | 
years , and askcth him whether he would become a Catholick >» which 
he ſtourly refuſed , ſaying , that he had rather his half rotten carkaſſe 
'ſhoul4 be drawn through the fields , and torn in pieces , then to do any 
\rhing againſt his conſcience. Then were all the inhabitants called to- 
[gether : the City. gatcs ſhut, and the people gricvoutly threatned 1f 
they would not turn, and ſuch as rctuſcd, were thruſt 1nto priſons , and 
| ſouldiers were ſent to their houſes , who raged and domineered over | 
| ' their wives and children z wherupon they ran to their husbands with | 
| Humane infir- | rears and intreaties , and prevailed with many of them to defire time to | 
84 | be given them to learn the Romiſh -rcligion , only twenty cight of 


R EO , : . 
them, together with their wives and children forſook their carthly 


| 


| ConSaucy. 
| 


; Conſtancy. | ; . ca 
 Eitare , and went into baniſhment ro preſerve their confcicnces 
| clear. . | 

\r Bidſ»c Don Marta went alſo to Bidſove, ten-mules from Prague , attended | 


| 
| ' with his ſouldicrs , and aſſcmbling che Citizens , he made an Oration ' 
|ro them to turn Catholicks , they anſwered, that they could not un- | 
| | Jearn that in an hour , which they had been learning all their lite , this | 
path aactry. fo enraged Marty , that he aſſaulted the man that anſwered tor all che 
| " |rc{t, with a club, beating him extreamly , and then he commanded | 
| the chick Officcr to carry him out of the City , nor ſuftcring him ſo 
'much as to viſit his houſe before his departure :* 1 his ſorerrified the 
reſt, thatthey promiſed to be raught within a cerraint tinue; and whe re- 
as ſome of them thought ro ſave themſelves by flight  fending their 
| | wives and ſome of their goods privately before, with whom went alfo 
| {ome godly widows ; Martia having 1orelligence of it , ſent ſome ſoul- 
| dicrs after them,rhar ſtript thc of thetr goods,and brought them back 
and ciſt chem into tetters , retuting to releaſe them , till both they and 
their husbands turned Cathelicks, - © 
; At Zatic:.m. At Zaticum , another City , famous for religion , the Miniſter being 
baniſhed,Friers were pur into hi5 place , who being afliſted with ſoul- 
dicrs uſcd to cane thoſe that would not bow to the Hoſt , and becauſe 
| the Major and ſome of the Aldermen were abſcnt at a ſolemn Pro- 
h ceſfion , they fined them. Then came thicher Do Martin , and pro- | 
'Bivles burnt. | eſaimed , that whoſoever hacbany Bibles, or other Evangelicall bookes; 
if they brought them nor in tF@&&ntly , they ſhould be fined at a hun- 
| dred florences , or ſuffer five Weeks impriſonment. As alſo whoſo- 
ever refuſed ro come to Maſle , ſhould pay five Florences, and three 
pounds of wax : All the books thar were ſo brought , he burnt them 
without the wals ; and for ſuch as {till ſtood out , he quartered Troop- 
ers upon them , which extorted mony from them day by day : Here- 
upon many forſook their houſes , and berook themſelves to the hard- 
| ſhip of a baniſhed life. Then 1d he proclaim that without his leave 
| | none ſhould go out of the gates upon pain of death : The next day he 
| arreſted the Major , and would not releafe him , butupon the promiſe 
Don Martins | of Apoſtacy. Two of the Aldermen he bound with iron chains for 
ca, | refuling to adore the Hoſt , and for fourteen daics together tormented 
them” 


— 


—_ 
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|them grievouſly , till he had forced their conſent to the like Apoſtacy: ; 
Then aſſembling che whole Senate , he commands them preſently to- 
ſubmit to Ceſars will , to go to auricular confeſſion , and ro commu- 
nicate4n one kinde, promiting that ſuch as obeyed ſhould be eaſed of 
ſouldicrs,that the others ſhould have their burthens doubled , requi-: 
ring every one in order to anſwer for himſelfe, whether he would pro- 
| mite ro perform. this within three weeks : One of them modeſtly 
pleading to be excuſed, in regard of his conſcience : the furious beaſt 
tcllupon him , bear him abour the head , and abuſed him wirh curſed 
| words, ſaying , Thou art an unworthy kyave to be tn this place , 1 will have 
rs bound hand and foot , and caſt into a deep dungeon , and when thon haſt 


vomited out thy wicked ſoul, I will deliver thee to the hangman to be buried , | 
&c. Then he cals to his ſouldiers for chains and fetters , with which| 
they bound his hands and feer, and putan iron coller about his 
neck , with a thick chaine , and fo brought him to the Dungeon, 
where he was tormented fgr three weeks, neither wite nor children 
| being ſuffered ro come to him, and fed with bread and water; the Je- 
ſuites alſo were daily moleſting him: Thenwas he ſentenced to death, 
which he choſe before Apoſtacy. Then ſaid one of the Jcſuites, he is 
poſſeſſed with the devil, & therefore he commanded him to be bound. 
more ſtraitely ;whereby ar laſt he was forced to go to auricular con- 
fefſion, bur by that means getting our of the Priſon, he fled into Miſnia | 
to eſcape theirtyranny, * | ds 
_ Allthebeſt Cirizens did deſire baniſhment, but the City gates were | Exile denied 
kept ſtrictly , leaſt any ſhould ger out, or carry our their houtholdſtuff;" ro the Prore- 
whereupor-many eſcaped by the mines of the wall, and among theſe , 1a 
a Lords wife, leaving all her rich houſholdſtuff behinde her , crepr 
| our at the common ſewer , to follow her husband into baniſh- 
ment. if}, 
 Manyof the cxiles in Miſnra, having ſpentall that little which they | 
carried with them , were forced to ſeekalms in Bohemia, where being | 
betrayed , they were caſt into priſon, and ſo tormented , till 'fome of | 
them were almoſt diſtra&ted , and then they were ſent away to other 
places ; ſome of theſe were perſons of good quality. 
Ar Tuſta a chief Officer of the Kingdome follicited the Citizens to | ** Teſta. 
turn Catholicks, which they refuſing to do, he complained of it to the Je- 
ſuites at Prague , whereupon Doz Hartinis ſent thicther, who entring 
the Cicy, ſends his ſouldiers into the Senators houſes, licenſing them to 
abuſe them at their pleaſure, ſo that ina ſhort timemany were forced | 
to Apoſtaſie. Then did that other Officer ſera great fine upon the City, | *P*ſtxcy: 
becauſe they turned Cathol:icks for another mans ſake, and would not do | 
it for his: And thus the poor Proteſtants were abuſed onevery hand to 
ſatisfie the luſtsof theſe Tyrants. | 
 Thendid another Noble man, with a band of fouldiers, go tothe 


bearing no kinde of inſolency that they could think of : Amongſt other 


[projets this was one; He cauſedall the Citizens to'writetheir names 
Ef in} 
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City of Rokizap , and tyrannically abuſe them for their Religion, for- | a, zuyjrun. | 
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#n Bohemia. 


Fopith fubriley | in three books: In the firſt ſuch as were already Catholicks (which were 


| Conftancy. 


Fobs F alix. 


elty. 


| | Felixeſcaper. 


Ar Slave. 


Fobn Blyſſe, 


{ 
Baniſhed. 


Barbarous eru- | knorty club , beating him about the head, ſhoulders and hands , till he | 


——_— 


—— f 


but ſix late Apoſtares)Inthe ſecond rhe namesof ſuch as would become 
Apoſtates within a fortnight, which were very few: In the third 
ſuch as abſolutely refuſed, and ſv were oppoſite to God and Ceſar, and 
in this were almoſt all the names, which fo cnraged him , thathe re- 
ſolved to uſe all manner of crueltics , {aying, that they deſerved the 
croſſe,the wheel,yea and hell it ſcli. | 
* Thendid he command all the Citizens to come to the Church the | 
next day, to receive the Sacrament in one Kinde ; bur when , coming 
himſelf ro Church, he found few or none there , he runs through the 
ſtreets, and into the houſes , driving all that he mer withto the Church 
with his ſtick. Vhen he came thither again, he eſpied one Fohn Fe- i 
l;x, a chief Citizen, but a Calum, he therefore fell upon him with a 


L 


was all gore bloud , and then he ſaid to him, Ger thee hence thou Leaſt, | 
with thy curſed Caluin-bloud, Then did heragea ainſt the other Citizens | 
curling them, beating ſome, and ſpitted in the faces of others: and from 

one of the grave Citizens he pulled off his beard, and ſtrewed it on the 
floor. 

* After this he again ſent word to P#lix , that except he changed his 
minde by the morrow , he would aca new tragedy with him, bur 
that night he eſcaped, leaving behinde him his dear wite and children, 
|and an aged mother of cighty years old. Then did the Earl impriſon | 

his wife, and ſequeſtred his eſtate, and enforced the reſt of the Citizens 
to ſubſcribe that they did freely , and with all readinefle of minde, 
imbrace the Cathol:c> religion. 

One Hartinitz was appointed to reforme the City of Slaza , who 
ſubſticuted one Harsburgty, an Apoſtare, to ſee this work done. This 
man that he might ingratiate himſelf with the Jeſuires, appointed a 
ſolemn Proceſſion , and: cicher by fraud or force, brought to it moſt 
of the Citizens : Amongſt others , he required one Fohy Blyſa to ac- 
company him , buf he refuſed , ſaying, eAs oft as 7 have recerved the 
Lords Supper ,ſo oft have T obliged my ſelf to God, and againſt theſe abomina- | 
tions: Then ſaid the other, Thou thaltnort refiſtthe Emperours plea- 
ſure : Bur ſaid he, 17 thoſe things which belong to Ceſar, I will not, but here 
Gods buſineſs is in band: Then Gid the other , Thon ſhalt be forced to } 
it; God,replied he,ſeeks willing,not forced worſhippers; whereupon he was | 
preſently committed to priſon,tor nine weeks and ſo was another godly | 
Cirizen \ and fined, and then together with his wife , driven our of the | 


| 


ys ES alſo was Blyſſaand his wife baniſhed, for procuring his 
childe to be Baptized by a Proteſtant Miniſter privately, and his eſtate | 
was ſequeſtred , having nothing lefrhimto ſupport him in his baniſh- | 


ment. | 
| __ Then by divers kindes of torments he compelled ſome to a forced 
obedience; ashedid fifty men whorm he ſhur up in a'narrow room , 
where they could ncither ſtand, fir, nor lie, nor have leave to go forth | 


ro 


| 
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[ro caſe nature :Sothar after three daies enduring of this pain and ſiak, 
they were forced to promile to learn the Romazreligion, 

The like dealing he uſed to divers women in his ownchamber : 
| but ſo ſoon as they could , moſt of them went into voluntary ba- 
. niſhment. 
| The City of Prachatice they entred by force, and flew the Major , 
| who was bringing to chem the keys , together with a thouſand fix hun< 
' dred men , women and children, ſparing none bur ſuch as fled, or hid 
[themſelves in ſecret places :, The karcafſles they left unburied for divers 
daics , all dirty , and ſhametully naked. Atterwards when che City 
began again to be inhabited , the Commiſſioners of Reformation came 
|chicher promiſing them thar it chey would rurnCatholicks, they ſhould 

have their Liberties reſtored to them , but if they retuſed, they ſhould 
| be reſtrained from all trading, and when this prevailed nor, they thruſt 

men and women , young and old into priſons, where they miſerably a- 
! Aided them for four whole moneths. - 

The like cruely they uſed ro all other Cities , where they ſhewed 
and uſed all manger of impoſiures , decetts , tyrannies and impudent 
praQices , till chey had rooted out the reformed Religion, and ſer up 
their idolatrous and ſuperſtitious worſhip in the ſtead of it, 

The godly Miniſters being generally removed,the next deſign of the 
enemies was to take all Bibles,and other proficable books our of the peo- 
ples hands , that ſo the heat of Religion might in time grow cold : The 
Friers alſo whigh were placed" in the Churches : did not preſently 
| thunder , bur dealt fairly , beſeeching and confirming the truth of 
their Religion with oaths, and dreadfull curſing of themſelves , promi- 
ſing alſo che ys tavour , and eaſing of their burthens ; 
yea they ſought by works of charity to oblige the poorer ſort to 
them. 

One Frier promiſed a buſhell of Wheat to every one that would 
come to Confeſſion ; bur when his Garners began to waſte, he gave 
bur half the mcaſure , whereupon one flang away in anger , ſaying , 
What , is my ſoul viler then the rei# ? Bur whenthey perceived thar they 
gained bur few by their Fox-like ſubrilty , they returned to their VVol- 
viſh cruelty, compelling mento come to Maſſe,and taking the names of 
\ #11 ſuch as abſented themſelves ; and if any wear to private religious 

mectings, they were fined, impriſoned and whipr. | 


Some godly perſons being met together with a Miniſter, ina privare | 


Chappel , two Colonels, with ſome troops came upon them , encom- 
| paſſed the Church , ruſh 1n with their drawn ſwords , took the Mini- 
| ter from the Communion-table , iript off his cloaths , and ſent him 
away to priſon, then they caſtthe bread uponthe earth, poured our the 
wine,and trampled upon ir : Then they tell upon the people, tripping 
men and women aeked , it being iift and ſnow , ſo that many o 
themdied ; ſome were wounded , others ſo affrighted that they fell in- 
todiſcaſes : Modeſily forbids to tell how they ufed the womgn, evenin 
che Church. 

F f 2 Then 
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Then came our an Edid& that whoſever refuſed to turn Papift , whe- | 
cher menor women, young orold ; bond or tree, their names ſhould. be 
returned to the Council of State , who would give infiructions what 
ſhould be done with their perſons and cſtares. | 

Marriage , Buriall and Baptiſm were forbidden to the Proteſtants , 
and if any did ir privately , - they were impriſoned, and not dilinifled 
without Apoſtatte ; or a great fine. Then was all trading inhibited, or 

| means of getting their living,and art laſt buying of tood, ſo that the poor 
| people being opprefled with hunger and want, were either forced to 
tly , or to Apoſtatize. | 

The countrymen they fetched out of their houſes , yea out of their 

beds, by troopes of ſouldicrs , driving them like beaſts before them in 
the ſharpeſt cold , and filled the common priſons, towers, cellers, ſta- 
bles, yea and hogſties withthem, where they were killed with hunger, 
| coldand thirſt. he | 

A godly Chirurgion, with others,was caſt into aplace full of ſnakes. 

Another company was thruſt into a ſtable, and all che windows ſtopr | 
up, that the were almoſt ſtifled for wantof breath. In ſome places ; 
they ſhut them up in privies, that they might be poiſoned with the 
ſtink. In ſome places they mad holes, and knockt them full of iron 

ſpikes , wherein thoſe that were ſhut , could neither fit nor ſtand , but 
bending and crooked : It was or poſſible that any man could endure 
this poiture above two or three hours, their ſfinews inthe mean time 
crembling and their members quivering , and their, hearts ready to 
faine with anguiſhzſo tiiat ſome were forced to promiſe to turnCathol:ks, | 
others that refuſed were brought back to torture. | 

Then the deviſed a priſon upon the water , very narow , and not a- | 

bove a cubic and an half in length , wherein the priſoner could by no 
meanes lay himſclt at length,and if he turned himſelfunawares,he muſt \ 
fall into the water. | 

Another defign was,firſt to aſſault men of greateſt authority, to make 

them ancxample to the ret. 


In the town of Hz104 the Commiſſioner demanded of the people 


ts 


| of them was made to ride the wooden horſe , inthe market-place, for 


a poſitive anſwer , whether they would turn Catholicks : And one of 
ther in the name of the reſt ſaying , that conſcience neither would nor 
could te forced , he was preſently laid upon the ground and beaten, 
and ſtill denying to turn Cathol:c&, when he could hardly ſpeak, he 
was torn in pteces; The reſt affrighred art this terrible ſpe&acle promiſ- 
ed obedience if time were given them, | 
-* Inanother place the Senator refuling to turn Apoſtates , the cheifeſt 


O 


half-dead , when he was taken off. | | +" 

- Whenany deſired todie , rMher then to forſake their Religion, it 
was.anſwered:: that the Emperour did nor thirſt after their blond: bur 
rather after the welfare of their ſouls : To orhers they ſaid, 0h, you 
| affet the - glory of Martyrdom , Fut you are baſe knauves, and are 
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{x hours ſpace, though hewas very ancient , fothathe was lame and 
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unworthy to have any thing to glory 13. 

There were many who would have died inthe maintenance of their 
| Chriſtian faith , but there were none that would inflict death upon 
| chem; for cheſc cruel Tyrants broughtup inthe devils ſchool , would | _—_—_ 
| not Kill the body but the ſoul , and rhercfore they ſought by lingring rs 

and continual puniſhments to bring them firſt to ſtagger , and then by 
: den ythe truth. | 
| When anymandefired to be convinced by Scripture , they anſwer: | Blaſphemy. 
| ed with ſcoffs and jears , acculing the Scripture of impertection, of 
obſcurity, of ambiguity , ſaying thar it was che Fountain of Hereſte , the 
SanFuary of Hereticks , and that Laymen had nothing to do with tt : They 
called the Bible 41:4, which in the Bohemian language, ſignifies vomzt. 
They took away all Orrhodox books from the people,that thereby they 
might be the more eaſily led into error. ; 

In ſome places they ſhut up the people in the Church and forced | __. 
them to receive in one kinde; and 1t they would not fall down to the _—_ 
Hoſt, they uſed to beat their legs with clubs , till chey fell down : Some 
they impriſoned and racked ſeverall times to force them to auricular 
confeſſion. Of others tlicy {er open their mouths with gags , and thruſt 
the Hoſt down their throates. In other places they forcedthe peoplc , 
not only to abjure rhe Cup,bur tothrow it down,and to ſpit upon it,and 
tread itunder ivor. . = 

It any to avoid this Tyranny fled into the woods and ſecret places 
hunger drave them our again , whereby they becaine a prey totheir , \ 
adverſaries ; if chey went to neighbouring places, ſome or other would 
betray them. | 

Edicts alſo were publiſhed , forbidding all to entertain ſuch as fled | 
upon pain oi-torfeiring a hundred pieces of filver for every nights en- 
rertainment. Yer theſe miſerable people could not go our of the 
Kingdom , not being acquainted wich any other language : beſides, 
chey were told that ere long the like tragedy ſhould be acted every | 
f where P | 

Four men of Xoſezberg continuing conſtant afrer long impriſon- 
ment , they were firſt expoſed to cold for five weeks together in the 
depth of winter :. Then tor nine dates they were pined with hunger , | 
they having only a ſmall portion of bread that kept life and foul roge- 
ther, and drinking their ownurine , and when they were threatned 
harder uſage, it they turned not , they anſwered , we willingly im{race 

all affl:atons of famin, hanging, burning , or anything”, rather then we\ coogtancy. 
| ould fir againſt God, Thereupon , only twice a week there was given | 
them a mouthfull of bread, and a draughr of water. Then were they 
| parted aſunder , one thruſt intothe fink of the priſon , another into a | 
furnace ; and none permited ro viſitthem ; and when nothing wonld | 
prevail, they ſer a fine upon them, and baniſhed them. | 
| Others were kept in priſons and bondstill they died. One was kept 
in a filthy priſon till his feet rotted off,and yethe paſſed away the time} comwrtin 
with ſinging of ?ſalms,as if he injoyed all manner of deligths, ,sMi&ions. 
G g Another|\ | 
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Another man being tired out with impriſonement , promited to turn | 

Catholick, and was releaſed , but prelently ( as himſelt wrote atter- | 

wards) God chaſtened him for this his fault , holding his conſcience 

Dargerof | captive for an whole year together, ſo that he could have no bope in 
Apoſtacy. Gods mercy : Yet he recalled to minde former finners , who upon | 
i= repentance obtained mercy of God : Thereupon he cried unto | 


God a whole year together , night and day watering his bed with his 

tears , becauſe he thought himſelf damned, but atlaſt God ( faith he 
{ ſent his Angel to me , and I ſaw this glory brighter then the ſun, and 
I had gods Spirit beſtowed upon me, &c. After which he was appre- 
| hended , beheaded and quartered, | 

Bibles burne, | "Thepicures of Fohn Hſe and Ferom of Prague they defaced; all the 
| Bibles that they could meet with, they burned; the graves of the Mini-: 
ſters they opened, took out their bones and burnt them. | 

The Statutes of King Frederick they bear in pieces,and trampled them | 
under their feer, One man they fined at five hundred Dollars, for giving 
his ſon the name of Frederick, we” | 

Before theſe calamities befell the Bohemiazs , God gave them warn- 
ing by ſundry Prodigies. In ſeverall places divers Suns were ſeen to- | 
gether. At Pragae the Sun ſeemed to dart out bals of fire : Alſo a fly-; 
ing Dragon , flaming horribly , was ſeen throughout all Bohemia and 
S:lefia, Allo a ſpring flowed with bloud for an whole moneth roge- 
ther. In another place a Fiſh-pond was wholly turned into bloud for 
the ſpace of three dates. 

A great flock of Crows and Daws , fought together for a whole daies 
ſpace , whereby multirudes of them were (lain, | 
At Prague it rained brimſtone , and the Image of the crucifix being 
| ſet up, was ſtruck down with a thunderbolr. The gates of ſome Ci- 
tics opened of their own accord. Many Bibles being thrown into a 

| great fire, were untouched , only the margin a little ſcorched. 

Gods judg- Many. Apoſtates tormen ted by the ſting of conſcience , cried out , 

[cor on Apo- | They were damned, Some to avoid theſe terrors hanged themſelves; 

others drowned themſelves. Some died in fearfull deſpaire , others died 

| ſuddenly . One as he was abyut to abjure , was ſtricken dumb , and 

| being carried home was poſſeſſed with a great trembling all over, and 
gnawing his own tongue, he died miſerably, 


—_—_— = 


Prodiges. 
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Gods judge- DF Xnapper a great perſecutor was ſlain by the appointment of his 
menton perſe>| wife an adultreſle , for which the was afterwards hanged. Another 
_—_ vomited out his ungodly foul with bloud, Another ran mad, and 


caſt him ſelf down from the rop of his houſe, and ſo roaring fearful- | 
ly he breathed his laſt. Another ſhot himſelf to death with his own 
Piſtoll. Another ran mad, fell into ſuch a difeaſe , thar none could 
come near him for ſtink , and ar laſt was choaked with vomiting up 
abundance of bloud. Another being raken with a ſudden diſeaſe, 
| waxed as black asacole, uttered his ſpeech like the barking of a dog , 
2 ndwithin three daies died with terrible pains. Another, by the break- 
ing ofa great gun , was tornall co pieces, Another had a terrible diſ- 
eaſe 
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jeaſe in his threat, his rongue rotted, many holes were eaten in his 
|throar , whereout his food and medicines came , ſo that he died my- 
ſerably. | 


ColleRed out of a Book called Aiſtoria Perſecutionum Eccleſfiz Bohem. 


written by ſome Bohemian extles, 


( 


——— OO ———_— —_— 


Hes thus given you a bricf Narrative of the Perſecutions of the 
Church in Bohemta , from the firſt planting of the Goſpel amongſt 
chem , to our preſent times : Before proceed any further , ler us a 
lictle look back ro ſee how God fought tor them, againſt their Popiih | 
adverſaries , and thereby after a wonderfull manner plagued their 
perſecutors. Much may be read hereof in my ſecond Part, inthe Life 
of Ziſca; but after his death, there was a. great fear, and ſorrow ſeized 
on his Army , and the ſouldiers beins divided amongſt themfelves , 
one parr of them choſe for their Captain Procopius Magnus , who ſtill 
retained the name of Thaborztes. The other part, thinking none wor- 
hy to ſucceed Ziſca , named themſelves the Orphanes, by reafon of rhe 
loſſe of their Captain ; yet whenſoever their Poptſh adverſaries came 
againſt them, they both joyned together to defend themſelves, and the 
liberty of the Goſpel in Bohemza. 
| Aboutthis time Pope cMartiz perceiving the Goſpel and the Pro- 
feſlors of it to increaſe daily in Bohemia , he ſent the Cardinall of wiz- 
cheer an Engliſh man, into Germazy , to ſtirre up the Emperour and 
German Princes to make war againſt the Bohemiazs. Hereupon three 
Armies were levied, one under the Duke of Saxozy ; the ſecond under 
che Marqueſle of Brandenburg , the third under Otho Archbiſhop of 
Trevers : Theſe three Armies entred Bohemia three waics , and at laſt 
joyning all into one, beſieged the City of Miſna, which bur the night 
before was won from the Papiſts by one Prechicho,a learned and zea- 
lous Proteſtant, and therefore the Popiſh Armies reſolved to rake 
that place beforethey marched any further : But fo foon as news came 
that the Proteſtants had raiſed an Army, and were haſting to the 
relief of Hiſ7a, they ſpeedily fled before they ever ſaw an enemy , 
leaving all their Engines of warre , and a great booty behinde 
| them. 
The Cardinall meeting them in their flight, uſed all the arguments 
that poſſibly he could to the Noblesand Caprains, to turn them back 
| again, magnifying their number and proweſle, and vilifying their ene- 
| mies , but when nothing would prevail, himſelfe was fain ro accom- 
pany them in the flight. Preſently rhe Bohemians purſuing , fell upon 
their rereward, which made their flight much more feartull and dif- 
ordered then it was before, neither did they leave flying till the Bohe- 
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| them, thenby force to compell them to forſake their religion, as we 


The Emperour hearing of this ſhametull flight , went to Norem/ers | 
and by rhe affiltznce of the Cardinall , a new Army was raiſed undcr 
the Command of Frederick Marqueſſe of Brandenburg , which centred | 
Bohemia one way, and anuther great Army under Albert Arch-Duke | 
of Autria, which entred anothcr way. In theſe two Armies were all, 
the chicfeſt Nobles and Biſhops in Germary, being above tourty thou- | 
ſand horſemen, beſides foor. E | | 
The Bohemians as ſoonas they heard of their enemies approach,ga- | 
thered their Hoſt with all ſpeed to encounter them : But God marvel- 
louſly fought for them , tor betore the. Bohemians came near them , 
the Popiſh Army was ſtruck with ſuch a marvellous ſudden fear, that 
they began moſt (hametfully to run away; the Cardinal! wondering at 
it, went up and down to the Captains, exhorting and encouraging of | 
them, telling them that they were to fight for their Lives , Honour \ 
Religion, and the ſalvation of ſouls, &c. but notwithſtanding all that | 
he could ſay and do , the Enſignes were ſuddenly ſnatched up , and 
every manran headlong away , ſo that the Cardinall was forced to do 
the like : The Proteſtants encouraged hereby, ſpeedily purſued them, | 
and obtained a very great booty. This ſo aſtoniſhed _ the Pope and 
Emperour, that afterwards they ſought rather by ſabrilty to entrap 


have ſcen inthe foregoing ſtory. 
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Cuae. XXVI 
T be Perſecution of the Church in Spaine, which be- 


Gods Spirit) he was ſo effectually wrought upon, that after the Sermon | 


FR ITE 


ved his knowledge inall the chief Articles of Religion: *. Then did he 
write letters to his conntrey-men at Antwerp,wherein he fitſt gave thanks .,., 
to God for revealing his trath-to him ; then did he bewaile the groſſe is-. | ay 
noranceof his countrey-men; beſeeching God to open their eyes roun-. 
derſtand the word' of ſalvation, and ſo promiſed ſhortly to rerutne to | 
chem ro conferre with them about the grace of God, which he hadretei- | 
ved; and laftly he declared his purpoſe of going into Spain? to acquaint, 
his parents and friends with that wholeſome Do&rine which God had; 
communicated to him, "LSE IR -opgongls ul 
Then wrote he other letters alſo to the'Emperour Charles the fifth; o- | 
pening to him the miſerable ſtate 6f Chriſts'Church,defiring him to ren- 
der the good thereof, eſpecially to reforme the grofle corruptions of the 
Church of Spaine; he wrote allo a Catechiſme, and ſome other Treati- 
ſes in the Spaniſh tongue. Sn Wy | 
The Merchants at A#twerp having received his Letters, ſent for him, 
; prerending much good will, but ſecretly practiſing his deſtruction : For 
| againſt his coming, they ſuborned ſome Friers, who ſo ſoon as he was a- |... 
| liglted from his horſe, ſeized upon him, 'rifled his books, and cartying | —_ 


| him into a Merchants houſe, examined him ;'-But he mightily confurting Treat ery. 
' them, they bound him hand and foor,calling him Lztheram;they alſo burnr | | 
| his books before his face , rhreatning to burn him likewiſe, Then was ' 
' he ſent Priſonerto a Tower fix miles from Antwerp, and caſt into 2 dee i 
; dungeon , where he endured much miſery tor wy moneths. at the end, 
whereof, the Merchants,ſuppoſing that he would be better adviſed for the 
time to come, releaſed him. Thendid he go to Lovain, where he had | 
| much conference with Driander, who —_ him to continue in his” cal- 
bo | H ling 
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ling of a Merchant, wherein he might have many opportunities of doing 
good; and for Religion ,. that he ſhould do nothing for favour of men, 
whereby the glory of God ſhould be diminiſhed. He adviſed him alfo to 
take heed of inconfiderate zeal, leſt heſhould doas ſome, who going be- 
yond the bounds of their vocation, thinking to do good, and to edifie, 
they deſtroy and do harme. For ſaid he, it.is God that takes care of his 
Church, and will raiſe up faithful Miniſters tor the ſame: nexther doth he 
approve ſuch as raſhly intrude themſelves iato that funtion without any 
calling thereto, _. NE ' 

This advice Frazcis willingly hearkned unto, promiſing to follow the 
ſame. Not long after going to Ratibone, where the Emperial Diet. was 
held, having opportunity, he boldly ſtept to the Emperour, beſeeching 
him to ky phaahla and ſubjects of Spazze from talſe Religion;and 
to reſtare them to the ſincerity of Chriſts doCtrine, ' proteſting that the 
Proteſtants of Germany were in the truth, and that the Religioa of Sp.zz: 
was greatly diſſonant to the Word of God, 8&c, The Emperour all this 
while heard him gently, promiſing him to conſider of the marter, and fo 
to do therein as he truſted ſhould be forthe beſt, | 

Francs beingencouraged with this anſwer, went again to the Empe- 
ropra ſecond and third rime,and ſtill received a quiet anſwer as before; yet | 
nor. ſatisfied berevith, he wenr a fourth time ,, but was repulſed by ſome 
Spaiyards about the Emperour, who were ſoincenſed againſt him , that 


| immediately they, would havethrown him headlong into the river Danu- 


bize, if the Emperour had of referained them, willing that he ſhould be 
judged by the Lawes of the Empire ; Then was he caft into priſon, ill 
the Emperouts:yoyage into Africk, at which time. he, with ſome other 
Captives, was carried into Spaize, and. there delivered unto the Inquiſi- 
tors, who caſt him.into.a dark priſon under ground;He was oft examined, 
loaden with many reproachesand contumelies, yet ever remained-firme 
and unmovable, ſo that at laſt they condemned him to be burnt for an he: 
retick. - As he was led to theplace of execution, they put upon him a 
Miter of paper; painted all over with ugly Devils; as he paſſed by a wood- 
den crofle, they required him to worſhip. ic,to which he anſwered, that che 
manner of Chriſtians was not to worſhip wood : Being laid upon the pile 
of wood, when he firſt felt the fire, he lifted up his head towards heaven; 
whereupon the Inquiſitors thinking that he would recant, cauſed him to 
be taken down, but when they found his conſtancy, they threw him on a- 
gain, where heſlept in the Lord, Then did the Inquiſitors proclaime 
that he was damned,and that none ſhould pray for him,and that they were. 
hereticks whoſoever doubted of his damnation, 

There was alſo. 2 Ty Saint Lycar in'Spaine one Rochws,a $kilful 
graver of images: but the Lord pleaſing to enlighren him with the (a- 


{ Ving 13cm, Abc his truth, he gave over making of idolagrous images, 


and imployed himſelf in making of ſeals : only he kept ſtanding on his 
ſtall an imageof the Virgin Mary, attificially graven for a figne of his oc- | 
cupation. . 

: An. Iaquifcor paſliag by, and liking the image, asked the price of it: 
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Rochws {et him a price, but was not willing to (ell ir : the Inquificor bade 
him half ſo much: the other anſwered that he could not afford it fo, and 
that he had rather break it than ſell ic; yea,faid the Inquiſitor, let me ſee 
that if thou dareſt 2 with that Rochiz with a C hiſel cut off thenoſe of the 
image; whereupon the Inquiſitor preſently commanded him to priſon, 
and within three dayes he was condemned to be burar, Ac the place of |, 
execution he poured out his fervent prayers to Almighty God, and fo 0 
made a blefſed end, Anno 1545. 
Divers other godly perſons being by the Inquifſitors caſt into loath- | 
ſome dungeons, ended their lives there, | 

Anno 1550, AtPalidelid, the Inquifitors brought forth thirty priſo- 
nets together, of high and low eſtate, as alſo the Cofhn of acertain noble 
woman-with her pictare lying upon it, ſhe being dead long before, to e- | 
ceive judgement and ſentence: tor the ſolemnities whereof they had ere&t- | 
| ed three great ſtages; the firſt for the Kings ſiſter, the Lady Fane, and | 
| his eldeſt ſonne Prince Philzp, with other States: The ſecond for the Fa- ! 
cthers Inquiſitors: And the chird for the Priſoners, Multirudes of people | 
being aſſembled together, theſe dear ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, clothed '7;;,, cp 
with Sambito's, a yellow cloth hanging down before and behind, powdred ftian concem- 
with red croſſes, and having burning tapers in their hands,and Miters up- |"*« 
on their heads painted with Devils , were placed in their rankes: Then 
was2 Sermon preached, after which an Oath was adminiſtred to the 
Princes and Nobles by the Inquiſitors, that they ſhould favour the holy | 
Inquiſition, and conſent to the ſame, and that they ſhouldemploy their | 
uttermoſt endeayour to ſee all them execured which ſhould {werve from ' 
the Church of Rowe, and adhere to the Lutherans, without reſpect of per- | _ 
ſons, of what degree, quality, or condition ſoever ; and that they ſhould A »ickd Oat; 
compel their ſubjects ro ſubmit to the Church of Rowe, and to obey all its | 
lawes, &c, Then was Do@or Cacalla called forth, a man of excellent | 
learning, who had often preached before the Emperour whilſt he was a ' gacats con- 
Friar; bur being now accounted to be the Standard-bearer to the Luthe- | emned, 
rans , he was called forth to hear his ſentence, which was,that he ſhould 
be degraded, and preſently burnt, and his goods confi (cated, 

Thelike ſentence of condemnation was pronounced: upon his brother 
Francis, a Preacher alſo, who having ſpoken boldly againſt the Inquiſi- 
tion,they ſo ſtopt his mouth that he could not ſpeak a word, Then Blanch 
their ſiſter received the like ſentence, and ſo did moſt of the other, only 
ſome few of them were condemned to ſome years impriſonment, and ro 
wear their Sawbito's all their life time, &c. | 

Then was the Coffin of the dead Lady with her picture it upon con- | 
demned likewiſe to be burnt, This good woman,whbilſt ſhe lived, was a 
worthy maintainer of the Goſpel, of great integrity of life, and one that | 
| haddivers afſemblies in her houſe for the true preaching of the Word of  _ 

God; wherefore her houſe was alſo ſentenced to be razed down, and a Popiſh malice. 
Pillar to be ſer upin the place thereof, with an inſcription ſhewing the | 
cauſe, | 

Then were all theſe that were ſentenced to death, together wich the w4aice. 
| Hh 2 Coffin 
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| Coffin, delivered to the ſecular Magiſtrate, and fo every one of them be- 
| ing ſet upon an Aſle with their faces towards his taile, they were guarded 


by many ſouldiers to the place of execution: at which place there was for 
each of them a ſtake ſer up, to which every of them were bound, and ſo 
they were firſt ſtrangled, and then burnt to aſhes; only one of them, who 
had been moſt vehement againſt them, was burart alive, and kis mouth 
ſtopped that he ſhould not ſpeak co the people. All men maryelled & 
| their conſtancy and quiet end, 

At the ſame timealſo there were in priſon at Yalidolid thirty ſeven 0- 
thers, which were reſerved for another Tragedy and Spectacle of the 
bloody Inquiſition, Bur ſeeing much mention is made of the Spaniſh 
Inquiſition, and of the cruelty exerciſed thereby againſt the poor ſervants 
of Jeſus Chriſt , I ſhall here ſer down the firſt Original, and Progreſſe 
thereof, as hereatter followeth, | 


| 
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Inquiſution. 


| W Hen King Ferdinand and 1ſabel had expelled the Turks out of the 
} City and/Territories of Granata, and other places of Spaine, who 
| had lived there ſeven hundred, ſeventy, and eight years, they ſet upon 
the Reformatjon of Religion;and granted the conqueredMoors liberty to 
——_ to enjoy all their goods, provided that they would turn Chriſtians; 
ad whereas alio there wete very many Fews, who had continued there 
fince Tits conquered Feruſalem, they gave them leave to ſtay upon the 
ſame condition; bur all ſuch as refuſed, were commanded preſently to de. 
part out of Spaize, Yet afterwards, finding that thoſe Perſons were only 
Chriſtians in name, and had ſubmitted only to ſave their eftates, inſtead 
of providing godly Miniſters-with meekneſſe to inſtru them, and to 
draw them from their errours ; (by the advice of the Dominican Friers) 
they erected the Inquiſition; wherein the poor wretches in ſtead of in- 
ſtruQions, were robbed of all their eſtates, and either put to moſt cruel 
deaths, or elſe ſuffered moſt intolerable torments by whipping, 8&c. and 
leading the reſt of their lives in ignominy and poverty ; Neither was this 
only inflicted upon ſuchas blaſphemed Chriſt, but tor the obſervation of 
| the leaſt Fewiſh, or Mooriſh ceremony, or the ſmalleſt errour in the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, Bur this Inquiſicion at firft erekted againſt Fews and Moors, 
was afterwards turned againſt the faithful ſervants of Teſus Chriſt,and for 
the ſuppreſſing of the Goſpel, and the Profeſſion of itz and thus briefly 
you have the Original of it ; letus now ſee what their practice and exer- 
Ciſe is, | 
As ſooneas information is given in againſt any one, though bur for a 


very mall mater, chey do nor preſently cite the perſon to appear _ 
nem, 
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| 
| 


* <4 $0 w——_— 


_— 


| him only upon {uſpicion : but one day as he was walking, andeatneſtly | 
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them , bur they ſuborn one of their Officers, called a Familiar, to inſinu- 
ate himſelf into his company , who taking occaſion to meec the pa'ty 
accuſed , uſes thus to greet him; Sir, I was yeſterday by accident at my 
Lords Inquifitors, who ſaid that they had occaſion to ſpeak with you 
about certain of their affairs, and therefore they commanded me to ſum- 
mon you to appear before them to morrow at ſuch an hour : The party 
not daring to refuſe, goes to the place, ſends in word that he is come to 
attend them , and ſo when he is called in, they ask him what uit he 
hath ESREIN and when he anſivers, that he comes upon ſummons,chey 
enquire his nime, For, ſay they, we know not whether you be the {ame 
man or not ;/ bur ſince you are come; if you have any thing to inform 
this Courrof, either concerning your ſelf or any other, you may let us 
hear it, for the diſcharge of your own conſcience ; The Parties ſateſt | 
way is conſtantly todeny that he hath any thing to declare to them, Bur | 
if through ſimplicity he doth accuſe himſelf, or any other. they rejoyce, 
as _—__ attained .their deſires, and ſo preſently commit him to | 
riſon, 
, If nothing be confeſſed, they diſmifſe him, pretending that for the 
preſent they know not whether he be the Party or no : atter his depar- 
ture they let him alone for ſome ſpace, an4 then ſend for him again, ex- 
horting bon that if he know, or hath heard any thing that concerns their 
holy Court, to diſcloſe it to them ; For (ay they) we know that you 
have had dealing with ſome perſons ſuſpected in Religion, and theretore | $1. 
remember your ſelf well; if you confeſſe you ſhall fare the better, and ' 
you {hall but do therein as a good Chriſtian onght to do, It ſtill he re- | 
uſe, they threaten, and ſodiſmifle him, | 
Yet they have alwayes one or other to keep him company, to creep 
into his bolome, and grope his conſcience : who under the colour of 
friendſhip ſhall vifit him daily , and have an eye to all his dealings , ob- 
ſerve what company he keepeth, with whom he conterres, &c, So that | 
without Gods ſpecial aſſiſtance, it is not poſſible to eſcape their ſnares; | 
The Inquiſitors alſo if they meet him, ſpeak courteouſly to him, promiſe | 
to befriend him, &c, and all ro make him more careleſle of himſelf, char | 
they may undo him before he be aware. Burt if the Party be a ſtranger, | | 
or one that is I1ke ro make an eſcape; or that they hope to gain any thing | Their dealing 
by his confeſſion, they prefeatly clap him up in priſon : in which priſon | Kith ravgers. 
great numbers die, either ſtaryed with hunger, or by extremity of rack- ; 
ing of them, &c, | | | 
It any one thar is accuſed chance to make an eſcape, they have many | 
devices to finde and fetch hum again. They have ſtore of ſearchers , co 
whom beſides the common ſignes, they give his lively picture, whereby | 
they may eaſily know him: Anlralian at Rome having wounded an Ap- | 
parator , fled to Siwil : theFamiliars were ſent to ſeek him, 2nd when 
they had found him , though they had his counterfeit, yet by reaſon that | 
he had altered his habit , they were doubttul whether 1t was he or no, 
therather becauſe he had changed his name, whereupon they followed | 
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| have preved againſt him : Then they adviſe him to let it comefrom him- 


determined to confeſſe ought 2 + but whether he plead his innocency , or 
confeſle ſome litle, they ſtill urge him to disburthen his conſcience, per- 


talking with ſome Gentlemen , two of theſe Famuliars ſuddenly called 
him by his old name : The Party earneſt in talk,and not minding it, look- 
ed behinde him, and made anſiver, whereupon they preſently apprehen- 
ded him,clapt him in irons fora long time, then whipt him,and condem- 
ned him to the Gallies during his life, So ſoone as any is arreſted by the 
Familiars,they take from him all the keyes of his locks or cheſts wharſo- | 
ever,and then they take an Inventory of all his goods, leaving them with 

ſome man that will undertake to be accountable for them : but in the ſe- 

queſtring and rifiing the houſes, if they have any gold,filver, or Jewels. 
theſe Familiars, which uſually are bawds, theeves, ſhifters, and the vileſt 

of people, will be ſure ro filch ſome of it; and the reaſon of this ſeque- 

ſation is, that if the Party be condemned, the holy Inquiſition may en- 

joy his whole eſtate, 

As ſoone as the Priſoner is entred within the firſt gate of the Priſon, 
the Jailor asketh him if he have a knife about him, or money, or ring, or 
Jewels; andif a woman, whether ſhe hath knives, rings, chains, brace- 
lets, or other ornaments, and all theſe the Jailor ſtrips them of as his fee: 


And this is done that the poor priſoners may have nothing to relieve 
chemſelves with , during their impriſonment; They ſearch them alſo 
co ſee whether they have any writing or book about them , which lil:e 
wiſe they take from them : then they ſhut them up in a Cabin, like to x 
—_— , where hey have little room for cleanlinefle , and but little 
light, | 

Y Some are thus kept all alone for two or three moneths, ſome as long 
as they live, others have company, as the Lords Inquiſitors pleaſe, 
When the Party hath been in priſon a week or two, the Jailor perſwades 
him to petition fora day of hearing, telling him the ſooner the better,and 
that it will much further his cauſe, and bring it to ſome good effec, &c. 
whereas it were farre better for him toſtay till he be called for ; for then 
he hath nothing to do but to anſwer their objections : But the poor Priſo- 
ner, not knowing this myſtery, is uſually ruled by his Keeper, intreating 
him to ſtand his friend to procure him a day of hearing, whoſe ſuit is eaſt- 
ly heard, and the Priſoner is brought into the Confiſtory, Then do the 
Inquiſitors ask him, what is his requeſt © the Priſoner anſwereth, that he 
would gladly have his matter heard; then they labour by threatning him 
with worſe uſage if he conceal the truth, to cauſe him to confefle the 
thing whereof he is accuſed, and if they can but draw him to this , they 
have their deſires ; for uſually they draw more from him than they could 


ſelf, promiſing that if he acknowledge his faults, he ſhall preſently be re- 
leaſed, and ſent home: If yer he ſtand mute, they then charge him to diſ- 
burthen his conſcience, and in the mean time to return to his priſon , till 
he hath better bethought himſelf, and then he may ſue for a ney day of 
hearing, and ſo they diſmiſſe him. 

Then after ſome dayes they call for him again, asking him he be ye: 
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wading him that they adviſe him for the beſt , and in love agd com-! 
| paſſion to him';, but if he nowrefuſe the favour proffered, he ſhall 'finde 
vant afterwards ſharp Juſtices, 8&c. and ſo ſend him back again to 
riſon. 1 
: The third time heis called for, they uſe the like ſubtilty to draw "_ 
to confeſſion,telJing him that if he retu(e, they muſt uſe extremity,and dg 
what they can'by law; by which word they mean extream tormenting and | 
'mangling of him; Then if the Party conteſſe any thing ; Nay, ſay they, 
we arenot yet (atisfied, we have not all you can ſay,you keep back ſome- 
thing on purpoſe,and ſo they remand him:to priſon;-- | 
Having thus excruciated him day by day, if they canyet gernothing 
out of him, they then require an oach of -him , and hold a Crucifix or 
Crofle before him, whereby the poor Chriſtian muſt at. laſt neeeds ſhew | 
himſelf: for knowing that he ought ta: (wear by God alone , who hath 
reſerved his honour to himſelf, he muſt refuſe the oath; which'if be do, | 
then they read a large enditement againſt him , wherein they lay $0 his | 
charge things that never no'man accuſed him of,and which it may be,him- | 
ſelf never thought of; and this they do to amaze him,and ſo to try if he | 
will confeſſe any of theſe miſdemeanours,or if they catitrip him in his an- 
{wers,and ſo catch him intheir net, Then they put himto anſwer toeve- 
ry article particularly ex tepore, without any time of deliberation : Then 
they give him pen, ink, and paper, requiimg him to ſet. down his anſwer 
in writing, to ſee if they can find any difference betwixt his former an- | | 
Gver and this : and if the Partie chance td. confeſlſe ought, then thry en- | 
 quire of whom he learned it, and whether he hath ſpoken of it betyre 0+ 
thers, and who they are,and hereby many are brought into trouble z for 
whether they liked it or not, they are ſure to be queſtioned, becauſe they | 
did not come and declare it to the fathers Inquiſitots,. Then pretending 
to ſhew him favour, they appoint him anAdvocate ta blind the peoples 
eyes, as if they proceeded according to the rules of p_ ; bur this Ad- 
vocate dares not tell his Client any point of Law,that may do him good, 
for fear of angring the Inquiſttors ; neither may he ſpeak privately with | 
bis Client,but either before an Inquiſitor, or a Notary» ; 
Two or three dayes after the Party hath had the Copy of his accuſati- | 
on ,he is called into the Court,where his Advocate is,as if he intended to 
defend his cauſe; but indeed he dare ſay nothing to the purpoſe for tear of 
angring the Inquiſitors ; only he chears up his Chent, and bids him tel] | 
the truth in any caſe,as the only waytoprevail in thatConrt, and then is 
the Prifoner ſent back again;who hopes that now his cauſe will be heard, | 
and his bufineſſe Hifpacched) whereas uſually theſe good fathers ler him | 
lie, two, three, or four years in priſon,without ever calling for him againg 
and if through loathſomneſleand intolerableneſle of the priſon any ſue rg 
come to hearing; it may be with much ado he obtains ir, but uſually that | 
tavour is denied him : yet atlength when they pleaſe, = call for um 
to hear the depoſitions of the witnefles againſt him : which yet is not 
done till the poor Priſoner by his grievous impriſonment is brought ſo 
low, as thatthey think he will rather cliooſe death than {uch a life , and | 
| tacre= 


They proceed 
tothe Rack. 


_ |chen rhe'Fiſcal produceth the depoſitions, 'which are delivered to the 


| proceedings are notonly ſufferable, but ſeeme very reaſonable and full of 
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thereforewillbe willing toctell all; chat ſo he may berid our of his miſe- 
ry. Theh betweerirebuking and a-gentle admonirtion', : they tell him, 
durdhoughths hath ſtood ourſofong, yer atilengch they: would have 
him wiſer to confeſſe the truth; bur it he yet refuſe to be his own accuſer, 


' Priſoner; but they ate drawn up' ſo intricately and ambiguouſly, thar he 
knowsinot what tomake of them; and this they do to conceal the wit- 
neſſes, left. heſhouldiexcepr againſtthem. and to ſer him on gueſſing, thar 
ſv it Ke'chance toteckon up-any others ro whom he ſpakeany thing: a- 
bout. any of thoſe matters,chey'may thereby get more griſts to their mill, 
Eor* 25 65 pr rpc ſuch perſons as favourers of hereticks, for 
ſiff&itigfan heretick to ſow ſuch peſtitent ſeeds amongſt them , withour 
hi pn thereof torhe Inquificors, | -f | 
"*FhEKeeper of the Priſon al{o isexamined what he hath.ſeen and ob- 
ſerye@ of him inthe Priſon; andhi$reſtimony is as good as two witneſles 
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{ "After two or threÞmoneths more; heis called for once again, and re- 
quired'to Tpeak wha tie hath'for himſelf, or elſe they muſt draw to an 
end: andif he ſt} fhrinks not,” but-ſtands firmein his own Juſtification, | 
they proceed tooether dealings,” in compariſon of which all their former 


e northe'truth, they will extort-it out of him/by 


oentlenefle, For'their future actions farre exceed all barbarouſneſſe, the 
Devil himſelf being not able ro go /beyond them in their monſtrous ry- 
ranny :* For not long after the Priſoner is called in before the Inquiſitors, 
who tell him-that wy have deeply confidered his whole caſe, and found 
out'that he doth not declare the whole truth, and therefore they are re- 
folyed that he ſhall be racked; :that by force they may draw from him 
what by fair means he will not acknowledge : and therefore they adviſe 
him rather to doit voluncarily, and thereby to avoid, the paine and peril 
that yer attends him z 'yet whether he confeſle or not confeſle,all is one, 
for tothe Rack he muſt go; 'Then is he led into. the place where the 
Rack ſtandeth, which is a deep and dark dungeon under ground , with 
many a door to paſſe — ere a man comets it, becauſe the ſhreekes 
and cries of the tormented ſhould nor be heard: chin the Inquiſteors ſer 
themſelves upona ſcaffold hard by the Rack.and che torches being light- 
&d, the Executioner'comes in, all araied from top to toe 1n a {ute of black 
cafnyas,/his head is covered witha'Jong black hood that covereth - his | 
12F7 ace. | 
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face, having only two peep-holes for his eyes: which fight doth mote af- 
fright the poor ſoul , to {ee one in the likenefle of the Devil to be his 
rormentor, The Lords being ſet in their places, they begin again to 
exhort him to ſpeak the truth freely and voluntarily : Then with 
ſharp words they command him to be ſtripped ſtark naked, yea 
chough the modeſteſt maid, or chaſeſt Matron in the Ciry : whoſe | Tye piry 
grief in regard of the Rack js not half ſo great as to be feene naked | pansze only 
in the preſence of ſuch manner of perſons : For theſe wicked villains _ __ 
without any regard of honeſty , will not by any Prayers of godly Ma- | 
trons, or chaft Maidens forbear one jot of that barbarous impudence: as 
if a ſhirt or ſmock could hinder the violence of the Rack from ſufficient- | 
ly tormenting them, A 
The Party being thus ſtripped, the Inquiſitors ſignifie tothe Tormen- 
tor, how they would have him or her ordered. The firſt kind of torment 
is the Jeobit, or Pully ; but firſt otie comes behind him , and binds- hjs 
hands with a cord eight or ten times abour , the Inquilicors calling upon 
him to ſtrain each harder than other ; they cauſe allo his thumbs to be 
bound extreara hard with a ſmall line, and ſo both hands and thumbs are 
faſtened toa Pully , which hangs on the Jeobit : then they pur great and 
heavy bolts on his heels, and hang upon thoſe bolts, between his teer 
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whulſt che poor wretch.hangs in this plight, they begin co exhort him a- | 
gainto accuſe himſelf , and as many others as he knows of; Then they , 
command him to be hoiſed up higher to the very beam till his head 
touch the Pully, Having hung thus a good while, they command him humane 
to be let down, and twice ſo much weight to be faſtened to his heels,and RR 
ſo hoifed np again, and one inch higher if it may be : Then they com- | 
mand the hangman to let him up and down, that the weights of the 
iron hanging at his heels may rent every joynt in his body aſunder, 
With which intolerable pains if the Party ſhreek or cry out, they 
; rOare Out as loud to him to confeſle the truth, or elſe he ſhall come 
| down with a vengeance, Then they bid the hangman ſuddenly to flip 
| the rope, that he may fall down with a ſway, and in the mid-way to 
| ſtop; then give him the Strappads, which being as ſoon done, it rends all | 
his body out of joynt, armes, ſhoulders, back, legs, 8c, by reaſon of the 
| ſudden jerk, and the weights hanging at his legs, Ifhe yer remain con- 
ſtant, they adde more weight to his heels the third time, and the poor 
wretch already half dead is hoiſted up the third time, and to encreaſe his | 
miſery, they raiſe upon him, calling him Dog,and Heretick, telling him 
thathe is like there to make his end. And if the poore creature in his | 
pangs call upon Chriſt, intreating that he would youchſafe to aid and aſ- 
{iſt him, thus miſerably tormenred for his ſake ; Then they fall ro mock- | © 
ing and deriding him,ſaying, Why calleſt chou on Jeſus Chriſt * Let Je- ' 
ſus Chriſt alone and tell us the truth ; what a crying out upon Chriſt ma- | 
keſt thou * &c. But if the Party deſire to be let down, promiſing to rell | 
ſomewhat, that's the ready-way to make him to be worſe. ufed, for now 
| chey think that he begins only to broach the matter : for when he hath 
Ii done 
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| done they command him to be,haled up again, and to be Jet downas be- 
fore: ſothat uſpally cheſe corments ,are/ exerciſed 'upon-him for three 
hours together, Thea they ask the; Jailor it his other torments are rea- 
dy, to affright the poor foul z the Jailor anſivereth that they are ready. 
but he hach not brought them with-him : Then the Inquiſitors bid him ! 


to bring them againſt the morrow ; for ſay they, we will try other ways | 

» the truth our of this fellow : and ſo turning to him thar: lies in mi- | 
fſerable pain, baving all his joyats out ; How now, Sirra, ſay they, how | 
like yon this gear © have you enough of it yet 7 Well, (ee that you call? 
your wits to you againſt co morrow, or look to die then; for what you 
have yet felt is bur a flea-biting in compariſon of what is behind ; and fo 
they depart, 

Thea the Jailor plays the bone-ſetter ſo well as hecan , ſetting his 
joynts , and fo carries him back to priſon, or drags him by the armes or 
legs moſt pitifully ; If they mean to rack him no more, after two or | 
three dayes they fend for him again, and cauſe him to be bronght by 
the Rack , where the hangman ſtands in the likeneſſe of a Devil as be- 
fore, the more to affright him, Vhen he comes before the Inquiſicors, 
| they fall a perſwading him to confeſle the truth ac laſt: and if he conteſſe | 
; any thing, he may chance to go to tie Rack again, whereby they hope to | 

extort more; and when indeed they intend to rack the Party again, 
then at three dayes end, when the ach jn his joynts is moſt grievous and 
pandyl to him, they ſend for him, requiring him to declare all his here- 

16s, and to peach all ſuch as he hath had conference with , about them, 
and all ſuch as he knows to be of that minde : or elſe he muſt prepare 
himſelf for the Ragk ; and if he continue conſtant, he js again ſtripped of 
his cloths, and hoiſted up with weights at his heels as before, beſides 
which, as he hangs at the Pully, they bind his thighs together, and legs 
about the calf with a ſmall ſtrong cord, and with a ſhot piece of wood 
they twiſt the cord till ic be ſhrunk ſo deep in the fleſh that its paſt ſight, 
whuch is an extream and terrible rormenc, worſe than any that he hati: 
et endured , and in this plight they let the poor ſoul lie two or three 
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| thecords pierce almoſt co the very bone, Then they rake a thick fine 


\ threaten and {coffe at him, 


{great an Agony as any endure in the pains ofdeath, for in this torture he 


; S . . ® 
ours : the Inquilitors in the mean time net ceaſing to exhort,perſwade, 
/ 


Yea ſometimes they proceed to another kind of torture called the A- 
elli , which is after this manner ; There is a piece of timber ſomewhat 
ollowed on thetop like a trough, about the middle whereof there is a 
ſharp barre going a croſſe , whereon a mans back reſterh that it cannot 

o to the bottom : ts alſo placed ſo that his heels ſhall Tie higher than his 
head: then is the naked Party laid thereon: his armes, thighs and legs 
bound with ſtrong ſmall cords , and wreſted with ſhort truncheons, till 


lawn cloth , laying it over.the Parties mouth as heljcs upright on his 
back, ſo that it may ſtop his noſtrils alſo; then taking a quantity of water, 
they pour it in along ſtream like a threed , which falling from on high, 
drives the cloth dowa into his throat, which puts the poor wretch into as 
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his throat, it draws forthblood withit,and a man would think that it tore 
out bis very bowels, - This is iterated as oft as the Inquiſitors pleaſe, and' 
yet they threaten him with worſetorments if he conteſſe not; and ſo he 
is returned to his priſon again, FR 
Yer many times after he hath lain there a moneth' or two, he is 
brought again to the rack and uſed as before, yea ſometimes five or fix | 
times, even as oft as they pleaſe, for their luſt is a law, And yet they have Torment with 
another torment with fire, which is no whit inferiour to the former , fs 
They take a Pan of burning charcole, and ſer it juſt over againſt the ſoles | 
of the Parties feet, juſt before he goes tothe Rack, and that the fire may 
have the more torce upon them, they baſt them with lard or bacon. But if 
al! the extremityof torments wil not force him ro confeſſe what they de- 
fire, nor to deny the truth, they uſe other means by ſubcil interrogatories, Subrilty. 
and frequent queſtjonings to draw him irito ſome ſnare or other : Yea, if 
yet they-cannot prevalle, then ſome one of the Inquiſitors comes to him 
in private, and ſhews himſelf much affected with his miſery, weeps with 
him, comtorts him, gives him advice, ſeems to impart ſuch a ſecret to 
him as he would ſcarce impart to his father, or deareſt friend alive : and 
this they uſe moſt with women , whereas they are but faire baits upon 
deadly hooks, whereby they ſeek to deſtroy them ; whereof we have 
this example, | | 
- At Sivil there were apprehended, a godly Matron,two of her daugh- | , ,,__... 4m 
ters , and her Neece, whoall of them underwent the forementioned her tow daugh- 
torments with manly courage and Chriſtian conſtancie, becanſe they *2:5, andneeces 
would not betray each other , nor other godly Perſons in that City, | - 
Then one of the Inquiſitors ſent for the youngeſt maid oft to his cham- 
ber, pretended much compaſſion towards her, ſpake much to comfort 
her,told her what a grief it was to him to ſee. her torments; then uſed fa- 
miliar and pleaſant communication to her, then told her that he would 
adviſe her the beſt way to free her felt, mother and ſiſter from theſe | a Jud, 
troubles : That he would undertake the ordering of their bufineſſe; and 
then perſwaded her to diſcloſe the whole truth ro him, and he bound 
himſelf with an oath that he would ſtop all turther proceedings againſt 
them, and procure their diſmiſhon, Having thus outwitred the poot 
maid,who gave too much credit to him, ſhe rold him of ſome points of 
Religion which they had wont to conter of amongſt themſelves, and fo 
when he had gotten out of her what poſſibly he could, like a perfidious 
Villain, contrary to his vows, promiles, and oath , he cauſed her ro be 
racked again to get more out of her , yea they pur her alſo to the inrole- 
rable pain of the trough , and through extremity of pangs and torments 
they at laſt extorted from her a betraying of her own Mother, Siſters, 
and divers others, which were immediately apprehended , tortured, 
and at laſt burnt with fire, But when they were brought in- great pomp 
upon the Scaffald, and had the ſenrence of death paſſed upon them, this 
maid went to her Aunt, who had inſtructed her in the principles of Re- 
| | Ii 2 ligion, 
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Flie. 


"that ſhe was now todepart out of this life. Her Aunt comforted her ſtout- 
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ligion, and boldly without change of countenance, gave her hearty 
thanks for that great benefit whichſhe had received by her means , in- 
treating her to pardon her for what ſhe had offended her ac any time, for 


ly, bid her be of good cheere, for that gow ere long they ſhould be with 
Chriſt, This woman was openly whipt, and kept in priſon duiing her life, 
thereſt were all preſently burned, 

Another device that they have is this: when they think that Priſoners 
which are together do talk together of Religion,exhorting and comtort- 
ing oneanother as they have occaſion or opportunity, the Inqyiſttors com- 
mit to priſon under a colour, a crafty knave whom they call a Flie : who 
after two or three dayes will cunningly infinuate himſelfinto the boſoms ' 
of the other Priſoners , and then pretending a great deal of zeal to 
Religion, he will proffer diſcourſe to them, and by degrees get out of 
their mouths ſomething whereof he may accuſe them. Then doth he 
os 4 a day of hearing, and ſo getting to the Inquiſitors, he peaches | 
the Priſoners , who ſhall be ſure atterwards to hear of it to their {marr. ! 
Yea theſe Flies,as ſoone as they are our of one priſon, for the hope of gain, 
will be content preſently ro be put intoanother, and then into a third, 
where they will le in chains, as the other Priſoners do, enduring hunger, 
cold , ſtink , and the loathſomneſle of priſon, and all to betray others. 
And this mans accuſation is as ſtrong and valid as the teſtimony of any 
other witneſle whatſoever, Other Flies alſo there be that ſerve the ho- 
ly Inquiſition abroad, lily infinuating themſelves into the companies 
of the common ' people ,. who are ſuſpeted to be Zntherans , and. 
when they can pump any thing out of them , they preſently be- 
tray them, They have yet this other device , when > &. can catch a- 
ny man that js noted for Religion, or a Miniſter that hath inſtructed 0- 
thers, after he hath been in priſon awhile, they give it out that npon the | 
Rack he hath diſcovered all his diſciples, and acquaintance , and they 
ſuborn others to averr that they heard it , and this they do to draw the 
{imple people to.come of their own accord, and to confteſle their faults 
ba the Inquiſitors, and to crave pardon, whereupon they promiſe them | 
avour, 

The Inquifitors and their Officers uſe to call their Priſoners Dogs 
and Hereticks : and indeed they uſe them much worſe than moſt men do 
their Dogs. For firſt, the place where uſually each of them is laid, by 
reaſon of the ſtraitnefle , ill air, and dampneſle of the earth, is liker 2 
grave thana priſon : and if it bea loft, in the hot weather, it is like a hot | 
Oven or Fornace:: and in each of theſe holes uſually two or three are 
thronged together , fo that they have no more room thaa to lie down | 
in; in one corner is a ſtool of eaſement, and a pitcher of waser to 
quench their thirſts, In theſe Cels they. have nolight, but what comes 
inat the Key-hole , or ſome ſmall crany : other ſome there are much 
worſe, not being long enough for a man to lie in, ſo that ſuch as are put 
into them, never likely come our cill they be half rotted away; or die 
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| by her means the Priſoners came to underſtand one anothers condition, 


; about the ſtreets, to receive two hundred Ropes, and to be baniſhed the 
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Their diet is anſwerable to their lodging: The rich pay large fees to 
the holy houſe, and every Priſoner is rated as the Inquifirors pleaſe : but 
ſuch asare poor,the King allows them three pence a day,out of which the 
Steward, Landrefle; and {ome other neceffary charges are deducted , fo 
that one half of it comes not tothe Priſoners ſhare; and (it anybemoved 
with compaſſion to relieve them, it is counted ſuch an bhainous offence, 
chat it will coſt him a ſcourging till blood come atleaſt;: 

It once happened that there yas a Keeper appointed for their priſon, | 
in the Caſtle of T71aza in $7v1l,that whs of a courteous diſpolitiowby:na- | 
ture, who uſed the Priſoners well , and cloſely, for fear of the Inquiſt- 
tors, ſhewed them ſome favour : at which time there was a godly Ma- 
tron and her two daughters committed to priſon, which being put into | 
ſeveral rooms, had a great deſire to ſee each other for their murualcome | 
fort jm their diftrefſes; whereupon they: beſought the. Keeper to ſuffer | 
them to come together, if it were but for one quarter of an hour: the | 
Keepe yielded, and fo they were together about half an hour, and then 
returned to their former priſons, Withina few dayes after,thefe women 
being racked ina terrible manner, the Keeper fearing leſt they would con: | 
feſle that little favour which he had ſhewed them, of his own accord. 
went tothe Inquifitors, contefled his fac, and craved pardon; bur they 
deemed this fo hainous anoffence, that they preſently commanded him to 
be haled to priſon, where by reaſon of the extremity ſhewed him, he fell | 


year ina vile priſon, they brought him upon their triumphing ſtage,with Allphy denied 


2 Sambenito upon him , and a rope about his neck, aud there they cenſu- | 
red him to be whipt about the City , and ro have two hundred ſtripes, | 
and then to ſerve in the Gallies for fix years. The next day one of his | 
mad fits _— upon him , as he was ſet on an Aﬀes back to be ſcour- 
ged., he threw himſelf off, ſnatched a' {word out of the officers hand, 
and had ſlain him, if che.people had not immediately laid hold on him; | 
whereupon he was bound faſter on the Aﬀes back, had his two hundred 
ſtripes, and was for this offence condemned four years longer to the 
Gallies. | | 

Another Keeper at another time had a maid , who feeing how miſe- | 
rably the priſoners were uſed,  pitying their diſtreſſed condition, who 
were hunger-ſtarved, and almoſt pined , ſhe would ſometimes ſpeak ro |, _ .., whipt 
them at thegrate, exhort and comfort them as well as ſhe could, and |for chewing 
ſometimes would help them- to ſome good and wholfome food: yea, |them favour. 


which was a great comfert to them, Bur this at laſt coming tothe: in- 
quifitors ears, they.enjoyned her tro wear the Sambenito, tobe whipped 


— 


City for ten years, with this writing on her head, 4 favonrer, and aider 
of Hereticks, And whereas all other fort of perſons 1n priſon and bon | 
dage areallowed to recreate and refreſh-themfelves with ſinging at their — Fs 
pleaſure, theſe poor ſouls are forbidden this ſma!l ſolace in their great =. Re 
miſery : for if any ofthem ſing a Pſalm, or 'openly recite any oy Of ſing Platmes, | 

| crip- . 
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| Scripture, the Inquiſitors take'it very hainouſly , and preſently ſend to 
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them requiring them to beſilent; upon'the pain of Excommunication: 
and i& the priſoner make light of this warning, he ſhall have abit ſer on 
his tongue to teach him obedience: and this they do, both to deprive the 
poor:ſonls of all kind of ſolace, and to keep other Priſoners from know- 
ing:how:theirdiends do : So:that it often falls out that a man and his 
friend , the Father and Sonne, - yea the husband and wife ſhall be in one 
riſon-houſe two orthree years together, and not know of each others 
ing there till they meet upon ti ſcaffold upon the great day of tri- 
um L165 55 
-* By reaſon of this cruel uſage many of the Priſoners die, ſome, of their 
torments; others,/of the ſtink:ot the priſon,and others,of diſeaſes contra- 
ediby hunger, cold, ill diet, 8&&c, They have alſo an Hoſpital, unto 
which they reniove ſuch as fall ſick in their priſons , where yet they are 
not:dealt more gently with inany thing, ſave that they have Phyſick al- 
lowed:them for their healths-ſake: Bur none are ſuffered to come to 
them but the Phyſician, .and the ſervants of the Hoſpital: Andas ſoon 
as the Patient is onthe mending hand, . he-is carried back to the place 
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If the Priſoner be halt naked, or want ſomething to lie on, and there- 
upon pray the Inquiſitor that his neceſſity may be conſidered-The anſwer 
which he receives is this, Well yow the weather is warm,you may live full well 
without either cloaths or couch, * And it it be winter time , his anſwer is: 


Cruel mercy, | 


| it will be more ſeafonable weather,” Care you for the garments wherewithal you 
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True,it hath been'a'great-ſ# ot-of late,but now the cold i come down again,and 
ſhowld cloath your fout, which confiſteth in uttering the truth, and _=_— 
1 


ing your conſcience before this holy houſe : ' "Ard if the Priſoner defire ro 
Farkfomegoodbodl, or 'the' holy Bible-to enable him ro paſſe thar | 
troubleſome and'careful time to ſome profit ; The Inquifator anſwers | 


| him, [that the true book is to ſpeak the truth, and todiſcharge his conſci- | 


.ence to that holy Court,and that he ought to be occupied in laying open | 
- bis woundsto their Lordſhips, who are ready to give him a plaiſter : 
whereby it appears that all ther care and defire is, that the poor Priſoner 
may have nothing to look on'or think on bur his preſent miſerable ſtate, 
that thegrief thereof grating upon, him, may force him to ſatisfie their 
requeſts, | | | 
The laſt a& of the Tragedy remaineth,wherein both Parties are plea- 
ſed and have their defire ; the Inquifitors in obtaining their prey , the 
Priſoners in finding ſome end of their miſerable uſage ; but two or three 
dayes before the ſolemniry,they uſeſeverally to eall before them, all ſuch 
whoſe eſtates are confiſcated;examining them what lands or goods they 
have, where they lie, charging them upon great penalties not to conceal 
one-jor, telling them, that if any thing be afterwards found, felony ſhall 
be laid:ro their charge, and he with whomit is found, ſhall pay ſoundly 
for :it., and when all is confeſſed, they are returned to priſon a- 


gain, 


The-oight before the Feſtival, they cauſe all the Priſoners ro be 
2 brought 
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| brought into a large roome, where they are informed of the teveral 
kinds of pennances that they are to do the next day: The next morning | 
very early, the Familiars come and attire the Priſoners - in thejr ſeyeral | 
habits, in which they are to appear before the people : Some in Samde- 
nito's, which is a long garment painted all oyer with ugly devils: -on his 
head he hath an high-crown'd hac whereoga man is painted burning ja 
the fire, with many devils about him, plying him with fire and fagors, 
Beſides, their tongues have a cleft piece of wood put upon them, which 

ips,and pincheth them that they cannot ſpeak ; they have about their 
necks,cords, and their hands taſt bound behind them, Oa this ſort come ! 
theſe conſtant Martyrs diſgniſed, firſt ro the ſtage, and then ta the ſtake; | 
andin the like fort do all the reſt come forth, arraied as the other , and 
ſet forth with the like notes of infamy , either more orleſſe, as the Inqui- | 
fitors pleaſe to diſgrace them in the fight of the people, Oneach hand 
of every Priſoner goeth a Familiar, all armed,to guard him : as alſo two ' 
Friars with every one that is to die, who perſwade him tooth and nail to. 
deny that doctrine that formerly he hath profeſſed, now at their going. 
out of this world'; which wicked importunity is a great grief to the por 
ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, 

The Inquiſitors alſopaſle in great pomp from the Caſtle of Triana to 
their ſcaffold: And when all are ſer in their places, a Sermon begins , |: 
framed on purpoſe in commendations of the holy houſe, andin contura- 
tion of ſuch Heriticks as are preſently to ſuffer : but the greateſt part is 
ſpent in flanderous reproaches,wherewith they vilifie and diſgrace the 
truth, and rhe Profeſſors of ic. The Sermon being ended, the ſentences | 
againſt the Priſoners are read; Firſt, againſt ſuch as have eaſieſt punjſh- 
ments, and (o in order to the greater, Which ſentences are commonly 
theſe, Death withouc mercy ; Whipping in ſuch extremiry that the 
Perſons ſeldome eſcape with their lives; Condemnation to the Gally , 
Forteiture of all their eſtates, &c, 

Then doth the chief Inquiſitor abſolve af ſuch as have forſaken 
Chriſt, and are come home to the Church of Rowe, from all the errours 
for which they ſhewed themſelves penitent ; bur though hereby they are 
abſolved from the fault, yet not from the puniſhment; for notwithſtan- 
ding their Recantation, they muſt abide the puniſhment without 
mercy. 

And whereas multitudes of people reſort to this ſpe&acle, ſome cg- 
ming twenty Leagues to ſee it; The Inquifitors have this trick to up- 
hold their Kingdome, They cauſe all the people preſent, to takean oath 
to live and die in the ſervice of the Church of Rome, hazarding both lite 
and goods againſt any that ſhall oppoſe it ; as alſo to their power, to up- 
hold and maintain the holy Inquiſition, and to defend all the officers 
thereof, &c, | | 

Then if there be any amongſt the Priſoners to be degraded, they pro- 
ceed after this manner, Firſt, they apparel him in his maſſing Robes; : 2 
rhen they deſpoil him again of every part thereof; then are his hands , P*g=4a5on- 


lips, and the Crown of his head ſcraped with a piece of glafle, or & ſha | | 
{vie 
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| knife till they bleed again, to ſcrape off the holy oyle,wherewith he was 
anointed at his ordination, In che end of their ſentence which is 
pronounced upon ſuch as are to be burned , they uſe. this abominable 
hypocrifie: They bequeath him to the ſecular power, with this humble 
requeſt to them, ro ſhew the Priſoner as much tavour as may be , and 
neither to break any bone, nor pierce the skin of his body : This ſhews 
their great impudence, that having already given ſentence on him to be 
burned;they yet ſhould precend ſuch mercyand clemency towards him , 
| whomatftalong chemſelves have uſed with ſuch extream cruelty, 

They uſe alſo this trick further , that in reading the crimes for | 
which he is condemned, they do not only miſreport ſuch things as he 
confeſſed upon his examination , but they deviliſhly father upon him } 
ſuch things as he never ſpake, or thought of in all his life: and this they 
doto diſgrace him, and to make him and his opinions more abhorred of 
all men, and to encreaſe their own eſtimation and credit, as being ne- 
ceſlary officers to rid the world of ſuch. peſtilent perſons; and all this 
while the Priſoners tongue hath a cleft piece of wood upon it to his in- 
tolerable pain and grief, that he cannotanſwer for himſelf, nor gainſfay | 
E that they charge him with, 

All theſe things being finiſhed, the Magiſtrate takes them iato his 
hand, and conveys them preſently to the place of execution,with divers 
inſtruments of Satan about them, calling and crying to them to forſake 
the truth; and when they cannot prevail, after the Priſoner is tied: to 
the ſtake, they break his neck in atrice, and then they report amongſt 
Abominable | the common people that they recanted their hereftes ar the laſt houre, 
lyes. and ſo came home to the Church of Roxe,and therefore they felt nopain 
inthe fire at all, which made them take it ſo patiently, 

Such asare not condemned to die, are carried back to priſon, and 
the next day brought out to be whipt, after which ſome of themare ſent 
Their crue'ty | ©0 the Gallies, others kepr in priſon all their life time: bur all have chis 
conceal:d, * | ſpecial charge given them, that they never ſpeak of any thing that they 

have heard, ſeen, or felc, during their impriſonment jn the Inquiſttioa ; 
for if the contrary be ever proved againſt chem, and that they utter any 
of their ſecrets, they ſhall be taken tor perſons relapſed,and be puniſhed 
with greateſt ſeverity,their judgement being death without Redemption; 
and hereby they keepin all cheir Knavery and Tyranny cloſe and ſe- 
cret to themſelyes : And it any of them be releaſed becauſe their faults 
were but ſmall, they are yet {o careful leſt their cruelty ſhould come to 
lighr,that they inhibit them the company or conference with any other, 
than ſuch as they ſhall appoint andallow them ; neither will they ſuffer 
—_ to write to any friend, except they firſt have the peruſing of their 
etters. | 

Sometimes alſo,after they have impriſoned men in ſuch a miſerable 
ſtare, for a year or two, and can extort nothing out of them by their tor- 
ments, nor proveany thing againſt them by witnefle, ſo that they muſt 
neceſſarily diſmiſſe them,they then call them into the Court,and begin to 


fatter them,and tell them what a good opinion they have of them, _- 
that 
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chat they are reſolved to ſend them home, for the which fatherly favour 
extended towards them in ſaving their lives&goods, they are to account 
themſelves much beholding to their Lordſhips,8&c, And fo at laſt they 
| diſmiſſe him-with ſpecial charge of ſilence: and when he is gone, they | 
have ſpecial Spies abroad to ſee how he takes the matter;and if they find | 
that he complains of his puniſhiments,or diſcloſes their ſecrets, they pre- | 
ſeatly commence a new ſuit againſt him, Ona time the Inquiſitors ar ., 
Sivill apprehended a nobleLady; the cauſe was,for that a Siſter of hers, ' {0,0a) 
a very vertuous Virgin, who was afterwards burned for Religion, had | 
confeſſed in the extremity of her torments, that ſhe had ſometimes had 
conference with this her ſiſter about matters of Religion: This Lady. 
when ſhe was firſt apprehended, was gone with child about fix months, 
in reſpe& whereof they did not ſhut herup ſo cloſe at firſt,nor deal ſoſe- 
verely with her as they did with others; But within foure dayes after 
ſhe was brought to bed, they took the child trom her ; and the ſeventh 714.6 oc un 
day : fter, they {hut her up incloſe priſon, and uſed her in all things as tage «« bes. 
they did other Prifoners ; the only worldly comfort that the had in her 
” Aon was, that they lodged her with a vertuous maiden that was her 
fellow-Priſoner for a time, but afterwards burned at the ſtake : This 
maid whilſt they were together, was carried to the rack, and fo ſore | 
ſtrained and torn chereon, that ſhe was almoſt pulled inpieces, then was | 
ſhe brought back and thrown upon a bed of flags, that ſerved them both | 
tolie on; the good Lady was not able to help her, yet ſhewed fingular | 
tokens of love and compaſſion towards her, 
The maid was ſcarce recovered when thE Lady was carried out to be ' 
ſerved with the ſame ſauce, and was ſo terribly cormented in the trough, OE 
that by reaſon of the ſtrait ſtraining ot the ſtrings, piercing to the very | crough. 
bones of her armes, thighs and ſhins, ſhe was brought back half dead co | 
her priſon,the blood guthing out of her mouth abundantly,which ſhewed | 
that ſomething was broken within her:but after eight dayes the Lord de- | che dyed 
livered her from theſe cruel Tygers by taking her mercitully ro himſelf, | _ 
Upon one of their dayes of triumph there was brought out one | 
Fohn Pontio, of a noble Family, a zealous Profeſſor of the truth , and ' F<» Portzo. 
one of an holy and blameleſle life, and well learned; he was eminent | 
alſo in works of cha ity,in which he had ſpent a great part of his eſtate : | 
Being apprehended for the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, he was caſt into | 
Priſon, where he manfully maintained the truth in the midſt of all 
their cruel dealings with him ; Atlaſt they caſt into priſon to him one | 
of their flyes,who by his ſubtilty and crafr,ſo wrought upon him that he | qe 6.9 
drew from him a promiſe to yield obedience to the RomiſhChurch.Bur | ry. 
though God ſuffered him to fall a while to ſhew him his frailty , yer at- | 
terwards in mnch mercy he raiſed him up again with double ſtrength | [ 
' to that which he had before, and before bis execution he manfully de- | 
fended the truth againſt a ſubtil Friar: The things which he was con- | | 
demned for,were theſe; That he ſhould ſay, that from his heart he ab- Re&9vety- 
horred the idolatry which was committed in worſhipping the Hoſt : | 
That he removed his houſhold from place to place, that he might ſhun | 
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| coming to the Maſſe: That the Juſtification ofa Chriſtian reſterh only 


2ry ſelf, (faith he) 1 aws not "= | 
any puniſhment for the truth which I have profeſſed: T eſteem not of this | 
world nor the treaſures of it more than for my neceſſary uſes, and the reſt tobe- | 
ſftow inthe propagation and maintenance of the Goſpel: And I beſeech God dai- | 
ly upon my knees for my wife and children, that they may all continne in thes | 
quarrel even to the death, Andwhen he came to his execurion, he pati- | 
ently and comfortably ſlept in the Lord. | 
t the fame time there was alſo brought forth oneFohz Gopſalvo,for- | 
| merly a Prieſt,but by his diligent ſtudy of the Scripture ir pleaſed God 
| to reveal his truth co him, fo that he became a zealous Preacher of it , | 
labouring in all his Sermons to beat into mens minds the true way, and 
means of our Juſtification to conſiſt in Chriſt alone, and in ſtedtaſt faith 
in him : for which he was apprehended and caſt into priſon , where he 
endured all their cruely with a Chriſtian courage ; Art laſt with two of 
his Siſters he was condemned: His mother and one of his brothers were 
alſo impriſoned with him for the truth,” and executed ſhortly after : 
When he with his fiſters went out at the Caſtle gate, havinghis tongue 
at liberty,he began to fing the 106, Pſalm before all the People , who 
had oft heard him make many godly Sermons : He alſo condemned all 
hypocrites as the worſt fort of People: Whereupon they ſtocked his 
congue:Upon the ſtage he neyer changed countenance, nor was at all 
daunted. W hen they all came ro the ſtake,they had their tongues looſed, | 
and were commanded to ſay their Creed, which they did chearfully : 
when they came to thoſe words, The holy Catholick Church, They were 
commanded to adde, of Rome, but that they all refuſed : whereupon 
theirnecks were broken in a trice:and then't was noiſed abroad that they 
had added thoſe words, and died, confeffing the Church of Rome to be 
the true Catholick Church, | 
There was in $7v// a private Congregation of Gods people, moſt of 
which the Inquiſitors conſumed in the fire,as they could diſcover any of 


| 


- {them ; amongſt others that were apprehended, they took four women, 


famous above the reſt for their holy and godly converſation, but eſpeci- 
ally the youngeſt of them,who was not above one and twenty years old, 
who by her diligent and frequent reading of the Scriptures,and by conte- 
rence with godly and learned men, had attained toa very great meaſure 
of knowledge : ſo that whilſt ſhe was in Priſon, ſhe non-plus'd and put 
to ſhame many of thoſe Friars that came to ſeduce her. 
Another of theſewomen was a grave Matron, whoſe houſe was a 
School of vertue,and a place where the Saints uſed to meer.8& ſerve God 
day and night; but the time being come wherein they were ripe for God, 
they,together with other of their neighbours, were apprehended and 
caſt into priſon, where they were kept in dark dungeons, and forced 
to endure all the cruel and extream torments which are before mention- 


ed: Arlaſt they were condemned, and brought forth to the ſcaffold a- 


in the merits of Jeſus Chriſt apprehended by faith, 8&c, Thar there was | 
no Pſatory : That the Popes pardons were of no value,&c. Ard for | 
he willing but deſirous to dic, and ready to ſuffer 
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moneſt other Priſoners : The young maid eſpecially came with a mer- 

ry and cheertu! countenance, as it were triumphing over the Inquiſicors, 

and having her tongue at liberry, ſhe began to ſing Pſalms to God, 

whereupon the Inquiſitors cauſed her tongueto be nipped by ſetting @' , ; «a 

Barnacle upon it : After ſentenceread, they were carried tothe place of | {Al 

execution, where with much conſtancy and courage they ended thei | 5. ...,. 

lives : Yet the Inquifitors not ſatisfied herewith, cauſed the houſe of the | © 

Matron where the Church uſed to meer, to __ down, and the | 

ground to be laid waſte, and a pillar to be erected upon it with an inſcri- ' Malice. 

prion ſhewing the cavſe, There was alſo apprehended another worthy 

member of the ſame Congregation called Ferdinando ; he was of a fer- Fe:vinando, 

vent ſpirit, and very zealous in doing good : A young man, bur for in- | 

tegrity of life very tamous : He had ſpent e'ght years in educating of 

youth, and had endeavoured to ſow the ſeeds of Piety in the hearts of 

his Scholars, as much as lay in him to do in atime of fo great perſecuti- | 

on and tyranny; being at the laſt apprehended for a Zatheran,he was caſt 

into priſon, and terribly tormented upon the Feobzt, and in the Trozeh, | His r:rments. 

whereby he was ſo ſhaken in every joynt, that when he was taken down, | 

he was not able to move any part of his body ; yet did thoſe cruel tor- | 

mentors diaw him by the hee)s into his priſon, as if hehad been a dead 

dog : But notwithſtanding all his rorments, he anſwered the Inquiſitors ! a pecial Pro- 

very ſtoutly, and would not yield tothem one jor, During his impri- | vidzace: 

ſonment God uſed him as an inſtrument to recal and confirme a Monk, | 

who had been caſt into priſon for contefling the Goſpelopenly - Bur by 

means of the Inquiſitors Aatteries and fair promiſes he had ſomewhat | tt, 

relented : Gods Providence ſo ordering it, thac Ferdinapdo was caſt in- | mity, 

to the ſame priſon, and finding the Monk wavering, he rebuked him | 

ſharply ; and afterwards having drawn him to a _— of, and ſorrow 

for his ſinne, he ar laſt ſtrengthned him in the promiſes of free grace and 

mercy ; Hereupon the Monk defired a day of hearing,where,betore the 

Inquiſitors, he ſolemnly renounced his recantation, defiring that his for- 

mer conteſſion might ſtand, whereupon the ſentence of death paſſed a- 

cainſt them both: after which the _ fitors asked Ferdinando whe- 

ther he would revoke his former hereſtes; to which he anſwered, That 

he had profeſſed nothing but what was azreeable to the pure and perfet? 

Word of God, and ought to be the profeſſion of every Chriftian man,and 

therefore he would ſtick to it to the death: T hen did they clap a Barnacle ups | Ex<cution, | 

' on his tongue, and fo they were burned together, | | 
There was alſo one Fuliano, called,The little, becauſe he was of a ſmall | | 

and weak body, who going into Germany, was there converſant with dis | Fuliens 

vers Jearned and godly men, by which means he attained to the know- | 

; ledge of the wk became a zealousProfeſſor of it,and earneſtly long- | 

| ingafter the falyation of his Countreymen, he undertook a very dange- | —_—_ 

' Tous work, which was to convey two great dry Fats full of Bibles | 

Printed in Spaniſh, into his own Countrey : Inthis attempt he had much |} 

| cauſe of tear, the Inquiſitors had ſo ſtopped every Port, and kept ſuch 4 ſpecial pro- 

' ſti watch, to prevent the coming in of all ſuch commodities; bur vi&o<. 
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through Gods mighty protection, he brought His burden ſafely hither, 


notwithſtanding the buſte ſearchers and catch-poles that watched in e- 
very. corner, Theſe Bibles being diſperſed, were moſt joytully and 
thankfully received, and through Gods blefſing wrought wonderfully 
amongſt Gods people to ripen them againſt thetime of harvelt, Bur at 
laſt the matter broke out by the means of a falſe brother, who going to 
the Inquiſitors played the Judas, and betrayed the whole Church to 
them.So that there were taken at S7w2l at one time, eight hundred Chrj- 
ſtjans,, whereof twenty of them were afterwards roaſted at one 
tire. | 

: Amongſt theſe, this Fuliano was one of the firſt that was apprehend- 
edand ſent to priſon, where he lay without any company iaden with 
irons above three years ; yet was his conſtancy 1o great and wonderful, 
that the tormentors themſelves were ſooner wearied in inflicting, than 
be in ſuffering rorments ; and notwithſtanding his weak and wearyith 


nies,ſo that he never departed from the rack more dejected than he came 


coit ; neither threatnings, nor pains, nortorments made him ſhrink or 
yield one jor to them : but when he was drawn back to his priſon, ic 
would tell his fellows how he had conquered. and confounded his ene- 


flie mith ſhame, they, flie with ſhame. 


 Intheday of; theirtriumph, when hewas brought out ro be apparel- 


| led (with his other fellow Prifoners) inall their ſhametul habits, lie ex- 


horted them with-a cheerful countenance,ſaying : My Brethren, be of good 
oheere,this i the houre wherein we muſt be faithful witneſſes unto God and his 
truth before men, as becomes the true / ervants and ſouldters of Chrift,and ere 
long we ſhall: have him ta witneſſe with us again : and within a few houres we 
ſhall triumph with him in heaven for ever , But hereupon they preſently 


| clap't a Barnacle upon his rongue that he ſhould ſpeak no more, and fo he 


was led to his execution ; but though he could not ſpeak, yer by his 
countenance and geſtares heſhewed his cheerful and quiet minde: Then 
kneeling down, -he kiſſed the ſtep whereon he ſtood, and being tyed ro 
the ſtake, he endeavoured by his looks and geſtures to encourage his 
fellow Martyrs.in their ſufferings, and ſo they quietly and patiently re- 
Gened up their ſpirits unto God, 

T here was alſo Fohz Leon, a Tailor by Trade,who out of a blinde de- 
vyotion to ſerve God, reſolved toenter intoa Monaſtery, but by Gods 
Providence it ſo: fell out thathe entred into a Cloiſter at $;vi/, wherein 
moſt of the Monks were well affected to the true Religion, amongſt 
whom in two-or three years ſpace, he was ſo grounded in the principles 
of Religion. that he reſolved to keave that kinde of lite, which according. 
ly he did,and went into the Countrey,yetafter a time he had a great mind 
to conterre with his former Schoolmaſters: but when hecame back to 
the Cloiſter , he found that they were all fled ins> Germany; hereupon 


po reſolved to follow them, and through many dangers and perils, it 


pleated 
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| 


body, yet he remained undaunted in mind in undergoing all their tyran- | 


mies, ſaying, They depart wanquifhed,they depart vanquiſhed; The wolwes | 


| 


and, which was almoſt miraculous, he conveyed them fate into $741, | 
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pleaſed God at laſt after a long and tedious journey, to bring him {aſe to 
Franck/urt, where he met with ſome of his old acquaintance, and with 
chem he travelled ro Geneva ; About which time Queen Mary {uddenly 
dying, and Queen Elizabeth of bleſſed Memory ſuccceding her , the 
Engliſh Exiles that lived in thoſe parts were called home : wherenpan | 

diveis Spaniards that ſojourned at Geneva,thinking Exelard a fitter place | 

for their Congregation, reſolved to accompany the Englith men: and | 

for this end they diſperſed themſelves into ſeveral companies that they | 

might travel with the more ſafery : The Inquiſicors took the departure | | 
of theſe Monks fo1ll, that not ſparing any coſt, they ſent their Flies a- Zc9m aveth to- 
broad to apprehend them, who way-laid them , elpecially ar Colley, | *® &"2/and: 
Franckfurt, Antwerp,and in all the ways that led from Geneva, This Foha 

Leon had got him a companion, with whom he travelled rowards Ez- 

land, who being diſcovered at Argentine, were dogged into Zealand, and 

as they were ready to take ſhip, they were apprehended. Fohn Leon took. 

his arreſt very compoſedly, never changing countenance at it: They were 

preſently carried back into the Town,where they were miſerably racked 1 appreben- 
to diſcover their fellows, and not long after were ſhipped for Spain, © 

having great irons, wrought like anet, that covered both head and tace, 

within which alſo was another piece of iron made likea tongue; which 

being-thruſt inro their mouths crook away their ſpeech ; they were alſo gen to S9aine. 
loaden with other engins and fetters of 1ron,wherewith they were bound 

hand and foot, and in theſe continual pains and torments they lay a-thip- 

board till they came into Spazz, and then-Fohn Leon was ſent to: $zv2l, | 


| and his companion to Yalidelid, where afterwards in defence oj the truth 


he ſuffered Martyrdome: But Fohn remained long in priſon, where he 
taſtgd of the Inquiſitors tyranny,ſuffering both hunger and cold,anden- 

| O "| Tocmented, 
during all theirtorments one after another, and at laſt was brought-ous | 


in their ſolemn ſhew, arrayed ater their uſual manner ; Ic was a {ad fight 
to (ce ſuch a ghoſt as he was, his hair ſo grown, his body ſo lean, thar | 
he had nothing but skin and bones left on him, and his pain much en- | 
creaſed by having a Barnacle upon his tongue : Atter ſentence of death 
pronounced upon him, they ſet his tongue at liberty hoping that he 
would have recanted, but he madea ſtout and godly Contefhon of tus | 
faith, and ſoquietly ended his Ute in the flames, There was alſo burned | 
at the ſame time a godly Virgin, that had formerly been a Nun, bur be- |, _ "a 
ing, through Gods grace, converted,ſhe left her Cloiſter,and joyned her | 7 
ſelt ro the Church of Chriſt : Being apprehended by the Inquiſitors | x madswuger- 
ſhe was intreated as others had been before her : and ar laſt was brought inz2, 42d mar- 
out to the Scaffold, where with a manly courage the put the Inquifitors 7 
oa foul toil, not only conſtantly affirming the truth, but ſharply rebu- | 
king thoſe fathers, calling chem dumb dogs,a generation of vipers, &c. | 
being brought to the ſtake, with a cheerful countenance ſhe underwent | 
the pains of death, and ſo quietly flept in che Lord. | 
There was alſo one Chriſtopher Loſada, 4 —_— a learned man 


and very well ſtudied in the Sc.jptures, as alſo of a very holy converſa- chriſtopher Lo- 


| tion, inſomuch as he was choſen Super-intendent of the C hurch of Chriſt {##-- 
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T be Original, Progreſſe, and Praflice 


in $ivil, which at this time was very great, though diſperſed into cor- 
ners : Atlaſt he was apprehended by the Inquifitors, before whom he 
made a good Confeſſion of his faith, tor which he endured haid and 
ſharp impriſonment, with moſt cruel rorments, and the opea infamy of 
their ſolemn ſhew, and laſtly was adjudged to the fire: As he ſtood ar 
the ſtake, the Barnacle being taken from his rongue,he diſputed notably 
with ſome Monks that came to ſeduce him; and when they ſpake Latin 
that the common People might not underſtand them, Loſada alſo began 
to ſpeak in Latin ſo copiouſly and eloquently,as was ſtrange to hear thar 
he ſhould have his wits fo freſh when he was ready to be burned : at- 
2 which he patiently reſigned up his ſpirit unto God in the 
re. 

There was alſo in $:vil one Arias, a man of a ſharp wit and well-ſtu- 
died in Divinity, but withal of a crafty wit and inconſtant nature , 
which. vices he yet covered with a cloke of Religion, whereby he de- 
ceived many : About this rime there were alſo in that City two forts of 
Preachers, and both had a great number of Auditors : The one taught 
School-Divinity, and were continually calling upon their hearers to of- 
ten faſtings, mortification, ſelf-denial, frequency of Prayer, humilfty, 
&c. But themſelves practiſed nothing leflſe than theſe things: and in- 
deed all their Religion conſiſted in works and bodily exerciſes, as run- 
ning to Maſſes, hallowed places,ſhrift, &c, The other ſort dealt more 
ſincerely with the holy Scriptures : out of which they declared what 
was true hard: and perfect holineſle : by means whereof that 
City aboye all others in Spar, bore the name for juſt and true dealing ; 
and it pleaſed God that the brightneſle of this light did diſcover all the 
counterfeit holineſſe;and Pharaſaical devotion of the other party 3 The 
chief Labourers in this harveſt were Conſtantino, eAgidins,and Varquires, 
all Doctors,and ſober, wiſe,and learned men;who by this kind of preach- 
ing procured to themſelves many enemies;but above all others, Arias was 
the moſt ſpiteful and malicious; yet he carried it ſo cunningly, that he 
ſill kept up his reputation with theſe men ; but it was not Jong betore 
he diſcovered himſelf : and that upon this occaſion; There was one Ruz/- 
#5, alearned man, queſtioned before the Inquiſitors , for ſomething 
that he had delivered in a Sermon about the Controverſies in Religion; 
The Inquiſitors appointed him a day of hearing ; and two or three days 
before, Arias met him, faluted him courteouſly,and diſcourſed familiar- 
ly with him;then did he pump out of him, all thoſe Arguments where- 
with he intended to defend himſelt before the Inquifitors : When the 


day came, and Ruzims mn Arias went on that ſide where his op- 
ponents were, which much amated Rzz7z,and in the diſputation, Arias be- 
ing prepared, did ſo wittily enervate all his Arguments, that Ruzizs had 
nothing to ſay for himſelf, and ſo was fain to yield thecauſe, and 4714s 


went away with the honour of the field, though he got it by treachery, 
Yet did this Arias,being of Saint 1ſidores Moniſtery,preach ſo practical. 
ly, that a great light began to dawn inthat dark place; tor the whole 
{ſcopeof his. Sermons was to overthrow all their Profeſſion ; he ranghr 
chem 
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them that ſinging and ſaying of their Prayers day and night was no ſer-_ | 
vice of God, thar the holy Scriptures were to be read and ſtudied with. | _ | 
ciligence, whence alone the true ſervice of God could be drawn, and 
which alone teach us the true obedience to his. Will, to the obtaining 
whereot we muſt uſe Prayer as a means, proceeding as well from a ſenſe. 
and feeling of our own infirmities, as grounded upon a perfe& truſt and: 
confidence in God, 

By laying theſe foundations, through Gods bleſſing, he began to make | , 
chem out of love with their Monkiſh Superſtition, and much provaked 
them to the ſtudy of the holy Scriptures, Beſides alſo his. Sermons, he | 
read daily a lecture upon Solomo;zs Proverbs very learnedly,and made ap- 
plication thereof with good judgement and diſcretion; alſo in his pri- 
vate conference he did much good. The Lord alfo ſo. ordered ic in bis} 
wiſdome,that he merwith Schollers that were very tractable, ſuch as | 
were got greatly wedded to their Superſtitions, And ſuch was the 
forceand might of Gods Ele&ion, that theſe few good feeds fo fructi- 
fied, thatintheend they brought forth a great encreaſe of godli- | 
neſſe, Fordivers of the Monks, that hereby had their conſciences 
awakened and cleared to ſee their former hypocriſte and idolatry, 
ſought out for further inſtrutions, and, through Gods mercy , they | , gecial Pro- 

light upon thoſe Preachers which taught the truth wich more fin- |.vicznce. 
cerity : of whom they learned rhe Principles of pure and perfect Re- 
ligion, ſo that by degrees they left that evil opinion which! they had 
formerly conceived againſt the Zutherans, and were defirous to read 
their books: And God miraculouſly provided for them , that they 
had all forts of books brought them that were extant at that time , 
either in Genevaor Germany: whereby it came to paſſe that there were 
very few in all that cloiſter but they had ſome taſte of true Religion 
and Godlineſſe, ſo that inſtead of mumbling their matrens, they brought 
in Divinity-lectures, &c, Vain faſting was turned into Chriſtian ſobr1e- 
ty,neither were any tanght to be Monkiſh, but to be ftncerely and tru- 
ly religious. 

- Bur conſtdering that when this ſhould be once known they could nor 
live in any ſafety,they refolvedamongſt themſelves to forſake their neſt, 
and to flie into Germany, where they might enjoy more ſafecy of cher 
lives,and freedome of their conſciences; Burt how to get thither was all ! 
the difficulty; If one or two ſhould go firſt, the reſt would be expoſed 
to danger : if many ſhould go together, a thouſand to one bur they 
would be taken again, being to travelfrom the furtheſt part ot Spazne 
into Germany : yet upon debate they concladed, that they muſt all &- 
ther ſpeedily depart,or ſhortly be apprehended by the Inquiſitors , who 
now had got ſome inkling of the matter ; And God ſeeing them in this 
Jiſtrefle,ſhewed then a means how,under an honeſt pretence , 2 dozen 
of them might depart together withina month, and each berake him- 
{elfa ſeveral way towards Geneva, where they appointed, by Goas atht- 
ſtance, all ro meet within a twelve month; . The reſt which were but 
young novices were left behind , who yet not long after _ ſo 

reng- | 


— 
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trengthned by God, that they endured the brunt of perſecution 
whenit came, three of them being burned, and divers others diverſly 
uniſhed, | 
F The aforementioned ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt forſook that place 
where they lived in honour, eaſe and plenty, and by undertaking, for 
Chriſts ſake,a voluntary exile, expoſed themſelvesto ſhame, ignominy, 
wants, yea and were in continual danger of their livesalſo: And under | 
God, Arias was a or means of this, who,by his miniſtry, -bad firſt in- 
lightned them with the knowledge of the truth: for which he was 
often complained of to the Inquiſitors, and was convented before them, 
where he ſo cunningly anſwered the matter, that he was ſtill diſchar- 
oed; But hislaſt apprehenſton, through the mercy of God, brought 
forth in him the fruits of true repentance ; for he did ſo deeply and 
unfainedly bewail , and repent of his tormer with-holding of the truth 
in unrighteouſneſle , that whereas he uſed to be exceeding fearful of 
the Rack, he being brought to it and upon it, with a marvellous con- 
ſtancy withſtood the enemies of Gods truth, and took up the Inquiſt- 
tors roundly : withil relling them that He was heartily ſorry, and did 
molt earneſtly repent him, tor that he had wittingly and willing!y 
in their preſence impugned the truth againſt the godly defenders of 
the ſame: Many other ſharp rebukes he gave to the Inquiſitors ſo 
often as he came to his anſwer: Bur atlaſt he was brought forth 
arraied in their accuſtomed manner upon their day of triumph, at 
which time he alſo made a notable Profeſſion of his faith, and ſo was led 
from the ſtage to the ſtake witha merry and chearful countenance , 
where,by the notable example of his repentance at his death, he made 1a- 
| His Mutyr- | cisfaRtion to the Church of Chriſt tor all his former unfaithful and bypo- 
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critical dealing with chem,and ſo quietly flept in the Lord, 
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The Life of Door ZEgidio. 


R, #zidio, who is before mentioned , was brought up in the U- 

_# njverſity of Alcala, where he tookall his degrees, and was a hard 
Student 1n School-divinity : but the ſtudy of the holy Scriptures was 
| there ſonegleRted and contemned, that it any one read it, he was in 
| Grofſe ji2yo- | contempt and ſcorn called a good Bibler, Afterwards being publick 
_y Reader of Divinity in that Univerſity, he grew famous all oyer Chriſten- 
| dome, and was ſent far to $7vil to be Divinity-Reader in the Cathedral 
Church,where he was ſo highly eſteemed,that ſoon after he was choſen 
Sub-Deane, yet did he not attempt to preach openly , nor had once 
| fo much as opened the Bible ro read and ſtudy the Scriptures: And 
' therefore the firſt time that he came into the Pulpit, contrary to all 
, mens expectations, he was found fo unfit for ſuch a fonCtion , that 
| he grew out of conceit with himſelf, and was contemned by 0- 
thers, inſomuch as they tell ro repent themſelves, the one for ad- 
| 'mitting him ſo anadviſedly, the other for raking upon him that —_ 
0 


| 
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| ſo arrogantly:Bur having paſled over ſome time;ir fo tell out that te met 
with a plain” man, which gave him ſuch inſtruRions, that after a few 
kours conference he learned by him what the office and duty of a Preach- 
er was, and by what means he might attain thereto; and, through Gods 
bleſſing, his advice was fo effectual, that now Dr, . # g14io was quite al- 
tered and become anew man, thinking all his former life and Jabour ill 
ſpent, and therefore he reſolved to ſteer another courſe ; He alſo fell in- 
co acquaintance with Doctor Conſtantino, a man excellently well | 
learned, by whoſe conferenceand advice he profited marvellouſly in | 
his ſtudies, fell to the reading of good Authors, and grew to profound | 
knowledge in the holy Scriptures: ſo that after a time, he began to | 
= as learnedly, godly, and zealouſly, as he had before done coldly, | 
ooliſhly, and unskiltully : Then did his hearers finde the marvellons force! 
of that doctrine, which was taught them by theſe three worthy men, | 
Agidio, Conſtantino, and Varquia, ſo that the more they crept our of — ho 
their former ignorance and grew in knowled ge, the more they elteemed 
and honoured them, =, 
Hereupon there were daily complaints made againſt them to the In- | 
quiſttors, eſpecially againſt Dotor <Agidio, who did more openly than 
the reſt inveigh againſt the adverſaries of the truth, Bur it {o fell out 
by Gods Providence, that juſt ar the ſame time the Emperour Charles | 
the fitch, in reſped of his 7 wed learning and integrity of lite , elected. | 
him to the Biſhoprick of Dortos: Then did thoſe hypocritical Tnquiſt- | 7ei4 choſen 
cors beſtir chemſelves- on all hands, citing him to come before them, | *'*: 
where articles were exhibited againſt him, and thereupon they caſt him | y,;; ec, 
into priſon, and examined him, But the Emperour,who had elected him | red. 
to the Biſhoprick, and the whole Chapter of the Cathedral Charch in | '®?riſoucd, 
$7vil, became very earneſt Sutors to the Inquiſitors jn his behalf, 

It fell out alſo that juſt at the ſame time, whilſt - £2140 was in priſon, 
three of his greateſt adverſaries amongſt the Inquiſitors, and the prime | g,,q, judae- 
enemies againſt the truth, ſickned, and died ſhortly one afrer another ,| ment on Per- 
whereby he was releaſed, and lived foure or five years after; at the end | *vors. 
whereof he was ſent upon an Embaſſie, in which journey he viſited the| q\,....z 
brethren that profeſſed the truth in Yal;dolid, and much comforted and 
confirmed them ; bur in his return home, his aged body being ſore ſha- | 
ken in that long journey, having not been uſed to travel of along while 
before, he ſickned, and withina few days departed out of this trouble- 
ſomelite to everlaſting reſt, 

But within three yearsafter,the new Inquiſitors thinking that the for- 
mer had dealt too gently with him, digged him out of his grave, and 
buried in his place a puppet of ſtraw; then they brought his corps upon 
the Scaffold, and uſed it in the ſame ſort as they would have uſed him- 
ſelf it he had been alive, 
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The life of Dofor Conſtantino. 


| Þ rm Conſtantivo of whom mention hath been made before, was 
| # a moſt famous Divine, and endued by God with ſuch rare abilities 
as the like were hardly found in that age;he was a man of a very pleaſant 
wit, and wondrous facetious, which he eſpecially uſed againſt the hy- 
| pocritical Monks and Friars z and though he lived in a barbarous 
age, wherein all good learning was almoſt loſt, yer by his wit and 
induſtry he attained to a great deal of skill both in Latin, Greek , 
and Hebrew, and was alſo an excellent Oratour : and ſtudied the 
Scriptures ſo hard, that he grew very exquiſite therein ; He was 
alſo ſo eloquent in his own language, that all his Auditors were broughe 
iAto a great admiration of him ; He was very diſcreet in all his do- 
ings - which parts he attained ro, both by his ſtudy and long pre: 
and experience, bur eſpecizlly by profound knowledge in the holy 
Scriptures, 

Whenſoever he preached, there was ſo great a relort to his Ser- 
mons, 'that three or foure houres before he began, there was ſcarce 
a place in the Church co be gotten, He was farre from covetonſneſle 
| and ambition, inſomuch as having a good Canonſhip in the Church 
of Toledo proffered him, he refuſed it , rogerher with divers other 
Preferments. In his Miniſtry in $:vi1 hedid ſo plainly ſer forth , and 
ſo ſharply rebuke thoſe huckſters that ſold indulgences,pardons,&c. That 
| they were much incenſed againſt him, tearing that he would prove a 
plague to the whole generation of them, ſo that they hated him dead- 
ly, yet could finde nothing whereof tq accuſe him, bur what would re- 
hand to their own ſhame, 

Burt for all this he neglected not to preach che truth fairhfully , 
though he knew that they lay at catch, waiting for an opportunity to 
enſnare him; And it was the fingular Providence of God that that 
City ſhould enjoy ſuch preaching , when there were ſo many pow- 
;erful and malicious enemies to oppoſe ir. For at this time Yar- 
guio read ypon the Goſpel according to Matthew , and upon the 
Pſalmes: 1 gidio preached daily;and Conſtantine, though not ſo often, 
yet toas great fruit and edification, thus continuing till God ſent ſtorms 
r0 try each mans faith , In the midſt of which tempeſt Yarquio dyed, 
and Conſtantine was ſent for by the Emperour to be his houſhold 
| Chaplain: ,only e# gidio was Jett alone, like a Lamb amongſt wolves, 
to be the object of their fury, of whoſe end we have heard before ; af- 
ter whoſe death Conſtaxtine left the Emperours Court, and returned 
t9. Sivil, where he preached the Goſpel with as much zeale as e- 
ver he did before: Then was he choſen to preach. every other 
day inche Cathedral, which he refuſed, becauſe of a great fir of fick- 


dertake it, though he was ſo weak a creature , that ſometimes he 


His weaknefle. have fain to be carried to Church, and by reaſon of his faintneſſe was 


neceſſitated 


neſſe which had made him very weak, but he was forced to un-} 


The life of Dr. Conſtantino. | 259. 
neceſſitated once or twice ih a Sermon to Urink a drauvht of wine | 
torefreſh himſelf, Abour this time there was one Seibario, a man f{a- f | 
mous for life and learning , choſen by the Magiſtrates of the City | 
tro the Government of the Colledge of Children, who out of his 
zeal ro promote the Goſpel converted his Stipend, to the erefting | ; 
of a Divinity-lecure in the Cathedral Church; and Conſt tntine , Choſen Diyt- 
having recovered his health, was choſen to read it ; who perforined jr | *y-LeQurer, 
excellently well, beginning with the Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes , and the 
Camticles; which having paſſed through very learnedly, He began | 
upon the book of Fob, and proceeded to expound more than half of | 
it, But ſome evil ſpirit envying the Progrefle of the Goſpel in chi | 
City, under a pretence of fervent zeal,cauſed him to forſake this courſe, 
and encombred him ſo many ways, that he was never clear of thoſe trou- | | 
bles to his dying day. 

For not long after he was brought before the Tnquiſitors, and had ma- | 
ny things laid to his charge z yet by his quick and ready afſwets he eaſily 
avoided them, and they could not by any means bring hitn to take an 0- 

n Proteſtation of his faith,by which all their hope was to circutavent 
Fim z and fo he might have eſcaped, had not God,by aTpecial Providence, 
compelled him as it were briefly and plainly ro confefle his faith; The oc- 
caſion was this. | "8 

There was one 1ſabel Martin apprehended,in whoſe houſe Conſtanjime | 
had hid ſome ſpecial books for fear of the Inquificors : This womans 
goods being ſequeſtred, her ſon conveyed divers cheſts of her beſt goods ' = 
away to another place, This coming to the Inquiſitors ears by means of w_—_ 
an unfaithtul ſervant, they ſent their Officer irnmiediately to demand a fraye 
thoſe Cheſts: The womans ſonne ſuppoſing that the Officer came | Providence, * 
for Conſtantines books , ſaid unto him, 1 Enom what you coms for, | | 
and therefore if you will promiſe me upon your honeſt word 06 
part quietly, I will bring you! to them : the Officer ſuppoſing that. he 
meant the Cheſts, promiſed him fo to do : Then did he carry him into a | 
ſecret place, and Fucking fortha ſtone or two in the wall, ſhewed him | 
Conſtantines Jewels; of paper indeed; but fafre more precious thah 
gold or pearle; the Officer aſtoniſhed to finde that which he looked 
not for, told him that he came for no ſuch thing , but for certain 
Chefts of his mothers goods, which- tie had purloined from the. Se- 
queſtrators; and that notwithſtanding his promiſe, he muſt catry both | 
him and his books to the Inquificors : Thus came- Conflantines wri- ' 
tings into the Inquiſitors hands, out of which they quickly - found | 
matter enough againſt him, - Then did they ſend for him befote 
them, and demanded if he knew his own hand ,, .he+ ſhifted . it off 
at the firſt, but afterwards perceiving that it was' the Will of God 
that he ſhould bear witnefſe to the truth, he confeſſed ic to, be his | = 
own writing , proteſting opehily that alt thitiss "rherein contathed | © | 
were full of truth and figcerity ; Therefore, ſaid he, trouble your = 4 
ſelves no further in ſeeking Witneſſes agaitſt me, ſeeing” yeu have [0 Courage. 
plain andapert a Confeffion of my judgtnetit and faith , bur teal with 
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| two Whole years, where partly by occaſion of 
| chiefly of grief to ſee ſuch 


| he might avojd the ſhame and punithment of his herefies, And againit 


| being able to endure the extream heat of the Sunne, which made his 
[priſon like an hot houſe, he was forced to ſtrip himſelf to his very thi, 
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me as,you ſhall pleaſe ; Then was he caſt into priſon, and kept there 

us corrupt dyet, but | 
wefly | havock made of the. poor Church of 
"Chriſt, which himſelf and his brethren had with ſo grear pains and 
care planted and watered, he began firſt to be crazy, and then nor 


wherein helay day and night,by occaſion whereofhe tell into the bloody 
flux, ang within fifteen days died inthe ſtinking priſon, rendring up,his 
ſoul to Chriſt, for promoting of whoſe glory he had ofr times mantully 
'adventured it, | | 

" Henever indeed felt thoſe cruel rorments which the Inquiſitors uſed 
to inflict upon others, but it was not becauſe they regarded ſuc! a man 
of eminency as he was, bur becauſe they intended to delay his puniſh- 
ment by keeping him long in priſon, not expecting that he ſhould ſo 
ſuddenly have been taken out of their hands. Yet did theſe Imps of 
Satan ſpread abroad a report, that before his death upon the Rack 
he had confeſſed ro them who were his diſciples ; and this they did | 
ro make men come in and accuſe themſelves, upon hope to finde the | 
more favour with the Inquiſitors ; They reported alſo that he opc- | 
ned one of his veins with a broken glaſſe whereof he died, that fo 


the day of their ſolemn triumph , his corps was taken out of his 


[The Perſecution of Nicholas Burton Engliſhman, 
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rave, and {etina Pulpit, with one hand reſting on the Desk, and 
holding up the other, juſt as heuſed ro do when he preached : Then 
they pale ſentence upon him, and fo afterwards cauſed him to bc 
burned. | 

Thus we have ſeen jn ſome few examples the rage of theſe bloody 
Inquifitors againſt, the poor Saints and Servants of Jeſus Chriſt , 
whereof a great. number were cruelly murthered in a few years ſpace 
in that one City of Sivil, whereby we may partly gueſſe how great 
numbers have ſuffered in all other places, fince the light ot the 
glorious Goſpel of . Jeſus Chriſt brake forth, untill this day under their 
ctuel and bloudy tyranny, | 

*CColledted out of a book called, The Diſcovery of the Spaniſh Inqui- 
< ſition, &c, Firſt written,in Latin by Reynold Gonſalvins Monta- 
""-C ps, and afterwards tranſlated into Engliſh. 
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tate ad 


by the Inquiſitors in Spain, Anno 1560, 


a His Barton .Wasa Citizen of London, who being about his mer- | 
_ chandiſe at Cadiz in Spazn, there came to his lodging one of f 
the Familiars, *defiring to take lading to Londoy in the thip which 
Burton had fraited; and -this he did, that he might learn where his 
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7 be Martyrdome of Nicholas Burton. 1 . 2by | 


ee nu a re ng 


' 0045 were ; Preſently after came a Serjeant who apprehended Bur | 
707, and carried himaway to the Inquifttors, who , though they could. 
. | charge Him with nothing ſpoken or written againſt them fince he 

| came to Spain, yet they ſent him to the filthy common priſon, 
where he remained in irons fourteen dayes amongſt Thieves: In 
which time he ſo inſtructed the poor Priſoners in the Word of God, | 
that in ſhort ſpace he had well reclaimed many of thoſe ignorant | 35d: P:ovi- 
and ſuperſtitious ſouls : which being known to the Inquiſitors, they |: 
preſently removed him, Jaden wit" irons, from thence to Sivil, and Put!! x3. is fore to 
| him into the more cruel priſon in the Caſtle of T71a7a, where the Inqui- | $i. | 
fitors proceeded againſthmw after'fiteir* accuſtomed- cruel manner, by 
i racking, &c, Neither could he get leave to write to, or ſpeak with' 
any of his Countreymen: Afterwards they brought him forth with mas 
ny other godly perſons upon their publick day of triumph, in his Sams, 
bito painted all over with ugly devils tormenting a ſoul in flames of 
fire, and with a Barnacle upon his tongue, where®he received ſentence ce rres 
of death, and ſo with the reſt was carried to the place of execution to ; 
be burnt; and he endured the flames with ſo much patience and; 
cheerfulneſſe of countenance, that his Popiſh adverſaries ſaid, that the 
| Devil had his ſoul before he came to the fire, whereby his ſenſe of .feel- 
ing was taken away : They alſo ſequeſtred all his goods , which; could 
neyer be recovered out of their hands, though great means were uſed for 
theſame, This was in Queen Marzes days, | 

There was burned with himat the Go time another Engliſhman :! 

and not long after two more;; called” Fbh# Baker rand Willians Burgate : John Bejer. 
And about the ſame time William Burges, Maſter of an Engliſh ſhip was = ny 
burned there alſo: and William Hooker, a youth of abour ſixteen, was , Fill. Hooker, 
there ſtoned to death for the bold profeſſion of his faith, 
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Cuae. XXVII. 


T be Perſecution of the Church of Chriſt in Italy , 
which began, Anno Chriſti, 1155. 


Nno Chrifti, 115 5. Adrian the fourth, an Exgliſh man, being 
Pope, there was one Arnald of Brixia, who coming to Rome, prea- 
ched boldly againſt the corruptions which were crept into the Church, 
and found great fayour amongſt the Senators , and people, inſomuch | 
as when rhe Pope commanded this Arnald to be driven away as an j * 
Heretick, they reſiſted his command, and defended Arzald, till at laſt. 
che Pope interdicting the whole City, at the imporrunity of the Cler- | 
gy, the Senators and Citizens were forced to ſend him away : and 
ſhortly after he was apprehended by the Popes Legat, Cardinal of Sr, 
N:tchol.zs, out of whoſe hands he was reſcued by the Vicounts of Campa- 
zy, with whom he remained , and to whom he preached che Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and was had in ſuch eſteem thac he was accounted a Pro- 
ber. \ :.-; 545051 x00 04] 
; Shortly after, Frederick Barbaroſſa the Emperour, coming unto 1raly 
to be crowned, the Pope ſent ſome Cardinals to him, requeſting*thar 
he would deliver Arnald of Brixia into their hands, whom the ' Vi- | 
counts of Campania had taken from his Legar ar Otriculi, whom: they, 
held for a Propher 1n their Countrey , and greatly honoured' him, | 
The Emperour receiving theſe commands from the Pope, preſently | 
ſent forth his Apparitors, and rook one of ghe Vicounts priſoner, where- = DEE 
with the other were fo terrified, that they delivered up Arzald to the 1M 
Cardinals ; and this the Emperour did to gratifie the.Pope that was to 
of cheImperial Crown upon his head, ; 
|” Nortlong after the Pope being in his Ruff, marching with a brave 
/ | Army into Apulia, commanded his Prefet at Rome to do execution 
upen Arzald, who accordingly meſt cruelly, firſt hanged , and then 
burned him for an Arch-heretick at the appointment - of the | 
Pope. | | 
"This Arnald was born in Italy, and was trained up under Peter Abai- | 
lardus in France: His hereftes were, that he preached againſt the | 
Pride and Covetouſneſſe of the Clergy and Monks > That he. in- 
veighed againſt the corruptions which were crept into the Sacraments , | 
&c. He firſt Preached in Brixia, and expounded to the people the (a- 
cred Scriptures , who earneſtly embraced” his doctrine ; whereupon the ! 
Biſhops and Monks of that City complained of him to the Council | 
that was held at Rome by ry Innocent, who (to prevent the ſpreading | 
of his Doctrine ) injoyned him ſilence, and baniſhed him 7/aly. Then | 
did he go beyond the Alps intoa Town of Grrmayy called Twrengum,, 
where, fora time he preached the truth, and did mach good, Ts i | 
eard | 
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A ſpecial Pro- 


Faninus, 


| 


where remained in great miſery for the ſpace of fifteen months , | 
looking for nothing bur preſent death : but atlaſt, through chemarve]- | 


ſon doors ſtanding wide open, and a ſecret motion in his minde to 


make an eſcape, whereupon going out of priſon witha leaſurely pace, 
he went without 


Germany, 


w?s able to inſtru others : and though he durſt not go out of the 


'| diſmiſſed out of priſon, 


 W- 


heard of the dearh of Pope 1nnocent his old Adverſary : at which time 
he returned into 1raly, and went toRowe,where what his ſucceſlew as we 
heard before : after bis body was burnt, they gathered up his aſhes, and 
threw theminto the River Tybur. otho _ Friſeng. 

Anno Chriſti, 15 4.6. There was one Encenas, or Driander, a Spa- 
»iard, born in Bruges, who in his youth was ſent by his ſuperſtitious Pa- ' 
rents to be educated in Rowe,where in proceſs of time,through God mer- 
cy,he came to the knowledge of the trath,and thereupon manifeſting his 
diſlikes of the impure doctrine of the Church ene be was betrayed by 
ſome of his own Countrymen and houſhold friends, and by them carried 
before the Cardinals, who committed him to ſtrait priſon: and atter- 
wards, being called forth to declare his judgement in matters of Religi- | 
on, he gave anotable teſtimony ro the truth before the Cardinals and | 
the Popes whole retinue, whereupon they cried out upon him that he } 
ſhould beburned ; yet the Cardinals proffered him life, if he would | 
wear the Sambito: but he conſtantly retuſed to wear any other badge , | 
fave the badge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was, to ſeal his Profefſi- | 
on with his blood: Hereupon he was condemned tothe fire, and fut- | 
fered Martyrdome with great patience and conſtancy, His brother Fraz- | 
cis Encenas, a verylearned and godly man as any was in Spain, being in 
the Emperours Court at Bruxels, offered to Charles the fifth the New 
Teſlament tranſlated into Spaniſh, for which he was caſt into priſon , 


] 


lous Providence of God, at eight a clock at night he found the pri- 


interruption , aud fo from thence went ſtrait into 


Anno 1550, There was at Ferrara one Faninms, who by reading 
of good books, was through Gods grace, converted to the knowledge 
of 0, truth, wherein he tound ſuch ſweetneſſe, that by conſtant read- 
ing, meditation and prayer, he grew ſo expert in the Scriptures, that he 


bounds of his calling to preach openly, yet by conference and private 
exhortations he did good to many: This coming to the knowledge of 
the Popes Clients, they apprehended and committed him to priſon , 
where by the earneſt ſolicitations of his wife and children, and other 
friends, he was fo evercome, that he renounced the truth, and ſo was 
But it was not long before the Lord met with 
him : ſo that falling into horrible torture of conſcience, he was nearun- | 
ro utter deſpair for his Apoſtacy, and for-preferring the love of his 
kindred and friends before the ſervice of Jeſus Chriſt , neither could 
be poſſibly by any means be free from theſe terrours, before he had 
fully reſolved to adventure his life more faithfully in the ſervice of the 
Lord, Wherefore being thus inflamed with an holy zeal , he went a- 
bout all the Countrey , doing much good whereſoever he came, 


waere-| 


mm 


"= % ba ! ” o | I | 

The Perſecutin of the Church of Chriſt in Ttaly. 265 | 
whereupon he was again apprehended, and caſt into priſon; and - con-! 
derrned to be burnt : but be told his Judges thar his rime was not yet | A propheſie. 
come, and (o it tell out; for ſhortly after he was removed to Ferrara, 
where he continued in prifon two years; Then was he again condem- 
ned by the Popes Inquiſttorsz and yet his time being not come ; he 
remazned a good while after in priſon: in which time many godly 
people came toviſit him, which cauſed the Pope to comm-->d him to 
be kept more ſtrictly: Then was he kept clole Priſoner tor eighteen 
moneths, wherein he endured many and great torments : After this; he 
was brought into another priſon, where were many. Nobles, grear Lords 4 ſpecial Pxo- 
and Captains tor ſtirring up ſedition , who when they firſt heard* him © 
ſpeak, fer him at naught and derided him : and ſome of the graveſt of | 
chem, ſuppoſing it to be but a melancholy humour, exhorted him | 
ro leave his opinion , &c, Faninws gave them thanks for their 
friendly good will, but withal, modeſtly and plainly he declared to 
chem, that the doctrine which he wars was no humour nor opini- 
on of mans braine, bur the pure cruth of God held forth in his Word , 
which truch he was fully reſolved never to deny,&c, With which in- 
ſtructions they were,through the mercy of God, clean altered in their 
carriage and jupgement , highly admiring and honouring him 'now , 4 
whom little before they derided and contemned; Then did he pro - +4 
ceed ſtill ro impart the Word of grace to them, declaring,that@ough he 
knew himſelt to be a miſerable finner , yer through taich "in Jeſus 
Chriſt and his grace, he was fully perſwaded that . his fins were torgiven; | 
aſſuring them likewiſe that if they did*repent and believe . on our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they alſo ſhoyld have their finnes remitted anto | 
them. 

There vere in that priſon alſo ſome that having formerly lived 
very delicately, could not now endure the hardſhip of priſon, to 
whom he adminiſtred much comfort in chis their diſtreſſe, inſo- 
much as they rejoyced in Weſe their ſufferings, by. which | 
they had learned a betrer kind of liberty than ever they had 
before, | 

His Kinsfolk hearing of his impriſonment , his wife and ſiſter came 
ro him, pitifully weeping and increating him to conſider and remerm- | Tenation. +: 
| ber his poor family, &c, To whom he 'anſwered, that his Lord | © 
and Maſter had commanded him not to deny his truth for his fami- | 
lies ſake: and that it was too much that once for their ſakes he had 
fallen into that Cowardiſe , which they knew of: Therefore he deſired 
them to leave him, and not to ſolicit bim any further in that kind , 
for he knew that his end now drew near , and ſo he commended thems to 
the Lord, | 

Preſently after, the Pope ſent a command that Faninus ſhould be | 
executed, whereof when an officer brought him word , he much re- | 
joycedat it, thanking the Meflenger: Then did he begin to make a 
long exhortation to his tellow-priſoners about the felicity of the life | 
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{ 4 ſpecial Pro- 
vidence, 
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Donunicus. 


Apprehended. 


| o 
Conſtancy. 


Thanks for 
ſufferings. 


| death year blood and water « To whom he anſwered , that Chriſt ſu- 


| the fifth'in Germany, where he received the firſt taſte of the Goſpel of 


He had life proffered him if he would recant, and he was put in 
mind what a ſad condition he would leave his wife and children 
inz whereupon he anſwered that he had committed them co an 
Overſeer that would ſufficiently - care for them; and being asked 
who that was 2 he anſwered, Even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a faith- 
jul K of all that are committed to him; thenezt day he was 
removed into the common Priſon , and delivered to the ſecular 
Magiſtrate. | 

In all his words, geſtures and countenance, he ſhewed ſuch mode- | 
Ky, conſtancy, and tranquillity of mind, that they which before ex- 
treamly hated him , and thought that he had a devil,began now fayou- 
rably to kearken to him , and to commend him : yea with ſuch grace 
and ſweetneſſe he ſpake of the Word of God, that many of the Magi- 
ſtrates wives which heard him,could not abſtain from weeping : yea the 
Executioner himſelf wept. ; | 

As he was going to execution, one that ſaw bim ſo merry and chear- | 
ful, asked him what was the reaſon of.it, whereas Chriſt before his 


ſtained all the ſorrows and conflicts with hell and death that were due to | 
us, that by his ſufferings we might be freed from the ſorrow and. fear 
of them all. : 

Arthe place of execution, after he had made his moſt earneſt 
| prayers to the Lord, he meekly and patiently went to the ſtake, | 
where. he was firſt ſtrangled, and afterwards burned; And during | 
the time of his burning there came a moſt fragrant and oderiferous } 
ſmell to+ the Spetators , the ſwegneſſe whereof did fo delight and 
refreſh their ſenſes, as his words would have done, if they had heard | 
himſpeak. 

- There was alſo one Dominicus , ſometimes a {on{dier under Charles 


Jeſus Chriſt, after which by his con@ence with learned .men he much 
increaſed in knowledge , inſomuch as he was able to inſtru& othe:s , 
whereupon he returned into 7raly, and in the City of Naples, he taught 
the Word of God to many, 4nno 1550, From thence he went to 
Placentia, where he inſtructed the People alſo in many of the funda- } 


\nions, or elſe he muſt ſuffer death : bur, through Gods mercy, nothing 


 menrals of Religion , promiſing that he would next ſpeak to them of | 
Antichriſt, whom he would paint our in his colours; but when hef 
came the next day, -be was apprehended by the Magiſtrate , whom he 
readily obeyed, ſaying, that he wondered the devil had let hins alone 
ſo long : and being asked whether he would renounce his doftrine , he 
anſivered., that he maintained no doitrine of his own, but the dofrine 
of wk + which alſo he was ready to ſeal with his blood , giving 
hearty thanks to God for accounting him worthy to ſuffer for his 
name, Then was he commitred to a filthy and ſtinking priſon, where 
he remained ſome moneths, and. was often ſolicited rorevoke his opi- 


could remove him from his conſtancy : being therefore condemned 
| | | ro 
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to death, he was brought forth into the marker-ptace , whete he moſt | 
heartily prayed for his enemies , inſtruRed the People ; knd then was | 
hanged, reſting in peace in the Lord, 2 OR | 
In Saint A»gelo, there was an houſe of Auguſtine Friars , to whom | | 
there often reſorted a Friar from the City of Pavia, who was 2. man | | 
very expert in the Scriptures, and of godly converſation , by whole la- | 
bours not only drvers of the Friars, but other. Townſmen were 
brought to the knowledge and love of Gods Word ; and amongſt ' 
the reſt, one Galeacrms Trocins, a Gentleman of good quality,very weal- 6Gze:cius Tre- 
thy and bountiful to the poor , was wrought upon to embrace the ©: 
truch, and was afterward much confirmed and ſtr&grthened by Celias 
Secundus, who being perſecuted from Pavia, came to this place. 
After ſome time Galeacizs having much profited in knowledge, was in- | 
flamed with a godly zeal to p:omote and propagate the Knowledge 
of the truth unto others ; Buta light ſhin.ng in ſuch darknefle could nor 
be long hid: Inſomuch as Anno 1551. he wasapprehended and carri- | 
ed before the Biſhop, by whom he was kept in bands, having only a 
pad of ſtrawtolie on; and though his wife ſent him a good bed and 
theets, yet did the Biſhops officers keep them from him, dividing ic asa | ©: 
booty amongſt themſelves, Or = 
Thrice he was brought before the Commiſſioners, where he boldly 
rendred a reaſon of his faith, anſwering all their interrogatories. with 
ſuch evidence of Scripture and conſtancy of mind as aſtoniſhed: all 
that heard him: yet atterwards at the importunity of his friends and 
kindred , he was by much perſwaſion brought to aſſent tocercain Pos | 
piſh points, But,through the — of God, he was afrer a while, | Humane infir. 
brought to ſuch repentance and bewatling of this ta&, that atrerwards +640 
he became more valiant in the defence of Chriſts quarrel ; neither did : 
he defite any thing more than to have occaſion to recover agairt by.con- 
feſſion that which he had loſt by denial : affirming that as he 'nevet 
had felt more joy of heart. then when he conſtantly profeſſed the truth , 
ſo he never taſted more ſorrow inall his life , then when he turned trom 
the ſame by diffimulation: Profcfling to his Chriſtian triends , that | 
death was much more fiweer tohim with teſtimony to the truch , then | 
life with the leaſt denial of it, and violation of a good conſcience 
thereby. So that afterwards,through Gads mercy, he was ſo full of ! | 
comfort, that divers which talked with him, continued all day withour | 
meat or drink,and if they might,would haveſtayed all nighc roo, they | 
vere ſo delighted with him, * $055 
Galeacius thus waiting for ſome occaſion to manifeſt his Recovery, Joy wipeaka- 
it ſo fell out that the Inquifitors came intothe Priſon to him, ſuppoſing ** | 
that now he wonld have confirmed what before he had granted 
unto them, requiring him foto do ; But Galeacius on the contraty re- 
tracted that,and boldly aſſerted the truth with more courage than he | 
did before : and hereby his mind was greatly refreſhed, and his ad- 
vertaries went away aſhamed: yet did they condemn and deliver him 
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to the ſecular Judge to be burned ; Thenwas he brought forth im the | 
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1 morning to the marker-place, .and bound roa ſtake, where he was left 
| till noon. to be a gazing ſtock to all the people: during which time ma: | 
ny came to ſee him, exhorting him to recant, and not ſo wilfully to caſt | 
away bimſelf,and thereby to undo his loving wite and*young children , | 
&c, Butnothing could alter the firme mind of this conſtant Martyr , 
and theretore at length fire was put to him , and ſo he quietly ſlept in 
the Lord, | 
| A little before his execution, he hearing that there was a contro- 
verſie between the Biſhop and Major of the City, which of them ſhould 
bear coſt to buy wood tor his burning , he ſent co them to end thar 
50 for that he himſelf would be ar the coſt of jr, out of his own 
$900, | 
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_ The life sf John Mollias. 


| "I Here was at Rome one Fohn Mollins, who at twelve years old was 
| placed by his Parents in the houle of the Gray-friars, where being 
ofan excellent wit,ina ſhort time he ſo profited both in the knoivledge 
of the Arts and Tongues, that at eighteen years old he was made 
a Prieſt :: . Then was he ſenc to ſtudy at Ferrara, where he ſo profited in 
fix years time, that he was made Doctor and Reader of Divinity in 
that Univerſity, and by his Sophiſtiy ſhewed himſelt an utcer encmy 
to the Goſpel, + From thence he went to Brixia, and the year follow- 
ing to Millaine, where he read openly ; Then by Francis Sforce |:c 
was bronght tothe Univerſity of Papa, to be the Philoſophy Profe! 
ſor, where he remained four years; Then was he called to the Unive: - 
ſity of Bononia: about which time it pleaſed God (o'to inlighten 111i 
with the knowledge of his truth, that he began ſearetly ro expound 74: 
Epiſtle of Paul to the Remanes to a few, bur preſently his Auditors in- 
creaſed {o faſt, that he was compelled to read openly in the Church , 
where the number ofhis Auditors daily increaſed, and withal, they 
({ſhewed ſuch fervency of mind, that moſt of them came with pen and 
| ink to write what they heard , taking great care to come ſo early that 
they might have room to hear -him, This was Azzo 1538, Hereup- 
on Cardinal Campeins (et up one Cornelius , an arrogant Babler, to ex- 
pound the ſame Epiſtle, who cried up the Pope and his traditions ; 
as Fohn 6n the contrary commended and extolled Chriſt and his merits 
tothe People: But Corpelius his Auditors quickly decreaſed , and rhe 
others increaſed exceedingly : This angred Corxelius, infomuch as by 
Cardinal Campeins his advice, they came to an open diſputation, and 
when they could not agree," as Fohn was returning howe in a narrow 
place where his friends could not come to his reſcue, he was appre- 
ended and clapt up in priſon; but this cauſed ſuch ſtir fn the City,thar 
Cornelins was taine to hide | himſelf; Then did the Biſhop ſend word 
co Fohn in priſon, that he muſt either recant or be burnt : To the - 
da iC 
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| God thanks for his fate return, - 


|] demnation, at which time with great earneſtneſſe, he confirmed his for- 


hean(wered that he would by no means condeſcend; only it gneved him 
that he ſhould be condemned,and his cauſe not heard ; yet by the medi- 
ation of a friend he was releaſed out of priſon,upon condition that with- |,, _ ,..,. 
in three monerhs he ſhould appear at Rome : ſome of his friends difſwa- |: oY 
ded him from going to Rexwe, adviſing him rather to go into Germany , 
and they would give him mony to bear his charges ; but he refuſed,(ay- | © ourage. 
ing, that he muſt preach the Goſpel at Rome alſs, | 
When he came thither, he requeſted of the Pope that he might have 
2 publick hearing, but that was denied him}, and he was commanded|, 
to write his opinion : which accordingly he did , About Original fin, | «res © ® 
Juſtification by faith only, Free-will, Purgatory, &c, All which he | 
confirmed by the Authority of Scripture and Fathers, and fo exhibi- 
ted it to the Pope, who referred it to ſome Cardinals: and they hi-| 
{pured with him chree dayes upon thoſe points, but could not confute | 
them ; then was heanſwered, That it was truth which he ſaid, yer nor | 
meet for the times; and therefore he was commanded to abſtain trom | _ 
preaching , and to returne to Boxony to be the Philotophy Pr0- 15 jemrn ro 
feflour. | Bonony. 
When he came back, all men longed ro hear how he had ſped, and 
inthe Pulpit he openly declared the whole proceedings to them, giving 


Conftancy, 


But this ſo offended the Cardinal, that by order from the Pope, he 
was removed from Bononia to Naples : There alſo his doarine was 
ſo diſtaſted by the Viceroy,that he laid wait to take away his life ; yer, | a Fecjal Pro- 
through Gods mercy, he eſcaped, and wandred up and down 7taly , | vidznce. 
preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt wherefoever hecame: Ar laſt he was 
called back ro Bonony , where privately he expounded Pauls Epiſtles, 
which could nor belong concealed ; whereupon he was apprehended | 14,;..0:mns 
and carried to Faventia, where he was caſt into a filthy ſtinking priſon, | p.ct1enced. F 
and lay there foure years , no man being ſuffered to come to him: yetar 
laſt by the mediation of ſome friends he. was again releaſed , and went | yi. Rcleate, 
to Ravenna, where he preached the Goſpel of Chriſt with ſuch affe&ti- 
ons, that he never ſpake of Jeſus Chriſt, but tears dropped from his 
eyes. | 

"Aker aſhort time he was again caſt into priſon; but foure perſons 
of quality preftering to be his Bail, through Gods mercy, he was re- | 
leaſed; after which ſo many flocked to him, that his adverſaries conſul- | Manifoldaffii- 
ted to kill him, left his doctrine ſhould ſpread turther : and apprehend- _ 
ing him, they ſent him bound to Rome, where again he was caſt | 
into priſon for eighteen moneths, in which time he was often affaulred, 
ſometimes with flatteries and faire promiſes , ſometimes with terrible | Corſtarcy. 
threats : but his conſtancy could nor be ſhaken by either z whereupon 
he,with ſome others, were brought forth to receive the ſentence of con- 


LovetoChiſt 


mer doctrine, affirmed the Popeto be Antichriſt,&c. citing them to ap- | j M497 


pear before the Tribunal of Chriſt, 
Being condemned and catried to the place of execution, he exhorted 


the' 


| 
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* | the People to have no Saviours but Chriſt alone, the only Mediatour be- 


Francis Gamba. 


| 
Conſtancy, 


| Tentotions EC 
liſted. 


| Com fort at 
death. 


| Algeris. 
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| twixt Godand man, and fo he was firſt hanged,and then burned. This 
| was Anno Chriſti, 1553. | 
'_ The year after, Francs Gamba, born in Lombardy, having, through 
, Gods grace, received the knowledge of the Goſpel, went to Geneva, 
| where he was much confirmed in the truth, and received the Sacra- 

ment with them then returning into his own country he was apprehen- 
ded and caſt into priſon, whither many Nobles, Doctors and Prieſts 
reſorted to him, labouring by all means to diſſwade him from his 
opinions ; Bur he diſputing with them , conſtantly affirmed thar whar | 

be held was conſonant to the Word of God, and the . evident dotrine | 
| of Jeſus Chriſt, and neceſſary for all men to believe if they would be 
faved; Afſluring them that rather than he would be found falſe to 
Chriſt and his Word, he was there ready to ſhed his blood : He was 
long aſlailed by the intreaties of his friends and threatenings of his ene- 
mies,but could by no means be di{couraged, yea he gave thanks to God 
for accounting him worthy to ſuffer rebukes and death for the teſtimony | 
of Jeſus Chriſt : and ſo by order of the Senate of M4a;z he was had forth 

to execution, 

He went with a great deal of chearfolnefſe; and when a Croſſe was 
braught him by a Friar, he ſaid, that his mind was ſo repleniſhed with 
joy and comfort in Chriſt, that he needed neither his Croſſe nor 
him: then, becauſe he declared many comfortable things to the 
people, his tongue was bored through, and he was firſt ſtrangled,and 
ny burart, undergoing death with admirable patience and con- 

ancy, | 

Anno 1555, There was one Algerizs, a Student in Padua, a young 
man of excellent learning, who. having attained to the: knowledge ot 
thetruth, ceaſed not by inſtrution and example to inform others that 
he might bring them to the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt ; for this he 
was accuſed of herefte ro the Pope ; by whoſe command he was ap- 
prehended and caſt: into priſon at /Yerice, where he lay long ; during: 
which time he wrote an excellent letter to the afflited Saints, wherein, 
{ amongſt many other excellent expreſſions, he thus writeth ; I cannot but 
| inspart unto you ſore. portion of my .deletations and joyes which I feel and} 
| find : T have found hony in the intrals of a Lion, Who will believe that in 
| the dark dungeon 7 ſhould find a Paradiſe of pleaſure? Tn a place of ſorrow 
and aeath,awells tranquillity and hope of life: In an infernal Cave,T have joy 
of ſoul : where others weep, 1 rejoyce-* where others ſhake and tremble,there is 

rength aud beldneſſe,crc, All theſe things the ſweet hand of the Lord doth | 

miniſter to me, Behold,he that was once far from me. is now preſent with me: 
whom 1 could ſcarce feel before ,, now T fee more apparently: whom once 1 
Prey | 

ſaw afarre off , 1 nom behold near at hand : whonz once I hungred for, he now 
approaches and reaches his hand ta me + he doth comfort me, and fills me with 
gladneſs : he drives away all ſorrow, ſtrengthens, encourag!th , heals, re- 
freſheth and advanceth me : O how good & the Lord, who ſuffers not his ſer- 
eas to be tempted ahove their firength | Oh how eaſie and ſweet is his Wo | 


| 
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e&&c.learn therefore how amiable and merciful the Lord is who viſuteth his ſer- 
wants in temtations, and diſdains not to keep them company in ſuch vile and 
ſtinking dungeens,@&c, And in concluſion he {abſcribes his letter, From the 
deleFable Orchard of the Leonine priſon, &c, After this the Pope ſent for 
him to Rowe, where, by manifold perſwaſions and allurements , he was | Note. 
tempred to deſert and deny thetruth, which not prevailing , he-was ad- | | | 
judged to be burnt alive, which death he moſt conſtantly endured to the | (in © 
great 2amiration of all that beheld him, | 

Anno 1559. Fobs Aloyſius, being ſent from Geneva to.be aPaſtor in 5,6, Atyfus. 
Calabria, was thence fent tor by. the Pope to Rome , where he ſuffered | 
Martyrdome, | 
| Allo James Bovellusy a godly Miniſter inthe ſame place, and. ar the | 
fame time was ſent for by the Pope, by whom he was ſent to. Meſſing, 79% Bovelus. 
; and there Martyred, | | 

Pope Pius the fourth rajſed an hot perſecution againſt the people of 
Godin all the Territories of the Church of Rowe, whereby 'many. con- perſecution 
ſtant Chriſtians ſuffered Martyrdome, Yea, this perſecution was fo hot vaifed by the 
in the Kingdome of Naples, that many Noblemen with their wives, and *%*- 
divers others, were there {lain ; Anno 1560, 143 

A Papiſt writing to a Noble Lord about the cruelty thewed to ſome 
Chriſtians, hath theſe expreflions : Whez I think upon it, I verily quake 145;:ivte 
and tremble : for their manner of putting to death may fitly be reſembledtothe' Cruety. 
ſlaughter of Calves and Sheepsfor eighty cight of them being thruſt up together 
in one houſe as in aſheepfold, the Executioner cometh in, taketh one aud | 
blindfoldeth him, and ſo leads him forth to a larger place adjoynine;where | 
commanding him to kneel down, he cuts his throat :and leaving bins half | 
dead, he takes his Butchers knife and muffler, all gore blaod;aud goeth backito 
the reſt, and ſo leading one after another, he diſpatches thews all : How fad 
this ſpettacle was, 7 leave to your Lordſhip to- judge: for my own part I cannot | | 
but _ to think of it ,, neither was there any of the Spectators which ſeei | 
one to dye, could endure to behold another + But truly þ bumbly and jo. os: Patience of 
they went to their death, as is almoſt incredible to belteve.- All the aged Pey- |the Saints. 
ſens went to death more cheerfully, the younger were ſomething more 3ime- 
rous : TI tremble and ſhake to remember how the Executioner held his bloody 
knife betweew his teeth, with the bloody muffler in his hand, and his armes 
all gore blood np to the elbows,going to the fold,and taking every one of them 
one after another by the hand,and ſo diſpatching them all, no atherwiſe thay as 
a Butcher doth kill his Calves and Sheep, This was in Calabyja, Ano 
Chriſti, 1560, SE \v'5 
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Perſecution raiſed by the Pope in V enice.; . 


C bh City .of Yenice was along while from the cruel Inquiſition, | 
whereby the face of a Church was diſcerned there, : from | | 
| the year 1530, to the year 1542. yea, and multitudesof good» Chriſti- | 


: Mets __ ans | 
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ſiſted. 


| Inquifitionin that City, and for divers years the Pope ſent them mone 


ans flocked hither from other parts, which ſo provoked the Divel to 
envy, thathe ſtirred up the Pope ro ſend Inquiſitors, which ereQed an 


to:diſtribate amongſt their Flies, and ſuch perſons as would betray the 
faithful to them : By this means many of the worthy ſervants of ſeſus 
Chriſt were apprehended, impriſoned, and aftera while ſent to Roxze to 
be there butchered. "245 408 | 

Then was a new-found manner of death inflicted upon divers o- 
thers, never till then heard of , whereby they were drowned in the boc- 
tome of the Sea ; The manner of it was thus; After any of them had re- 
ceived the ſentence of death by the Inquiſitors, an iron chain was taſt- 
ned about thejr middle, witha very heavy ſtone tyed thereto, then 
were they laid upon a plank between two boats, and fo rowed to an ap- 
pointed place in the Sea, where che boats parting aſudder, the Martyrs 
preſently ſunk into the bottome of the Sea and were drowned, Yet | 
notwithſtanding this cruelty, _—_ godly perſons ceaſed not to aſſemble | 
togetherina place appointed for that purpoſe, where they talked and 
difſcourſed of heavenly matters for their ſpiritual edification,and made | 
colle&tions for the relief of the poor amongſt them, And zo 
1566, they called to them-a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and conftitated 
a Church, where they enjoyed all the Ordinances with much comfort : 
but ſome falſe brethren creeping in amongſt chem, after a while be- 
trayed them;then were many apprehended.,caſt into the Seaand drowned: | 
Others were ſent to Rowe,where they were caſt into priſon till they rot- 


:| ſented him witha woodenTroſle, exhorting him to recant, &c, But 


| 
| 


j 


ted and dyed there, | 
Amongſt others that were condemned to be drowned at Yenice, was 


one Mr. Anthony Ricetts - to whom after his condemnation, his ſonae, 
2youth about” twelve years old, came, beſeeching him” with tears to 
yield, that hislife might be ſaved, and himſelf not lett fatherleſſe : To 
whom he anſwered, A good Chriſtian is bound to forgoe chilcren, 
go0ds,; yea, 'and life ir {elf tor the maintenance of Gods honour and 
glory : For which cauſe ( ſaid he ) 1am now reſolved to lay down my life, 
the Lord aſſiſting me, | | 
- The Lords of Yepice offered to reſtore to him his Patrimony, which 
was partly morgaged, and partly ſold, if he would ſabmit ro the Church 
of "Rome; but he reſolutely refuſed that condition. Not long aiter came 
a Captainco him, and told him of one Fraxcss Sega, his prifon-tellow, 
that wag reſolved to recant - To whom he anſwered, hat tcll you 
me of Sega? Iam reſolvedto performe my vows tothe Lord my God - Then 
was he carried forth bound to the boats, and by che way a Prieſt pre- 


heon the contrary perſwaded him and orhers to come our of the ſnares ot 
the Dive), and to cleave to Jeſus Chriſt,and to live,not according tv the 
fleſh, but according to the Spirit ; For, ſaid he, otherwiſe yoor n1belze; 
will bring:you into the lake of fire that never ſhall be quenched, When 
he.came to the place where he-was to ſuffer, the Captain laſtned rhe 


chain and ſtone to him, whereupon, litting his eyes to heaven, he ſaid, 
Father | 


( 


| openly confirmed the truth, and ſo had ſentence paſſed upon him thar he 


—— 
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Father forgwve them, they know not what they do, Lord Feſus, into thy 
hands do I commend my ſpirit; and (oO in the ſea he ended his | 
lite, r | 
A few dayes after one Mr, Francis Spinola was appreheneded and com- | 
mitted to priſon, and when he was brought forth before the Inquiſizors, 
they ſhewed him a Treatiſe about the Lords Supper, demanding whe- 
ther he was the Author of it , which he acknowledged, avouching char | 
the doctrine that was contained therein was agreeable to the holy Scrip- 
tures, Then was he return'd to his priſon,where the aforementioned Szga 
was, who waiting for his coming,as he paſſed by.ſaluted him by his name; ' 
atter which they conferred together about the doctrine of the Goſpel ; | 5**: 
and Sega having heard that Spezola had ſtood ſtoutly in the Confeſſionof | 
the truth , he was much comforted, ſaying, that God had reſerved him 
for ſuch a time as this to make* him Partaker of fo great conſolation, | 
Shortly aſter the Jajlor told Scga that he was to die: one hour within 
night, at the hearing whereof he entreated Spinola to pray with him, | 
and alter prayer he ſaid, that his ſoul was heavy unto death, Spinola an- | 
{wered, Fear not , for it will not be long before your ſoul ſhall partake 
of thoſe joyes which (hall endare for ever, Arttheappointed time he was 
tetched out of the dungeon, where he took his leave of Spizolaandthe o- | 
ther Priſoners : As he went into the boat,a Friar perſwaded himtoreturn 
to the Church of Rome; Sega anſwered, that he was already in the way 
to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and fo paſſing on,, he called upon the name of 
God : He ſeemed to bea little amazed at, the faſtning of the chaine and 
ſtone to his boCy, yet preſently recoJleing his ſpirits, he took it patient- | | 
ly, m_ commending his ſoul into the hands of God, he quietly flept in | 55%; Haryr- | 
e Lord, | | L BY ; 
Spinola being again called before the Inquiſicors, he boldly reproved 
the Popes Legate, and the other Judges, for that contrary to their con- 
{ciences they perſecuted the truth of God, calling them the off-ſpring of 
the Phariſees, &c, -- ef hag 
The third time that he was called before them, they asked- him if he 
would not recant his errours ? .he anſwered, that the doctrine which he| 
majntained was not erroneous, but the ſame truth which Chriſt agd. his 
holy Apoſtles taught, and for which all the Mattyts, both in former and | 
later times, did willingly lay down their lives, and endured the.pains gf | Humane infir. 
death, Yet afterall this, Spinola by the cratty perſwaſions of ſome feem- | 7 
ing friends, began to ſtrike faile and totaint,, ang through Gods good- | 
neſſe, he ſoon recovered again, and being,caljed before the Judges;,.. he | Recovery. 


F ranths Spinols 


ſhould be drowned as an Heretick, To which heanfwered, 1 am noHere-| ,. |. . 
tick, but the ſervant of Feſus Chriſt.z at,which words the Popes Legate Medotks Fe 
commanded him filence,and told him that he lyed; thenight after he was 
conveyed into the ſea, and there trovaed preding and bleſſing God with | 
invincible conſtancy, [ 
Anno 1595, There was at Rome a young Engliſhman , who going | 4nEnp1; 
Nn into | man ar Rome. 
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ments, 


His crue] tor- 


7a | The Pau 


An herolcal at 


- | which crudlty hepatiently endured. When he came befote the Church 


© | up hisfout to God.” | 


{ 44+ as 


| 


| ter which the Friats _— him a Crucifix, importuning him to kiſſe 


| | Heari 
| conrzgeand conſtancy he tefigned up his (pitit ufiro God, 


| plored rhe help of Almighty God, As he paſſed through the ſtreers he 
| Prayers to God ; Ar laſt he ſpake ſomething againſt the filthy lives of 


| mt0 a Church ; and feeing their groſſe idolatry, was fo inflamed with 
zeal that he could not endurethe' frghr of thoſe horrible impiecies, and 
therefore he went out into the Church porch, and as the Proceſſion paf- 
fed-by him, he waited till the Biſhop came that did bear the Hoft , and 
then ſtepping forwards, he plucked it out of his hands, threw it to the 
orotind, ſaying aloud, Ye wretched Idolaters, do; ye fall down to a morſel of 
bread ? This fo provoked the People that they had almoſt torn him in 
pieces, and'yet they ſpared him and ſent him to priſon, 

; Complaint being made to Pope Clement the eighth, he was ſo incen- 
ſed that he appointed him to be burnt the fame day ; bur fome of the 
Cardinals advifed that he ſhould rather be kept in priſon, and examined 
by:exquiſire torments to find out his abettors and ſetters on, This accor- 
rs #/ was put in practice, yet could they draw nothing from him bur 
thele words, Such was the will of God. Then was he adjudged to be led 
from the Capitol, naked to his middle, and to wear on his head the form 
of a Devil, his breeches to be painted over with flames of fire, and ſo ro 
be carried all about the City, and then tobe burnt alive, 

'-When he heard this ſentence, he lift up his eyes to heaven, and im- 


was thocked and derided of all the People, but he continued his fervent 
theCatdinals,which fo enraged them, that they cauſed him to be gagged, 


Where he caſt down the idol, the hangman cur off his right hand, and'fer 
if 6t pole in the Cart to which he was tied; then did cwo Tormentors 
witli"flatning rorches ſcorch and burn his fleth all rhe way as he wetit 
through the City of Rome, all, which he bore with admirable patience; 
By if « came tothe 


ce Where he was to be executed, this body was 
all over {orched. bliftred and bloody, having no part free bur his head ; 
Thet Was he taken from the Cart, and ſeeing the Poſt to which he ſhould 
be tied, he went of himſelf to ir, and kneeling down, -kifled- the chains 
which ſhould bind” hirh-to ir, The Priars urged him to worſhip an idol 
 which-they preſented to hitm, but he turning away his face ſhewed his de- 


tion of #he Churchof Chriſt in Italy. E| 


'feſt of jt, hotdihg'on his Chriſtian courſe unto the end : and when 
theflathes of fire ſeized on him, he bowed his head, and quietly yielded 


--Theſtthe yettthete wis an old 


geonhs; who was atl] 


| dly man that had long lain in the 
Inquificors dungeo 


brought forth and condemned ; af- 


atid adoreit ; He ſeeing their ithpudence, ſaid ufito them; 7f you take not 


this #01 ont of | ht: ye will conftrain me to fpit npon it'; The Friars 
Ing Ne Ring inimediately to the fire, where with greac 
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The Life and Martyrdom of William Gardiner | 
zn Portugal, Anno Chriſti, 1 5 5 2. 


Wy Illiam Gardiner was born at Briſtol , and well educated ;''and 
when he was grown up, was placed with one Maſter Paget , 4 
Merchant , by whom when he was twenty fix years old , he was ſent 
into Portugal to Lisbone, the regal City, to bea Factor : there he'Tearned | 
the countrey language,and became a profitable ſervant both ro his Maſter His coingto 
and others, He was careful to keep cloſe to God, and to avoid the ſt- Lisboxe. 
perſtitions of that countrey, and there being divers good men in that © 
City , he aſſociated himſelf with them, uſed good conference, and often 
bewailed to them his own weaknefle, as being neither ſufficiently kum- 
bled for his ſins, nor yet enflamed with a love of godlineſle as he ought : 
he had alſo good books which privately he made much uſe of. Now 
whilſt he was here abiding , it ſo fell out that a great marriage was ro 
be ſolemnized betwixt the King of Port#gals ſonne ,” and the King of 
Sparins daughter, Great preparations were made tor it; and a great COh- | 
courſe there was of Perſons of all Ranks that cameto it ; and upon\the_ 
wedding day they went to Church in great pomp; and amoneft'myl- | 
titudes of Spectators, William Gardiner made one, rather for the novelty | 
of the bufineſſe, than for any defire that he had to ſee their Ceremonies, | 
and going to Church early in the morning, he got a convenient place to 
hear and ſeen, | DO VETS V29TE 
When all were come to Church, a Cardinal began' to ſay' Maſſe : 
The People ſtanding with great ſilence and devotion : The fighr of theſe 
ſuperſtitions did wonderfully grieve the mind of 7Villiam Gardiner, not 
ſo much to ſee the folly of the common People, as to ſee thir the King | Zea). 
himſelf, and ſo many ſage Nobles ſhould beledaway with ſuch abo- 
| minable idolatry ; wherewith he was ſo exceedingly moyed in his 
ſpirit, that he had much ado to refrain himſelf from doing fomme- | 
ing whereby he might manifeſt his diſlike ; but- the great throng | 
that he was in, hindred him , that he could not. come neere to the 
Altar. | 
When all was ended he returned home very fad, ſeeking our ſolitary | 
| places, where falling down proſtrate before God, with many tears he be- | 
wailed the neglect of his duty, and ſtudied how he might revoke that | 
People from their impiety and ſuperſtition, At length his mind was ful- | 
ly ſetlet not to defer the matter any longer,whereupon he renounced the | 
' world, exactly made np all his accounts, both what he owed, and what | 
was owing to him to a farthing, Then did he continue night and-day in 
Prayer unto God, and in continual meditation of the holy Scriptures, ſo” Prayet; 
that he would ſcarce takeany meat by day, or ſleep by nighr, as one Pex- | 
| digrace his bed-fellow teſtified. a 


"OA + The . 


Humitiy. 


_— 


i 


« . ” ”- 


_—_—_—_—— 


Groſſe ido/atry 


| | An heroical a& 


His danger. 


His ſpeech to 
ta che King. 


He is tortured, 


| 


| 


| his feer, and with his other hand overthrew the Chalice. | 
| Ar firſt all char were preſent ſtood amazed;then arofe a great tumulr, 


Tk 


alteration of Religion King Edward had made, preſently conceited that 
he was ſuborned þy fome body to do this in ſcorn to their Religion 
e heasked :himwho was the Authour and procurer of this a £ 
r anſwered that he was not moved thereunto by any mai, but 
y bis: oyn-confcience;. For, ſaich he, there is no man under 


eaver ao ſake I would put my felf into ſuch manifeſt danger , 
but thatT owed. this: ſervice: firſt to God, and then to your ſalvation: 
and if I have done any thing which is diſpeaſing to you, you ought to 
1mpute it tono man, but to your ſelf, who ſo itreverently uſe the ho- 
ly Sacrament of the Lords Supper to ſo great Idolatry, &c, Whilſt he 


{ thus ſtoutly ſpake to the King , by reaſon of thelofſe of much blood by 


| his wound, ke was ready to faint, Whereupon Chirurgions were ſent 
for to cure him, that he might be reſerved for further torments, 

Then were all other Engliſhmen in the City clapped up in priſon, 
eſpecially his bed-fellow , who was grievouſly tormented and exami- 
ned more then all the reſt, and ſcarcely delivered after two years im- 
priſonment.; che reſt got off ſooner. 
| They ſearchedalfo all his writings and letters, to fee if they could 
find out atly confederates ; thenithey went to him ſeeking by rorments 
to extort the Author ofthis f4&. They alſo invented a new kind of tor- 
ment, exceeding Phalaris his brazen Bully which was this: They. made 
a ball of linnen cloth, which with violence they thruſt down his throat 
to the bottom of his ſtomack, and with a ſtring f:ſtned to it,they pul- 
led it up again; and this they did divers times, which cauſed as biter 


pain 


yg” 
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| pains as the pains ofdeath ; but when by this means they could get no. | 
' conteſfion trom him , they asked him it he did not repent of his wick- | | 
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ed fact 2 whereto he anſwered, that he was fo far from repenting, that | 
if it wereto do again he ſhould do it - yet was he ſomewhat ſorry that 
it was done in the Kings preſence, to his diſturbance, but they were not 
to blame him for it, but the King was rather to be-blamed, who having 
power,would not prohibit ſo great Idolatry, 

When they had uſed all kinds of torments, and that he was fo weak- 
ned thereby , that he was not like toliye long, they firſt cut off his right 
hand,then carried himinto the market-place,where they cut off his other 
hand allo:then faſtning a rope about his middle, with a Pully they hoiſted 
him up an high,and making a great fire under him. they let him down, ſo 


His cru.l Mat- 


| ty: dome. 
chat his feet only felt the fire, and ſo often pulling him up and down, they y 


conſtant, and the more terribly that he burnt, the more earneſtly he 
prayed , When his feet were conſumed, they asked him whether he yet 
did not repent him of his deed * exhorting him to call upon our Lady ! Conſtancy. 
and the Saints, He anſwered that what torments ſoever they uſed, the | 
truth was theſame- that which he had confeſſed in his life, he would not. 
deny at his death ; and that when Chriſt ceaſed to be our Advocate he 
would pray to our Lady, &c. And when they laboured to ſtop his p:ay- 
ing to, and praiſing of God, he with a loud voice reheaſed the 34. Pſalm: 
which being almoſt ended, the rope was burned in {under, fo that his 


body fell down into the fire, where he changed his momentany pains for 
eternal reſt, 


inthis life; for a ſpark ofthe fire wherewith he was burned, was drj- | 99 p-rſccutors, 

ven by the wind into the Haven, where it fet on fire one of the Kings 

great ſhips, and conſumedit - The new-married Prince alſo died within 
half a year, and the King himſelf not long after. 


——G————Or 
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The Martyrdom of a Chriſtian Jew in Conſtan- 
tinople, Anno Chriſti, 1528. 


| His Jew dwelling ar Conſtantizople, through Gods grace, was there } 
converted, baptized, and became a good Chriſtian , which the | 
Turks underſtanding, were vehement)y exaſperated againſt him for it, 
fearing leſt his converſion ſhould prove very prejudicial to their Mahu- 
zetan Religion, and therefore they apprehended and cruelly murthered 
him, and for his greater infamy they caſt our his dead hody into the open |, ... 
ſtreets, forbidding all irialy to bury ir. Thus his dead body lay in the yidexe. = 
ſtreets nine dayes; yer, through the power of God, it corrupted norar all, 
yea there proceeded from it a certain delefable ſent or odour, which 
much aſtoniſhed the Turks, ſo that at laſt they took it up , and carried 
it out of the City, and buried it, 


IU 


CHAP.| | 


burned him by degrees : andyet in all theſe great torments he remained 


But the Lord ſuffered not this cruelty to go altogether unpuniſhed | Gas jolguens| 
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XXX. 
T he Perſecution of the Church in Germany, 


Cuap. 


which began, Anno Chriſti, 1 5 23. 


ff Bw Goſpel being ſpread abroad in Germany, by the means and | 

miniſtry of Luther, and his fellow-labourers, the Pope having 
tried all other means for the ſuppreſſing of it, and finding them jneffe- 
cual, he at laſt provokes the Emperour Charles the fifth by war to de- 
ſtroy the Proteſtants, and for that end gives him two hundred thou- 
ſand crowns in money for the maintenance of theſe Wars, and ties him- 
ſelfat his own coſt to maintain twelve thouſand foot and five hundred 
horſe for fix moneths ; yea out of his zeale for the cauſe, he allows the 
Emperour the one half of theRevenues of theClergy,and gives him leave 
to ſell off Abby-lands to the value of five hundred thouſand crowns , 


| 


Duke of $2xuny 
and the L ant- 
grave taken 


by 


whereupon great preparation was made for this War both in Germany, 
Spain, and Italy, the conſideration wherereot cauſed the confederate Pro- 
teſtant Princes to raiſe 2 great Army allo for their own defence ; upon 
which occaſion they were proclaimed guilty of high creaſon by the Em- | 
erour, 

The two Armies Jay near together , and the Proteſtants offered 
battel to the Emperour, but he retuſed , affuring himſelf that they could 
not long continue together: The Army of the Proteſtants was com- 
manded by the Duke of Saxony, - and the Lantgrave of Heſſen, who did 
not concur very well in their counſels ; beſides they wanted both vitu- 
als and money, ſoas they were forced to diflodge and retire further off - | 
the Emperour tollowing , forced the Elefor to fight with diſadvantage; 
and God who doth not alwaies proſper the better cauſe, gave the victo- 
ry to the Emperour, the Dukeot Saxony and the Lantgrave being taken 


priſoners, Anno 1547. 
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| and Chriſtians; ſome toſſed from place to place;others exiled out of their 


Preſently after enſued a great perſecution in many places- authority 
armed with laws and rigour , ftriving againſt ſimple yericy - Ic was 
lamentable to hear how many poor men were tronbled , both Miniſters 


q 


Henry Vees, 
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own Countryes;ſome driven into Woods, and forced to dyell in Caves; 
ſome tormented upon the Rack, and ſome burned with fire and faggot ; 
Amongſt others,two young men were burnt at Bruxels, viz, Henry Yoes 
and Fohn E(ch,formerly Auguſtine-Friars; When they came before the In- 
quiſitors they were examined what they did believe ? they anſwered, the 
books of the Old and New Teſtament, wherein were contained the Ar- 
ticles of the Creed. Then were they asked whetherthey did not believe 
the decrees of the Councels and Fathers - they anſwered ſuch -as were 
agreeing to the Scriptures, they believed, &c, When they were con- 
demned;they gave thanks to God their heavenly father , which of his 
great goodneſſe had delivered them from that falſe and abominable 
53S Religion 


<— 


T he Perſecntion of1 tbeChurch in Germaby.l i , EZ 


Room: Trad 
— — ——— —— 
, 


felf as a ſacrifice of a ſweet 'odour 3; They went joyfully to: the place of 
execution, proteſting that they died for the gloty of God ind the 
doctrine of F Goſpel as true Chriſtians - and that it was the day-which | 
they had long defired ; They joyfully -embraced the ſtake, and'en- | 
dured pariently the rorments of the fire, finging Plalmes,” inffrehenr-| 
 fing the Creed in teſtimony of their faith; 'wherenpotrone ſaid to fhertt; | j2y in death, 
that they ſhould rake heed of gloritying rhemſelves fo fooliſhly but | 
of them anſwered, God fohid that we Rronld glory in anythins but # the 
Croſſe of our Lord Fe ſus Chriſt , When the fire was kindled attHeirFeet; | 
one of them ſaid, Methinks you do ſtrow Roſes under my feet'; prefent- | © —_ of 
[ y after they quierly flept in the Lord. MHexry beitig before Jenandel if | ” ot 
Zither had ſeduced him : he anfivered, Even/fo as Chrift ſedaced his | 
Apoſtles, | 7. OO OE Os | 
The year after there was 0ne Heary Serphen , who, having been with | # em; Suipber 
Lather, came tO Antwerp, from which he was driven for his Religion ; | | 
Then did he go to Brewe, where he was requeſted by fome godly Ci- 
tizens to preach to them, and the Citizens hearing him” prezch, the 
Goſpel ſo ſincrely, they were ſo in love with his Dodtrine,thar they: 
requeſted him ro tarry amongſt them robe their Miniſter;but the Pc 5 | 
Clergy preſently complained of him to-the Magiftrates, accufins* hin 
of Herefte, and deſiring thar he might be baniſhed the town; but rat. 
prevailing there,they complained tothe Archbiſhop,and fent theifChap- 
lains daily to his Sermons to entrap him in his words © bur it pteaſed 
God fo toqwork upon them by his Miniſtery , that moſt of them wete | Somerbar | 
x1 and did openly witneſs that he tanghr nothing but the troth — each 
Not long after he was ſet for to Meldoyps to preach the Gofpel to 
them alſo; wherefore he thought good to try what God would" vigrk 
by him there; bnt the Citizens of Breme were very, unwilling' ta part 
with him, becauſe the Goſpel had not as yet took thuch deep rogr 4- 
monegſt chem, and becauſe the perſecution was very *#reat, 8&?" Yer] 
Sutphen alledged,that in Diethmarch there'wis thore reed of his Tybottrs, Rob | 
the people being as ſheep amongſt Wolves,/2nd. that with a ſafe; co 
ſcience he could not deny their requeſt} and that he did dot "intend" 
terly to forſake Breme, bur only for a moriet]r or to, ' after which he | 
| would return to them again." So having rhade all things ready, he Wert = 
into Diethmarchto Meldorp, were he wi joytully teceived. But, be- 1 


: 


fore he began to preach, the Divel anq his inſtruments began ro frerand | Popic! _ 


Religion, making them Prieſts to himſelf, and receiving thetn — 


Popiſh malice, 


* : 


fume , and conſulting together; they 'Tefolved to, hitder hit Fom —— 
preaching, fearing that if"the people once heard his dgtrine, it! wan KS SNP 
be too late to ſtop it ; Heteupon' they grieyouſty- complained tq*rhie: b2z5it | 
Magiſtrares, telling them that if they-ſtiffeted this Heretick to preach, 
he would infect all the Country as he had done. at Freme , and-.th it 
would bea moſt grarefull ſervice if they would par him'to' death.” _ 
ſo far:prevailed with theſe igriotant men; thar they. refdlved that Ye | |; 
| ſhould beput to death unſeen and' unheard: They wrote” alſo Sb] I 
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bid him to preach,” whereunto, he anſwered, that ſince he was come ax | 
the requeſt'of the whole Pariſh to preach, he-reſolved ro-an{wer that 
call, - andrather ro obey God than man, and thatif God had determined | 
that therg he ſhould loſe his life, there was as near a way to heaven from | 
thence as from-any other place; afluring himfelt that ſooner or later he 
muſtdiefor the Goſpels ſake: And accordingly the next day he preached, 
and the people ſoliked him, that they reſolved to have him for their 


Implacable 
malice. 


"| again; afterwards alſo - be preached a third time with ſuch a {piiic and 


| with whom they went in the night time to Meldoyp, brake into the houſe 


Preacher,and to defend him to their power;in the afternoon he preached 


grace, that all men - admired him, praying God earneſtly that they 
might long enjoy ſuch a Preacher ; But his enemies weie not all this 
whffle idle : for going to the Rulers of the Country, they procured ſome | 
of them to joynrwith them,. and privately. raiſed five hundred men , 


where Sutphen lay, pulled him out of his bed naked, and in their rage 
hadalmoſt pulled hyn to pieces: they then bound him, and asked him 
for what cauſe he came jato Dzethmarch 2 he gently declared it to them, 


| 


He'is condem- 
ned unbeard. 


Popiſh cruelty 
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| them a-great ſumme of mony if they would but reſpite his life till he” 
| her; They alſo fell upon Surphey , cutting and mangling of him in ſeve- 


| fell, upon him again, cutting and ſlaſhing him , and ar laſt bound: him 
| to 2.Jadder, and threw him into the fire, and when hebegan to pray.one 


yet they led him away barefoot : ſo that his feer being pititully cur 
with theice, he deſired a horſe to ride on, for which they jeared him, 
ſaying, Muſt we provide an horſe for an  Heretick © thou ſhalt go on 
foot whether thou, wilt or no: Afterwards they bound him with chains, 
and ſet him in theſtocks: Then was he removed to another place and 
ſhut up in a Cupboard ; The next day binding him, hands, feet and neck, 
they carried. him forth-to be burned, Then a certain woman came to 
chem., and proffered her ſelf to ſuffer two thouſand ſtripes, and to give 


hada publick hearing, bur they threw her underfoot and trod upon 
ral patts.: The fire was often kindled, yet would not .burn; then they 


of them him ſtruck, ſaying, Thou ſhalt firſt be burnt, and then pray and 
another trode-upon'his breaſt, and another endeavoured to 


| [eg e thy fl, 
| Rrangle him - ano! 
| ruck him onthe breaſt with a Mace till hedied: and laſtly they roſted 


ha upon. the. coals, and ſo. he finiſhed, his Martyrdom, About the 


« [4 #1 ers vote | be 
|... Io Hala a godly preacher was flain by. a. company of cut-throats, ſet 


- another ran him through wich an Halberd: another 


- 


e time:many other godly perſons were thrown into the River of Rhene 


owned,and in the Town of Diethmarch another faithful ſervant of 


s 


on by the Friars. And not long after the Town of Miltexburg was taken, 
ſacked, many ſlain,and others impriſoned for maintaining Caraloſtadizs 
to be. their Preacher: Two other godly. perſons were burned ar 
Vienna. Ft, s 
.:, Alſo -a godly Miniſter for reproving fin in his Prince ſharply, was 


| condemned{ to be hanged , and a cruel Gentleman with a Troop were 
ſent roapprehend and hang him: The Gentleman when be came to 


is 


>. 
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his houſe ſaluted him friendly ; pretending that he came to make good 
cheer with him, for he wasa good houſe-keeper, and the Gentlemen of 
the Country uſed off to reſort to him;The Miniſter in a ſhort time prepaz 
red.a ſumptuous banquer for them , whereof they ate treely, Dinner 
being ended,the Gentleman'ſaid to his men, Take this Prieſt our hoſt and : 
hang him without delay : his ſervants aſt6niſhed hereat, abhorred todo... 
the deed, ſaying, God forbid that we ſhould commit ſuch a crime ,. as 
to hang a man that hath uſed us ſo courteouſly , its a wicked act thus to 
render evil for good, &c, Burt the Gentleman ſtill provoked them co | 
accompliſh his command : Then did the Miniſter ſay, I beſeech: you 
ſhew not ſuch cruelty upon me, rather lead me to purge my ſelf to my 
Prince , before whom I*doubr not to purge my ſelf from any thing | 
wherewith I ſhall be charged , neither ſo violare ye the lawes ot hoſpi- | 
tality which I have ſhewed to you and to-other noble men , which uled | 
to reſort to my houſe; beſides conſider what a ſting this act will leave in | 
your conſciences ! for I have fairhfully and truly taught che doEtrine | 
of the Goſpel, and that's the principal cauſe that my Prince bears me 
this ill will, &c. But whatſoever this good man could fay in his own 
behalf, the wicked Gentleman continued reſolute ,- proyoking his ſer- 
vants to accompliſh that which he commanded them, withal ſaying'to 
the Miniſter, You ſhall gain nothing by your preaching in this ſort, 'for | 
Lam fully determined that the Princes will ſhall be fulfilled. | Ar laft 
the ſeryants rook the Miniſter, and with great lamencation and mourg-| _ - 
ing, hanged him upon a beam in his own houſe, the Gentleman ſtanding m——_—_— 
by and looking on, | F1 | 

Alfo about the ſame time there was a godly learned Miniſter, called | Perer Spengler.) 
Maſter Petey Speneler in a town called Schlat, who faithfully diſcharged | 
the duty of his place, and was much beloved for his affable and courte- 
ous carriage : he was alſoa great peace-maker, and-very prudent ifs Com- 
poſing differences, well ſtudied in the Scriptures, whereby he ſaw that 
perſecution was at hand, the enemies of the truth beginning now to rage, 
and proudly to lift up their heads ; yea ſhortly after he ſaw many bodies 
of the Saints cruelly tormented, beaten;-exiled, drowned and burned; 
and to the end that he might not defile himſelf with fornication, he mar- 
ried his maid, who was one that feared God, and by whom att&wardshe|, . 
| had many children. About this time there was a: great commotion of ay Sre_O 1 
the Boores, who went to Abbies and Monaſteries, robbing, plundering, |ciſts. | 
and ſpoiling what they could not carry away ; 'one company of them | 
came to his houſe, whom heentertained kindly, yer they ranſacked and 
robbed him of all, even to his very apparel, not leaving him'ſs mach as 
a = of ſtockings, though he laboured to convince them'of their wick- | 
edneſſe; As they were going out of his houſe he fell a weeping, and | Fe is robbed 
faid to them, 7 tell you that this your wickedneſſe will -in the end bring vuch | * 
miſchief upon your ſelves ; you pretend 1he Goſpel, but ' walk agar the | His good 
rules of it, &c, But for his good counſel they ' required bim with'ſcoffs  counfe. 
and jeers. 2s ZLHL77 314 "7040 

It pleaſed God not long after , that chis faithful Paſtor in the tiight- 
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time was taken by a company of Popith ſouldiers, who bound him hands 
and feet with a great rope, and ſo carried him away to Fribure : It would 
have grieved afy heart to hear the barbarous and deſpighttul raunts and 
ſcoffs that they gave him ; From thence they carried bim to anogher 
place, where they caſt him into priſon, cruelly tormented him in his pri- 
\vy. members, and other parts of his body, and at laſt adjudged him ro 
death; As he was going to execution, he ſaid,7 ſhall be ax acceprable ſacri- 
fice tomy Saviour Feſws Chriſt, who hath given me a quiet conſcience,as know- 
ing m) a innocent from the crimes objetted again me : Far my death, it ts 
all one whethey I die thus or no, for if you had let me alone, I maſt ſhortly have 
forſaken this skin, which already ſcarcely hangs to my bones, T know that I am 
a mortal and corriptible worme, I have long deſwed my laft day, and have oft 


| prayed that 1might be delivered out of this mortal body, to be joyned with my 


| Savionr Feſus Chrift,&rc, Then was he caſt headlong into the river: which 
erwatds fora certain ſpace was as ted as blood. 
| Another godly man there was, who (after the commotion raiſed by 


|<heAnabs tiſts was quieted) was apprehended under pretence that he 


was one of them, andcaſt intopriſon , in- which he was long detained, 
and at laſt they hoiſted him-up with a cord, witha great ſtone faſtned 
to his feet, where they kept him fix hours, ſo that the ſweat chat 
dropped from-his body, _—_ pain ahd anguiſh, was almoſt blood : 
at laſt his ſtrength failing , they let him down with great violence : 
where he lay as.a ſtock almoſt dead, only they perceived him to breath 


| Thendid they ne means to recover him, and gave him ſome food , at- 


ter which they let him down into a deep dungeon : There he continued 


eightcen dayes, inthe end whereof they took him forth, andexamined | 
him.of divers chings » Which he denied : Then did they deviſe ſundry | 


.kinds of tormems to force him ro accuſe himſelf falfly , yer he con- 
ſantly, denied ic : Afterwards they hired an hangman who left no 
kind of cruelty unpraciſed upon him : yet at length he was conſtrained 
togiye over his cruelty, and pronounce the man innocent , in that he 
bad conſtantly endured ſo many and grievous torments : Then did 


- 1 pr———_g the dungeon, and-in- the mean time ſuborned 


e witneſſes againſt him., whereupon they condemned him un- | 


heard, .anfl having letdown a cord, they drew him up our of the dunge- 
on to his execution; As he was going toit,, a Friar perſwaded him to 
confeſſe his fins in/his eare, and he would abfolve him, and fo he ſhould 
goto heaven: To whom heanſwered, Thou wicked Friar, get thee from 
we, I hive long ſince bewailed my fins to God, and obtained abſolution at the 
hands of my Saviour Feſus Chriſt, audtherefore I have no need of thy abſo- 


Iution;&c.Attheplace of execution,after he had made his Prayer to God, 


and vindicated his own innocency, his head was cut off, Theſe were writ- 
ten by Oecolampadius, | | 

_- Wolfgang Scuch-coming to Hippolitus in Lorrain , was choſen to be 
their:Paſtor, where. through God: bleſſing upon his Miniſtry, he migh- 
tily. prevailed with the People to bring them from darkneſle to hght, 
Go ns whey foriook 'their Dechr idolatry , and aboliſhed the Maffe, 


and 
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and other ſuperſtitious practices from amonſt them, which much enraged 
their Popiſh neighbours abonce them , ſo that: they complained ro rhe | 
| Duke that they had nor only faHen from the Pope ; but went about to 
caſt off their obedience to him, and to ſhake off his authority : This ſo 
provoked the indignation of the Duke, that he rhreatned utterly ro de- 
troy the town with fire and (word;/Volfeane being informed hereof,wrote 

to the Duke in moſt humble wiſe ,. detending his Miniſtry and the do- 


Popiſt rage; 


arine which he taught, and the whole cauſe of the Goſpel; he alſo ex- | . 
| cuſed the People as innocent and guiltleſſe, confured the flanders of their | 
| malicious adverſaries, and profeſſed. their ready and willing ſubje&ion to | 
that authority which God had placed over them 3. Burt this Epiſtle pre- | 
vailed nothing by reaſon of the virulent accuſations of their enemies | = 
W hereupon to ſave the town from ruine, he went of his own accord to| is impriſoned, 
the Duke to render an account of his doctrine, thereby deriving all the 
| 0dinm and danger upon himſelf, | 
As ſoon as he came thither he was apprehended and caſt into a ſtraight 
and ſtinking priſon; where he was moſt cruelly handled by.the churliſh | 
Jailor : In this plight he remained a whole year,and yet would not ſhrink 
| from his conſtancy, though beſides his hard uſage, he had a wite and five 
or ſix ſmall children to care for : Then was he called to juſtife his faith, 
which he did wittily and learnedly-eontuting all that did oppoſe him: | _ 
and though they called him Heretick, Fudas, Divel, &rc, yet he regard- | Heisreviled, 
| ed it not, but went on confirming his doctrine by the Scriptures: But |. 
when his adverſaries could not make their part good againſt him, they | bums, 
cook his Bible and burned it, and proceeded to condemn him to be burn- 
ed; which ſentence when he heard proncunced againſt him, he ſang the | 
122, Pſalm, When he came totheplace of his Martyrdom, they ask- | 
ed him if he would have his pain ſhortned, he anſwered No : for faich he, | uis faith. 
God that hath been with me hitherto, 1 truſt will not now leave me when I have 
moſt need of him. When faggots were heaped about him, he ſang the a 
| 51, Pſal-z, and ſo continued finging till the flame and ſmoak took away | 
his voice and life, | 2 
Shortly after the Commendator that ſate as chief Judg upon him,died | Gods judge. 
ſuddenly: Alſo his fellow Judge hearing the ſudden noiſe of ſome guns | <5 n Per. 
chat went off at the coming of the King of Denmak into the town, was ſo ” | 
overcome with fear, that he ſuddenly fell down and died. | 
One Fohn Huglin, a Miniſter, was burned at Merſperg for Religion , | {bn Haglin 
Anno Chriſti 1526, zap 
| Ar Muzxchen in Bavaria, one George Carpenter was apprehended and . George Carpen- 
caſt into priſon for his Religion, and at laſt was brought forth betore | 
the Jadges , where he ſtoultly defended the truth, refuſing to recant, 
Then came a Schoolmaſter to him, ſaying, My friend, doſt thou not feare 
death? wouldft thou not fain return to thy wife and children. ? Towhom he | 
fanfivered, Were I at liberty , whether ſhould T go but to my aear wife and 
children ? Then faid the Schoolmaſter, Recant your errours and you ſbalf |, .. | 
be ſet at liberty : George anſwered, My wife aud my children are ſo dear to ,c; hr jane 
me,that they cannot be Parke from me with all the riches and poſſeſsions of _ ; and6hildren. | 
EE Oo 2 Dake | k 
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His ſigne, 

His Mattyr- 

| dome. 

Leondrd Keſer. 
Popiſh malice. 


\His Martyr- 
pn, 'Y 


Tentation, | 


The Perſecution of the Church 


Duke of Bavaria: but for the love of my Lord God T williagly forſake them 
all, When hewent to execution, being again perſwaded to recant, he 
ſaid, I will confeſſe Chriſt this day before-the whole world , for he is my Sa- 
| viour,and in him do Thelieve, When he was bound to the Ladder,ſome 
Chriſtian brethren deſired him, that as ſoon as he was caſt into the fire, 


This ſball be my ſigne,that ſo long as my tongue can wag I will not ceaſe 

to call upon the name of Feſws, He never changed his countenance, bur 
chearfully went to the fire, and crying continually Feſws, Feſus, he joy- 
fully yielded up his ſpirit unto God, 

Alſo one LeonardKeyſer,a Bavarian, being a Student at Wittenburg,was 
ſent for to come home, his father lying upon his death-bed; but ſoſoon 
as he was come, he was apprehended at the command of the Biſhop; and 
though the Duke of Saxony, and his own friends ſolicited very earneſtly 
to the Biſhop for his life, yet he proceeded to condemn him, and deliver- 
ed him over to the ſecular Magiſtrate, ' As he was led to the place of ex- 
ecution, he ſaid, 0 Lord Feſus, remain with me, ſuſtain and help me, ana 
give me ſtrength; When the fire was ready to be kindled, he cryed out 
witha loud voyce, 0 Feſns, 1 am thine, have mercy upon me, and ſave me, 
and ſo he quietly ſlept in the Lord, 


——— 
— ——— 


| The Martyrdome of a godly Miniſter in Hungary, 


A Cruel Biſhop in H»gary took a godly Miniſter for preaching the 
'Y truth; and cauſed Hares, Geeſe, and Hens to be tied round about 
his naked body, and then ſer dogs upon him, thaticruelly rent and tore 
whatſoever they could catch, ſo that he died thereof; but God left not 


| this cruelty unrevenged ; for1hortly after the Biſhop fell mad, and ra- 


ving, died miſerably. 
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; Cray. XXXI. 
The Perſecutions of the Church in the Low- 


Countries, 


N Holland there was a graye widow called Pendelmuta, to whom it 
pleaſed God to reveal his truth, and ſhe became a zealous Profeſſour 

of it, for whichſhewas apprehended and caſt intopriſon, and after- 
wards brought forth at the Seffions, where many Monks perſwaded 
her to recant, but could not prevail; Many alſo of her kindred and other 


noble Matron, who coming to her, ſaid, My Wendelmura, 17hy doft thow 
not keep"thoſe things which thou believeſt ſecret in thy heart , that thou maye 


prolone thy life? To whom ſhe anſwered, Truly you know not what you ſay; oy 
_ 


——— —_ — > — Two —_— 5 


inthe T ow-Conntries | 


he would give them ſome fign of the truth of his faith; ro whom he faid,,] 


hs. AM... 


women were ſuffered to perſwade with her, amongſt which was a] 
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| with the heart man beleeves to righteouſneſſe ," but with the tongue confeſsion 
i made to ſalvation, Then was the condemned to be burnt to athes, 
and her goods to be confiſcated, which ſentence ſhe rook: patiently and 
wetly. Os” 
; Arthe place of herexecntion a Monk brought her a Croſſe, and bade | 
her to kifſe and worſhip her God, to whom ſhe ſaid, I worſhip no wordden | ignorance. 
God, but only that God which i in heaven; 'and fo with' a merry and joyful bh 
countenance the went to the ſtake, defiring the Exectitioner to knock it 
in faſt that it might not fall; Being bound to it, ſheardently commended 
her ſoul into the hands of God; when ſhe was to be ſtrangled ſhe modeſt- 
ly cloſed her eyes, and bowed down her head as one that went to ſleep; | yer maryr- 
after which ſhe was burned toaſhes, , | COIN. 
Anno 1529, There were two godly and learned men apprehended | 
in Coley, and caſt into priſon, where they were kept a year and an half, | 
and the ſweating fickneſle raging exceedingly at that time in Germany, 
the Popiſh Clergy preached that the way to pacifie Gods wrath, and to Pi mane: 
remove the plague, was to cut off Hereticks, whereupon theſe two god- Two gogly 
ly _ were brought out, and condemned, and preſently after | "© 297 
urned, 
Alſo one Nicholas, a godly man, was apprehended at Antwerp, bound ' yq;,,1ss 
upin a ſack, caſt into theriver and drowned, ; drowned, 
Alfo Piftorins, a learned and godly Preacher, coming from Wittenburg ,; fortue 
into Holland, preached againſt the Maſle, Popiſh pardons, 8&c, Whete- | 
upon he was caſt into priſon amongſt. Malefactors, whom he inſtructed, 
and much comforted in their diſtreſſed condition ; and one of them be- | 
ing half naked, he gave him his gown ;| His father viſiting him in pri- | Charity. 
ſon, encouraged him to conſtancy : Art laſt he was condemned and carri- 
ed forth to execution with a fools coat on his back ; when he was tied | y;, pat. 
to the ſtake, he ſaid,o death,where i thy wittory ? and ſo he was firſt ſtran- | dome. 
gled, and then burned, ; | 
Another for ſpeaking againſt the Maſle and Reliques, was hanged in | 0,ehunged, 
Sueuid, | | = | * "IOC OE 
Another godly Miniſter being commanded to £6 to fixteen' rn that 
were to be beheaded.to counſel and corhfort them at their death - wheri 
they were executed, was himſelf biddento kneel down, and ſo rhey cut [A Miniger __ 
off his head. _ | &Y, JON  DB49 =x gh ; | 
 Alfo George Scherter, a godly Miniſter, that took great pains in ins | George Scher- 
ſtruing his people in the knowledge of the Gofpet in a town hear | ter. ! 
Salizburg , was apprehended and caft into priſon, where he wrote a 
Confeſſion of his taith , and afterwards was condemned , firſt tobe be- 
headed, and then burned, -- As he wentto'the execution he {ajd*to the | — at 
Spectators, That you may know that Tait a trae Chriftian, 1 will give you on. 
a figne : and accordingly when'his head had been eur off, lo long as whillt | 
aman might ear an egge, his body all the while lying vpon the belly, i | 
turned it ſelf upon the back, croſſing rhe right foot over the left; and the 
right hand over the left : by which miracle'imany weee induced to believe | 
the Goſpel, | TOY; CRC 
Ent 2 Another _. 
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"| | Anothergodly man was burned at Dornich. — 
—_— __ Anno 2539. Agodly miniſter not far from Baſil, was murthered- in | 
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| his own houſe by-a Popiſh Prieſt, whom he had kindly entertained; 
| m_ + wag Miniſters about char time, were, ſome drowned, ſome be- 


in Zovain, . whereupon an Inquiſitor came from Brexels thither, and 
Davin gorren a company of ſouldiers, in the night rime he brake into 
their houſes, plucking men-and women out of their beds from their 
children, and caſting them into priſon :'Thither the Doors of Lovain 
came; CLnKIng gicher eo conyert them or confound them z but the ſpi- 
rit ofGod aſhiſting his Saints, the doors went away confounded them- 


ſelves: Then did they cruelly torment every one of them by themſelves; 


| amongſt theſean aged Miniſter of abour ſixty years old was condemned 


to perpetual impriſonment in a dark and ſtinking dungeon, where he 
could neither read nor write, nor might any man come to him, and he 
was fed onely with bread and water. 

_ Two wereburatalive in the fire; an aged man was beheaded: Two 
aged women were buried quick.: others for refuſing to do pennance, 
_ buraed alſo; Allwhich rook their death very patiently and cheer- 


Perfrual, a very learned and godly man, caſt into priſon, and becauſe 
he could by no-means be brought to recant,he was adjudged to perpetual 
impriſonment,. and: there 'to be fed only with bread and water : neither 
would they ſuffer the Citizensto ſend any reliet to him: ſhortly after he 
was made away-in'priſon, | 
Alſo one Fuſtus Iuſberg in the ſame city 
and ſome of -Luthers Sermons found in his houſe, was caſt into 


. 


went .to. this - poor; man; and much - confirmed and ſtrengthned him in 


the faith, infomuch.as when the Lowain Doctors came to perfwade him | 


to.recant, he before-them all made abold.confeffion of his faith. from 
which he would not be difſwaded, whereupon he was condemned and 
beheaded... -- it oth | 
Abour the ſame time there was one Giles Tilemar,a Cutler at Brux- 
els, who by diligent, reading: of the Scriptures, through Gods grace, 
was.converted, and became. very zealous forthe truth; he was alſo very 
humble; mild, and merciful; whatſoever the could: ſpare from his own 
neceſſity, he gaveitto the paor; living by «Bis: trade himſelf; Some he 
refreſhed with meat,,others with cloathing;-to others he gave ſhooes, 
to others houſhold-ſtuffe; 'to-others heminiſtred godly exhortations 
for their edification,, Ohe-poor-wonun' being/:delivered ofa child, and 
wanting a bedto| he ſenther hisbeds; and himſelf was content 


tolie on the ſtraw; Ar laſt he was diſcovered and caſt into yerwak 
79 | where! 
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Anno 1543, Notice was. taken that there were divers godly perſons 


: Theyear after-in-the ſame Univerſity of Lovain, was. one Maſter | 


= ti 
, for having a New Teſtament | 


x and command given that none ſhould ſpeak with him, Ar the} 
e time there were priſoners, ina room under him, eAgidius and Fr | 
cenas metioned before, whoſe door being left open accidentally., they 
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where much pains was taken to bring him back to Popery, but alwayes 
his adverſaries went away With ſhame; After eight months imptifontnent 
he was ſent to Bruxels to be' judged, in which place he comforted man 
that he found in priſon there, exhorting them to conſtancy that they 
might attain che CrownzMoſt of his food he divided amongſt them,con: 
tenting himſelt with ſome few ſcraps: He was ſoardent in Prayer, kneel- 
ing by himſelf in ſome ſecret place, that often he torgat himſelf, and be- | EncK Prayer 
ing many times called to his mear, he neither heard,"nor ſaw them that 
ſtood by him till hewas lifted up by the armes, Iv 
Divers Friars coming to reduce him, he would till requeſt them to Meekn offs 
go their wayes, for he was at a point ; and when they reviled him, he on 
would not anſwer them again , inſomuch as they reported abroad that 
he had a dumb. Devilin him, But whea they ſpake of matcers of Re- 
ligion, he anſwered them freely, mightily contuting them by the Sctip- ' | 
rures ; Often he might have eſcaped, the priſon doors being ſet open, _ 
bur he would not, that he might not bring his Keeper into trouble; Af- F'2* refuſed. 
terwards he was removed to another priſon, where they ſought by tor-. 
ments toenforce him to rEcant : and when all would not prevail, he. 
was condemned to the fire; which when he heard of, he gave heatry 
thanks to God for that the hour was come wherein he might glbrifle <ofancy. 
his name, Seeing a great pile of wood prepared for his burning. he | 
defired that moſt of it might betaken away and given to the 'povor; Nc. 
for a little, ſaidhe, will ſerve to burn me : and ſeeing a poor man 
that lacked ſhoos , he gave him his : Being tied to the ſtake the hang-, 
man would haye ftrangled him, bur he refuſed , ſaying, 1t needs not, 7 _ 
fer y the fire, and fo in the. midſt of the flames he gave up'the His Manyt- 
Ghoſt, | | TGUTHTE 
Anno 1543, and 1544, © There was a great perſecution all oyer | 4great periy- 
Flanders , by that there was neither town nor 7 in all the Couns | cution 
trey, wherein ſome were not baniſhed, beheaded, or condemned to- per- | 
perual impriſonment : neither way there any reſpeR eicher of age or ſex: 
But eſpecially at Gaunt, many of the chief men were burned for Re- 
ligion, | 
 Alfo at the Empetours going to Bruxels, there was a tertible perſe- 
cution and {laughter tf: e of Gods People in Brabant, Artoss., &c, 
ſo that two hundred men and women were apprehended at one time, 
whereof ſome were drowned, ſome buried quick, ſome privily made* a> 
way : others ſent to perpetual prion: yea {o many others were put' to | 
death, that che hands pf the hangman were tired with flying | - 
of men, W7 | 
Anno 1545. There was one Martin, at Gaunt , a Filhmonger, who _ —A4 
lived very diſſolutely to his old age ; but it pleaſed God by a Sermon old aw 
that he heard, to bring him to the knowledge of theerach-and to re- | 
pentance for his former fins, whereupon he left Gaunt, and ſought -our | 
the company of godly Chriſtians, who uſed much reading of ro 
tures, by -whom he was further inſtruRed and grounded in the trach', | 
Then after three moneths he returned to the City again, where'Re-vifi- | 


ted _ 


_ 


+ He is condein- 
ned, 


His Maityr- 
dome, 


Two god] 
Vigil 


Burnt. . 


Coxſtancy and 
COULAgC. 


A Mitacl:, 


Andrew 


? Tbieſſ en, / 


» PETE 
+ ; 


a. 


| 285 ; The Perſecution 0 f the Cburch in the Low-Countraes. | 


ted the Captivesin priſon, comforted them in perſecution, and confym- 
ed them in the truth which wereled to the fire, 

The Friars ſeeing rhis, though formerly he had been very bonntiful to 
them, yet now they conſpiretl againſt him,whereby he was laid in bands, 
and by.ſharp and cruel torments they would have enforced him to recant, 
but not prevailing, he was condemned; and his goods confiſcated; as he 
ſtood at the ſtake, a Friar ſaid to him, Martin, except thou doſt turn, thou 
ſhalt go from this temporal to everlaſting fire, to whom he anſwered, 1t 
not for you to judge me ;, and ſo he quietly {leptin the Lord, 

_ - Thenext day after two other men were burned, and a woman buried 
m for the ſame cauſe, who joyfully and cheerfully ſuffered Mar- 
tyrdome, 

At Delden two Virgins of a noble ſtock, who frequently and dili- 
gently attended Sermons,being apprehended and examined,couragiouſly 
confeſſed and maintained the truth, wherefipon they were condemned, 
and the younger was firſt burned ; In the fire ſhe prayed ſo ardently for 
her enemies, that the Judges greatly marvelled at it; Then did they ex- 


| bort the elder, thar if ſhe would not recanr, yet at leaſt thatſhe would 


| petition to have her puniſhment changed into beheading inſtead of but- 

ning, whereupon ſheanſvered, that ſhe held no errour of which ſhe had 
caule to repent, bur the truth which was conſonant to the Scriptures,in 
which ſhe truſted to perſevere unto the end : And for the kind of her pu- 
niſhment ſhe feared not the fire, but would rather follow the example of 
her dear fiſter,andſo being put into the fire ſhe quietly ſlept in the Lord. 
But this was marvellous, that after their death, the bodies ofthem both 


vily inthe night buried them, 

\ Anno Chriſti, 1545, There was in Mechlin one Andrew Thieſſen, who 
had three ſonnes anda daughter , whom he carefully brought up in the 
knowledge of the truth ; after which he went into England, and there 
died z Two of his ſonnes went into Germany to ſtudy there, and after a 


| time returned home again, inſtruing their mother, brother, and ſiſter 


intheright knowledge of Chriſt , which being taken notice of , they 
| were all carried before the Magiſtrate , and exhgrted to returne to the 
Church of . Rome again ; The younger brotherand ſiſter, being not ſo 
raroughly grounded in the truth by reaſon of their yeares, yielded 
ſomething and ſo were ſent home again : the mother, who remained 
conſtant, was adjudged to perpetual impriſonment : the two elder bre- 
thren defended the truth ſoutly againſt the Friars ; Diſpuration not pre- 
vailing, they proceeded to torments , endeayouring to know of them 
who was their Maſter, and what fellows they had 2 they anſwered that 
their Maſter was Chriſt , who bare his Croſſe betore them; and 
for fellows they had innumerable, diſperſed in all places, At laſt they 
| were condemned to the fire ; and at the place of execution, they began 
to.exhort the people, whereupon bals were pne into their months ; 
which through vehemency in defiring to ſpeak, they thruſt out again, 
1atreatingthem for the Lords ſake that they might have leave to ſpeak ; 

£4 and 
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remained white, andunhurt by the fire, whereupon ſome Chriſtians pri- 
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| downa looſe ſtone, which talling upon his leg, brake itin pieces; He com- 
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and (o ſinging with a loud voice , they were faſtened to the ſtake, where joy and ccm- 
they prayed for their Perſecutors, exhorted one another, and endured | foitit ceath. 
the fire patiently : One of them feeling the violence ot the flame, faid, 
0 what a ſmall pain u this compared with the glory to come land ſo,commit- 
ting their ſpirits into the hands of God, they finiſhed their race, 

Anno 1545, Therewasa great perlecution in Dornick; and amongſt | ,,.:.. -,;.. 
others there was one Adrian Tailor and his Wite apprehended, and up- | ard his «ite. 
on their examination, the man being ſomewhat timorons, relented 
ſomething, and ſo was beheaced: but the woman, being more conſtant 
was pur into an iron grate and {o buried alive, 

There was alſo one. Maſter Peter Bruly about the ſame time, ſorhe- | ,,.q.. -.. 
times a Preacher in Str.zsbure, but now at the requeſt of the faithful in pry. 4 
Dornick, a diligent Preacher there ; He uſed to preach in houſes, the door | 
ſtanding open; the Magiſtrate hearing ot ir, laid wait for him, ſhutting up 
the City gates,and ſearching three days for him; but the brethren in the | 
night time let him down ina basket over the wall:and when he was down, | 
one of them leaning over the wall to bid him farewel , unawares threw 


/ 


plaining of his hurt,the watchmen heard him and apprehended him.”Then -—- "ad 
did he give thanks to Almighty God, who by thar providence ſtaid him | 
there to bear witneſfle to his truth: whilſt he was in priſon, he ceaſed nor 
to inſtru and confirm all them that came ro him in the Word of grace: }. 
after four monerhs impriſonment he was condemned to be burnt, and, .. ...._. 
his aſhes to be caſt into the river; The Friars took care that he ſhould | a:dauetly, 
have but a ſmall fire, that his pain might be the more increaſed, yet he | 
conſtantly and cheartully ſuffered Martyrdom, | 
God made the Miniſtry of this good man yery powerful to many ; 
amongſt others there was one Peter Mioce, who had lived long in all 
manner of wickedneſs and licenciouſne(s ; but being, through Gods 
erace,converted, he excelled all the reſt of the brethren in zeale and los | Hisconve:ftron 
lineſſe , at laſt he was apprehended , and being asked whether he was 
one of Peter Brulzes diſciples: he ſaid that he was, and that he had re- 
ceived much benefit by his Doctrine : withall profeſſhing that his do- 
crine was conſonant to the holy Scriptures ; whereupon he was let|,.. 
down into a deep dungeon full of Toads and other vermine : After- | geon amongſt 
wards he was brought forth before the Senate, who had .provided ſome | Loacs. | 
Friars to convert him: To whom he ſaid,77hen 7 lived an ungodly life in | _ _ 
all manner of vice and wickedueſi, you never ſaid word to me; but now for | © 
ſavouring and favouring the Word of God, you ſeek my blood, Then did they 
examine him about ſundry Articles of Religion, ro which whilſt he was 
making a full anſwer, they cut him off, bidding him anſwer in two |, , 
words, Tea, or No; Whereupon he ſaid, 1f you will not give me leaverts| © | 
anſwer fully to things of ſuch importance , ſend me agaih to my dungeon a- | 
moneft the Toads and Frogs, who will not interrupt me whilſt I talk with my 
Lord my God: Shortly after he was condemned to be burned : and ha- | 
ving a bag of powder hung about his neck, when the fire came to ir, it 
gavea crack : whereupon the Friars told the People , that the- Divel | popit. lies. 
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drive away the Margrave, he took a hammerand beat out Fabrie's brains, and ſtabbed 


| into England, but having paſſed through Dornick , they were difcove- 


| ſought to pump out of Nicholas what acquaintance he had in that City : 


ch in the Low-Countries. | 
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came out ofhim and carried away his ſoul to hell. 

| A tyrannous Prince in Germany apprehended a godly Miniſter, and | 
for his conſtancyin the truth, pur out both his eyes, and kept him a 
| long time in priſon , affliting him with divers kinds of torments z Then 
did he cauſehim to- be degraded , ſhaving the skin off his head, and 
rubbing it with (alt till the blood ran down his ſhoulders, and paring 
off the ends of his fingers; fo that four days after he patiently yielded 
up the Ghoſt, 

Not long after there was a godly Miniſter in Antwerp, called Chrifto- 
pher Fabri,that was betrayed by a woman, who pretended a great” zeal 
to Religion , and was caſt into priſon , where he lay for a long time, 
and endured much miſery : at laſt he was brought torth and condem- 
ned-to be burnt alive, And when the Margrave brought him forth to 
execution, the people baving firſt ſung Pſalmes, fell to caſting of 
ſtones againſt the Executioner, ſo as the poor Priſoner being bound , 
and fire {er to him, the Margrave durſt ſtay no longer but ran away,and 
ſo did the executioner ; but before he fled, by the command of the 


himinco the back with a dagger , ſo that the people running to ſave 
him from the fire found him dead : after which by the command of the 
Margrave, he had a great ſtone tied about his neck, and was thrown into 
the river, | 

 Anno1549, One Nicholas and Barbara his wife, and one Auſtin and 
Marrian his wife, Germans by birth , went to Geneva, where they li- 
ved for a ſpace; then returning through Germany they intended to go 


| 


redto the Lieutenant thereof , who ſpeedily purſuing them , overtook 
them, yet at that time God delivered A#ſtiz out of their hands : but Nz- 
cholas and the two women were apprehended and carried back by the 
ſouldiers; Coming to an Inne by the way, at table Nicholas gave 
| thanks : whegeat the wicked Captain {wearing grievouſly, ſajd , Let ws 
ſee, thou lewd Heretick, if thy God can deliver thee out of my hand ; Nicholas 
| replyed, Hath Chriſt ever offended you that by your For Hamed. [wearing 
you thus tear him in pieces © Pray you if you have any thing againſt Chriſt xa- 
| ther wreak your anger upon this poor body of mine,and let the Lord alone; Then 
did he bind chem hands and feer, bow | carried them to Byurges, and caſt 
them into the dungeon, 
Divers Friers coming tothem, Nicholas in diſputing with them fo 
confounded them, that they went away aſhamed, ſaying, that he hada: 
divel, crying, To the fire with the Lutherane, Afterwards the Magiſtrate 


bur not prevailing with him, he went to his wife, and by flattering | 
{peechesand fair promiſes, he wrought ſo upon her weakneſſe, thar 
he gat our all that ſhe knew, whereupon enſued a great perſe- | 
cution, | 

Shortly after Nicholas was condemned to be burned, at the hearing 
of whichſentence , he bleſſed the Lord who had counted him worthy to 
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be a witneſſe in the cauſe of his dear and wel-beloved Son Jeſus 'Chrift ; | | 
Act the place of execution he w a commanded not to ſpeak-to 'the -Peo- | 
ple, for if he did, he ſhonld have a woodden ball thruſt \irito his | 
mouth; yet as he was binding to the ſtake, forgetting the com- |,,__... 
mand , he cryed out, 0 Charles, Charles, how long ſhall thy heart be -hayd- eB 
ned ? With that one of the Souldiers gave him a great blow: Then he 
ſaid, 4b miſerable Prople,who are not worthy that the Word ſhould be preached 
to you; The Friars crying out that he had a Diyel, he anſwered chem in 
the words of David, Depart from me all ye wicked, for the Lord hath yy @ 
heard the voice of my weeping ; and ſo commending his ſpirit into the. 
hands of God, heended his life in the midſt of the flames, Fr] 

Marriazz w3s condemned to be buried quick ; and when ſome earth 
was thro;n upon her, the hangman ſtamped upon her with his feer till 
ſhe died. Afterwards Auſtin that had before elcaped,was apprehended, 
and being examined, —_— nature he was a very timorous and Auſtinscou- 
weak man, yet did he ſtand to the defence of the truth valiantly , and 2% 
anſwered his adverſaries very boldly, Being condemned co be burne , 
as he was going to execution, a Gentleman drank to him in a cap of 
wine, exhortinz him to pity hiwſelf,at leaſt not to deſtroy his ſoule : | Terexion., 
Auſtin than'ed him, ſaying, What care I have of my ſole you may ſee by 
this, in that I had rather give my body to be burned , then to jo againſt my | Zeal. 
conſcience, Being tyed to the ſtakeand fire ſet ro him, he hearcily prayed 
to the Lord, and ſo patiently departed, 

Anno 155 :, The Emperour Chales the fifth , having obrruded the 
Interim upon Germany, many godly Miniſters were perſecuted and dri- 
ven from their places for oppoſing the ſame,as may be ſeen in my firſt part 
of Lives. The city of Magdenburg alſo for refuſing ic, had an army ſent a- | 1,,denturg 
gainſt it, which beſieged it fora whole year together, whereby many of | beticz ed ; 
the godly Citizens loſt their lives, and others endured great miſeries, 
Burt at laſt, Gods providence ſo ordering of it, warre aroſe betwixt the 
Emperour' and the King of France, whereupon peace was granted unto 
Magdenburg upon good terms , and the inhabitants enjoyed their former 
Religion quietly, | 

Anno 1555, There was one Hoſtius born at Gaunt, who for ſome | Hoſtius. 
time was 2 member of the French Church here in Loxdoy in King Edwards 
days : but in the beginning of Queen Maries reign, he-went vvith his 
family tro Norden in Frizeland : and aftervvards having ſome bulineſle | 
to Gaunt, he went tnither, wherehe inſtructed many of his friends in rhe 
truth; and hearing that a Friar uſed to preach good dotine , he! 
went to hear him; but the Friar that day defended tranſubſtanciarion , | 
which ſo grieved him , that he could ſcarce refrain from ſpeaking till 
the Sermon was enced, When the Friar was come down from the 
Pulpir, he charged him for preaching falſe dorine,perſwading the peo- 
ple by the Scripture,that the bread was but the Sacrament of the Lords 
body ; but the un making a tumult, carried him out of the Church 
inacroud; and ie had not gone far before he was apprehended by an 
Officer, and carried to priſon Then came divers Friars to reafon with 
Pars --- hum 
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| trand hardly eſcaped with life. 


| bring other red hot irons for his right foot , which they uſed as they 
-| had done his hand , which he with marvellous patience and conſt:n- 


| a ſpecial Pro- | in aniron chaine upon the fire and pulled up again , and fo they conti- 


him ; and he-ſtood to the triakof:che Scriptares only , which chey re- 
fuſed. During . his. unprifonment:he wrote: a conſolatory letter to his 
wife, .exhorting her to-bring.up his children in the tear of God, Being 
condemned, he was commanded : not to ſpeak to the people ; being 
bound to the ſtake, he prayed for his enemies,and was fiſt ſtrangled, and 
then burnt, -* +. 99S "2 8 

The fame year there was at Dornick one Bertrand, who to enjoy the 
freedome ofhis conſcience went to Weſel/;: but being defirons co diaw 
his wifeand children thicher, he-went thrice to Dorazck to perſwade her 
to 80 with him; yet could he by no means prevail with her ; Then did 


him in the work that he went about; and on Chriſtmas day he went to 
the great Church at Dornick; and the Prieſt being at Maſſe, when he 
was about toeleyate the Hoſt, Bertrand took the cake out of his hand 
and trampled it under his feer, ſaying, that he did it to ſhew the glory of 
that god that they worſhipped, or rather what little power he had , 
labouring to perſwade them that the cake was not their Saviour ; Ar firſt 
the people ſtood amazed,bur preſently they raiſed fuch a tumulr that Bey- 


The Governour hearing of it, was exceedingly enraged, and ſent for 
Bertrand into the Caſtle, asking him whether he was ſorry for his 
fat, and whether he would do it ifit were to do again? Bertrand an- 
ſwered, That he would, and if he had a hundred: lives to loſe, he 
would loſe them all in that quarrel; Then was he thrice put to the 
rack and tormented cruelly to draw trom him who were his (erters 
on; yet could they get nothing from him : Then was he condemned, 
and drawn from the Caſtle to the Market-place with a Ball of iron in 
his mouth - There he was ſet: upon a ſtage, and had his right hand 
wherewith he did the fat, cruſhed between two hot irons with ſharp 
edges, till the form of his hand was quite changed ; Then did they : 


cy underwent, putting out his foot of his own accord ro them ; Then 
raking the ball of Iron our of his mouth, they cut out his tongue : not- 
withſtanding which, he continually called and cryed unto God , which 
cauſed them tothruſt in the ball of iron again; Then was he ler down 


nued pulling up and letting him-down till he was burnt to aſhes , which 
aſhes they threw into the river, 

From Lograne in Helvetia the Miniſters were baniſhed , but were en- 
tertained by the Tigurines, 

Two other good men born in Dorpick , went into divers reformed 
Churches, where they increaſed much in knowledge and godlinefle, and 


4 
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he ſet his houſe in order, defiring her to pray that God would eſtabliſh | 


atlaſt reſolved to return to: Dornick, to do what good they could in 


people were: gone to. a wood tb hear the Word of God preached to 


their own Country; and it ſofell out that on a day when many good | 


intelli-| 


| them by a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt , their Adverſaries having 
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gence of it, tollowed them thither,and took about thirty of them,amongſt | __ 
whom were theſe two men , who fell co ſinging of Pſalms , ſuppoting | ag _ 
that rhey ſhould be preſently burned ; buc afterwards they were | © © 
condemned to be beheaded; and ſo they comfortably ended their | 
lives, | 

Alfo divers godly men and women ſuffered Martyrdome at Yalence, | Zames Fabes 
amongſt whom was Fames Faber,an old man,who,when they argued with | is excelleuc 
him about his religion,{aid, Though I cannot ſatisfie you by reaſoning,yet Iran wer: 
conſtantly abide and ſuffer for the trnth of the Goſpel. | 

Alſo one Godfride,being condemned at Dornick for an Hererick; Nay 2* Fern 
{aid he , Not an Heretick , but an unprofitable ſervant of Feſus Chriſt, __ 
When the Hangman would have ſtrangled him to eaſe his pain in burn- | Courage. 
ing, he refuſed, ſaying, that he would abide the ſentence of death which 
was paſſed upon him. | | 

Beſides theſe, there were both in the upper and lower Germany many |, ,4.. 4 
others ſecretly made away ; ſomedrowned : ſome bured quick; ſome poilon. 9. 
murthered in priſon, 8&c,-A godly Miniſter was alſo poiſoned by a 
0 at Erford tor preaching the truth of Chriſt, Beſides many 
others, | 

In the city of Lile the Goſpel was ſecretly preached for three years | i, re. 
together, ſometimes in houſes, then in woods, fields, and Caves of the 
earth, not without hazard of their deareſt lives if they had been diſco- 
vered , yer did not dangers cool the zealof Gods people ; bur what was 
preached, was accordingly praiſed amongſt them ; works of mercy and 
charity were their exerciſe , nor only towards thoſe of the houſhold | chcifian qa 
of faith, but towards thoſe which were without alſo; ſo as many by | iy. 

_ hereof were drawn and brought to the knovvledge of 
Chriſt, | 

This ſo enraged Satan and his inſtruments, that 4x0 1556, the time 
being come wherein God had given them power totry and exerciſe the 
taich of his people, they neglected not to ſhew their cruelty upon them: | 
and for that end one night about ten of the clock, the Provoſt of the 

City with his armed Sergeants made ſearch to ſee if they could find any 
met together; but,by Gods Providence, there was no meeting of Gods 


People at chat time; then went they to the houſe of one Robert Oguire, | Robert Oguire 
JNQ NIS '42LY 


arly inſtructed in the knowledge and fear of God, for, 

Being violently entred into the houſe, ſeeking up and down for their 
prey, they found certain books which they took away with them. - 
but Ba#dizon the ſon of Robert , whom they principally ſought after , "N 
was not then at home, being gone abroad to confer of the word with | $4*4n- 
{ome of the brethren, Before the Provoſt was departed, Baud;zop came 
home, and knocked at the door, Martin his younger brother , who 
watched tor his coming,bade him preſently to be gone :+ but he thiaking | 
that he had miſtaken him for ſome other , continued knocking, ſaying, 
It is, 1 open the deor, Then came the Sergeants and opened the door, 


and laying hold on him, ſaid , 4h Sir, yow are well met, and with _ 
| the 


—_ 


ing —_ eg dit ad A 
- = 


MC —.— — 


Eu 3 
-— =» 


"i 


[| 


, 


| 


which was alittle Churchz forall in ir,both ſmall and great, werefamili- | 2:27 * we 4 


— 
. 


| =_ 


94 | 


| 


| 

' . » i 

| joy in'rribula- 
, tion. 


They are cxa- 
mined. 


An holy pra- 
 Qice, 


Fervent prayer 


They are tor- 
tured. 


Robert and 
Baudixon con 
deraned, 


to hear the ſumme of our prayers, Iam ready to recite the ſame unto 


and the Father with his eldeſt ſon were preſently adjudged to be burnt 


The Perſecntion of the Church in the Low-C ountries. | 


? 


the Provoſt arreſted him in the Emperours name, withall cauſing the | 
Father, Mother, and two ſons to- be bound, and fo carried them way : 
towards the priſon ; As they went through the ſtreets, Ba#dizon ſaid a- 
loud: 0h Lord, aſſiſt us by thy grace, not only to be priſoners for thy names | 
ſake, but to confeſs thy holy truth in all purity before men , ſo far as to ſeal | 

the ſame with onr blood, for the edrfication of thy poor Charch ;, they were 
all caſt into ſeveral priſons, yet remained cheartul, praifing God for ac- 
counting them worthy to ſuffer for his truth ; and after a few dayes they 
were all brought forth before the Magiſtrates, who guy to Robert 
Oguireſaid ; We hear that you never come to Maſle; That you di(- 
{wade others from it; That you keep Conventicles in your houſe, 
where erroneous dorine is preactied, &c, Robert anſwered, I indeed 
refuſe to go to Maſs , oF the death and precious blood of Chriſt is utter- 
ly aboliſhed there, and troden under foot, rc. And I cannot deny but there have 
met together in wy houſe honeſt people ,, fearing God; Not with intention 
to harm any, 1 ar you, but for the advancement of Goas glory, and the good of | 
many, &s. Thenonedemanded what they did when they met toge- 
ther; To which Baudizon anſvvered, When vve meet together in the 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ro hear the Word of God , vye firſt , 
falling on our knees before God, in the humility of our ſpirits, do make 
confeſſion of our ſins before his Divine Majeſty - then wepray that the 
Word of God may be. rightly divided, and purely p:cached ; then we 
pray for our Soveraign Lord the Emperour, that the Common: 
wealth may be peaceably governed to the glory of God , yea we for- 
get not you whom we acknowledge our Super1ours, intreating our good 
God that you may maintain this City in tranquillity, &c, Thus you 
hear what we do in our Aſſemblies: and if you will not be offended 


you, . One of the Magiſtrates wiſhed him to go on, whereupon kneel- 
ing down, he prayed before them all with ſuch fervency ot affection , 
and ardency of zeal, that it forced the Magiſtrates to break forth into 
tears; Baudizon riſing up, ſaid, Your Maſterſhips may hereby take a ſcant- 
ling how we are imployed in our meetings. 

Being further examined, every one of them made an open Confeſſi- 
on of his faith, and ſo were returned to priſon again; And not long 
after they were tortured upon the Rack to make them confeſſe who 
they were that met at their houſe: but they would diſcover none bur 
luch as they knew were at that time out of their reach. 

Four or five dayes after, the men were again convented before the 
Magiſtrates, who asked them ifthey would ſubmit themſelves to the 
will of the Magiſtrates : Robert and Baudzzon ſaid they would ; but 
Martin the younger ſonne ſaid, he wonld not ſubmit thereto, but 
would accompany his Mother, .and ſo he was ſent back to priſon , 


alive. Sentence being rnpnces , one of the Judges ſaid, This day fhall 
you goto dwell with all the Divels in hell fire , Then were they recurned to 
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red the rage and fury of their enemies ; In priſon there came ſome Friars 
to them, telling them thac the hour was come wherein they muſt | 
finiſh their dayes: They anſwered 5 Bleſſed be the Lord our God , who 
now delivering our bodies out of this vile priſon , will receive our ſouls into 
his glorious and heavenly Kingdom, Then ſaid one of the Friars, Father 
Robert,thou art an old man, I intreat thee in this rhy laſt hour think of 
ſaving thy ſoule ; andif thon wilt give ear to me. Ile warrant thee 
thou ſhalt do well ; Robert anſwered, Poor man, how dareſt thou aſ- 
| ſume that to thy {elf which belongs ro God alone, and ſo rob him of 
his honour 7 &c, Another wiſhing him to pity his ſoul , he ſaid , Duft 
thou not ſte what pity I have on it,when for the name of Chrift I am willing to| Nor; 
give my body to the firs, hoping to day to be with him in Paradiſe, &c. Then| 
{ajd a Friar, Out Dog, thou art not worthy the name of a Chriſti- 
an: thou and thy ſonne are ref{olved to damne your foules with all the 
Divels in hell, 

Then would they have ſevered the Father from his ſon, which Bau- 
dizon perceiving, ſaid, Pray you let my Father alone, hes an ol4 man, 
hinder him not from receiving the Crown of Martyrdome. Another 
Friar ſaid, Away Varlet, thou art the cauſe of thy Fathers perdition, 
Whilſt Bazdizoz was ſtripping and fitting himſelf to be ſacrificed , 
| ſome of the Friars had faſtned a Crucifix in the old mans hands, per- 
(wading him thar it would pleaſe the People, and thar for all thar, he 
might lift up his heart to God, &c, Bur © ſoon as Bazdizon fawit, he | 
id, Alaſſe Father, what do you now * will you play the 1dolater at your laſt | 2eq1 
hour 5 and fo pulling the Idol out of his hand, he threw it a- 
Way, NE. 
Ar the place of execution they were ſet npona Scaffold , and Baud:- 
zon delired leave to make a Confeſſion of his faith : anſwer was made, 
that he might confeſs himſelf to a Friar ifhe would, which he refufing, | 
was readily haled tothe ſtake, where he began to fing the 16. Plalm ; 
then ſaid a Friar, Do you not hear what wicked errors theſe Hereticks 
{ing, to beguile the people withall 2 Baudizon hearing him , replyed: | Biaſphemy. 
Thou ſimple 1diot , calleſt thou the Pſalms of David errours © but no mar- 
vel, for thus are ye wont to blaſpheme againſt the Spirit of God, Then ſee- 
ing them about to chain his Father to the ſtake, he faid to him, Be of 
god courage Father, the worſt will be paſt by and by, Then did he often 
breath forth : 0h God , Father everlaſting, accept the ſacrifice of our bodies Faith andcous | 
for thy well-beloved Son Feſwus Chriſt his ſake, A Friar cryed,Out Heretick | ragx- 
| thou lieſt ; God is none of thy Fatherzthe Divel is thy Father, BaudiZox 
fixing his eys upon heaven, ſaid to his Father, Behold, 7 ſee the heavens open, 
and millions of Angels ready to receive us ,and rejoycing to ſee'us thus bearin 
| witneſs to the truth in the view of the world, Father het us rejoyce and be elat 
for the joys of heaven are opened to us, Thenſaid a Friar, I ſee Hell open, 
and millions of Divelsare ready to carry you thither, A poor man in 
the croud cryed out, Be of good comfort Baxdizoy, ſtand to it, thou 
fighteſt in a good quarrel, Fam onthy fide; which words fo ſoon as he'| 
had ſpoken, he departed, and ſo haſtened himſelf from danger, .. X 
The 


"CEPT At. % — R . . - oY ww 


_ ; 


—— Y Rs at. Ad 


| 29 | T be Perſecution of the Church in the Low-C ontries. 


—_—_— - 


Theit Martyr- 
dome. 


Martin and his 


'' Mother, 


Popiſh {ubtil- 
ty. 


Humane frail - 
ty. 


Recovery. 


Toy in tribula» 


tion. 


| 


$08 Alas what wy! hath he done you that you ſhould requite him with fo 


very heart His mother hearing his pittiful complaints, and ſeeing him 


{ Then were they both condemned to be burnt alive, and their aſhes to 


"Martin anſwered, As for your railings and curſings, God will this 
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The fire being kindled, Baudizoy oft ſaid to his Father,Yet a very little 
while and we ſhafl enter into the heavenly _— ; the fire encreafing, the 
laſt words which they ſpake, were, Feſws Chriſt thou Sonne of God, into 
thy hands we commend our ſpirits, and fo they ſweetly ſlept in the 
Lord, 

After the death of theſe worthy champions of Chriſt , many of the 
Popiſh rabble were ſent , if poſſible, to ſeduce the Mother and fon re- 
maining in priſon ; and coming to them, the firſt ſubtilty they uſed 
was to ſeparate them aſunder ; then they ſet upon the woman as 
the weaker veſſel, and ſo wrought upon her that ſhe began to waver 
and let go her firſt taich; this the adverſaries much rejoyced in ; and 
the poor flock of Chriſt in that place hearing of it , were as much afflic- 
ed with the news ; but God left them not in this mournful concition 
long: For a Monk one day going to her, perſwaded her to draw her 
ſonne Martin to the ſame recancation with her ſelf, which ſhe promi- 
ſed todo ; but when they came together , Martin perceiving the grie- 
vous Apoſtacy of his Mother , bewailed it with many tears, ſaying 
to her, 0h Mother, what have you done ? have you denied him that redeemed 


great ap injury and diſhonour * Now am 1 plunged into that woe which 1 moſt 
feared; Ah good God that T ſhould live to ſee this, which pierceth me to the 


drowned in tears for her ſake,began again to renew her ſtrength in the 
Lord, and with tears cryed out , 0h Father of mercies, be merciful to me 
miſerable ſinner, and cover my tranſereſſion under the ngſteanſad e of thy 
bleſſed Son : Lord enable me with ſtrength from above to fland to my *firſt 
confeſſion; and make me to abide ſtedfaſt therein even to my laſt breath. 
Preſently in came the ſeducers, hoping to finde her in the ſame minde 
that they left her ; but ſhe no ſooner ſaw them , but cryed, Avoid 
Satan, get thee behind me , for henceforth thou haſt nether part nor portion 
in me; I will by the help of God ſtand to my firſt Confeſſion , and if I may not 
fien it withink, 1 will ſeal it with my blood - and fo atter this time , | 
through Gods gracious affiſtance , ſhe grew ſtronger and ſtronger ; 


be ſprinkled in the aire, When the ſentence was paſſed, as they return- 
ed to priſon, they ſaid ; Now bleſſed be God who cauſeth us thus to 
triumph over our enemies, This « the wiſhed hour , our gladſome day 
is come; let ns not therefore forget to be thankfull for that honour 
that God doth us in thus conforming us to the image of his Sonne, Let 
us remember thoſe that have troden this path before us; for this is the 
high-way to the Kingdom of heaven, &c, Hereupon ſome of the 
Friars, being ready to burſt for anger, ſaid unto Martin that was moſt 
valiant, We ſee now Heretick that thou art wholly poſſeſt body and 
ſoul with a Divel;as were thy father and brother, who are now in hell, 


day turn them into bleſſings in the fight of himſelf and all his holy 
Angels. 


When 


—— — 


\ 
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When they came into priſon, there came to them two perſons of : 
great quality, of whom one of them ſaid to Martin, Youhg man, I have FR 
compaſſion on thee; if thou wilt be ruled by me,and return to the Church 
of Rome, thon ſhalt not only be freed from this ſhameful death, butT will | 
alſo give thee an hundred pounds; Martin preſently replyed, S7r, you pre- 
ſent before me many temporal commodities : But alas | do you think me ſo ſim- 
ple, as to forſake an eternal Kingdome for the enjoyment of a ſhort temporal 
life ? No Sir, its now to0 late to ſpeak to me of worldly commodities 5 1 will | 
hearken to no other ſpeech but of thoſe ſpiritual commodities which 1 fhall en- | 
joy this day in Gods Kingdome,&e, Soon atter Martin and his mother were | 
carried to the place of their Martyrdome, and being bound to the ſtake, 
the woman ſaid : We are Chriſtians, and that which we now ſuffer, ts not for 
murther nor theft, but becauſe we will believe no more than the Word of God 
teacheth us. | 
The fire being kiadled, the heat of irdid nothing abate the fervency | | 
of their ſea], but they continued crying, Lord Feſus into thy hands we com- | faran —_— 
mend our ſpirits, and ſo they bleſlſedly flept in the Lord, | 
A Friar at Gart called Charles Coninck, being through Gods mercy gpmesConinch 
converted to the truth, left his Friars weed, and joyned himſelf to the. 
brethren; for which he was apprehended; and remaining conſtant, was | 
condemned : then came a ſpecial friend perſwading him to recant, and 
he would procure him a Cannonſhip : To whom Charles anſwered, Sir, Tentation re- 
7 thank you for your good will and kind offer, but.1 cannot accept them without " 
| offending God; and that reſt is nv true reſt and quietneſſe, which is obtained a-\ 
| gainſt the peace of a good conſcience : Shortly after his death,one of his ad- | Cods judze- 
| verſaries which had the greateſt hand in procuring of it;fell into grievous | ment on a | 
| rerrour and horrour of conſcience, whereof within a few dayes he died, |< 


Reſifted. 
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x! T he Perſecution of the Duke de Alva in the . 
E Netherlands. | 


WW Hen the light of the Goſpel was much ſpread abroad in the 
Netherlands : King Philip of Spaine ſent the Duke de Alva 
witha great Army to root out the Profeſſors of it, who exerciled nnpa- 
ralelVd cruelty againſt all forts of perſons, both ot the Nobility and "ROPE 
Commons, permitting his ſouldiers to raviſh honeſt Matrons and Vir- port ng | 
Sins, many times cauſing their husbands and Parents to ftand by and be- 
hold it. | | 
- This Duke on a time boaſted at his own table that: he had been dili- 
| gent tO root out hereſie : for thar beſide thoſe which he had ſlain in war, 
in the ſpace of {1x years he had putinto the hands of the common hang- 
man above eighteen thouſand perſons. j 1: An <= 
"His ſonne alſo Dox Frederick being ſent by him to Zutphen, was re- | 
X 7 IA rs Q_q ceived | 
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' | crueſties, 


| Theſlege of 


Don Fredericks 
cruelty tO 
-Zurphen. 


At Naerden. 


 Treachery, 


Harlem. 


received by the Bourgers without any oppoſition, yet was he no ſooner 
entred, burthe fell to murther , hang and drown a number of the inha- 


] birants, with infinite cruelties ſhewed upon wives and virgins; yea, not 


ſparing the very infants. From thence marching to Naerden in Holland, 
the inhabitants made an agreement with him , and he entred the town 


Dox Frederick did in this rown;for when the Bourgers had given the beſt 
entertainment that they could to him and his ſouldiers , he cauſed it to 
be proclaimed, that they ſhould all aſſemble themſelves together in the 
Chappel of the Hoſpital, where they ſhould be made acquainted with 
ſuch Laws, according to which they ſhould hereafter govern themſelves; 
bur when theſe poor people were thus aſſembled , he commanded his 


maſſacred, the women were firſt raviſhed, and then murthered moſt cru- 
elly, the children afid infants had their throats cut, and in ſome houſes 
they tied the inhabitants to poſts, and then ſer fire on che houſes, and 
burne them alive ; ſo that in the whole town, neither man, wife, maid, 
nor child, old nor young were ſpared; and.then the town was wholly ra- 
zed tothe ground withour pity or mercy. 


him for a1ong time, bur at laſt, their Proviſion being ſpent, they made 
bread of Linſeed of Turnups, and lived upon the fleſh of horſes , dogs, 


A Famine. 


| 


The when ſur- 
rendred, 


Popiſh perfi- 
' diouſneſle. 


A Miniſter 
hanged, 


Another be- 
headed. 


Barbarous' 


cats, and ſuch like: and this alſo in the end failing them, they were 
enforced to ſurrender the town upon compoſition, by which they were 
to'pay two hundred and fourtv thouſand florins to redeem themſelves 
and town from ſpoil, 


L o 


Don Frederick having thus got the town into his hands, commanded 
that at the tolling of the great bell, all che Bourgers and Souldiers | 


ſhould bring their armes into the ſtate-houſe, thar the rownſmen ſhould 
g0into the Clojſter of Zyel, the women into the Cathedral Church, 
and the ſouldiers into another Church, this done, all the Enfigne-bear- 
ers were ſingled out and impriſoned, and whilſt the poor Bourger 


were guarded in the Church, the perfidious Spaniards plundered heir] 


houſes ; The next day this bloody Dox Frederick cauſed three hundred 
Walloons to be hanged and headed : the next day Captain Rrperda and 
his Liettenant were beheaded, and a godly Miniſter called Stembach, | 
was hanged, and two hundred fourty feyen ſouldiers were drowned 
inthe fea of Harlem ; the next day a great number were executed, and 


the-day following three hundred more Souldiers and Bourgers loſt | 


their heads, and with them a godly Miniſter called S207 Simonſon: 
preſently after three of the principal men loſt their heads, and ſhortly 
after all the Englith and Scots were beheaded, and to fill up this ſea of 
yall the' wounded and fick were beheaded before the Hoſpital 
In the mean time a Party of ſouldiers that lay without in a ſconce, 
were all ſtarved to death, 
= Not 


— 


V 


peaceably ; but never did Twrks or Scythians, or the moſt barbarous and | - 
nhumane Nations in the world,commit more abominable cruelties than | 


ſouldiers ro murther them all, without ſparing any one ; the men ' were |. 


After this Don Frederick befieged Harley, which held out againſt | 


| 


_ {1n the beginning of Queen El/zzabeths rezgne,, and by Gods good Pro- 
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Not long before, the ſtrong town of Yalenciennes in Henault having ſet|, 
up the free exerciſe of the reformed Religion amongſt them, were- Pre- | þciiegcd. : 
{ently beſieged by an army under the Signior of Nozrcarmes; the liege 
laſted abour three months, and the Citizens having no hope of 
relief, atlaſt treated and furrendred the City upon good conditions; 


[ 


 diouirictle and 


dayes, and moſt perfidiouſly'and barbarouſly hanged up all the French | c,uery. 
ſouldiers , with all the Miniſters and Proteſtant Merchants, and confil- | 
cated their goods, Burt beſides theſe generals, let ns alſo view ſome | 
particulars, | 

Anno 1560, Therewas in Flanders one Fohy Herwin, a ſouldier of #4" Herwin. 
2 very diflolute lite : but God having a purpoſe to ſhew him mercy, pur 
| it into his heart to go into Erglard, and accordingly he @ame to London 


, ; ; . A frecial Pro» 
vidence was entertained ina Brewers family, where both maſter and ſer- yidence. 


vants feared God : His Maſter cauſed him often to go to the Dutch 

| Church, where, by the Miniſtry of the Word he firſt began to raſt, 

and afterwards more and more to increaſe in the ſaving knowledge ot 
Chriſt, After a while he returned back into Flanders, and at Furne he 

was preſently laid wait for by the Popiſh Bailiffe z This occafioned his 
removal to Hoxſcot ; and yet there alſo the Bailiffe being informed of | 
him, went in the night with his Sergeants,and apprehended him; By the | 
way they met ſome drunkards in the ſtreets; whereupon the Bailiffe | 
ſaid, We have, as they ſay,many Goſpellers in this rown , but it little | 
appears by theſe diſorders. Herwin ir him, ſaid, 1s drunkenneſſe 
fin Maſter Bailiffe * The Bailiffe anſwered, what of that? Herwin te- ywinimgd- 
plyed, Why then do you n0t commit theſe men to priſon, ſeeing it is your of= ſoned. 

fice to puniſh vice, and to prote&t them that fear God? To this the Bailiffe 
anſwered nor, 

In the priſon Herwin behaved himſelf ſo vertuouſly , that every one 
admired him, Being ſomewhat long before he was called before the 
Magiſtrate, he was much troubled at it , -his heart being inflamed with 
an holy zeal to confeſle Jeſus Chriſt before his Judges, Yet many of | Zea'c. 
the brethren were very fearful of him, conſidering what his former 
life had been , and what a novice he as yet was in the Profeſſion of the 


_ 


Hi:conyerſion 


laſt he had his hearts deſire, being brought before the Sheriffe; 
there a Prieſt was provided to diſpute with him, to whoſe queſtions 
Herwin anſwered with ſuch foundneflſe of judgement and modeſty, | 
that it eaſily appeared thathe bad profited well in Chriſts ſchool, Be- | 


ing asked of Chriſts real preſence in the Sacrament , he anſwered, | 


| That the higheſt dwelleth not in Temples made with hands, &c, Where- | 


upon he admoniſhed his Judges to examine the doctrine of rhe Church | 

| of Rome by the true touchſtone of Gods Word , whereby they mighr | 

| eafily ſee how contrary it is to the Scriptures, &c, And having made | 

| a free Profeſſion of his faith , he craved Juſtice one way or other ; | Courage. 
but they ſtill urged him to recant, to which he anſwered, My faith is not Conftancy. 


2494 2 built 


but Noircarmes being entred , he kept the City gates ſhut for divers | P#ih pert: | 


\ 


| 


| 


| 
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Vincit yeritas, 


Popiſh malice, 
and ſubrijty. 


Flight refuſed. 


Thanks for 
(ufferings. 


Tentation rC- 
liſted. 


Zeale. 


Whenceperſe- 
cution ati/eth, 


| thers, to prove their tranſubſtantiation ; but he, throngh Gods mercy, 
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built upon mans opinion, but the Ford hath taught me to eſchew evil, and to do | 
good, "Then-was he returned to priſon again, 

\ During his impriſonment he was dangerouſly aſſaulted by ſome ſub- | 
tile and cunning Friars, who alledged the ſayings of diverſe of the Fa- 


holding cloſe to the Word of Chriſt, overcame them. In priſon he u-| 
ſed to recreate himſelf by ſinging of Pſalms, and the people uſed to flock 
together to the priſon door to hear him ; This ſo angred the Popyh 
Clergy, that they ſought to hinder him from ſinging, and for this end 
they cauſed two deſperate Malefactors to be pur into the ſame room wich 
him ; but within a few dayes, theſe Villains brake priſon and eſcaped , 
leaving opportunity to Herwin to eſcape alſo; buthe, fearing that his 
flight might he prejudicial ro other godly perſons in the City , upon 
whom it would be charged, reſolved rather to remain there, than to fiie: 
Preſently after news was brought him that ſentence of death was paſſed 
upon him, whereupon he thanked God for advancing him to ſo high an 
honour as to be accounted worthy to ſuffer tor his name ; Teſtifying the | 
inward joy which he felt in his ſoul by a letter that he wrote to the bre- | 
thren, wherein he exhorted them to conſtancy and perſeyerance in the 
doctrine of the truth which they had received from God: Within a few 
dayes atter he was carried forth to hear his ſentence, at which time the 
Magiſtrate by earneſt intreaties and large promiſes {ought to bring him 


| 


| latry, he turned his back, winked with his eyes, and ſtopped his eares. 


| forted him : then began he to ſing the 30. Pſalm, whereupon a Friar in- 


toa recantation, and to worſhip their breaden God, promiſing that there- 
upon he ſhould be preſently releaſed : but Herwin refuſing their offer of: 
lite upon thoſe termes,was bound and carried into a Chappel where they 
celebrated the Maſle; at which time, to ſhew his detaſtation of theif ido- 


At the elevation of the Hoſt one asked him it Jeſus Chriſt was not now 
between the Prieſts hands 2 To which he anſwered, No, he & in heaven 
at the right hand of his Father : Then was the ſentence of death read a- 
gainſt him. 

As he was going to execution, he ſaid to the people, See here how thes 
wicked world rewards the poor ſervants of Feſus Chrift + whilſt T was adran- 
kard, a player at Cards and Dice, living in all diſſoluteneſſe and ungodly be- 
haviour, I was never in danger of theſe bonds, yea, 1 was then counted a good 
fellow, and at that time, Mhobut 1? But no 7 a began T, through Gods 

ace, to ſeek after a godly life, but preſently the world made war upon me, and 
, wt mine enemy, Oc, yet this diſcourageth me not; for the ſervant «© not 
better than his Lord; ſeeing they perſecuted him,no queſtion but they will per- 
ſecute us, At the place of execution, one gtve him his hand, and com- 


terrupted him, ſaying, 04 Johnrorn, there x yet time a;;d ſpace; the Mar- 
tyr diſregarding his words, turned his back upon him ; and ſome of the | 
company ſaid to the Friar, Turn thou, thou hypocrite; and ſo Herwinquiet- 
ly finiſhed his Pſal-; many joyning with him in ſinging of it ; chen ſaid 
the Friar , Be not offended good people to hear this Heretick to ſing of 


God; The people anſwered, Hold thy peace thou Balaamite, here is no body 
IEITIES fendes. 
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offended. There were preſent at leaſt four hundred that encouraged the 
Martyr to continue to the end, as he had well begun z. To whom he ao- 
ſwered . Brethren, I fight under the Standard, and'in the quarrel of my great | _ 
Lord and Captain Feſus Chriſt. Then he prayed,and ſo went into his Ca- |, 29 
bin made with fagots, ſaying to the people, I am now going to be 'ſacri- | 
ficed Follow you me when Godof his goodneſſe ſhall call you to it : and ſo he 
was firſt ſtrangled, and then burnt to aſhes, "5997 25 Þ 
Anno 1561, There was apprehended in Antwerp one Fohn de Boſcane, Fobn 4cBaſcant 

who for his conſtancy in Religion was condemned to. death :: Bur the | 
Magiſtrate fearing an uproarejif he ſhould pur him co death publickly , | 
knowing that he was a man free of ſpeech, and beloved of the people, he 
reſolved for this cauſe ſecretly to drown him in the priſon ; and tor-this | 
end a tub with water was provided, and an Executioner ſent to drown | 
him ; but the water was (o ſhallow, and the Martyr (orall, that he could | 
not poſſioly be drowned thereinz whereupon the Executioner gave him Hisctuel Mar- 
up wounds and ſtabs with a dagger, and ſo this holy Martyr ended 9 <: 

1s li E. 

About the ſame time another ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, having made a #61 dcBuiſous 
bold Proteſffion of his faith,was in the ſame City ſentenced to death;and b<t-<adeain 
becauſe they du- ſt not execute him publickly,chey privately ſent and be- | 2: 
headed him in priſon; his name was Fohn de Buiſons. | | 

The godly :n chis City of Antwerp, being defarous to take all opper- 
tunities to meet rogether in the fear of God, on a day whenthe Popſh TheCturchof 
party was met to behold great triumphs, they withdrew themſelves our 4n:wetp peris- 
of the City, and went intoa Wood, where their Miniſter preached: the _ 
Word of God to them ; The Drofart of Markſezp being advertiſed | 
hereof , took his officers and went chitherward : by the way: he mer 
with ſome poor boyes that were cowherds; to whom he promiſed 
new cloaths if if they would bring him to the place in the Wood where 
their aſſembly was; which they undertaking , he ſent ſome of -his offi- 
cers along with them into the Wood, who coming to the place like 
wolves , the ſheep ot Chriſt began to flie: the Miniſter ſeeing their 
fear , admoniſhed them not to ſtir ; The Perſecurors were not above 

five or fix , and the perſecuted four or five hundred, fo that they mighr 
| eafily have reſiſted them, but they would not, The: officers chiefly 
aimed to apprehend the Miniſter , and having caught one of the Afſ- 
ſembly, they thought him to be the man, crying one to another, © Yold 
the Prieſt faſt , ſtriking him with cheir Piſtols and ſtaves, and 10 car- | 
ried him tothe Droſart z they caught alſo cwo or three more, which | 1 
afterwards made an eſcape : the man only that remained with the Dro- 
ſart whoſe name was Bartholomew, was often ſet upon to be turned aſide 
from his holy Profcfſion ; Why, ſay they, cannot ſuch 4 young man as Burtholemess 
thou art content thy [elf with our Relizion and glorious C , adorned with Fancy. 
gold, ſilver, precious ſtgnes , in which there - job melodiouns muſick,, bogth The Church 
of woices and inſtruments , but thow muſt needs. joyn thy [cif tothat Church ttc A 
that & hat*d, deſpiſed, and expoſed to all manner of comempt ? Bartholomew 
PR all theſe tentations by the power of the Almighty; ſaving, 

That 
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lation. 


Faith: 
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Courage. 
Forks his Mar- 
tyrdome, 
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| pents head, and not leave us comfortleſſe; we are indeed ſometimes pricked in 
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of clay, 
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That which is greatly eſtecmed anhone ft men, is altogether abominable in the | 
fight o God; Then wis he condemned and beheaded; by which death he 
glorifted God, © © w | 


". 


- Anno1568, Theie were.apprehended in Antwerp, one Scoblant, Fohn 
de Hues, and Forts Coomans-, -who being caſt' into priſon were very . oy- 
tu], confeſſing that nothing befell chem but by Gods divine Providence, 
as they acknowledge in a letter which they wrote to the brethren, where- 
in they thus write, Seeing it i the will of God that we ſhould ſuffer for 
his name, and in the quarrel of his Goſpel , we certifie you , deay bre- 
thren, that we are joyful ; and however the fleſh continually rebels againſt the 
ſpirit , counſelling ever and anon according to the advice of the old Serpent - | 
yet we are well ofſared that Chriſt, who hath bruiſed, will ſtill braiſe the Ser- 


the heele, yer we are not diſcouraged, but keep our faith cloſe to the promiſes of 
God, &e, Be not therefore diſmayed for onr bands and # 5/09 for it 
is the good Will of God towards us, and therefore we pray that he will grve us 
grace to perſevere conſtantly unto the end, 3 
Shortly after Scoblunt was bronght to his trial, where he made a good 
confeſſion of his faith, and ſo was condemned. Returning to priſon, he 
earneſtly requeſted the Jailor that he would not ſuffer the Friars to come | 
and trouble him ; for; ſaid he, they can do me no good, ſeeing the Lord 
hath already ſealed up the afſurance'of my ſalvation in my heart, by his 
holy Spirit. Iamnow going to my Spouſe, and putting off this earth- 
ly mantle, to enter into his celeſtial glory, where I ſhall be freed from 
all ſuperſtitions. - Would to God tharT might be the laſt chat theſe ty- 
rants ſhould put to death , and that their thirſt might be ſo quenched } 
with my blood, that the poor Church of Chriſt might henceforth enjoy 
reſt and quiet, 
When he was to go forth to execution, he ſung the fourtieth Pſalme } 
with his. fellow priſoners , then ſaid the Lords Prayer, and fo kiſſing 
each other, they commended- one another unto God with many teares, 
Being tied to the ſtake , he was burned alive, caliing upon the name of} 
the Lord. | | 
Fohn Hues died in priſon, whereupon For wrote thus to his friends; | 
Brethren, I am now lett alone , whereas we were three in number, Fohz } 
Hwes is, now dead inthe Lord ; and yetI am not alrogether alone, ſeeing | 
the God of Abraham, Iſaac and Facob js with me; he is my exceed- 
ing great reward, and will nor fail to reward me ſo ſoon as T ſhall have 
laid down this earthly tabernacle, Pray unto God that he will ſtreng- 
then me to-theend ; for every hour I expeR the diſſolution of this houſe 


-- When he was brought forth before the Judges,-and examined of his 
faith,he anſwered fteely,and proved whar he ſaid by the holy Scriptures; 
and being asked whether he was reſolved to die for the faith which he 
profeſſed 2 he anſwered, Twill not only venture to give my body, but 
my ſoul alſo for the confirmatioti of it; and ſo being condemned, he was 


ſhortly after burned, dying with much comfort, 
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his ſonne removed to Emden ; but by reaſon of their ſadden-departure = bw 


Lewss Meulin. | 
Now it fo fell out that that very night the enemies had appointed to | 


make a ſecret ſearch after ſuch as profeſſed the Goſpel, and fo paſſing by A free? let 
this houſe,and ſeeing the light of a candle in it,expeting their prey,chey | 
forced open the door, and took theſe two, together with their Hoſt pri- | 
{oners, God having appointed them to bear witneſle to his truth : After 
they had been in priſon awhile, they were all three condemned for Here-. 
ticks; and preſently after Giles, the father, was burned, Fohn, the ſon, The. any 
being terched to execution, when he ſaw the man thart firſt apprehended dome. 
him, he called him to him, ſaying, I fergive thee my death,and fo he,with r,og Mewin, 
Lewis Meulin, were both beheaded, 

About the {ame time there was alſo a godly widow apprehended 4 widow 
and caſt into priſon, her crime was, for that about two years before ſhe 
had ſuffered a Miniſter to preach in an out-houſe on the backſide of her 
dwelling, She was very charitable in relieving the poor, and every way <Q... | 
ſhewed torth the fruits of a true ſaving Rtith : Atter ſeven moneths im- * F 
priſonment ſhe was condemned to die, and a Prieſt coming to her,to hear 
Confeflioh, the ſpake to him with ſuch a divine grace, and with a ſpirit | 
ſo repleniſhed with zeal , that he went from her with teares trickling | 
down his cheeks, ſaying, 7 came to comfort you, but I have more need to 3 ——_ 
be comforted of you : when ſhe was carried forth to execution, ſhe went gue. 2 
with much boldneſle and joy of heart, and having her head cur off, ſhe | 
ſweetly flept in the Lord, 

There was alſo one Chriſtopher Gauderin, that at firſt was brought up 
under the Abbat of Hename ; but the Abbat dying, he berook himſelf —_— 
rothe weaving of linnen, and quickly grew expert in his trade z But ha- |": 
ving been trained up in a bad {choole, when the Sabbath came, he ſpent 
riotouſly what he had gotten all the week by his labour : Now, through 
Gods mercy, it fo fell out that a godly man working with him, would | 
often tell him of the danger of his preſent condition, exhorting him ra- 
ther to diſtribute his gettings to the poor, aſſuring him that if he ſpent 
his money ſo waſttully, God would call him to an account for it: Thefe |, .._..._. 
with the like exhortations ſo wrought upon him through the grace of | fon. 
God, that he began to change his courſe, and in ſtead of frequenting Ta- | 
verns, he became a diligent hearer of Sermons, and gave himſelf much 
to reading of the holy Scriptures ; ſo that not long after he was called by 
the Churchto the office of a Deacon, which he diſcharged carefully and | 
faithfully, | | A 

Shortly after having occaſion to go toa place called Audenard, to di- | | 
ſribute ſome almes to the poor there, he was apprehended ; and the |. 
Bailiffe that had formerly ſeene him in the Abbats houſe, asked him 


how 
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| His impriſon- 
n ene. 


pincit Veritas. 


Mans liſe bu: 
- { two days. 


Prayec. 


His Zeale. 


how he came to turn Heretick * Nay, ſaid he, 7 a” no Heretick , bat a 
rieht believing Chriſtian , and what I learned of him 1 am now aſhamed to| 
remember. | 

In priſon he had many diſputes about his faith, which he ſo maintain- | 
ed and defended by the Word of God, that he filencedall his adverſaries, 
Some told him that he would caſt away himſet in his youth , being bur 
thirty years old, tro whom he anſwered, That mans lite conſiſted but of 
two dayes, viz. The day of his birth, and the day of his death,and there- 
fore he muſt needs die once, And for my part, ſaid he, 7 am now willing by 
death to paſſe into eternal life. | | 

When news was broughr him in the evening that he muſt die the 
next day , he retired himſelf, and poured out his ſoul in prayer unto 
God tillten a clock ; and after his reſt , the like he did the next morn- 
ing : Having ended his Prayer, he put on a clean ſhirt and waſhed 
| himſelf; ſaying to his fellow-priſoners, Brethren,7 am now going to be mar- 
ried, T hope ere noon to drink of the wine of the Kingdome of heaven; When | 
he came down he found three ether priſoners that were to ſuffer with | 
him, Theſe four exhorted and encouraged one another to ſuffer pati- 
ently and conſtantly ; Then came a Friar, ſaying, that he came to con- | 
vert them, To whom Chriſtopher ſaid , Away from ms thou ſeducer of 
ſouls , for we have nothing to do with thee ; The Hangman coming to put 
g4ggcs into their mouths; one of them ſaid , What ? ſhall we not have 


J 


{ His feith. 


| 


} 


| 


Martyidome. 


Admirable 
conſtancy. 


Giles de Meyer 


{| His imprifon- 
mentr, 


+ Comfort them till himſelf was gagged alſo; Their ſentence was that 


| liberty at this our laſt hour to praiſe God with onr tongues ? Chriſtopher an- | 
'{wered, Let not this diſcourageus, the more wrong our enemies do to | 
' Us, the more affiſtance we ſhall finde from God; and ſo ceaſed not to 


they ſhould be hanged for hearing Sermons: and ſo with admirable con- 
| ſtancy they yielded up their ſouls to God ; One of them being a woman 
was condemned to be beheaded , becauſe ſhe had ſung Pſalms, and. 
| exhorted her neighbours out of the Word of God, at a womans upfit- 
ting : Her body was grown very teeble,ſo that ſhe was cauſed to fit on a | 
ſtool, where ſhe received three blows with a {word overthwart her teeth: | 
yet did ſhe conſtantly fir ſtill rill ſhe received the Crown of Martyrdom, 
Anno 1568, | 
About the ſame time there was ina town a mile diſtant from Gayd, 
a Miniſter whom it pleaſed the Lord to illuminate with the faving 
knowledge of his Goſpel , whereupon he became a dihgent and faith- } 
ful Preacher of it, both in his life and doctrine; yea, he went from 
houſe 'to houſe exhorting and comforting every one as he had occa- 
ſton our of the Word of God, and aboveall , Jabouring with them to | 
beware of the abominable ſuperſtitions of the Papacy, The Popiſh 
Clergy of Gand having intelligence hereof , fearing leſt by this 
means, their dodrine and authority would come into contempt , cau- 
ſed him to be apprehended and caſt jnto a deep and dark hole, where 
he remained bearing his affliction patiently , and calling upon God 
{night and day , praiſing him for accounting him worthy to ſuffer for | 


his names ſake, Whilſt he lay there, many good people came to _=_ 
Fa P 11M !; 
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him, receiving ſuch inſtructions and conſolation from him , that they | | | 
could not be drawn to leave him. till neceflify enforced ,, neither then 
could they depart-without abundance of tears, 

The Prieſts and Friars ſought by all means to draw him to a recan- | His conſtancy, 
cation, but to no purpoſe, tor he ſtill kept himſelf cloſe ro the Word 
of God , which ſovexed them , that art laſt they procured his condem- 
nation tobe hanged, The Sparzſh ſouldjers which carried him to exe- 
cution, would needs have him burned, binding and ſtraining him ex- 
ceedingly with cords , and in the way abuſed him ſhametully with 
mocks and ſcoffs, thruſting him forwards and- ſtriking him ; the | popi, malice 
Captain alſo gave him a blow on the face with his Gantlet, which | and cruelty. 
much diſfigured him ; yea they uſed him worſe then a dog, being the 
more enraged againſt him , becauſe of his patient and meek carriage ; 

At laſt they thruſt himintoa little Cabin piled with Fagots, and fo TIEN 
boat him, continually calling upon God till he refigned up his Spirit Come. - 
to him, | 

Anno 1558, There was a Goldſmith dwelling in Breda, who had | 
long been a Deacon of the Church in that place , his name was Petey 


the Popiſh adverſaries being much enraged hereby , caſt him into pri- | WBerian das 
ſon, which the faithful much grieved at, and endeavoured to viſit and | 
comfort him: This the enemies taking notice of removed him into 
the Caſtle; during his abode there, though all others were exclu- 
ded from him, yet his Maid-ſervant brought him his food daily, never 
ceaſing to confirm and comfort him out of the Word of God, as well as 
ſhe was able , for which at length they impriſoned her alſo : This 
ſhe wasright glad of, thinking her ſelt happy to ſuffer for righreouſheſs 
fake, | | 1 

Not long after Peter was put to the torment, which he endured pati- 
ently ; then did they fetch Betkiz alſoto it, whereupon ſhe ſaid, My Ma- 
fters ,wherefore will you pat me to this torture, ſeeing T have no way offended | Their tor- 
you ? if it be for my faiths ſake, you need not torment me , fos as I was ne- | ments. 
ver aſhamed to make a confeſſion thereof , no more will I now be at this pre- 
ſent before you, but will, if you pleaſe, freely ſhew you my mind therein ; Yet 
for all this they would have her to the Rack, whereupon ſhe again ſaid, 
If T muſt needs ſuffer this pain, I pray you give me leave to call upon my God Prayer. 
firſt: This they conſented to: and whilſt ſhe was tervently pouring our 
her prayers unto God , one of the Commiſſioners was ſurpriſed with 
{ucha fear and terrour,that he fell into a (yocn,and could not be recover- | 
ed again, by which means the poor maid eſcaped Racking, Ct. 

Shortly after,theſe two innocent perſons were condemned to be bnrn- | men: —_ 
ed, and as they were led to. execution , there was much lamentation | ſecuor- 
amongſt the people. Peter and Betk:y prayed earneſtly unto God to 
ſtrengthen them, and perfe& the good work that he had begun in them, 
and to affiſt them till they had finithed their courſe, 

The courage and conſtancy of the maid did ſo work upon many of 
the people,, godly men and women , that not conſidering the dan- 
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| 


Conlogne: in his houſe the Churchoften met for the ſervice of God ; | Peter contoguc | 


| 


| 
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ty. 


ger, they brake through the multitude, embracing the Priſoners , and 
praiſing God for their conſtancy, ſaying to them, Fight manfully, for the 
Crown # prepared for you - At the place of execution Betkin with a chear- 
ful and amiable countenance ſpake thus to the people: Dear brethrey 
and ſiſters , be alwayes obedient to the Word of God,and fear not them that can 
kill the body , but have no power over the ſoul : as for me, Tam now going 
to meet my glorious Spouſe the Lord Feſus Chrift ; Then falling upon their 
knees they prayed to the Lord with great devotion; And the executio- 
ner faſtening them to the ſtake, ſtrangled Peter, Betkiz encouraging him 


rill he yielded up the Ghoſt, and till the fire had taken hold of her ſelf , 
and in the flames ſhe was heard to magnifie the Lord, till ſhe yielded up 
her ſpirit into his hands, : 

About this time multitudes of Jnr were murthered in Flanders 
by the bloody Inquiſition , whoſe dead bodies were caſt our to be 
gazed upon in every place; and multitudes of believers, both men and 
women were caſt into priſons, where they languiſhed till many of them 
died, Inthe City of Yalence there were executed fifty ſeven perſons, 
m of them Burgeſles, only becauſe they clave to the true faith of Je- 
us Chriſt, | 
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The Martyrdom of William of Naſlaw, 
Prince of Orange. 
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He Eſtates of the United Provinces , having declared the Kin? 

of Spaine to be fallen from the Government of of thoſe Countries, 
they choſt William of Naſſaw, Prince of Orange, to be their Captain 
General, whereupon he was proſcribed by the King of Spain, and a 
great ſumme of mony promiſed to him that ſhould ſlay him ; Not long 
after a deſperate villain called Foaxville was ſuborned to do the feat ; 
for which end he was dire&ted to charge his Piſtol with two bullets , 
and to ſhoot him behind in the head ; the day appointed for this execu- 


great feaſt at the Duke of Arjous Court ; but the preſſe being great 
there, Foaxville choſe rather to do it at the Prince of Oranges own houſe 
as he was at dinner ; the Villain being thus deſperately reſolved, a Ta- 
cobin Friar came to confeſs kim, fortifying him in his reſolution with 
many ſweet words , perſwading him that he ſhould go inviſible , for 


bones, and other conjurations. 

Being thus aſſured, he drunk a cup or two of Malmſey , and fo ac- 
 companied with his Ghoſtly father, he went to the Princes Cowr ; 
at the ſtair-foot the Friar gave him his bleſſing, encouraged him , and 
ſoleft him; The Prince of 0range was ſet at dinner, with the Earles 
of Laval, Hohenlo, and many other Noblemen), mae came into the 
dining-room, attired like a Frenchman, ſo that he was taken for a ſer- 


vant 


tion was March 18, 1582, upon which day the Prince was to be at a 


which end he gave him ſome charaQters in paper , and little Frogs | 


af, 


we 
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| they ſhould quickly attain their deſires in the Netherlands , they 
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vant to ſome of thoſe French Noblemen; -He thruſt forward twice or 


thrice to come behind the Prince to ſhoor him in the head , as he was 
dire&tzd, but was fill repulſed by the Princes Gentlemen that ſtood 
about him ; Dinner being done, the Prince was going to his retiring 
chamber, whereupon this Villain gat before a window in the Hall, 
cloſe by the door of that room into which the Prince was to go; As 
the Prince paſſed towards it , he was ſhewing the Earie of Laval the 
crue!ties that the Spaniards had exetciſed in the Low-Countries, which 
were wrought inthe hangings ; and having his face turfed , this mur- 
therer diſcharged his Piſtol ar him ; but the Prince, as God wontild have 
ir, turning at the ſame inſtant , the buller entred in art his throat nnder 
the right chap, being ſo near that the fire entred with the bullet into 
the wound, burning his Ruffeand Beard ; it brake out one of his teeth, 

ierced the jugular vein, but hurt not his toungue , and {o came out at 
bis left cheek hard by his noſe; the blow being given, one with an 
Halberd could not contain himſelf, but thruſt the Villain through, and 
ſlew him, - 

The Chirurgions being ſent for, found that the fire which entred 
the wound, had cauterized the jugular vein, and had done him much 
200d, ſo that the wound was not mortal, The Friar was afterwards 
apprehended and executed, 

Anno 1584, The Spaniards thinking they had no greater enemy 
in the world than the Prince of orange, and that if he were dead 


ſuborned one Baltazar Gerard, an high Burenignon,to murther him, who 
bought 2 good paire of Piſtols, and on the tenth of F#ly watched wnen 
the Prince ſhould go down into the Hall to dinper at Delpht in- Holland, 
and as he pafſed by , he demanded a Paſport of him ; the Princefle ob- 
ſerving that he ſpake with an hollow and unſerled voice, ſhe asked her 
husband who he was 2 ſaying that ſhe did not like his countenance; the 
Prince anſwered that he demanded a Paſport ; which he ſhoald pre- 
ſently have: After dinner the Prince going out of the Hall , the mur- 
therer ſtood behind a Pillar in the Gallery , and as the Prince paſled by, 
ſuddenly ſhot him from theleft ſide co the right, chrough the ſtomack 
and the vital parts, who ſaid no more, but O zy God, take pity of my 
ſoul, I ams ſore wounded ; my God, take pity of my ſoul aud of this pooy people; 
and preſently after he gaveup the Ghoſt, " 


Colleed out of Sleidens Commentaries, and the Hiſtory of the Nether- 
lands, &c. | 
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Pe Swedes being poſleſled of a. Town called Paſewalck, the Im- 
perialifts rook it by ſtorm, beat, killed, and drave out the Swedes , 
and not content therewith, they tell to torturing of the townſmen,raviſh- 
ing women and gilrs in the open ſtreets and Church-yards, yea women 
inchild-bed ; then they killed the men, fired their houſes , and burnt 
many in them, thruſt ſtraw into Cellars where children were hidden, 
and ſo burnt and ſmothered them ; Then they burnt the Churches, 
and' maſſacred the Miniſters , and- at laſt burn down the whole 
Town, 

The like cruelty was uſed againſt the City of Magdenbure, famous for 


Cruelties uſed 
] there. 


Cruelties at 
Hoxter. 


Griphenburg. | 


Hejdleberg. 


Frankendal, 


Religion > which being taken by Tilly and Pappenheim, Anno 176 "$A 
was in twelve hours ſpace wholly turned 1nto cindars, except one 
hundred thirty nine houſes, by which fire ſix godly Churches were 
burnt down ; no mercy was ſhewed to any age, ſex, or condition; a- 
bove twenty thouſand perſons were lain, burnt, and ſmothered to 
deaths ſix thouſand were drowned in the river Zlve; Ladies and 
Gentlewomen, like beaſts were yoked together all about the Country, 
and driven into woods to be raviſhed; and {ſuch as reſiſted were 
ſtripr ſtark naked , whipt, had their ears cropt , and ſo were turned 
up. | 
39 W1 1634, The Popiſh Army having taken the town of Hoxter, they 
{pared neither man, woman nor child , moſt inhumanely butchering 
and hewing in pieces all, without reſpect of age, ſexe, or condition 
and what the {word could not ſpoile, they cauſed the fire to conſume , 
and the dead corpſes they caſt into the Weſer. | 

At Griphenbnre they kept the Senators ſhut up ina Chamber, mace- 


| crating and tormenting them ſo long with hunger and ſmoak, that divers 
| of themdied; ' | 


In Heidleberg they ſhut up divers Reverend Miniſters and Bourgers 
in priſon, ailowing them nothing to eat bur bread and water, 

Frankendall being ſurrendred upon Articles, contrary to Covenants, 
the grave Counſellors and other EleQoral Miniſters , were forced to 
endure ſuch conditions ,. as were fitter for Dogs than men: Some 
were caſt into priſon, and ſo abuſed that they died there; others were 
forced to redeem themſelves with unreaſonable ranſoms ; the goods of 
ſuch as were fled were confiſcated ; and though the inhabitants were 
willing to have left their houſes, and all their goods, yet were 
they detained in the City, and their deſtration moſt cruelly 
plotted. 


©: Their rage was ſogreat againſt the Profeſſors of the Goſpel, that 
| | neither 
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fieither Turks nor Heathens did ever exceed them Princes facred Per- 
ſon were not exempted from their fury; The old Lanterave of Heſſen, 
and the old Dutcheſſe Dowager of Wirtenbnrgh were taken prifoners, 
reyiled, and abuſed, In Saxon Tillies Souldiers tortured rheProte- 
ſtants by half ſtrangling chem, and preſſing their thumbs with wheels, | Saxony. 
In Pomeren they, forced the people to eat their. ' own excrements ,, 
and it they refuſed, they thruſt chem down their throat,, whereby ſome 
of them were choaked ; It they ſuſpected that any had hidden their | _. 
gold or ſilver, they uſed exquiſite torments to make themto confeſſe _ my” 
it; They wound and tied abour the heads of ſome, ſtrong matches | 
or cords, and with ſhort truncheons twiſted them till blood 'came our 
of their eyes, ears, and noſes, yea ſometimes rill their eyes ſtarted our 
of their heads; to others they tied burning matches between their 
| fingers , yea to their eyes, ears,noſes, tongues, cheeks, breaſts”, leggs., 
and ſecret parts ; yea, ſuch parts that nature hideth , they either ſtut- 
fed with gunpowder, or hung bags of powder «o them , and 4o gi- 
ving firetoit, in an horrible manner they burſt their bellies, and kil- ' 
led them, With bodkins they made holes , or with knives they cut the 
Skin and fleſh of many, They drew ſtrings and cords through the 
feſhie parts of ſome, and through the muſcles of their thighs, leggs, 
armes, &c, or through their noſes , ears, lips , &c, Some they hung 
up in the ſmoak, drying them with ſmall fires, and ſometimes refreſh- 
ing them with ſmall drink, or water, taking care leſt in their torments 
they ſhould die roo ſoon, Some they pur into hot Ovens, roaſting or 
ſmothering them there, Some they roaſted with fires of ftraw, 
Somethey ſtifled, ſtrangled, or hanged, and this was a great favour ſo 
ſoon to rid them out of their pain, Of many they bound their hands 
and feet ſo. hard, that the blood ſpirted out their fingers and toes 
ends. Of ſome they tied their hands and feet backwards together, 
ſtopping their mouths with clouts to hinder them from praying. 
| Some they hung up with ropes faſtened to their privy parts, and hear- 
ng their cries, {trove by their roarings to drown their cries, as in 
ort, 
W here they found poor. creatures troubled with ruptures, they 
enlarged them by villanous means , filling them with Funpowder, | 
and blowing them up as a Mine by giving fire thereto, ' Many they 
drew up on high, hanging great weights at their feet ro pull cheir 
bodies out of joynt. Of ſome they plained their faces with Chilels. 
Some men they openly gelded in the preſence of their wives and 
children, The mouths of ſome they ſet wide open with gags, and 
then poured down their throats ſtinking water, urine, and other liquid 
things till they grew ſick, and their bellies ſwelled like tuns, whereby 
they died leaſurely with greater torment. | 
Down the throats of ſome they violently thruſt knotced clonts, | 
and then with a ſtring pulled them up again , whereby they diſplaced | 
their bowels, and put them to miſerable torment , infomuch as ſome |, 


| were made dumb, others deaf, others blind,and others lame, BY | 


—_— on 


'Pomcren, 


| 


| Blaſpheray. 


970 | 


T be Modern Perſecation ofthe Church in Germar 
the Hugband intreated for his:V\ e, C 
they would take the intercefſonrand torture him in the ſame manner 
before the others eyes ; and\ when any of ' theſe poor creatures in 
their torments or -agonies' of death called and cryed unto God for 


mercy ,- they would command, and ſeek to force then to pray and 
cry unto the devil, Yea their divelliſhneſle proceeded ſo tar, that 


u 


A Miniſter kil- 
led with a Cat. 


"| Mazdenburg. | 


they ſtudied to find out new and unkeard of torments. Some they 


| bound, hung op, and ſawed off their leggs : Of ethers they rubbed off 


the fleſh off their leggs to the: very bones': Of others they tied the 
armes backwards, *and ſo hanged them up '*by thoſe diſtorted parts, 


| Many they drew through the ſtreets of the Cities ſtark naked , then 


brake and wounded them with axes and hammers , and generally 


'nſed them--with ſuch barbarous cruelty , that many begged to 


be ſhot or ſlain inſtantly , rather than to live and be partakers of 


- |[{uch piſeries. In moſt places they took away all the corn and pro- 


viſion. of vicuals , leaving the places ſo bare, that many of the beſt 
Rank for the ſpace of divers dayes after {aw not one bit of bread, but 


| were glad to live with roots and water, In other places they ſpoiled the 
[ inhabitants of their garmients, expoſing them to that nakedneſle,, 

that neither Man, Woman, nor Child had clothes to put on, Here- 
by fruitful Countries were totally ruinated : Cities, Towns, and Villa- 
geg, were ſpoiled and turned into pillars of fire and ſmoake ; Churches 
lay deſolate, the Woods were cut down , the ground lay waſt and un- 


{ tilled, 


One reverend aged Divine they ſtripped, bound him backwatds 
upon a Table, and fer a big Cat upon his naked belley , beating and 
pricking the Cat to make her fix her teeth and claws therein, So 
that both man and Cat , with hunger , pain and anguiſh breathed 
their laſt, | | 

The Crabats laboured much to teach their Horſes , not only 
to kill men , but to eat humane fleſh, and 'conſulted how to find 
_ more. new and exquifits torments than ever were before 
uſed. | | 

At the taking of Magdenbure, a godly Miniſter of great eſteem 
was found in one of the Churches, whom they dragged out to his 
own houſe; where they raviſhed his Wife and Daughters before his 
face; his tender 'Infant they ſnatched. from the Mothers breaft, and 
ſtuck it upon the top of a Lance; and when his eyes and heart were 

atted with this ſo cruel a ſpectacle , chey brought him forth 


bound into the freer, and there burned him with his own 
Books. 

Rapes and Raviſhings were committed beyond all humane mo- 
deſty; Maids apd Matrons , Wives and Widdows , they forced 
and violated without diſtinQjon, "yea, and that in the preſence. of 
their Parents, Husbands and Neighbours; yea, Women great with 
child, and others in Child-bed : Their beaftlineſs was ſuch that no 


[pen can write it, no Faith can believe it; Chappels and Churches 


were 


— 
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were not freed from their filthy pollutions; yea, Hoſpitals, and Bed- 
lam-honſes were not ſpared, 

In Heſſen land they took divers poor women, ſome mad, ſome dumb, 
ſome lame, and tying up their coats about their ears ſo uſed them, as a 
modeſt pen cannot exprefle, 

In Pomeren they took the faireſt majds, and raviſhed them 
before their Parents taces, making them fing Pſalms the while, One | 
beautitul maid being hid by her Parents in a dunghil, they found her 
out, had their pleaſure of her , then cut her in pieces, and hung up her | 
quarters in the Church, Yea very girles of ten years old and un- 
der, they raviſhed till ſome of them died ; yerruous and chaſt wo- | 
men, they would threaten to kill, tro throw ther children into the 
fire, if they would not yield to their luſts, Divers maids and wo- ! 
men to avoid the luſts of theſe Hell-born furjes, have leaped into | 
Rivers and Wells, and ſome have otherwiſe killed themſelves; and | 
that which was never before heard of, they did not only violate fickly 
and weak maids and women till they died, but committed the like filthi- | 
nefle with the dead corpſes. ' 

The Merchants of Bafi/ returning from Strasburg Mart, were ſet, _ 
upon by the Imperialiſts in their lodging ;z and though they crayed COT. 
their lives upon their knees, yet they killed ten of them , ſay- thered. 
ing , they muſt die for that they were Hereticks ; the reſt leaving | 
m_ goods and garments, eſcaped by flight ſtark-naked in the | 
night, | E 
, Two Noble Countefſes with their faire Daughters were rifled 
in their Coaches of all that they had , nor ſparing the very garments | 
that covered them, In a 

Neer Friburg theſe bloody miſcreants cut in piecs a Reverend TO_ 
Miniſter, a man of rare learning and piety ; after whoſe death the | = 
Dogs would not lick his blood nor touch his fleſh, For the com- 
mon people , they made not ſo much account of them as of Dogs, 
murthering them upon every trifling occaſion, neither pitying old nor 
young, men, women, nor innocent babes, whom ſometimes moſt 
barbarouſly they uſed to eat, even when other meat might be had : 
yea ſuch inhumane cruelty they uſed , that in ſome places they ſcarce 
left any remaining alive to relate the ſufferings of the dead. Ma- 
ny times they cut off the Noſes and Ears of the living , carry- 

ing them about in bravery, Colle&ed out of a Booke compoſed by 
| Door Vincent 4 Divine, who was an eye-witneſſe of many of theſe 
things, 

Before this great perſecution befell the Church of God in Ger- 
many,God gave his people warning of it by many and ſtrange prodigies, 

For October the 26, Anno Chriſti 1618, there appeareda terrible Comer | _ 
witha great blazing tayle, at firſt of a red, afterwards of a. pale-ted * 
colour, which continued for the ſpace of twenty ſeven dayes, and | 

in ſome places it was ſeen longer, This feartull and ominous | 

Link or Torch the Lord ſent to thoſe who had long deſpiſed and | 


ſleighted 


| 
1 


eat infants, 


———— 
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gainſt them by his meſſengers, and whereof he. gave them warning by 
this dreadfull ſign, 

Anno 1619, At Groningen inthe Dukedome of Brunſwick was feen 
a great blazing ſtar, and rwo Armies, one in the Eaſt, and another 
n the North, fighting together till one of them was defeated and 

ain, 

At Wien in Auſtria, the water in a Dith was ſeen to be like blood 
for the ſpace of eight dayes ; and ſhortly after three Suns appeared in 
the Heavens, In the beginning of April, Anne 1619, and Anno 1621, 
in March in the ſame Country of Auſtria, were two Armies ſeen in the 
Heavens by clear day-light , fighting turiouſly together with great 
thundering of Ordnance and Canons, 

In the ſame Country, Anno 1623, inthe moneth of Fanuary, juſt over 
the City of Lintz, two {words were ſeen one'over againſt the other, and 
two great Armies fighting a pitched battel rogether, which cauſed great 
terrour to the beholders, 

At Heidleberg in February, Anno 1622, were ſeen three Suns , 
and three Rainbows, - Shortly after which , that City - was beſieg- 
ed by the Inperialiſts, and at laſt raken ; where a * grear ſlaughter 
was made of the Imhabitants, and in Neckergemund three miles off, 
all the inhabitants, Men, Women, and Children - were punt to the 
{word. | 

In April, Anno 16 2 2, Inthe Country of Darmſtad, were trees 
whoſe leaves drop't blood; and the year after in che ſame Coun- 
try in divers Towns and Villages, were ſeen bloody ſignes on 
Houſes and ſtone-walls, About Meyerfield and Malants, as men 
_—_— reaping their Corne, their Hands and Sickles were all 

oody, > 

In "uh, Anno 1622, In the Dukedome of Fittembargh, it 
rained ſo much blood, thar it fell upon the hands and cloaths of peo- 
ple in the fields, and was ſeen upon Trees , Stones , and other 
places. 

May the twelfth, £zno 1624, in the Dukedome of Anhalt there 
appeared a ſtrange prodigie in the Heavens , which continued from 
ſix till eight a clock ar night: Firſt there came out of the clouds 
an Ancient-bearer ; After him came forth a grave man-in theſame 
habit; then came forth a Chariot drawn with two particouloured 
Horſes: Then another Chariot with four armed Horſes : Then 
ſuddenly there brake out of the Clouds an infinite number of 
people like a {warm of Bees: After them followed a man fitting 
on horſeback with a long Robe, putting the people before him; 


A quarter of an houre after came forth another Army _— 
; | 0 


OO ———— 
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of many horſe and foor, &c, The two Armies fought till one of them | 
was routed, and preſently after all vaniſhed away, . - we 

Anno 1624, In May a ſtrange tempeſt happened at Rarisbone 5 The | 4 firavgs 
weather being very calme, with little raine, two dark clouds met toge- Lake : 
ther, which ſuddenly belched out a great wind mingled with fire, which 
raiſed ſuch a tempeſt, that near to the City it tore uptrees by the roots, 
5nd in a moment drave them into divers places, and thence extending it 
ſelf to the City, it overturned above two hundred houſes inthe Towne | 
and Suburbs, not leaving a Chimney ſtanding, nor a roof to coyer an 
houſe, The Church of Emerans. beſides the ſhattered windows, had one 
of the ſteeples laid flat to the ground, and the other broke off inthe | 
middle; two other of the chieteſt ſteeples in the City were alſo broken | 
down. This tempeſt laſted not above a quarter of an hour, nor extend- | 
ed beyond the City, neither were there above four men lain by it, __ | 

Anno 1625, Near Top a great multitude of Jack-dawes met in a of 
the aire, where they foughta great barrel, and that with ſo great eager- 
neſſe, that many at them fell down dead, ſo that the Countrey-men ga- | 
thered up wholeſackfuls of them, 

Anno 1628, In Pomerland the heavens ſeemed to open, and an Army | 

came forth of the Northern part,theAvauntguard conſiſting of Pioneres Two armits, 
8 Muſqueteres;then followed great peeces ofOrdnance,and in theReare ; 
came the Cavalry. Another Army came forth on the other fide , and 
betwixt them there became a cruel batte] : The viRory inclining to the ! 
Northern Army ; And at laſt a fiery beame followed npon the Northern 
Conquerour, which continued for the ſpace of ſome hours, | 

Anno 1631, At Hall ih Saxony the water was turned into blood to the | 
great aſtoniſhment of the inhabirants, | | 

During the ſiege of Magdenbnrg,a Captains wife being in travel, when Water turned 
ſhe could not be delivered, and was near death, ſhe deſired that when ſhe | 2 2199 
was dead, her body might be opened; which being done, there was 
found in her womb, a boy almoſt as big as one of three years old with an | a menftrous 
head-piece and breaſtplate upon him, great boors after the French faſhis © 1d 
on, and a bag by his fide with twoo things init like musketr bullets, 

Fune the nineteenth, Anno 1631, Inthelower Saxony-two great Ar- | "Fo" AY 
| mijes appeared in the aire,one in the North;the otherin the South, which | "Oo 
fought a great batrel rogether ; After long fighting the Northern Ar- 
my obtained the victory, After the battel was ended, there appeared a 


| manina long coat, bearing a bow, with which he ſhort ar. and overthrew 
| rhe Commander of the Southern Army, 


FS 


ſhecame home was dividing it, andin the cutting of it therecame forth | Bloody bread 
blood. * | | | | 
Anno. 1633, In the Countrey of Altenburgh, a fiſh-pond was turned ' , fh-pond 
into blood , which ſtank ſo extreamly, that if any Paſſengers did but turn'd to blood | 
touch it, they could not waſh off the ſtink thereof in three days ſpace. 


Anno 1634, At Berlin in Brandenburg , it rained blood and brim- Sanedires 
ſtone, | Ys ro 


In the ſame Countrey a woman having bought aloafe of bread, when 


| S( Anno 


, 
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A bare] of | 
Birds & Dogs 
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Anno 1635, In Heſfen there met two armies of ſtrange birds, which | 


fought aſert battel ; And not far off , about that ſame time a multitude 
of dogs had their Randeyouz, which fought ſo eagerly, that they would 
not-be reconciled z and when the Governour of a neighbour Garriſon 
ſear-our four companies of Muſqueteers againſt them; they ſeeing a 
common enemy, joyned together, and in deſpight of theirguns, bear 
them away, and devoured nine of them, : 
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Here place the cighth Figure, 
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| | A Nz0 Chriſti, 1209, There were certain learned 'mefi in France, diſ- 
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ciples of one Almericis at Pars, whole names were,Maſter Williams 
a {ub-deacon of Porters, well ſtudied in the Arts,and Divinity ; Berrard | 
another ſub-deacon : William Goldſmith, Steven, a Prieſt : Steven of the 


Seller, and one Fohy, a Prieſt, who upon examination-held., Thar: God 
was no otherwile preſentin the Sacramental bread; thah-in any-other | 
bread : That it was Jdolatry to build Altars'to Saints, or 'to cenſe\their | 
Images. They mocked thoſe that kiſſed che Reliques. * They daid:'rhat 


the Pope was Antichriſt, and Rowe Babylon : That God wasnot-ſeene-in 


their Maſter, had his body digged up in the Church-yard; and was:buri- 
ed in the field, And all French books of Divinity were for evercondemn- 


ed, and burned, EY CS 
Anno Chriſti, 1524, At Melden in France-there; was-one Fohy Clark 


who ſer up a Bill upon the Church-door againſt the Popes pardons, late- 
ly come thither, wherein he called the Pope Antichriſt ;, for which, be- 
ing apprehended, he was adjudged three ſeveral days:to be whipt,then ro 
have a mark burned in his forehead as a note of infamy;his mottier a good | 
woman,when ſhe ſaw her ſon ſo pitioufly ſcourged&branded,encouraged 
him, crying with a loud voice, Bleſſed be Chriſt, and welcome be theſe, wiarks 
far his ſake, Afterwards he removed trom-thence, and went-to Metz in 
Lorrain; where for a time he followed his calling ot a Woolcarder; But 


| thepeople of the City uſed once ayear-all of them to-g6 forth-into the | 
Suburbs to worthip ſome Idols there 3. whereupon Fohr Clark,; inflamed | 


with an holy zeal, went the nighr before and brake downall thoſe images; 


himſelt, but by his creatures: For which (when they could nor:'bedrawm! _ 
to recant) they were condemned to be burnt at Paris, which accordingly'| 
was executed': Bzorins out of Ceſarins,. » And Almenneis who:had been'|- 


The next morning when allthe Clergy and people: came to-che place to 
worſhip them, they found all their 1dols brokenupon the ground ; This | 


preſently confeſſed the fact, and told them the reaſons whyhedidit;-.5: 
The people hereupon cried out againſt him in-a great rage :-Before | 
the Judges he profeſſed the pure doctrine of the /Sonne of God:s] and | 
thereupon was condemned to a cruet death, which he ſuſtained: with 
| admirable patience and conſtancy, ; Firſt his right hand was:edr:offs, | 
then was his noſe with ſharp pincers pulled violently from: his face: | 
| then were his armes and breaſts pulled off with the fame inſtrumienc : 


| yet he, through Gods grace, endured all with great quietnefle, pro» His co-ments. | 


By ES DRESS... A nouncing 


wy” — —- -- 


ſer all ina tumylr.; and great ſearching there was after the:Author of |; 
{ this deed; and quickly. was-Fohn Clark {ufpected and.apprehtfided/'; he 
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| The Perf ecution of theCburch in France. 


nouncing the while that of Pſalm 115. Their 1dols are filver and gold 


ſumed. 


at Toutney , being through Gods mercy called to the knowledge of the 
'truch, became a zealous, fervent, and faithful Preacher of jt in divers pla- 
ces, and at laſt he was taken Priſoner by the Cardinal of Lorrains ſer- 
yants, by whom he was carried to the Caſtle of Nommenie, where he en- 
dured much cruel uſage, yet ſtill he perſeyered in confeſſing the true do- 
Qrine of the Sonne of God ; then was he tarried to the Caltle of Vik, 
and after a time _ p——_ - _ and woe over to the {e- 
cular power; with this hypocritical fpeech ; My Lord Fudge, we pray you 
as rabovy as we 6an- for -_ of God, and the Ap #24 of pl yl F 
| and mercy, ad for reſpect to our Prayers , that you will got in any point 4 
any thing that ſhall be hurtful to this miſerable man, or tending to his death, 
or the maiming of his body ; Then was he burnt alive, which death he un- 
derwent with much patience and comfort, 


{| Zames Panane. | 


Fohn deCadurco | 


Art Paris one Fames Panane a Schoolmaſter was burnt for the 
eruch. | 

Alſo at Melda, Dennis de Renx was burned, for ſaying that the Maſſe 
was plain denial of the death and paſſion of Chriſt : Heuſed often to 
medicare of, and to repeat thoſe words of Chriſt ; He that denies me be- 
ore men, him will 1deny alſo before my Father, he was burnt ina ſlow fire, 


and ſoabode much torment, 


hended and degraded : The Friar that was to preace at his degradation, 
took that text, 1 Tim. 4. The ſpirit ſpeaks expreſly, that in the latter dayes 


errors ; Then did Fohy call to him to read on, but the Friar ſtood dumb, 
and could not ſpeak a word more; Then did Fohz read on, Teaching fal(e 
doftrine in hypocriſfie, having their conſciences ſcared with an hot iron, for- 
bidding to marry and to eat meats created by Ged to be received with thankſ- 
efving, ere, Preſently after he was burned. - 

About the ſame time, five men for ſcattering about certain papers a- 
g2inſt the Maſſe, and other popith ſuperſtitions, were apprehended and 
burntat Paris. One of them for ſpeaking treely, had his tongue burned 
through, and with a wire tied faſt ro one of his cheeks. | 

Alexander Canus, a godly Miniſter , for preaching and confefling the 
truth of Chriſt, was burned at Parzs with a {mall fire, whereby he endu- 
red great paine, Be 

Alſo 2 bn Pointer a Chirurgeon, had his rongue firſt cur our, and then 
was burnt about the {ame time. | 

Peter Gandet living at Geneva,was by a popiſh Uncle trained intoFraxce, 
apprehended, condemned, and after many and long corments ſuſtained 


in priſon, was burned, 4-26 
Divers others were apprehended , condemned, and burned at 
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the works of mens hands ; Laſtly, he was caſt into the fire,and there con- 
Not long after Maſter Fohn Caftellane, Doctor in Divinity , borne } 


Fohn de Cadnrco, preaching to his Countrythen of Limoſine,was appre- | 


men ſhall depart from the faith, giving heed to lying ſpirits and doctrines of 
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A godly Virgin was burned at Fountains, Anno 15 74. As.alſo one |Fob» Corner, | 
Fohn Corxon, an husbandman, but one endowed with ſuch wiſdome by 
God, that all his Judges were amazed at it; yet was he condemned and 
burned. | Ee Se | 

Martin Gonty was Caſt into the river and drowned. | 


| IE Martin Goxin, 
Anno 1540, One Clandins efldeayouring to convert his friends and | c1udiye. . 
kinsfolk in Pars, was by them betrayed, adjudged to have his tongue cur | Popithrrea- 
our, and then burned, hes I EN) he 7 
Stephen Brune at Rutiers, being for the conſtant Profeſſion of his faith ' $2phen Brune. | 
condemned to be burned ; when the fire was kindled ,a great winde {o : | 
drave away the flame from him, thag he ſtood for an hours ſpace , ex- | Cw __ 
horting and inſtructing the people; Then did they bring vile veſlels; : | 
and more fagots, yer ſtill was the flame driven from him : W hereupon : | 
che hangman took a ſtaffe, and ſtruck him on the head, ,towhom he | | 
ſaid, 1 am condemned to be burned, and ao you ſtrike me with ſtaves No. | 
ike 4 dog ? with that the hangman witha pike thruſt him through the | | 
wer bom threw him down into the fire,and afterwards ſcattered his aſhes | | 
itt thewind, PR. | 
At Roan four Chriſtians were condemned to be burned, and being _— =y 
carried to the ſtake in a dung-cart, they ſaid ; Bleſſed be God, we are here | | 
reputed as the excrements of this warld, but yet our death is a ſweet ſa- | 
wVour unto God. | | | 
Fohn de Beck a godly Miniſter , being condemned for the doctrine Fobnde Beck. | 
of the Goſpel , conſtantly endured the torment of the fire at 
Troyes, | 0 
Aymond de: Lavoy , a godly Miniſter , preaching the truths of .God | 4ymund de 
faithfully , was complained of by the Popiſh Clergy to the Magiſtrates | £499: 
of Bourdeaux, who ſent to apprehend him ; hereupon ſome of his 
friends perſwaded him to flie ; but he refuſed, ſaying, that thereby he 
__ cauſe the People to think that he had fed them with dreames 
and fables, and not with the pure Word of God ; whereas he feared 
not to yield up both ſoul and body in the quarrel of the truth which he 
had taught, ſaying, That with Paul, he was ready not onely to be bound | Courage. 
fr the teſtimony of Chriſt in the City of Bourdeaux , but to die 
alſo. : | | 
After the Sumner came, he ſtayed three dayes and preached three | 


oY 


þ 


Flight refuſed, | 


Sermons ; and whereas the people would have reſcued him our of the 
Sumners hand , he deſired them nor to ſtop his Martyrdome ; for 
ſaid he, Since it # the Will of God that 1 ſhall ſuffer for him, I will ndt 
reſiſt his will, At Bourdeaux many witneſſes came in againſt him , a- 
gainſt whom he made many exceptions,but they would not be admitted, 
Nine moneths he remained in priſon , ſuffering great miſery ,* much 
bewailing his former courſe of lite, though yet ir had been ſuch as 
none could charge-him with any crime; Then the Judges proceeded 2 
to his condemnation , and he had greater fetters pur upon him ; he | 

was alſo examined with torments , which he endured two or three | 

hours, though but of a weakly body, comforting himſelf thus : Thes | F--1 
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© | Prayes for his | 
enemies. 


} 


' | body "muſt once-die, but the {þir#t" ſhall live, the Kinedome of God abideth 
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for ever; "During his torments he fwowned, and when he came ro him- 
ſelf gain, heſaid,, O Lord, Lord , why haſt thou forſaken me? Nay 
ſaid the Preſident , wicked Lutheran , Thou haſt forſaken God : 4y- 
mund replied, Alas good Maſters, why do you thus miſerably tor- 
ment me* 0 Lord , Thbeſeech thee forgive them, for they know not what they 
do, See ſaid the Preſident, this Cainiffe how he prayerh tor us? Shortly 
after he was condemned ; and when the Friars came to confeſle him, he 


His Mattyr- 
dome. 


| FranciBribard | 


bade them depart from him, for he would confeſle his fins to the Lord. 
He went to the place of executjon with much joy , exhorting the peo- 
ple all the way; at the place of execution they crumbled him out of the 
Cart, and when he was upon the ſtage he ſaid, © Lord, make haſte to help 


he ſaid to them, My brethren, I exhort you to ſtudy and learn the Goſ- 
pel, for the Word of God abideth for ever ; Labour to know the Will 


[of God, and fear not them that kill the body, but have no power over | 


your ſouls, Afterwards he ſaid, My fleſh doth wonderfully refiſt the ſpi- 
rit, but preſently I ſhall caſt it away, At the ſtake he oftenrepeated, 0h 
Lord my God.jnto thy hands Icommend my ſoul;and ſo he was firſt ſtrangled 


by the hangman, and then burned, | 
Francts Bribard, Secretary to the Cardinal of Be/lay, being conyicted 


| 


1 William Huſſn | 


—_ 4 


| chael, declared and proved that the Maſle 


for adhering to the truth,had firſt his tongue cut out,and then was burnt. 


Anno 1544. 
About the ſametime, William Hyſſon , an Apothecary , came from 
Bloys to Roan; and in the Palace where the Counſel fate, he ſcattered 


ſundry books coricerning Chriſtian dofrine , and, againſt mens tra- | 


ditions; and preſently taking horſe rode away: The books being found, 
the Counſel made diligent ſearch for the Author, and art laſt heard that 
probably this Zſſon had ſcattered them there; whereupon Poſts were 
{ent out every way to apprehend him,and by ſome of them he was taken, 
riding towards Deep, and bronght: back to Roan ; who being examined, 
PIT his faith boldly, and that he had ſcattered thoſe books,and that 

e was going to Deep ro do the like there, For this he was condemned 
to be burnt alive; 'and as he was'carried to execution, becauſe he refuſed 


to worſhip an Image, his tongue was cut out ; afterwards his hands and | 


feetbeing bound behind him, he was pulled up with a Pully, and fo ler 
downinto the fire, in which he with a chearful countenance held up 
his head , and fixedhis eyes upon heaven, tilt he yjelded up his ſpitit un- 
to God. 

Anno 1545. Fames Cobard,'aSchoolmiſter in the City of Saint M- 
neither profited the quick nor | 
dead, 8c. for which he was burned, © 

Alſoat Melda fourteen godly perſons were caſt into priſon, where they 
were cruelly racked to' make them confeſfe their fellows, which they 
ſtoutly refuſed to do,and art laſt were condemned to the firezſeven of them 
had their tongues cut our, and ſo all of themwere butned together, their 
fyives being compelled to ſtand by xo ſee their rorments ; many others 
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me, tarry not , deſpiſe not the work of thy hands - and ſeeing ſome Scholars, | 
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were {courged and baniſhed. Anno 
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Anno 1546, There yas one Peter Chapot, who having been a while at | ®cter Cbapsr. 
Geneva, out of a zeal to dogood to the Church of Chriſt, carried divers | © - | 
Bibles into Fraxce, and diſperſed them amongſt the faithtul z ar laſt he | 
was apprehended and carried to Parts; there he readily rendred an ac- | 
count of his. faith, exhorting the Judges to do their office uprightly. 
Three Doctors of Sorbone were appointed to diſpute with him , but he 
made them all to go away aſhamed: then was he condemned to be burnt. 
Art the ſtake,one of the Doctors prefled him ſorely to pray to our Lady, | | 
which he refuſed, crying only, 0 Feſ#ns Sonne of David hawe mercy on me; | 
The Doctor bade him ſay only Feſus Maria, and he ſhould not be burnt 
alive, bur he for a while refuſed, yer at laſt through his imporcunity, he ' jyyranc in- | 
{aid Felus Maria, but preſently kind himſelf; he ſaid, 0h God what ficmity. | 
have I done? pardon me O Lord, for againſt thee only have 1 ſinned; and (o | | 
he was preſently ſtrangled and then burned; but upon the complaint of 
che Doctor, the Court madea Decree, thar all which were to be burned, |, ,,., | 
unleſſe they recanted at the ſtake, ſhould have their tongues cur our, |} 
which was diligently afterwards obſerved, | 

| There was living at Meavx a lame Creeple, to whom God was plea- | 
ſed to reveal his truth, and after a time he was apprehended, and exami- | A* Creeplz 
ned, at which time he confeſſed more than they deſired to hear,. Then 957c<- 
| did they ask him whether he would ſtand to that which he had faid?,To  ,.... | 
whom heanſwered; and I ask you again , Dare you be ſo bold a1 tode-\ |. 
ny that which ts ſo plain and evident in the holy Scriptures ? being ad- 
viſed to take care of his life, he ſaid to the Judges, tor Gods ſake take | 
care of your own lives and ſouls, and conſider how much innocent blood | | 
ou ſpill daily in fighting againſt Jeſus Chriſt and his Goſpel. Ar laſt | 9is Martyr- || 
4 was carried to Parrs, where he endured many ſorts of tormenits, and |” | 
laſtly was burned, MC - 

At Fera, one Stephen Polliot was apprehended, carried to Paz , and | Stephen Pulicr. 
there caſt intoa foul and dark dungeon, where he lay long in bonds and | - 
fercers; Atlaſt he was brought forth and condemned to have his tongue 
cut ourt,and to be burned with his ſachel of books hanging about his 
neck,which was accordingly _— | ba 2: 

Ano 1547. There was one Fohn Enezliſh condemned by the Court of | 716u7no1ts. 
Parts tor conteſſing thetruths of God; wo {o ſent to Gas in Burgundy, Eee 
where he was burned, _ | | | 

Alſo Michael Michelote, being apprehended for profeſling the Goſpel, 
' was put to his Choiſe either to recant and be beheaded , or to perſevere 
| and be burned; he anſwered, that he truſted that he which had given him 
; grace not to deny the truth, would alſo give him patience to abide the 
| fire, and ſo he was burned. 
| Another being betrayed by falle brethren, was burned at Bay in Byr- | Treachery. 
| gundy, L2 
by Five men and two women were condemned to the fire at Laygres, 
for adhering tothe truth : ane of the women being the youngeſt , was 
reſerved tobe burned at laſt; and in the mean time ſhe much encouraged 
| them all, ſaying, Thi day we ſhall be married to the Lord Feſusto live with 
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| Feur Martyrs. . 


\ Blondcl. 


Popiſh malice» 
Courage, 


Charity. 


{| Humane infire 


mity. 
Recovery. 


Hubert. 


Flerent Venote. 
Cruelty, 


Anne Avudebert 


| Comage and 


. | comfort at 
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him forever, and ſo they all quietly ſlept in the Lord. Four others 
about the ſame time were condemned, and cruelly burnt at Paris for the 


| ſame cauſe, 


Apno 1548, There was one Blondel, a Merchant of precious ſtones. 
that frequented many great Fairs in France, and was well-known both 
in Court and Countrey ; he was a manot fingular integrity, and a Fa- 
vourer of Gods Word; being at an Innein Lops, he freely reproved the 
filthy talk and ſuperſtitious behaviour which he there heard and ſaw ; 
hereupon the Hoſt complained of him roan officer ; withal , informing 
him of his rich Coller of Jewels; Theſe two ſuborned one to borrow 
money of him , which becauſe Blonde! retuſed tolend, the fellow cauſed 
him to be apprehended for hereſie, thinking thereby to attach his goods, ! 
but Blondels friends prevented it, privily conveying them away. ; 

Blonael being examined of his faith, gave a plain and full Confeſſion 
of it; whereupon he was ſent to priſon, in which he did much good a- 
monegſt the Priſoners , paying the debts of ſome and fo looſing them, 
feeding others, cloathing others, 8c. Ar length through the importu- 
nity of his Parents and friends, he changed his Confeſſion , yet was he 
ſent to the High Court at Pars , where being examined again concern- 
ing his faith , he adhered to his firſt Confeffion , much op penwon, his 

aſte 


| former fall; Then was he condemned to be burnt, and great 


was made for his execution , left hls friends at Court ſhould fave 
his life, 
Anno 1549, One Hubert, a young man of nineteen years old , was 
conſtant in the-faith, that neither the perſwaſions of his Parents, nor 
the threats of his adverſaries could remove him from his ſtedfaſtneſle, for 
which he was burned at Dyoz. | 

The ſame year there was _ Miniſter, called Florent Yenote, caſt 
into priſon at Parrs , where he lay above four years, in which time 
there was no kindof torment, which he did not endure and overcome : 
amongſt others he was mY in to fo narrow a place, that he could neither 
ſtand nor lie}, in which he remained ſeven weeks , whereas there was 
never any MaletaQor that could endure ir fifteen dayes , bat he «i- 
ther grew.mad or died, Art laſt when a great ſhew was made at the 
Kings coming into the City, and divers other Martyrs in ſundry pla- 
ces of it were put to death, Florent alſo having his tongue cut out, 


- | was brought forth gro ſee their execution, and laſtly was himſelfe 


burar, : 

About the ſame time one Anne Audebert , as ſhe was going to Gene- 
wa, was apprehended and brought to Paris, where ſhe was adjudged to 
be ſent ro 0rleance and burned there: when ſhe was had forth to exect- 


| tion, a rope being put about her, the called ic her wedding girdle, where- 


with ſhe ſhould be married ro Chriſt ; and being to be buried upon a 

Saturday, ſhe ſaid , On 4 Saturday 1was firft married, andon a Saturday 

1 ſhall be married again : She much rejoyced when ſhe was pur into the 
fe as made 

eSpeRators to wonder at it, 

Not 
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Not long after the Coronation of Hepry the ſecond, King of France, | 
at whoſe coming into the City of Paris divers godly Martyrs were bur- | _ __ 
ned, there was a poor Tailor, that dwelt not farte from the Kings | * ****: 
Palace , apprehended for working upon an holy day : Being by the Ot-| 
ficer asked why he wrought upon that day 2 He anſwered that he was | 
2 poor man living only upon his labour , and that he knew no day but 
the Sabbath whereupon he might not work , his neceffity requiringit ; | 
Then was he clapt up in priſon ; this being noifed in the Court, ſome | 
| would needs have the Tailor ſent for , that the King might have the | 
hearing of him, Then was the Tailor brought thither”, and the King 
ficting in his chair of State, commanded the Biſhop of Maſcor to | 
queſtion with him: The Tailor being nothing amated at the Kings pre- | 
ſence,atter he had done reverence to his Prince, gave thanks ro God for Admiraile 
honouring him fo greatly, being ſuch a wretch, as to bring him where <ovra2ge. 
he might bear witnefle to his truth before fo great a Prince : The Bi- 
thop queſtioned with him abour the greateſt matters of Religion, and | 
he with an undaunted ſpirit ſo anſwered for the ſincere truth, and with 
ſuch pregnant proofs of Scripture, as was wonderfull ; and though che 
Nobles that were preſent jeered and taunted at him , yet could they! ,... 
not daſh him out of countenance , bur that ſtil] with much liberty and _ 
freedome of ſpeech he defended the truth of Chrift,. neicher flattering 
their perſons, nor fearing their threats, The King ſeeming to muſe 
much within himſelt , that ſo mean and {imple a perſon ſhould ſhew 
ſuch audacity in ſuch a preſence, the Biſhop and Popiſh Lords taking 
notice of, cryed out that he was an obſtinate and impudent Heretick, 
and therefore remanded him back to priſon: and within a few dayes 
after he was condemned to be burnt alive; and leſt the King ſhonld 
be affeted with whar he heard from the Tailor , the Biſhops often LE 
ſuggeſted that the Lutherans were ſuch as carried a vaine fmoake in| | "IN 
their mouthes, which being put ro the fire would ſoon vaniſh; They 
alfo would needs havethe King preſent art his execution: bur ir pleaſed 
God to give ſuch ſtrength and courage to the Tailor at his execution, Gods judges 
as mygh more aſtoniſhed the'King than all his former carriage z tor | meutson per- 
having eſpied the King in the window where he fate, he beheld him | ors. 
with {o ſtedfaſt a countenance, that his eyes were never off him ; yea, | 
when the fire was kindled abour him ', he ſtill kept his eyes ſo fixed 
upon the King, that rhe King was conſtrained to leave the window , | 
and to withdraw himſelf, and was ſo wrought upon thereby , that he | 
confeſſed that he thought the ſhadow of the Tailor tollowed hit whi- | 
therſoever he went, and for many nights after he was fo terrified 
with the apparition thereof, that he proteſted with an oath, thac he j : 
would never ſee nor hear any more of thoſe Lutherans, though afterwards 
he brake his oath, as it follows in the ſtory of Anne Du Bonre. 

About the ſame time one Claudins a godly man, was apprehended as| ,, ... 
he came from Gezeva, and burned at Orleance. ADS | 

Anno 1551, One Thomas, a young man of about eighteen years old , | Thomas. 
coming from Geneva to Paris , rebuked one tor fearing , — Zoale 
Tr e 
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he was apprehended for a Lutherane, and carried before the high Court; 


by them he was committed to priſon , and cruelly racked to conteſſe his 


| |companions, which he ſtill retuſed to do, whereupon they continued ro 


rack him.,till one of the bloody Inquifitors turned his back and wept, and 
till the Hangman was a weary; then was he carried to be burned, and was 
let down with a pully into the fire; and after 2 while being palled up 
again, they asked him if he would yet turn, To whom he ſaid, That he 
was in his way to God, and there fore he deſired them to let him go, and fo he 
quietly ſlept in the Lord, 

Anno 1553, There was apprehended at Lions one Peter Bergerius who 
for his bold and conſtant conteſſion was caſt into priſon , and put into a 
dungeon, where was a thief that had lain there ſeven or eight moneths, 
who being in great pain and torment, cryed out of God, and curſed his 
Parents that begat him, being almoſt eaten up with lice , and fed with 
ſuch bread as dogs and horſes had refuſed toeat ; butir pleaſed Almigh- 
ty God of his goodneſs, through the inſtructions and prayers of Bergeri- 
2, that he was converted and brought to the knowledge of the truth , 
after which, the very next day , his lice which before extreamly abound- 
j.ed, ſowent away, that he had not one remaining ; and God fo ſtirred up 
the hearts of good men, that he was fed plentifully , and that with white 
bread, ſo that with much patience and joytulneſs he bore his impriſon- 
ment, and had great comfort afterwards in his ſoule, 

About the ſame time three godly men were apprehended at Ltons , 
and being candemned for the truth, when they were to be led forth to 
execution, two of them had ropes put about their necks ; the third, ha- 


| ving ſerved the King in his wars, was favoured to have none; where- 


upon he ſaid to the Lieutenant, that he alſo deſired to have one of thoſe 
precious chains about his neck in honour of his Lord the which being grant- 
ed, they all went ſinging to the fire , where with much patience they 
yielded up their ſpirits unto God, | 

| Not long after in the ſame place was apprehended one Matthew Dimo- 
net, who formerly had lived a moſt wicked lite,full of all filthineſs and a- 
bominations; he had been alſo a ſearcher out of,the Profeſſors of the Gol- 

el, anda great Perſecutor of them ; yet at laſt it pleaſed God to ſhew 
Fim mercy, and he was converted to the knowledge of the truth: after 
which, being apprehended and examined, he made a ſtout profefſion of 
his faith'; and during his impriſonment he had great conflicts with the 


infirmity of his own fleſh, but eſpecially with the cemptations of his Pa- 
rents; kindred, and friends; yet the Lord did fo ſtrengthen him that he 


| endured conſtant to the end; At his burning he ſpake much to the peo- 


' ple, and was hearkned to with greatattention, 
Simon Laloe coming upon ſome occaſions from Geneva into Frazce, 


was apprehended by the Baylifte of Djox , by whom he was impriſoned 
and racked to force him to confeſſe what fellows he had ; but thac nor 
prevailing, he was condemned to be burned. At his death the Executio- 
| ner, ſeeing his great faith, patience, and conſtancy, was fo wrought 
| upon therereby, that he fell into great terrors of conſcience , fo that he 


ann__—— 


| 
! 


was; 


out ofa ſingular love to his ſoule, he vvent thither to inſtru& him; 
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was neer to utter deſpair-, and all the promiſes of the Goſpel could 
ſcarce comfort him ; yet ar laſt, through Gods mercy, receiving com- 
fort, he with all his family removed to the Church of Geneva, where 
he afterwards lived till his death, 

Nicholas Naile, carrying fome good books to Paris, was there appre- 


elly tormented ſundry wiſe, and racked all his joynts afunder, and laſtly 
being condemned, when he was carried to the ſtake , they put a gag into 


blood guſhed out of his mouth - they alſo beſmeared all his boy vvith 
oyle and brimſtone, ſo that ar the firſt raking of fire, all his skin vvas 
{hrivelled together, vyhilſt his invyard parts vvere untouched ; the cord 
being burnt inſunder, and the gag falling out of his mouth, he praiſed 


' God 1n the midft of the fire, till he yielded up his ſpirit unto God, 


Peter Serre vvas at firſt a Prieſt, but God of his mercy revealing his 
truth to him, he vvent to Geneva, and there learned the Shoomakers 
cratr, vvhereby he maintained himſelf ; and having a brother at 7 m—_ 

© 
brothers vvife being not vvell pleaſed herevvith,revealed it to one of her 
Goſſips, vyho informed the Officiall againſt him ; hereupon he vvas 


apprehended and carried betore the Inquiſitor, to vvhom he made an ex- | 


cellent declaration of his faith, and ſo vvas delivered to the Jodge, 
vyho asked him of vyhat occupation he vyas © He ſaid , that of late 


j 


his mouth, vyhich they tied in ſo hard vvith a rope about his head, thart ! 
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he was a Shoowaker ; thea did the Judge ask him of vvhat Occupation 


he had formerly been * he ſaid, he had been of another formerly , but 


he was aſhamed to niter it or to remember it , being the worſt and wileſt 
Science of all others in the world; the Judge and people ſuppoſing 


that he had been ſome Cutpurſe or thief, were more importunare to | 


knovv vvhat it vvas but ſhame and ſorrovv ſo ſtopped his mouth that 
he could not declare it; at laſt chrough their importunate clamour, he 
told them he had been a Popiſh Prieſt : this ſo incenſed the Judge, 
that he preſently condemned him to be degraded , to have his tongue 
cut out, and to be burned; vvhich vvas accordingly executed :In the 
fire he ſtood ſo quiet , looking up ſtedfaſtly to heayen ar the time of his 
burning, as if he felt no pain at all, which cauſed wondeful admiration in 
the people;and one of the Parliament ſaid, that it was not the beſt way to 
bring the Lutherans to the fire, for it would do more'hurt then good.” 
Anno 1554, There were two godly men.with one of their ſons and 
daughter going towards Geneva , whom a Lieutenant overtaking by the 
way, like a F#das, he inſinuated himſelf into their company , pretended 
oreat favour tothem and to that Religion, which he {aid, he ſuppoſed 
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them to be ot;and ſo with fair words he circumvented them,and drew out | 
of them that they were Proteſtants, and their wives at Geneva, whither | 
they were now travelling; Then did he apprehend chem and carry | 
; them to the Caſtle of Nzverne; During their impriſoament they were | 
' examined of many Articles, to which they made a full and clear an- 
' fryer according to their faith ; after this they were racked extreamly for Cow, 
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| ſhall be an example to all Apoſtates, Having ended his ſpeech , and the 
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three houres together to force them to recant, which they bore with 
admirable patience; being therefore condemned, as they went to execu- 
|tion, the Officer bound a woodden crofle between their hands, bur 
they pulled it out with their teeth, and threw it away, whereupon 
their rongues were cut out, notwithſtanding which God gave them 
utterance, ſo that they ſpake plain, ſaying, We 6d ſim, the fleſh, the 
world, and the devil farewel for ever, with whom we fhall never have more 
10 do hereafter, and much more to thelike purpoſe, When the Officer 
came to beſmear them with brimſtone and gunpowder, they ſaid, Go 
to, ſalt on, ſalt on es ours and rotten fleſh, and ſo perſiſting conſtant in 
the flames they finiſhed their Martyrdome. 

Anno 1557, Philben Hamlin, a Prieſt, was through Gods grace 
| brought to the knowledge of the truth, whereupon he went to Geneva, 
; where he exerciſed Printing, and ſent books abroad, Afterwards he was 
made a Miniſter,and preached at the Town of Alenart, in which and in 
ſome other places he did much good ; At laſt he with his Hoſt, a 
Prieſt, whom he had inſtructed in the knowledge of the Goſpel, were 
apprehended and caſt into priſon at Bowrdeanx, and whilſt they lay there, 
| in came a Prieſt with his furniture to 4 Maſſe ; but Philbert inflamed 

with a holy zeal ,, went and plucked the garments from his back, and 
| overthrew the Chalice and Candleſticks, ſaying, 1s it not enough for 
you to blaſpheme God in the Charches , but you muſt alſo pollute the priſon 
with your idolatry ? the Jailor ſeeing this, tell upon him , and beat him 
with his ſtaffe, and alſo removed him into a dangeon, loading him with 
irons which made his legs to ſwell: there be lay eight dayes. The Prieſt 
his Hoſt, terrified with the priſon and fear of death, renounced Chriſt 
and his Word, and was ſet at liberty; whereupon Philberr ſaid to him 
O unhappy and more then miſerable man! 1s it poſſible that you ſhould be [/ 
fooliſh, as for to ſave your life a few dayes, you ſhould fo ſtart away from and 
deny the trath* Know you therefore that although hercby you have awveided | 
the corporal fire, yet your life ſhall be never the longer, for you ſhall dye be- 
fore me, and yet ſhall not have the honour to die for the cauſe of God : and you 


{ Prieſt going out of Priſon, he was preſently flain by two Gentlemen , 
who formerly had a quarrel to him, Philbert hearing of it, profeſſed 
that he knew of no ſuch thing before , but ſpake as it pleaſed God to 
guide his tongue. Philbert being condemned, and had to execution , 
they laboured rodrown his voice by ſounding of trumpets, and {o in the 
midſt of the flames, praying and exhorting the people, he rendred up his 
ſoul unto God, 

Anno 1558, Nicholas of Fenvile, a young man that had lived at Ge- 
neva, coming into France to get up {ome mony that was owing to 
him, was betrayed by a Lady , apprehended and condemned, and be- 
irig carried in a Cart to execution , his Father met him and would have 
beaten him witha ſtaffe,burt the Officers not ſuffering it, wete about to 
have ſtricken the old man; the ſon ſeeing it cryed to chem toler his father 
alone, faying.thar he had power over him to do to him what he would. 
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At the place of execution he had an jron ball put into his mouth, and {6 
be patiently took his Martyrdom at Fenvile, | 

About the ſame time a company of the faithful of abour three or | 
four hundred were met together at an houſe in Paris, in the beginning | 
of the night , to receive the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ; ſome | | 
Prieſts getting intelligence of ir, gathered many of that fa&tion toge- Popith malice. | 
ther, and came, and beſet the houſe, making an outcry that the watch 
might come and apprehend them.ſo thar jn a ſhort rime moſt of the Ci- 
ty of Paris was up inarmes, ſuppoſing that there had been ſome conſpi- 
racy: The people tollowing the noife, and perceiving that they were 
Lutherans,they grew into a great rage , ſeeking to murther them , and} 
thereupon ſtopped the ſtreets and lanes with Carts, and made fires that 
none might eſcapethem ; bur, through Gods mercy , before this ru- | | 
mult began, the faithful had finiſhed their adminiſtration and prayers , 
with as much quiet as ever they had done; and now ſeeing this ſudden | 
danger,they were ſomewhat amazed; whereupon the Paſtors of the Con- | 
gregation exhorted them and tell to prayer ; after which, conſidering 
the cowardlineſs of the multitude, it was reſolved that ſuch as had | | 
weapons ſhould adventure through the preſs; which being pur in pra- 
Ctice, theadmirable power of God appeared, in that notwithſtanding 
the fires, and ſtopping of the paſſages, yer they all eſcaped fafe',: only 
one was beaten down with ſtones and flain: The reſt, which wanted 
weapons, being abour one hundred and twenty, ſtayed in the houſe 
with the women and children, ſome of which leaped into Gardens, 
where they remained till the Magiſtrates .came z The women, which 
were all perſons of good quality,fave fix or ſeven, perceiving their dan- | 
ger by reaſon of the fury of the people, went up into the windows, | 
thewed their innocency, and defired thar they might be tryed inan ordi- | 
nary way of Juſtice;yet there they were incloſed by the rabble for ſix or | 
ſeven houres; Atlaſt came the Kings Atturney with many Serjeants 
and Officers , who with much ado appeafing the people, entred into the 
houſe, and their ſeeing the quality of the perſons,and their innocency,the 
Atrurney much pitied them, yer carried them to priſon in the little 
Caſtle ; but as they wenr, the furious multitude plucked and haled the | popichrage 
Gentlewomen, tore their garments, pulled their hoods from their heads, | 24dcruciy, 
and all beſmeared their faces with duſt and dirt, 

In the priſon they were uſed no better ;* tor the Villains and Thieves | 
being let our of their holes, and ſtinking Caves, theſe Lambs of Chriſt |, .. ,. 

| _ iſh lyes 
were put into their rooms, Then followed the cruel and flanderous | and ganders. 
reports of the Friars, who in their Sermons railed upon them , told 
the people that they were aſſembled to make a banquet inthe nigh , 
after which, putting out the candles, they went together Fack with Fill, | 
after a filthy and beaſtly manner ; rhey charged them alſo with ſedirj- | S$u2n$ſubtiit;, 
on, as if they conſpired againſt the King, &c, And theſe curſed defa- | 
mations were no ſooner vented. but they were ſpread abroad farte and 
wide, yea in the Court itſelf, and rhe Cardinal of Lorraine procured a 


certain Judgetocome to the King, who teſtified that he found n = | | 
| ouſe 
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| Houſe divers Couches,upon which they intended to commit their whore- 
domes and adulteries, which much enflamed the King againſt them, 

Theſe things made the enemies to triumph exceedingly, and on the 
contrary, the brethren which eſcaped, were full of perplexity ; and Ja- 
mentations, ſorrowing not ſo much for themſelves, as for the impriſon- 
ment of their friends ; yet they much comforted themſelves in the con- 
{ideration of ther own wonderful deliverance. They upon debate alſo re- 
ſolved, Firſt, that all of them ſhould humble themſelves before God in 
their own families, Secondly, That they might ſtop rhe talſe ramours, 
to write two Apologies, one to the King, and another to the People, 
Thirdly to write confolatory letters to their friends in priſon, 

The Apology to the King was written and conveyed privily in- 
to his Chamber , where it was met with and read openly before the 
King and his Nobles ; yet this prevailed little; for their adverſaries 
ſuggeſted to him that all was falſe, and apretence to hide their wicked- 
neſs : But that to the people did very much good, and fo did their con- 
ſolatory letter to their friends in priſon, | | 

The adverſaries all this while did beſtir themſelves to bring them that 
were jn priſon to execution, and procured a Commiſhon trom the King 


that at this time the Proteſtant Princes of Germazy were met at a Collo- 
| quy at Wormes, to whom divers learned men reſorted from Geneva , re- 


half of theſe poor Chriſtians thus impriſoned ; by whoſe mediation, and 


[ 
; 


| the Kings other buſineſs, who wasnow in war with the King of Spaiy, 


the coming of the Ambaſlodors, 

Amoneſt them were Nicholas Cliver, and one Granvelle, bothof them 
elders of the Congregation, who ſtout)y detended the truth againſt the 
Sorbone DoQtors,and afterwards patiently refigned up their ſonles ro God 
inthecruel flames. Alſo a young Gentlewoman of about twenty three 
years old, which came from Gaſcozgne to joyn her ſelf to the Church ar 
Paris, was brought forth with the former , and endured many conflicts 
with the Judges and Sorboniſts ; who when ſhe was urged to recant, ſaid, 
That ſhe had learned her faith from the Word of God, and therefore there- 
in ſhe would live and die : Her neighbours teſtified againſt her tha there 
was much ſinging of Pſalms in her houſe, and that ſometimes they had 
ſeen abundance of people come out of it, and that at the death of her 
husband no Prieſt was called for, &c, But preſently after, two of theſe 
witnefles fell out, and one flew the other with a knite. - 


he might have her eſtate. When ſhe was condemned,ſhe had her tongue 


her ſelf like a Bride, being that day to be married to her Spouſe Jeſus 
| Chriſt ; ſhe went to the fire withour ever changing countenance, and ſo 
| Quietly yielded up her ſpirit to God, a 

'  Diyets others of this Congregation ſuffered in the like ſort : = 
| re 


_o” Wn ro con 


ro certain Judges to haſten their trial, Bur it fell. out by Gods Providence, | 


many of them were delivered, yet ſome of them were executed before | 


The Cardinal of Sexs much haſtened this Gentlewomans death , thar | 


cut, as the two former alſo were ſerved, Going to execution, ſhe drefled | 


” w- 
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queſting them toſend their Ambaſſadors to the Frexch King, in thebe- | 
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reſt at the mediation of the Prince EleQor Palatine, and the Proteſtant 
Switzers were releaſed, : 

In other parts of France alſo ſundry faithful Chriſtians were impri- 
ſoned, cruelly racked, had their tongues cut out , and finally were þur- 
ned, concerning whom becauſeI find nothing extraordinary, I have for- | 
born to mention them. 

Anno 1559. The King of France, Henry the ſecond, coming into the 
che Parliament in Pars, there was one Anne Du Boure, a noble Counſel- 
lour, a man of ſingular underſtanding and knowledge, bred and nur ed | 
up in the boſome of the Church of Chriſt, who made a bold ſpeech' \ cp, 
before him, wherein he rendred thanks to Almighty God, for moving , ſpeech. 
the Kings heart to be — at the deciſion of ſo weighty a cauſe as 
that of Religion was, humbly intreating him to confider well thereof, | 
being the cauſe of Chriſt himſelf, which of good right ought to be | 
maintained by Princes, &c, Bur the King inſtead of hearkening to his 
good advice, was ſo far incenſed againſt him, that he cauſed him to be 
apprehended by the County of Montgomery, Conſtable of France , and 
to be carried to priſon, proteſting to him in theſe words, 7 heſe eyes of 
mine ſhall ſee thee burnt ; and preſently atter he ſent a Comm:ſhon to 
the Judges to make his c—_ ; . | 

During his impriſonment there was a godly woman , who was I 
Priſoner alfo in a Chamber juſt over againſt his, who at her window, 
toraetimes by words , other {ometimes by ſ1gnes, did much encourage | Gods mercy, 
him to perſevere conſtantly in the truth , whereby he was ſo comforted ,| . 
that when ſome of his friends per{waded him to recant, he ſaid,God forbid, 
for a woman hath taught me my leſſon, how 1 ought to carry my ſelf in this buſi- | — | 
neſs ; He was aften examined about ſundry points of Religion, and be- |? © 
ing once asked whether he had conferred with any one about them,he an- | 
ſwered that he had conferred with his books,eſpecially with the holy Scriptures, | 

. Having drawn up a contefſion of his Faith , he intended to preſent it 
to the Parliament ; but ſome Advocates that belonggd to that Court, 
who pretended great love to him , laboured to draw him to make an- | Tertation; 
other confeſſion , not contrary to the truth , but in ſuch ambiguous 
terms as might ſatisfie his Judges, who would nor ſtand ſtritly to | 
examine it; Du Boure long reſiſted , but at laſt was prevailed with to | Hum: neingr. | 
draw up ſuch aconfeſſion, ſuppoſing it ſufficient that himſelf knew his  y- 
own meaning ; So ſoon as this his contefſion came into the hands of 
his Tudges, great hopes were conceived of his enlargement ; bur when 
the Chriſtian C ongregation had gotten a copy of ic, they were much 
grieved ; whereupon they ordered Maſter Auguſtine Marlorate, a learn- 
ed and #odly Miniſter, to write a large dilcourſe concerning the duty 
of ſuch as were called to bear witneſlerto the truth of God betore Magi- 
ſtrates, wherein he ſet down Gods threatnings and judgements againſt 
{uch, as either direy or indirety deny the truth, exhorting him more 
highly to prize the glory of God then his own liberty ; the truth of his geo cownfa. 
Goſpel then a ſhort and tranſitory life ; ſhewing that he ought. not | 
now to give over, having made ſo happy a beginning and progreſle,. | 
| Is 
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his Chriſtian courſe : That the fame of his conſtancy was ſpread, not only 
through France, bur all Chriſtendom over : that he had been a means to 
confirm many weak-ones, and cauſed others to enquire atter the means 
of ſalvation : that all mens eyes were fixed on him to enquire by whar 
means he gat out of priſon, ſo thar, if through fear and taint-heartedneſs, 
he ſhould enterprize ought that ſhould contradid his firſt Profeſſion, he 
would give much ſcandal and offence, and therefore he exhorted him to 
give glory to God,toedifie his Church; telling him that then he mighr 
aſſure himſelf that God would neither leavenor forſake him, 

Theſe Letters brought Ds Bovre to a ſight of his fin, for which ask- 
ing pardon of God, without any further delay he wrote to the Judges, 
retrating his laſt, and proteſting to ſtand to his firſt conteſſion ; ſo thar 
ſhortly atter he was condemned, 

In the mean time great feaſts were preparing in the Court, for joy of 
the marriages that ſhould be of the Kings daughter and fiſter ; The day 
whereof being come, the King imployed all the morning in examining 
the Prefident, and other Counſellors of the Parliamenc: againſt Ds Bourg, 
| and other his companions that were charged with the ſame doctrine, in- 
tending to glut his eys in ſeeing their execution,and then went todinner, 

After dinner the King being one of the Defendants at che Tilting, 
which was near the priſon where Dy Boureand his tellows lay, entred the 
liſts, and behaved himſelf valiantly, breaking many ſpears againſt Count 
Montgomery and others, whereupon he was highly commended of the 
Spectators, and all thinking that he had done enough, defired him to 


would needsrun another courſe with Montgomery , who kneeling on his 
knees craved pardon, refuſing to run againſt him; the King being ea- 
| gerly ſet on, commanded him upon his Allegiance to run, and put the 
ſpear into his hands ; Montgomery thus enforced, addrefied himſelt ro 
the courſe, and the King and he meeting together, brake their ſpears, 


rers of Montgomeries ſpear entred juſt into his right eye,and fo pierced his 

head chat the brains were periſhed; which wound, deſpiſing all means 
| of cure, killed him within a eleven dayes, whereby his hope of ſeeing D# 
| Bourg burned was fruſttated, and thereupon Du Bourg his execution was 
deferred for ſix moneths longer; at the end whereof, he having conſtant- 
ly perſevered in the confeſſion of his faich,was firſt degraded, and the 
next day carried out to execution ; The Judges appointed fix or ſeyen 
hundred Horſeand Foot well armed, to guard him ; he was firſt hanged, 
and then his body was burnt to aſhes. 

Preſently after,divers others were burnt in Pars, and in many other 
places for theirReligion : many alſo were maſfacted as they paſſed along 
the ſtreets for not doing reverence tothe images, which were then newly 
ſer up in the corner,of every ſtreet; ſuch alſo as refuſed to contribute 
money to buy wax candles to burn before them, it coſt them their lives, 
Notwithſtanding which cruelties,thoſe of the Religion Increaſed daily, 


both in zeal and number in all parts of the Realm, 


giveover with praiſe; Bur he being puffed up with their commendatjons, | 


and the Kings Helmer falling down ar the ſame inſtant, one of the ſplin- | 


| 
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This much jncenſ{ed the Duke de Guiſe in his Government of Dauphine, 


| whereupon he ſent Mangirop, a cruel man, and great enemy to the Pro- | a great perſe- 


teſtants, with charge wholly. to root. them out 5 This Mangiron firſt prevan in Dau- 
played his part very ſubtilly; bur at laſt he, fell upon Yalexce , {acking Pe 

the houſes of the Proteſtants , as if ne had taken the Town by affault; | 
and the moreto ſtrengthen him in his miſchief, he had many Troops' of | 

Horſe, and ſome Lanciers ſent him : Truchoy alſo, Prefident of Grenoble, | 

caſt ſixty of the chiefeſt of the Proteſtants into priſon at Yalexce,, whilſt | 

Maztiron pillaged thoſe of Montelimart, to whom he had promiſed and: Popith cruetty 


{worn todo no wrong. | 


the principal Citizens to be hanged ; the reſt he puniſhed with great Þbeheaced. 
fines, whippings, and baniſhments, | mr | 

At Roan he hanged two men, whipt one, and afterwards ſent himto | 
che Gallies, | 


Anno 1559, In Provence, agodly Gentleman was traiterouſly maſſa- | 


| cred for his profeſſion of Religion. 


Thoſe of the Religion, ſeeing themſelves deſtitute of all humane 4rma Eccleſia. 
aid, reſolved in all their dangers inſtead of ſeeking ro man for help, 
to pray to God,to hear his Word, to continue in true obedience un- ! 
co it, hving 1n great love and concord one with another , whereby a- | | 
bundance of Papiſts were ſo edified , that by whole Troopes they 4 great con- 
left the Maſle, and made open profeſſion of the Proteſtant Reli- V<tion- 

i0n, - 5 

S Anno 1561, There happened a great mutiny in the City of Parr, | 
raiſed by ſome Prieſts, which rang a Bell, while thoſe of the Religion | 
were hearinga Sermon : from which proceeded wounds ,- murthers; and | ?99iſh malice. 
impriſonments; foure of the Proteſtants were hanged to pleaſe the peo- 
ple, and che reſt paid a fine, | ORs 
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A NNO.1562, The Duke de Guiſe paſſing towards Paris, and coming 
 { \nearto 7 op png that the Bell rang to a Sermon, which 
was to be preached ina Barn,in which place there were aſſembled abour 


| twelve hundred men,women.and children,he preſently went vvith all his 


| Troops to the barn,andentring into it,they cryedout Death of Godjkill, kill | Chriftians 


theſe Hugnenots;then did ſome of them ſhoot at thoſe vvhich vvere inthe | murthercd ata | 


. Galleries, others cut in pieces ſuch as they-met with, Some had their Sermon, 
; heads cleft in twain, others had their Armes and hands cut off, fo that | 


; the Walls and Galleries of the Barne were died with the blood of the 
| ſlain; The Duke with his {worddrawn ſtood amongſt them; charging | 
| | \ is 
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ment on Per- 


his men to kill without ſparing, eſpecially the young men : Some of 


theſe godly perſons getting upon the roof, hid themſelves there : bur at 
length ſome of this bloody crew ſpying them , ſhot at them with 


roof like Fs. Then they fell to murthering of them all without di- 
ſtinRion ; the poor Saints of God made no refiſtance, only praying un- 
to God: andevery one running to ſave himſelf, as it pleaſed God to 
dire& him, many men and women were ſlain ; others being ſore woun- 
ded, eſcaped, which died ſhortly after; the poor mans box was taken 
and emptied. The Miniſter in the beginning of the Maſſacre ceaſed not 
to preach ſill, till one diſcharged his:Peece againſt the Pulpit; Then 
falling upon his knees, he intreated the Lord to have mercy upon him, 
and upon his _ perſecuted flock; and ſo coming down from the Pul- 
pit, attempted to eſcape,but by the way he received divers wounds, where- 
upon finding himſelf as he thoughc, mortally hurt, he cryed, Lord in- 
to zhy hazd I commend my ſpirit, 1 

truth; yer before he was ſlain, ſome took him and carried him before 
the Duke,W ho ſaid to him, who made thee ſo bold thus to ſeduce the 
People? Sir, ſaid the Miniſter, 1 am no ſeducer , but have faithfully 
preached the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt to them. Then did the Duke curſe and 
ſwear, ſaying, Death of God, doth the Goſpel teach ſedition ? and cal- 
ling che Provoſt, he ſaid, Take this Varlet and hang him upon a Gib- 
| ber - Then was the Miniſter delivered to two Pages , who baſely abu- 
ſed hims The popiſh women alſo threw dirt at him, and could ſcarce 
be reſtrained from tearing him to pieces, He was kept cloſe Priſoner, 
none being ſuffered robring him neceſſaries ; 2nd he was oft threatned 
to be ſown up inaſack and drowned ; = at laſt, through Gods mercy, 
he was releaſed, at the earneſt requeſt of the Prince of Poxtzov, The 
pulpit was broken down, the lain ftript ſtark naked,and ſo the Dukede- 


| 


ed a great victory, 

When he cameto Parzs,he with the Conſtable and Marſhal of Saint 
Andrews, ſeized upon the King, defaced and overthrew the places where 
they of the Religion uſed to aſſemble, whici ſo encouraged the Popiſh 
party, that in every place they ſo abuſed thoſe of the Religion, as the 
moſt cruel Barbarians would have been aſhamed to do the like, This 
cauſed a Civil War, wherein the Duke of Guiſe, having taken Roay. 
ſacked it for three dayes ſpace, and executed many of the Citizens, 

Not long after he went to Orleance, boaſting that within twenty four 
houres' he would win the Town; and neither ſpare man , woman, 
nor child init , and that he would ſo deſtroy the Town that the memo- 

of it ſhould be exrtin& for ever;But mans purpoſes ; and God diſpoles; 

or the ſame night there was a young Gentleman named Fohn Poltret , 
who watching his opportunity , ſhot him with his piſtol laden with 
three bullets, whereof he ſhortly after died ; and Poltror declared at 
| his deatb,that he did it to deliver Fraxce, and eſpecially the City of 07- 
' leznce fromthe violence of the Duke of Guiſe ; After whoſe death peace 


4 was 


thou haſt redeemed me O Lord God of 


p 


long pieces, whereby many of them were ſlain, falling down from the | 


parted with hisbloody Troops,ſounding his trumpets as if he had obrain- |. 


—_ 
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| ſ{tants, 


-he was put to the torture, where firſt they ſtrained his thumbs ſo hard 
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was ſho rtly after concluded between the Queen-mother and the Prote- 


Bur before this peace took place, thoſe of the Religion ſuffered much 
in ſundry parts of the Realm, ; | 

In Paris they were perſecuted cruelly, the Popiſh people being whol- 
ly ſet upon blood .and theParliament there ſparing neither great nor ſmall 
that fell into their hands, either of that City, or ſuch as. were brought 
thicher upon appeal, or ſummons, | ws : > 0h 

At Senlis many godly Chriſtians ſuffered much, ſome were beheaded, | ** Fentis. 
ſome murthered in a popular tumult , ſome were whipt, ſome impri- 
ſoned,fome fined,and others ſent to the Gallies,not ſparing the ſimple | 
women. Yet through Gods mercy, ſome eſcaped, amongſt whom 
was one lohn Gandens and his Wite, who living with his Wife and | 
child in the fileds, at length determined to go back into the City, caſt- 


Ferſecution in 
Paris. 


ing themſelves upon Gods providence; but when they came into the 
ſuburbs , they met ſome who bade the ſouldiers to put, them to the 
ſword; The woman kneeling down,begged of the ſouldiers, that if the 
muſt needs dye, they would kill her child firſt, ſaying that ſo ſhe ſhould |, 1 
die with the more comfort; which ſpeech of hers {ſo wrought upon the HT * 
ſouldiers, that they ſpared all their lives, 

In Chaalons there was a godly Miniſter, called Fournier , apprehended | At chaatons. , 
and ſpoiled of all that he had : They ſtripped him alſo of his apparel , | + Fournier: 
inſtead whereof they put on him a thredbare cloak, and fo carried him a- | 
way ina Cart, by reaſon ofan hurt that he haa gotten in one of his feer ; | 
by the way they did nothing bur jeere and ſcoffe at him , and every mo- 
ment he was in danger of his life ; the rude people alſo had almoſt pul- | 
led himin pieces z but 1t pleaſed God that he was preſerved by thoſe 
which had deſigned him to death, When he came to Mnnchon he was caſt 
into priſon,and after a while there came aCaptain to him with many ſoul- 
diers, who mixing mocks and threatnings together , ſivare that within 
three houres he ſhould be hewen in pieces. After them came in ſome 
of the Judges, commanding the Jailor to load him with irons , ſaying 
to him, You areno better I am ſure then Saint Peter, whom they laid 
in irons : but if you have as much faithas he, God will then deliver you 
as he did him, by ſending an Angel to you, I will not, ſaid Fournter, 
compare my ſelf with Saint Peter, yet it js not twelve years ago, ſince 
for preaching the ſame do@tine that Perey did, I was impriſoned at Tho- | 
louſe,and there was admirably delivered, And though Peter was de- | 
livered out of priſon, yet in the end he glorified God by his death: 
and if T ſhould be counted worthy with him to ſuffer forthe truch , may 
itnot be ſaid that I have the like precious Faith with Saint Perer ? 
When they were gone, the Jailor forbore putting. bolts upon him, 
becauſe of his ſore legg, yet did he put him into a ftraiter 
priſon, + | 

Afterwars the Duke of Guiſe being made Governour in that place, 


Faith. 


with a ſmall cord that blood came forth : Then turning his armes be- 
- _Uu 2 hind | 
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| | hind his back, they hoiſted him up with a rope put between his thumbs, 
| |twitching him upand letting him down five or {1x times; they tied alfo | 
| | great ſtones to both his great toes, and let him hang till his ſpirits faj- | 
; Popiſh crue'ty | led : then they let him fall with ſuch violence upon his face, that he was 
| | grievouſly hurt thereby, Then was he thrown into priſon, and they | 
would not ſuffer him to have a Chirurgion to cure him ot the gaſhes 
which the cords had made in his fleſh even to the bare bones : ſo that 
his torment and anguiſh was very great, neither could he lift his hands 
to his mouth, which he was likely to loſe the uſe of, But it ſo tell out 
by Gods Providence , that after he was condemned , news coming of 
A ſpecial Pro- | the Duke of Guiſe his death , his enemies began to tremble , and {ome 
vidence. of his Judges _— to him in priſon, asked him if he did not bear them 
ill will 2 Heanſwered, that men of his Proteſſion and Religion ought nor 
to bear malice to any, being enjoyned by God to love and pray tor thoſe 
chat perſecuted them ; Shewing alſo that whatſoever troubles had. be- 
fallen him , werenone other but ſuch as God had fore-ordained for the | 
ſetting forth of his own glory , for which he eſteemed himſelf moſt hap- 
py ; yet he warned them to lay to heart the wrong that they had done 
him, leſt the vengeance of God did ſooner or later overtake them for it. 
The next day Buſſ;,one of his perſecutors, having received letters from 
the Conſtable of Fraxce to releaſe him,ſwore that he ſhould be delivered 
indeed, but into the hands of the multitude, 
A ſpecial Pro- | But it pleaſed God that juſt at that time there came by the Prince of 
{ vidence. | Portion with his Germane Souldjers., which were for the Proteſtants , 
who ſent word that they would not leave ſo much as a houſe ſtanding 
except they would deliver Fournier ; This-* ſo aftrighted his enemies 
that they releaſed him out of priſon,protefted him from the violence of 
the multitude,and conveyed him in ſafety to the Prince ; There he was 
kindly welcomed and entertained, all grieving for the miſcries which he 
had endured, and two dayes after he preached before the Prince and his 
followers,and the day after , at the inſtant requeſt of the Proteſtants of 
Fitrizhe went to them to preach and baptize their children , and ſhortly 
after was called to Yer,where he gathered aCongregation,and ſpent ſome 
| time amongſt them with wonderful fruit ; but by reaſon he was ſo ex- 
treamly weakned by his ſtrait impriſonment and tortures, being above 
Hisdeath. | fifty years old, he ſoon after finiſhed his courſe, and quietly refigned up 
his ſoulunto God, | 
At Amiens At Amiens , all Bibles, New Teſtaments , and Pſalm-books were 
Bibles burtte | {ought for and openly burat ,, as alſo the Miniſters Pulpit: Then did 
the Guiſians proceed to killing of the Chriſtians , and caſt-| 
ns them into the River, ſome they ſhot ro death , and others they 
anged, 
Ar Abbevilly. Art Abbevilli they flew the Lord of Hanucourt, with divers others; one 
; Beliart they dragged along the ſtreets with his face downwards,and then 
drowned him in the river, 
At Meaus, At Meaxx the Proteſtants were the ſtronger Party,and therefore conti- 
nued the free exerciſe of their Religion tor a whilezburt the Parliament of] ' 


| Paris, 
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| led away priſoners, 
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Paris gave judgment againſt them, and expoſed them tothe ſpoil of fuch | 

as would undertake it; Then a company ot Sonldiers entring the Town, | 
difarmed the Citizens, and flew abour foure hundred of the Religion 

Then Monnſicur de Boiſy entring with more Souldiers commirred a',, . 
thouſand villanies : women and maids were raviſhed 'in_ the open mar- | $1lanies. 
ket-place and ſtreers ; ſome were beatenand hailed to Maſle ; children | 

were re-baptized : others married again; houſes were pillaged- and | 
plundred: Some that fled inte the field died with hunger and cold, Ma- 
ny men,women and children, were maſſacred and drowned, infants were 
dathed againſt the walls; and ſome others were hanged, The Executio- ! 


ners running into divers places, committeda world of miſchict; and: d1- | 


| vers Prieſts amongſt them flew ſome of the Proteſtants with their: own 


hands, | 

Art Troys , Bibles and Divinity-books were rent and torn in pie- 
ces; They oftheReligion were murthered , and their houſes {acked ; 
; Eighteen men were hanged ; women were dragged through the ſtreets, 
and caſt jnto the river; and Infants were pulled from their Mothers 
breaſts, and re-baptized, 


| bunt. 


Er nts erat ent nn ns ne 


{ Art Bar the Popiſh enemies entring the Town, committed ſuch crmu- | ac Bur. 


eltiesas never were ſeen, eſpecially againſt womenand little children , 
Some of their breaſts they cut open, pulled out their hearts and gnawed 
them with their teeth ,. rejoycing that they had taſted of an Huguepots 
heart 3 A young Counſelor they hanged at the requeſt of Þis own ta- 
ther ; with moſt horrible blaſphemijes they raviſhed women and 
girls, | | | 
Mounſienr de $*, Eſteen with his two brothers were cruelly ſtabbed by 
their own Couſin- germane, their wives wereſpoiled of all they had, .and 


Popigh Crucity 


The Peſants in ſome places committed infinine murthers and mifchiefs 
againſt thoſe of the Religion; Monſieur de Vieney with his wife and ſer- 
vants they maſſacred in his own houſe , which afterward they pillaged 
and ſpoiled. | 

In Crazt, the Peſants entring the Town, murthered many; one young | a; crap: 
child together with his father they burnt, | Re | 

In Sexs one hundred Proteſtants were cruelly murthered, and their na- 
ked bodies thrown into theRiver; one hundred houſes were plundered, | 
the Church where they preached was defaced, = 

At Auxerre one Cofſon was barbarouſly maſſacred ; a faire young | ar 1,,ur. 
Gentlewoman was ſtabbed and caſt into the River ; many other outrages | 
and robberies were committed? | | 

At Nevers the Miniſters were caſt into priſon , whereof one periſhed 
miſerably there ; Another miraculouſly etcaped ; Children were re-bap- 
tized, marriages reiterated,and many houſes plundred. it; 

The Popith party entring Chaſtillon, left no kind of cruelty un-exer- | jr /p,pitton. 
ciſed,, neither upon Women nor Children, old nor young); . yea 
not ſparing the women with childe that were ready to bedeli- 


Ar 


At Sens, 


sAr Nevers. 


' At Tro5s Bibles 
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A: Gujen, 


| At Montargis, 


A brave an- 
{wer of the 
{ Lady Rene, 


j Ar Monlrus. 
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At Gnyen they uſed all the cruelty that poſhbly could be invented:and 
ſome 1talians, in hatred of the Religion, cur an infant jh two pieces, and 
eat his liver, | 

. At Montareis, there lived the Lady Rexe , Dutcheſſe Dowager of 
Ferrara, and daughter to King Lewis the twelfth; The Duke ot Guiſe 
ſent thither one Malicorn a Knight of the Order, who entring the Town, 
murthered ſome of the Religion, and committed other outrages ; Then 
he proceeded ſo far as to threaten the Lady to batter her Caſtle with 
Cancn-ſhot, if ſhe would not deliver up thoſe of the Religion which 
werewith her, To whom the Princeſle bravely anſwered , 1 charge you, 
look what you enterprize ; for no man in the Realm can command me but the 
King only : and if you proceed to your battery, I will ſtand in the breach, to try 
whether you dare kill the daughter of a King ; neither do 7 want means or pow- 
ertobe revenged on your boldneſſe , even tothe infants of your rebellious race- 
This ſtour anſwer made Malicorne to pull in his hornes 'and. de- 


part, 


others out.,and plundred their houſes, and murthered many, 


At Mans. 


Alt Angers. 


Bibles burnt. ; 


Horrible blaſ- 
phemies. 


| | viſhed : Two young maids were raviſhed before their Fathers face, who 


children, the bouſes of the Proteſtants were pillaged; ſuch as were fled, 
wer executed by their pictures, their goods confiſcated , and their 


bes p made uncapable of their offices and eſtates, yea of inheriting | 


their Lands, Some they beheaded ; Others they hung up; Others they 
maſſacred, and being half dead, threw them into the River : Above 


into his fiſhpond to feed his Pikes, and above as many more were thrown 
into Ditches. | 

One godly man, a Weaver, had his throat cut; and his moutaſtut- 
_ with leaves of a New Teſtament which they found bouth 

im, 

At Angers they murthered a godly Miniſter, caſt many into priſon, 
robbed the houſes of others , and flew ſuch as they tound therein: 
In a Merchants houſe, finding many books of the holy Scriptures , they 
openly burnt them in the middle of the Town One fair guilt Bible they 
hung upon an Halberd, and carried it in Proceſſion, ſaying, Behold truth 
hanged, the truth of the Huguenots, the truth of all the Divels, Behold the 
mighty God, behold the everlaſting God will ſpeak; and when they came 
to the Bridge, they threw it into the River, crying louder, Behold the 
trath of all the Divels drowned, 

Above eighty other perſons were executed, An aged Gentlewoman 
ofthe age of ſeventy years was beaten to death with their piſtols, then 
drawn through the dirty ſtreers, and thrown into the River, rerming her 
the mother of the Divel that preached ro the Huguoners, A Counſel- 
lors wife that lay bed-rid was murthered ; women and maids were ra- 


Was 


At Monlizs, Monſieur de Montare uſed all extremity againſt the Prote- | 
ſtants; *nd without any form of Law he hanged up two Artificers, drave | 


' At Mans two hundred perſons were put ro death, men, women, and 


one hundred and twenty men, women, and children were murthered } 
jn the —_——— Villages, One Captain threw above fifty perſons | 
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was forced to look on the while: All that were but ſuſpe&ed to be of | 
the Religion, were maſſacred, and their houſes pillaged, A valiant | Popithperfdi- 
Captain, contrary to their faith given to him, they broke upon a Croſſe, | wetie- 
and fo they left him hanging ingreat miſery: till he died, 
Anno 1562. a Decree was made by the Parliament of Paris , com- | 4 bloody E. 
manding all Catholicks preſently to riſe in Armes, to ſound the Bells in |dia. 
every place, to deſtroy all thoſe of the Religion without reſpec of 
quality, ſex, or age,to ſpoyle their Houſes, and utrerly to-root them our, 
This encouraged all forts of raſcalstoriſe up in Armes, forſaking their 
Vocatiens,and to march againſt the Proteſtants. | 
| In LZigneul they hanged up ſome, put out the Miniſters eyes, and then 7n Ligue. 
burnt him ina ſmall fire: In other places they committed infinite villanies; ; 
| One young man they flayed alive; The Village of Aze they burnt down, | | 
and maſſacred thirty perſons therein, A. godly Miniſter was drowned ' N 
called Fohy de Tourat ſeventy five years old, [In] 
At Tours, one hundred and forty were murdered and caſt into theRi- | « roy. 
ver; divers others were drowned, ſparing neither man, woman , nor . | 
child. The Prefident being ſuſpected to favour them of the Religion, ; 
was beaten with ſtaves, ſtript to his ſhirt, kanged up by one foot, his Bubarous cru- 
head in the water up tothe breaſt, and whilſt he was yet living, they ©" | 
ript up his belly, pluck'r out his guts, and threw them into the Rivers and 
ſticking his heart uponthe point of a Lance,they carried itabour, ſaying, 
It was the heart of the Preſident of the Huguenots, | 
Shortly after came thither the Duke de Monpenſier, who cauſed gib- | 
bets, wheels and ſtakes to be ſetup, whereupon many more, eſpecially of | 
the richer ſort, were murthered to the number of ſome hundreds: when 
they put any man or woman to death, they entred their houſes, murthe- 
red their children, and took all their goods, 
A poor woman, whoſe husband was a little before drowned, having 
a young infant ſucking at her breaſts, and a beautiful daughter of abour 
ſixteen years old in her hand ; Theſe bloody villains drew them to the 
River: there the woman on her knees prayed ardently unto God: 
then took her infant, and ſhifring ir inthe Sun, laid it upon the graſle : | 
In the mean while this helliſh Rabble endeavoured, partly by threats , | 
partly by fair promiſes to ſeduce the young maid; and one of them finer 
then the reſt, promiſed ro marry her if ſhe would do it, fo that the poor 
wench ſtood in a diſway, which her mother perceiving, who was | 
now ready to be thrown into the River , ſhe earneſtly exhorted her | 
' daughter to perliſt in the truth ; the daughter hereupon cryed out , Iwill 
live and die with my Mother, whom I know to be a vertuous woman : as for 
your threats and promiſes I regard them not, dowith me what you pleaſe, The 
mother was aot yet dead when they threw in the daughter after her, 
where making towards her mother, they mutually embraced each other, 
and ſo yielded up their ſouls intothe hands of God. 
Alfoin the ſame City there was a godly Matron called Glee, who was 
carried before the Captain , where ſhe gave a reaſon of her Faith 
and confirmed it by evident teſtimonies of Scripture : She diſpuited alſo 


with 


Popiſh ſubcilty 


The Mother 
and her daugh.- 
ter drowned. 
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| _ | with ſome Friars, whom ſhg fo ſilenced that they had nothing to ſay 
Firciezc:it#. | but that ſhe was in a damnable condition, Tr ſeems fo indeed, faith ths 
| 2 being in your hands; But 7 have 4 God that will not faile nor forſake me,gpc, 
Then was ſhe committed to priſon , where ſhe was much {ollicited to 
recant, but all invain; for ſhe ſpake her mind freely, and comforted 
the priſoners which were in the fame Priſon for Rehgion. News be- 
ing brought her that ſhe was coridemned to be hanged , when the 
Toy in tri1 | rope was put about her neck , ſhe kneeled down, praiſing and magni- 
AciON. fying the name of God, in that he ſhewed her ſuch mercy as by this 
death to deliver her out of the troubles of this wretched world, as alſo 
for that it pleaſed the Lotd to honor her fo far as to die for his truth, 
and to Ck 
the reſt of the company, and giving thanks to God, ſhe exkorted them 
| | tobe of goodcourage, and totruſt to the end in his free mercy, &c. 
penmatien te | As ſhe went to execution, a Kinſwoman met her with her lircſe chil- 
| dren,perſwading herto recant,telling her that thereby ſhe might preſerve 
her lite,and ſee thoſe her Babes provided for ; This meeting wrought ſo 
upon her motherly affection,as made her ſhed plenty of rears ; bur pre- 
| ſently raking new courage, ſhe ſaid, T love my children dearly , yet neither 
Faith. | for love to them, nor for any thing elſe in the world will I renounce my God or 
his truth. God will he a Father to theſe my children , and will provide better 
| for them then Fconld have done, and therefore to his providence and protection 
' 1 commend and leavethem, At the place of execution having prayed to, 


Her Mattyr- | and praiſed God with a chearful heart and voice, ſhe quietly reſigned up 


dome, * 
RO her ſpirit unto God, 


Ponteon de 27er, * The Duke de Aumale in Normandy, took Pontea de Mer by {ubtilty , 
| where he uſed all kinds of cruelty, eſpecially againſt the Miniſter , Ma- 
|  ſter Brione; Shortly after, Roaz was befteged,and two Forts taken,where- 
Impuderce. |; jn they put all to the ſ\word,the Queen-mother in an impudent manner 
leading the King, who was but twelve years old, to ſhew him the na- 
| ked bodies of the women weltring in their own blood; After divers aſ- 
ſaults the City of Roax was taken,wherein the Kings ſouldiers uſed all 
kinds of monſtrons cruelty, maſſacring all they mer : many Engliſh and 
Scots ſouldiers were hanged ; the ſick and wounded were caſt into the ri- 
ver : Divers Miniſters were retreated into a ſtrong Tower, which they 
Matos | Yieldedupon promiſe of {atety,bur contrary therereto they were caſt into 
hanged. a7 ml Auguſtine Marlorat with three Counſellors were condemned to 
| be hanged, which was preſently executed, with many opprobrjous ſpeech- 
| eSagainſt Marlorat ; The ſackage of this Town laſted toure moneths to- 
gether; in which ſpace divers were executed, 
In Yalouenes divers perſons of good quality were maſſacred , and the 
Ar Palorgner, | 1 "fe of the Proteſtants were filled with ſouldiers that did whar they 
| liſted therein, Amongſt other outrages they ſlew a godly Miniſter, called 
Monſieur Ve-. | Monſieur de Valougnes, whoſe body.they ſtripped naked, dragd it up and 
longnes. ' down his houſe with many ſcorns and jears , at laſt bringing it into the 
'Popiſhpro- | chamber where he uſed to preach to his people, they ſpurned his corpſe, 


. 
| ire kg ſaying, Now pray to God, and preach if thou canſt ; The Peſts that were 
""=5A | preſent 
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is livery, meaning the halter ; Then ſhe brake her faſt with | 
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preſent ſtuffed his mouth and wounds with the leaves of his Bible , fay- 
ing tohim, Preach the trnth of thy God, and call upon him now to help 
thee, x | x71 
In Yire as they came froma Sermon, ſome were lain, ſome ſtoned. 
and a whule after many were put to the ſword, _ 5; 

In,and about Ager, Monlnc killed and maſſacred many , two young 
children were roaſted. | | ; 258 hw; p42] 

In the Caſtle of Rezme, Monluc uſed great cruelty againſt thofe of the 
Religion, ſparing none, bur murthering young children in their mothers 
armes, and then killing the mothers : ſome other women they reſerved 
for their luſt, which they ſo abuſed, thar (ſaith mins Author) I abhorre 
co write it, Above five hundred men were hanged upon gibbets, amongſt 
whom was a grave Counſellor in his long gown and ſquarecap, One 
poor man they cut and mangled in ſeveral parts of his body, filling all his | 
wounds with ſalt, ” _t 

In the City of Blozs there was a godly woman called Nzchola, at 
whoſe houſe ſome holy people uſed to meet to pray, and confer together 
for their mutual edification and comfort, The murtherers hearing of 
It, came ruſhing in, thinking to have found a Miniſter preaching, but be- 
ing diſappointed in their expeCtations, they dragged theſe good women 
out by the haire of the head, loaded them with many ſtripes, and then 
threw them into the river; but behold a ſingular Providence ! God fo 
| endowed them with ſtrength and skill;that they ſwam ſafely to an Iſland: 
yetafter a while ſome watermen finding them there, they ſtript them | 
ſtark naked, and threw them again into the river , yet they ſtill ſought 
to ſave themſelves by ſwimming , and coming at laſt to the Suburbs of 
Vienne, they were there moſt cruelly knocked on the head by the bloody 
Papiſts, 

Monlac having defeated a party of the Proteſtants under Monſieur Du- 
745, he rook divers Priſoners, moſt of which he hanged, eſpecially the 
Miniſters, Amongſt the Priſoners was a Captain called Za-mothe, whom 
Monluc 'meeting with, gave him divers ſtabs with a dagger , and thruſt 
him through with a rapier, ſaying, Villain , thox. ſhalt die in deſpite of 
God, but he proved a lyar; for the man being carried away,though he had 


—— 


many mortal wounds, yet he was wonderfully cured and lived after, 

In Grillac, the murthers. committed upon the Proteſtants were many 
and horrible; and amongſt other this was one of their praftices; There | 
was by the City, the Abbey of St. Michael, built upon a very high rock, 
under which ran a {witt and deepriver called Tar, Many of the Prote- 
] ſtants they forced to go up to the top of this rock , whom they threw 
headlong down into the river ; by the way therewas another rock, up- 
on which moſt of the bodies falling , were daſhed and broken all to 
pieces, and if any eſcaped with life into the river, they had their cut- 
chroats waiting upon the river in boats to knock them on the head; A- 
moneſt others there was one Peter Dowo,an Apothecaries ſervant,who ſce- 
ing them bent to murther him, requeſted that he might haveleave to caſt 
himſelfdown trom the top of the Abbey, provided that if God ſhould 
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preſerve him in the fall, they would ſuffer him to eſcape with life ; this 
they promiſed; whereupon having made his Prayers to God, he fetched 
his leap from the top of the Abby, and flewſo far, that miſſing the rocks 
under fem » he felMafely into the river, and endeavoured to ſwim our 
with litez but theſe perfidjous Villains, contrary to their promiſe made, 
knocked him on the head and ſlew him, 

In Sonraize, there was one Captain Durre, who with his ſouldiers go- 


| afterwards throw her headlong from the higheſt ſteeple in the town, 
| FFell, ſaid ſhe, If you throw my body newer ſs low, that ſhall not hinder my ſoul 
| from aſcending into heaven: T his her courage and conſtancy did ſtil further 


ing into the houſe of a godly widow, called Caftille Rogues, he cauſed 
her to beboand with cords, and a rope to be put about her neck, by 
which he haled her up and down, almoſt ſtrangling her ; then he asked 
her how oft ſhe had played the whore with thoſe of her Religion © She 
anſwered, That in their Chriſtian meetings they had no ſuch willanies com- 
mitted, Durre fretting and fuming at this anſwer, took her by both the 
cheeks, and oft daſhed her head with ſuch violence againſt the wall, 
that he had almoſt beaten out her brains ; Then he required her to give 
him the ſeven hundred pieces of gold which ſhe had hidden; ſhe told | 
him that ſhe was a poor woman , and had onely one French penny ; 
This more enraged him ; whereupon he drew her again about by the 
neck , and applyed burning hot egges to her arm-pits, till they were 
all bliftred,bidding her in derifion to cry to her Father which was in hea- 
ven, Sheanſwered. 7 will not cry aloud for thee, and yet my God can hear. 
me well enough, and when his pleaſare s, he will deliver me ont of thy hand. 
This made him ſo to blaſpheme, that the poor woman was more afflicted 
to hear his blaſphemies than with all her pains. Then did he call her 
Huguenote whore, telling her that theſe were but the beginnings of her 
ſorrows , except ſhe fetched him out her gold, which if ſhe retuſed, he 
would draw her cheeks and breaſts with Lard,and (o roaſt her quick, and 


enrage him; Then did he open her mouth with his dagger,and crammed 
lime down her throat; after which he made her drink a glafle of Urine 
Which himſelf had made before her, withal throwing the glaſſe with the 


remainer into her face, After this he carried her to his quarters, where 
with ſtrange cruelties he intended to have ſlain her: but ſome of the 
neighbours pitying her ſad condition, redeemed her from him with ten 
Crowns, and ſo conveyed her to her houſe, where ſhortly after ſhe finiſh- | 
ed her dayes, 

Some other of theſe hell-hounds meeting with one Peter Roch,con- 
Krained him to dig his own grave, and then to try how it fitted him ; 
which whilſt he was doing, they buried him alive, 

In Saint Martins in Caſtilloz.,they took the wite of one Andrew Renand, 
ſtripped her ſtark naked, and would have violated her chaſtity,which ſhe, 
reſiſting, they whipt her moſt cruelly, wonnded her with their ſwords, 
crowned her with thorns, and laſtly ſhot her to death, | 

They took alſo one 7aretta Calvin, whom they carried into the City 
of Briznole, ſtripped her, whipt her cruelly , crowned her with thorns, 
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and firſt ſtoned, and afterwards burned her, | 
In Mont de Mar(an, fix of the principal men had their heads ſtricken |. 3tone 2tar- 
off, otheres were executed divers wayes ; One was buried quick; and a |/*"- 
young woman being purſued to be raviſhed, threw her ſelf out of a winr 
dow and died. : | | 

In Tholoyſe the Papiſts fell upon the Proteſtants , hure many, killed | 11 75% 
ſome outright, divers _ threw into a Well; Then did ſome Counſel- | 
lors proclaim, that they ſhould not {pare to kill and ſpoil all them of 
the religion, for that they were licenced by the King and Pope. - This 
ſoon ran through all the Villages, and the Papiſts rang their bells; In 
Tholouſe were about thirty thouſand Proteſtants, ſo that there began _ 
one of the moſt horrible Maſſacres that was in thoſe parts. The priſons , Herbie cs: 
were preſently filled, and many were knocked on the head at the priſon- 
doors, becauſe they could hold no more; the river in aſhort ſpace 
was covered with dead bodies ; many were thrown into the ftreers our 
at the windows : if any ſought to eſcape out of the water, they were pre- | 
ſently ſlain with ſwords or ſtones, 841 

Some of the Proteſtants gat into the town-houſe, where they ftood 
upon their guard,and at laft it was agreed, that leaving their Arms, they 
ſhould depart in ſafety ; and fo after: they had received the Sacrament, 
commended themſelves to God with prayers and tears, they came forth; 
but contrary to the faith and promiſe made to. them, the Popiſh party |... v6. 
ſeiſed upon as many as they could, whom they caſt into priſon; of ſuch | aukb. 
as gat out of the City , ſome eſcaped to Mortauben, others in the way | 
were ſpoiled and killed by the Souldiers and Peſants. | 

Ar Carcaſſon thoſe of the Religion being gone ont of the Town to | (#40: 
hear a ſermon, when they returned, the gates were ſhut, and the Papiſts 
ſhot at them , wha afterwards iſſuing our againſt them, ſlew ſome, and | 
hurt others : One they beat down, cutting off his noſe and ears, and pul- | 
ling out his eyes : ſome they took prifoners, whom they hanged ; one | 
they beheaded, and pur others to great ranſomes. One they took, black- | 
ed his tace, hands and feet, and gave it out that he had a-Divel within | 
| him, then hanged him, and threw his body to the dogs 5 Others they 
baniſhed, or condemned to the Gallies, of 

In Limoux the Papiſts uſed all manner of cruelty, deflouring women | 4* Limox. 
and very girls in a moſt deteſtable manner ; The Miniſter was ſlain, 
two Gentlemen, and fixty others were hanged. A widdow of great ac-' | 
countredeemed the virginity of her only daughter with a oreat ſumme abominable 
of mony ; but the villain that promiſed to defend her , raviſhed her in 
her Mothers preſence, and then killed them both, Yea after peace 
= proclaimed, fourteen of the Religion coming thither were all 

ain. | i YO)! 

\. In Nonnay, Monſieur Chaumont having ſurpriſed the Fown, mutthered | Af Nonng. | 
many Proteſtants, ſpitting out infinite and horrible blaſphemies--againſt 4 
God himſelf : A Lockimith being commanded to deſpite and blaſ- | Blupaeny. 
pheme God, becauſe he refuſed to do it, was preſently hewen ir pieces; F: 
for the ſame cauſe another was brained with the butt end of a musket ; | Pabarowore 
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A Naylor, becauſe he would nor give himſelf to the Divel, was drawn 


about his ſhop by the ears ; then being laid on his Anvile, they bear his 
head in pieces with hammers; yea all manner of cruelty was uſed that 
could be devifed ; Three of the principal in the Town were thrown 
down from an high Tower; many other were thrown down ro make 
rt: Some wereburnt in their kowſ 
others ſtabbed in the ſtreets: women and maids were moſt ſhamefully 
| handled; a young woman that was found hid in an houſe with her huſ- 
band , was firſt raviſhed before her husbands face, then forced to 
hold a Rapier ; wherewith one chruſting her arme, made her kill her 
own husband, | 

In Fox, many Proteſtants were caſt into priſon, of whom ſome had 
their armes and legs cut off, and then were beheaded ; Some burnt , 
ſome hanged,and others ſent to the Gallies, 
; In Asrayge they killed the Proteſtants without diftin&ion of age, ſex, 
or quality : Some they ſtabbed , others they threw upon the points of 
Halberds ; Some they hanged, others they burnt in the Churches; Of 


ſpo es, others thrown out at windows : 


| 


| 


ſome they car off their privy members, ſparing neither old nor bedrid, 
nor the diſeaſed in the Hoſpitals, Women and raids were killed , 0- 
thers hanged out at windows were harquebuſhed, ſucking children maſ- 
ſacred at their mothers breaſts; girls of five or fix 
and ſpoiled; the wounds of the Jead were filled with leaves torne out 
of Bibles, Thoſein the Caſtle yielding upon oath and promiſe of ſafety, 
were allſtabbed , or thrown over the wals, being one hundred and 
ninety of them, 

In Grezoble, they flew many of the Religion, and others they caſt 
from the Bridge into the River, 

In Ciſterno, the men that were of the Religion being fled, the popiſh 
party fell upon the women and children , whereof they ſlew three or 
foure hundred : Some women with child were rip't up, many were bu- 
ried quick 3 Some had their throars cut like ſheep , others were drawn 
through the ſtreets, and beaten ro death with clubs, 

In Brawne, they were bereaved of the exerciſe of Religion, their 
' three Miniſters impriſoned 5 many were driven out of the Town to the 
number of eight hundred perſons with women and children: their houſes 
were filled: with ſouldiers who made ſpoile of all ; ſuch as were found in 


Þ 


their houſes, were vilely abuſed, and ſome were ſlain. 
In Maſcon the bloody Perſecutors having apprehended a godly and 


| learned Miniſter called Bozyet Bor who was of a very unblameable life 
| godly Miniſter | having ſetved twenty years in the Miniſtry, and in that time had been 


put to his ranſome three times; they carried him along the ſtreets with 


him up-and down, and rhen madea Proclamation, That w 


| hoſoever would 
hear this tpaly man preach, (hould come 10 the Cages at which place 


they again buffered and mocked him two hours together : Hereupon he 
requeſted them that before his death they would permit him to pray to 


half his noſe, and one of his 
ears | 


God : Then one ſtepping to him cut. © 


—  — — — 
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a thouſand ſcoffs and ſcorns, ſmiting him with their fiſts, thruſting | 


w old raviſhed | ' 
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ears, ſaying, Now pray 45 long as thou wilt ,, and then we will ſendthee to all | 
the Divels ; and ſo this holy man kneeling down, prayed with ſuch fer- 
vency of ſpirit that drew ſighs from fome of the Murtherers: and atter- | 
vvards directing his ſpeech to him that had cut off his noſe , he ſaid, | 
Friend, I am now re ady to ſuffer what thou haſt further to inflict upon me , 

But I intreat thee and thy companions to bethink you well of the outrages commit- | Courage ai 
ted by you againſt this poor City z, for there ts a God in heaven , before whoſe | <ovſtaucy. 
Tribunal you muſt fhortly give an account of theſe your cruelties, A Captain 
paſſing by, cryed, ſend that wretched man to the Divel; which one of 
chem hearing, took him by the hand,prerending to have him co the ri-,,, 
ver to waſh off his blood, but when he came thicker he threw him into it, | ame. * 
battering him with ſtones till he was drowned. 
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NNO 1571, After the end of the third Civil War in France,| 

great means was uſed to draw the chief of the Proteſtants to Pars, | Scethis more 
under pretence of a marriage between the Prince of Navar and the Lady + 2+" 
Margaret , fiſter to the King of France; but in the mean time the | jalattheend 
Papiſts in Roar murthered divers Proteſtants as they came from a Ser- | ofthis book. 
mon, and grievouſly beat others; this ſeemed much to diſpleaſe the 
| King, and three or four were executed for the mutiny ; then were the 
Articles of marriage agreed upon; The place for it,” Paris : and the 
Admiral ſent to by the Kingto be preſent arthe wedding, and to pre- 
ventall Jealoufies, thoſe of the houſe of Gaiſe were ſent away, where- | 
| at they ſeemed much 'diſcontented, The Admiral was allowed to 
bring with him fifty Gentlemen armed for his greater fecurity, When 
he came to Parz,he was honourably received and conductedrothe King, _ 
who calls him his Father, mooy that inall his life he had not ſeen| Divellihdifi-| 5 
any Gay more agreeable to his mind than that, whereia he affured him- | Tvlarion. 
ſelfto ſee the end of all troubles, and the beginning of firm peace and | | 
quietneſs in his Realm: the Queen-mother and the reſt of the great j F 


Courtiers received him with greater favour than he expeRed : -Then did 
the King ſend him one hundred thoufand Franks out of his treaſury for 
theloſſes which he had received in the wars,&c. 

The Admiral had divers advertiſements of the intended treachery ; 
yet God ſo blinded him at that time, though a very prudent man, char 
—_— little heed tothem, Yeaſucha general ſtupidity ſeized upon|. , . _ 
the Proteſtants, thar their minds were very wavering,and few there wete | uu of per- 
that ſhewed themſelves zealouſly bent to Religion z bur all both greart | ſccucion, 
and fmall,thinking deeply upon worldly matters, built chem goodly 
Caſtles in the aire, | 
| Then was the Queen of Navar ſent for by the King of France tO Pars, 

co 
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to prepare all things againſt the wedding - 'bat preſently afrer her co- 
ming ſhefell ſick ofa Feavor,made her will in a moſt Chriſtian manner, | 
had much inward joy and comfort, and at five dayes etid died, not with- 
out ſuſpition of poiſon from certain perfumes given to her: and after 
her death the Chirurgions were not ſuffered to open her head , where 
the miſchief lay,whereby it was the better concealed. | 

The Admiral was again advertiſed of his danger ; bur he reſting up- 
on the teſtimony ofa good conſcience, and the providence of God,mi(- 
interpreted thoſe advices, as if they proceeded from men defirous of 
new troubles, Many Lords and Gentlemen of the Religion, accompa- | 
nied the King of Navar, and the Prince of Conde to Pars, 

The King of Fravce, the better to delude the Proteſtants, ſpake open- 
ly, that he gave not his ſiſter to the King of Navar only, bur as it were 
to thewhole Church of the Proteſtants to joyn with them in an indiflo- 
luble union, and asa tie to their peace and ſafety. | 

Auguſt I7, Anno 1572, The King of Navarand the Lady Margaret 
were mattied by the Cardinal of Boyrborz, upon a ſcaftold in the Boks 
ofall thepeople, and that day was ſpent in banquers, dances, and masks, 
with a ſtrange mixture of Proteſtants and Papiſts rogether ; bur in the 
mean time the Queen mother with her Privadoes, as alſo the Duke of 
Anjouwith the Guiſes,conſulted about killing the Admiral, and dividing 
the Proteſtants, 

Five dayes after, as the Admiral came from the Court, accompanied 
with about fifteen Gentlemen , reading a petition as he went, one ſhor 


door of his lodging, upon which he immediately mounted and eſca- 
d : Thedoor being burſt open, it was found that the Caliver left be- 
nd, was brought to the houſe the day before by one Chally , ſteward 
of the Kings houſe, and a great dealer tor the Duke of Guiſe ; the Ad- 
miral being conveyed to his lodging, ſhewed moſt admirable piety, pa- 


at him with a Caliver ; the bullet taking away his right fore-finger, } 
hurt him in thelefc arm: he that ſhot had a Spaniſh Jenner at the back- | 


p= | 


| 


tience, and conſtancy. | 
| The = complained of the miſchief, {wearing and promifing to 
| execute ſuch juſtice upon the offendor , that che Admiral and all his 
friends ſhould thinke themſelves well ſatisfied. He canſed alſo all 
the gates of Parzs to be ſhut , ſwearing and blaſpheming, that he would 
not that they which had done the ta& ſhould eſcape ; he alſo appointed 
' many Lords and Gentlemen of the Proteſtants to lodge in the Ad- 
mirals quarter , the better , as he pretended, ro {ſecure themſelves a- 
gainſt any danger, | 


After noon the King went to viſit the Admiral, and there, with many 
Oaths and proteſtations,aſſured him of his love to him,care over him and 
them of the Religion,and that he would ſeverely puniſh the Authors of 
his preſent hurt. Preſently after the Yidame of Chartres[Fohn de Ferri- 
ers Jadviſed the King of Navar, the Prince of Conde, the Admiral, and 0- 
ther chief Lords of the religion , preſently to depart out of Pars, af- 


ſuring them thac that blow was but the beginning of the —_— 
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which was ſoon to enſue, but they truſting to the Kings word, reſted ſe- i E- 
cure, | gs B: 

That day alſo theKing wrote to the Ambaſſadors of forrein Princes,and | 
ro the Governours of all his Provinces how much he was offended at the 1. voi | 
Admirals hurt, how ſeverely he would puniſh it, yea he deſired that all |1ujou. 
che world might know how much he was offended at it ; and the Queen- 
mother wrote the like, | | | 

In the mean time the Dukes of Anjou and Guiſe employed ſome to go 


from houſe to houſe to rake the names of all the Proteſtants, and to re- | TheMaſlacre 
curn the Catalogue to them, ſo that preſently after they of the Religion | * __ 
began to diſcover that ſome bloody intentions were hatching againſt the 
| Admiral and his friend, For the King ſer a guard of fifty Harquebuſhires | 
at the Admirals gate, Great ſtore of Armes were carried into the Loure, | 
and about evening all the people were in Armes. 

The chief of the Proteſtants hereupon aſſembled again in the Admirals 
lodging, where the Yidame of Chartres adviſed as before, that they ſhould 
eſſay preſently to carry the Admiral out of Parz,and that the reſt ſhould 
| preſently diſlodge; yet all the reſt refuſed this counſel, reſolving to relie 
upon the Kings word, who had promiſed them Juſtice. 

\ Inthe evening ſome Proteſtant Gentlemen proffered to watch with ' 
the Admiral, but he would not ſuffer them : Ac night the Duke of Gaiſe | _ | 
ſent for the Caprain of the Switzers,ſhewing him his Commiſſion to kill | Z*© Rims | 
the Admiral andall his partakers, exhorting him and his mert to be cou- | ewedior it. | 
ragious in ſhedding of blood, At midnight the Provoſt, Sheriffs, and| | 
| Captains of every Ward had the ſame ſhewed them, with aſſurance that | 
through the whole Realm the like ſhould be done toall the Proteſtancs, 
and that the watchword for the general Maſſacre ſhould be the tolling 
of the Bell in the Palace to be rung at the break of day, and the Badge 
of the Executioners ſhould be a white Handkerchif ried on their armes, | 74... y4.quc. e 
and a white Croſſe in their hats : The Duke of Gaiſe and his Aﬀociates | begins. 1 
were to begin at the Admirals lodging : Some of the Proteſtants being 
awakened with the noiſe in the ſtreers of men running up and down in] 
atmes, and with torches, gat up to enquire what was the matter ; bur 
preſently the Bell rung, and the Duke ol Gxife with bis cutthroats haſt- 
ed to, and knocked at the Admirals gates: he that opened them was pre- 
ſently ſtabbed ; The Admiral hearing the noiſe, gat out of bed, and 
joyned with his Miniſter [Maſter Merlin] in fervent prayer, commend-| ,, - 
ing his ſoul into the hands of God; Then faid he, 7t 15 lows fore I drfÞo- | miraculous 
ſed my ſelf to dies ſave you your ſelves if it be poſsible, for you cannat ſave | clcape, tie 1 
my life, I commit my ſoul into the hands and mercy of God, Then did Merlin — brace 
his Miniſter, and thereſt get np to the top of the honſe, and crept out of 
windows into the gutters to hide themſelves; yer moſt of them wereflain 
inthe next houſe : Then ſeyen or eight men brake into the Admirals 
chamber,and one of them went to him with his naked ſword offering him 
the point,to whom he ſaid; Toung may, thou ovghteſt to reſpec? any age and 
infirmity, yet ſhalt thou not ſhorten my life; with that he thruſt hin into:the | 14,6 a qoura 
body, and all the reſt laid at him, {o that he fell to che ground, where [he | ain. 
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Ten thouſand 
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| Popiſb lies. 


cone mo 
— 


; The river dicd | 
'| redwith blood 
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& howlings of the murtherers,mixed with the cries and groans of the dy- 


; The Hiſtory of the Maſſacre at Paris : E: 


" ay galping: The Duke of Guiſebelow called to them to throw his body 


- 


out at window, which they did : his tace being all bloody, the Duke of | 
——_ it, and looking on it, {aid, Now 1»know him; it is he , and ſo 
kic > 75 on the face. with his foot, whom all the murtherers in France 
feared fo much when he was alive. | 32 

Then went he outinto the ſtreets, crying, Courage miy fellows, we hawe 
here made a good beginning, let us now fall upon the reſt, the King commands 
its iris his expreſie pleaſure, he commands it. The Admirals head was ſent 
to the King and queen-mother,and by them ſent to.the Pope and Cardi- | 
nal of Lorrain asa grateful prefent, The Pope when he heard the newes, 
ſer apart a day ofpublick thankſgiving to God,in the Church of St.Lew- 
&,and publiſhed a Bull of extraordinary Indulgences to ſuch as ſhould: 
pray for the heavenly affiſtance to the King and Kingdome of France. 
Strada. The common people cut off the Admirals hands and privy mem- 
bers, drawing'his body about the ſtreets three days, and chen hung it by 
the feer upon the Gallows, 

All the Attendants of the King of Navar and Prince of Conde which 
Jay in the Kings Palace weremaſlacred; the like was done tothe Lords 
and Gentlemen that .lay about the Admirals lodging, and then through 
all the Ciry were the Proteſtants murthered, ſo that that night and: the 
two'next days there were lain in Paris about ten thouſend perſons'of all 
ranks, ages, and ſexes, yea they ſpared not childrenin the Cradle,nor.in- 
fants1n their mothers wombs; Bur to colour this their villany,they gave 
it our, that the Huguenots had conſpired to kill the King; They boaſted 
alſo that they had in one day done that, which Proceſles,ſentences of Ju- 
ſtice, and open Warre could not do in twelve years. 

The Lords and Gentlemen were moſt :inhumanely mu: thered, ſome 
in their beds, others on the roofs of their houſes, and in all other places 
whereſoever they were tound, | 

There were at this time in Pars abont fixty thonſand men with pi- 
ſtols, pikes,curtelaces,poinards, knives,and ſuch other bloody inſtruments, 
that ranup and down ſwearing and blaſpheming the ſacred Majeſty of 
God, cruelly maſſacring all that they mer with : The ftreets were covet- 
ed with mangled bodies, gates and doors defiled with blood z Shoutings 


by 


| 


| | 
Prince of Con- 
de*s eal, and 
COUrage. 


piſtols, all which made an helliſh noiſe ; multitudes of dead bodies were 


x the breaking open of doors and windows, with the noiſe of gunsand 


thrown into the Seine, which was died red with their blood, 

- The King certified the King of Navar and the Prince of Conde of all 
that was done, ſaying, that he ſaved their lives upon condition that they 
ſhould renounce their Religion, and turn Papiſts, The King of Nawar 
defired him not co force his conſcience, bur to remember the Alliance 
folately contraed bertwixt them ; The Prince of Conde with more zeal 
told him, thathis body and eſtate were in his power todo with them 
what he'pleaſed ; but for his Religion he was fully purpoſed not to 
forſake it, but to remain conſtant therein to the loſle of his life; he put 
the King in minde alſo that he had given his faith ro him, and to-thoſe 
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of the Religion, and therefore he hoped he.would nor falfifie his'oath: | 
&c. This ſo enraged the King that heccalled him rebel;and the'ſonfieof 
a rebellious perſon, with horrible C_ that he ſhould loſe his head 
it within three days he altered not his mind. a | HE 
The King and his Confidents perceiving that this Maſſacre would | 
not quench the fire, but rather ſtirre up the Proteſtants in other parts of 
' | the Kingdome to detend themſelves ; they preſently diſparched away 
letters to the Governours of Towns, with expreſſe.commands to ma{- | 
ſcacre all the Proteſtants: yet at the ſame time the King wrote other 
letters , wherein he laid the fault of the murther of the Admiralup- 
on the Duke of Gviſe - pretending that he had quiered all things in Pa- 
15 , and intended that 
lably. , | 7 | 
Upon the receipt of the firſt letters, the Papiſtsfellupon the Prote- 
ſtants at Mcaux, Tross, Orleance, and other places, and! murthered' them 
without all pity, beſides ſuch as were maſſacred in Villages and Fields, 
where they thought to ſave themſelves,ſo that ina few weeks there were 
above thirty thouſand perſons maſſacred in Frarce. 'Butbelides'this ge- / 5H 
neral account, ſome particulars deſerve: remembrance, which ate theſe  inx>-7 wet 
that follow. - £12» facredin-thice 
Monſieur de Ia Place , Preſident of the Court of Requeſts, hada Cap- Touals |} 
tain armed that came into his houſe, telling him that the Duke of Guzſe, - | 
had ſlain the Admiral at the Kings appointment, with tnany other: Hy- | 
guenots, 'and that he was come to prote& him in tharcommon deftru- 
ion, only he defired a ſight of the Gold and Silver that was in” his 
houſe : The L, de la Place amazed at his audaciouſnefle; asked him whe- 
ther he thought thaw there was a King/'or no © The Captain” blaſphe- 
ming, willed him to go with him to know the Kings'pleaſure; Hereup- 
on the Lord went from him to ſecure himſelf; Then did the Captain 
rifle his houſe, raking above one thouſand Crowns : The' Lord 
would have ſecured himſelf in three ſeveral houſes; all which refuſed: 
tocntertain him, which cauſed him to go back to his own houſe again, 
| where he found his wife very heavy , whom he rebuked, diſconr{ed' to 
her of the promiſes , told her that we mnſt through: many go en- 
ter into the Kinzdome of God, &c, which much comforted her : Then 
calling his family together, he made anexhortation to them', went to 
prayer, and began to read a chapter in Fob with Calvins Expoſition up- 
on it, Thenwent he to Prayer again, reſolving to ſuffer all rorments or 
death, rather than to do any thing that might be diſhonorable co God | 
Then camethe Provoſt-Marſhal with many Archers: to his houſe ,) pre- 
tending to ſecure him, and ſafely to convey him to the King,who would 
ſpeak with him De la Place told him that he was moſt willing todo it, 
' bur ſaw it impoſſible{in regard of the horrible maſſacres'committed eye- 
, ry where) without apparent danger. of his: lite ; In brief, preſently after 
| came the Proyoſt of Merchants, who would needs alfo have him to'the-|_ 
King, yet he would have excuſed it as before , but the Provoſt would” 
havenonay , wherefore reſolving upon death', which he ſawhe could'! 
Yy not. 


Divellich Cifli- 
; - - Þ . ©, | mulation. 
is Edicts of pacification . ſhould hold invio- | 
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'notavoid., he embraced bjs wife, wiſhing her above all things, to con- 
tinuein'the fear of God, and ſo. went on his way boldly; bur in the ſtreer 
ſome -murtherers that attended there for his coming, with cheir daggers | 
| ſtabbed him , and then Fg him, carrying his body into a ſtable, | 
The Lord de] and covering his face over with dung, and the next day they threw him | 


thered. into the river. 
Peter Ramms alſo, the Kings Profeſſor in Logick was not forgotten; 
| | PaterRanus | the murtherers breaking into the Colledge of Prieſts where he was, ma(- 
— funivied, | credbim, thencaſt him outof the chamber-windowſo that his bowels 
EA iflued out on the: ſtones : then was his body trailed through the ftreets 
and whipt by certain young Scholars, who were ſer on by their Popiſh 
| Tutorstodoir.. . i | | 
| A godly young man going early abroad on the Sabbath morning,and 
- hearin of the deathiof the Admiral, and {eeing the inſurretion, ont of 
alin (hild-like: affeRion ro his mother, he haſted home, informed | 
A dutifil ang | her ofthe danger fecured herina place of great ſecrefie; after which he | 
loving ſon. | ſhue himſelf up im his ſtudy,by Prayer rofir himſelf for death, into which 
che murtherers breaking with battleaxesand'{taves, fo loaded him with 
{| blowson the head. that he received his blood' into his own hands; and | 
-. | when they had killed him, they threw him into the river. 
| boos —_ ... Two Miniſters belonging tothe King of Navar were alſo murthered, | 
| and thrown intothe river : God miraculouſly preſerving all the other 
Mmiſters in the City. | 
' 4 A Jeweller being in bed with his wife, whoat that time had the mid- 
| wifewith her, being near the time of her delivery, theſe bloody Villains j 
came Gckionerihe door, and in the Kings name demanded entrance; 
the woman 2sill as the was, opened the door, wheretipon ruſhing in, they | 
\ ſtabbed her hasband im his bed; the Midwife ſeeing that they were bent 
to murther the womanalfo, earneſtly entreated them to tarry at leaſt {o | 
= 4 Tong'rill the infant (which would be the twentieth child that God had | 
{| Hellihcru- || given her) was bornz bur notwithſtanding her requeſt, they took the | 
ety. woman, and thruſt a dagger into her fundament up to the hilts; the wo- | 
| | man finding her ſelf mortally wounded, yet deftrous to bring forth her 
| fruit, fled into a corn-loft, whither theſe tygers perfuing her, gave her 
another ſtob into the belly. and ſo caſt her out of the window into the 
; ſreet;and upon the fall, the childe came forth of her body, the head} 
formpſt, $2 ing and yauning ina pititul manner, | 
Qne:0 theſe maurtherers ſnatching up alictle childe jr his armes, the 
murthered, - | Poor babe beganto play with his beard, and toſmile upon him ; but in- 
' | ſtead of being moved to compaſſion, this villain, whoſe heart was hard- 
er than the rocks, woundedit with his dagger, and caſt it all gore blood 
intothe river. | | 
VP .- TheKingsletcers being come to Meaux upon the ſame Sabbath, to 
"Max. | Coffet the Kings Artutny there,upon-the fight of them, he preſently went 
about. to his cutthroats, warning them to come to him armed ar {even a 
clock at night, withal cauſing the gates of the City to be fhut up; The 
honr being come; be with his Parrizans went ap and down, cruelly 
C12 mur- | 
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'execute ſuch as were legally condemned, and ſo went his way: Then: was 


The Hiſmay of the Maſane a Pars. 
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murthering the innocent ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, in which bloody em- | 


loyment they ſpent all that night ; The next day they pillaged their 
Fouſes, and took above two hundred Proteſtants more,and ſhut rhem up 


in priſon: the next day towards evening.Coſſet with his companions went |Two bundred 
to the priſon, where having a Catalogue of the priſoners names, hrs [Proteſtants | 


called them out one by one, and then they' murthered them till they | 
were aweary : Then they went to ſupper, that ſo they might breath and | 
refreſh themſelves; and then filling themſelves with wine , they went | 
back to glut themſelyes with blood alſo; They took with them butchers | 
axes that they might diſpatch them the more eafily, with which as they | 
called them forth, they knocked them down and murthered them ; A- 
mongſt thoſe that were thus butchered, was an Elder of the Refornied | 
Church, who praying for his enemies,they laughed him toſcorn;and be- | 
cauſe he had a Buffe-coat on, which they were loth to ſpoil, they opened 
it before, and ſtabbed him into che breaſt. 

Another was an ancient man, that had been ſheriffe of the City; him 
they were not content to kill out-right, bur firſt cut off his noſe,ears,and 
privy members, then they gave him ſeveral ſmall thruſts into the body, 
tofling him up and down, till through loſle of blood he fell down, calling 
upon the name of the Lord,and ſo with many wounds he was lain. 

The Kings letters being come to Troys, the Proteſtants were all ſhut 
up in priſon; Then did the Bailifte ſend for the common Hangman to 
murther them ; but he refuſed , ſaying, That hw office was. only to 


the Keeper of the priſon ſent for , who being ſick, he ſent one Martin to 
know whac the buſineſſe was , to whom the Bailiffe imparted the mar- | 
ter, Wiſhing him to murther all the Priſoners; and that- their blood 

might not run out into theſtreet , he bade him to makea great trench in'! 
the midſt of the priſon, and to cauſe certain veſſels to beſet into it to-re-| 
ceive the blood ; This Martin going back with abhorrency of the fa, 
concealed it from the Jailor : The next day the Bailiffe came to theprt- 
{on, and (nuling, asked the Jailor if it was done? bur he, being ignorant 
of his meaning, asked him what ſhould be done? Hereupon the Bailiffe' 
was ſo enraged, that he was ready to ſtrike him with his dagger, till he 
promiſed to perform his Will ; Then did the Jailor go to the Prifoners 
who were inthe Court recreating themſelves, and ſhut them up one by 
one- in their ſeyeral Cels, which made 'them ſuſpe& that they were 
deſtinated toflaughter, and therefore they betook themſelves to pray- 

er; The Jailor called his companions'about him, acquainted them what 
was given him in charge, and cauſed them to ſwear to execure it ; but 
when they approached to the priſoners, they were ſo ſurprized with 


— 
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feare , that they ſtood gazing one upon another, having not hearts to a& | cence, 


ſo horrid a deed ; whereupon they returned to the Jatlors Lodge, and | 
ſent for eight quarts of the ſtrongeſt wine, with other things, to intoxi- | 
cate their brains ; then they took a Catalogue of all their priſoners, and ' 
gave it to one Martiy' to call them forth in order: The firſt priſoner 
being called for ,” preſented himſelf with a cheerful countenance, cal- 
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ling upon the name of the Lord, then opened his breaſt to them, recei-. 
ving the m 


ortal ſtroke, whereot he died, 
- Another being called forth, one of them thruſt at him ſeveral times 
with the point of his Halbard, CA not killing him, whereup- 
on the priſoger took the point of the Halbard,and ſer it ag:inſt his heare, 
ſaying with a ſtedfaſt voice, Here:ſau ldier, here, right at the heart,-right at 


the heart, and ſo finiſhed his life, | 
| Thereſt were all murthered in the like manner, after which the mur- 
therers made a great pit in the back-ſide of the priſon, into which they 
caſt the bodies one upon another, ſome of them yet breathing : yea one 
of them raiſed up himſelf above his tellows, whereupon they threw in 
earth and fo ſmothered him:But the Bailiffs order of making a trench be- 
ing not obſerved, the blood of the flain ran ſo abundantly out of the pri- 
ſon door, that thence, through the channel, it ran into the river, and 
turned it intothe colour of blood, which bred an horror in the very Pa- 
piſts themſelves which ſaw it. 

At 0rleance the Kings 
lemnly publiſhed, which made thoſe of the Religion very ſecure,where- 
| you above three hundred of them, men, women and chuldren met toge- 
ther at a Sermon;but the ſame night came the Kings letters for the maſ- 
ſacring of them all; Then did the Major and Sheriffs raiſe the companies 
in Armes to put it inexecution, One of theſe murtherers with ſome of 
his companions went toa Noble Counſellors houſe, bidding themſelyes 
to ſupper ; The Counſellor ignorant of their intents, made them good 
cheere;but when ſupper was ended,with horrible blaſphemies chey mur- 
thered him, and then plundred his houſe. : 

Abour the Ramparts of the wall inhabiced many of the Religion, a- 
mongi whom all night was heard nothing but ſhooting of guns and 
py WB. breaking open of doors, fearful our-cries of the men, women 
an 
Carts that carried the dead bodies away, and the cryings out of the mur- 


take the ſpoile, 
This Maſſacre continued all the week long, the bloody beaſts crying 


come of all your Prayers and Pſalms now? Let your God whom you call d upon, 
ſaveyou if he can, Others fang in ſcornto rhem the 43. Pſalm, Fudge 
and revenge my cauſe 0 Lord, Others, Hawe mercy on me, O God, &rc. Yet 
notwithſtanding all theſe taunts, the faichfal died couragiouſly, In this 
Maſſacre the Papiſts boaſted that they bad flain above twelve thouſand 
men, befides women and children; ſome of them ſaid eighteen thouſand. 

On Tueſday night ſome of theſe murtherers came and knocked ar 
the door of a DoRor of the Civil Law, and when he opened it tothem, 
they.rold him that he muſt die, whereupon he fell co Prayer with ſuch 


me , only robbed him and went away ; The nexrday came ſome 


FROMLS 


r 
ko to his houſe defiring to ſee bis Library, which he ſhewed 
: | them; 


”O—— 


Edidt for obſerving the Treaty of Peace was ſo- | 


therers that went up and down, howling out, if, kill them all, and they | 


ardency and affetion, that they being -amazed and over-ruled by a di-| 


ren that were maſlacred , trampling of horſes, rumbliag of | 


out to thoſe whom they murthered, where is now your God ? What is be- | 
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them , yet they told him they were not fatisfied , bur they muſt kill 
him ; whereupon betaking himſelf toprayer; when he had done, he de- 
fired them to kill him there, which they reftiſed , forcing hjm our into 
the ſtreers, leading him by the ſchools, and there he againdeſired them 
to kill himin char place, where he had taught fo long z but they ſtill re- 
ined - « w when they had led hima little farther; they knockt him on 
cnencead, Þ 

-Others meeting with an Apothecary who had brought Phyſick ro-a 
Patient,cut off _ of his ——_ » and hen had hiavforvingo tro 
place, where they murthered him. : | " SS8E; 

A Cook that had hid himſelf three dayes, was at laſt through hunger 
forced to come forth, and ſo was ſlain. 

And to fulfil the meaſure of their cruelty, ſuch Proteſtants as through 
fear revolted to them,they placed them in the fore-front of their c 
nies,putting weapons in their hands,compelling them to givethe firſt on- 
ſer, crying, Smite them, [mite thens, are they not your holy brethren and {- 
| fters ? and if any refuſed, they preſently flew him. | 

In Lyons, Mandolet Governour thereof, hearing of the Maſſacre at 
Pars, preſently cauſed the City gates to be ſhur, raiſed forces,command- 
-| ing them, that if any of the Proteſtants came our of their hoaſes.rhough 
but with ſwords, they ſhould preſently kill them; but the Proteſtants ſee- 
ing a ſtorme coming, which they knew could not ariſe without the ſpe- 
cial providence of God, ſet themſelves to bear ir-with invincible pati- 
ence, The day following if any of them did but go abroad abour their 
neceſſary occaſions, they were preſently clapt up inpriſon, and when 
night came, the murtherers entred their houſes , which they rifled and 
| ares and pretending to carry the Proteſtants to priſon, ſome: hey 

abbed in the ſtreets, others they threw into the river, whereof fome 
were carried down the ſtream half a mile below the City , by which 
means they eſcaped; Theday after, Proclamation was made by {ound of 
Trumpet, that all of the Religion ſhould appear ar ſuch a place to know 
the Kings pleaſure concerning them ; many went , but ſo ſoon as't 
came, they were ſent to ſeveral priſons, and thenight following every 
corner and part of the City was tull of lamentable cries and ſhreekings, 
partly of ſuch as were maſſacred in their houſes, partly of ſuch as were 
but balf murthered, and ſo haled to be thrown into the- river; 2nd from 
that time there were ſuch horrible murthers committed inthe Ciry';'as 
if the Divels in the likeneſſe of men ran roaring aboutito do milthief ; 
The Sabbath morning following thoſe that: had hicherto eſcaped maſſa- 
cring, were then diſpatched, | "IDE 

In the Arch-biſhops hotſe there were three hunded and fifty' Priſe- 
ners.ſhut up , anda bloody crueof cutthroats were —_— ro 
. | them, to whom the keyes were delivered , and rhey ruſhini 
"great Court, gavenoticeto the priſoners with a loud yoice' that? 
muſt die z then having firſt taken all the Priſoners purſes,” they-telbup= 
on them with barbarous. cruelty ; hacking hewing them in a 
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them ; thei they-asked; ſome one book, ſome another; which he gave | 
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| furious manner, ſo that/ within an. hour and- an half, they were every one} 


' cut in pieces; The priſoners were-all ſlain, with cheir eyes and hands lift 
upto heaven, whilſt their hands and'fingers were cut off. | 

-:/There was'2/Merchant Galled Frances de Bſſu that had two ſonnes; the 
father ſeeing the horrible Maſlacres, ſaid to his ſons, Children, we-are not 
now ito learn that it hath alwayes been the portion of believers to be hated, per- 


| ſecuted , and devoured by unbelievers, as Chriſts ſheep of ravening wolwes. 


if we ſuffer with Chriſt, we ſhall alſo reign with him : let not therefore theſe 
drawn (words terrifie us, they will be but as a bridge whereby we fhall paſſe to 
eternal life : we have lived long enouzh amonſt the wicked, let us now go and 


| live with our God, let us j july go after this great company that is gone before 


45,0, When he ſaw the murtherers come; ke claſped his armes-abour 
his two ſons , and they theirs about him, as if they ſtrove mutually to 
ward: off the blows each from other, who were afterwards found dead in 
theſe mutnal imbraces. | 

---- The murtherers went up and down the City boaſting that they had 
died-their white doublets red 'in the blood of the: Huguenots ; one 
bragging that he had killed an hundred, and ſome more, and ſomeleſle : 
when.the people went-into the Arch-biſhops houſe, and ſaw the ſlaugh- 
ter that had been made there, though they were Papiſts , yet they {aid 
thatſurely they were not men, but Devils in the habit of men that: had 


done this, The dead corpſes were carried out, and lay ſpread like dung 
upon the face of the earth , and when they were abour.to throw them 
into the river, an Apothecary told them that much money might be 
made of their pa , whereupon all the fat bodies were ſought-our , 
ripped up, an 

ing done, after many jears beſtowed upon the dead carcaſſes, ſome 
were tumbled intoa great pit, others thrown into the river, The Coun- 
tries which lay below upon the-river were amazed to ſee ſuch multitudes 


'| of dead bodies to come down the ſtreame , ſome with their eyes pul- 


ledout, others their noſes, eares, and hands cut off; ſtabbed into eve- 
ry-;part- of their bodies, {o that ſome had no part of humane ſhape 


|--; Shortly-after the Popes Legat came thither, and as he came out of the 


>reat "Church from Maſle., all the chief Mafſacrers' kneeled down for to 
have his abſolution;, and when he was told who they were, and why 
2900 there; he abſolvedthem all by making the ſigne of the 
C LD nt Tac” | 


. , A Gentleman of Par , as ſoone as the Maſſacre was ended there, 


he faluted her; asking where her husband was? ſhe ſaid that he was 


fs walking in his garden , direting him the way to him ; when he came 


tohim, helovingly embraced him, and then ſaid, Do you know wherefore 
| I arm come to you? the King hath commanded me mon to kill you, and 

fe preſented a Piſtol to his breaſt; che Miniſter replyed 
thathe knew-not wherein he had offended the King; But ſeeing, ſaid he, 
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their greaſe ſold for three ſhillings a pound ; which be- | 
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- | wentieo: Angers; and coming to the houſe of a. reverend, godly , and | 
| learned Miniſter called Maſter Fohn Ms meeting his witeat the door, 
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| you will have my life, pray you etve me leave to pray to God, aud to beage mer- 
bs b at his ro 2þ _- granted, he made Marnettordand = wil- ) 4 godiy Mini- 
) lingly preſented his body to.the murcherer, who piſtolled kim,and ſo de- \*< piltolled. 
| artEd, Ct 7% W0- | | 
Preſently after the King ſent one Pugilliard, who drowned nine gr [404 his wite 
ten more in that place, and amongſt the reſt , the wife of this Mr; | 
aw > Who ſhewed an admirable conſtancy of taith', evento her laſt | 
breath. 1 17e7 1963Y .-'>*; | 
In Roan in a few dayes they. murthered above ſix thouſand men beſides E Roan {ix . 
women, upon whom they exerciſed no leſſe cruelty than upon the men; | ©2404 mare! 
their dead bodies they carried 'outin cumbrels,/ and threw them by heaps; _ | 
into great pits digged for that purpoſe, ray DABIITIL 
The news of the Maſlacre of Pars coming +to. Tholenſc,vthe\greart | 4c Tholouſe, | 
oates of the City were preſently ſhut' upz bur-ic pleaſed God, thar | 
that morning moſt of the Proteſtants-were gone.our of the City to | 
hear a Sermon The report of the ſhutting up of. the gatesxcoming | 
to them , ſome thought it not fit to return , others would. nzeds go | 
| back. to take order abour their affairs: theſe were: ſuffered co 'enrer | Popith (ubcily 
peaceably , leaving their ſwords at the-gates, 'the' rather ro-drawin | -.- 
the reſt, amongſt whom were divers Counſellors; and greav mtaties 
| were uſed to entrap them , and indeed ſome of them were enticed 
ji to come back ; but when they ſaw they could get in no more, the 
wedneſday morning following ſouldiers were ſent to break into all the 
houſes of thoſe of the Religion, and to carty them to ſundry priſons; ' ,, c,yery 
and the gates were watched that none ſhould eſcape: command alſo was | Ss; 
given that none ſhould conceale any of the Proteſtants : Amongſt the | 
priſoners were five or ſix Counſellors, who much comforted and en- 
couraged the reſt, Then were all the priſoners brought togethet into 
one place. and letters procured from the King to maflacre them all : and 
accordingly ſome leud perſons, armed with axes and butchers knives, | TIE 
were ſent to effect it,who calling them out one by 0ne,murthered them | | 
| all not permitting them ſo muchas ro: ſpeak, much lefle toptay. The —_ 
number of rhe ſlain was above three hundred , -wha' were .all"ftripe as 
ſtark naked, and heir bodies left ro the common view of all forewo | 75 pundr 
dayes rogether: then were they, thus naked, thrownamto! pits/oneap- | | 
on another, only the Counſellors were hung up in there long gowns up- | © © | 
on.an Elme in the Palace-yard ; all their houſes vvere- alſo ſacked and { 
plyndred. | 
At Bourdeayx when the news of the Mailacre of Paris came thither, ' 4: Bourdeas, * 
the Proteſtants were taking boats to go into/a meadow to hear a Sermon, | 
but the Governour ſent and ſtayed them, yer under preietice' of fecuring' | 
them againſt the multitude;then were the gates guarded that none mighty N 
elgape, yet it pleaſed God that the Miniſters were conveyed away, who SÞ cm _ | 
aftervyards took thip and came into Ereland. '- oo 2% GIoWITH Sy 
There vvasa Jeſuite that dayly preached inthat City, to ſtit'up 'the Cy Je- | 
Governour and people to maſlacre the Proteſtants, propoſing the exam- | 
| ple of the Perſians to them, The Governour could ngtvyelltell vyhatto” 
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do, but the Lord of: Monpeſbat afſured him that it was the Kings tnitide 
that they ſhould all be murthered, and that he could not doa more ac- 
ceptable ſervice tohim ; whereupon he, pnering the ſcum of the Cj- 
| tizens together,, commanded them to kill all the Proteſtants without 
ſparing one; and'togive them an example, himſelf went to the Lord of 
 Obiers houſe, and-murthered him inhis own Court; Then did they mur- 
thera Countrey Miniſter alſo that was come thither for ſhelter , roge- 
ther with the reſt of the Preteſtants,and afterwards pillaged their houſes: 
An old/:man that'was a Deacon of the Reformed Church, being at this 
| time ſick in bed, they dragged him forth into the ſtreers, 'asking him 
| whether he would go to Maſfle, to whom he anſwered ; 7 hope 7 ſhall not 
ſo far forget the eternal ſalvation of my ſoul, as for fear of death to prolong 
my life: for a: few dayes x for thereby+ I ſhould buy a ſhort time of life at too 
| dear a rate ; whereupon they inſtantly murthered him, It was lamen- 
table td ſee the poor Proteſtants wandring up and down, not knowin 
where to hide themſelves ; ſome were rejedted of their own Parms i 
| KinSfolk, who would not open their doors to them ; others were berray- 
ed by their friends, and delivered into the hands of their murtherers; yer 
ſomewere hidden by their very enemies, whoſe hearts abhorred ſuch de- 


teſtable qutrages, 
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. The Siege of Sancerre, AnnoChriſti, 1573- 


YV Er in the midſt of theſe Maſlacres and dangers God provided ſome 
Pella's [places of refuge? for his people, as Rochel , * Montalbon, 
Ni(mes, Sancerre, Privas, Oc. "oh | 
| Anno 1573. Sancerre was beſieged by the Lord of Chaſtre, with an 
Army, who planting his Cannons, played inceſſantly upon the Town, 
ſo thar the ſtones of the wall, the pavement in the ſtreets,and the ſhivers 
of timber flewabout continually, yet the mighty power and providence 
of God herein appeared, that none within the Ciry were ſlain, but one-'} 
ly one maid that was ſlain with the breath of a Cannon-buller : yer were 
the ſtocks of Muſquets ſometimes broken in the hands and on the ſhoul- 
| ders of the townſmen, and themſelves not hurt ; yea ſome had their 
coats, breeches and hats ſhot through, and their bodies not hurt, yea 
ſome ſtones that were beaten off the wall, flew violently between a Mi- 
niſters legs, and hurt him not, Many were the aflaults given to this 
Town, yet ſtill the Affailants were beaten back with great loſle. 

The- fiege continning long, the Townſmen began ro be in 
want, ſo that they - were forced to eat their Horſes, Aﬀes, and 
Males, 
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| Mules, which food laſted but a moneth, .chen they did: eate. 1 che 


alſo being ſpent, they lived upon hides of beaſts, Calves and. Sheep- ' 
Skins: hs did they eate parchment , horſe Rae's hoots, a. 4 
| Lanthorns , halters, and furniture for horſes, girdles.ot leatheryherbs| 
and wild-roots ; and theſe being all ſpent., and no ;bread left, in. the 
City, ſuch as could get Linſeed, 'or any other ſeed , ground. it, or 
bear it in a morter, and made bread thereof, as; alſo..ot herbs-mix- 
ed withy bran if they could get it :, This | being, ſpent; they Fae 
bread made of ſtraw-meal', powder of. nutſhels ,, yea. of ſlates; Au- ! 
et, old ointments, and other old greaſe ſerved to make pottage: 
and with it alſo they fried the excrements of +hor(es ! and , men , 
which they did eate , yea the. filth in - the ftreetes was, not . 
ſpared. ——— "oy 


dogs, .cats , rats , mice, .and moles that they.could get : - and; thoſe 


. 


executed for eating the head , incrals and: brains. of their dap 


reſt of her body to eat at other times;, and that which aggravated 
their fault was, that it was proved that that day, there. was; given 
to them a little pottage made with . herbs and wine, which mighr 
have ſatisfied them in that necellity, : Such as. went forth; of. the 
walls to ſeek relief , were either flaine by the enemy , or lived 
| upon {prigs of vines , black-berries , red ſnailes , 'and herbs; . A- 


mongſt other ſad and lamentable ſpeRacles , one. was. gf a Jabqu- | 
rer and his wife found dead amongſt the Vines; .and two, of | 


wer 


In this extremity a poor labourer and his wife were, taken, and | 
of three years old, that died of famine; | they had dreſſed ji I. the 


Two ex2cuted 
ſor caring parc. | 
of their own + | 

daughter, | 


their children crying by them, the, lefler being -/þur ſixe ;weekes | 


old , which a charitable Widow took home t0., her houle.;and 
ſuſtained : n 


ran along the 
| and mother, who wept and lamented over him; and feeling upon his 
armes and legs, they were as dry as a ſtick; whereupon the child ſaid ;; 
*| Phy do you thus weep to ſee me die of hunger® T ask you; no bread; ppother, 
for 1 know you have none, but ſeeing it 1s the Will of God that-.T fbould die 
in this ſort, I muſt take it thankfully : Had not the holy maniLazatos hun- 
ger? Have not I read it in my Bible ? and ſaying fo, he; yielded up-his 
ſpirit unto God, 3 LY 7 t 21:3 23Rrod 
| That which preſerved- all. from being famiſhed , -was:-thiss 
There were yet fixe Kine kept to//give milke for!; ſome-:infaats:,. 
and certaine horſes of ſervice which, were reſeryed for'i;an1ex+ 
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| tremity 5” T hike Were Kilted ; 36d their eſhi fold-to -comfore choſe 

thac” lived. *Alfo fome lietle 'come was brought into the 'Towne 

7 feedlth = which 2s fold for two thillings: Hixe pence a 
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| as + nay 
© '*f he war kille 
N oo © d;, Þ 4 : 
. ly recoyeted. © 
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it, "chibing tacher to die by the Grord of the Enetny Wha. by 
famine; of whom fome were flain, others impriſoned, and exe- 


= - *>So all hope. of -being faved in' mans - mg res failed to thoſe 
| Zmickedoath | of Saxterre = F6t the King had {worne't 


/ 


FY 


'ons of che Biſhop of Yalowce,, the Polotjens had choſen the Duke | 


for Religion : by this means the poor Sancerreans , halfe dead for 
wer, were delivered art the requeſt of theſe good men whocame 


ay not-to be: queſtioned for any thing paſt ; rhey- had a promiſe} 
ved; and ſuch Miniſters and others, as had fled hither for ſafe- 


Y , had Paſports given them', and they were ſuffered peaceably'to 
depart, SH 


PIE T be Siege of Rochel, Anno 15973, 


A* Bour the beginning of the ſame year Rochel was alſo befieged, 
FA The Townſmen often fallied out”, and there were very hor 
Slkirraiſhes berwixe them and the befiegers ; in one 'of which 
| zhete came'a- young Gentleman , who -wich- hortible ' blaſphemy 
1 boaſted that he was one of the Admirals murtherers, ſhewing his 
| God judge- | Courtelace ,, which he ſaid; he brought from thar conflict, with ir 
| bloody yes |ebteatning'ro flaſh the Rochillers ; yer, when ir came to trial, his 
hearc"failed; and he ran away ; bur one of the City fouldiers prrr- 
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ſuinghim, ſlew him, ſtripthim,andleft his naked body inthe Held, the 
| dogs tearing his face before next morning. Ee CE Ong 

In one moneths ſpace-the enemy 'diſcharged** above thirreene 
thouſand Cannon ſhot- againſt the Rochellers , and-miade tmany iaf- 
faults, wherein they ſtill went. away with the worſt; - Then came 
the Duke of Anjow- tg the :Army to be the Genera -: The fiege 
kaving continued ſome moneths , the ' Rochelleys began to want 'vi- 


, 
= : 
MIS © WARS 420 


91: 


A famine, 


Quals , which ftmine, after awhile , much encreafed upon them; 


y 


hs | 


Proviſion failed them , there came an infinite number of ſmall 
fiſhes never before lecne in that Haven, as it were' yielding thens- 
ſelves to the | mercy -of + the poor People, which gathered them 


afterwards, | 


vg there thoſe wounds whereof they: thortly- after died'; 
ng 


' ſouldies. « 
Anno 1574. King Charles himſelf ,, that 


| about twenty four years old , fell fick of a languiſhing diſcafe; his 
Phyſicians let him blood and purged him” but to no purpoſe; for 


long ſtrugled againſt his diſeaſe , bur at laſt- was faine to betake 


blood iſſued from divers parts of his body ; 'anid" once he rolled 
\ himſelf in his own blood , and a little. before he died, he' defired 
his mother to purſue his enemies to the uttermoſt , with great ye- 
| hemency reiterating his ſpeeches; ſaying, Madam, 1 pray you hearti- 
| by to doit, and ſo he breathed forth his ſoul, May the nigh ,. Anno 
Chriſti, 1574. | | bans = 
| Mat here adde a few words alſo 'of the great miſeries which 
| the people of God endured in Roche! , Anno Chriſti, 1628, expe- 
/ Ring help from England, which proved but a ſtafſe of reed, which 
whilſt they leaned upon, it ran ico their hands; The City being 
PR by the King of France his Army, the inhabitancs were 


a —_— 


but. behpld the admitable Providence of "God ! 'when all oth& [ 


nancer of all theſe horrible Maſſacres, being in the primeof his youth, 


by degrees he ſo faded away , as cauſed great aſtoniſhment ro many, | 
le 


| himſelf to his bed, and the two laſt' weeks. of his ficknefſe, muck | 


An extraordþ- 
nary Provi- 
dence, 


every day fo long as the ſiege laſted, bur preſently after the pub- ,,,, wie 
liſhing of the Edit for peace , they went away, and were never ſeen oy = 


During this fiege came the Ambaſſadors from Poland to ferch'' 


The Kings 
ſicknefſe ard 
death, 


Anger impha- 
cable: 


ed, Aung 1628 


| 


Roche beſicgs | 
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Shechooſes to 
{ be burnt ra- 

{ therthan to 
burne her 

| Bible. 


- | ty. thillings; A pound of grapes three ſhillings, 8c. 


| hereo 


| God, Them, ſaid they , if thou wilt do but a ſmall matter thou ſhalt 


| mine. own ſalvation, you ſhall hear what T will ſay to you, No ſuch 


| 


A. 


| from the danger; bur God had a purpoſe thar ſhe ſhould bear witneſs 
[to his truth, fo that: ſhe was taken and caſt into priſon; Aﬀer a 


— ood 


at for want ofother meat. the Citizens and 


Irs of things were as followeth; a Buſhel of Wheat twenty-pounds; 3 | 


Anno 1593, There was one Margaret Picrron of the Town of San- 
ſayin France , whoby her maid-ſervant was accuſed to the Jeſtites, 
2-4 not going. to Mafle, and-jor keeping a Bible in her houſe, in 
reading whereof was her whole. delight ; :The Jeſuites, complaining 


fro the Magiſtrate , .cauſed her to be.apprehended , yet had ſhe 
ſome notice of it before-hand from her friends that adviſed her roflie 


while the. Judges ſent-for-hery-faying', Margaret , Are you not wil- 
ling to returne home to. your houſe, and there to enjoy your husband 
3 children ? ; Yes, Taid the , if it may ftand with the good Will of 


be ſet a liberty s Tf, (aid ſhe, it be not contrary to Gods glory and 


thing , ſaid they ; for all that we require i but this , tht a Scaffold 

eing {et ap in th chief part of the City, you ſhall there crave pardon 
for offending the Law, and a fire being by, you fhall burne your Bible 
in it without ſpeaking a word.” I pray you my Maſters , ſaid ſhe, Tell 
me, is my. Bible. a good Book or no ?'Tea,, ſaid they, we confeſſe it 
s: Why then, ſaid the , wonld you have me caſt it into the fire ? On- 
ty ſaid they , to give the Feſuites content: imagine it to be bat paper, 
and then you. may burne it , and you may buy you another Bible at any 
time ,, and hereby you may ſave your life, © Thus they ſpent above twa 
bows in perſwading ber, that thereby ſhe might do a leſſe evil, and 


| OS 7 NES "CBP TOO demned | 


a greater good would come of it : But ſhe confidently anſwered, 
that by. the help of :God the would never do it : What will the 
30 ſay ( faid ſhe). will they wot ſay, Yonder us a wrethed woman 
indeed, that barns the Bible wherein all the Articles of Chriſtian Re- 
ri are contained? I will certainly durne my body rather than my 
__ 4 | 
Then did they commit her cloſe priſoner, fed her only with brezd| 
and water ,. and her friends were cebarred from coming 'to her: but 
when nothing could remove ker from her conſtancy , ſhey was con- 
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© The Perſecution of the Gharchila F Fance. 


: — _— | 
demned to beſet upona ſcaffold , ro- have her Bible burnt before her 
face; her ſelf to be ſtrangled, and her body to be dragged through the 
{j ſtreets to a dunghil, which ſentence ſhe underwent cheerfully, and 
?] ſo ſlepr in the Lord. 


Collefed out of the Hiſtory of the Tragical Maſſacres of France 
under Henry the ſecond , Francis the ſecond, Charles the 
ninth, Henry the third, and Henry the fourth. Tranſlated ont 
.of French. | _ | TAS CPs Jy Wy L 
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coline, Anno Chriſti,.-1 6 20. 


| Countrey, had by ſundry Decrees granted-liberty to thePro- | 
teſtants ro exerciſe their Religion freely. ; But when:as the Miniſter 


{ of God , the bloody Papiſts riſing in arms » ſet'upon them, flew one, © 


che paſſages of the valley , that (0 none-of the Proteſtants ſhould}; 
ſcape them ; then ringing their bells, they raiſedall the Countrey;and 
if any Proteſtants ſtirred out of their houſes , they murthered. them'in| 
the ſtreets: they alſo brake into the houſes of others, :drew:them our' 
of their beds , and murthered them. Some of the Proteſtants retired 


| rothe houſes of Papiſts that were neer of kin, orotherwiſe 10) 
them, to ſecure themſclyes, but there theywetre betrayed-and: mur-- 


thered : Some they ſtrangled ; ſome they ſhot 5 Of-fome they: beare | 
out their brains, and others they drowned-intheriver tba, : : 5 | 
3 A noble Gentleman that had hid himſelf in the river, was found by 
them, whorequeſted them to ſpare his life, for his dear childrens fake: 
Bur they told him that thiswas no time for: pity, excepthe | wouldaabs 

jure bis fajith,and ſwear by the Popes Bull : Nay faid he lad fat os j 
to ſave this temporal life, I ſhonld deny my Lord Feſiis Chriſt, who with hit 

precious blood upon; the Croſſe redeemed me at ſo dear a rates; and bawi 


-» 


hazard the loſie of eternal life , to which 1 was «lefted before the' Foun: | 
dation of the world, 1 ſay God forbid, Hereupom ina barbarousand @- | 
yage manner they murthered him, They:-brake alſo inco the: Palace 

of the Governor, and murthered him; women and maidens they! de: | 


1 « 


floured; and of all che Proteſtants in that part of the Comntrey;there 
were onely three that efcaped over the horrid and vaſt mountains of the 

Alps into Rhetia, | 2 ir $ 13 58 22074 
Theſe wicked villaines having thus diſpatched the Proteſtams-in 


the Proteſtants wee at Church hearing a Sermon: They were guids | 
place by two Friers z the Keeing chem corfling; | 


ed to the'plac 
ſhur the Church doors, barricadoiag_ them-up with benches; :itheſe | 


villaines laboured ro break -open the door, ;bus whe; 
ot readily do_ ic., they clambred np into the ivindews,; 


which they ſhot. wich their muſquets-2t-che people, 
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"TT He Griſon Lords, who were the Soveraigh Magiſtrates of this | £ 


through his grace ſo long freely and publikelyprofeſſed him; that 1 ſhould now | © 
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of Tell , with his Congregation, wer: met together about the ſervice. Popiſh trea 


this place , they marched to another, coming: juſt atthe-rimeiwhen | -*: 12 


T be Perſecution of the Church «f C brift in the Val- |. t 


and beate others ſo cruelly with ſtayes, that they were-forced to deſiſt Crucky; T3 Z : 


from- their purpoſe : Shortly after they murthered ſome others; and +: 
| conſpiring wita ſome other bloody villaines', 'they: ſer-guards uponall' F 
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wounded and killed many: The Miniſter belles man rarely encued 
\ with learning and piety, according to the (MrmMctte of time, exhorte/ 
them with lively reaſons to perſevere in the truch notwithſtanding 1] 
the danger; butin the mean time theſe barbarous Papiſts had forc-.! 0- 
pen the door, where they fell ro murthering of all without re{pc& of 
| quality, ſex, or age : Some Lords and Gentlemen were here ſlaine, the 
Miniſter was ſhot to death, divers Ladies and children gate into the 
Belfree to ſave themſelves; bur theſe hell-hounds ſet fire tothe place, 
and miſerably burnt them all. 

.-*'Fheſe ſavage wretches having thus glutted themſelves with inno- 
cent:blood in this place, they marched to Sondreſſe': The Papiſts in 
thar: place hearing of their coming, went to the Juſtice, proteſting 
that they would: guard him from danger , and that they would not 
ſuffer ſuch villanies to be committed amongſt them : Then did they 
bear their Drums, ring their Bells , and arme themſelves under pre- 
tenceof ſecuring'the Proteſtants, who truſting to their promiſes, mix- 
ed/ themſelves amongſt then to ſtand for their own defence ; Theſe 
Popelings concealing their miſchievous intent , killed now one, then 
another , as if it had been by accident, ſo that though givers of them 
were ſlain, yet. they found not out the myſtery of the practice : yet 
ſome, both men and Gentlewomen ſought ro eicape, but all peſlages 


| enemies, and atlaſt came'to a Church in the mountain of Sopdzeſſe, un- | 


being ſhur up, they were-met with and cruelly murthered, Then did 
they more openly diſcover their malice, killing the Proteſtants where 
ever they met them: hereupon ſome eighteen of the Proteſtants, to- 
| vether with ſome Ladies' and young children gat together, and the 
menbeing well armed , they marched cloſe rogether, repulſing their 


to which place:a Minifter, and ſome others, 1n all, about ſeventy thiee 
men were gathered togerher /, and atter their prayers-made unto God, 
t ed the' Valley of Malaneo , which was beſet-by-the enemy on 
two fides; but ſuch as kept the paſſages, were by Gods ſpecial pro- 
vidence , ſo aſtoniſhed that they fled away; and the Proteſtants , 
though they were purſued to the tops of the mountains, yet did miracu- 
louſly eſcape with fatery. | 

Then did the Peſants joyne with theſe villaines to. rob and plunder 
the houſesof the Proteſtants , and amongſt them, divers Noblemens 
houſesrichly furniſhed with great abundance ; They ran up and down 
alſo through fields, woods and mountains, ſearching every buſh for the 
Proteſtants ; and as they found any of them, they preſently murthered 
| * There was at honorable Lady that not long before came out of Italy 
to enjoy her liberty of conſcience , whom they exhorted to change 
ker Religion , which ſhe refuſing they adviſed her thar f4 at leaſt the 
'would: do it our of a care” of * her young infant which” ſhe held in 
tier armes, which otherwiſe, together with her ſelf ſhould preſent- 
ly be ſlain : But ſhe with an undaunted - courage anſwered : 7 have 


not departed out of Italy, my native conntrey, nor forſaken all the eft ate that 
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I had there, to renoyt@ Tow the faith which I had 


And how ſball 1 have rtgard in this caſe to: my infant, ſince God my heavenly 


up to death for his love to me, and ſuch ſinners as. I am? and ſo giving 
| her childe to one, ſhe ſaid, Behold my child, the Lord God, who hath 
care of the birds of the aire, # much more able to [ave this poore /crea- 
{ture although by you «t ſhould be left to oh wild mountains : Then un- 


you have-power to kill, but my ſoul, on which you, have no power to lay your 
hands, that I commend to my God; and ſoſhe was preſently ſlain, and 
|hewed in pieces ; The infant being a lovely and ſiveet Child, they ſpared, 
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Feſus Chriſt, yea 1 will Parhay ſuffers if is were poſſible; « thouſand deaths:, 


Father ſpared not his own Sonne my [Lord Feſws Chriſt , but delivered hin | 


lacing her gown, ſhe opened her breaſt, ſaying, Here is the body which | 


and delivered it toa Popiſh Nurſe to be brought up. 
| Theſe miſcreants finding ſuch Grechl 
Proteſtants ; they ſpared none, pluadering their houſes twice or thrice 
over:Some noble Matrons had their rings pnl'd off their fingers; ahdit 
they refuſed preſently to draw them off, they would cur off  ei- 
ther their hands or fingers from them, Some women with their chil- 
dren were dragged to the tops of high Mountains, -and threatned-to. be 
thrown down headlong with their children if they would not promiſe 
to goto Maſle; and though one amongſt chem was fognd, that —_— 
| terrour, promiſed them todoit, .yer did they throw her down with the 
reſt withaur all pity, 57% 
- One Dominico Berto of fixteen years old, they : ſer upon an Afﬀe 
with his face to the tayle, and the tayle in his hands for the bridle , and 
thus with many. jears they led him. to the. Marker-place; then they 
cut off his noſe , ears, and cheeks , then burned many holes in ſeveral 
parts of his body with hot_irons_ , continuing t 
'that barbarous manner they bad killed him. Yet through the won- 
derful goodneſſe of God, ſome Miniſters with their wives and chl- 
dren, by great travel , dangers , and difficulties : amongſt the craggy 
and high mountains, were delivered ont.of the hands'of theſe: bloody 
perſecurtors, 7) Bavarts | 
Theophilus Meſſino was ſhot with a Musket , but being nor ſlain, 
they ſet open his mouth with a.gag., filled ir with gun | 
giving fire to it, tore his head miſerably ;- his ſon was flain with ma- 


ny wounds, | j 
Another being wounded and ſtripped naked','was carried out and 
thrown into the woods; yet afterwards he gat up and went home to 
his own houſe, where he had mountains of gold- profered-hun' if 
he wonld turn Papiſt, vet, through Gods mercy, he continued faithful 
to the death. G3 etiod var 155343 orig 
A young Gentleman, too much addidted to the: vanities of che waxld; 
being earneſtly ſollicited to forſake the Proteſtant Religion; ſtoy 
refuſed , whereupon they ſhot him witha Musker:, ' and hayy 
while, and then raiſing himſelfup, he beſought chem to 
that he might render hisfſoul to hs | FOES 
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|inholes ,; and caves, and woods , out of which they durſt not come, 
bur by night only to get them food; yet were they ſo watched that many } 
times they weremurthered/- Others in thoſe places were famiſhed for 
want of food; Others itiving upon. roots, herbs, grafſe, 8c, contra&- 
ed diſeaſes whereof they-dyed, fo'that the mountains and woods lay 
ſcattered with dexdcarcafleseverywhere, | pk 
- Thencamethetewlerterto'theſe blood-ſackers from a Governour , 
that they ſhould withall my re murther, ſtrangle, and maſſacre 
withoutallpiry andmercy all 'the 'Lutherans whereſoever they were 
{whereupon theſe murtherers having flain all in Tyrane, - Bruſe, Tell , 
Sondyes,and:Malenue; they wentto Berbenno, where they preſently mur- 
thered ſundry perſons of $oog rank and quality, and that with grear | 
crudlry,comrary totheir faittiand promiſe given them; the like they 
'did in:Coſpazoand Trahen, and divers other places, ſhewing neither pity 
nor favour to-any:: 'In'onehouſe they flew a man and his wite ; and | 
ſeeing aninfant of three years old lying in a Cradle, the child being 
t2-girle of a ſweet andiamiablexountenanice;- and ſeeming to ſmile upon 
them; they took: her by the heeles; and'daſhed our her braines, Then 
-did chefe villains march to :Brafe'; where alſo they murthered many; 
' [ſhooting ſome; drowning others toning 6thers ; burnins others , and 
grinding their very bones to powder: Amongſt others , finding an a- 
| ged- Matron of 'eighty 'yearsd1d, they' much follicited her to hear 
|Maſſe, wiſhing her to have reſpet to her age; to whom the anſwered | 
with a nqlle reſolution ; God'forbid #hat 1, who now of a long time have had 
ane fobt > 057 ſboald forſuke my Lord Jeſs Chrift,who hath ſo long 
time preſerved me inthe knowleder & profeſſion of his truth,e3to put my traſt in 
#61444! | | & Creatures 
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creatures nd infleadf his holy 
upon they inſtantly ſlew her. 


"CHAP. XXXVIII. 


The Perſecution of the Church in Scotland which” 
began Anno Chriſty, 1529s adit 1 


"4 After Patrick Hamiltd of an ancient and honourable family / @al- 
led 4bbot of Fern, as one hating the world, and the yanity there- 
of, left Scotland,and went into Germany , and the fame of the Uniyer- | 
fity of Wittenberg being greatly divulged, thicher he went, and ibecame | 
familiar with thoſe great lights and notable ſervants ot Jeſus Chriſt, 
Martin Luther,and Phil. Melanf#hon,whereby he greatly encreaſedingod- 
ly knowledge and learning; from thence he went to the Univerſity of 
Marpurg , which was then newly ereted by Philip Lantgrave of 
Hefen where hewas intimate with other learned men ,- eſpecially with ; 


g » ©. © 


10n, 


Francis Lambert, by whoſe inſtigation he was the firſt that there pub- 
lickly ſer up concluſions to be diſputed of concerning faith and* good” 
works; By reaſon of his learning and integrity. of lite he was had” in 
admiration by many z Bur the zeal of Gous'glory '&id fo eat him up, | 

that he could not reſt till he returned into his own Countrey, where the | #2 
bright beams of the truelight, which by Gods grace was planted in ' 
his heart , began moſt abundantly to break forth, as well in publike as 


in ſecret, _ = 
In procefle of time the fame of his do@ine troubled the Clergy ; 
and came to the ears of Fames Beton, Arch-biſhop of Sint 4ndrews,who | 
grew impatient that by this. means the 'kingdom' of darkneſs was 
diſturbed; and therefore he ſo laboured with Parrick Hamilton , that he 
oat him.to Saint Andrews, where after divers dayes'conference he had. 
\Fis freedom and liberty, the Biſhop ſeeming toapproye his dodrine,ac- 
knowledging' that in many things there needed 2 r&ormartion” in the 
Church , But withall, feating that their Kingdom ſhould be endamaged,, 
they laboured with the King, who was then young and muchled by them, 
to go on Pilgrimage to Saint Dotheſſe in-Roſſe, that ſO by reaſon of his ab- 
ſence no interceſſion might be made to him; for'the ſaving rhe life of this 
innocent ſervant of Jeſus' Cliriſt, who not ſuſpeRing the malice" thac 
lodged in their hearts, remained as a Lambe'amongſt Wolves, © © 
The King being gone, upon a night Maſter 'Hamrlton was. ſeiſed 
upon by the Biſhops officers and carried to- the'Caſtle; and the mot- | 
row after he was brought forth unto judgement; *Stid was condemned 
to be burnt for the ani of Gods truth ; 
ſuffered, were about Pilerimages.,, purgatory.,, prayer to Saints , and for 
| the dead, &c.And that his conclerriantion mint have OWRINe: | A 
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His Martyr- 
dome. 


lay. 


| $tratons con- 
verlion- 


David Straton, 
Norman Gour- 


preſent, and to make their number great, they rook the ftd(cription of | 
very children if they were of the Nobility, 
Immediarely after dinner the fire was prepared , and he was led to ex- 


— ———L% 


Tecntion,, yet moſt men thought that it was only to terrifie him, and to | 


cauſe him to recant, * But God, for his own glory , the good of his 
| ſervants, and for the manifeſtation of cheir beaſtly ryranny , had other- | 
wiſe decreed - fbrhe ſo ſtrengthned him}, that neither the love of life_* 
nor feat of that cruel death could once move him to (werve from the | 
cruth which he had profeſſed; ' At the place of execution he gave to. 
his ſervant that had long attended him, his Gown, Coat, Cap, and, his 
other garments, ſaying, 'Theje will not profit inthe fire, they will profit thee ,' 
After this of me thos 6anſt receive no commodity except the example' of my 
death,which 1 pray thae to beat in minde, for though it be bitter to the fleſh, 
and fearful before men, yet # is the entrance into eternal life , whith none 
[hall poſſeſſe which denies Chriſt. Feſws before this wicked generation ; and o | 
being tyed tothe ſtake inthe midſt of coals and timber , they gave fire | 
to ſome powder, , which with the blaſt ſcorched his lefc hand and the fide | 
of his face,bur neither killed him nor kindled che wood and coals , till | 
they ran ta the Caſtle for more powder , and more combuſtible mat- ; 
ter, which being ar-laſt kindled, with a loud voice he cryed: Lord Fe- 
ſus receive my ſpirit x how long ſhall darkneſſe overwhelme this Realme * 
and how long wilt. zhow ſuffer the tyranny of theſe men? The fire was 
flow, . and therefqre put, him tq the greater torment z but that which 
moſt grieved him, was, the -clamour of fome wicked men fer on by 
the Friars, who continually eyed, Turn thou Heretick ;, call npon our 
Lady; ſay Salve Regina, &c.' To whom he anſwered, Depart y me 
za 7 me not thou meſſenger of Satan; And ſpeaking toone Campbel, 
a Friar that was. the. Ringleader , who ſtill roared on him with great 
tvehemency, he ſaidto him ; Wicked man, thou knoweſt the contrary, and 
| haſt con ofedthe contrary #0 mes 1 appeale thee before the Tribunal ſeat of 
Feſus Chriſt ; after which words he reſigned up his ſpirit unto God, 
Anno Chriſti, 1527, - And within few-dayes atter the ſaid Friar died in a 
| phrenfie, and as one that deſpaired. 

Anno 1534, The ſaid Aechridbon of Saint Andrews, convented 
before him David Stratos a Gentleman , and Maſter Norman Gourlay ; | * 
The firſt of theſe having a Fiſher-boac that went to ſea, the Biſhop of 
Murray demanded tithe fiſhof him , ro whom he anſwered, thar it they 
would have tithe-of that which his ſervants caught in the ſea , they 
ſhould take it in theplace where it was caught, and fo cauſed his ſer- 
vants to throw the-tenth fiſh into the ſeaagain; All chis while he had 
nothing in him for Religion, But when hereupon he was ſummoned 
to anſwer:for Hereſie it troubled him exceedingly , and then he bezan 
to frequent the company of ſuch as were godly, and there appeared a 
wonderful change in him, ſo that whereas before hedeſpiſed the word of 
God, now all ; his delight. was in hearing of it read ro him , and 
| he was 4 vehement exhotter of all men to peace and concord , and, 
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contempt of the world, He much frequented the company of the 
Laird ot Dum Areskin, whom God inthoſe dayes had marvellouſly illus 


that denieth me before men, or ts aſhamed of me inthe midſt of this wicked 


generation, 1 will deny him before my Father and his holy Angels 3 Ax 
choſe words being ſuddenly as.one revived, he fell upon his - kates , 
{and ſtedfaſtly lifting up his eyes and hands to heaven, at length he 
| burſt forth into theſe words; 0 Lord, I have been wicked, and juftly mayſt 
thou withdraw thy grace from me + but, Lord, for thy mercy [ake.let me never 
deny thee nor thy truth for fear of death or any corporal paine, Being after- 
wards together with Maſter Norman brought to judgement in holy Rood- 
houſe, the King himſelt being preſent , much means was uſed to draw 
this David Straton to make a recantation ; but he perſeyered in his con- 
ſtancy, ſtill denying that he had offended, and ſothey were borh con- 
demned to the fire, and after dinner Axne 1534, they were both firſt 
hanged, and afterwards burnt. 

Not long after the burning of theſe two holy men; There was one 
Deane Thom: Forret , who uſed to preach every Lords day to his Pa- | 
riſhoners, out of the Epiſtles and Goſpels as they fell in order: This 
was counted a great novelty, tor none uſed to preach but the Friars, 
and therefore they envying him , accuſed him to the Biſhop of DuxRel- 
den foran Heretick, and one that ſhewed the myſteries of Scriptnre to 
che vulgar people, IR 
The Bilhop inſtigated by the complaint of the Friars , called the 
ſaid Deane Thomas before him, to whom he ſaid ; My joy Deane. The- 
mas, I love you well, and therefore I muſt give you counſel how to govern 
your ſelf; The Deane thanked him ; and then he proceeded, My joy Deane 


to your people,and that you take not your dues from them, which i very preju- 
aicinl to the Churchmenz and therefore my joy Deane Thomas, I would have 
 yor Take your dues, or elſe its too mnch to f 

ing, you make the people think that we ſhonld ds ſo alſo; Its enough for you 
when you find a good Epiſtle or Goſpel, toſet forth and preach the libirty of 
| holy Charch, and let the reſt alone, IDE 
Thomas anſwered, My Lord,1 preſume ndne of my Pariſhoners complaine 


minated : hearing the text read, ( for he could not read himſelf ) #e | 


reach .every ſunday; for by ſo ds-| 


| Thomas, 7 am informed that you preach the Epiſtle and Goſpel every Su#day | 


not taking my dues ; and whereas yow [ay its tos much to preach eveiy 


ay, Deane Thomas, {aid the Biſhop ; let that be,\ for mit ate n0t erddined to 
preach, Then (aid Thomas whereas you bid me preach whenT meet with a good 
'E piftle and Goſpel;T have read them all over, and 1 know:n0 bad ones aryont ff 
them,but when your Lordſhip ſhews me ſuch, 1 will paſſe by thenr, Then (21d 
the Biſhop, 7 thank God I never knew what th: Old and New Teſtament was: 
and Deane Thomas, 7 will know nothing but miyPortile and Pontifical. 
Go your wayes and let all theſe fancies be, for if yowpttſevere herein; you will 
repent you when tis too late. + M 4 4) 
1 truſt ſaid Thomas, 
therefore I care not what 4 


canſe is gd andjuſt in the preſent>of God ; and | 
Hows thereupon; and fo he went bis way ; But 


for 1m 
| Cunday, think it ts tos little, and wiſhthat your Lordſhip would dg the like. Nay, | 
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| Ferome Ruſſel, 
Alexander 
Rennedy. 


Humane in- 
ficmury. 


1 Joy intribula- 
# tion. 


» | Popiſhcruelty,; 


—— 


he was condemned and” burned for 'a chief Heretick and teacher of 
Hereſs es, 


did wonderfully encreafe in that Kingdom, partly by reading , partly 
by brotherly conference, which in thoſe dangerous days was much u- 
ſed to the comfort of many, which ſo enraged the Poptſh party , thar 
Anno 1538. there were burned in one fire foure perſons of good 
uality. | 
: The year after thigge were apprehended Ferome Ruſſel , 2 man of a 
meek and quiet naturh and Alexander Kennedy of about eighteen years 
old; theſe two poor (@vants of Jeſus Chriſt being brought before the 


taint, and would faine have recanted , but when all place of repent- 
ance was denied him , 'the Spirit of God ( which ſeaſonably comes in 
with comfort, ) began to refreſh him, yea the inward comfort began 
co burſt forth , as well in his viſage, as in tongue and words ; for with 


O eternal God, how wonderful is that love and mercy that thou beareſt un- 
to mankind; and to me 4 vile Caitiffe and miſerable wretch above all 


| our Lord Feſus Chriſt , my only Saviour, and ſo have caſt my 
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pe breaſt; to be:drowned for refuſing to pray to the Yirgin Mary, 


_— or even now whin I wonld have denied thee ; and 7 Sonne 

ef into 
| everthing amnation , thou by thine own hand haſt pulled me from the 
very bottome of Hell, ana made me-to feele that heavenly comfort which 
| takes from 'me that ungodly feare ' wherewith before *T was oppreſſed. 
Then did they raile upon him and Ferome , who alſo ſaid unto them, 
This i "your hour and power of darkneſs; Now ſit ye as Fudges , and 


| But the "day will come when owr innocency will appear , and: ye ſhall ſee 
your own blindntſſe , to your everlaſting confuſion. Co forward and fulfil 


_ | the meaſure of your iniquity. Shortly after they were condemned to 
| die, and-as they went to execution, Ferome comforted” Kennedy | ſay- 
[ing to him; Brother, fear not + greater s he that is in us , than he 
|:that & in the world ;” the pain that we are to ſuffer s ſhort , and ſhall 


'be light , but our joy and conſolation ſhall never have an end.” Let us 


|:therefore ſtrive to enter into our Maſter and Saviours joy, by the ſave 
| ftraight way which+he hath taken before us. Death cannot hurt us, for it 
| z already deſtroyed: by him for whoſe ſake we now ſuffer. And thus paſſing 


chearfully on, thep'conftantly gtiumphed over death and: Satan, 
in the midſt of the*Raming fire where they gave up their ſpitits to 


DEAL MMO £2 | 
. Anno 1543. Cardin Beton coming to Edexburgh, cauſed many god- 
ly-perſons to-be-called before him, and when he'could provenothing elſe. 
againſt them, he cauſed four men to be hanged upon ſuſpition that they | 
had eaten 2'Gooſe upona Friday :and a woman with her child ſacking oy 


Many | 
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But notwithſtanding all their bloody tyranny, the knowledge of God | 


Arch-biſhop and his Afﬀociates to judgement , Kennedy at firſt was | 


a chearful countenance'and joyful voice, falling on his knees, he ſaid, | 


we ſtand wrongfully accuſed, and more wrongfully to be condemned ; | 


OI—— 5 $-rouoamaaga 
| Fm Perſecution of the Charchin Scotland. 


| ſhorrly afterhe was ſum moned to appear before the Cardina), ,by whom 


| 


? 


| 


| Now I defiedeath , dv with me what you pleaſe, 1 praiſe God T ams ready; | 
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1 bel ife of Maſter George W iſcheart, or 


| 
Wilchard, whoaied, Anno Chriſti, 1546. 


(5 from whence he went to the Univerſity after which he 
travelled into ſeveral Countries , and ar laſt came to Cambridge, where 
he was admitted into Bexxet Colledge ; He was tall of ſtature, and of 
a melancholy conſt;turion ; He had black haire, a long beard, comely 
of perſonage, and well-ſpoken, courteous, lowly, lovely, willing ro 
reach , defirous to learn; for his habir, he wore'a Frize gowne, a 
black fuftian doublet, plaine hoſe , courſe Canvas for his ſhirts , falling 
all which apparel he gave to the poor , ſome weekly, 
ſome monethly, ſome quarterly ; ſaving a French Cap that he wore, 
which he kept a twelvemoneth, He was modeſt, temperare , fearing 
God, hating covetouſneſſe, His chariry was extraordinary , he for- 
bore his food one meale in three, one day in fonre , that he might the 
berter relieve the poor, His lodging was upon ftravv , and he had 
courſe nevy Canyas ſheets, vvhich vvhen once foule, he gave avvay; 
He had by his bed-fide a tub of yvater, in vvhich in the dark night he 
bathed himſelf; He taught vvich great modeſty: and gravity, fo that 
ſome about him thought him ſevere, and vvould have ſlain him , but 
the Lord vvas his deliverer; and heZzafter due corre@ion for their ma- 


Eorge Wiſeheart was born in Scotland , and brought up fuſt ac | 


—————— 


Fobn R97 ers, 


His CharzAer, 


His charity. 


A pecial pro- 
ViGCnce. 


{ lice, by good exhortation amended them ; His learning vvas n6 leffe 


ſufficient than his defireofit ; he vvasalvvayes ready to do good to his 
ability ; both in his private Chamberand publick Schools, he read di- 
vers Authors, yea he alvvayes ſtudied hovv to do 'good to all. 

Anno 1544, Some of the Nobility of Scotland, coming-'to treat 
with King Hezxry the eighth, about the marriage between his ſonne 


Wiſchard went with them into Scotlayd, being a man of admirable gra- 
ces, and ſingularly learned both in Divine and humane ſciences ; He firſt 
preached in Roſſe, and then in Dnndece,where with" great admiration of 
all chat heard him, he went over the Epiſtlle to the Romans, till ar the in- 


— 


rope oo 4 


ſtigation of the Cardinal, one Robert Miſle, a principal man there, and 
| formerly 


— a 


Prince Edward, and their young Queen Mary, at their return, Maſter | | 
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A Propl clic. 


He'greth into 
the Weſt, 


- [Tye is oppoſed 
-j byrhe Biſhop. 


tte Word. 


His Proheſie 
accom pli ſhed. 


| Thelifeof Maſter George Wiiſchard. "\ 
formerly 2 Profeſſor: of Religion, inhibiced*him from preaching , re- ! 
quiring him that he ſhould crouble their Town-no more, for he would ! 
not ſuffer it ; and this-was ſpoken t6 him in the publick* place z where- | 
upon he muſed a ſpace , with his eyes bent unto heaven, and after- | 
wards looking ſorrowfully upon the ſpeaker and people, he ſaid, 
God i witneſſe that T never minded your trouble , but your comfort >, yea 
your trouble is more dolorous to me then it i to your ſelves : But I am aſſured; 
that to refuſe Gods Word , and to chaſe from you his Meſſenger , ſhall not 
preſerve you from trouble , but ſhall bring you into it : for God ſhall ſend 
you —_ that ſhall neither feare burning nor baniſhwment, 1 have offe- 
red you the word of ſalvation; with the hazard of my life I have remained 
amongſt you : Now ye your ſelves refuſe me, aud I muſt leave my inno- 
cency to be declared by my God, Tf #t be long proſperous with you, I am 
not led by the ſpirit of truth : But if unlookt for trouble come upon you , 
acknowledge the cauſe , and turn to God who is gracious and merciful, but 
if you turn not at the firſt warning , he wil! viſit you with fire and ſword ; 
and ſo he came down trom the Pulpit. Some Noble men being preſent, i 
would have perſwaded him to ſtay, or to have gone with them into 
the Countrey , but by no means would he ſtay till he had paſt the Ri- 
ver Tay. | 

Then went he into the Weſt-countrey , where he made offers of 
Gods Word, which was' gladly received by many, till the Biſhop of 
Glaſgow, by the inſtigation of the Cardinal, came with his Traine to the | 
town of Ayre to refift Wiſchard ; The Earl of Glencarne and ſome other 
Gentlemen hearing of it, came thither alſo with their retinue, and when 
they weteall come together, the Biſhop would needs have the Church 
himſelf to preach in, Some oppoſed, but Wiſchard (aid, Let him alone, 
his Sermon will not do much hurt, let us go to the Market-Croſſe , and {o they 
did, where he made ſonotable a Sermon, that his very enemies them- 
ſelves were contounded. 

WWiſchard remained with the Gentlemen in Xyle , preaching ſome- 
time in one place, ſometimes in another , but coming to Machlepe, 


The power of. 


\ he was perforce kept out of the Church; Some would have broken 
in, but he ſaid to one of them, -Brother, Feſws Chriſt is as mighty in the 
fields as in the Church, and himſelf often preached in the Deſert at the 
Sea-ſide and, other places, Its the Word of Peace God ſends by me: the blood 
q nowe op be ſhed this day for the preaching of it ,, and fo going into the 
elds, he ſtood upon a bank , were he continued in preaching to the 
Tom above three houres; and God wought ſo wonderfully by that 


Sermon, that one of the wickedſt men in all the Country , the Laird 
of Sheld was converted by it, and his.eyes ran down with ſuch abun- 
dance of tears, that all men wondred at it, Preſently news was brought 
to Wiſchard that the plague was broke out in Dundee, which began | 
within four dayes after he was prohibited preaching there, and raged 
ſo extreamly, that its almoſt beyond credit how many died in| 
| twenty foure houres ſpace; This being related ro him, notwith- 
| ſtanding the importunity of his friends , he would needs go thither, ſay- 

ins 
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g, They are now in trouble, and need comfort ; Perhaps this hand of. God 


|.will make them nawto maznifie and reverence that Word of God which before 


they lightly eſteemed, | 

Coming to Duxdze,the joy of the faithful was exceeding great, and 
withour delay he ſignified that the next day he would preach; and 
becauſe moſt of the inhabitants were either ſick, or imployed abour-rhe 
fick,he choſe the Eaſt-gate for the place of his preaching, ſo that the 
whole were within,and the ſick without the gate; Histext was Pſal.r 07, 
He ſent his Word and healed them, ec, wherein he comfortably intreated 
of the profit and comfort of Gods Word, the puniſhment that comes 
by the contempr of it , the readinefſe of Gods mercy to ſuch as truly 
turn to him,and the happineſſe of thoſe whom God takes from this mi- 


him, that they regarded no death, but judged them more happy that 
ſhould then depart , rather than ſuch as thould remain behind ; confi- 
dering that they knew not whether they ſhould have ſuch a Comforter 
with them, He ſpared not to viſit them that lay in the greateſt extre- 
mity, and to comfort then, 
as could take food, the Town being very bountiful ro chem, through 
his inſtigation, | 
fort of the afflited, the Devil ſtirred up the Cardinal, who corrupted 
a deſperate Popith Prieſt, called Fohn Weighton, toſlay him, Andon 


danger, the Prieſt ſtood waiting at the bottome of the ſtairs witha na- 
ked dagger in his hand, under his gowny but Maſter 7Y:ſchara being of 
a wy piercing eye, {ceing the Prieſt as he came down, ſaid to him, 
friend what wozld you have ? and withal clapping his hand upon the dag- 
ger, took it from him ; The Prieſt herewith being terrified , fell down 
upon his knees, conteſſed his intention, and craved pardon; A noiſe 
being hereupon raiſed, and it coming to the ears of thoſe which were 
ſick, they cryed, Deliver the Traytor to us, or we will take him by force, 
and fo they burſt in atthe gate, but 77/7{chard raking him in his armes, 
ſaid, YVhoſeever hurts him ſhall hurt me, for he hath done me no miſchief , 
but much good, by teaching me more heedfulneſie for the time to come; and 


£4 


{o he appeaſed them, and ſaved the Prieſts life. 


them , ſaying, that God had almoſt put an end to the battel, and that he 
was now called to another place ; tor the Gentlemen of the Weſt had 
writtento him to meet them in Zdinburgh., where he ſhould diſpute 
with the Biſhops, and ſhould be publickly heard , which he willingly 
aſſented to : but firſt he went ro Mortroſſe, to ſalute the Church there, 


| where he ſometimes preached , but ſpent moſt of his tme.in private 


meditation, in which he was ſo earneſt, that night and day he'continu- 
edinit; during which time, the Cardinal again conſpired his death, 
cauſing aletter to be ſent to him,: as if it been from his familiar friend, 
the Laird of Kinney, defiring him with all poſſible ſpeed to come to. 


him, for that he was taken with a ſudden ficknefle, In the mean time: 
| Bbb he 


— 


| 
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he Gates 


Dundee. 


ſery,&c.By which Sermon he ſo raiſed up the hearts of thoſe that heard 


When the plague was almoſt quite ceaſed, he took his leave of 


| 


He provided all things neceſfary for ſuch 


But whilſt he was thus buſying himſelf for the com-|. 


aday the Sermon being ended, and the people departed, ſuſpedting no" jje js n dan- 


My Gods Provi- 


com'n21io 


Chaticy, 


gerof being 
muithered, 


dence, 


He preſerves 
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Meditation, LS 
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Popith malic," 
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| 370 | T kelife of Maſter George Whiſchard, 
| he had provided ſixty menarmedto lie in wait within amile and na half 
| | of Montroſſe to murther him as he paſſed by that way ; The letter com} 
| ing to his hands by a boy , who alfo brought him an horfe to ride en; | 
accompanied with tome honeſt men his friends, he fer forwards ; | 
bur ſuddenly. ſtopping and muling a ſpace,he returned back again, which 
a P.ophefie, | they wondring at, asked him the cauſe; to whom he ſaid, 7 will not go, | 
1 am forbidden of God, I am aſſured there is treaſon : Let ſome of you go to 
yordey place andtell me what you finde , which they doing, tound our the: 
treaſon, and haſtily returning back , they told maſter Wiſchard of ir. 
whereupon he ſaid; 7 krow that I ſhall end my life by that blood-thirſty mans | 
hands; but it will not be on this manner, 
MW The time approaching wherein he ſhould meet the Gentlemen ar 
4 Edinburgh, he took his leave and departed ; by the way he lodged with 
a faithful brother called Fames Watſon of Inner Gowry ; in the night! 
time he gat up and went into a yard; which two men hearing, privily : 
followed him; There he walked inan Alley for ſome ſpace, breath- 
ing forth many ſobs and deep grones, then he fell upon his knees, and 
his grones ificreaſed ; Then he tell upon his face 5; Thoſe that watched 
him, hearing him weeping and praying, in which poſture he continued | 
His fervent | near an hour ; then getting up he came to his bed again; Thoſe | 
-| ycrinde | whichattended him, making as though they were ignorant of all, came 
| and asked him where he had been? but he would not anſwer them; the 
[next day they importuned him again, ſaying, Be plain with us, for we} 
| heard your mouining, and ſaw your geſtures; then he with a dejected þ 
/ countenance, ſaid, 7 had rather you had been in your beds; bur they ſtill 
preſſing upon him to know ſomething;he ſaid, 7 will rell you 5, I am aſ- 
ſured that my warfare i ncar at an end, and therefore pray to God with 
me that now I ſhrink not when the battel waxeth moſt hot , When they 
| heard this, they fell a weeping, ſaying, Thes i (mall comfort to us; Then | 
A Provten} | faid he.God fhall ſend you comfort after me, "This Realme ſhatl be illu- 
pheſie, | a "| 
; minated with the light of Chriſts Goſpel as clearly as any Realme ſince the 
| dayes of the Apoſtles ; The houſe of God ſhall be built in it , yea it ſhall not 
' lack, in deſpite of all enemies, the top-ſtone ; Neither will it be long be- 
' fore this be accompliſhed; Many ſhall not ſuffer after me , till the glory of 
| ; God ſhall appear and triumph in deſpight of Satan : But alaſſe | If the - | 
EE: ' ple ſhall An prove nnthankful, then fearful and terrible ſhall the 
> | Plagwes be that ſhall follow, | 
>| Hecomesw | | Then wenthe forward on his journey, and came to Leith , but hear- | 
Jos 6 | ing nothing of thoſe Gentlemen that were to meet him, he kept him- 
ſelf private a day or two : thendid he grow very penſive , and being 
| - | asked the reaſon of it; he ſaid, What do 1 differ from a dead man, but that 
| * | Teat and drink? HithertoGod hath uſed my labors for the inſtruition of others, 
and to the diſcloſing of darkneſſe , and now I Inrk as a man aſhamed that 
dare not ſhew his face:hereby they perceived that his defire was to preach, 
wherenpon they ſaid to him,7t's moſt comfortable to ws to bear :08, but be- 
| Courage. | cy fe we know the danger wherein you ſtand, we dave not defire it ; But faid 
he, if you dare hear, let God provide for me as beſt pleaſeth him; and ſo ut 
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was concliniea that tlienext day heſhould preach in Zeb; his text was: 


of the Parable of #55 Sow, Mar.1g, The Sermon ended,the Gentiemen: 
of Lou!/4/9, who were eaneftProfefiors.of Jeſus Chriſt, would riot ſat- 
fer him\to ſtay ar L2ich, becauſe che Governour and Cardinal wereſhors-' 
ly to come to Edinburgh, bur rook him:along with them ; and ſo he! 
preached at Brunſtone, Langucdine, and Ormſtone, then was he requeſt- 
ed to preach ar Fxeresk neer Muſcelbrugh, where he'had a greit conflu- 
ence of people, and amongſt them Sir George Dowelas, who atter. Ser- | 
mon, (aid publickly, 7 know that the Gevernour and Cardinal will heay that | 
I have been at this Sermon : but let them know that Twill avow it, and will 
maintain both the dottrine, and the Preacher to the uttermoſt of my power ; 
This much rejoyced thoſe that were preſent. | TACPED 
 Amoneſt others that came to hear him. preach, there were two 
Gray-triars , who, ſtanding at the Church door , whiſpered co ſuch as 
came 1n : which Wiſchard obſerving , faid to the people , 1 pray you 
| make roome for th:ſe two men, it may be they come to learn ; and turning 
tro them, he {aid , Come neer , for I efſure you , you ſhall hear the Word of 
truth , which this day: ſhall ſcale up to you either your ſalvation or damna- 
tion ; and fo he proceeded in his Sermon, ſuppoſing that they 'wonld 
be quiet; but when he perceived that they ſtill continued to ditturb all 
the people that ſtood near them , he ſaid to them the ſecond time wich 
an angry countenance ; O Miniſters of Satan, and deceivers of the ſout: 
f men; will ye neither hear Gods truth your ſelwves', nor ſuffer others to 
hear it ® Depart and take this for your portion ; God ſhall ſhortlyconfound 
and diſcloſe your hypocrifie within this Kingdom ; ye ſhall be abominatle- to 
men. and your places and habitations ſhall be deſolate, Thijs he'ſpake with 
much ——_ , and turning to the people, he {ad,: Theſe men have 
provoked the Spirit of God to anger ; and then-he proceeded to the endot 
his Sermon, (74.6 7971 1d 9 
-- Afterwards he preached indivers other places,the people much-flock- 
ing after him; Inall his Sermons foretelling the ſhortnefle of time.rhar 
he had to travel, and the near approaching of his death, of 
./- Coming to Haddington, his auditory began much to decreilſe; :the 


cauſe, as it was conceived, was this, The Earle Bothwell, who had.grear 
obſervance inthoſe parts, by-the inſtigation of the Cardinal , had jn- 
hibited both thoſe of the Town and Countrey trom hearing! him; 
Preſently after,as he wzs going to Church, he received letter fron the 
Welt-countrey Gentlemen , and havingread it, he called Foh»*Knox; 
| who: had diligently waited upon him-.{tnce he cameinto: Lotharne:.t0 
| whom he ſaid that he was a. weary of the world , becaufe he ſawathat 
men began to be weary of God; for faith he, rhe Genthemen -of.:the 
Weſt have ſent. me word , that they cannot keep theirmeeting vavis- 
atzburgy-; Forn Knox wondring that he ſhould; enter.into conterencs | 
about.cheſe things {o immediately before his-Serman\\-contrary:echis 


the preſent to:your meditations, Then did Maſter Wiſchard.wabk ug qu 
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cyſtome , (aid;to him z Sir, Sermon-time approaches, 1 mall leavty you wy 


| 


[OP about. half an hour ,; his, ſad-cquntenance-declaring\ the-gockat| 


| 374 | 


Ht. departyre | 
from Leith, 
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He goes to | 
H.llington, | 


[2 


| 
Fohn Knor : 
Sce hisluein | 
wy firſt pa;t, | 
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| A Prophelic. 
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His 
ſion 
well, 


[his mind: at laſt hewent into the Pulpit, and his Auditory being ve- 


{ chy holie Word ſhall be deſpiſed, ,and men ſhall 


appreher- ' Boy, by the Earle Batbwel, ſuborned thereunto by the Cardinal, . The 
by Bob- | 12nner was thus;\Aﬀer Sermon he took his laſt farewel of all his friends | 


| itt Haddrngton; 


{ 


{ three thouſand perſons at a vain and wicked play:and now to hear the Meſſeu- 


ry ſmall , he began on this manner: O Lord, how long ſhall it ve that 
[ not regard their own ſalvati- 
hat in thee thrre uſed tobe two 61 | 


03.7 T have heard:of thee,0 Haddington, 


ger of the eternal God, of all the Pariſh can ſcarce be numbred one hun- | 
dred preſent, Sore and fearful ſhall be the plagues that ſhall enſv: apox 
this thy contempt ; with fire and [word ſhalt thou be plagued, yea thru 
Haddingrton in ſpecial, ftrangers ſhall poſſeſſe thee 5 and you the preſent 
znhabitants ſhall either in benilie erve your enemies , or elſe you ſhall be 
_—_— from your own habitations , and that becauſe ye have nt k;zown, nor 
wits know the time of your viſitation. | 
"This Propheſie was accompliſhed not long after, when the Eng1!/} 
took Haddington, made it a garriſon, enforced many of the inhabitants 
co flie: oppreſled others; and after awhile, a great plague breaking forth 
in the Town, whereof multitudes died, the Engliſh were at 1:ſt torced 
eo quit it,who at their departure burnt and ſpoiled great part of it,leav- 
ing 1t to be poſſeſſed by ſuch as could firſt ſeize upon it, which were the 
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for 
| for the Governourand Cardinal were within a mile witha great pow- 


| be: done to mi but 'by 


French that came as Auxiliaries to Scotland , witha few of the ancient 
inhabitants ,- ſo that. Haddingtos to this day never recovered her for- 
mer beauty, nor yet men of {uch wiſdome and ability as did formerly 
inhabir it. y | Jad, 

That night was Mafter 77ifeheart apprehended in the houſe of Orze- 


—_ an An A... 


= Knox would faine have gone with him; but hefaid, | 
Rethrn'to your children, and God bleſſe you; One us ſufficient for one ſacrifice, | 
Then went he the Laird of ormeſtons with ſome: others that accompa- | 
nied him. After Supper he held a comfortable diſconrfe of Gods love 
to his children, then he appointed the 51. Pſa/zs to be ſung, and ſo re- 
tired ro his chamber. | 
Before midnight the houſe was beſet : and the Ear]e Bothwell called } 


the Laird of the houſe , and told him that it was in vain to refiſt, 


er; butif he-would deliver Maſter 7V:{cherd to him, he would promiſe 
upon his honour that he ſhould be ſafe, and that rhe Cardinal ſhould 
not hurt him; Maſter /iſchard ſaid, open the gates, the Will of God 
be done ;, and Bothwell coming in, Wiſchard 'faid to him , T praiſe my 
God that ſo honourable a man as 9bu, my Lord, receive me this night ;, for | 
1 am: perſwaded that for your ' honours ſake you will ſuffer nothing to'} 
order of Law ? 1 leſſe feare to die openly , than 
ſecretly to be murthered - Then ſaid Bothwel , I will nt only preſerve | 
your: body from all violence a6 pond be intended againſt you without order | 
of Law,” but 1 alſo promiſe-in the preſence of theſe Gentlemen, that nei- 
ther the Governor, nor Cardinal ſhall have their will of you ,- but I will 
keep you im mine own houſe, till T either ſet you free , or veſtore you the 
#f you 


; ſarve- place where'I receive you ;* Then faid the Lairds, 'My Lord, 


: | make | 
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The Life'of Mafier George W hilc wrd. || 
wake good your promiſe, which we preſume you will, we our ſelves will not 4 
only has you, but-we will procure all the Profeſſors in Lothain to do the 
{ame, &c, Theſe. promiſes being made in the preſence of God , and | | 
hands being ſtricken by both parties, the Earle took Maſter Wi{chard | | 
and ſo depaited, - WEE | | 

Maſter Wiſchard was carried to Edenbwygh, But gold and women ea- |,,. :. ca 
ſily corrupt fleſhly men ; for the Cardinal gave Bothwel gold ;, and the to Edenburgh. 
Queen, that was t90 familiar with him , promiſed him her favour , if bd ar. 
he would deliver Maſter Wiſchard into Edenburgh Caſtle,which. he did; Cate paatd | 
and ſhortly after he was delivered to the blood- thirſty Cardinal: who, i J 
leeing that it was forbjdden by their Cannon Law for a Prieſt to ſit as WE 
a Judge upon lite and death ; he ſent to the Governour,requeſting him | 
to; appoint ſome Lay- Judge to paſle ſentence of death upon Maſter | 
Wiſchard. , $ 

The Goyernout would eafily have yielded to his requeſt, but .that. 
David Hamiltqn,a godly man told him, tha he couldexpec no better. F 
an end than Sawl, jf he perſecuted the truth which formerly he had pro-' 
 feſled, &c.  Hereupon the. Governour ſent the Cardinal word; that he 
| would haveno hand inſhedding the blood of that good man; The Caz-. 
dinal being angry, returned this anſwer, that he: had ſent to him of meer | 
Civility, and that he would proceed without him, ando tothe: great = 
erict of rhe godly, the Cardinal carried Maſter }#rfeheart. to Saint Av ye scarriedto 
drews, and put him into the Tower there; and without any-long delay 'St. Andrews. | 
| he cauſed all the Biſhops, and other great Clergy+mento be calleg ro-j ©» 
gether to Saint Andrews, ://. 7 _ - a 

Feb. ult. 1546, Maſter Wiſchard was. ſear for to appear before 
them, to give an account of his ſegitious and Hereticel doftrine,as hey Þ| 
called itz The Cardinal cauſed all his retinue to come armed tothe place Ro HE 
of their ſitting , which was the Abby-church, whither when Maſter | ++ | 
Wiſchard was brought, there was a poor man lying ar the door , that 
asked his almes, ro whom he flung his purſe , 2 he came before che 
Cardinal, there was a Dean appointed to preach ; whoſe Sermon beg | 
ended, Wiſchard was put up into. the Pulpit ro hear his charge. : po. 
one Lawder, a Prieſt, ſtood over againſt him, and read: a ſcrowle full of 
| bitter accuſations and curſes, ſo that the-ignorant people thought that fo. 
che earth would have opened and ſwallowed up Wiſchard quick : but he 1 
ſtood with great patience withoiut-moving, or once changing bis coun- 
renance:;; The Prieſt having-ended his curſes, (pat at Maſter Wiſchargs | | 
face, ſaying, hat: an[wereſt hou? thaw Runnagate; Traytor, Thief gfe. | His pence. 
Then did Maſter Y7+{chard tall upon his knees, making his prayerun- 
| ra God z after which he ſaid, Many and horrible [ayings wats me a Chtt- | 
ſtian man, many words aborunable for to hear, have ye. ſpoken here this day, 
which not oztly to teach, bat even:to think , I ever thought it 4 greet:14: | 
| bomination, crc.” Then did he give them an accounc.ot bis de Ine, | 
A every. Article as farre as they would give him leave to | 
| | PEAR 7, il 2 ; Th | $14 3.9.6 DEEI34-01 4: hh 4 
® | - Bur they without having any regard to his ſober and godly ayfivers; 
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© O immortal God, how long wilt thou {uffer the ra 


: | ge , and great 
* do further thy Word n this world, whereas they on the contraty feek 
© ro deſtroy the truth,whereby thou haſt revealed thy ſelf to theworld, 

<8:.OLord , we know cettainly that thy rrueifervants muſt needs (ut- 


<preſent world ;- yet we deftre that thou wouldeſt preſerve and detend 
&rhy Cl.irch which thou haft choſen beforethe foundations of the 
*Eorld ,- and give thy people grace to hear thy Word, and to berth 

'© true ſervants in this preſent lite. 
'21Then were the common people put our, the Biſhops nor defiring 
that they ſhould hear the innocent man ipeak, and fo they ſent him a- 
gain to the Caſtle, till the fire ſhould be made ready; In the Caſtle came 


4 


[preached even now. and 1 will ſpeak with him ; Then was the Sub-Prior 


going to the Cardinal, told him that he came nor to intercede for Ma- 
RerWiſchards life, but to make known his innocency to all men , ar 
whichi'words rhe Cardinal was very angty, ſaying : We knew long ago 
| whax you were, 5 c | - 
| - The Captain of the Caſtle with ſome friends coming: to Maſter 


Wiſchard, asked him if he would break his faſt with them : yea, ſaid 


| he, very willingly, for T know you be honeſt men ;; In-the mean time 


| He admini- | he defired them to hear'him alirtle ; and? ſo he: diſcourfed to them a- 


bout the Lords Supper, his ſufferings and-death for us, exhorting them 
tolove one another , laying aſide allranicor and malice-as becomes the 
members of Teſts Chriſt , who continually intercedes for us to his Fa- 


|*he#!® Afterwards he gave thanks, and' bleffing the bread and wine, 
|Hetbok the bread and brakeſit, giving it toevery one, ſaying, eate this, 


 remembty that Chriſt died for #s, and feed on it ſpiritually ;; ſo taking the 
Cup; he-bidethem remember that Chriſts blood was ſhed for them, &Cc. 
ave" thanks and prayed for them , and ſoretired 'into' his 


F4 


The Cardira's.! 


- Preſentiy-came rwo Execut 1 the 
on'himn x black'linnen coart', the other brought him bags'of powder, 
which'they tied about ſeveral 'parts of his body, 'and+ſo they-brought 


| him forth tethe-place of execution; over" againſt which place, the 
Caftle windows' were hung-with rich hangings; and Velvet Cuſhi-: 


\ ons aid for the- Cardinal and Prelates, who-from thence fed their eyes 
he torments of thisinnocent man; The Cardinal teating left W:ſe- 


io be bent! againſt the place of his execution , and: commanded 
ers to ſtand ready all the time of his burning; Then were: his 


harids Bound behind tis back,& fo he was carried forth; Inthe "ny ſome 
" 2408 eBgars 


< cruelty of the ungodly to exerciſe their tury npon thy fervants,which | 


<« fe#'for thy names ſtke perſecutions, aMictions, and troublesin this | 


y—_— 


tivo Friars to him, requiring him to make his Confeſſion to them , ro | 
{whom he ſaid, 7 will make no confeſsion to'you, but fetch me that man who 


with whom he conferred a pretty while, till the Sub-prior wept ,/ who 


1d berefened by his-friends , cauſed all the Ordnance in-the 


y condemned him to be burnt, After which'ſentence he falling | 
. [upon his Knees, fald, | 
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beggars met him, asking-his alms for Gods fake: To whom he ſaid, My 
| hands are bound wherewith I was wont to give you almes : but the mer- 
ciful Lord , who of his bounty and abundant grace feeds all men, | 
F vouchſate to give you neceflaries both for your bodies and ſouls. 
| Then two Friars met him , perſwading him to pray to our Lady to me- 
diare for him z; to whom he meek ly ſaid , Ceaſe, tempt me uot, 1 entreat 
you : and ſo witha rope about hisneck , and a chaineabout his middle, 
he was led to the five : then falling upon his knees, he thrice repeated; 
0 thou Saviour of the world have mercy upon me; Father of heaven,1 com-' 
mend my ſpirit 13to thy holy hands : Then turning to the people, he (aid: 
<« Chriſtian brethren and ſiſters, I beſeech you be not offended at the 
<< Word of God tor the torments which you ſee prepared for me ; bur 
-<© Texhort you that ye love the Wordof God for your ſalvation, and 
' © ſuffer patiently, and with a comfortable heart for the Words ſake, 
|< which is your undoubted ſalvation and everlaſting comfort ; I'pray 
« you alſo thew my brerhren and ſiſters which have often heard me, 
&« that they ceaſe not to levrae the Word of God which Itaughr chem, 
& according to the meaſuieot grace given-to me, for no perſecution 
«gr trouble in this world whatſoever ; and ſhew them that the do- 
<« &rine was no old wives fables, but the truth of God; for it I had 
<« taught mens doctrine, I had had greater thanks from men: bur tor the 
& Word of Gods ſake I now ſuffer, not ſorrowfully, but with a glad 
<« heart and minde: For this cauſe I-was ſent that I ſhould ſuffer this 
<« fire for Chriſts ſake; behold my face , you ſhall nor ſee me change 
&© my countenance : I feare not the fire ; andif perſecution come to you | 
< for the Words ſake, I pray you fear net them that can kill! the body, 
&« and have no power to hurt the ſoul, &c, Then he prayed for them which 
accuſed him, ſaying , I befecch thee father of heaven, forgive them that 
have of ignorance , or of an evil mind, forged lies of me : I forgive 
theme with all my heart ; I beſeech Chrift to foroive them that have 
condemned me this day iznorantly : Then turning to the people again, 
he ſaid, 1 beſeech you brethren, exhort your Prelates to learn the Word 
' of God, that they may be aſhamed to ds evil, and learn to do_ good, or 
| Felſe there ſhall ſhortly come upon them the wrath of God which they | 
ſhall not eſchew;, Then the Executioner upon his knees , ſaid, Sir, I 
| prfy you forgive me, for I am nor the cauſe of your death: and he cal- | 
ling him to him, kifſed his cheeks, ſaying, Lo here i a token that I forgive | 
| thee, My heart, do thine office; and ſo he was tied tothe ſtake , and the | 
fire kindled, ; | | 
The Captain of the Caſtle coming near him , bade him be of good 
' courage, and to beg for him the pardon of his ſin; to whom Maſter 
Wiſchard aid, T his fire torments my body , but no whit abates my ſþirits; 
then looking towards the Cardinal, he ſaid, He who in (uch ftate| 
| from that high place, feeds hu eyes with my torments, within few dayes ſhall 
be hanzed ont at th: ſame window tobe ſeen with 4s much ignominie as he 
now leans there with pride , and ſo his breath being ſtopped, hewas con- 


| ſumed by the fire. | 
; This | 
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This Propheſie was fulfilled, when after the Cardinal was ſlain, | 
the Provoſt raiſing-the Town , came to the Caſtle gates, crying, What 
have you done with my Lord Cardinal ? Where is my Lord Cardinal ? To 

whom they within anſwered , Return to your houſes, for he hath received 
| hes reward . and will trouble the world no more : But they ſtill cryed , pye | 
will never depart till we ſee him ;, Then did the Zeflies hang him our at 
that window to ſhew that he was dead, and ſo the people de-| 
arted, : | | 
| ; But God left not the death of this holy man long unrevenged : for 
the people did generally cry out of the cruelry uſed againſt him, eſpeci- 
ally Fohn Leſley, brother to the Earle of Rothes, and Norman Leſley his 
The Crain, | Coulin,tell toul upon the Cardinal for it : but he thought himſeltſtrong 
oride, andcar- | ENOugh for all Scotland , ſaying , Tuſh, a fig forthe fools, and a button for 
| nalconfidence. | the brageing of Hereticks, Ts not the Lord Governour mine , — 
his eldeſt ſonne for a pledge at my table ? Have T not the Gueen at my de- 
wotron ? Ts not France my friend ? why ſhould 7 fear any danger ? yet he| 
had laid a deſigne to cut off ſuch as he feared and bated, which was diſ- 


| covered after his death by letters and memorials found about him. He 


kept himſelf for his greater ſecurity in his /Caftle; and on a Frida 
{ night there came to the Town of Saint Andrews, Norman Leſley, ppil- 
| liam Kircaldy,Fohn Leſlley, and ſome others; and on the Saturday morn- 
ing they met together not far from the Caſtle,waiting till the gate was 
The Caſtle | opened, and the draw-bridge let down, for the receiving in ſome lime 
furprized. © | and ſand, to repair ſome decays about the Caſtle, which being done, X;7- 
| caldy, with fix more,went to the Porter, falling into diſcourſe with him, 
| till the Zeſlies came alſo with ſome other company : the Porter ſeeing 
| them, would have drawn up the Bridge, but he was prevented , and |. 
| whilſt he endeavoured to keep them out at the gate, his head was brok- 
en, and the Keys taken from him; The Cardinal was afleepia bed. for 
' all night he had for his bedtellow, Miſtris Mary Ogleby, who was a little 
Popiſh un- | before gone from him out at the Poſtern gate, and therefore the Cardi- } 
cleauneſſe. * 021] was gone to his reſt. | 
| There were about one hundred workmen in the Caſtle, which fee- 
ing what was done, cried our, but, without hurt, they were turned out 
at the wicket gate; Then YYlliam Kircaldy went to ſecure the Poſtera 
left the Cardinal ſhould make an eſcape that way : The reſt golng 
to the Geatlemens chambers, who were above fitry, without hurting 
them, they turned them all out atthe gate; They which undertook this 
enterpriſe were but eighteen men. The C ardinal being awaked with the 
noiſe , asked out at the window what was the matter? Anſwer was 
made, that Norman Leſl:y had taken his Caſtle : Then did heattewpt co 
have eſcaped by the Poſterne, burfinding that to be kepr, he returned 
to his chamber : and with the help of his Chamberlain fell to barrica- 
| doing up thedoor with cheſts, and ſuch things: Then came up Fohr 
| Leſley and bids open the door : The Cardinal asked, who was there * 
He anſivered Fohn Leſley : The Cardinal ſaid, Iwill have Norman , for 


he is my friend : Content your ſelf, ſaid the other, with thoſe rae are 
- ere; 
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here : and ſo they fell to breaking open the. door; in the mean , 
time the Cardinal hid a box of gold under ſome coales in a ſecret cor- | 
ner. Then he faid to them, Will ye ſave my _ Fohn Leſley an- 
ſwered, It may be that we will, Nay, ſaid the Cardinal, ſwezre 
unto me by Gods wonnds that you will , and then 1 will open the door ;; 
chen ſaid Fohy , that which was ſaid, is unſaid, and fo he called for | 
| fire to burn down the door , whereupon the door was opened, and | | 
the Cardinal fare him down in his chair, crying, I am 4 Prieft, I i 
| am a Prieft, ye will not ſlay mes Then Fohn Leſley and another ſtrack him | 
once or twice ; But Maſter Fames Melvin, a man that had been very | 
familiar with Wiſchard, and of a modeſt and gentle nature , percel- | 
ving them both to be in choler , plucked them back, ſaying, This 
work and judgement of God alt hh it be [ecret , onght to be done with 
great gravity: And fo preſenting him the point of his fword , he; 
laid , Repent thee of thy former wicked life , but eſpecially of ſheding | 
the blood of that notable Inſtrument of God, Mafter George Witheart, hon "NA 
who though he was conſumed by the fire before men, yet cries 'it for. : broth w 
wvenztance upon thee , and we from God are ſent to revenge it; for 
here, befere my God T proteſt, that neither the hatred of thy perſon , the 
love of thy riches , nor the feare of any hutt thou couldſt have| © 
| done me, moveth me to ſtrike thee; but :onely becauſe thou' ha#t 
been , and ſtill remaineft an obſtinate enemie againſt Feſus Chriſt 
and his holy 6efe 3 and fo he thruſt him through the body, who 
falling down, ipake never a word , but 7 ama Prieſt, Tama Prieft - 
| Fie, Fie, all i gone. TY | | 
Thedeathot this Tyrant was grievous to the Queen Mother, with 
{whom he had two much familiarity, as with many other women z as 
alſo to the Romuriſts, though the people of God wete freed from' their | 
fears in a great meaſure thereby, | 04145 ILIGIIE 1 Soba © : 
Anno 1550, There was one Adam Wallace, a man'that had no| 44" rallace. 
| great learning , but was zealous in Godlinefle,- and of an upright life; 
| him the Biſhop of Saint Axdrews cauſed to' be apprehended 7 and | | 
carried to Edenburgh , where after a while' he was brought to\juttge- = 
ment before Duke Hamilton, Huntly, and divers others ; The'Biſhops 
and their inſtrements accuſed him: Firſt; that he took upon him! to 
preach; to which he anſwered, that he never judged himſelf. wor- | | 
thy of ſo excellent a Vocation , and therefore never took on him' to 
preach ; yet he denyed noc, that in private places'he'uſed to teat the 
Word, and out of it to exhort. ſuch as were willing to hear him. 
Knavc , quoth one , What have you todo to meddle with the” Srri- 
ptures * 1 think, ſaid he, its every- ones. duty: to labour to' khow: 
the will of God, and to get aſſurance of his ſalvation, which is to 
be found in the Old and New Teſtament, What then, faid ano- 
ther, ſhall we leave tothe Chnrch-men to do? To'whom he anſwered, "0 IG 
their work is publickly ro preach the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt , and | ace; Me 
to feed the flock which he hath redeemed with his own blogd , : 
jas all true Paſtors are commanded to do, &c, The BiſhoBs being angry 
FO® CGce hererat, | 
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| mongſt other queſtions , asked bim- what he thought of Patrick Hs 
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hereat, -cauſed his charge further toberezd; asthathe denyed Purga- 
tory, praying to Sants, and for the dead, &c. To which he anſwered, 
char hehad oft tead over the Bible., and yet found no mention of Pur- | 
gatory , nor command to pray to the Saints , or for the dead; 'There- 
fore 1 believe, ſaid he, they are but meer "inventions of '"men , deviſed 
ar covetouſneſſe ſake. Then did they ask him what he thought of the: 
Meas He anſwered, I ſay as my Lord Teſus Chriſt ſaid , Tha; 


which is greatly eſteemed before men , is abominatios 'before God | 
Then .cryed they all out, Herefie, Hereſie, and (0 and fo adjudged him to | 
the fire, which he patiently underwent the fame day upon the Caſtle- | 
hill. - IETTES GOL 

Anno 1553. Henry Forreſt was accuſed of Herefie, but when they 
brought him to trial, nothing could. be proved againſt him , where- ! 
upon they ſent him to Friar Zangius to be confefled, 'The Friar a- | 
milton , who had been formerly burned for Religions He woken 
that he was a good man , and that his Articles were to be maintained. 
This wicked Friar diſcovered his Confeſſion , which was raken as a 
ſufficient proof againſt the poor man , who thereupon was condemned 
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to be burnt. As he went to the place of execution , he complained 
of the Friar who" had : berrayed him, faying', Let no, man trufl 
the falſe Friars after Me.» :They are deſpiſers of 'God,, and. de- 
ceivers of men; and ſo in the flames he reſigned up his ſpiric unto 

Anno 1558. Andrew Oliphant accuſed one Walter Mill, former- 
ly a Prieſt ; whobeingat Prayer'; Oliphant 'faid 'to himd , Riſe np Sir 
Frahker..; Bur when he had- ended his prayers , he Haid, My name 
i VValter : 1 have been too Jong one of the" Popes Knights, Then ſaid 
Oliphant , Thou keepeſt my Lords too long here; therefore make an 
end, ..: Heanſvered , 7 23ſt obey God rather than men :* Wheri he was 
broughs forth. co. judgement: , they asked him concerning Prieſts mar- 
riage;. he. anſwered ac 18 ' 2 Gods. Ordinance. that they which cannot ab- 
[tain ſhould margy. But you abhor it , wowing chaſtity , which you can- 


at. berp > but take; ather mens.'wives and daughters ; Then they - asked 
Uim.if therewere not ſeven Sacraments * he anſwered, Grve me two, and 
take.you the reſt, alter other ny os asked him it he would re- 
cant: He anſwered-.;: 1 aw:corn and not chaſfe, I will not recant the truth * 
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| His foecchat Bits gs. n0t; for, that;};, bat ' for Gods truth contained in his VVord of 
| death. , 1z i Old 


Then they commanded him: 10 =_ the ſtake; but he ſaid, 7 the 
law of God 1am forbidden to lay: hands on my own ſelf, therefore do you 
aut meznto the firtiland you ſhail fee my reſolntzon. Having made his Prayer 
to, God, he faid te the; people ; Although I, have been a great ſnner. , 


4 and: Naw. Teftament that 1 now ſuffer ; and God out of his 
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t. mercy Anh honour. me ſo farre , as to make. me amoneſt other 
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Fl his ſervants; ſeate bis truth with my blood ; Dear friends, as you! 
Roſes e eternal:\death,be: mo more ' ſeduced with Iyes of Arch: \ 
biſhep, « Bi ops: Alhots, ' Priogs,. GC, but only truſt in God , ana 
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ſo he quietly ſlept in the Lord; and was the laſt man thar Cied for Reli- 
gion 1n Scotland, | 
Colletted ont of the Hiſtory of the Reformation in Scotland, | 


_ Conan XK . 


T he Perſecution of the Church an Ireland, Anno | 
Chriſti, 1642. 


| WY Hough the barbarous cruelty uſed by the 7riſh againſt the Eng-| 
liſh, go uſually under the name of Rebellion, yer I rather look up- | 

on it as, and chuſe to call ita perſecution , becauſe their cruelties were | 
exerciſed upon Proteſtants only , ſo farreas ever I could hear ; neither | 
were the Ezeliſh Papiſts murthered , yea they joyned with the 7rſþ in | 
CY of their brethren, Beſides, the Jeſuires, Prieſts, and Friars 
were the chief inſtigators ro theſe murthers , ſtirriag-up continually 
all ſorts, both of the Gentry and Communalty, to ſhew the utmoſt of 
their zeal therein ; and when their defigne was ſo ſurely laid , chat they 
choughrtit impoſſible to be prevented , they did in their publick deyo- 
tions recommend by their Prayers the good ſucceſle of a great de- 
ſigne, tending much to the advancement of the Catholick cauſe ; and 
chat they mighr ſtir up the people with the greater animoſity and 
crueJty to put it in execution, they everywhere declaimed loudly | 
againſt the Proteſtants, ſaying, That they were Hereticks, not to be ſuf- 
fered any longer to live amoneſt them; that it was no more ſin to kill 
one of them, than to kill a dog ;, and that it was a mortal and unpardonable ſin 
to relieve or protect any of them, : 

They alſo with much acrimony repreſented the ſevere courſes | 
takei by the Parliament of England to ſupprefle the Romiſh Reli- | | 
210n, aad utterly to extirpate the Proteflors of ir: They told them | popid, lyes. 
that in Exzlazd they had cauſed the Queens Prieſts to be hanged be- 
tore her face , and that they held herſelf under a moſt ſevere diſci- 
pline ; and that the like cruel Laws ſhould be made againſt Popery in | 
Ireland, ec, | 

When their plots were ripe for execution , we finde their firſt pro- 
cecdings againſt the Engliſh very various; ſome of the 7r;jh only 
{tripping and expelling them; others murthering man, woman , 
and childe without mercy ; yet all refolving univerſally to root out all 
the Proteſtants out of 7reland; yea, (0 deeply malicious were they a- 
2ainſt the Exzliſh Proteſtants, that they would not endure the very | The mice a- | 
found of that language, but would have all ſuch puniſhed as ſpake 1 
Engliſ = the names ot all Exeliſh places they would have changed in- | © 
to 01M Tr?ſh, h 

In many places they killed the Engl;þ Cowes and Sheep, meerly 
WCC 2 - becaule| 


Popiſh malice. | 


Popiſh malice 
cruelty. 


Popiſhperfi- 
dic aſnefle. 
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becauſe they were Eglifh:- ſometimes they cur off their legs, or cut 
out a piece of their buttock, and fo left them to live in pain : yea in ſome 
places, what they could not devoure, they killed, and lett in great my1ti- 
tudes ſtinking in the fields, : 

' The Prieſts gavethe Sacrament unto divers of the 7riſh, upon con- 
dition that they ſhould neither ſpare man , woman nor childe of the 
Proteſtants, ſaying , that it did them a great deale of good to waſh their l 
hands irftheir blood, One Hallizan a Prieſt, read an excommunication 
againſt all rhoſe , that from chenceforth ſhould relieve or harbou: 
any Epgliſh, Scotch, or Y Yelch man, or give them almesar their doores, 
whereby many were famiſhed to death, The Friars with tears ex- 
horted them not to ſpare any of the Engliſh; they boaſted,that when they 
had deſtroyed them in Ireland, they would go over into Exe- 
laxd, and not leave the memorial of an Engliſh man under hea- 
ven, 

They openly profeſſed, that they held ichs lawful co kill a Proteſtant, 
as to kill a ſheep or a dog. One of their Prieſts ſaid,that it was no more 
pity or conſcience to take their lives or eſtates from them, than to rake 
2a bone out of a dogs mouth, 

The day before this Maſlacre was to begin, the Prieſts gave the 


| from them by the Exg/zſh. As alſo to ſtrip, rob, and deſpoil them of| 


| 


= 


pot a diſmiſſe at Maſle, with treg liberty to go out and take pofleſ- | 


fion of all their lands , which they pretended to be unjuſtly detained 


all their goods and cattel ; the Proteſtants being as they rold them, | 
worſe than Dogs, tor they were Divels,andſerved the Divel, and there- 
fore the killing of ſuch was a meritorious-a& , and a rare preſeryative 
againſt the pains of Purgatory ; for that the bodies of ſuch of them | 
as diedin this quarrel ſhould nor be cold , before their ſoules ſhould 
aſcend up into heaven, fo that they ſhould not need to feare the paines 
of Purgatory ; and this cauſed ſome of theſe Murtherous Cars to 
boaft , after they had ſlain many of the Engliſh, that they 
knew that jf they ſhould dye preſently they ſhould go ſtrait ro Hea- 
ven, : 

The chief Gentlemen of the 7riſh, when this perſecution firſt be- 
gan, perſwaded many of their Proteſtant neighbours , that if they 
would bring their goods and cattel ro them, they would ſecure them 
from the rage of the common people; and hereby they got abun- 
dance peaceably into their hands , whereof they cheated the 'Prote- 
ſtants , refuſing to reſtore them again ; yet ſo confident were the Pro- 
teſtants at firſt of their good dealing in regard of former familiarity, that 
they gave them Inventories of all they had; nay digged up ſuch of 
their beſt things as they had hidden in the ground , and depoſited 


them in their cuſtody, They alſo gat much into their hands by tair pro- | 


miſes, and deep oaths and engagements, that if they would deliver them 
their goods, they would ſuffer them with their wives and children quierly 
to depart the Country; yer having got what they could, they atterwards | 


murthered them, | 
| Having 
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Hav ing thus ſeiſed upon all their goods and cartel , ranſack't their 8 
houſes, and gotten their perſons under their power, the next work | 
was to ſtrip man, woman , and childe ſtark-naked,, and ſo to tutn' 
them out of doors, not ſuffering them ſo much as to ſhelter themſelyes Þ:odigious. 
under buſhes, or in the woods , ſtrictly prohibiting all the 9riſþ, un- (956 
der great penalties , not to give them any relief as they paſſed in the 
high wayes ; and their great deſigne herein was, that they on whom | 
they would not lay their hands and cruelly murther in cold blood, | 
might miſerably periſh through. cold, nakednefle, and want ; and ' 
therefore if any of them gat any old rags to .cover their nakedneſle ' 
with, they ſtripped them again and again, ſometimes twice or thrice 
' over, the 1riſh women being vey active herein, yea they taught their 
very children to do the like; yea they would not leave to the women fo 
much as a ſmock or an hairlace: So that many of them being ſtarved, 
fell down dead in the high wayes : Ochers that gat to any Exgliſh towa, zany tarved 
| by reaſon of famine, and cold ſuffered by the way , died fo ſoon as they audftripe. 

came thither, | 

In the town of Coleraiy, of theſe miſerable people , that fled thicher 
| for ſuccour, many thouſands died in two dayes , fo that rhe living beijag | - 
not able to bury them, laid the Carkafſes of thoſe dead perſons in great | 
ranks in waſte and wide holes,piling them ſo cloſe and thick as if they had. 
| packed up herings together, | 

One Magdalen Redman depoſed that ſhe, and divers others Prote- 
ſtants, amongſt whom were twenty two widows, were firſt robbed, and | 
then ſtrip ed ſtark-naked,and when they had in an houſe covered them- | 
ſelves with ſtraw , the bloody Papiſts threw burning ſtraw in amongſt 
them on purpoſe to burn them; Then did they drive them ſo naked 
into the wilde woods in froſt and ſnow , fo that the ſnow covered their 
Skins, where along time it lay unmelted, and ſome of their Children 
died in their armes with the extremity of the cold; and whereas | 
ſome of theſe poor ſoules went towards the Burre for ſhelter, the cruel 
Triſh turned them back again, ſaying,they ſhould go to Publin;and when 
they went towards Dublin, they bear them back , ſaying, they ſhould | 
go tothe Buryre , and ſo tofled them to and fro, that ſome of them 
died; thoſe which through many difficulties gat to the Burre , many 
of them died there; and thoſe that ſurvived, lived miſerably by reafon 
of their many wants, 

Yer though theſe bloody Villaines exerciſed ſuch inhumane cruehries | 
towards the poor Proteſtants, they would commonly boaſt, that. cheſe | 
| were but the beginnings of their ſorrows; and indeed they made it 
| good ; for having diſarmed the Exgliſh, robbed them of their goods, 
| and cartel , ſtripe them of their cloathes, and having their perſons in 
' their power , they furiouſly broke out into all manner of oma 
; cruelties, horrid maſſacres, and execrable murthers , ſo that it would 
| make any Chriſtians eare toringle, and his heart to ake ro hear the wens | 
tion of them, La 

For there were multitudes murthered in co!d blood , ſome whilſt 
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| aſſayed to ſwimme to the Shore, the Rebels ſtood and ſhot ar 
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| they wereat plough, others as they fate peaceably in their honſes, others 
travelling upon the high wayes; all without any manner of provocation | 
given by them, were ſuddenly deſtroyed, 

In the Caſtle of Liſgool were about one 
men, and children con{umed with fire, Ar the Caſtle of Moneah were | 
one hundred lain altogether, Art the Caſtle of Tab, which was | 
delivered to Mac Guire upon compoſition, and faithful promiſes of | 


faire quarter , as ſoon as heand his entred the Court, they began to 


hundred and fifty men , wo- 


| ſtrip the people,and moſt cruelly put them to the fyord,murthe! ing them | 


q 


| 
all without mercy. | | 

Ar Liſſenskeah they hanged and killed above one iundred of the Scor-| 
tiſh Proteſtants, ſhewing them no more favour than they dil tro the Enz- 
liſh. Yeathe County thereabouts being well planted and peopled, yas | 
ina moſt horrible manner quite deſtroyed, In the Counties ot Armagh 
and Tyrone, where the Proteſtants were more numerous, their murthers 
were more multiplied , and with greater cruelty, it it were poſſible, than 
in other places. | 

Mac Guire coming to the Caſtle of Liſſenskeah, cefired in a friendly 
manner to ſpeak with Maſter Middleton, who admitting him in, 2s ſoon 
as he was entred, he firſt burned the Records of: the County which 
were kept there ; then he demanded one thouſand pounds which was 
in his cuſtody of Sir W:ll;am Balfores, which as ſoon as he had , he cau- 
ſed Maſter Middleton to hear Maſſe, and to ſwear that he wonld never 
alter from it, and then immediately cauſed him, his wife and children to 
be hanged up : hanging and murthering above one hundred perſons be- 
ſides in that place. 

At Portendown Bridge there were one thouſand men, women,and chil- 
dren carried in ſeveral Companies , and all unmercifully drowned in 
the River, the Bridge being broken down in the midſt, and the people 
driven and forced on till they tumbled down into the water, Yea in 
that Country there were four thouſand perſons drowned in ſeveral | 

laces, the barbarous Papiſts driving on the poore ſoules, when they | 
fad miſerably ſtripped them, unto the places of their ſufferings like | 
ſwine; and if any were ſlack in their pace , they pricked them forward 
with their {words and pikes; yea to tertifie the reſt, they killed 
and wounded ſome ; and when they were caſt into the river, it any 


CT EE is 


les 4 on 1 


CO 


” 


> we 


= 


them. 

In one place one hundred and fourty Eyeliſh were taken and 
driven like cattel for many miles together. Other co:mpanies they 
carried out under' pretence of ſafe: condu&, thereby cauſing them to 
march chearfully till they had got them to ſome place fit tor execu- 
tion, and then murthered them there, One hundred and fifteen men, 
women, and children they ſent with Sir Philem 0zentes Poſſe, till they | 
had brought them to the bridge of Portendowne , and: then forced chem 
all into the water , and ſuchas by ſwimming, or other mears {ought ro 
eſcape,they either knocked them on the head,and after drwowne:l them, 
| Or | 


| 
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or elſe ſhot them to death in the water, One Miſtris Campbel being | _ 
forced by them to the River, and finding no meanes to efcape' rheir | $1 -ovare: 
furie , ſuddenly claſped one ot the chief of them in her armes , and 
ſo both tumbling into the River, they were drowned together; ' At 
another time one hundred and fourty Proteſtants being thrown in at | 
the ſame place , as any of them {wam to the ſhore , the bloody wyil- 
lajnes with the butt-ends of their muskets knockt out their brains, _ 
Ar Armazh, Q Cane gat together all the Proteſtants: thereabouts , | 
pretending to conduct them to Colerarxe ;, bur before they were gone | 
a dayes journey, they were all murthered , and ſo were many orhets | 
though they had protections from Sir Phileme O Neale, The abed 
| people in Armagh were cartied to -Charlemonnt , and there” mur-. 
| thered. "= 
| Preſently alter,the Town of Armagh was burnt, and fiye hundred per- 
| ſons of all forts were there murthered and drowned, In Killoman were 
| fourty eight families murthered, In one houſe twenry two Proteſtants 
; were burned ; In Kilore all the inhabicants were ſtript and maſſacred, 
being two hundred families : Some they {er in the ſtocks till they con- | 
| feſſed where their monte was, and then maſſacred them; The whole ,, x... 
' County wasa common butchery, where many thouſands periſhed in a cmuet.es, 
ſhor time, by ſword, famime, fire, water, and all other cruel manner of 
deaths that rage and malice couldynvent.- -< mo 

To many, thele bloody.. Villains TWwed fo much favour as to dif- 
patch chem preſently, by:no means!allowiftig them fo: much time as 'to | 
pray, Others they impriſoned in filehy« Dungeons full of dirt and | 

mire, and there clapping. bolrson their legs, ſuffered them to periſh at They deny 
leaſure, One told Fohn Cowder that they would kill him , bur firſt bid ; them liberry 
him fay his'prayers , and when: he kneeled down to'pray”, they pre- | 2 P'Y- 
ſently cut off his. head, When ſome others upon their knees begged 

bur leave to pray, before-they: were {airy -they would bid them be- | 
| quearh their ſoules.to the Divel ; -others' would ask them, why do you | 
| deſire to pray ? yonr ſontes.are already with the Divel ; and ſo ould | 

: jmmediarely ſlaughter them;” -Ar Caſel: they pur all the Proteſtants 
' into a loathſome Dungeon, where. rhey kepr them twelve weekes in | 
| great miſery, Some chey barbarouſly'mangled and lefr chem languſh- | 
| ng upon the high wayes, crying out butfor ſo much mercy as to be 
| diſparched out of thejr painez ſome they hanged up twice or thrice: O- | 
| thers they burigdalive, Somewhen they were half-hanged, they caſt' | | 
into pits , covering chem: witha littleearth, where they ſent our moſt * 1c | 
| lamentable groanes for a good while after, - ah ey | | 
| Jn Queenes County, an Ereliſh man', his wife, five children, and | | 
' a maid, were all hanged together, then put into a hole; the youngeſt child | 
| being not dead, put up the hand and cried Mamie, Mammic, and yet. 
| without mercy they buriedit alive, * | | 
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|. Thomas Maſon. in Laugal 'was extreamly heiten and' wounded, yer 
his. wife and ſome others carried him away, whereupon theſe Villaines | 
cruelly backed, flaſhed and wounded them, and then dragged the faid | 
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| Maſor into an hole, and there.threw ſtones 'on him with the weight ! 


| wounded him , ript his belly , cook out his guts, and fo lefr him 


-| again take him and hewed him all to pieces ; 'They alſo ript up his| 


TL — ———— —— 
— 


KB TheP erſecution of the C burch in Ireland. 


whereof. they kept him under: there he lay languiſhing and groaning 
till his own wife, to put-him out of paine, ſtopped his breath with her 
handkerchief. | 

At Clownes ſeventeen. men were buried alive, yet ſo as their pitiful 
ctyes were heard afar off. | 

Some were deadly wounded, and ſo hanged upon tenter-hooks, 
Some. with ropes about their necks were drawn through the water, | 
Some .with ropes about their middles were drawn through woods and 
bogs. 

FA Caſtle Cymber one of theſe cut-throats rook two boyes, wounded 
them, and hung them upon a butchers tenters. Some were hanged up, 
and taken down ſeveral times to make them confeſs their monie , 
which when they had done, they prefently murthered them, Some 
were hung up by the armes, and then with their {words they made 
experiment how many blowes an Engliſh Proteſtant would endure ere 
he died. Some had-their bellies ript up,and ſo were left with their guts 
' running about their heels, 

An ancient woman coming towards Dublin, was ſtript ſeven times in 
one day.and they bade her goand look for her God,and bid him give her 
cloaths again, | 

In Kilkenny they cruelly beat an Engliſh woman, till they forced her 
into aditch, where ſhe died ; theg they took her child, a girle of about 
ſix years old, ript her belly, and-let out her guts. | 

One they forced to go ts” Maſſe with them , yet afterwards 


alive. ISR | 
A Scottiſh man they ſtripped and knocked on the head, who after-: 
wards coming to himſelf, went into the Town naked ; Then did they 


| Wives belly , ſo that a Child dropped our of her womb.” Many other 
women great with childe they hung up, then ript their bellies, and ler 
| the Infants fall our, Sometimes they gave their children to be devou: | 
| red of Swine and Dogs. One Fohn Stone with his ſon, two ſons in law, 
| and their wives, they took and ung them all up; and one of the young 

women being great with child , they ript * her belly, rook forth her 
child, - and uſed ſuch beaſtly barbarous aftions to her as are not fit to 
be mentioned, Art the Newry they ript up a womans belly that was 
Ai with two children, throwing them to be devoured of {iwine, 


Alfo another woman being delivered of a childe in the fields , they ' 
which had formerly killed her Father and Husband , killed her al- | 
ſv with two of her children, and gave the new-born infant to be devou- 
red of Dogs. p | 

In the County of Armagh they Robbed , ſtripped , aad mur- 
thered abundance of Proteſtants , whereof ſome they burned, ſome they | 
flew with the ſword,ſome they hanged,and ſome they ſtarved to death; 
{and meeting Miſtris Howard, and Miſtris Frankland with fix of = 
chil- | 


The Perſecution of tbeChnreb-in Filand. © | 


chataren , and themſelves:/bath-great wich child , with their .pjkes 
they killed and murthered them all ,. ript{ppen che Gentlewomens 


_ 


| ed the braines our againſt atree; the like they did to many other chil- | 
dren. | Ar : be ores 
Anne Hill going-with a young child on her back, and, four mare by | 
her fide, theſe cruel perſecutors pulled the child off her back, trad, on 
it till jr died, ſtripped her ſelf and the other four children ſtarke naked, | 
whereby they died of cold, 7 foto SS 
Some others they met with, hanged them up upon a. Windmill,and | 
before they were halt dead, cut them in pieces with their, Skeins, Ma- | 
ny other Proteſtants, eſpecially women: and children chey. pricked, a1;d 
ſtabbed with their Skeins, Forks and Swords, ſlaſhing, cutting and 
mangling them in their heads, faces, breaſts, armes ang, other parts,yet | 
killed them nor, but left them wallowing in their blood, to lanyuih, | 
ſtarve and pineto death, and when they deſired them ro kill them out 
of their paine, they retuſed ; yer ſometimes after .a day.ox two , they, 
would daſh our their braines with ſtones or clubs, which they accounted 
as 4 great favour. - | TEE 513 caadz has ada 
One goodwife Harvey at Kilkenny was forced to go to Maſle, yer af- 
terwards, together with her children was ſtripped, and one gt her ED 
ters had her belly ripped that her intrails. tel} ont ;-and her ſelf was fol 
beaten and wounded, that ſhe hardly eſcaped with lite, __. : 1: 5.. .... | 
The Caſtle of Z:ſeoole being ſet on fire! by theſe mercileſſe, Pa- 
piſts', a na rx. out. at a, window ta ſave her ſelf from burn+ 
ing, but they'preſently murthered her] rhe next morning. her. cl3ld, 
ws found ſucking at her breaſt , which; they .murrhered: alſo, «:And 
whereas many Proteſtants with their wives and _.children fled; into 
vauls and cellars to hide themſelves, they ere: all. mprthered there. 
One Fare you they ſtabbed ; and then putting her child of a: QUat-, 
ter old to Herbreaſt , bid-it :ſuck Engliſh| baſtard ,, and ſo left, it ro 
periſh there, lance 
One Mary Barlow had her kusband banged betore. her face, and her 
ſelf with ſix children were ali ſtript ſtark naked in froſt ,and ſnow, after 
which, ſhelcring themſelves ina Cave; \.they had nothing to ear for 
three weeks, but two old Calves skins,which chey beat with ſtones, and | 
ſoeat them hair and all, her children crying to her rather;o go out and 
be killed than to famiſh there, | [only anaelocr ts Wo - 
In the cold weather many;thouſands of Proteſtants of all ranks, ages, 
and ſexes; being turned outſtark naked, periſhed of :cold and hunger, 
| thouſands of others were drowned,caſt into;girches,þogs, and turt-pirs. 
Multitudes were incloſed in houſes , which being let'on fire they were 
butht miſerably, Some that lay fick of feavors 'they drew, out -of ; their 
beds and hanged them, Some men, women,,.and children, they, drove 
into boggie pits;and if any of them endeayonred to get ghr they knocks 
them on the heads, "0 | Fs br "a 
| | Des: Some 
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© Some aged menand women , theſe Barbarians enforced their own 
children to'carry them to theriver where they were drowned : yea ſome 
children were compelled unnaturally toþe theExecutioners of their own 


ſclves weremurthered. In Sligo they torced a young man to kill his 
own father, and then hanged him up-: In another place they forced a wo- 
man to kill her husband, then cauſed her {on to kill her , and chen. im- 


Children kill 
E nglifh chil- 


dren. 


1 Some boiled 


{ 111 Cau'drons. 


mediatly hanged the ſon;and this they did that they might deſtroy both 
ſoul and] body, Yeaſuch was their deteſtable malice againſt the Engliſh 
Proteſtants, that they taught their children to kill Exel;ſh children; One 
oftheſe Villains wives was very angry with their ſouldiers, becauſe they 
did not bring the greaſe of a: far Gentlewoman, whom. they had la;ne, 
with them for her to make candles of, EC 15;73 

The 1riſb women that followed the Catnp,egged on the men to cru- 
elty, always crying bur, ki# them all, ſpare nenher, man, woman, nor child, 
They took the child of one Thomas Stratom, being about twelve years 


| old, and boilgd him rodearh in a Cauldron. One Goudwite Lin and 


her daughterwere carried intoa Wood , where they firſt hanged the 
mother, and then the daughter in the hair of the mothers head, Some 
women and thildren of the 1rſh, meeting an Exgliſh woman great with 


= | 
Y : 
| A F, 
_ | Somehadtheir 

eyes pulled out. 


| 


| 


child, ftripr her'to her ſmock; then pulled off her {mock , and fo rent 


[and abuſed Her, that the poor woman falling into labour, both the and 


her child died under their hands, | " 
In ſorhe places hey plucked out the eyes, and cutoff the hands of 
the Proteſtants, and ſo turned them our into the fields to wander up and 


"'EneliſÞwomento'death, together with their children, One man they 
him in it uprightupon his feet, and then filled up the hole, leaving our 
only his head, where they left him till hepined and languithed ro death, 
Of another-man: they held his teer in rhe fire cill be was burned to 
death, | | 


him till he fell down dead. 


end with their lives when they had ſlain chem, bur extended atter deat" 
rothe denymyg burial co their carcaſſes; caſting (ome into ditches, lea- | 
— to be devoured of ravenous beaſts and fouls; yea ſome that 
had 
the face of the earth. | 
Theſebarbarous Villains vowed rhat if any Parents digged graves 
to buty their Children in; they ſhould be buried therein: chemſelves, 
They ſtripped one William Loverden naked, then killed him before his 


witeand children , cut off his head, and held it up for them to gaze » | 
| | an 


Parents : wives were forced to help-t@hang their own husbands, and 
; « _ o be "Y . | 
mothe:s to caſt their own children inco the water, after all which them- | 


down till they periſhed. The very women'in ſome places ſtoned the 
ſhot through both his thighs; then digging a hole in the ground,they ſer | 
| 


In, Manfter they hanged up many Miniſters ina moſt barbarous man- | 
ner. One Miniſter they ſtripped ſtark naked, anddrove him chrough | 
the town, pricking him forwards with darts and rapiers, and ſo purſued | 


Neitherdid all the malice that they bore to theſe poor Chriſtians, } 


en formerly buried they digged' up; 'and lefr them as dung upon | 
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and when. his wife had buried hin in his garden, they digged him up; 4 
and threw him into a ditch, Divers Miniſters bones that had been bu-! 
ried ſome years before, they digged up, becauſe they were, as they ſaid, 
Patrons of Hereſce. | | 
| Poor children thatwent out into the fields to eate weeds and grafſe 
they killed without all pity, Anda poor woman, whoſe hisband was | 
taken by them, went to them with two children at her feet, arid one ft | 
her breaſt , hoping tro beg her husband , but they ſlew herand her | 
ſucking intant; brake the neck of another,and che third hardly eſcaped: 
And which was a great aggravation of their wickedneſſe, they exerciſed | 
all this cruelty upon the Exgliſh Proteſtants who never provoked them 
x of that had alwayes lived peaceably with them, adminiſtring : 
help and comfort to them in diſtreſſe , putting no difference betwixt | 
them and thoſe of their own Nation, and cherifhed them as friends and | 
loving neighbours, Notwithſtanding all which courteſies, they now 
ſhewed chem no favour or pity, Alas, who can comprehend the fears, ' 
terrours, anguiſh, bicterneſle, and ggrplexity that ſeized upon the hearts 
of the poor Proteſtants, finding themſeives ſo ſuddenly ſurprized with- 
out remedy, and inextricably wrapt up in all kind of outward miſeries, ' 
which could poſſibly by man be inflited upon humane creatures ! | 
What ſighs and groans, trembling and aſtoniſhment, what ſhrikes, | 
cries, and bitter lamentations of wives, children, ſervants and friends, 
howling and weeping, finding themſelves without all hope of delive- ' my 
rance from their preſent miſeries ! How mnexorable were their barba- 
rous tormentors that compaſſed them in on every fide, without all bow- | VE 
els of compaſſion, or the leaſt 'commiſerarion and pity ! One Ellen Mil- 
f L;ngton they put into an hole, faſtning her in with ſtones, and lefe her | 
there to languiſh to death, bragging how many of them wegt to ſee her 
kick and tofle inthe hole, Yea they boaſted upon their ſuccele, that | 
the day was their own, and that efe long they would not leave one! 
Proteſtant Rogue living, bat would uttery deſtroy every one that had | 
but a drop of Engliſh blood in them; their women crying out, Slay. | 
them all , the Engliſh are fit meat for dogs, and their children are ba-] | 
ſtards, Yea fo implacable was' their malice, that they vowed that | 
they would not have an Engliſh beaſt alive, nor any of the breed of | 
them. How grievous was it to any Chriſtian heart to hear a baſe 
Villain boaſt, that his hands were ſo weary with killing and knocking 6: 
down Proteſtants into a bog, that he could not lift up his armes to his 
head! Another boaſted that he-had been abroad -and had killed ſixteen 
of the rogues, Others boaſted that they had killed ſo many, that 
the greaſe and fat which ſtuck upon their ſyords , might well make 
an fs candle, Yea two boyes boaſted , thar at ſeveral times} | 
they had murthered and drowned thirty ſix women and chil-4 E 
dren, _ * 

Theſe mercileſſe Papiſts having ſer a Caſtle on fite , wherein were | 
| many Proteſtants,-they rejoycingly ſaid amongſt rhemſelves, O how | 20 

i ſweetly do they fry! ; oo | 
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j.. At Kilkewory when they bad commitred many.cruel murchers, they 
brought ſeven Proteſtants heads,;amongſt which one-was the head ofa 
Reyerend Miniſter, all which they'ſet upon the Market-crofſe ; on a 


{Marker day, triumphing, flaſhing, and” mangling them, and purting a 
| gag into the Miniſters mouth; thiey, ſhe up his cheeks to his ears ; and 


faying aleaf of a Bible before ir, they bid him preach , for his mouth 
| was wide enough; it cannot be imagined with what ſcorn and derifion 
they acted theſe things,and with what'joy and exultatton their eyes be- 
held the ſad ſpectacle of the Proteſtants miſeries z what greedy delight 
they took. in their bloody executions. | 

An Zxgkiſh woman, whom they bad ſtripped ſtark naked, gar alittle 


theſe impudent villaines ſer fire rto_ it , boaſting what brave 
ſport they had, to ſee how the fire made the Ezeliſh Jade 
dance, | / mo 
Ar Kilmore they, put many Proteſtants , men, women , and chil- 
dren together into a thatched hougg, and then fet fire on it, boaſt- 
ing of the lamentations and ont-cries that they made whileft they 
were in burning, and how the children gaped when the fire began 
to burne them ; taking pride , and glorying in imitating thoſe 
ces. | | pobedrey 1 3! . 
| Theytook one Miſtris Maxwe! being in labour, and threw her into 


-F 


when the mother was, drowned, | 

[ Theſe bloody Perſecutors took; great pleaſure and- delight in their 
cruelty, and t@ encreaſe their miſery, when they butchered chem, they 
uſed to ſay , Thy. ſoul tothe Devil, -.Qne of them coming into an houſe 
with his bands and cloaths all bloody , made his boaſts, that it was En- 
eliſh blood'?? and that his skeine had pincked rhe cleane white skins 
of-many of them , even to the hilt thereof, When any of them had 


. 


of them ſtabbing, wounding, and cutting: his body in a moſt deſpiteful 
nnet , and then leave it naked to:be devoured of dogs, beaſts, and 
| foul s3 and whenthey had ſlain any number of them, they would boaſt 
that.they. had made the Devil beholding 'to them, in ſending fo many 
' * But itsno wonder that they carried themſelves fo. cowards thele in- 
nocent Chriſtians, when they ſpared not to betch out their execrable 
blaſphemies againſt God and his holy Word. 
\ In one place they burnt two Proteſtant Bibles, and then ſaid it was 


hell-fire they burat, Other Bibles chey-took, cut in pieces, and then 
burnt them, ſaying, that they would-do the like to all Puritane Bibles. 
In.the Church at Powerſcourt they burne the Pulpit, Pues, Cheſts and 
Bibles belonging to it, Others @f them took the Pro:<c{tants Bibles, 


and wetting them in dirty water, did ſeveral times daſh them'on the 

faces of the Proteſtants, ſaying , I ow: 104: /ove' x goed leſſon, here! 

i an excellent one for you , come to mMow and you (ball' have as'good a; 
| < 
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ſtraw , which ſhe tied about her middle to cover her nakednefle; bur 


2 river, boaſting that the childs arme appeared,and that it was halt-born | 


killeda Proteſtant, many of them would: come one after another, each | 
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Sermon 4s this, Others'tbey dragged by the hair of the head into che 
Church, chereſtripped and whipped them in a moſt cruel manner,ſay- 
ing, 1f you come to morrew you ſhall heare the like Sermon, They took 
che Bible of 4 Miniſter called Maſter Eaward Slack, and operyng. it , 
| hey ind jt in a puddle of water, and then ſtamped upon it,.ſaying, 4 
i Plague on it , this Bible hath bred all the quarrel , and that they hoped 
; within a few weeks all the Bibles in 7reland ſhould be uſed as that was, 
| OL Wot ſe, | | 
| They Cid moſt deſpitefully upbraid the Profeſſion of the truth to 
tnole bleſied ſouls, whom neither by threats nor terrours, pains nor | 
rorments they could draw to forfake their Religion, And though ſome 
by extreme torments were drawn to profeſle the change of their Reli- 
| v10n, yer did they finde no more favour with theſe hell-hounds,, who | FEA RY 
| With great {corn uſed to ſay, That it was fit to ſend'them out of the world | ws.6---ona] 
' whilft :h:y wre in a good mood, 

Art Claſlow, a Prieſt with ſome others, drew about forty or fifty Ex- | 
zliſh and Scorriſh Proteſtants to be reconciled to the Church of Rowe, 
and then he told them that they were in a good faith, and for fear they j 
ſhould tall from it and turn Hereticks, he with his companions preleatly | 
cut all their throats, F | | 

Fobn Nicholſon and Anne his wife, being received into the Protection l 
of one Fitz Patrick, he labonred to perſwade them to go to Maſle, and 
to joyn in the preſent maſſacre;but they profeſſed, that rather thanthey| cangancy , | 
would forſake their Religion they would die upon the ſivords point ; [and Courage. þ 
! Then he would have had the woman burn her Bible; but:ſhe told him, 
"rather than ſhe wouJd burn her Bible, ſhe would die the death ; where- F 
upon the Sabbath morning after they were both 'of them cruelly mur-- ETSY 
thered ; but he that acted the villany. was ſo tormented in conſcience, — . 
and dogged with apparitions of them, as he conceived; that with inward | ſecurors. | 
horror he pined away. IS 16693 | 
{ Inthe County of Tipperary near the Silver works, ſome of theſe 
{ barbarous Papiſts mer with eleven Engliſh men, Proteſtants, ten wo-| 
men, and ſome children, whom they tirſt ſtrippet} off their cloaths,'i } 
and then with ſtones, poleaxes , Skeins, ſwords, &c. , they molt þbar- | 
| barogſly maſlacred them all ; this-was done on- # Sabbath evening, the | | 
day having been very fair and clear but juſt at that time God tent a | 
fearful ſtorme of thunder , lightning, wind, haile and rain, fo that the j 
| murtherers themſelves confeſſed, thar it. was a {igne of Gods anger q 
againſt them for this cruelty, yet they perſiſted in their hlqody- | 
a&t, hacking, hewing , ſlaſhing and ſtabbing them, ſo.that, moſt of. { 
them were cut in pieces: then tying withs about their necks, they. threw | 
hem into an hole which they made for the purpoſe'; yet it plealed, _y 
Go4, that one Scottiſh and an F5ut man, though they had many, grie- | 
vouous Wounds, and were left for dead , after a while revived, and with, | 
much difhculty eſcaped with their lives; but as God ſhewed, his great 
ercy in preſerving them , ſa heſhewed his juſt judgment upon; Hagh, | 
ennedy, the chief of thoſe@urtherers , who preſently tell into a moſt 
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| bay FA days afterhe drowned himſelf. : 

" Ba 


day nor night, till a- 


e County of May, about fixty Proteſtants, whereof fifte:n 


ouſnefie, ſo they began to maſſacre theſe poor Proteſtants , ſome they ſhot to 
death ; ſome they ſtabbed with their skeins,ſome they thiuſt chrough 


men they ſtript ſtark naked , who lying upon their husbands to fave 
with life, 


kneck. | ina Cellar; and about midnight a Butcher , piovided for the purpaſe, 

- op the head | was ſent in'amongſt them , who with his axe knocked them all on the 
j heads; | \ 

In Tirawly, thitty or fourty Eneliſh, who had tormerly yielded to go 

to Maſſe, were pur to their choyce whether they would die by the ſword, 

or be drowned © they choſe the latter, and ſo being driven to the Sea- 


ſide. theſe barbarous. villaines with their niked ſwords forced them 


7, the chin ; were afterwards overcome by the waves, where they all 
periſhed. | 

| © Burt preſent death was counted too great a favour, and therefore of 

| ſome they twiſted withs about their toreheads till the blood ſprang our 

| at the crown of theit heads : Others they hanged, and let down ſeveral 
times, 8c. et 


| met with one'of thefe blood-ſuckers,who tormerly had been his ſchool- 
L | maſter, whodrew his skein at him, wheteupou the boy ſaid, Good Ma- 
- Hor, fg his fter whip me as much 45 you will, but do not kill me; yet this mercileſſe Ty- 
Maſter, © * | ger; barbarouſly murthered him withour all pitie. A Scortzſh man was 
rſt wounded, and then buried alive ina ditch, 


| robbed of all their «ſtates; afterwards they. were ſummoned tg go 
' into the Goale, and ſuch as refuſed , were carried in; and then a- 
| bout midnight they all were ſtripped ſtark naked , and there moſt 
cruelly and ' barbarouſly murthered with {words , axes , skeins , 
&c.' ſome of them: being women great with - child , their intants 
thruſt out their armes and legs at their wounds; after which execra- 
Betbarouscrn- | ble murthers, they laid the dead naked bodies of the men upon the 
ey, and im-! naked bodies of the women in a moſt immodeſt poſtare, where they 


| 


- with the childs feet coming out of the wounds in her ſides: many 0- 
HE thers 


were-Miniſters, were upon Covenant to be ately conveyed to Galway | 
| by one Emund Burkand his ſouldiersz but by the way this Bark dreiy | 

Popih peific =| his fyord , teaching thereby the reſt of his company to do the like; and | 
with their pikes; ſome they caſt into the water and drowned , the wo- | 


them, were run through with pikes, ſo that very tew oi them eſcaped; 


In the town of Sligo fourty Proteſtants wete ſtript- and locked up | 


| intothe Sea ; the mothers with their children in their armes wading to 


| -- Fhe fonne of Maſter nary ries Miniſter,aged about fifteen years, | 


| Fang: 18 them till the next day to be looked upon by the 7riſh,who beheld 1tf 
with great delight ; Alſo 1ſabel Beard, great with childe, hearing the| 
| lamentable cries of thoſe that were murthered,ran forth into the ſtreets, | 
. where ſhe was barbarouſly murchered , and was found the next. day | 


J 


| 


In the Towne of Sligo , all the Proteſtants were firſt ſtript , and| 


dead Len demes Ht... Mis a , 
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 turſpic, where they drowned them all three; feeding the luſts- of [ Popith ' un- 


» 
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thers were tnurthered in the houſes and ſtreets : : But by ©vds juſt j1 judg- | 
ment the river of Sligo, which was before very tull of th, whereby ma- 

ny. were nouriſhed, for a long timeafter it afforded no fiſh atall. A Prior 
alſo that had a hand in the murther of Iſabel Beard, and of caſting her | 
into the river, preſently after fell mad, 

About Dungannon were three hundred arid ſixteen Proteſtants in the 
like barbarous manner murthered : About Charlemonnt above four hurl . | 
dred; about Tyrene two hundred and fix; | | 

One Mac Crew murthered thirty one its one morning : Two: yoi | | 
Villains murthered one hundred and fourty poor womeri and Aire 
that could -make no reſiſtance : An Iriſh woman with her own hands 
murthered forty five. 

At Portendowne Bridge were drowned above three himdred, AtLaweh Mary drown. 
were drowned above two hundred: In ariother place three hundred were ©. | 
drowned inone day, In the pariſh of Kiflamey there were: ihur rchered one | 
thouſand and two hundred Proteſtants, | 

Many young children _ cut into quarters and oobbers: tightec | 

Scottiſh infants they images upon a clothjers tenterhooks, One fat They mads 
man they murthered, and made Candles of his greaſe; of another Scot candles of 
tiſh man they ript up his belly, cook one end of his (mall guts, tied it tg ® 8526 | 
a tree, and forced him round about it till he had drawn them all out of 
his body, ſaying, that they would try whether a dogs or a Scorchmans guts 
were the longer, | 

By che command of Sir Philem 0 Neale, Maſter Funke? Mexwelſves| 

drawn our of his bed, being fick of 3 Feavor; and mutthered ; | and | his | * 
wite being in child-birth, whe child half dome, rheyſttipe her Nark | Prodigious | 
naked, drove her about a fights ſhoot, and drowned her in the Blacks j _ 
water; the like, or worſe they did to-anorher Engliſh'woman in' the! 

ſame town, They took one Maſter Watſo#, and cuttitig two collops 
out of his buttocks they roaſted him alive, ” Of a Scortiſh woman grear 
with child, they ripr up her belly, cut the child our of her womb, 5; | 
ſo left it crawling on her body. | 


Maſter Starkey, Schoolmaſter at Armagh, being above one huridred | 
years old, they ſtripped ſtark naked; then took twoof his daughters | 
being Virgins, whom they ſtripped ſtark naked alſo, and then forced 
them to lead their aged father under thearmesa quatter of a mile toA 
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ly 
cleannefle. 


their eyes , and cruelty of their hearts with che ſame object at che 


ſame time, 
In ſome places they ſhewed the like cruelty to the Byzliſh beaſts; 


which they would not kill out-right,but uſed to cur collops our of chem. Their cruelty 


| delighting to hear their roaring,and ſo the poor cartel would ſomerimes Mnthecuy, 

' live-ewo or three dayes in that torment, | 
To one Henry Cowel,a gallant Gentleman, they profered his life, if Henry (owe. 

| he-would marry one of their baſe Truls , or go to maffe; bur he choſe ns 

' death rather than to conſent to either, Al O to one Robert Ecklin,"' 2 al 

; child about eleven years old , they profered his life if he would fas Robert Echlin, 


A childscon-. 
ro ſtaney, ; 
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Many burn. 


| ro Maſle, but be rejuſed, fayitig, That he ſaw nothing in their Religion 
| for, which he wonld change his own,” * 


| One hundred! Qne hundred and fifty chouſand murthered/by ſundry kinds of torments 


and fifty thon- 
{and murthe- © 


Gods judge". 


ments on per- 


red in #iſter. 


ſecutors. 


—. 


| 
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©, out-right , but removed him. to a | ane of better paſture, whetein| * 
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. Many of theProceſtants they: buried alive, folacing themſelves in | 
hearing;them ſpeak to themywhilſt they were digging down old ditches | 
vpon them, h boa 
. |; They uſed alſo. toſend: their children abroad in troops armed with 
long 1att!es and.whips, wherewith they uſed to beat dead mens bodies 
about thei: privy members, till they beat them off, and then would re- 
tyra. yery joytul to their Parents;jwho recetved them, as it were in tri- 
umph for their good ations; !:ic 7 || a | if 

If any women were found 'dead,/ lying with their faces downwards, 
' theſe bruitiſh perſons uſed to turn them on their i.acks,viewing and cen- 
| furing-every part of , them, eſpecially thoſe parts thar are not fit to be 
; named, which alſo.they abuſed::ſo many ways, and fo filthily, as chaſt 
ears'would not endure the naming rhereof: VS 20CH 
| They brake the back-bone of a young youth , and fo left him in 
the fields, and ſome dayes after. he wasfound, having, like a be:ſt; eaten 
all the grafſe round about him ;z yet neither then would they kill him 


—_— 


was fulfilled that ſaying, The tender: mercies of the iwicked are cru- 
elty. | 0934, 3} 390683 : 

| os the Connty of Antrim they murthered nine hundred fifty four | 
Proteſtauts in one morning, and afterwards about twelve hundred | 
more in that County, ' Near jajee they forced abdve 'twen- 
ty: four-Proteſtants into an houſe, and' then {erting fire on it; they 
burned ;them:;all; ' counterfeiting their /|out-cries '3n- derifion to 0- 
..' Sir Philem © Neal boaſted that he had ſlain above ſix hundred at Gar- 
vagh : and that he had left neither man,” woman, nor child alive /inthe 
Baronry of -Mwxterlong, In other places he murthered above two thou- 
ſand perſons in their houſes, ſo-:that many houſes were filled with dead 
bodies, !b TESTS | 
{ *.,, Abovertwelve thouſand were {lain inthe high ways as they fled"to- 
, wards Down,. Many died of famine, many. were ſtarved to death for 
' want of clothes, being ſtript of all ina cold ſeaſon; -- Some thouſands 


- 


| were drowned, Sothat inthevery Pravince'of Uſer there were about 


— 


and deaths. | | | | 1 
Theſe bloody Perſecutors themſelves confeſſed that the Ghoſts of 
dipers' of the. Proteſtants which. they had drowned at ' Portendown 
Bridge , were..daily, and nightly ſeen to walk upon the river, fome- 
times ſinging of - Pſalms , ſometimes brandithing naked ſwords, ſome- -* 
times fcreeching in a moſt hideous -and-fearfulmanner'; fo that many 
of the Popiſh 1r;ſh which dwelt near-:thereaboutrs ; being affrighted 
herewith , ; were forced to remove their habitations further off into 
the Countrey, // . 7 
The Popiſh Engliſh were no whit inferiour , yea rather _ 
h thei 


— 
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the natural 7r:ſþ in their cruelty againſt the Proteſtants that lived a- 
monegſt them, within the pale, being never ſatisfied with their blood 
cill chey had ſeen the Jaſt drop thereof. | 

Anne Kinnard teſtified that fifteen Proteſtants being impriſoned, 
and their feet in the Stocks, a Popiſh- boy being not above fourteen 
years old, flew them all in one night with his skeine, Another not 
above twelve years old, killed ewo women in another place. An Ex- 
gliſh Papiſt woman killed ſeven men and women'ot her neighbours 
in one morning. And it was utual for the Papiſts children to mur- 
der the Proteſtants children, and ſometimes ' with their woodden 
| Swords, ſh:rp and heavy, they would ventnre npon people of riper 
years, 
An Engliſh woman , who was newly delivered of two children , 
ſome of theſe villains violently compelled her in her 
{ickneſle to riſe from her bed, and took one of the infants that was 


| en ainand | 


Gn eres. 


|living, and dathed his brains againſt the ſtones,and then chrew him 
into the River of the Barrow , the like they did by many other infants, | 
Many others they hanged withour all pity: | 
The Lord Mont Garret cauſed divers Engliſh Souldiers that he had 
taken about Kilkenny robe hanged, hardly ſuffering them ro pray be- 
fore their:death ; they.dyed very patiently, and reſolutely inthe de- 
tence of the Proteſtant faith; and one of chem, being an 7riſh man, had 
his life offered if-he would tin Papift; but he rather choſe rodye , and 
{o was executed with the reſt, | ) | 
Same of 'theſePerfecutors meeting a poor young Girle that was go- 
fing - ſee herfriends, they firſt half-hanged her, and then buried her 
quick, | rn” 1 | | Z 
| One Fitz Patrick enticed a tich Merchant that was a Proteſtant, to 
bring all his goods into his houſe, promiſing ſafely ro keep them,and to 
redeliver them to him, But when hehad thus gotten them into his 
| poſſeflion, he rook the Merchant and his Wite;and hanged them-both : 
the like he did by divers others. 1 IM 0 
Some Emeliſh mens heads that they had cur off, they carried to Kit- 
| kenny,and'on the market day ſet them on the Crofſe,where many, eſpe- 
| ctally the women, ſtab'd, cur, and flaſhed them, every oneaccounting 
| themſelves happy that could but get a blow ar them. _ IN 
' One of the heads being a Miniſters, - a woman ſtruek ſo-hard with-| 
| her fiſt, that the ſame night her hand grew black and blew,and fo 
{[rankled ,. that ſhe was'lame. of it 4 quarter of a year after:*Another 
{woman thar:Jooked on thoſe heads-with much rejoycing;” preſently 
after fell fo diſtracted, 'rhat neither night not day” ſhe could reſt; 
but cryed out continually. chat ſhe ſaw - rhoſe--heads befote” her 
eyes, 7 | 
One Eveliſh- Prote | | | | Divi 
as ſoon as the Pope,they preſently hanged him up in"an Apple Treeti 


Rint, ſaying, that He would believe-th& —_— 


he dyed, | 0) 71 q i 
| A poor Proteſtant woman with her two children going'to Kilkenny 
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| other Provinces, I find not upon Record ; but certainly it: was very 


| ſtrefled Proteſtants in the Province of Munſter, ** We may (fay they) 
« compare. our woe to the ſaddeſt Parallel of any ftory ; Onr Churches are | 


—_ 
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| upon, buſineſſe,theſe bloody miſcreants baited them with-Dogs,ſtabbed 
chem with skeins,and-pulled out the guts of one of the children, where- 
by they dyed ; and not far off,they took,divers men, women, and chil- 
dren; and hanged them up ;, and one of the women being great ' with 
child,they ripped up her belly as ſhe hanged,ſo that the child fell our in 


till cheir bowels were torn. out, + 

How many thouſands of Proteſtants were thus inhumanely mur- 
thered by ſundry kinds of deaths in that one' Province of U/fter we 
have heard before ; What the number of the {lain was in the three 


oreat; forl finde theſe paſſages in a general Remonſtrance of the di- 


© demolifbed, or which & worſe, :prefancd by Secrifices to Idols : our ha- 
& bitatiqps are become ruivows heaps : No quality;aze, or [ex priviledeed 
« from Maſtacres, and lingring deaths,by being robbed;ſtript naked.andſo 
« expoſed to cold and famine. The. famiſhed | tufants of murdered Pa- 


| 
| 


| Gods judge- 
* ments On Per- 
ſecucorts 


' Apparitions at 
{| Portendown 
B.id; e. 


| ajpri them there, 


| rents {marmein our ſtrcets,and for mant of food-periſh before xr faces, 
| &c..; And all this cruelty that ws exerciſed upon 1s, me now not for 


| & whey cone fence,o ſeeming provocation its inflicted on us,(ſin excrpted 
v. ſaving that we were Proteſtants, We canmuke it manifeſt that the de- 
got pp ions in this Province of Myaſter,gh well near equrat, thoſe of the 
cc le Kingdome, ec. Rl 7 Bois 1 
| <© who 1gdome, ; 
' And thus in part we have heard of the mercilefie emelties which 
the bloody Papiſts exerciſed towards the Proteſtants "Let us now; 
conſider at leaſt ſome of Gods judgements upon the 7riſh, where» 
by he. hath not left the innocent blaod-of his fervants ito be /al-| 
together .unrevenged, Some particular-inftances have; been mentio-+ | 
' ned before: as alſo the apparitions at Portendown Bridge' which at- 


Kifted, that by their own confeſſion , the blood of thoſe that were 
knocked on the head,and then thrown into the River at char Bridge,re-| 
mained fora long time upon the ſtones, and could nor. be waſhed away | 
aS.al{e. that oftrimes-they ſaw apparitions ſornetimes. of:men, ſome- | 
times of womenrifing breaſt-high;aboye the. water, which did moſt 


| 


the cawle alive. Some after they were hanged, they drew up and down |” 


} 


nor 
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frighzed them from their habitations, concerning which it is further te- | 


} 


exmeamlyi(creech and cry out for-yengeanceagaintt the Jriſh\.char had ! 


3 : 3 4877; 30-257 ILE!S9 3 1 
Catherine Coke teſtified yponoath,that when the: 1riſþ had barba- | 
roufly, drowned one hundred and eishty Proteſtants, men, women, 
and-children at Portewdown Bridge,gbout: nige:d3ys afterfhe faw the ap- | 
parition,ge .a man bolr uprightin the River, ſtanding: breaft-high,with | 
is hands lift up to heaven, and continued in that poſture from Decem- 
r,aqthtendof Lee,at which'time ſome ofthe: #ng/iſh, Army paſſing 
thar-way faw.. i alſo, after whichit-vaniſhed away: : > 4 | 
Elizabeth Price teſtified upon oath that ſhe and other women whoſe 


hagbangs andchildren, were drowned in that place, hearing of 
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apvaritions, went thither one Evening, at which time thcy ſaw one} * 
[like a Woman riſe out of the River breaſt-high, ker haire hanging | 
down, which, with her skin, was as white as ſnow, often crying our, | 
R:wenge, Revenge, Revenge, which ſo affiighted them that they went | 
their way, | | | 

Divers Proteſtants were thrown into the river of Belterbert,and when 
| any of them offered to (wim to the Lind, they were knocked on the | 
head with Poles, after which their bodies were not ſeen of f1x weeks : | 
bur after the end thereof, the murtherers coming again that way , the 


[ 


bodies came floating up to the very Bridge where they were, | 

Sir Con mac Gennis with his company flew Maſter Turge, Minilter of 
the Newry, with divers other Proteſtants, atter which the (aid Mac | 
Gennis was (o affrighred with the 'apprehenſion of the ſaid Maſter | 
Turge his being continually in his preſence , that he commanded his 
ſoldiers not to ſlay any more of them, but ſuch as ſhould be lain in 
barrel. | "I 

A young woman being ftript almoſt naked, there came a Rogue | 
to her, bidding her give him her money, or he would run her chrough 
with his Sword, Her anſwer was, Tow cannot kill me except God | a yicae 
give you leave, whereupon he ran three rimes at her naked body | 
with his drawn Sword,, and yet neyer pierced . her skin , whetear 
he being confounded, wettt his way and left her ; This was atteſted by 
diyers women that were preſent and ſaw it, | 

But beſides theſe forementioned judgements of God which befel 
them for their inhumane cruelties ; we may obſerve how the hand 
of God hath been out againſt chem ever fince, and chat ina ſpecial ot 
manner, by emaſculacing and debaſing of their {| 


—__—_— — — o' 


Irits; whereby it hath 
come to paſle that ordijiarily a few Engliſh Souldiers have chaſed mulri- | 
{ tudesof them, and generally in all the bartels and fights that have been 
betwixt them, they have always been þbeaten,though the ods was great of 
their fide; And as they made themſelves formerly drank with the innv- 
cent blood of the anreſiſting Proteſtants ; ſo now God hath given them 
their fill of blood 2 jealouſie and fury, Many thoutands of them 
have periſhed by the Sword of War z; And how heavy hath the hand 
of God lain further upon them this preſent year, 1650. in that terrible 

and univerſal plague that hath beenſcattered all over theNation,where- 

by many thouſands more of them have periſhed, and God is {till fight- 

ing againſt; and probably will continue their deſtruction, till they either 
| ſhall cruly be humbled for their horrid ſtns,or be utterly conſumed from! 
the face of the earth ! 


Amen ; Even ſo come Lord Feſus, come quickly. 


Theſe particulars were atteſted upon Oath by ſundry perſons before 
Commiſſioners appointed to take their Examinations. 
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CHAP. XLI. 


A continuation of the Hiſtory of the Walden- 
ſes from the year 1560. ending with the | 
late perſecution in the V alleys nw | 


nPTE MONT | 


A NNO c_ 1561, the Duke of Savoy publiſhed an Edi& in .n Edie in 
{ \ favour of the Evangelical Churches in the Vallies of Piemgnt. favour of the 
wherein he granted an indemnitie to the people of the VYallies of 4p- "ans: 
groenia, Bobio, Villaro, Valguicchiardo, Rora, Tagliaretto, and La Rica dj 
Boneti at the end of La Torre, Saint Martino , Peroſa, Roccapiatta, and 
' Saint Barthelemo, from all former atings, and reſtoring them into his 

favor, as if they had never acted any thing againſt his Highneſs ; receiving | 

them into his ſafegard and prote&ion: He granted them alſo to have. 
preaching Afſemblies , and other Miniſterial Offices according to their 
Religion intheir wonted places, &c. | 

Bur inthe year 1565, Another Edit was publiſhed at the inſtigation | 
'of the Popiſh party, whereby all men who lived in the Duke of Savoy's| \ cv ma 
| Dominions, and would not conform to the Rewiſh Religion, were en- | 
joyned to come and declare the fame to their reſpeRtive Magiſtrates | 
within ten dayes after the publication thereof, and two moneths after to 
leave the Country , having one years time given them to diſpoſe of 
their goods movable, and unmoyable, during which time they ſhould | 
enjoy the revenue rhereof,8&c, | | 
The tidings of this cruelty ſo wrought upon the hearts of the Pro- | 

teſtant Princes of Germany, that they ſent an Embaſhe ro the Duke of 
| Savoy £0 intercede in their behalf : Amongſtwhom the Prince Eledtor |54,, rea! 
| Palatine was exceeding zealous, ſending one of his Counſellours of | ?2aline intec- 
| Stare, a perſon of {ingular worth, to the Duke of Savoy, to mediate in | <5 foc 


| 
| 
| 


' their behalt ; ac whole return the Prince being informed by him of the | 


' unworthy dealing of that Court, and finding that notwithſtanding all | 
| their faire promiſes, they did nor ar all ceaſe from perſecuting theſe | 
| poor people, he wrote a very ſmart and pathetical letter to the aid ' 
| Duke , challenging him for breach of promiſe to himſelf and the. 
- other Germane Princes, in that he ſuffered his Miniſters ſtill to perſe- | 
. cute and baniſh thoſe poore innocent people, meerely upon the account 
: of Religion, concluding that ſuch ſeverity was neither pleaſing to God | 

. NOr man ; neither ( ſaith he) zs it the way to bring men to the true know- | 

ledge of God, which ſhould be done by, perſwaſions , and Scripture-proofs, | | 
i not by perſecutions, &e, Wherefore I pray your Highneſſe that you will g1ve 
: us an evidence of that which you have +4 ws , by delivering thoſe poor pec-- 
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i £4: who are now in the Gallies , and by recalling thoſe who have been lately 
baniſhed, as you promiſed by your Letters, Have compaſſion upon ſo many | 
| poaxe wandring Exiles, deprived of all their goods and eſtates : Call ther | 
: home, and reſtore them to their habitations ;, and grant them, and the other | 
1:habitants of your Highneſs Countries the publick exerciſe of their Religion, 
| which they-prefer before* their neceſsary food : Free them from their falſe ac- 
| | cuſations; that they may live in peace under your Highneſſe Government, gpc. 
| If your Highneſs will grant me this requeſt, 1 doubt not but you ſhall ex- 
perimextally finde the favour and blefing of God , and you ſhall oblige us 
to you in all things - Tf otherwiſe , you will both provoke God to lift u 
his hand againſt you, and eftrange from you the affettions of theſe who deſire 
to do you pleaſure and ſervice, ec, Dated 1566, 

Now that you may ſee upon what occaſion the Prince wrote this let- 
ter, you are to underſtand that Caſtrocaro { one of their Popiſh Gover- 
nours) being extreamly troubled that the Prince Eletors Ambaſſa- 
do” had obtained ſevera] promiſes at the Court for the poor peoples ad- 
vantage, did immediately atter the ſaid Ambaſſadors departure, pub- 
liſh through the wy of Lucerna, two Ordinances : By the one he} 
v4 7; wh all the inhabitants throughout his Government, that were 
not Natives, to depart within a day after the publication thereof, upon 
paine of death, and confiſcation of their goods: By the other, he prohi- 
bited upon the ſame penalty thoſe of the reformed Religion, inhabiring 
Lucerna , Bubbiana, Campizlione, and Fenile, to hear Sermons at Saint 
Giovanni ; and for their not ſubmitting, he impriſoned and tormented a' 
great number of them in the Caſtle of Za Torre, which dealing made 
the poor people to-make their addrefle to the Dutcheſs of Savoy , who 
pittying their condition , wrote to the ſazd Caſtrocaro in their behalf, 
commanding him in the Dukes name to ſet ar liberty the impriſoned, | 
and to ceaſe to moleſt them in the enjoyment of their ancient habitati- 
ons and priviledges. | 

This Letter ſtopped the fury of Caſtrocars for the preſent : but it was far 
from working any change of affections in him, as was evident by his af- 
rer-aftings : For in the year 1571, hedid ſo incenſe the Governour of 
| Bobjo againſt the poor inhabitants of the Valley,thar he did not only grie- 

' vouſly moleſt them uponall occaſions as they came under his clutches, 

' |; butalſo wrote bitter Letters to the Duke againſt chem, improving the 

; uttermoſt of his parts and power for their ruine and extirpation : and | 

certainly Caſtrocaro had then effected his deſigne, had not the Dutches 

Gods Provi- | upon the joynt ſupplications of the Evangelical Churches, very effe&tu- 
dence for then | a]ly jnterpoſed for them , and procured the continuation of their juſt 


They are cru -. 
eliy dealt with 


. and undoubred priviledges. 
| © Anno 1571, Many of the poor Proteſtants of the Valleyes were 
grieyouſly moleſted under pretext that in the former War of Fraxce 
' againſt thoſe of the Religion, they had joyned themſelves to the Pro- 
| teſtant Troops. * But King Charles the 9th being moved with com- 
Kivg «1 France | paſſion towards them , wrote a Letter to the Duke of Savoy in their be- 
chem. half, requeſting him to receive them with gentlene(s into his grace and 
| favour, 


—— 
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favour,and to re-eſtabliſh them in their eſtates, &c, The ſubje& of which 
Letter was not only ſatisfactory to thoſe for whom it interceded, bur alſo 
to all other faithfull ones of the Valleyes , -out of the great hopes they 
had of future tranquillity : But it endured no longer than till their Ene- 
mies had an opportunity of moleſting them, which they greedily em- | 
braced upon the news of the horrible maſlacres in Fraxce, | 
For Caſtrocaro did thereupon fo threaten the poor Proteſtants ,” that | 
they retired themſelves, with their families, and movables, to the rops 
of the neighbouring Mountains, and into all other places where they 
noped for fatety : But the Duke of Savey not approving the *cruelties 
exerciſed againſt the Proteſtants in France, {ent to thoſe his Subjedts, | 
who were thus withdrawn,commianding them to return .to their hou: | 
ſes, and habitations, promiſing that they ſhould ſuffer ' no prejudice, | 
nor incur the leaſt danger thereby, Neither indeed were-their "ſuffer- 
ings great afterwards, {o long as Madam the Dutcheſs was living , who | 
was a refuge to them upon all occaſions, - | | | 7 
After the death of this Printefs which happened ofeb.. 19. 1594; 
the Popith party came forth like Lions, improving the uttermoſt of eh6ix 
endeavours to devoure and deſtroy this poor people upon all' occafiang; ' | 
but the goodneſs of God was fo great digs them, thar'they always | | 
foun1 ſome conſiderable friends about the: Duke ,-' who inclinedbs | | 
heart to gentleneis and moderation : But after the:deack'of chis Pale | 
bert Emanuel, who died Aug. 39.1589, Charles: *raaunsl his fon, havins 
invaded the Marquiſate ot Salvcts, Monſieur: £* E __ by ways; 
retaliation, ſeized upon the Valleys of P:exwent : But rhe: Froxch Army. | 
was no ſooner gone home , than there wasa rumour ead/throughbut} | 
the Valleys, that, the Duke was refolved-to raks this occafion to Uris-"| 
pare All the Proteſtant Churches, becauſe they thad/taken an'Oarh of” ful; 
delity tothe French King, neither zvas it groundleſs: -forithe' thingiyns| 
really propounded in.the Dukes Conncel; dovtivpleaſedGod fo = 


Popiſh malice. ' 


Gods mercy. |: 
j 


== 


— 


der affairs, that the leading men.amongft them did novathltapprovesfi 
| the buſineſs,yea the Duke himtelt did-extreamiy-mitlife its: andafterhe 
| had regaken Mzirebuc,he did nor a lictle revive thefpirits of the Repreſen- | 
- tatives. of tha Proteſtants of Luce/ra,who met ivith him' aD/Hlawonput ) | 
pole. F; Clyde his Highnels of their fidelicy, and ro: beg the contiifiy* | 77 Duke @- 


: 
1 


7; Vous them, 


ance of his grace and favour, to. whom in the prefenco of'a greataiyne' | 
ber of his. Lords) -he returned:this Anſwer : Be but f4ithfiel 'umo'mma,; | \ 
' and I will be ſure to be a good Princo, nay 4, Fatlitr- unto y84! and is 10%; , 
liberty of your Conſcience, and the exerciſes of your Religion, T ſhall be ſo far '| lj 


' from innovating any thing againſt thoſe liberties in which you havelived | l 
| #nto this preſent, that if any offer to moleſt you, have _—_ to we , and I | 
ſhall effeftually relieve and proteet you, ; 


' Theſe words being ſpoken in fuch 4 preſence, and in-ſo obliging | 


[ 


' 2 nqger, were very adyantagious to the poor peoples intereſt, for |g... 1 
| ſome time after, they ſerved to counterballance the threats of their.j 

| fierceſt Enemies : Yer were there .ſome amongſt the Popiſh party 
that thought it an unpardonable finne to ſuffer them to live one 
| year 
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year in peice, and on the contrary an acceptable ſervice to'moleſt them, 
either by ſecret ſtratagems,or by open force and violence, | 
- Such was the condition of this poor people from the year 1595. to 
the year 1602, at which time all the Maſters of Fainilies in the V alley 
| of Lacerna, profeſſing the Proteſtant Religion, were cited to appear be- 
fore Count Charles of Lucerna, the Governour Poxte, the Arch Biſhop 
Brozlia, and others, and were by them commanded: in the Dukes nanre, 
| either to go toMaſle,or to quit Lxcerna,and all their pretenſtons thereto, 
without the leaſt hopes of ever obtaining favour to return, or in caſe of 
diſobedience , to prepare themſelves for inevitable miſchiefs and cala- 
mities : Which threats were preſſed with ſo mich violence, that ir cay- 
ſed many -of the poor creatures to ſabmit , ac leaſt ſeemingly, to the 
change of their Religion, though many others of chem were the deep- 
lier rooted by thele ſhakings, 

| From Lxcerna the atorenamed Lords removed their ſeat to Bubiana 
where they tound the Reformed fo ſtiff in their Principles, that they 
could not removethem an hairs bredth from the fame, wherefore they 
cauſed. the chief of them ro be ſummoned to appear at Tzri», thinking 
|chat the Dukes preſence might prevaile more with them than all their 
threatning ſpeeches: The perfons thus ſummoned were Maſter Yalenine, 
# and Mr, Bowles, his brother, with one Peter Moreſe, and Samuel Falc, 
1 who were brought one after another before hi Hisghneſſe : Mr, Yalentixe 
was the firſt, whom the Duke perſwaded toembrace the Roman Catholick 
Religion, and todraw others to do thelike, promiſing him grear rewards 
and preterments if he obeyed, 8c, To this Mr, Yalentine anfiyered, 
thatnext to theſervice of God, he had no greater deſire then to obey, 
and pleaſe his Highneſs, in whoſe ſervice he would willingly adventure 
his perſon and eſtate, when ever there ſhould be occafion: Bur as for- his 
Religion which he knewto be ue, and confirmed by the Word of 
God, hecould not abandon it without 'diſobeying God , and wound- 
Ing his own':Conſcience;ſo as never: to enjoy any comfort in his ſoul | 
afterwards : and therefore. he humbly : intreated his Highneſs to be ſa- 
tisfied with what he could 'do with a good conſcience :' and to leave him 
 {togtheliberty of his-Religion which he valued above his life : the Duke 
-* | replyed , that healſo doubr=dnot of the truth of that- Religion which 
he profeſſed,and that ſuch as embraced it,ſhould find how much they had 
gratified-him.in ſo doing, yet would he not force the Conſcience of any 

man, and ſo he gavethem leave todepart, NES < IS 
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CHAP. XLII. 
The Margquiſate of Sauces deſcrived, with its | 
| | 


ſeveral troubles and Perſecutions. 


— —_ 
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| 
FE" He Marquiſate of Salzces is onthe South fide of the Valleys of | | 
# Prcdmont, containing init ſeveral Ciries, and confiderable Valleys, | 
very {ruiriul in ll forts of fruits, Its moſt Northerly Valley is that of 
Po, where the famous River Ps hath its riſe, and ſource;one onely Moun- | | 
tain {ep.rates this trom the Valley of Zucerna on the North fide - In' | 
this Valley we:e thoſe ancient Churches, viz. Pravillem, Biolets, and | 
Bietone, who retained the purity of Chriſtian Religion for ſeveral hun- 
dreds ot vears , and lived jn great unjon with their neighbouring | | 
Churches. | | 
Anno Chriſti 1561, The Church of Dronier,which was one of the moſt | | 
flouriſhing, underſtanding that the publick exerciſe of the Reformed re- 
ligion was permit:edin Fraxce,obtained Letters from the Kings Council 
to Sieur Levis of Birague, Governour of that Country in the Duke of 
Nevers abſence,whereby he was ordered to provide for the Petitioners a 
conventent place for the publick exerciſe of their Religion : Bur nor long 
after their Adverſaries,by their importunity,prevailed ſo tar that the ſaid 
letters were revoked : This occaſioned the ſaid Church ro ſend Mon- og > "2 - 
fteur Francs Galatee,their Miniſter,into Fraxce, with ſome others, to re- | bur again 
cover ( if it werepoſſible ) their former priviledges, But this falling | molcited, 
out in the time of their troubles in France, all that they could obraine, 
was only bare promiſes, In the mean time they received many hortatory 
and conſolato:yletters from the chietMiniſters in the Churches of France, 
land amongſt others from thoſe of Grenoble, Lions , ec. to per- 
ſwade them to patience, and perſeverance in that truth which they had 
embraced: which accordingly they did,notwithſtanding all the malice | 
| and {ubtiley of their advertaries: So that their Churches were continu- They ar2en- 
edand upheld, convenient order being had for-the preaching of the |<ourzged 
| Word, adminiſtration of rae Sacraments, exetciſe of their diſcipline, &c, 
' only there wanted 1n ſome places liberty of having General Aflemblies, 
'and PUBIC Sermons. : | 
| Porrhe better lajety of their Miniſters in the. places that were moſt |. . __ 
| dans Paſtor had the charge of the faithful in ſeveral Cities | a... w- 
ana Communalties, which rendred their reſidence and exerciſes leſs vi- 
le to their Auvertaries: Hereby the Goſpel ( through Gods mercy) 
de avery contiderable progreſs at Dronter, Ferzo,and ſome other pla- 
&s of morenoce, The Church of «Mce in the Valley de Mairi was | 
2xtraordininiiy poopled , an.! enjoyed more liberty than'the others, by 
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$ALalls PULICY. . 
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Diſſembling 
| Hypocritcs. 


They are con- 
futea, 


ligion in thoſe places, ceaſed nor to imploy all his power and policy to. 


hinder the ſame ; and therein he made ule of inſttuments for the eftect- 
ing of it - vs. firſt the Antzcodemites, whoſe ringleader was Baronizs , 
who lived at Yalgrane and thereabouts, accommocating himſelf to the 
times: For when the Church had reſt andeafe, he wrote ſtrange things, 
and ciyed out of the abuſes in Popery: But in times of perſecution he u- 
ſually played the Hypocrite, and laboured to draw others to do the 
ſame , by which means he had a multitude of followers , and amongſt 
them the Lord of Yalgraze,and Maximilian de Saluces, who ſet his name 
to Baronius to add lufter to his writings againſt che Miniſters, reproach- 
'ing them for that they would mot give way to any diſtmulation in their 
Diſciples, whereby they expoſed them to great extremities. This Lord 
had ſomelearning and knowledge of the truth ; but roavoid the bearing 
of the Croſs, he thought it convenient to diſſemble , and condemned 
thoſe who any way gainſaid the Papiſts, Yet Monſieur Gelido, Miniter of 
Acetl, oppoſed them both, very learnedly in ſeveralletters that he wrote 
unto them : Sodid Monſieur Tysch7, Miniſter of Dronicr, together with 
other Paſtors of the Neighbouring places, demonſtrating both by Scrip- 
[ture Teſtimonies, and by the Example of the Primitive Church', that 
| they had done nothing but what they ought to do, and what every faith- 
| ful Chriſtian was bound to, and conſequently that the opinion of Zaro- 
ow and his followers. was pernicious to the Chuch in times of perſe- 
cution, Fd Rod bs 
The other inſtruments that Satan made uſe of to the prejudice of the 


| | Church,were the Roman Clergy, with their paſſionate Proſelites, who 


would faine have done to. theſe godly Chriſtians, as their brethren in 

iniquity-had dqne to their neighbours in the Dukedom of Savoy : vis. 
| Baniſh, impriſon, kill, and confiſcate the goods of the Proteſtants: Bur 
(through Gods mercy )rthey were hindred by the Kings Edicts, confirm- 
ing to thoſe his Subjefts of Saluces a peaceable habitation, without being 


| moleſted for their Conſcience and religion, or queſtioned tor any thing 


they did in their private houſes (provided they abſtained from the pub- 
lick exerciſe ofit)by which means their Miniſters had opportunitie of af- 
ſembling in ſmall Companies , baptizing, marrying, comforting the 


Popiſh policy, 


fick, and inſtructing eyery one in particular; which provoked their ad- 
 verſaries to bend themſelves chiefly againſt the Miniſters, thinking that 

if they could find out any meanes to extirpate them , they ſhould 
eaſily prevaile upon the common people, having none toanimate and in- 


4 Þeiſecujon rc 
newcd. 


ſtruct them, - 

Accordingly they publiſhed an Edi& cf 006.19. 1567, in the name 
of the Duke of Newvers,Governour for the King on this fide the moun- 
eains, injoyning all of the religion there inhabicing or abiding, thar were 
not the Kings natural Subjects, to depart, together with their families 
| within the ſpace of three dayes, and never to return thither to inhabir , 
pals, or otherwiſe to abide without a ſpecial ſafe conduRt, upon pain of 
ite, and confiſcation of their goods, 

Now the greateſt part of the Miniſters not being natural ſubje&s to 
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the King, by this Edi were to quit the Marquilarte, 0! to obtain a ſafe 
conduct , or laſtly ro incur the penalty: A fate condu&t tl:ey*tould” nor 
obtain , 5nd yer they thoughrthemtelves bound in Concience'not'to 
abandon r:eir people; wherefore continuing with their Congrevations, 
wwo of them- were appiechended 2ng impriſoned* viz, Monfient 
Francis Truchi, and Monſieur Francs Soulf, where they were detained 
four years, tour moneths, and odd dayes, the poor people bein? nor able 
by any means to obtain their deliverance, though tiey contintafly ſol- 
licited dc Birazne their Governour, and others thar had undertaken the. 
m2nagement of theſe affairs: yet the Lord was ſo pleaſed toreſtrain the 
power of their Enemies that they could not take away their lives': yea 
by c gies thy obtained for them a more {pacious and convenient pri- 
ſon than that whereunto they were at firſt confined, LP 

To procure their tu] deliverance the «© hurches of the Marquiſare 
ſent their ſupplications to the King by the atorefaid Miniſter Galatze, and | 
another ; who fer out Fuly 27. 1571, and went as tar 1s Rochel to im- 
plore the inteic. fon of the C ueen of Navar,as alſo to intreat the aſſi- 
ſ.nce of diveis others in ſeveral places: and the great Patrons of 
the reformed religion diſputed their caſe before the King, and in the 
end obrzined Letters under the Kings own hand for their enlargement, 
od, 14.1571, which was accordingly effected; but it was four monerks 
after befo: e it could be done, 

When Sieur Galatee returned, he was overjoyed, as well for the pro- 
ſperous ſucceſle of his negotiations, as tor the great hopes ot a profound 
peace, founded npon the ſmooth promites of his M:j-ſty, and upon 
the alliance which he had made by the marriage ot his ſiſte- to the King 
of Navar, who profeſſed the retormed religion, Bur this joy l-ſted 
but from the moneth of May 1572, to the beginning of Sepremb. at which 
time there arived the lamentable news of the m:ſſacre of many noble 
perſons, an4 multitudes of others who were moſt inhumanely murthered 
in divers places of France, to the great aſtoniſhment of a!l che faithful in 
thoſe parts. | 

About the ſame time there arived letters from the King to the Gover 
nour Birague,by which he ws required to have aneye,thar, at the arival 
of the news ot what happened at Parz, they of the Religion ſhould 
make no combuſtion ; remitting tne reſt of his pleaſure to choſe inſtru- 
ions which he had ſent him by the bearer, the contents whereof were, 
that heſhould pur to death all the chiet of the Proteſtants within his ju- 
rifdidtion, whote names he ſhould find in the Roll char ſhould be preſent- 
ed to him. 7 

Biragnc having received this command, rogether with the Roll afore- 
mentione 1, was much troubled, and immediarely called his Council to- 
gerher, whom ie acquainted with the Kings Orders: wherenpon 'fome 
were of opinion tiat they ſhould be immediately executed : Bur 
others, {eeing the King in his Jate Patents, not many moneths before, 
had enlarged the Miniſters that were impriſoned, and had ordered that 
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their Conſcience ſake-' as alſo upon conſideration that nothing had oc- 
a ſpecial p.o- | curred fince that time worthy ſuch a change, they therefore thought ir 
vidence. pe Ay ſecure the perſons of ſuch as were enrolled, and to defer 
execution for 2while , and inthe mean time to inform the King that 
ty were perſons of Honoyr, faithful co his Majeſty , living peaceably 
with their neighbours, and inoffenſive 1n their lives: adding thar in caſe 
his Majeſty wasreſolved that they ſhould be pur rodeath, there was yer 
time enough roexecute his pleaſure therein, 
| - This advice Birague approved of, and accordingly apprehended ſome, 
but others eſcaped, and concealed themſelves: and in the mean time he 
diſpatched a Meſſenger to the King, to inform him as aboveſaid, and co 
know his further pleaſure. This Meſſenger met.another at Z zons,here | 


| the King had ſent to Zirague to advertiſe him, that in caſe his tormer 
Order was not already executed, he ſhould deſiſt from it, and only have 
a ſpecial care that thoſe of the Religion ſhould make no inſurreQtion,nor 
have any publick exerciſes. 

- But they of the reformed Religionin the Marquiſate were nor alittle | 
troubled when they heard of the cruel maſſacre of their brethren in | 
France without diſtin&ion of age, ſex, or quality, inſomuch as divers of 
them fled; many Papifts allo ſecretly cauſed the tamilies of their kind ed 
and friends of the Religion to renre their families and themſelves till 
ſuch time aS Birague had publiſhed rhe Kings pleaſure, after which they | 
returned by little and little + and though their publick exercifes were | 
| prohibited, yet they were well ſatisfied with the aſſurance of their lives, | 
2nd eſtates, Gdes that they had the liberty of private exerciſes in their 


This was the condition of the Proteffavt Churches in Salxces during 
the tire that it was under the Dominion of the King of France, which 
continged tothe year 1588. at which time the Duke of Savoy took the 
| poſſeſſion, who, for 2 while (uffered them to enjoy their priviledges in 
al: Burn particular, ſome of the chiet Members of the Church of 
Dromier, being cited to Twrin, were ſo befooled with ſubtile Artifices, 
| that one part of them promiſed to goto Maſſe, which gave a confide 
cable blow to the ſaid Church , yer it loft not its courage in gene! al, 
although the great failings of the former encouraged their adveria: ics 
| ro attempt the like upon others by both words and letters, 

The pukesIct- | Anne Chrifti 1597. the Nuke of Savoy wrote his Letter to them, 
terto draw | wherein hetold them how defirous he was that all his Subjetts in the 
themroPo- | Afarquiſat of Setvces ſbould embrace the Rom? Religion, and finding |} 
that his exhortations had prevailed with ſome, he hoped thar chey would 
have the ſame effea vpon the reſt , defiting that laying afide 
their Heretical obſtinacie , they would embrace the true Religion out of | 
s ro Gods __ thetr own good, making large promiſes to 
ſuch as ſhould ſubmit, and telling chem rhac 1x ſhould return co their 


| grenadrancage. EyRas 6 
Their anfxer, | The Churches of the Marguiſat having received this Jerter, they an- 
Gere, fird, that. they xeturned his Highneſs many thanks for thar | 
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he had ſuffered them to enjoy their Religion hitherto 2s he hed found 
them in the year 1588, when he took poſleſſion of the Marquifat,. Se- 
conuly they humbly intreated -him to continue co them the ſaid benefir, | 
as alſo to grant them his protection, ſeeing that they knew that their 
Religion was founded upon the holy Scriptures, according to which 
they ordered their lives and converſations, ſo as none had any juſt 0cca- 
fion of offence : and conſidering that even the Fews and other enemies 
of Chriſt were ſuffered co live in peace, and to enjoy their Religion, | 
they hoped thar thoſe which were found Chriſtians, faithful ro God, 
and loyal to their Prince, ſhould not be denyed the ſame privi- | 
ledge. ; 


After this ai' *'ver they lived a while in peace, and the Duke took a! 

' voyageinto F2 *, after which followed a War, ſo thas they concinu- | 

| ed as aforetime Bur after the exchange of the Marquiſat was eſtabliſh- 

; edupon him, his ſoft Letters were turned into ſharp Edjig#s , wherein 

' he commanded all thoſe of the Religion within the Marquiſat, that ' 

every one ſhould go, and declare to his ordinary Magiſtrate within the 

ſpace of fifteen dayes whether he would renounce his religion, or go to A crue! Kd. 
| Maſs or no ; which if they would do, they ſhould not only enjoy their | 
habitations, and Eſtates, but many other favours alſo : Bur if they re- 
ſolved to perſiſt in their Religion, they were enjoyned to deparr our 
of his Highneſs Dominions within the ſpace of two moneths, andne- 
ver to return without expreſle permiſſion, and that upon pain of death, : 
and confiſcation of all their goods : yet they were permitted within the| 2 
ſaid term of two months to tranſport their goods as they ſhonld think 
meer, 

This unexpeRted E4i& being publiſhed through the Marquiſate, Fly 
1601, much troubled thoſe of the reformed Religion, who immediately 
ſent Deputies to his Highneſs to obtain a revocation, or at leaſt a mo- 
' deration of it: and indeed they had fome hopes given them by divers 
; perſons of quality , ſo that many of the poor people reſting upon this 
| broken reed, let {lip much of the ſaid prefixed time without preparing 
| for their departure, whereby hey were the more amazed. when they 
; underſtood, not many dayes before the time was expired; that all hope. | 
of favour was now wholly taken away : yet moſt of them prepared tor 
their departure ; ſomerecommending their goods to their kindred and | 
friends who remained in the Country, others leaving all they hadat | 
random, except what they could carry with them to ſerve for their 
preſent neceſfities. | 

In theſe two moneths ſpace they who were reſolved to depart, were| _ 
continually ſet upon by their friends and kindred, with all manner of | **2i® fart 
perſwaſions to divert them from their purpoſes , eſpecially when they | 
' preſented themſelves to che Magiſtrate to give in their anſwer in 
| writing : For then they were cauſed to ſtand in a certain Pew inpubs | 
lick view, where the Magiſtrates had either Monks, or other Ecclefſt- 
 aſticks, who ceafed not to urge them by all poſſible argaments and mo- 
' tives thereby to ſhake their faith and conſtancy : Amongſt others, a cer- | 
| rain 
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{tain Capuchin Friar called Philip Ribo*, who a litcle before had been im- 


joyedin the fame manner in the Valley of Peroſa, being now imployed 
18-this place, ran up and down, uſing all (ubrilties imaginable , elpecial- 


that ſo the conſtancy of ſome might not encourage others : Yea hardly 
were Husbands permitted to declare tor their Wives and Children ;, and 
they, {o ſifted the tender c nes that it was hard for them to eſcape with- 
"out making ſhipwrack of thejr Faith and Religion; and to promote 
theit deſign they prohibited all upon pain of death, not to difſwade 


; others from revolting, Yet through Gods mercy, they were fo fortified 


in their ſpirity that moſt of them withſtood the centrations , and: went 


Courage, and | forthas Providence guided them , not knowing whither thity' wen, 


Some ſteered their courſe beyond the Alps to France, Geneva,and other 


-.' places : Others retired themſelves into the Valleys of Piedmont, and re- 
They are ba- \n2ined there without trouble, though the Edict required that they 


ſhould depart our of his Highnefles Dominicns, 

\ Inche beginning of this Perſecution, the adverſaries fearing ſome 
reſolute union amongſt chele poor perſecuted ſouls, to prevent any com- 
buſtion, they gave it outin the Churches of the Mountains, that chough 
the.Edi&t was general, yet the intention thereof was only to unlodg thoſe 
inthe lower Plains, in the great Villages, and other publick places : and 
chat ſuchas inhabited amongſt ' the Mouncains might be ſure to live (in 
peace and quiet : This indeed was a cauſe that at the firſt there was not 


| ſuch an univerſal union amongſt thoſe of the Reformed Religion that were 


deſtinated for ſlaughter, as they;could have deſired : Bur this fraud at 


\length appearing occaſioned a more cloſe union amongſt them - Neither 


was it without cauſe: for ac laſt they ſpared thoſe in the Mountains no 
more then thoſe of the Plains: only that they made no enquiry after 
the Church of Pravillelm, and the quarters thereabouts, who thereupon 


truſting to the ancientneſs of their poſſeſſion, troubled not themſelves 


| to make any declaration to the Magiſtrate , or to prepare themſelves 


| 


for their departure, as if the Edict had notatall concerned them : Nei- 
ther. indeed were they diſturbed rill all che reſt were departed out of the 
Province , and ſcattered in ſeveral places : But at length they were gj- 
ven to underſtand, that ſeeing they had not yeilded obedience to the 


|. Edz&, they were liable to the punithment therein appointed : and there- 


fore ſome warned them to have a care of themſelves both in general, 
and each particular : Hereupon they repaired to the Syndicks of the 
Communalty, requeſting them to intercede for them, ſhewing the 
reaſons why they conceived not themſelves concerned by the Ed, 
and therefore they had not offended out of any malicious inten- 
tion, - 

The Syndicks accordingly made many journeys about this bulinefs, 
but brought back nothing but ſad and uncomfortable meflages ; fo 


chat at laſt chey were torced to flje, One part of them the men having 


ordered 


= 


ly among thoſe who through teeblene(s of age , weakneſs of (ex, or | 
[wang of eſtates, might probably make thera more eafie ro be (ecuced : 
they cauſed chem alſo to be brought betore the Magiſtrate one by one, 
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Weſtern Mountains: Thoſe who were fit to bezr Arms (being abou 
rwo hundred ) with their Arms retired into the Caftellewie of Caſteay | 
Dauphine Which was near at hand: but thoſe of Dauphine , -and who 


reſts. | | 
Yet before their departure they declared to their Popiſh neighbours; 

that being forced to retire themielves by reaſon of the threats which | 
were given againſt them for cheir Religion; and being unable to take | 
their tamilies along with chem , they intreated them to take care of * 
them; withall telling them , that they would make a-ſudden return, | 
either of the good or eyil that ſhould be done to their Relations, either | 
by themſelves, or by their permiſſion, This ſo prevailed with the Pa- | 
piſts, that either out of fear , or for ſome other reaſons, they ſo far ſol- | 
licited, and prevailed with their Superiours, that the ochers had liberty | 
of returning to their ancient habications withour being moleſted, and , 
that for many years together, | r] 
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CHAP. XLIIL 


The Artifices and wicked prafices uſed to | [ 
conſume and aeſtroy the Faithful in the 
V alleys of Piedmont. £ 


| He Popiſh Clergy have ſeveral perſons under pay, whoſe buſineſs it 
is to kindle ſtrites and quarrels among the Proteftants, and to en- 
gage them in ſuirs of Law one againſt another : and wien they ſee them 
reduced to poverty and deſpair, they ſecretly offer them all the favour 
imaginable, provided that they will either openly revolt, orremain as | 
Spies amongſt their brethren'to betray them : and the better to diſpoſe 
them hereto , they aſſure them chat they ſhall get a full vidory over 
cheif Enemies,in caſe chey will imploy ſome Churchmen to recommend 
cheir affairs to the Judges , who in all publick imployments are prefer- 
red before the Proteſtants, and made their ſuperiours, thac ſo they may 
oyer-rule them as they liſt, | | 
The My Clergy alſo knowing that young men are apt to be in 
love, which captivates reaſon, they propound to them by their EmiC: 
fries, a match withſome Papzſt, whoſe portion arid other advantages 
they amplifie by officious lyes, and ſo they*inveigle ſome poor ſouls , 
ſometimes withour, and ſometimes againſt the conſent of their Parenes, 
and friends : and if any amongſt the Preteſtants be ſo wicked as not rg 


regard the admonitions of their Miniſters and Elders, ſo that they are 
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1to<mbrace the Romiſh Religion , where they thall be proteted- aghinit | 
+{uch as purſuethem tor their: crimes: yea they promite that they ſhall * 
{ beſet over chem inall publick Offices, by which 'means they may have 
power in their hands to be revenged of them. - This wis the practice of 
the Monks in the year 1640, 1641, &c, event towards fome who zvere 
| manifeſtly convicted of Witchcraft, who,revolting to Popery,had. their 
[lives ſpared; and were ſer at liberty : 'yea they have often reivarded : 
them with money, merchandizes. and other things; withall exempring | 
'them from all manner of Taxes: and \vhen the Proteſtants complained : 
| hereof ,: the Duke of Sony, indeed'gave them a -fayourable anſwer by : 
his E416, dated in Fane 1649, but they couldnever obtainthe putting ot 
ACYN EXECULIOR,”! O-2WL ANON Hp t 
But of all the means uſed for theſe laſt ſixty years to root out, and j 
ruins the Proteſtant Churches in the' Valleys of Piedmont , there hath 
-been none like that of the: M7Pronaries eſtablithed by mrs Clement the 
8th, Anno Chriſti 1596, For the Monalteries of theſe firebrands have 
ever been'as ſo many Citadels in the Valleys, wherein very many wick- | 
ns have been harbored, who never cealed to contrive mil- ' 
chief by their lyes, calumnies and flanders wherewith they have filled 
the ears of the Magiſtrates and Princes,, who have. alwayes given more | 
credit to them, than to the true complaints of theſe poor people in! 
their owl juſt detence , whereupon they have publiſhed many bloody | 
Edits againſt them: and prgons. the Protg/tants reiterated their humble | 
| ſupplications to his Highneſs , and therein declaredtheir own innocen- 
cy, andthe boldneſs of thoſe Mifionaries, which was grown to ſuch a 
| heighth as was altogether. intolerable , yet have-they prevailed nothing: 
= * [and that which makes' theſe Monks the more confident, is, that they 
know they are not to be puniſhed by any Magiſtrate for whatſoever they 
fay or do againſt the Proteſtants; no not when they ſteale away their 
Children from them: whereas the Proteſtants are put to ceati it they | 
ſpeak but the leaſt word againſt theſe 2/iſ10na1y Prieſts, or but go | | 
about todifſwade any,though of their own families from turning Pupift, ! 
{Yea by the Dukes Edict any one witneſs is ſufficient againſt a Proce-| 
| fant, and a reward ofan hundred Crowns is promiſed to any that will 
"| come and witneſs: againſt them', whereby all thoſe are encouraged, 
who either out of revenge , envy, or covetonſneſs, ſhall rep6rt ſuch falſe 
things againſt them as by.the Romiſh Friars they ſhall be dire- 
Qed to,, | 
- By vertue of this Edict the Monks have made bold upon all occa- | 
| ons both ih the ſtreets, yea in the very Cutches , and that in the; 
Sermon.time to ſet upon the Proteſtant Miniſters , with all the moſt : 
baſe, vile; and unſufferable ſpeeches they could poſſibly deviſe, knowing 
that no man durſt either cenſure their zeale, or_witnels againſt them 
for what they ſaid or did againſt the Proteſtuzts, for fear of the ſevere 
penalties ordgined againſt the fayourers of 7ereticks, Nay, it their! 
|aduſve carriage could but draw any word ont of the Miniſters, or ont; 
b : | ot 
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of any other mans mouth that did not pleaſe them, they had their hired | 

witneſle ina readineſle to bring the Miniſter, or other Proteſtant to the | 

take, and that without redemption, | 
Theſe men got an Edie from Madam Royal, of Fax. 16, 1642, 

having made her believe that the Papiſts were compelled to contribute : 

towards the maintenance of the Proteſtant Miniſters, with ſome other | 

ſuch like fiftions 3 upon which they obtained an Order tor the Officers : 

called Caſtellani, to give the Miſſ:onaries all the Writings they ſhould | 

demand of them z by means whereot they uſurped power over the (aid ' 

Caſtellani, and ſo over the poor Proteſtants, compelling the Caftelay; to 

make moſt unjuſt Ordinances againſt theſe poor people: As for ex-' 

| ample z when the queſtion js concerning their habitation, the Aſſr0- 

; ers do perſwade them that come to witnefle the truth,that {0 to: do. is 

to favour the Hercticks, whereby they will tall irrevocably under the 

cenſure of Excommunication ; whereas its 4 meritorious work to wit- - 

neſlſe againſt them by ſuch officious lies as are ſuggeſted to chem by the 

Popiſh Clergy : Nay, the Judges themſelves durſt not paſle a righteous 

ſentence, when it reflected in the leaſt upon the Carholick party, And 

that they may have the opportunity of negotiating with the Prote- Popith ſubcil- 

.\ ſtants, they procure of lijs Highneſle every year, the Afſignations of | ty. 

Grain, and other Impoſitions, that ſo they of the Reformed Religion , 

being obliged to make their payments to theſe Publicans , they may 

have the advantage to ſhew favour, and give ample rewards to ſuck: as. 

wilt comply with their ſuperſtitious Idolatry, and to lay beavy | 

burdens upon the backs of thoſe that are true to their Prin- 

ciples. | | 

Mention might here be madeof their frequent falling iato the faid | 

Valleys with Troops of Armed men, under pretence of quartering | 

them there; whereby they have miſerably ſurprized, and made a prey | 

| of them : As likewile the cunning ſtratagems which they have uſed 'in | 

all cheir Treaties, which have been as full of Feſaitical Equivocations, 

as of lines and ſentences, following therein their old Maxime, that 

' Faith is pot to be kept with Hereticks, 

To this may be added their diligent ſearch, and ſtrit enquiry after 
all Proteffuzt Books and Writings, which they commit to the fire with 
| much devotion, leſt they thould diſcover their rotten principles,and the 
- wickedneſle of their ations tothe world, , 

' Another ſtratagem they have to allure men to revolt, wherein are 
' profers of 8; eat rewards made, and publiſhed in the Princes name; as 
' may be {een in the Dukes own letter, wherein are theſe words, To ex- 
courage the Hereticks to turn Catholicks , it is our pleaſure , and we do 
' hereby expreſly command , that all ſuch as ſhall embrace the Holy Ro - 
mane Faith, ſhall enjoy an exemption from all, and every tax for the | 
ſpace of five years commencing from the day of their converſion , xc, | 
' Which terin of five years he hath ſometimes lengthned our to ten or | 
fifteen years ; whereas indeed the burden that they took off from rhele | 
Revolters,they laid upon the backs ot thoſe that perlevered in their | 
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- | |[Religion, the better to break and deſtroy them. 


procepapgs, they uſually incenſe the Duke by grievous accuſatjons.,and | 
o procure grievous Edifts from him againſt the poor Protefants; Theſe 
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Chriſtian Religion ) And by another Za of Decemb, 18/1622, he 
forbade them to receive any ſtrangers amongſt them tHar ſhould be either 
| Miniſters or Schoolmaſters, as allo from ſending their youth into 
Foreggp Schools ſuſpetted of Hereſie, He alſo debarred all manner of 
Proteſtants from-publick Offices, either great or (mall, In another #- |- 
dit, all Proteſtants were commanded either to go to Maſle, or to de- 
part within two moneths after the publication thereof: And by a- 
nother #dif# the. ſame. was commanded , and but fifteen dayes 
given them, | 4: | : 

| Another order was given out, Novemb. 18.163 4. enjoyning the 
Proteſtants of Campiglione, to leave that place within twenty foure 
houres, and that upon pain of death, which was executed without mer- 
Cy. The ſame was done Anno Chriſti 1655. by Gaftaldo, who gave 
no longer than twenty foure houres to thoſe of the Valleys of Sainc 
Martino and Peroſa, to depart upon pain of death; and to choſe thar 
lived beyond Pelice, but three Gays, 

Many times when theſe Miſſ:onary Fathers could not poſſibly per- 
{wade his Royal Highnefle ro in open Perſecution againſt the 
generality of the Proteſtants , then they uſually rormented them one by 
| one upon ſundry falſe pretences, whom they delivered up to the 1nqui/z- 
| tors , who contrary to all Forms of Juſtice, forthwith condem- 
| ned them, without ſo much as hearing them, or letting them knoyy their | 
 acculers, 

' - AnnoChriſti 162 2, They took one Mr.Sebaſtian Baſan,and after the 
| Inquiſitors had cruelly tempted and tormented him for the ſpace of fif- 
teen months, they burned him alive at Twriz, Novemb. 23. 1622. 
, where he dyed, ſinging the praiſes of God in the midit of the | 
' flames, | 

} 


; Ammo i655, Theſe Miſroxary Fathers ſtole away very many of 
the Proteſtants childrenin the time of the Maſlacre'; whom they would 
, not afterwards reſtore, though his Highneſs had promiſed it by his Pa- | 
tent 5 which practice is the moſt execrable of all the Turkiſh ryrannics :! 
Yet! 
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Yet there is this difference, rhat the Turks do fo only to their own 
Subjects, whereas the Popes Miniſters doit tothoſe over whom they 
have noright at all, Two inſtances may . be given” ( amongſt many 
others) of the ſubtile inſinuarions of the Feſuites ro withdraw men from 
the truth ; There were two Minifters; the one Mr, Peter Gros, the ' 
' other Mr, Francis 4guit, with whom they had thus prevailed: 'Burt | gu wm 
| the Lord inqmercy ſhewing them the greatneſle of their fin, they made cy. 
| 2 publick Recantation in a tull Congregation, Auguſt,28, & 29. 1655. | 
at Pinache in the Valley of Perouſe, wherein they teſtified their ex- | 
tream ſorrow for their defetion through inftrmity, from the 'trae Reli- | 
' gion, during the time of their Impriſonment at Turin, together with | 
' their abjuratzon of Popery, which they conclude thus. RE 
' Do natithink us unworthy your holy communion, although we have been 
an occaſatniof offence : Suffer us to ponre into your boſom:s a torrent of | 
: tears to:deplore our conditton, and to aſſure you in the' anguiſh of our | 
. ſouls, that our grief 1s greater than we can expreſſe : Help us by your ho- 
ly prayers to the Lord, and publiſh our repentance in all places where 
you. conceive our fin hath been, or ſhall bee known , that ſo it may be 
; ex iden to all the world, that from the wery bottome of orr ſouls we 
grieve, and ſorrow for it, and that in the preſence of God, and of his ha- 
ly Angels, and in the ſight of thoſe who have been witneſſes of our con-' 
verſion , we do abjure , and deteſtithe' Maſſe , the authority of the 
Pope, and in general, all ſorts of beliefs, and worſhips dependeat upen 
them; we recant whatſoever.we may have pronounced to the prejudice-of | 
the Evanzelical Truth, and promiſe for the future, through the Grace | 
of God, to perſevere tn the profeſſion of ' the Reformed Religion to the lait 
| moment of our life, and rather to (uffer Death , and Torments than to 
| renounce that holy Doftrine that is taught 'in our Church accordins unto 
' the word of God- even as we ſwear , and promiſe, with our  bendea 
knees upon the earth , and our hands lifted up to the Eternal, our Al- 
' mighty God and Father , Sonne,, and Holy Spizit, As we deſire his 
 affsſtance ts do this, even ſo help us God, Amen, 63 


Repentance, 
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| The Motives of the late Perſecntion in the Valleys of Pte- | | 
mont, Anno Chriſti 1555. with the publication of | 
| that bloody Order of Galtaldo, and the flight of the Pro- 
teſtants in the midde$t of Winter. 


| He chief Officers, and Gentry of Savoy are moved to endeavour Ct 
the extirpation of the Reformed party, chiefly for theſe | they os 
Cauſes: 1, That by evil entreating the Reformed Churches, <dtheproce- 

' they may conſerve the Papal authority, of which they have oft-times ——_ 
| ſo muchneed, to cover and cloke their Inceſtuous marriages contraGt- | 
ed by Diſpenſations from the Pope - and thus they become engaged | 

to maintaine Popery, for fear of being declared guilty of Inceſt, 2, Be- 
| : Gg 2 cauſe 


—_— — — 
— - ——— 


e | 


— 


| 


O— EFo—_—_—  - —— > ——_— * 0 Sv. - Ou ——— 
Bt A Bs Mu GI 9 Eo — — — - —— — 


4'2. | 


' 
} 


| 


[ 


as | 
| 


} 


\&c. without the performance whereof they refuſe to pay them their 


| Savoy. ſtrives ſo much to extirpate this. poor people, is, the Deſigne 


| on Malange, anarrow paſſage above Piznorolio, on thar ſide which looks 


T be late Perſecutions in the Valleys of Fiemont. 


gguſe the Courtiers for perſecuting the Reformed party are rewarded 


with Prebendaries, Biſhopricks, Abbies, and Priories, eſpecially luch | 


as are members of the Council for extirpating of Hereticks. 3, Un- 
der this pretext, the poor people of the Valleys becomea prey to the | 
ſaid Courtiers, who daily rob, and ſpoil them, extorting the beſt part ' 
of their liveliſhood by ſundry ſubtile devices, 4. The Gentry of 
Lacerna(who are very poor) promote this work all they.can by perpe-. | 
cual calumnies againſt them, rendring themſelves by ſuch good Offices | 
capable of meriting, and receiving thoſe penſions which are afſivned ! 
them by the Court of Rome for the ſame purpoſe, 5. For this en4 of | 


late they have made the Gentlemen of the reipeive Valleys ſubordi- | 


nate to the Monks, and Maſſe-Prieſts, who teach and appoint them 
what to do, as to the bearing of falſe-witnefle againft their Neigh- 
bours, ſowing diſcord amongſt them, murthering of ſome, procuring : 
the Afſaſination of others, ſealing, and carrying away their children, | 


yearly Penſions, 6, But the chief ground of all why the Court of 


that they have to wreſt Pignorolio out of the hands of the King of 
France, to which the habitation, and liberty of thofe people are a 
great hindrance: For they,inbabiting the neighbouring patts of Pigno- 
rolio, both in the Plaine and Mountains, cannot, upon the account of 
conſcience, be brought to make any agreement with the Spaniſh party 
for aſſaulting, and ſurprizing that place : Hence the Court of Savoy 
ſeeks all manner of occaſions tovroot them our, eſpecially thoſe of Lx- 
cerne, Fenile, Bobio, Campielione, Bricheras, and Saint Seconds, which 
are near Pigyorolio, and to deprive+ it*thereby of all ſorts of commodi- 
ties which it receives from the Valleys, which alone doth furniſh ir 
with more than all the neighbouring Valleys which belong to the 
Duke, Now it theſe people were extirpated, and others put in their 
places, men forward to execute their Deſignes, they might eafily ſeize 


towards France, where a very few perſons would be able to hinder the 
French Armies from relieving P:gnorolio. : 

Upon theſe, and the like grounds the Court of Savoy hath ſought their 
deſtruction, though its true, that in all the perſecutions which they have 
raiſed againſt them, eſpecially in this laſt, 1655. thole ravening wolves 
approached zn ſheeps cloathine, the better to deceive, ard deſtroy the 
innocent Lambs of C hriſt, For theſe Evangelical Churches had, long 
before that fatal year, cleared themſelves of all thoſe calumnies which 
the Council for the extirpation of Hereticks, to the end that they might 
enjoy their promiſed Penſions, had caſt upon them, Yea, his Royal 
Highneſſe had now given an ample teſtimony of his being fully ſatſ- 
fied inthis point, and by an authentick Decree publiſhed Anno Chriiti 
1649. had confirmed all former Conſeflions; which confirmation was 
again renewed Ano 1653. confirming the Grants made to them in the 
years 1603, and 1620, without any addition, or diminutjon, amplifica- 
tion,or reſtri&tion whatſoever. #4 Now! 
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| Thelae Perſecutions in the Ualteys of Piemont. © | 41 
Now as theſe poor people ſought for an Interination of theſe Grants, | | 
His Royal Highneſs, knowing that the delay thereof proceeded not from | | 
1 any negligence of their part , but was occaſioned by the multitude | 
; of Troops that were then quartered upon them,whereby they could not 
poſſibly have the convenience of aſſembling, &c, out of his goodneſs 
towards them, he declared by an £4, of May 19. 1654. that his in | 
tention was that they ſhould enjoy the Conceſſions as effetually as if pM. 
they had been again zxterinated, upon condition that they did procure : 3 
che Znterination thereot within three moneths following, So that till | 
this time of May 19, 1654, none can (ay that thoſe of the Reformed | 
Religion had committed any thing whereby to be deprived of the be- | 
nefit of their Conceſſions ; yer contrary to all their expectations, ſhort- | 
ly. after,viz, Fanuary 25, 1655, tins infamous Order was publiſhed ./ blocdy or- 


| 


, 


by Andrew Gafaldo, Door of the Civil Law, Mr,Auditor Ordina- «c. | 
ry, &c. That every Head of a Family, withits members of the Re -| | 
formed Religion, of what rank, degree or condition ſoever, none ex- | 
cepted, inhabiting and poſſeſſing eſtates in the places of Lucerna, Ln- 
cernetta,St.Giovanni, La Torre, Bubbiana,and Fenile, Campizlione, Briche- 
raſfio,and S.Secondo,within three days after the publicttion therof thould 
withdrawand depart, and to be with their families withdrawn out of 
the ſaid places,and tranſlated into the places and limits tolerated by his 
Highnels, during iis pleaſure, as namely Bobbto, Villaro, Angrogna, 
Rorata, and the Country of Bexetti, under pain of death, and ll 


| 


Ca- 
tion of houſes and goods , ſituated or being out of the ſaid limits ; 
Provided, if they make it not appear to us within twenty days follow- | 
ing that they are turned Catholicks, or that they have fold their | 
200ds to the Catholicks. And that it was not the mind of his Royal 
Highneſs by any AX whatloever to enlarge the ſaid limits: But on 
the contrary, he declares by theſe preſents, that the ſaid Ads are meer 
 uſurpations, contrary to the intention as well of his Orders, as of his | 
Magiſtrates, publiſhed to thar end ; and that therefore the tranſgreſ- 
ſors have incurred the puniſhment therein contained : Beſides, in the | 
aforeſaid places favorably tolerated , he wills that in every one of 
them ſhall be celebrated the holy Mats, forbidding thoſe of rhe pre- 
tended Reformed Religion any ways to moleſt, either by deed or word, | _ 
the Miſſionary Fathers, or their Attendants, much lets to diflwade any | 
that woukd. turn Carholicks , under the fame pain of death, giving it 
in charge particulatly to the Miniſters of the ſaid pretended Religion, 
inviolably to obſerve the ſame, upon pain of antivei ing it in their pro- 
per names,e7c, | 170 

It's eafie to conjecture the miſerable inconveniencies of a flight in 
che midſt of winter, eſpecially to ſuch a people amongſt whom were 
many aged and decrepit, many ſick and diiealed, beftdes a multitude 
of women hig with childe, or newly brought to bed, rogether with 
a number of tender Infants, yet all forced to flye, and none being in 
capacity to ſuccor another, Yetdid theie bloody beaſts inthe moſt 
violent and rigorous winter-ſeaſon chafe and drive out of their "—_ 
| al 


—— 
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a1} on a ſudden thoſe poor people, who ſcarce had clothes to cover 
| rheir nakedneſs, much leſs were they provided to reſiſt the extremj- 
ties of cold, and hunger ; thinking hereby either to force them to 
change their Religion, or to cauſe them to dye in the craggy Rocks 
and inowy Mountains; yea, they wereſs ſabtilly malicious as ro chuſe 
thoſe very days , when: by reaſon of the multitude of vio:ent wa- 
ters inthe Plain, and of ſnow upon the Mountains, they judged ir ;m- 
pofibl for thole filly ſheep ever ro eſcape, | 

But theſe poor people conſidering that the Apoſtacy propound- 
ed was the way toeternal damnation, choſe rather to follow Chriſt 
in bearing his croſs,and to hazard their temporary lives, rather than to 
loſe their fouls for ever; yet that they might leave no lawful means un2t- 
tempted, they preſently diſpatched their Deputies to the Governor, 
to repreſent to him the ſtrangeneſs of this command, to force them 
with their Families to abandon their antient habitations ; as alſo thar 
it was impoſſible for ſo many ſouls-as there were jn number ro ſubſiſt 
in the ſaid place, to which by the Edie they were confined, they be- 
ing ſcarce ſufficient to ſupply in any ſort thoſe that inhabired them : 
As likewiſe, that” this command was contrary to all their torme- Con- 
ceſſions, upon which account they protefted and appealcd to his Royal 
| Highneſs, But the Goveraor knowing well the intention of the 
| Council for the extirpating of Hereticks, would neither admit of the one or 
;of the other, Hereupon the poor people, ſeeing they could obtain 
nothing of him, entreated him to grant them at leaſt ſome time to have 
| recourſe to the Duke by humble ſupplications ; but this alſo was deni- 
.ed,unleſs they would draw up their Perkcion by a model which he ſhould 
| preſcribe, which indeed was prejudicial both to their juſt Rights and 
| Conſciences, Theſe poor people (I ſay )ſeeing this, to the end that they 
might remove all pretext for accuſing them of Rebellion, under that 
colour to ruine and deſtroy them ; hoping alſo that ar Jaſt they might 
finde ſome means to Jay their griefs at thefeer of his Royal Highneſs, 
| and thathis Clemency and Juſtice would in the end re-eſtabliſh chem 
ar A,s foam 'in their ancient habitations, they choſe rather to ſuffer this violence; 

= 'and thereforetecalling their Proteſtation, thereby to teſtifie their pro- 

found reſpe& to their Prince, they quitted their houſes, and goods 

and retired with their Familes, their Waves and Children, grear and| 

| ſmall, young and old, whole and fick ; yea, halt, lameand blind ; drae- 

ing after them ſuch as were infirm by ſickneſs or age through Rain, 
Snow, Ice, Waters, and a thouſand difficulties. 

Oh think with your ſelves, what bitter tears, whac wringing of 
hands, what ſmitting upon the breaſts, what mournings, fighings., 
and lamentations there were in the families of theſe miſerable and 
diſtreſſed Creatures, who were now reduced to the utmoſt of extre- 
mities; -before them were a multitude of violent and roari#s waters, on 
each hand moſt barbarous and ſnowy mountains ; behinde them , 
'\men ſevenfold worſe than the Zgyptians , ready to butcher and de- 
ſtroy them ; yet recommending themſelves , Souls and Bodies 
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porary miſcrics, rather than by denying their Religion, todamn their 
Souls, 

This their Conſtancy and Reſolution was no {mall comfort to o- 
ther Churches, and a matter of great aſtoniſhment to their Perſe- 
cutors ; the rather conſidering the great advantages they might 


/ing both the Maſter and his Secretary ; by which means the innocency | 


have purchaſed by quitting their Religion ; as Pardon for all 
crimes, Liberty 1t in Priſons , exemption from a!l manner of | 
Taxes,e7c. | 

They were no ſooner departed from their houſes, but a number ot 
Thieves and Robbers entred them, ſpoiling and pillaging whatever 
the people had left behinde them, pulling down their houſes, cut- 
'ing down all their trees, and rurning their habitation into a deſolate 
' wilderneſs; of which violence the poor people complained to the 
' Duke, and received from him ſuch an anſwer, that they apprehended | 
| his intentions wete not that they ſhould wholly qui their houtes | 
till their cauie might be heard and judged ; in confidence 
hereot , they ſomerimes returned to their houſes ro gaard them 
from tl:eſe Robbers, and to husband their ground, that fo they might 
have wherewithal to pay! their Taxes; yet for this they were bran- 
ded with Rebellion, though they had neither taken up arms, nor a&- 
ed any other hoſtility, every one living peaceably without giving any 
cauſe of offence, | 

Gaſtaldo having thus ariven theſe poor people from their antient 
inheritance, without legal citing chem, hearing their plea, or giving 
them the leaſt time to provide for ſo ſad a flight; their laſt 
refuge was to have recourſe to the Lord by fervent prayers, and to 
their Prince by humble ſupplications ; which was done not only by 
thoſe that were driven from their houſes, but by the other { hurches 
of the Reforned Religion, thecauſe being common to them all. But 
alas ! they found both his and all ocher his Miniſters ears ſtopped 
to their wolull crys; neither could they obtain fo-much as admittance 
into the preſence of his Royal Highnels. 

Amonoit other cunning Artifices uſed by their malicions Adver- 
{aries to imbitrer the fpirits of his Highneſs , and the Dutchels his 
' Mother againſt theſe poor Proteſtants, this was one ; Fohn Reſſap , | 
; Preſident of the Province of P7gnorolio, having tor many years born a 
deadly {pleen againſt rhe popiſh Prieſt of Fenzle, hired one to aſſaſſinate 
21m; and then by his Secretary,he ſpread it abroad all over the Country 
{tiat the Proteſtaats were the Authors of the murther , who yer 
| five days before were drivenout of Fenzle, which report flew far and 
pirr, being eater iained as an undonbred truth.-by thoſe Papiſts who 
lived far off, encreting alſo with carriage, though upon the place | 
the aurhor of this murther was well known, ſo that by all their re- 
ports they were not able to faſten any blemiſh in the minds of the 
dead Prieſts friends and Kindred, nor to hinder them from apprehend- 
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to Gois vrotetion , they are refolyed to undergo the worſt of tem- | Coutancy, 
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mulation. 


of Pioreſſa, in his Letters, wherein he ſought all the devices he could to 


ing the credit of all the reſt, 


| than upon good ſecurity, becauſe the ſaid Beryru and fome others 112d 
taken their oathes againſt his Secretary [ D, Agot ] and himſelf, for being 
guilty of the aforementioned aſſaſſination ; bur atrer ſome piivate con- 


with him to Turiz, and there not only to retra& his former oath, but 
to ſwear that he had been ſollicited thereto by the two Paſtors L cge7 
and Mechelin, as alfo by Antozio, and Francis Danna,chict Elders of the 


portunity of forging what lies they pleaſed againſt the Proteftants , 
both at Lucerna and Turin , without the Jeaſt contradiction , which 
accordingly they did to the purpoſe; for at Zacerna there were pub- 
liſhed at the ſame time two perſonal C:tations againſt the faid Leger, 


' Mechelin, and Danna; and as for Berru, he was allo at the ſame time, as} 


| a recompence for his perjury, diſcharged, and ſet at hiberty, though 
| he had been convicted of two murders, the one the afore-mentioned, 
| and the other at S. Giovanni, upon one Giovanni Bertot, a Proteſtant. 
Atter this baſe action, he came to the ſaid Zeger, and many other Pa- 
ſtors of the- Valleys, and chief men, and leaning upon his ſtaff, and 
bemoaning his condition, he proteſted to them thar he could ſcarce 
ſtand upright, by reaſon of the many blows which he had received trom 
| the Papiſts to force him to forſwear himſelt againſt the ſaid Zeger and 
thereſt; but as he could not in conſcience do io wicked an a&t, fo he 
had withſtood them to the utmoſt ; telling them plainly, who fo urged 
him, that he would rather be torn with wilde horſes than do it, and chat 


fully and then caſt him our into the open ſtreers, where he hai mi- 
ſerably periſhed , had not a certain Few pitied him, and took kim 
4 » aS he was grovelling on the ground, and ready to give up the 
ghoſt, 


In the mean time the Treaty of Peace being concluded at Pj0;:c- 


rolio, Aug.1655, Mr, Leger and the reſt againſt whom the Proceſs kad 


been made, as againſt Criminals, ſtaying a while at Pigzorolio, chinced 
to hear of it, and thereupon went preſently to the Prefe&t Riſſun, en- 
| treating him to tell them if it were true that Berry had thus accuſed 


| wn 4 
of the Reformed party. was fo cleared to the wotld, that che Marqueſs 
lay ſomething to their charge, never mentions this tor tear of blemiſh-- 
Shortly after one Berru baſely murdered Peter Rovier Conſul of | 
Mean; and then fled to Pignorolio, where he was met by che atore- | 


ſaid Riſſay, who was lately returned from Twrin, where he had been im- : 
priſoned for the former murther, and now had his liberty no ocherwile | 


they thereupon ſeeing his conſtancy, had beaten him moſt unmerci- | 


«gr cc 
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ferences had between them Riſſan, ſo wrought upon that wretched | 
Berru, by gifts and promiſes, that he was per{ivaded to return back | 


— — — 


Churchof S.Giovanni;, by means of this devilith retractarion and ca- | 
lumnje, Riſſax and his Secretary were diſcharged in the very licar of | 
the War between the Papiſts and Proteſtants, 1o that they had the op- 
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[them ; Riſſay made them ſuch a doubtful anſwer, thar they judged it | 
hightime to have immediate recourſe to the Senator Prezr.aſtizo, be- ; 
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ſeeching him to declare to them the truth of the whole matter,and ro ap- © © 
point them a ſet time and place to make their juſtification : Hereupon 
he told them plainly that Berrs had accuſed chem for ſuborning him 
to {year fallly againſt D? Agot; and his Maſter; and withal he ſhew- 
ed them a copy of the C7tatzon againſt the ſaid Leger, and the reſt of 
his Complices, which wasto baniſh them our of the Dukes Domi- | | 
nions, it they did not appear perſonally at Teri to anſwer to ſuch j- | 
terrogatories as ſhould be propoled to them abour that buſineſs, ' Upon 
this Sieur Leger, by the affiſtance of David Leger, a Miniſter, handled 
the matter fo, that the ſaid Berry was ſhortly after apprehended. 
as he was lurking in the Highways, with a purpoſe to mur- | 
ther the ſaid Leger upon the firſt opportunity, This wretch being. 
thus apprehended, uſed all the devices imaginable to have got out of 
their hands ; though they afſured him, thar all chat they intended was 
only to make him verifie what he had already confeſſed betore a full | 
Aſſembly of their Miniſters and others,” ' Leger being aſſured that Berry | 
was in fafe.cuſtody, went and declared the whole matter to the Sena- | 
tor Perichvini, and to Referendano Tarquin, yea and to Rifſan hitmſelt , | 
| who was on a ſudden not a little ſurpriſed at it ; afterwards he told | 
it to the French Ambaſſador, and to the Ambaſſadors of the Ewan- 
gelical Cartons, and with much ado he got leave to bring the ſaid per- 
jured perſon to Pignorolio, where he hoped to obtain leave of coming 
tace to face againſt him inopen Juſtice, importuning all the Dukes Mi- 
niſters of Juſtice, and the French and Switzers Ambaſladors for their 
interceſſion, the laſt whereof openly proteſted, thar in caſe of retuſal, 
they would complain that Juſtice was denied them ; yer could they | 
prevail no further, but that there ſhould bea letter written to Turiz | Popith ipju- 
about it : from whenceafter a while they had an anfiver, that nothing | "© 
could be donein it; and ſo Leger was fain to content himſelf, that 
he and the reſt chat had been accuſed were declared as perſons altogether | 
innocent, and clearly acquitted from the accuſation that Berru had 
made againſt them. v 
| Upon this and the like feigned accuſations, the Deputies of theſe 
poor. people and their Supplications were miſerably rejected at the | 
Court of Savoy: For when they inſtantly beſeeched the chiat Mini- | 
{ters of State at Twriz, that they might be admitted into che Dukes | | 
preſence, there to caſt themſelves at his feet, the Conncil for extirpa- 
| 257g of Hereticks would not ſuffer them to have audience of his Highnels, 
and contrary to all equity they uſurped the cogniſance of this bulineſs, 
which belonged not to them, they being of the adverſe party ; nay, 
they were not ſuffered to come1n perſonally before themto plead their 
own cauſe, but were forced to {end intheir Procurator Gibeino,a Pa- 
it, who,knowing that Excommunication 1s the certain puniſhment 
of all thoſe that any way favored the Hereticks, durſt not ſpeak 
4 word till he had fallen down on his knees and begged leave of the 
Archbiſhop, who was Preſident of that Council; and the concluſion 
was, that thoſe of the Valleys were commanded to make no more re- 
| Hhh queſts ' _ - 


— I 


WEIS ro oo 
”—- —O' Aa 49 


m4 


—— > cw 


— 
— 


—— — — —— 
Oe es 4 
———_— JL I—_ 


}, 


CEA eons ennoe—_—_ co Rr y IE Co 


—— 


- The late Perſecution in the Valleys of Piemont, 


er —————_—rree TY nw 


Popiſh ſub- 
tilcy, 


—[queſtsto his Royal Highneſs, unleſs they would ſend Deputies with | 


procuration, and power to accept and promiſe all that ſhould be or- 
dered them ; yet they ( like the importunate widow ) ſent again | 


interceſſions, inſtantly requeſted Madam Royal to have pity on them, 


their Deputies to Trim, with their requeſts, and with order to en- j 
deavor to get audience of his Royal Highneſs ; they alſo, befide other | 


ly after the blood of theſe poor creatures; yet that he might not open- 
ly diſcover the black deſign of the Council for extirpating of Hereticks, 
before the hour of its execution, he diſguiſed his anſwers to them in 
ſuch doubtful terms, that though he gave them but cold comfort, yer 
he left them not without ſome glimmering hopes at leaſt of a day of 
audience for the hearing of their complaints, that ſo during this in- 
terval of time all things might be in a better readineſs for the day 
of ſlaughter, as you ſhall hear jn the next Chapter, 
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| A Narrative of the bloody cruetties which were ex- 
erciſed againſt the Proteſtants of the V alleys of 
Piemont during the beat of the Iate Maſſacre 


Popiſh cruelty 


 #nfApnl, Anno 1655. 
| . . 
| Pon Saturday April 17, 1655. Whilſt the deputies of the Pro- 
| teſtants were by the ſubtilties of Pioneſſa, detained at Turin, as 
you heard before, there arrived a great Army at St.Giovanyi, 
which was now, with La Torre, and all the lower parts unpeopled, and 
in a fad and lamentable condition ; this Army continued there for ſome 
| hours, and in the dusk of the evening fell into La Torre, where they 
| met with none of the Preteftapts, only about eight or ten perſons, not 
| thinking of an enemy, were ſeeking up and down for ſomething ro 


they were ſaluted with a volley of ſhot, which killed Giovanni Combe, 
and hurt Peter Reſtain, whereupon the reſt, ſeeing the danger fled for 
their lives, | 

The next day being the Sabbath, the enemy ranged about through 
{the Communalties of La Torre, and St,Giovany;, plundering and pilla- 
ging all beforethem ; and the day afrer, heir number being encreaſed,to 


and to procure the ſame for them ; they wrote alſo other Letters to di- 


; 


| vers Princes of the blood ro mediate for them about the ſame ; but | 
all in vain, for they could get no anſwer from any of them; and | 
' - | the Marquels of _—_ {lighted their ſupplications, thirſting violent- | 

k 


| 


| 


( 


ſarisfie their hunger ; but ſo ſoon as they came near to the Convent | 


| 


abour Fifteen thouſand, they ſer upon the Protefants in ſeveral quarters | 
amongſt 
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amongſt the little, hills. of ;:St.Giapansr, and La Torre, © But the poor 
people, being..prompted-chererd by. the Law of Nature ;' ood wp The Prote- 
'on their own defence; +and the enemy was vigorouſly © oppoſe&* on | 3" -oqg 
\, ECT | | : Sap AT = einfclves. 
every ſide;, 1n one. place.by C aptalgi Feher "and in other places by 
the Officers of St,G/oyanms; 4 SOTO on» and their Ttoops, 
Tueſday 4prth 20. Ihe Repifh Armyoipage three ſeveral arrempts to 
take away,.the. Belt of $6G1vanrmuing to burn the Church : but thoſe 
'of . the poox. people in.'arms,. did fe; couragionſly reſiſt them , "thar | 
they were , divento A (hamefyl retrear, \weth the loſsof, ont Fifty | 
of their yen; and..had  not..their Cavalry defended: the Plain. they : 
bad_bcen utterly-roured:} 4 But of. the" Prorefants" party there” were 
' ogely Two... {lain.,- npan:whoſe:.dead bodijesthey"'bafely*Fevehged | 
themſelves, A nel e emo ,nt Io voi. 1 = 71 451 
_. Fpednejday the 21, which - was the fatal "day to the Proteftants , 
the Marqueſs of, P:angſa.held 'the: Deputies of the Valley of Zy- | 
cerna in parley till, noon,,\and: them-entertained'them with a'large ' 
Dinner, and. ſent. them-awdy with«many- fair promiſes, thar there 
ſhould. be. ng, hure., done; to- any except thoſe of St.-Giovanm and Za pg, ab. 
Torre, .as.being the; places ſpecified in'the Order of Gaſtaldoz"*but for city, 
the reſt; it. chey- would but: quarter. a few Troops as a token of- their 
obedience, and. that buge/ar..a ſhort\tume , they might be feartefs'ot. 
the leaſt inconvgaience. « Hereupon' the Agents'of Argroene' beſtir- | 
£d themſelves to. perſwkde their own party from making the leaſt re- 
ſiſtance ; the Lange did the-Agonts of Kiflaro and:Bobjv + But no ſooner | 
were thoſe,Tpxoops entred,; buc-they: pur all co fire and ſword, flaying | 
all they met, wjth that had but:the:Iikeneſs of mankind, and that in 
the moſt barpaxous- manner they could poſhbly deviſe : As you we d| 
ſee. by this.extrat of a Letter written by ſome of- thoſe poor Prote- | 

ſtarts, wherein they thus weite; The Army having gotten footing, became | 
very numerous by the addition of a multitude of the neighboring inhabi- 
 tants, who hearing thas we were given for a prey ts the Planderers, fell 
upon #5 with an impettiens fury : 'To theſe' were added a great number of 
| Qui-laws , Priſoners, and. other offenders, who 'thokght hereby to have 
| fawed their (ouls, and filled their purſes : We were forced alſo torecerve 
| five or ſix Regiments of the French Army, beſides- fore Triſh (to whom 
| as1t was ſaid, our Country was promiſed Yand ſeveral other Troops of High- 
| way-men, and Vagabondstnder a pretamce of coming into the Valleys only for | 
freſh Duarters, F107 IO OTTILOT 040 40 94 [1 13; 3157 
 .. The multitude being licenſed by Pianefla, 'enconrazed by the Monks, | gxbaouscu-! 
and led by oar wicked Neighbors, feb. upon: ws with-ſuch violence oh every | dy. | 
| ſide, and in ſo treacherous a manner, eſpecially in Angrognia, Villaro and | 
| Bobio ( to whom Pianefla had plighted bis troth, that if they would but 
' quarter one Regiment, they ſhould be ſecure from all harm) that in a mo- | 
' ment of time all was turned into a confuſed heap, and the inhabitants | 
\ conſtrained after skirmiſhes that they made in the way, to fiye for their 
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lives, together with their Wives and little children; and that not onely 
the inhabitants of the Plains, but of the Mountains alſo, who had other- | 
| x H h h 2 | wiſe -. 20 


| 


| ee as EN ITE AED CET 


Cnnbowne -< none eos W * 
- - 
20 
_ p 
x 
z 
np—_— ww 
i 


t 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Tbelate Perſecutionsin the Valleys of Piemonr. 


their. fi 


2 -—— — —— — GC — ——————————_——_—— emo 
— eee ee ee EOS een 


WR iſe Teen ert ainly betrayed aud, ſorptifed. "Yet was n0t all their dilizence | 


(ufficient to. preſexve, wery maky of them from deſtruttion , for In many. 
plager they. were hemmed in on' (every ſide, that there was no way left for; 
4 but they: mere mojt. intiumanl) \maſſacred.” ' 1 one place they | 
 eruelly, tormented Ont: hundred and" fity Women and Children, and after- | 
' wards, choppd off the-heads of - ſomes, and daſde'out the brains of others 
 agdinſt the rocks  Multitudes: of :Priſoners they took ; and ſuch of them 
7 A fifteen years of age and upward who” refuſed to go ts Maſs, they 
hanged. uh: ſome, 'and ; nailed the fe of others to trees, with their heads 
| hanging downwards, :all which they conftantly: endured. Mr Groſs, one 
of the Paſtors, with:ſome of bis Family they ſent to Turin: They made 
| ſuch hawock of all, that-there were-neither any" Cattel or other we; 
left in the Valley of Lucerna; Tea, in the Communalties of St. Gio- 
 vanni, Lai Torre,&fc. 4 Franciſcan Friar and another ' Prieſt ſet fire on 
houſes, and Churches that they left not one of them unburmt. In theſe 
Ae] lations the Mother. was bereaved of her (weet Childe,” the Husbaxd of 
his dear Wife, Thoſe which mere "o__ amoneft us are forced to beg 
thezr bread ,, yea, they-are . weltring in their own blood, and deprived of 
all outward comforts ; and whereas there wereſome' Churches in $t, Mat- 
tino, that were always formerly: as a Sanituary. to the perſetuted, they are 
now commanded to quit their dwellings, antfegery ſoul 4 them preſently | 
to depart without any reſpite, and that under pain of dedth, | 
© The pretence of. theſe ſtrange. Maſſacyes ant cruelties art, that we are 
Rebels to the Duke's commands in not forming '4 piye Sno ibility by 
immediate departing from onr Habitations in Bubiana;\ Lucerna , Fe- 
nile, 'Bricheras, La pen," On G—_ -- St. Secondo, As alſo 
or our frequent petitioning hw . Royal Highneſs to take pity' upon us, To 
nile of 4 ” Paxil ul and flouriſhing Churches 2 4 deſolate , 
and that without remedy, unleſs the Lord: work miraculouſly for 
#5, OC. ao | | 
The truth is, the cruelties which were there excuted would ex- 
ceed the belief of any man , were they nor-ſo fully proved, by the 
formal atteſtations of eye witneſſes, by the wofull crys of ſo many 
| deſolate and poor wretches who have been miſerably robb'd of their 


. | Relations, Houſes, Lands, and all other comforts; yea , by cha 


' formall oath of one of the chief Commanders of the Army that a&- 
| ed theſe cruelties, figned withhys own hand in the preſence of rwo 
authentick witneſſes, and the'voluntary confeffion of one of the Sol- 
diers, who told ſome of his Comrades that many times, during the 
heat-of the Maſſacre, he had ſurferred with eating the boiled: Brains 


of the Proteſtants. 


| The 
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Thie Declaration of Monfieur 4u Peter Bourg, firſt Captain of - the | | 
Regiment of Grayſey, ſubſcribed with his own hand ar 'Pi9nerol; Now. | 
27, 1655, 1n the preſence of two other Commanders, '!' , > | 


I Sieur du Petit Bourg being commanded by Prince Thomas to go, 
and joqne my ſelf with the Marqueſſe of Pranefia , who: was then at La | 
Torre: upon my departure 4 was requeſted. by the CAmbaſſador to ſpeak | 
to the Maxqueſſe', 'and-to uſe my endeavour to accommodate the rron- | 
bles which mere amongſt thoſe of the Rel1gion in the Valleys of Pie-| 
mout , which accordingly 1 did , entreating thim with 'much earneſt-, 
neſſe that he would give way thereunto , and: 1: doubted 1-0: but 1 ſhould| 
be able tp effet it : but he refuſed this my requeſt , and-that divers 
times, notwithſlanding all the endeavours 1 could poſſibly rfe to perſwade 
him thereto , and inſtead of the leaſt. mitigation; I was witneſſe to ma- | 
ny great wviolences, and extreme cruclties exerciſed by the Bandets," and” 
ſouldiers of Piemont uponall ſorts, of every age, ſex ,. and' condition, | 
whom 1 ſaw maſſacred , diſmembred , hanged up , burnt, and taviſhed, | 
together with many horrid confuſions , which I' beheld with horror and | 
regret : and without any diſtiatfion of thoſe that reſiſted , and ſuch as | 
reſiſted not , they were uſed with all ſorts of inhumanity , their houſes 
burnt , their goods plundered ;, and when priſoners were brought before 
the ſaid=Marqueſſe, I ſaw him give order to give them no quarter at 
all, ſaying, his Highneſſe was reſolved to have non? of the Religion 
| within his Dominions. Axd whercas in his Declaration he proteſts that 
there was no hurt done to ariy but during the fight , nor the leaſt out- | | 
rage committed upon any perſons that were rot fit to beare Armes : T1 will | 
maintaine that it's not (o , having ſeene with my eyes many perſons | 
killed in cold blood : as alſo women, aged ptr[ons , and young children, 
miſerably murdered, &c. | Bok 21:13 g | 

The atteſtarion of divels perſons of honour ; andintegrity., who 
werefor the moſt part eye, and eare witneſſes of the enſning barbarous | 
cruelties which were exerciſed upon diverſe members of the Evangeli- 
cal Churches in the Valleys of P:emont in the late Maſlacre 1655. 

Sarah Raftignole des Yienes, about ſixty years of age , being over- | Women tipt 
taken by divers ſouldiers , was commanded to fay her prayers, and is 
when ſhe bad done they bade her ſay Feſw# Maria, which the poor wo- 
man retuſing, one of the ſouldiers thruſt a fickle into the. lower part of 
her belly, and ript her up to the navel, and thendragged the poor crea- 
ture upon the ground, being half dead, till another came and cur off her | 
head ; the daughter in Law of this poor woman who hid her ſelf in the 
ſnow for two dayes after without any ſuccour , was aneye-witneſlſe 
hereof. 
Martha Conſtantine of Giovanni, aſter that ſhe had feene ſeveral 0- 
thers moſt cruelly put to death, was her ſelf, firſt raviſhed, and after- 
wards had her Breaſts cut off, and part of her Privities by ſomeof the. | 


ſouldiers, who tried them, and ſer ther before ſome of their Comrades, 
making 


Baſe cruelty. 
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| making them believe they wereTripes,but when they had eatena good 
 kpartzchey; cold them what they were»: whichcauſeda quarrel amongſt 
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thernzand they thathadeaten them were ſo ſick, that-{ome of them died 
ſoon after, ' This was certified by a: Papsſt ro one Andrea Favehot Ei-: 
nachia, | 5 

>, A man of Thraffantere being taken priſoner, received divers ſtabs in | 


|.to-the wound, frying it with.the lame thereof, that fo the blood might 


his Religion © But wheninothing would do, they tyed one. of: his legs 


| Zſay Garcinoof Angrogna, of ninety years old, had firſt his body | 


| rurne carried her upon their ſhoulders till they were weary , and then 


.the.ſoles of. bis feer, and in his eares -by:two of the \[{ouldiers, who af- 
-tzerwards cut.o his privie members, and then applied a burning candle 


be ſtopped;and the rorments of that miſerable creature NE hen 
tore they. his:nailes off. with burning pincers to force him to-renounce 


to2'Mule, and-dragged him thorow the ſtreets till he was almoſt dead, 
and then binding'a « ord abour his head, they twiſted it with a ſtaffe 
tilt his eyes and braines dropped out, and then caft his carcafle into the 
Baver;s..nd who hn be | % | 

|. - Peter Strmond of . Angrogna about eighty years of age, was Ft neck 
| and heeles:together,and ſo violently thrown down a fearful Preciprce,bur 
[ by. the way, falling upon cragged branch of a Tree, he there hung in a 
moſt 1anguiſhing condition for divers days together{4 moſt lamentable 
ſpectacle to behold) being neither able to-help himfelt, nor capable of 
receiving help from others, the Preczpice. being inacceſſible. | 


he _—_—————— 


cut, and hacked'im ſmall pieces, and then his head chopped off, 
-\'The'wife of Daniel Armand of La' Torre, had her body torne and | 
' cut.in pieces, and the parts ot-it ſtrawed along the high-way, and hung 
. upon the hedges. by ry | 
| <3 Caprain-Pola of Plancalier took two poor women of La Torre, and | 
with his Fauchin ript up their bellies, and left them grovling upon the 
Snow in this ſad and Jamentable condition till they died, 
| © 'Thefouldiers of Bagvols cut off, firſt the noſe, then the fingers; and 
laſtly the hands of a very old, and decrepid woman, anti fo left her lan- 
guiſhing in this wotul condition, not having ſo much as an hand to feed 
her ſelf with, till ſhe died. E | 
They took alſo many little children, and tender infants, and flung 
| them down the ſteep Rocks, whereby they were daſhed to pieces, 
| "Magdalen Bertino.of La Torre they ſtripped ftark-naked., tied her 
head between her legs, and threw her down one of the ow, my: 
. Mary Reymonae; Of La Torre, alame woman, was found in a Cave 
=_ all her fleſh ſliced off from the bones, and chopt as ſmall as herbs 
to the pot, 
Magdeley Pilot of Yillaro being exceeding decrepit, and blinde with 
old age, was cut in pieces ina Cave near Ca#telzs. 
: Annadaughter to Giovanni Charbontere of La Torre had a long ſtake Þ 
thruſt into her privities by ſome of the ſouldiers, who each man in his 


ſtuck the end of che ſtake into the ground, and ſo left her hanging in 
4h & | the | 


— 
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| the aire: A tertible ſpecacle to every one that paſſed by, 

Gievannt Andrea Michialin of La Torre being taken Pritoner, eſ-| 
caped miraculouſly, having firſt ſeen three of nis children torn in pie- | 
' ces limb from limb betore his eyes, and the fourth, being abour ſix | 
| weeks old, ſnatched out of the mothers Arms, ſtripped of irs fivad- | 
ling cloaths, and its brains daſhed out againſt the Rocks, 
'  Facob Perrin, an Elder of the Church of Yillaro, and David his | 
: brother being taken Priſoners in their Beds, were carried to Lnucerna., 
| and caſt into the Marqueſſes Priſon, where they were moſt barbarouſly | 
' and cruelly handled, thebloody Souldiers ſtripping off the skin on 
their Arms and Legs, in long ſlices like leathern points, till the fleſh 

' was lett quite bare: after which they were miſerably ſtarved 
'to death in the ſame Priſon, and their Carcafles lett to rot 
there. | 
Giovanni Pelanchion, ayoung man about twenty five years old, ha- | 
ving been taken Priſoner, made an eſcape ; but being taken again by the 
. Souldiers, they tyed one of his Legs to the taile of a Mule, and fo 
dragged him through all the ſtreets of Zycerna; and becauſe the poor | 
| wretch ſometimes lifred up his hands and head, through vain and an- | 
! guzſh chat he ſuffered by the grating of his body againſt the ragged 
| flints, the bloody and mercileſle villains batter d and bruiſed his bo- 
| dy with ſtones and brick-bats, crying, that he was poſſeſſed with the 
{ Divel which kept him from dying, After which they cur oft his pri- | 
vy members, and crammed them violently down the poor Creatures 
mouth, and down his throat to ſtop his breath , and ar laſt chop'r 
off his head, and ſo drawing him to the Rivers bank, they lefr him | 
there unburied, i ie | | 
\ Magaale the daughter of Peter Fontana, a beautiful Girle abour | 
 tenyearsold, being taken by ſome of theſe lecherous Brures, becauſe | 
i her body was uncapable of- being ftorcedin an ordinary way, they tore | 
| her in ſo inhumane a manner, that afterwards ſhe was found half dead , | 
wallowing in her own blood. | 
A poor woman apprehending her danger, having a ſucking child | 
in che Cradle, took the child and Cradle upon her head,and fled - ſome | 
of the Souldiers ſeeing her, purfued; and ſhe perceiving that ſhe was | 
like to be overtaken, left her Cradle inthe way, ſuppoſing that thole | 

Butchers could not have ſuch hearts of Adamant as to hurt her inno- 

cent babe, and ſo hid her felt in the clett of a Rock nor far offs But ; 

theſe hell-hounds finding the Infant in the Cradle, took it our, and 
tore it in pieces, and afterwards finding the Mother, they firſt raviſhed | 
her, and then cut off her head, and left her dead body upon the 
Snow, 
Art Jilla Nova the daughter of Moſes Long , about ten years | 
old, as ſhe was flying upon the Snow, ſome Souldiers of Piemont | 
took her, broached her upon a Pike, and roaſted her alive with a | 
fire made upon a broad ſtone : and after a while they cut oft a. 
flice of her flcth, intending to have cated 'it; but finding ir | 
not 
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- Facopo Michelino, one of the chiet Eldets of the Chnrch of Bobio, 


— — 
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not well roaſted , their ſtomacks would not ferve them to 


being taken Priſoner, had his two hands tyed to his privy members, | 
and ſo hung upon a Gate in a ſhametul poſture ; but the ſhame was no- | 
thing to the torments, the whole weight of his body hanging upon (© 
tender a part, which cauſed moſt exquiſite and almoſt incredible pain: | 
and this they did to force him to renounce his Religion ; but when this | 
prevailed not, they took him down, and carried him away amongſt 9- | 
ther Priſoners: And afterwards having with incredible conſtancy en-. 
dured a world of other cruelties, he at laſt exchanged this life for a 


better, 


poor Preteſtants of La Sarcena, hanging in a moſt hideous manner, 
meerly by their privy members, and their hands tryed behind them, till 
their very bowels were almoſt torn out, and ſo ar laſt they dyed with 
horrible pain and anguiſh, 

Grovannt _ of Bobo, being eighty years old, had his Noſe, 
Ears, and other parts of his body cut off, and fo he was left 
languiſhing upon the Snow ior a long time, till at laſt he gave up 
the Ghoſt, 

Daniel Salvagio and his Witez Giovanni Durant , Daniel Revel , 
Lodwick and Bartholomew Durant, all brothers, and Paolo Reynaud, 
being taken by the Souldiers, had their mouths and throats ſtuffed with 
Gunpowder, and then ſetting fire to it, their heads were torn all to 

Ieces, "BY 
s Facob Di Rone, a Schoolmaſter of Royas, being ſtript ftark naked, 


after they had torn off his Naffs with Pincers , and made a thouſand 
holes in his hands with a Daggers Point, they dragged him by a cord 
faſtened about his middle through the Bourge of Lncernazand at every 


ſtep he took, one Souldier on one fide cutoff a piece of his fleſh with 
| a Fauchin, and another on the other ſide gave him a great blow with 
a ſtaffe, crying, What ſayſt thou now Barbet ? wilt thou go to Maſſe? 


To which the poor creature with admirable conſtancy, as long as he | 


| was able to ſpeak,aniwered, Much rather death than the Maſſe +, diſpatch 
me quickly for the love of God, A while after came a notorious cut- 
throar, who as ſoonas he ſaw him, cryed our, Lo, here i the Mini- 
fter of Roras , Withal giving him a deadly blow athwart the head 


Bridge, and cutting off his head, they threw him 1nto the River of 


| | Pelts. | 


| 


Paolo Garnier of Roras being taken by theſe murderers, they firſt 
violently pulled out his eyes,then cut off his privy members, thruſting 
' his yard into his mouth,and in this poſture they expoſed him to public: 
ſcorn for ſeveral days together ; afterwards in a moſt inhumane manner 


| they flead himalive,and then cutting his skin in four parts, they hung | 


w 


it in the windows of foure of the principal houſes of Zncerna, 
| Dan?! 


Peter Gros, during the time of his impriſonment, ſaw two of theſe 


ren 


with a Back-Sword : From thence they dragged him to the} 


| 


| 
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Daniel Cardon of Rocoappiata being taken by ſome of the Soaldiers, 
they cut off his head, took out his brains, and frying them in1a Pan, ear | | 
them up; they cut open his breaſt alſo, and were taking out his heart to | 
try and eat that, but that they were trighted by ſome of the poor peo- | 
ples Troops that were coming that way, | | 

Margaret Revel. of La Cartcre, aged eighty five years; Mary 
Di Pravillerm , aged ninety years, and blind, both of S. Giowann, | 
weretaken,and ina moſt barbarous manner were both. burned alive. | 

Madona Lena,aged eighty years, and blind, and Feanza Batzan, aged 
ninety years,both of La Torre,were uſed in the like cruel manner, and | 
burned ; 
| Awidowof Za Torre, who had lain very fick for three years roge- | 
ther, was taken by ſome of theſe bloody villains, together with one 
ot her daughters, and were drawn upon a Carr through the ſtreets ot | 
£4 Torre, and as they paſled along, ſome of theſe blood-hounds ſtab- | 
bed their bodies with Pitchforks, others bruiſed them with Alints and | 
ſtones, and then they threw them into the River of Avgrozna, where | 
they threw ſtones and bats at them till they dyed. 

Paolo Giles of La Torre, as he fled for his life, was ſhot in- 
to the neck by one of them, after which they ſlit his face through 
the chin and noſe, and when they had flain him, they lett his carcaſſero 
be eaten by the dogs, 

Some of theſe Murderers having taken eleven menat Garcieliana, 
heated a great Furnace red hot, forced theſe poor creatures to throiy 
one another into it, and when it came to the laſt man, they themſelves | 
threw limin alſo. | 

Theſe ſons of blood purſued, and hunted out multitudes of theſe 
poor Proteſtants amongſt the Rocks and Mountains, by the traces of | 
their bleeding legs and feet, which were cut and mangled with the ice, 
and flints which they met with in the way, and having found them, 
baſely. murdered them, | 

Michel Gonet of Lucernetta, aged ninety years at leaſt, was 
burnt alive by the Mountains of Be5io, whither he had fled to hide 
himſelf. | 

Bartholomew Fraſche of Fenile, was taken by the Souldiers, and at- | 
ter they had flaſhed and mangled his legs, they thruſt a poyſoned knite | 
through his heels, and in this wotul plight they dragged , and threw 
him into the common Priſon at Turiy, where he lay 1n continnal tor- 
ment till hedyed, | 

Giovanni Baptiſta Ondri,,, an Old man, was cruelly murthe- 
red at La Sarcena,atter he had been barbarouſly abuſed by them, 
Magdalena La Peire , a woman of abour thirty five years of 
age,being purſued by theſe Villains,and knowing what meaſure ſhe | 
{ ſhould meet with if ſhe fell into their hands, choſe rather | | 
to throw herſelf down a dreadfuly Precipzce, whereby ſhe dyed. | 


Margeret Revella, aged about eighty five years, together with Marie 


Di Pravillerm , about ninety years old , and blind, were both burnt 
| Mary 
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_ | then himſelf barbarouſly lain, 7 
Fudith, a widow of eighty yu old, was dragged up and down up- 


Mary Davi was baſely murdered by them. 
Michel Bellino, with Anna Di Pol Bochiardino,and a ſervant of theirs, 
' were beheaded. | | 

The daughter of Peter Mallonat, a Councellor of Saint G:- 
ovanni,, together with her brother, an infant of eight months 
old in her Arms, were rolled down a ſteep hill, and twodays 
after they were found dead upon the Snow. 


ty Rock, the morher holding the child in her Arms, and 'three days 
after they were found dead; only the child was alive, and claſped ſo 
faſt in the dead Mothers Arms,that they had much ado to ger it our. 
Foſeph Chiairet, having received a wound in the flight, was flayed 
alive, and his greaſe taken our of his body : The like was done to Pao- 
lo Carniero, | 
Mattheo Turin was maſſacred at Lucernetta, and his body deyon- 
red by dogs. 
Margeret Saretta was ſtoned to death, and her dead body caſt into 
the River. | 
| F Cypriano Baſtia was cruelly ſtarved to death, and his body caſt to the 
Ogs, 
y 1 Bertino,had firſt his noſe, paps, and privities cut off,and then 
his head cleft in twain, 
| ' Two Children were firſt murdered, and then burnt to aſhes, 
Foe h Pont was firſt wounded in his back,and then had his body cut 
in the middle. 
' Daniel De Maria being found ina place where he had hid himſelf, 
and Jay fick, had firſt two of his children murdered before his eyes, and 


0 


on the ground, and at laſt had her head cut off, - 

Three Infants of Peter Fine were ſtifled in the Snow, 

'A maid that was an innocent, was fiſt ſtripped ſtark na- 
ked, and then had a long ſtake driven through her belly, whereof ſhe 
dyed, 
| "thel the wife of Peter Beſſon, being near the time of her lying 

down, as ſhe fled for her life,was ſo affrighted with the ſhreeks of tome 
that were maſſacred , that ſhe fell in travel upon the Mountains 
where ſhe was, and afterwards was found dead with the new born infant, « 
and two other ſucking children lying by her. | 

Francis, the ſon of Mr. Gros a Miniſter, being taken, had his body 
cut into ſmall Gobbets, whilſt he was alive, and thatin the preſence of 
his wife; and then they took two of his {mall children, and moſt inhu- 
manely murdered them, 


and cold, 


One Giovanni, with his wife and child, were hurled down a migh- | 
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The Sieur Thomas Margher being forced to flye from his houſe, be- 
| ing an Elder of £4 Torre,was miſerably ſtarved to death with hunger 
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Fudith Ravelin, with her ſeven children, were all barbarouſly mur- | 
 dered .in their beds. Anna | 
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Anna, a widow of about. ſeventy five years old, was: cut.inpieces by 
che ſouldiers, MELUG 20 TE ro Ads Wo. 
The wife of Gaſpar Fayol, 'being, taken, was forced. ta labour hard 
for them by cutting down: the corne, ahd at laſt as: ſhe was ſo at. work, 
they came behind her, and cut off herhead,! i 6) 0 DA |] 
Facob Roſſeno refuſing to ſay Feſus Maria, was: firſt cruelly beaten 
with cudgels, and:clubs; and having received ſeveral ſhots in his body, 
they at laſt claye his bead.-:i: ' i; 2 ht ocls ut [ore n3 5 ot; 
| Uy children, both of: them dumb,;were maſt unmercifally murs | 
tnered, 231596 | 
Suſanna, the dayghter of Pualo Giacquins, :refifting,'a' ſouldiertithac 
would have ygpiſhed her, and by:chance puſhing him dawn # rock; was 
hewedin pieces by others of them, | 2352:7 £7 1s mb 
Giovanni Plus, a poor:Peſant of 1s Torre , being takem' by. the | 
Souldiers, afterall manner of reproaches; and ſcorns:caſt'upon hum by | 
the Friers, and others, in words, and actions, was by the command of | 
the Marqueſle of | Poneſſa dragged: by the; hangman to & place near: the 
Convent, Where the Marqueſſe commanded: the hangman to place!the 
ladder againſt a tree, and to prepare for his Execution, at which timerthe 
Monks, and Prieſts ceaſed not: to uſe all' thearguments which the De- | 
vil and their own wicked wits could pofltbly furniſh them with,,- to 
ſhake the Faith, and Conſtancie'of this-poor.creature 4: yet: could they 
not prevaile ; yea byall his geſtures, ahd expreſſions be: ſhewed the'in+ 
ward joy of his ſoul that he :was counted wirthy to ſuffer: for the' num 
| of Chrift : and though they.oft preſſed him to remember the ſad eſtate 
that he ſhould leave his children.and family.in, yet he alwayes:anſwer- 
££d that it was. his hearty Prayer t0 wry 9 God that bs children might 
follow their fathers ſeep , and die like himſelf” wheteupon the Prieſts | 


FW" 


7m 
feeing all their labour loſt, affiſted the Hangman to end this poor:mans | 
lite, and haſted to turn him off the ladder; 7/1 to hu 
Sieur Paols Clement, an Elder ot the Church of Roſſana, was ſhort+ 

ly aiter brought by the Monks andPrieſts to this fameplace,and fhew- 
eq the dead body of the other, thinking thereby to ſcare-him from his 
Principles, and profeſſion : but he anſwered them with undaunted cou- 

rage, that they might kill the body, but could. never be able to prejudice 

[th ſor! of a true Believer, Herold them alſo that God would aſſue 
| redly avenge the innecent blood "that they had ſpilt::-and ſo having by' 
ſome ejaculations Prepared to.reſigne up his ſoul unto.God, he deſired 
the Hangmanto do his work : threeor four dayes after the Marqueſle 

of Pianeſſa coming that way, one of the ſoulciers [diſcharged a Muſ- 

quet at his dead body, whereupon there guſhed out a ſtreame of' freſh! 
blood, which the Marqueſle obſerving, faid coſomeabout him , This 
blood cries for vengeance : Afterwards they took both thele dead bo. 
cies, and hutig them up naked by one foot neer to La Torre, and when 
{any priſoner of the Proteſtants paſſed that way, they forced bim or her 
to go and kifſe their Privities, that they might pur alike ſcorne both 
Jupon the living anddead, : But by A": 5 multitude of _ 
| TR that ! 
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that were ſhot thorow them by the ſouldiers, they ar laſt fell ro pieces, 
Daniel Rambaut of Villars, havinga numerous family, was raken, .nc 
cartied td Payſana with divers others of his Neighbours, where he was 


{| caſtinto priſon, and after awhile was importunatly ſet upon by the 
| Monks, and Maſſe Prieſts,both with promiles, -and threats , to pro- 
|-nounce Feſus Maria; ahd when they could not prevail, the Tormentors 


firſt cut off his fingers one by one, and_then his hands, and laſtly gave 


{himadeadly wound in the ſtomack, and then they dragged his carcaſfe 


co. the Rivers':ſfide , and left it to be devoured by Dogs , and wilde 


| Beaſts, 


* Petet: Chabriols being taken by the Souldiers; 'they hung a great 


| quantity:of Gunpowder about his body, and then givitigre to it,/ tore 


him all to pieces, | | 

Antony the ſonne of Samuel Calierss, a dumb, and innocent. creature, 
was inhumanly butchered as he was fitting by the firefide. | 

Peter Moninat, and his wife, lying both of them extreme fick, were 
murthered by the.Souldiers) who finding inthe ſame houſe one of their 
children a poor infant, lame and impotent, they cut off its legs, and: fo 
left it in that miſeradle plight: they had alſo another poor girle , who 
| had been dumb from her cradle, which not long after was found ſtarved 

to death for wanr'of ſuſtenance, : ---— - f | 
i Daniel Benech of Yillaro was taken by-the Souldiers, who cut-off his 
| nole, eares,and other parts of his body ,- till they had flain him , and 
| chen they lefr the mangled pieces upon the hedges, and buſhes in the 
| ſame place, - Two of his children were alſo ſtifled in the Snow. 

Mary the Widow of Daniel Petanchion of Yillaro, being taken by 
the Souldiers, after they had baſely abuſed-her, they almoſt ſhot her ro 
death, and then threw her into the River : Bur this poor woman being 
not quite dead, with much pains, and hard ſhifts, got our of the River 
again, hoping to be ſomewhat revived by the warme Sunrie which ſhe 
laid her down in: but ſome of theſe bloody Villains ſpying her, they 
faſtened a rope to her feer, and dragged her to the Bridge, where they 
_ her up by the legs, and ſo ſhort her to death, afterwards leaving 
her ſtark naked upon the Rock. Tn 

Mary the wife of Daniel Menino was taken by the ſouldiers,who having 
broken her jawes in pieces, they gave l;er a deep cutin the neck, ſo that 
her head was halfe off, and ſo they left her in thac languiſhing condi- 
tion, till after extreme torments endured tor divers dayes together, ſhe 
at laſt yielded up the Ghoſt. "NOM 

Mary the Widow of David Nizrino (a poor beggar of Yillars) toge- 
ther with her daughter who was an Innocent , were both inhumaniy 
maſſacred in the Village of Boz, and their dead bodies were thrown 
into the Woods. 


| Suſanna the Widow of Samuel Bals of Yillaro, was by the Souldiers 
| baſely abuſed at their pleaſure, and afterwards chey ſhut her up between 


; two ſtone walls, where ſhe was miſerably pined to death, | 
| Suſanna the wite of Facob Calvio being ſorely wounded by the 
Souldiers, | 
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Souldiers, after which flying into a Batne to hide her ſelf, the Sonldi- 

&s perceiving it, ſer fire on the Barne, and burnt her to aſhes, 

_ *A child of Damel Bertino, who had been dumb,and anTnnocent from 

the womb, was burnt ina Barne at Balmedanr,- | 
. Paolo Armand,jbeing extreme fick and'weak, was by theſe Barbari- 

ans hacked in-pieces, us 

... ;Andrea Bertins, a very old,” and lame man, had his breaſts firſt cur | 

off;and then was cruelly murthered by theſe bloody villains,who to teſti- | 

fe their malice againſt him for his conſtancie jn Religion, after he was | 

dead they.cut out his bowels, and with their Halberds hacked his body 

ines, {ns 1121 tot In 7 

Daniel the ſonne of David Michialino, being taken by the Souldiers, | ' 
after much other cruel uſage, had'his tongue pulled out with great vio- | 
 Jence-and torments, | 325k 400 ODT + 
... Corſtantia Bellione had her body hacked, and mangled in moſt parts 
tnereot, and then was ſhot to death with ſeveral bullets in her bowels : 
and after ſhe was dead they clett.her head with a Hanger. 
 - | Twdith Mondon was beaten to'death- in-a ſavage manner with clubs 

and ftaves. Wer AITTETL 

David Paglias, and Paolo Genre endeayouring to fly, each of them 
having a little infant in his.armes, beirig at laſt tired, and out of breath, 
wetc.overtakenby the Souldiers, and both men and infants inhumanly 
mutthered, -_ jIT: 7: 56) GOES | | 

;Micheli Genre, a young man of Bobio, was thrown off the Bridge of | 
La Torre, where, as he was praying with his hands lifted up to heaven, | 
he was partly ſtoned, and partly drowned. | | 

David Armand was knocked and beatenabout the head withan ham- 
er till he died, | 340, ” 

Zacob Baridono, being taken-priſoner at Y:{laro, and from thence car- 
ried to La Torre, after the Tormentors ha&#dufficiently, and cruelly af- 
flicted him with burnitig Matches between his fingers, his lips, and 0- | 
j. ther parts of his, body, tillwith intolerable paine he died, they cauſed | 
his dead corps to be carried out by two of his fellow-Prifoners,, 'and by | 

| 
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them to be thrown into the river Pelice - but thinking that too honora- 
blea barying-place for an Heretick, they forced them to fetch ir out a- 
g2jn, and to lay it on the rivers brink, where; after they had expoſed the 
ſame to all manner of ignominies,.it was at laſt eaten up by Dogs, | | | 
Margeret the wife of Foſeph Garniero, having received aſhot in one of ' Courage and | 
her breſt, as ſhe was giving ſuck to her little child with the other, was | ©onſtancy. 
/et ſocouragionsthat with many pathetical expreſſions ſhe exhorted her | 
Bw to cndure the Croſſe with patience, and to hold ont to the end, : 
| neither did ſhe deſire any favour of the murtherers, but onely that they 
| would ſpare the life of her innocent Babe: which accordingly they did : 
| but withal gave the mother another ſhot in her body whereof ſhe died, | ] 
and afterwards the infant being foundalive in the dead mothers'armes, 
was miraculouſly preſerved, | _ 
. I[aiah Mondo having a long time hid himſelf in the clefc of a rock, ' 
| where 


— WD ——— — — 


— RS ſecutions in the V alleys of Piemont. {1 


whete for many dayes together he had nothing bur a few leaves of un- 
iv holſome Herbs to eat, was at laſt found: out by the Souldiers, and | 
moſt unmercifully handled by them: and from thence they drave*him 
towards the Town of Lucerna, being almoſt' half dead : at laſt when the 
poor creature could march no further, he fell down upon his:knees; and 
beſeeched them to diſpatch him ſpeedily, which accordingly they did; 
for partly with their Swords, and partly with their Piſtols, they pur an 
end to his miſerable life, crying out in a ſcoffing manner, Kill the Bar- 
bet, kill the Barbet, who "eſe to become a Chriſtian. 

Giovanni Barrolizo and his' wife ,were caſt alive into a poole,, and 
often plunged, and thruſt under the water wich ſtaves, and pirchforks, 
and at laſt were diſpatched with ſtones:and brickbats. *+ 

Mary Revel receiving a ſhot. inher body, fell down. ina manner dead, 
[yet afterwards ſhe recovered ſo much ſtrength as roger upon her 
| 1 1 , and as ſhe was praying to 'Gdad,'the bloody enemy diſpatched | 
her,” | riot 104971098677 | 
Giovanni Salvagziot as he was returning from Bagpol, after the peace 
| was concluded, as he paſſed by a Chappel, - becauſe he pur not off his 
| hat, and made obeyſance thereto, was murthered, and his body left un- 
buried, tn, | | 

Giovanni Gayo , and divers other men, women, and children hid 
themſelves in a Cave, where for a time they continued .in ſafety : but 
at laſt were diſcovered by ſome of theſe Bloodhounds; whereupon they 
fell upon their knees, and begged their lives of them, moſt of the mur- 
therers having been their neighbours, and familiar acquaintance , and 
ſuch as had pretended great friendſhip ro-them : But the mercy of theſe 
men proved extreme cruelty : For the kindeſt ſalute they could afford 
their old acquaintance was with Swords, Muſquets, and Piſtols : which 
| DEP people perceiving, and not defiring to behold the lamencable 

miſery each of other, they kneeled down ina Ring, and thruſt their 
heads into Feane, and ſuch like ſtuffe as they had prepared to lie upon, 
| in which poſture they were all miſerably ſhort ro death, and their dead 
bodies afterwards horribly mangled, and cut in pieces, © _ 
| - Facob Barral and his wife having been taken priſoners by the Earle 
of Saint Secondo, were three or four dayes after carried forth : and ha- 
| ving firſt cur off the womans breaſts, they ſhot them to death. 
| " Antony Guigna went to Periero with a purpoſe to change his Reli- 
{ gion, but it pleaſed God ſo to touch his heart, thar he repented: of 
the reſolution, and ſought to make an eſcape: But as he was flying, 
ſome Troops of the Marquefle of Galeas. caught him , and uſed him 
moſt cruelly becauſe he would not yield to go td Maſſe : and as they 
carried him priſoner towards Praly, paſſing by a Precipice, the poor man 
ro avoid his tormentors, leaped down from the Rock , and ſo was daſh- 
ed in pieces. 
Very many others there were which might here have been inſerted, 
| whereof ſome were drowned, ſome burnt, ſomeſlaine with the ſword, | 
ſome ſhot co death, ſome ſtarved, ſome ſmothered 'in the Snow, ſome 
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pined, ſome killed with taves, ſome cut in pieces: but I am weary wich 
reckoning up their names, and I ſuppoſe the Reader alſo is tired with 
theſe cruelties: yet are their names written in red letters in the Kalen- 
der of Heaven, though their Popiſh adverſaries would have them writ- | 
ten in the duft : and whoſoever deſires to ſee more, may finde a larger | 
Catalogue in Maſter Moorlands Hiſtory of the Pereſecutions in the Yal- 
Jeys of Piemont, | 


—— 
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CHAP. XLV. | 


A true Narrative of the War in the alleys of Pie- 


mont verween the Fopith, and Proteſtant party 
xpon the occaſzon of the Maſſacre. 


| N the former Chapter you have a faithful Narration of what cruel- 
ties were exerciſed againſt the Reformed party in the Valleys of Pie- 

mont from the firſt arrival ofthe Marqueffe of Praneſſa's forces at St. 

Giovanni, which was April. 17, 1655.to the'21, of the ſame : by which 

time they had made ſuch havock of che poor people , that there was 

now onely the little Communalty of Roras which was left entire , and 

untouched: But that theyalſo might in all things be madelike unto: 

their ſuffering brethren of the other-Churches, and that it might ap- | 

pear that the deſtruction was deſigned to be univerſal, the Earle of 

Chrijtophle upon that very day, being -= 21, fent three hundred | 

Souldiers ſecretly by the way of Y4:llaro, to furprize them of Roras, and | 

to put them all to the ſword : This party being got uponalittle hill 

called Rumer, belonging to Roras, it pleaſed God that they were met 

with by ſome Souldiers belonging to Captaine Foſbua Gianavel (whom 

God raiſed up at that time as a choice Inſtrument for the preſervation | . 

| of the poor {cattered remnant of his people), Theſe Souldiers being | | 
| 
| 
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but ſeven or eight of them, yet having been beforehand placed in am- 
baſcado at a convenient Poſt to prevent the inrode of. the enemy, they | 
fired upon them, and plyed them fo hard, that raany of them were kil- | 
led upon the place, and the reſt, ſuppoſing by the great number of bul- 
lets = flew about their eares, that the men in 4mbaſcado wete' fixe 
times more in number than indeed they were, they fled back in great 
diſorder, and confuſion: which the others perceiving ,' they fell upon 
their Rear,and chaſed them at leaſt three quarters of a League amongſt 
the Rocks, and Woods, doing notable execution:upon them in their | 
flight, be 1. v1 | 
The Members of this little Church of eras, to take away all'occa- | 
ſions of exceptions, preſented their complaints to the Marqueſle of Pi- 

; 

| 


aneſ{a, who, that he might have the berter opportunity to deceive;i and | 
| | {urprize_ 
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; Popiſh ſabril- Turprlze them, anſwered, that thoſe of his Souldiers that went to Re- | 
ry and pecfidi- | 74s, were but Thieves, Robbers, and Out-Jawes, that herein had whol- | 
; oulnefte, ly difobeyed his Orders ; adding that they had done him a ſingular t2- | 
' | your in driving them out of their Countrey ; and chat he would take a | 
courſe to prevent their being difturbed for the turure : and herenpon he | 
publiſhed an Order, whereby. he ſtraightly charged his Souldjers,not to | 
give them any further cauſes of complaints, nor to moleſt them in any 1) 
| kind hereafter, Yet perfidiouſly, the very next day he ſent a party of 

five hundred choſen men to put his firſt bloody defigne in execution, 

4 foecial Pro- | AS theſe men were paſſing over alittle hill of Roras,they were fo ſa- 
vidence. luted by eleven Muſqueteers of the Proteſtants, and f1x men with ſlings 
under the conduct of Captaine Gianavel, who had divided them into 
| three Squadrons, that the enemy was ſoone put to flight : and this poor 
{ handful of deſpicable men purſued them tor an whole League, ſlaying 
(a very great number: of them, without the lofſe or hurt of any one of 
themſeves,which ſhews the admirable Providence of God in preſerving, 
and proſpering thoſe that fight his battels. 

| The Marqueſle of Pianeffa, though he had failed this ſecond , yet 
was reſolved to. make a thirdattempt 4 and till ro deceive chem, he 
made new promiſes; and proeeſtations that noinjury inthe world ſhould 
be offered them, and that im regard of the TInterceſſion of the Earle of 
Chriſtophle, their Lord and Patrdn; hewould'protect, and defend them; 
yet the very morrow aftet he fent 4 party of feven hundred men, who | 


firſt ſeized upon, and ſecured all the paſſes, that none might eſcape | 
their bloody hands, and then moſt barbatouſly burnt, and deſtroyed 
whatſoever they met with chorow all the © oramunalty of Roras, 
Hereupon ſeventeen houſekeepers, whoſe hearts God had marve- 
louſly ſtrengthened, and encouraged for their poor Brethrens preſer- | 
vation, ſeeing what they muſt expe&, and that nothing but death , and | 
| deſtruRion waited for them, unlefle ſome admirable providence pre- | 
vented it : as alſo calling ro mind thoſe ſignal deliverances which God | 
| had youchſated: to..-his ancient people of the Fewes in their greateſt 
| ſtrajts: they unanimouſly reſolyed to caſt themſelves with their lives, | 
and eſtates into the hands of the ſame God, reſting upon his gracious 
| promiſes, and freely ſubmitting to his good will and pleafure for the 
' iſſue of their undertaking, The Caprtaineof this valiant party was the 
| aforeſaid Gianavel, who marching up with this little Band , ſudden] 
ſurprized , and dexterouſly carried away their Court of Guard wit 
their Centinel from off a little hill where they were placed: At which 
| | bold attempt, the enemy being not alittle amazed, withdrew from the 
| place where they were, reſolving to march thorow a little meadow, and 
ſo to get to Yillaro or La Torre : But being not nimble enough, the 0-| 
{thers met with them at Piampra, and there ſlew many of them, with- 
out the loſſeof any one of their own, and rook from them all the Cat- 
| tel, and other things which they had plundered from the neighbouring 
| Places, | 
bd Praneſſa ſeeing all his deſignes thus fruſtrated, and that his ſpecious | 
| Pro- 
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promiſes were but we many watchwords to bid theſe poor people to 
ſtand upon their gu; he ſpeedily ſent to all thoſe of Lucerne, Bubbia- 
na, Barges, Bagnol, Famolai, Cavors, and the adjacent places, who 
wete able to bear arms; to come and joyn with a good part of his 
own Army, toenvirontheſe poor e on everyſide, But God, 
who infatuates mens Counſels as he-pleaſeth,' though the time of 
their Rendezvouſe was punQually aſſigned them, yet they came two ' 
hours too Jate; all except the Troop of Bagnol, lack was conduRted | 
by one Mario, a notorious perſecutor, and an inveterate Enemy to | | 
the Reformed Churches : This Mario with his ragged Regiment of | | 
Theives , Outlaws, and a. great number of 7r;ſþ Rebels, affaulted ' | 
this poor people on the upper and lower part of the Canton of' R#- | 
22er, who were not about Seventeen in number ; yet the Lord was 
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pleaſed fo roencourage them, that they prefently gat upon the top | 
of the mountain, and there -after a long $kirmiſh torced their ene- | 
| mies, though full of fury and malice, yet to give back, and ro'flie 

as. far as the Cliff called Pairo Capello ; in which fight and pur- 

ſuit they killed above Sixty of them , and wounded many more , 

and many of them being laden with plunder, as they fled a- 

mongſt the Precipices of the Rocks, fell down, and were daſhed in 
pieces. Thoſe of them that were lighter, and nitnbler, gat ſafe ro 
Pairo Capello ; bur when they came there they found greater difficul- , 
ties ro conteſt with than before; for being cloſly purſued and com : 
paſſed in onevery fide, they were forced to take the Ropes where- 

with they had bund up their plunder, and tying them ro ſhrubs; to | 
{lide down the Rocks by them, and to fall into the River that ran 
below ; bur by reaſon of the violence of the torrent, and the great | 
confuſion that was amonſt them, one falling on theneck' of anorher, 
and ſuchas could not ſwim, catching hold of them that conld , the 
| greateſt part of them were there drowned, Captain Mario alſo a- | | 
| moneſt & reſt t himſelf into the River, and had not ſeveral of | 
| the Souldiers that could {wim excellent well, ventured their lives to 
ferch _— he had gone with the reſt to receive prefent pay from | 
the Devil. | 


j 


| This Captain Mario, having thus eſcaped, was carried to Lucer- [God Judge-* : 
. . . ich ither H . - {mes onper- ; 
' 24 in his ſhirt, without either Hat or Shoos, as a man at his wits 


' end; and ſhortly after he fell-into a deſperate diſeaſe, whereof he 22d 
| died : But before his death he oft cried out in a moſt deſpairing man- | 
' ner, that he felt a grievous burning in his bowels, as a juſt Judge- 
ment upon him for having burnt ſo many innocent perſons, and their 
habirations, 

The Proteſtants after this gallant a&ion, being ſomewhat weary 
| with their hard ſervice, as they were marching back to refreſh them- 
| ”Ug they ſpied another company of Murtherers coming from 74- 

aro, whereupon forgetting their wearineſs, they placed themſelves 
in Ambuſcado: when the Enemy drewnear the place, they perceived | 
Kid of them z bur not being able = their colours to j 500 of 


| 
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| what. p y they were;they called to them-for TH E'WORD, the! 
| A ow entaded nor, 'but beckned-to them > come nearer, which | 
' they did"-in" a>careleſs' poſture, ſuppoſing 'rhem to be friends, and'| 
when they came near, rhe others ſuddenly diſcharged upon them, and | 
{lew»many of 'them upon the place, and the reſt they purſued near 
to-La Torre , 'and 'Yillaro,” After which' fignal Viftory , Captain 
 Gianavel rallied his men' upon an high ground not far off, and in 
| the-very ſighrof his enemies, he: cauſed them to kneel down, and 
with, a loud voyce to give/thanks unto the: Lord for this very great 
mercy in their deliverance, il at 

- Three days after,i'the Marqueſs of Pianeſſa, 'being highly incenſed 
by this ſucceſs of the Prgteſtants, ſent to the people of Royas, ex- 
preſly charging them to change their Religion, within the ſpace of 
Twenty::four hours, and that upon pain- of death, and of having their 
| houſes burnt to the ground: To which they anſiyered, That the 

, would much rather chuſe dearth, than t6.obey any ſuch Order, The 
Marqueſs vexed at their reſolute an{wer, | ——_ diſpatched away 
| Eight thouſand men, beſides the Militza Forces of the neighboring 
Commonaltiesz who according to his order were divided into three 
Squadrons, the:one'to ſet upon the poor people on the ſide of Yilla- 
ro,the other upofi the Mountains of Bazexel,and the third on that part 
which looks toward Lecernas' which accordingly they did, not only 
murthering man;, woman and childe , bur exercifing all manner- of 
cruelties upoh them, taking much pleaſure (like hoody villains) in 
torturing thoſe poor creatutes, and in roffing their little Infants from 
off their Pikes and Halberts , -atid daſhing their brains againſt the 
Rocks, whoſe cryes would have ' melted an heart of Adamart, but 
| theirs were harder, the number thus taken-and ſlain 'was abour One 
byndred twenty fix, 'the reſt almoſt miraculouſly eſcaped their bloody 

| hands, p 

Having thus ſhewn their valour upon naked, women and in- 
| fants, andibeing glutted with the prey that they found in the Country, 
they turned their houſes into aſhes;and-ſuchas ſurvived they ſent priſo- 
ners to Twin, amongſt whom was the Wife and Children of Captain 
 Granavel, and ſo they marched back to Lucerna with great joy and 
| acclamations. @- ole | 
IS Shortly after Pianeſſa wroteto Captain Gianavel promiſing him 
great preferment 1f he would - change his Religion ; Otherwiſe , 
threatning that his Wife and Children ſhould be burnt - Healfo pro- 
miſed a great ſum of money to any that. ſhould bring him the ſaid 
' | Gianavel either alive or dead. To this Captain Giazavel preſently 
anſwered, That there was no torment (o violent, nor death ſo cruel, that 
he did not much prefer before the abjuration of his Religion ; and that 
all theſe promiſes and threats did but the more fortifie him and ſtrens- 
then his Faith: And for his Wife and Children, he told the Marqueſs 
#het though he had gotten them into his power , yet he could but kill 
their Bodies, 4nd as for their Souls he recommended them, together with his 
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own into the hands of God, in.caſe it ſo happened that: he ſhould fall in- 
to his poweſs - ER Rn » | 
This Captain G:andvel having gotten together a ſmall party of 
men upon part of the Alps called La Pella des Famies, May 22. went 
out in the evening to a place about three leagues off, not far from 
Bubiana, where he firſt ſought God by prayer, and afterwards being 
informed of the number and ſtrength. of the enemy , finding them 
coo many to. be attachqued by ſuch a handful of men , he turned 
towards Lucernetta, where he was furionſly affaulted by the Gariſon 
of Lucerna, but he couragtouſly encountred: them without the: loſs 
lof any one man), -only himſelf was ſhot: into the leg, by a Soul- 
diet that had hid himſelf behinde a tree , with a- purpole to haye 
{lain him ; «but the Captain perceiving whence the ſhot came, lame 
as he was, he made to the place, where he quickly diſpatched him | 
for his pains. | 
Whilſt theſe things were ating, the 7riſh Rebels in the Mar- | 
queſſes Army , thinking ro make themſelves Maſters,of Babbiara, | 
ander a pretence of proteRting them againſt the Barbets, the Pea- 
ſants of the place perceiviug their drift , crook - occaſton to quar- 
rel with them, and after drove them out, killing, a great number 
of them, | 4 
May the 26, 1655, Captain Gianavel wrote to Captain Fahzer 
and the reſt that were retired into Yal Znacerna, to-meer.at a Rende;- 
| 042 at a+ accordingly they did, and theday after they 
marched together toa place in the Plain called Garcigliana, thinking to 
have entred the Town z but they met with a great, paxty of Horſe 
and 'Foot, yet they diſputed it with them along time, but being 0- 
verpowred, they were forced to retreat z thoughthey;got ſix yoke of 
Oxen, and many other ſmall Cartel, and ſomepriſoners, and that with 
the loſs of one only man in the retreat, p22) + 
May 28, They marched to St.Secondo, where, haying:-firſt kneel- 
ed down, and prayed for a bleſſing upon their undertaking, encou- 
raging one another , they attaqugd the place with incredible valor ; 
and the better to ſecure themſelves againſt their enemies , who had 
lodged and fortified themſelves in houſes, they got Planks, Barrels, 
and {uch other things as they met with to keep off the bullets , 
which were poured out upon them out.of thoſe houſes, and ſo quick-. ; 
ly made themſelves Maſters of the doors: of thoſe houſes, to which | 
immediately they ſet fire, and fo forced their entrance, putting all 
the Souldiers they found to the ſword; and no marvel z .tor.they 
had been extreamly provoked to this rigour by the others cruel 
uſage of their Wives and Children : Befides evety:room of thoſe 
| Houſes was filled with the plundered, goods of thePtofeſtants,;, yet 
did they not meddle either with Womerr or. Children, / 
Then did they ſet fire on the Town, and plundred the Churches, | 
which they found full of their own goods and catte}, and:carried away | 
ſeven'of their Maſs-Bells, 31q bei inks | 
Kkk 2 : At * 3 
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- : At.thistime they flew abour:four hundrediand fifty of their enemies, 
and amongſt others a whole company of 7riſh Rebels, wh» choſe ra- 
ther to be burnt than to crave Quarter, Of the Proteſtants there were 
only ſeven flaine, and fix or ſeven more lightly wounded, whereof they 
{odn recovered- - -- — - | by 2 

"Munday Func the fourth, the Captaines Fahey , Lanrentio, Giana- 
vel, Genolat, Benet,and other officers of the Proteſtants went to Anzroe- 
71a, and having called a Councel of warre, they concluded the next day 
to alarum the eneiny at Briqueras, and Saint Gzovann: - and accordingly 
the Captaines | Lavrentio and Fahier went” bythe way of Roccapiatta, 
tharbythe help of thethick woods wherein they ſhrouded themlelves, 
they might the better approach Briqueras, and having gotten upon a 
little hill near the Town, Captaine Laurentzio made there a ſtand ro hin- 


Fahier marching down, ſet fire on ſeveral Houſes and Barnes, 
:Ac the ſight of this fire, they of Briqueras gave notice to thoſe of 


whereupon the enemy quickly advanced: towards them , and were as 
ſoone beatenback again-:in the mean time there came a party of abour 


Salley out that way, really believing that they had a defigne upon B7- 
' queras * But 'Captaine Fahter. marched with his company by the way 
| of Saint Giovannis -and. Captaine Laurentio went an higher way , yet 
 both'met atfthe place appointed, where Captaine Gianavel was enga- 
' ged with the Enemies from: Zucerna, and La Torre , againſt whom he 
 hadidefended himſelf very ſtoutly : Then did Captaine Fahier charge 
them-on the Blanck,and Capraine Laurentioon the Front, ſeaſonably in- 
' terpoſing his company in .that place where the enemy had thought ro 
| haveſurtounded Captaine Gianavel, {o that the Popifh party was ſoone 
; routed, leanving one hundred men behinde theme, beſides many that 


' were-wounded , the. Reformed party: having but one ſlaine upon the | 


| Place, -/ | 


| :  Funethe ſecond, three hundred ofthe Enemies went from La Torre | 


'totetcha Convoy into the Fort of Mzrebac, fituate between the Fron- 
 tires.of Dawphine, and Picmont : But, Captaine Gjanavel being at Mal- 
| bec, though he:had bur nine ſouldiers with him, fell upon them, . and 
\ fought a grearwhile with them to the great aſtoniſhmenr of his Ene- 
mies: but art laſt was forced to retreat without the Joſe of a man, only 
four were ſlightly wounded. . - 
| Afterwards Captaine Giazavel with a ſmall party marched to Z, 
| Palle des:Guienets, from whence he ſent to ſome that were retired into 
Fillo}a, requiring that all thoſe at the Reformed Religion ſhould witk- 
in twenty four Hours come out 1 the ſaid place where Maſle was cele- 
brated, and that" upon the paine of being dealt with as enemies, and 


roma as through weakneſſe had abjured, and would perſiſt in their 
abjuration, ſhould depart thence upon the ſame penalty. Hereupon all } 
the Papiſts fled preſently out of Y:{aro, and the Proteftarts came in to 
{3 2” © 0 > — Capraine 
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twenty Horſe and ſtood at Saint Second), leſt the Reformed party ſhould | 


— 


der any relief that might beſent them from Saint Secondo,and Captaine | 


Cavors, Fenile, Bubiana, Campighione , and other neighbouring places, } 


— 
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Capraine Gianavel, and ſuch of them as were able to bear Armes fol- | 
l»wed him cheariully : the reſt contributed according to. their abilities 
rowards the maintenance of him , and his Troops, Thoſe which | 
through trailty had abjured their Religion went over the Mountain in- | | 
co the Valley of 2weires; yet not long after they returned like fo ma: | | 

| 

| 


ny wandring Sheep to the true Shepherd of their ſouls, and tefti- 
tying their repentance, were again received into the boſome of the 
Church, | | 
After thole of Lucerna were retreated, the Captaines Fahey , and 
G7anavel, with ſome other Officers called a Councel of Warre, where- 
in they reſolved to fally out, and if it were poſſible, to ſurpriſe thole 
of La Torre, moſt of which were-T14ſh, But the enemie having time- | 
ly notice, was ſo prepared , that they killed ſome who had paſſed the | 
Bridge at Angrognia, which fo encouraged them that they chought to | 
have encloſed all the ſmall body of Proteftants , and to have cut them 
all off: but after many aſſaults to no purpole, they were forced to re- 
treat to La Torre with the loſle of very many of their Souldiers,beſides 
many others that were dangerouſly wounded, 0_"\""___»1 | | 
The next day the Captains, Fahier, and Gianavel! went betore La 
Torre, againſt whom many of the Souldiers came out ; but not ſaliying 
forth in a full body, they wereall ſlain npon the place,which their Cap- 
cains ſeeing, they thought fit to ſend out no more: whereupon the Pg: 
zeſtants retreated towards Aterognia, to a place called Lu Ferne, where 
a tew houſes were yet left unburnr. | | . 17 Oh 
The next day was ſpent in the review of their Army , and holding | 
a Councel of warre , where they reſolved to ſend a party againft the | 
Communalty of Cruſol, the inhabitants whereof hadimade Incurſtons j | 
upon them, and committed many Outrages in the beginning of the | | 
Maſſacre : and accordingly they marched all night, being four hundred | 
ninety and five men, and paſhng by La Torreundiſcovered, a little af- | 
ter midnight they arrived at Cruſol, where they took four hundred head | 
of Cattel, fix hundred ſheep and Goats, with much other booty, and 
| that withoutghe leaſt reſiſtance : For the Inhabitants of Cruſo!, being 
terribly affrighted,had caſt themſelves into the mouth of a moſt fearful | 
| Rock, whence they could not be gotten out : and ſo the Proteſtants re- 
turned over one of the 4ps of Yilaro, where arriving the next day to- 
wards evening, they divided the ſpoil amongſt the Souldiers. | 
Preſently after their departure the enemy from Zucerna, Cavors, ; 
' Briqueras, and other places to the number of eight hundred , having 
heard of their deſigne againſt Cruſo/, marched'to their relief: bur find- | 
ing that they were gone too farre fo be overtaken, they reſolved not | 
| to loſe their laþours, and ſo fell aplundering the poor people (though 
| their friends) much worſe than the Proteſtants had done, and afterwards | 
| falling out amongſt themſelves abour dividing tne ſpbil, rhey deſtroy- | 
 edone another inſtead of doing hurt to the Reformed party, Wag 3 
| Thevery ſameday that this enterprize was againſt Crzſol, the ene- 
' my at Saint Secodo advanced to burn the reft of thehouſes at Roccaps- | 
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: |< and being- advanced as farre as to the little hill of Aneroonia, 
they thought tohave ſarprized che reſt of the forces left under the com- 
mand-of Captaine Laurentio, and Capraine. Fahiers brother: But they | 
having timely intelligence of ir, marchedprefently to the top of the | 
Mountain with-one half-of the Souldery, leaving the other. halfe un- ' 
der the command of Captaine Beret of S2int Germano, who alſo with 
all-poflible expedition, took his Poſt upon the ſaid lirtle hilt with fe- | 
venteen of his men, and placed the reſt in Ambnſcado, But the ene- | 
mies hearts miſgiving them, they ſhamefully retreated, at which time 
they took one Giovanni Pietro Razio as he was coming from Pinachia, 
and binding his head wich a ohm they ſtrained it with ſuch violence, | 
that they made it fink into his brains, and fo they ſent him to Turin, 
where he ended his dayes ſhortly after by a languiſhing, and miſerable 
death, TEEED oh 
_ - Eight dayes after, Captaine Gianavel, having waited three whole 
dayes at Anegrognia for the coming of Captaine Fahier, that wich joint 
forces they might aſſaule the Town of Lecerma, when he came nor, 
he reſolved to aſſault it himſelf; and fo marching all night, he arrived 
at Lucerna by break of day, His firſt work was to cut off the Pipes 
- | that conveyed water into the Town, and brak down the Bridge that no 
relief might come to them from Bubiana, Barges, and Bagnol: then did 
he aſſault the Town, and quickly defeated two of the out-guards : bur 
the Regiment of Monfteur de Merolles, arid divers others being got in- 
to the Town the night before, he was conſtrained to give over the en- 
pore and to retreat, whereas if Captaine Fahier had comein time, 
and joyned with him, probably they had carried the place, 

Fune the eighth, Capraine Gzanavel being left alone at Angrognia 
only with his own Company, and ſome few others, was aſſaulted early 
| in the morning by the Souldiers of Zz Torre and others, one part of 
them getting upon the top of the Mountain, and the other part go- 
ing the lower paſſage to poſleſs themſelves of the Gate of Angroznia 
by the way of Saint Bartholomew, intending ſuddenly to tall upon Cap- 
taine Gzanavel and his ſmall company, having already devoured them 
in their hopes : But it pleaſed God thar at the ſound of the Trumper, 
when all ſhonld have fallen on, Captaine Gianavel ſoone awaked, -and 
Hae © | having firſt ſought nnto God by prayer, he fell upon the enemy , and 
gat theadvantage of the place from them, and after a ſhort Diſpute, 
forced them to turne their backs, though there were at leaſt rwo 
thouſand five hundred of them, and all the Captaines company was 
not above three hundred) yet did that handful of men purſue them as 
farreas to the deſcent of Angrognza, into the Woods, and ſteep places. 
of the Rocks, where they ſlew a very great number of them, 

Captaine Gianavel ſeeing it impoſſible to think of any further at- 
rempt for the preſent, entreared Caprtaine Fahier ro give over for that 
day, and to refreſh himſelf and his Souldiers: but he being at chat time 
more paſſionate than prixdent, refuſed his good coun(e], and picking 
| out one hundred and fifty choice men, {weetly took his leave of Cap- 
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tain'Giavavel Uittle thinking that ic ſhould be his: laſt) aud, ſo, marched | 
down into the plaine, where he burnt ſeveral/of cheir Houſes. who had 
| formerly burnt, and deſtroyed ſo many of the Froreſta-ts,bringing away 
with-hin agood Booty of Catrel, and other Goods, -:.,, ,. | 
This valiant Captaine who hitherto had been ſo ſucceſletul in all his |... Me. 
attempts, thinking in the cloſe of the day to Crowne all his former un- _ 
| dertakivgs, as he-wa$ now near. the execution of; his Defigne, Jo a ; 
Squadron of Hotſe ſurrounded him and his fqutty five mem (for at this | 
time he had no more with him);at a Countrey houſe, not farre from 
Ofjac: and though he and his men did all char! could poſſibly be expeR:+ 
ed from them, killng three Captains, with the Commander in chief 
of that Squadron, beftdes-magy others, yer-he at laſt and thirty five of 
his followers, all loſt their lives; and the-enemies in. great Triumph, 
cut off Captaine Fahiers head , and the heads: of his ſons, and carried 
them to Turin, preſenting them to the' Duke-and his Mother; who 
—_ chem with fix hundred Dwcatoons for their good ſervice 
therein, | RECTIFY 1: AB M8 
-Caprtaine Fahier deſerves to be renowned,.;eſpecially- for. his great 
piety, and zeale for the ſervice and honourot God, and the. preſerya- | 
tion of his poor afflicted Church and Members. 'He was of {o -ug- 
daunted a ſpirit, that the terrors of; death, and zhe-moſt (cruel cormenss 
could never affright him, He was bold: as Lion in his: enterprizes, | 
| but meek, and humbleas a Lamb in the middeſt of bis Y.idories 2:al- | 
wayes lifting up his hands towards Heaven, from , whence he- acknow- 
ledgedall his help to come, and alwayes recited fit and comfortable 
| paſſages out of = & Scriptures (wherein he. was admirably: yerſed )-for | 
-theencouragement of all his: followers, andthe ſtrenthening of their! 
faichupon all occaſions, - As to. his ontwatd -parts, and. accompliſh- 1 
ments, he was a man of a ſound underſtanding, and good judgemenr,and 
above all, of awenderful active ſpirit, which had he but uſed with mo- 
deration, he had been hardly to have been paralleld,  : 
The ceathof ſo brave a Commander, 'and the wound of, Captaine | 
Grazavel, in that juncture of time did not a little ſtartle the Proteſtants-'| 3 ſpecial 
But neceſſity often puts inconfiderable men upon bald enterp1zes-; for | nee 
{theſe poor men did not deſpond, nor loſetheir courage, butaſlembling 
ſhortly after in a Mountaine of Azgrogzia, they deſcended jnto rhe 
plaine, where twice they were afſaulred with violence, the laſt of which 
was by a:dangeros Ambuſcado,where the enemies were at leaſt fix thou- 
(and, and rhey not above one hundred : | But: God of his infinite good- 
nefle ſo encouraged their hearts, and guided their hands, thatthey flew: 
very many of their enemies, and amongſt them 'many- principal Ofh- 
cets, whereas the Reformed party loſt onely one Michatb Bertino, a Str 
jeant of Arg-0yia, and had but one common ſouldier wounded. -: The 
{ ſonne of the {aid Bert izo ſeeing his father tall dead at his :feet , was. | 
farre from being diicouraged, that he immediately ſtepped: into, his fa- 
thers place with theſe words, Though my father be dead , yet: be of good | 
courage my fellow [ouldiers,for God ts a father tows all, © 5 en 
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nemiss; without the Jlofle of any of their own men. . Indeed in this | 
time the enemies reaped their Corne in the plaines of Saint Grovary;, 
but they could not carfy it away but with the loſſe of many of ther 
lives, | 

About the ſame time there came to them one&Monſfieur A»drioz, a 
Major of a Regiment of Horſe, with two other Gentlemen: that were 
ſtrangers, who were followed with ſome Volunteers, whoſe friendly vi- 
fir of their poor afflited Brethren, and their good advice in ſuch a 
juncture of time, was taken (asit deſerved) very kindly : and God made 


thren, who ſeeing others come in to the help of the Lord againſt the 
Mighty, went 'on with a: great deale more chearfulneſſe , 2nd ala- 
crity : and theſe ſaid with them till che peace was concluded ar 
Pignerel, D_ 

* Fu theeleventh 1655. Sieur Fohy Leger, Paſtor of the Church at 
Saint Giovanni, who deſerves to be remembred for the great paines, 
and many ſervices petformed by him in che behalf of the Churches 
of the Valleys, having notice that the enemies were of opinion that he 
| was come back from his journey with Armes and Money, and Ammu- 
nition, and thereupon pteſuming that they would ſuddenly make ſome 
notable attempt co preyentwhat they ſo much feared, he went to Co- 
| Jonel Andrion, 2a x him ro put his deſigne inexecution, 

| The poor people hatias yer no ſtanding Army :: but the Bands of 
| each Commonalty were- quartered at a-'great diſtarice the one from 


. 


11'the other ; and certainly-they had been cut off every man of them:with- 


1in a few dayes, had not their Ceatinels been very watchful, and a- 
bove all, if Captaine Charforax bad not on the one fide timely difco- 
veted the enemy, and the poor people on the other ide been exceed- 
ingly hearcned to the Battel-by the great valour, and ſingular condu&t 
of ihe Sieurs Andrion, Michelin, and Leger, 

| . The Enemy was very numerous, having been lately reinforced with 
] many Troops, They encamped themſelves within half a League of 
the Reformed party, and early in the morning they divided themſelves 
into four Brigades, three whereof fell upon the Proteſtants with a mar- 
| velous Reſolution in three ſeveral places at once : the fourth Rood ſtill, 


_— RO 


\|edar leaſt four hours without intermiſſien, and was the ſharpeſt that 
ever was fought inthe open field : and that which made the enemies 
more fierce, was, their hopes to have beaten back the Proteſtants from 
their Poſt called the Caftelas, which if they could have effe&ed , they 
had been certainly Maſters of the Valleys Pereſa, Saint Martino, and 
Lecerna - But the poor people having lifted up their hearts by earneſt 
ſupplications tothe Lord of Hoſts (as they uſed to do upon all ſuch oc- 
cafions) —_ Andrion, and the two other Captaines which he had 
\brought with him, gave forth ſuch orders as were neceſſary, encoura- 


| 


i 


[ 


| - Manday & llowi | they hada very ſharp diſpute at La Torre,and about 
'T agliaretto, where they killed and wounded a great number of their 'e- 


4t a ſingular means to uphold the fainting ſpirits of Jome weak Bre- | 


| 


{ready to ſucconr their friends if there were need, The fight continu- ] 
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ging their men exceedingly, ſo that without budging a foot, they kept 
their ground,all ſave atew who were either quite tired,or faint for want i 
of food,or that wanted powder,or flints in their fire-locks: But theſe, the | 
Sieurs M:chelin and Leger imployed. in rolling down great ſtones upon | 
their enemies heavs as they came toatracque them, which proved ve- 
ry ſucceſſeful, doing much execution upon the enemy, and cauſing | 
them to abate much of their fury; and whereas.in the beginning of ; 
the fight they cryed alwayes, Advance, Adwvance,'ye relifts of Fahier :., 
| the Proteſtants now began to cry as faſt, Advance, Advance, ye. reliffs 
of Saint Secondo, and withal they ran upon thoſe murcherets as ſo ma- 
ny Lions, ahdycauſed them to turn back, and flie towards La Torre and 
| Lacerna as faſt as they were able, leaving behinde them fifty five upon 
che place, and about fourty that were killed in the flight, beſides ma- 
ny others who were carried either dead,. or dangerouſly wounded, to ! 
Lucerna, Themſelves confeſſed that inthis encounter they loſt at leaſt 
three hundred men, amongſt which were many Officers of a Bavarian 
Regiment, | _ 
When ſuch multitudes of dead, wounded, and dying men were | 
brought into Lacerna, the Syndick, who was indeed a Papiſt, but not} 
{ ſo ſuperſtitious as many others, ſaid to ſome, Hitherto the Wolves de- 
voured the Barbets : But now the Barbets devour the Wolves; which | 
words being reported to Monſieur Marolles, the Commander in chief 
in Lucerza, he threatened to-impriſon him, and-to give him the Strap- 
pado tor thent, whichſo terrified the poor man, that he preſently lick 
| ened, and y-1thin a few dayes died. PEE a . 
Two dayes after this great fight, the enemy being much enraged 
tor their great loſle, ſpread themſelves all over Angrognia, and began to 
ſet the Corne on fire, which being ſeene by the Company of La Torre, 
who at that time were upon the Mountaine of Tagliaretto, they ſpeedi- 
ly gave notice to thoſe of Saint Giovanni, and Angrognia, who haſted | | | 
thither, and charged them fo fiercely, that they forced them to flie, and 
to leave moſt of their Ammunition behinde them : and in the meane: [= 
time Captaine Beliz aſſaulted the Towne of La Torre, killed the Cen-: | 
cinel, and ſouldiers upon the works, and gave the Towne ſuch an hot | | 
Alarum, that moſt of them fled towards the Riverof Pellice; and pro- 
bably if he had hada few more men with him, he had at that: time. ] 
made himſelf Maſter of La Torre. | ; 
Fuly the eighteenth, the General of the Proteftants gave Order to 
| fall upon the Towne of La Torre, which accordingly was pur in exe- 
[cution, Captaine Beliz gave the firſt onſer, who being followed with 
many other Officers, and Souldiers, they quickly made a confiderable: 
breach in the Garden-wall next to the Convent, which ſo encouraged); [ 
the reſt, that they fell on withan invincible reſolution, and in- a ſhort. | 
ſpace burnt both the Copvent, and moſt of the Towne down to the! 
ground, Thoſe in the Fort finding themſelves bardlybeſer, began to 
Parley about ſurrendring of it upon honorable termes : But ſome hor; 
coming ſeaſonably to their relief from Lucerna, which the Proteſtant | 
| KIE might 
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| where the Reformed party had conſiderable advantages againſt their e- 


{Maſſacre in their ancient priviledges , the free exerciſe of their. Reli- 


might have prevented if they-had been ſo careful as they ſhould have: 
been, they were fruſtrated of atraining their deſires, | 
Beſidestheſe, rhere were divers other battels fought in divers places 


nemies, bot for brevity ſake they are here onutted, | 


CHAP. XLVL 
A brief account of the Interceſſors to the Duke of 

Savoy in the bebalf of theſe poor people , and 
the ſucceſſe tberof. | 


[? Poa the firſt ſupplication of that terrible Order of Gafta/do, which 
A+ was a forerunner of the Maſſacre, the Proteſ{ant Cartons of Switzer- | 
land, being their near neighbours , and therefore could ſooneſt take 
notice of it, wrote their Letters to the Duke of Savoy in the poor peo- 
ples behalf, To whichche Duke of Savoy ſhortly atter' gave a com- 
plemental, but cold anſwer, which was little better than a plaine deni- 
al of their requeſt, and mediation, 

April the 29. being the Lords day, newes of the horrible Maſſa- 
|cre was brought to theCouncil of Z#r:c, who immediately gave Or- 
'der fot a Publick day of Humiliation through all their Territories, as 
| alſo for making a ColleQion for their reliet : reſolving to give notice: 
of this doleftul newes to their Proteſtant friends ; and amongſt others, 
they wrote to the States General of the united Provinces , acquainting 
them with the ſad condition of this poor people , intreating them ro 
conſider of ſome expedient for the accommodating their affars, 

May che. fifth they ſent Monſieur Gabriel! Wers , Captaine Gene- 
ral of Berne as their Deputy to the Duke of Savey, who in very re- 
ſpe&ful termes requeſted him to re-eſtabliſh thole who had ſurvived the | 


—— 
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gion, and for the enlargement of their Priſoners, delivering hima let- 
terto the ſame purpoſe, Theanſwer which the Duke (or rather his 
Mother) gave,was, that though they were not obliged to give an ac- 
count of their ations to any Prince in the world, yet our of reſpe&t to 
the amity which they had compacted with his Maſters the Cantons,they 
had giyen order to the Marqueſle of Pianeſſa to acquaint them with che 
truth of thoſe affairs : and ſhortly after when Major Wes ſpake with | 
the Marqueſle, he laboured to juſtifie all his proceedings, and to lay 
the load upon the backs of the poor people, proteſting that he never 
:iatended to force their Conſciences, and that all the reports about ſach | 
ſtrange cruelties exerciſed towards them were meer forgeries,8&c. 

- Major Wes replyed that the Maſſacre was ſo notorious, that it could 
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not be denied, and that their right of habitation in thoſe places was 
founded upon Juſtice, being granted ro them by the Dukes Predeceſ- 


__tors, 
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{fors, and purchaſed by. then of the preſent Duke for'ftx:rhouſandDa- 
catoons, The Marqueſleanſwered thatall choſe Grants wereuponcon- 
dition thar the Romiſh: Religion ſhould: be freely exerciſed amongſt 
them, which yet they would. never fuffer,::.. Maſter Wes ſtill. pref 
fing their {ad condition, and the neceſſity, of finding an; expedient for 
accommodation, &c, the Marqueſſe defired. him to apply himſelf « 
the poor people, and to; cauſe them; to/defiſt from:Hoſtility, which 
would be the way to obtaine favour from-che Duke :| and no maryel 
though he moved this:  Forabout this time:(through Gods mighty. af- 
fiſtance) theſe poor people began fo to: prevaile, that their enemies 
began to fear whar. the ſuccefle might be, and therefore the Marqueſs 
ro n-ong to get the ſiyord tout of their hands by ſuch-a ſtratagem. as 
| CIS. F-m2! 2M 102 397 {4 
| Major Wes went to Peroſa, propounding theſe things to the, poor, 
people : who returned humble thanksto the Cartons for what they had 
already done in weir behalt; and ſaid;thar'if the fix Evengtca Cantons 
would engage that the Treaty ſhould be carried on upon honeſt and ho- 
norabletermes, they were ready to heirken to it; Otherwiſe they were 
reſolved never to truſt thoſe who had ſooft deceived them, and. whoſe 
principle was, that Faith is not tobe kept with Hereticks.  . oy 
With this anſwer Maſter Wew returned, and {ued.'for. the enlarge- 
ment of the Priſoners, or that -at-leaſt he:might he ſuffered to ſpeak 
with them : but neicher the one nor other would be. granted; whereup- 
* on he returned to his Maſters, and-upon. his report to them, being di{- 
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'| would be done by other Princes, and States, a12,0er bi] _ 
May 1655, | Letters were brought'to Oliver Lord Protector of E»- 
land of this doleful newes, whereupon he invited all the people of .&x- 
gland to ſeek the Lord by Humiliation, and Prayer, and withal,, mo- 
ved them toa liberal Contribution for the fuccour of theſe poor fouls, 
He ſent alſo Maſter Samnel Morlandas his Envoy to the King of Fraxce, 
and Duke of Savoy to meditate on their behalf, He wrote alſo'to the 
King of Denmark , tothe States of the United Provinces, and to the 
Emwaneclical Cantons of the Switzers, requeſting all their Mediations in 
the behalf of theſe poor people. . _ 
May the twenty f1xth 165 5,MaſterMorland ſet out on his journy,and 
{ Fune che firſt he came to the King of Fraxceat La Fere, to whom, he 
delivered the Lord Protectors Letters, wherein he ſolicited his Maje- 
ſy ro improve his power, and intereſt with the Duke, that the cruel 
Order of Gaſtaldo might be recaJled, and the poor people reſtored to 
cheir ancient liberties , and habitations, The King of -Frapce three 
| dayes after returned an anſwer to the Lord ProteCtots Letcer, and Ma- 
{ter Morland proceeded in his journey to the Court of Savoy, and arji- 
fved at Rivole, where the Court was, Fune the 2x, and demanded au- 
dience as the Lord ProteQors Exvey, which accordingly was granted: 
[2ndar his appearing he made a ſpeech in the behali of rhe poor people, 
and delivered the Lord Protectors Letter, , 
L1l 2 Madam 
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couraged from any farther proceedings, they reſolved to, expect what | 
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-i"Midam Royal; the Dukes: Mother anſwered , That ſhe could nor 
batexeremely applaud theifingular charity of his Highneſle the Lord 
' | PaSeatortowards their Subjetts, whoſe condition had been preſented 
ro:him-{o'excefting (ad, and Jamentable,' as ſhe perceived by Maſter 
Mrlands diſcourferc was; yer/withal ſhe could not but extremely ad- 
Hirethar'malice ſhould proceed -{o far-as to clothe their. fatherlike 
chiftffements 'of their rebellivus Subjeds with ſo bldck a character, | 
thereby to refide them odious ito all their::neighbouring Princes, and | 
| States with whotn'they' deſired ro keep a good underſtanding, eſpecj- 
ally:*with'fo grair'and powerful'a Prince as the Lord Protector, Ad- 
ding" that ſhe doubted nor byywhen che truch of all paſſages ſhould be } 
taade known tothim, he would reſt ſatisfied iwith the Dukes proceed- 
[ings, Yet for his Highnefle ſake they would pardon their rebellj- 
ors SabjeRs, wtid? grant rhem.ſuch priviledges, and graces, as ſhould 
thew tothe Lotd Proteor how: great a. reſpect they bore both to his 
perſon; and Mediation : Andwithall Maſter Morl:-dgyas requeſted. to 
|g6to' T#rin, wheze by the Dukes Order hewas entertained with all 
outyard demonſtrations of Livility,and reſpe&t imaginable during his 
| abdde there, 1202 09; : | 
Maſter Morland\fter awhile preſſed for his diſpatch, and had ir, and 
| ſoaccording to the Lord Protectors Order he went to Geneva. 
12 There was ColteRted in-Exgland, and Wales towards the relief of 
|ritefe” poor ſouls the full ſumme of thirty.eight thouſand, ninety ſeven 
ponds; ſeven ſhillings; and-three pence, the greateſt part whereof was 
| arſeveral'rimes trar{mirted-ro them; and what remained, being about 
nine thouſands pounds, was put:eut'to Intereſt, that {o both the Prin- } 
cipalcand the Tmprovement- might be diſpoſed of for their. beſt ad- 
vantage: 'and; further to fhew what effefs'the Lord Protectors inter- 
ceſſion had; T finde that preſently after, the King of Sweden, the King 
| of Denmark; the States of the United Provinces, the Prince Eletor 
| Zalztspe, the Ele&or of Braxdenberg, the Duke of Wittenberg, and ma- 
tiy 6thier Proteſtant Princes and States did either by their Letters to the 
Dake of $avoy,orotherwiſe,declare their deep reſentment of the bloo- 
@y Maffacre, eſpecially che' Lancgrave of Heſſex wrote moſt zealouſly 
| in their behalf, They had alſo many Conlolatory Letters written to 
them! from ſundry particalar Churches, iz. ; From Franckfort, Zurick, 
| Hajiny, Fluſhine, - Middleburgh, rc. and large Contributions according 


| T6 rheir reſpeRive- abilities, Divers: Conmiſhioners alſo were ſent 
| Frgm Zpgland, and Holland to joyne with thote of the Evangelical Can- 
! #013-for ex? grape. a well-grounded peace for thoſe poor people: 
| Butthefore they came, the Swi#Jer Amballador had concluded a Trea- | 
ty with the French Ambaſſador; aud betwixr them, they had hudled | 
| up Peace, the woful effefts whereof theſe poor people were quick- | 
| fy-ſenftble of ; 'and to this day. they labour under heavy burdens laid} 
,{opohitheir ſhoulders by their Popiſh Taskmaſlers - they torbid them all } 
| manner of traffique for their ſuſtenance : they rob them of their goods, | 
and eſtates ; | they drive them-from their ancient habitations, and _”_ 
po id CONTI EDS oC nn. cnem 
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them to fell their Birth-right for a meſſe of Pottage : They band chats ; 


> Soong: 


| devour them : they raviſh their young women, and maidens, they! 


| ſtariding all thoſe Jarge ſupplies that have been ſent them fromEngland,' 
| ries, who lie in wait to bereave them of whatſoever 1s given them, that 
| be expreſfled; _ are dying, even whilſt they live: When that which 


| lefle the Lord in whoſe hand are the hearts of Princes, ſhall incline the ' 
| heart of their Prince ro pity* theſe his poor, harmleſſe, and faithful: 


{ of his Royal Highaefſe. 
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Miniſters, that che Shepherds being gone, they may the more eaſily 


murther the innocent as they paſle along the high-wayes upon their ; = 

occaſions : they continually mock and revile them, and threaten an- | 
other Maſſacre, ſevenfold more bloody than the former : Through the 
malice and ſubtilty of their Po fo aorerfaries their Yalleys are no 0-\ 
cher. then i Dulldenn; 10 hh e Fort of 'EaFurs fervet as a doot, | 
whereby at their pleaſure they may let in a Troop of murtherers ut-'| 
terly to deſtroy and extirpate thoſe innocent people : and notwith- 


and other States, yet ſo great arethe neceſſities of thoſe poor hungry | 
creatures, and ſo grievous are the oppreſſions of their Popiſh adverſa- | 


ſome of them are yet ready ever and anon to eate their own fleſh 
for want of bread: their mileries are more {ad, and grteyons than can 


was collected for them is once ſpent, they muſt inevitably periſh, nn- 


Subjects,who are ſo tarre from thoughts of Rebellion, that could they! | 
but enjoy the freedom of their Conſciences in peace,they would be the, 
firſt chat would beready to ſacrifice gheir ves for the good, and ſatety!' 


"14 


How long Lord, Holy, juſt, and true, &c, Rev. 6. 10, 


If any defire to ſee a fuller account of theſe things , together with 
the Letters. and Tranſactions about them, they may finde them fully 
and faithtully ſer down by Maſter Samnel Morland in his Hiſtory of the 
Evangelical Charches in the Valleys of Piemont. 


is : 36 | Thelat Perſecutions in the V alleys of Piemont. 


o ®. . 
2rew dl er een 
: # 


& 
oy | 
x 
t 


SCSSDN PST POSE DEPPCE@T7| 


CHAP. XL VII. >| 
| 4 brief Deſcription of Piemont , and the V, alleys 


thereof. 


Þ Iemont is {0 called, becauſe it is fituated .4 jo montiuim , or at 
the feer of the Alps which ſeparate Ttaly from France * It's 
bur a little ſpot of earth, yet very pleaſant, and of incredible fruicful- 
neſſe, It's bounded on the Eaft with Millan, Montferrat, and the Com-. 
mon-wealth of Genoa: on the Soxth is the Mediterranean Sex: On the 
Weſt, and North part it hath the Alps for a Bulwark, by which it is ſe- | 
parated on the Y7eſt ſide from Provence , and Dauphine, and on the 
North from Savoy, and the Countrey of Yalley, It's almoſt all cover- 
ed with high mountains, and watred with four great Rivers , vis. 
Po, Tanaro , Stura, and Dora, beſides which there are about twenty : 
eight Rivers more, great and ſmall, which render it exceeding truit» 
| ful in Cattel, Wine, Corne, Hay, Nuts, and many other fruits in great 
abundance, | 
The principal VMleys are, on the Nth part thoſe two, 4ofta, and 
Ssſa ; onthe South fide Stura and ſome others: and in the midland, 
 Lucerna, Angroe nffifii occapiatta, Pramol, Peroſa, and Saint Martino. The | 
Valley of Prags qþeen, and ſtill is a part of Davphine as farre as b: 
La Capella, which is ituated at the lower end thereof, and divides ir 
from Peroſa : which was the ordinary paſſage of the French Armies in- 
' ro 7taly, - | | 
| Theſe Valleys, eſpecially that of Angrognia, Pramol, arid Saint Mar- 
' tino are ſtrongly: tortified by nature, by reaſon of their many difficult 
; paſſages through Rocks and mountains : as if from the beginning it 
bad been deſigned by the all-wiſe God to be as a Cabinet; wherein he 
would keep ſome rare Jewel, ; ? 
Thoſe Valleys of Piement which have been for ſome hungreds of | 
; years inhabited by the Waldeyſes, are Lucerna, Peroſa, and Saint Martjno; | 
Lucerng, contains fifteen miles in length : the higheſt Communaſlties 
thereof, vis. Bobio, Villare, and La Torreare for the greateſt ' parr 
mountains : but Lucerna, Saint Grovanni, Fenile, Campiglune, and Gar- 
cizliana, though they have both on the North and South fide a little of 
| the mountains, yet they extend themſelves into a very fair Plaine, 


'  Anerognia is but a hittle m_ on the. North fide of Lucerya, as alſs | 
| Rorata, and Yallon,which are on the Soxth fide of Lucerna wholly with- | 
' in the mountains : So is alſo Reccapratta and Pramol,which are encloſed ! 
| between the Valleys of Lucernaand Peroſa. { 499 2725 UG 

| The Commuualty of Z Torre took its name from anhigh Toe ; 
_ 
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| | which ſtood upon alittle hill near Bowrg - But Francis the firſt , King 
| of France, conſidering how prejudicial it might be to the affairs and in- | 

tereſt of France,and the ſafety ofPignorole,he cauſed it to be demoliſhed. 
Burt the Duke of Savoy rebuilt it, Anno 1652, which afterward ſerved . 
as a flaughter-houſe of many poor innocent ſouls, | 

Bricheras, which is joyned to the Valley of LZucerna, is on the Eaſt 
of Angrognia, and Saint Giovanni, and on the South of Roccapiatta, al- 
moſt all in the Plain, 

Peroſa, and Saint Martino are on the North of Lucerna, Anzrognia, 
and Roccapiatta, ſituated in ſuch fort that the Valley of Peroſa is at the 
__ end, and on the Zaſt are the Valleys of Saint Martivo, and Pra- 

ela. 

The Valley of _ is about fix miles long: and its diſtributed, part 
in the mountains, and part inthe Plains, and ve:y fruittul hills, Ar the 
lower end of it are the Communalties of Porte, Saint Germano , and 
'Y/illaro : In the middle, Pinachia, and in the higher part that of Peye{a, 
; where is the City and Citadel of Peroſa, whence the Valley takes 
its name, | Yi et 

The Valley of Saint Martino is eighth miles in length, on the Weſt 
of the Valley of Peroſa, included between the Valleys of Lxcerna, and 
Cluſonc, in the higheſt part ofthe Alps, which border upon the Valley 
of 2xeyras, containing eleven,Communalties : viz. Rioclaret, Faet, Ro- 
doreto, Salſa, Macel, Maneelia, Chabrans, T; mn Bovile, and Saint 
Martins, which gives the name to this Valley,  Tfhs indeed is the poor- 
eſt , yet the ſtrongeſt of all by reaſon of 1ts ficutarign. ® 

In theſe Valleys before the late: horrid Mafſ7 655. there were 
fourteen Churches of the Proteftants which c , two Claſſes, or 
| Colloques, and thoſe two Claſſes, one Synod for their Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernment, The one was the Colloque of Lacerna conſiſting of the 
Churches of Saint Grovanni, La Torre, Villaro, Bobi, Roxata, and Anzrog- 
nia, to which was annexed that of Roccapiatta,,which is between the 
Valley of Zucerna, and Peroſa, ſituated upon thoſe little hills which ſe- 
parate the two valleys, | ; 
| The other was the Colloque of the valley of Peroſa, and Saint Marti- 
| z6, containg four Churches in the valley of Peroſa, viz. Yillaro, Saint 
Germano, which made but one Church, Pinachia, La Cappella, and Pra- 

| oh, in the valley of Saint Martino, were three Churches, viz, Villa Sec- 
ca, Maneglins, Prafs. | | 

| . The Church of Saint Giovanni contains within it a very fair Plain , 
| and little hills, very fruitful, and abounding with Corn, Vines, Cheſt- 
nuts, Figgs, Olives, and other fruits, but ic wants Paſtures,and Woods, 
ſo that they have not many Cattel ,*but only ſome Oxen to till the 
ground, and to carry their wine to T#rin, and other places to ſell. This 
Church hath annexed unto it Lucerna, Lncernetta, the Vineyards 
of Zucerna, Fenile, Bubiana, and Bricheras. In the City of Lucerna the 
third part of the Inhabitants were Proteſtants. In Lucernetta, and the! 
| Vineyard of Lucerna, almoſt all the Inhabicants profeſſed the Reformed! 

| Religion time out ofmind, Fenile| 
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milk, and wool in abundance, as alſo they had many Cheſtnuts , which 
being cleanſed, and dried, they ſold, or exchanged for other Commo- 


in Cheſtnuts, 


fof Peroſa,about a milefrom Pignorolio : the Weſtand North part of Filla- 
[r9 on this {ide the River Cluſone, belong to the King of Fraxce , and St. 
Germans to the Duke of Savoy on the other fide of the ſaid Ryver, 


rhe Kings Territories from thoſe of the Dukes, © Theſe: two' places of 
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Fenile 1s jower on the other ſide of the River Pelice towards the South, | 
being a more fatt and fertile ſoil chan any place inSt.Giovarnr,in all forts 
of Fruit and Grain, | | 

Bubiana, as to the Plain, 1s like to Fexzle, and neerly adjoyning to it : 
but the Proteſtants have often been driven out of it, ſo that what they | 
poſleſled was moſtly in the hills,where they have lictleCorn,&Winezbur | 
abundance of Cheſtauts: So that the inhabitants, which were abour fitty | 
Families, were generally poor, living by their hard labour, and by their 
profit which they made of wood, which chey carried to {ell to the rowns 
ot babiana, and Lucerna, | | 

The hills of Bricheras, where there have been alwayes Proteſtant Fa- | 
milics, are like thoſe of Saint Giovanyr. 7 

The Church of Za Torre is the ſame for ſitnation and quality with 
that of Saint Grovanni, containing one Plain, where is the Town of Za ' 
Torre, and hills adorned wich the ſame kind of truits as choſe of Saint | 
Grovannt, | | | 

The Church of 7i/laroadjoyns to that of ZaTorre,but is alittlehigher , 
towards Dauphize, containing alittle Plain where is the Town, and the 
hills adorned with Vines, and Cheſtnuts, 

The Church of Bobo is near to that of Y#/laro , being a lictle higher 
towards the Mountain on the Jeſt, but as fertile as that of Y:llaro: 
and being environed with many Mountains , and having fat Paſtures , 
the Inhabitants had many oxen, Kine, and ſmaller Catrel, together wich 


dities. 

The Church of Rorata is a little Valley, ſituated on the other fide of 
che River Pelice, on the Weſt of Lucerna, being bounded by the Moun- 
rains of Y7;{laro, It abounds in Paſtures, and is very fruittul efpecially 

The Church of Angrogna is North-Weſt to that of St. Gidvannr, to- 
wards Peroſa, in a Mountainous- Count: y, but ituittull in Cheſtnuts, 
Corn, and Paſtures, environed with fruittull Mountains, which yielded 
200d Paſtures in the Summer ſeaſon, 

The Church of Reccapiatta contains tour parcels, wiz. that of Rocea- 
piatta, St. Bartholoweo, Peruſtine,and La Inver(o delle Porte, In thele three | 
later there grow abundance of rich Wines, Cheſtnuts, and other good 
fairs. In Roccapratta they have Corn, Paſture, and Fruits, but no 
Wine. 97 ED 

{he Church of Yillaro, and St, Germans is ficuated in therowelt part 


which runaing through the whole length of tae ſaid Valley , ſeparates 


Yillaro. and St. Germano coatain a little P.ain on both ftdes the River, 


the reſt is in hills, yielding Corn, Wine, and Fruits. | 
M mm The 
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The Church of Piachia is within the Frexch Dominions, adjoyning 
| on the YFeſt part to that of Yillaro, and contains a tair, and beautifull 

Plain, on the North-ſide fenced with pleaſanc hills: On the YYeft.;s the 
Town, and fort'of Peroſa ; on the South, the River Cluſoze, and ſome 
hills, but ſcarce any Plajnatall, Ir abouncs with Corn, Wine, Nuts, 
Graſs, and other Fruits. 

The Church of La Capella is on the YYeſt of that of Pizachia in the| 
upper end of the Valley of Peroſa ; on the We# it joyns to the Valley 
of Fraz2la ( which belongs to the King of Frazce) On the Eaſt to the 
Citadel of Perecſa : It hath ſeveral very fruictull hills in it : It hat! an- 
nexed to it Pomare, and nverſo del Peroſa,and ſome other mall Villages, 
called Le Meay, making alittle Communalty at the too of the Valle» 
of Pragela, 

The Church of Pramol is ſituated on a Mountain between the VYal- 
leys of Lucerna, and Peroſa, at the feet whereof grow a ferv V:.ucs, and 
g00d Fruits : In the higheſt part is Corn, and much wood, and Paſture 
| ground, | 
| The Churchof YillaSecca is at the loweſt part of the Valley of St. 
' Mariino, where there is almoſt no Plaine but where the river Germanaſco 
takes its courſe;the Hills which lie South trom the {aid River are very 
cold, ſo that there grow no Vines : bur thoſe on the North which lie 
open to the S#uth-ſunare hot, and ſo have many Vines, In general, 

| its tolerably iruirful 'in Corne, Fruits, and Paſture. 
4 The Churchof AMeneglia which is onthe Weſt part of Yilla Seca, 
corprehends: three little Communalties, viz. Maneelia, Machel, and 
| | Salſa + All are ina mountainous place,but exceeding truittul in Corne, 
Paſture, ec. except only in the higheſt parts thereof. 

The Church of Prali 1s ſituated inthe uppermoſt part of the Valley 
of Saint 'Maztino, and contains two Communalnes, viz. Pralr, and Ro- | 
doret, bounded on the South with the Alps, and the Valley of Lacerna | 
|-On the reſt by the Valley 2ueyras in Davphine; and on the North by 
| the Valley of Pragelz : Here is nothing but Hay and Graſſe, 

_- Generally in al] theſe Churches (except on tte tops of the moun- 
tains) there are plenty of Fruits, eſpecially of Cheſtnuts, and in ſome 
| placestherearevaſt ſpaces of Ground yielding almoſt nothing elle : as 
;\1n the little Hills of Bybzara, and all along the Yalley of Lucerna, and. 
|-in the South parts of the Valley of Peroſa: So that the Inhabitants in 
| thoſe places dry, and clenſe great quantiries of chem, part whercot they 
| keepfor their own uſe, and tte reſt they {ell,or exchange ior Corne, an 
\*Xhar, quanticy for quantiry, with the Inhabicants of the Plaine; ic being 
J |a-great part of their food in Piemont, They allo dry theſe Nuts in an - 
| . | Oven, or ona Kilne, and make thereof an excellent ſort of Biſquet , 
| which they firſt ſtring as they do their Beades, and ſo hang them. up in 
| a moiſt place the better to preſerve them,. Theſe they frequently make 
| uſe of inſtead of Maqreroons, and ſuch {weetmeats, 
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Of the late Perſecutionof the Church of Chriſt in Po- 
land, Anno Chriſti 1656. 


ws He All-wiſe, and holy God, whoſe wayes of Providence ate al- 
wayes righteous , though often ſecrer, and unſearchable, hath 
made it the conſtant lot, and portion of his people in this world to fol- 
low his Sonne in bearing his Crofle, and ſuffering perſecutions, For | 
they that are borne after the fleſh, do alwayes perſecute thers that aye borne | 
after the ſþizit, But ſcarcely have any fort of the Churches enemies! 
moreclearly followed the pernicious way of Cairne herein, than harh that 
Antichriſtian ta&tion of Rome, that Mother of Harlots and Abominati- 
01s, whole garments are died red with the blood of Saints, which they | 
have alwayes cruelly ſhed, and made themſelves drunk with, And a- 
monsſt thoſe choſen and faithful witneſſes, the Lord ſeemerh very fig- | 
' nally to have raiſed up thoſe Chriſtians, who(though diſperſed in divers 
Countreys) have been commonly known by the name of Waldeyſes, 
who tor ſome Centuries of years have lived amongſt their enemies as | 
Lambs amongſt Wolves, to bear their teſtimonies to the Truths of ; | 
Chriſt, againſt the Apoſtaſies, and Blaſphemies ot Rome ; for which 
wg have been killed all the day long , and accounted as ſheep for he, 
aughter, | | 
| One part of this little Aock, and remnant which the Lord hath lefr, | 
8 reſerved, are ſcattered partly in the Valleys of Piemonrt,of whoſe Tra- | 
gical ſufferings you have had a faithful account in the precedent Chap- 
ter : theother part of this poor, but precious remnant, ' have been di- 
{perſed in the Kingdomes of Bohemia, and Poland, whole ſufferings,ro- 
_ with the Lords ſignal Providences about them, are now ro: be 
ſpoken of, as they have been related to the Lord Protector 0.C.and rhe 
| State here by two godly perſons delegated by thoſe -perſecured Chur- | 
= | 


_ | 


| ches, which are now the fad Monuments of their enemies rage, 'and of 
| the Lords ſparing mercy. - | 
| Theſe ſometime flouriſhing Churches were -by degrees worne out 
by the conſtant underminings, and open outrages of the Antichriſtian 
party; being firſt driven ont of Bohemia into Poland: and then after 
their taking root, and ſpreading in Poland into a numerous company, | | 
they were fotced out of their chieteſt Cities there, and ar laſt by the | 
Feſuited, and enraged Popiſh Army, were perſecuted in their few hiding 
places with fire and (word. | : 

Their Miniſters were tortured todeath by moſt exquiſite, and un- 
heard of Barbariſme, by cutting out of the tongues of ſome , pulling 
out the eyes, and cruelly mangling the bodies of others. Yer did nor | 
theirrage, and brutith cruelty reach only to the Miniſters, bur tq pri- 
yate perſonsalſo; yea, even towomen, and to young children , whoſe 
heads they cut off, and laid chem at their dead mothers breaſts, . 

Nay their rage brake out, not only againſt the living (or one of | 

| Mmm 2 whom !_ 
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| | bourGermazs called it Z5ſy, This Village, ſomething above one hundred 
l TH ; : of| 
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| whom they [pared that fell into their hands) bur alſo againſt the dead. | 
' plucking the bodies of Honorable perſons, and others out of 
their graves, tearing them to pieces, and expoſing them to publick 


{corne. OL 
But the chiefeſt eye-ſore, and object of their fury was the City of 


therein, they burned to aſhes, and laid it in the rubbiſh,” Only the Lord 
in mercy having alarm'd the City by the report of. their enemies ap- 
proach, the greateſt part of the Inhabirants (being three famous Chur- 
ches) ſayed themſelves by flight, and arenow wandring up and down in 
Sileſia, the Marquiſate of Frandenburg, Luſatia, and Hungary, poor, de- 
ſtiruce, afflicted, and naked, the relation: whereot you 'have in this en- 
ſuing Narrative written in Zatiz by ſome ot themſelves, and called Leſ- 


ne Excidinm, 


| 


aithfully. 
hi | g | 


0 E{na a; City. of great Poland, almolt thirty years ago began-tg. be 
_ fanous both far and near; but now being ſuadenly and ucterlyxa- 
{ zed hath nothing left beſide the name and fame thereof, ©, For the ful- 
fer diſcovery ofthis huſineſſe from the beginning,we muſt briefly res 
late 1 5 Origins) and progreſſe of this town! 
\ When above ſeven hundred years ago, Mrcziſiaus, then Duke - of 
Poland, took to Wite the daughter of Boleflauws Duke.of Bohemia , and 
together with her received - 4 Chriſtian Fairh,jit happened char among 
thoſe of the Bohemian Nobility that accompanied him, there was one 
Peter de: Bernſtein, whom, becauſe he was.a-perſon endowed with ma- 
ny vertues, Mzecz2/laws was willing to detain/him 1n Polaxd, and to that 
' end beſtowed upon him rich poſſeſſions, the chief whereof was a Yil- 
lage.called Lezſyna, (i.e. a grove of haſle-trees) upon the very confines 
| of the lower Sileſia, being ſituate twelye miles trom Wratiſlavia, five 
| fromGlogaw,and ten fromPgſnania, From this place therefore of his redi- 
dence, Peter de Haruffen taking. the riſe of his. denomination, according , 
| to.che cuſtome of the Nation, heand all his poſterity were called Lez- 
' ſcyniz, and were afterwards admitted to all ſorts of Dignities in the 
| Realm; forhar of this family there were never wanting ſome or other 
i that were Captains, Governours of Caſtles, Palatines, Marthals, Chan- 
| cellours, Biſhops, or Archbiſhops,even to this day : and beſides this, for 
| their noble management of affairs in ſeyeral-Embaſlyes to the Roman 
| Emperour, they, were adorned with the title of Eatles of the Empire, 
| which they ſtill enjoy. Byt Zeſzcyza it ſelf begun by lictle and littlero 
| change its name, and by contraction was called Leſſna,and their neigh- 
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' Leſya, which after plundering and murthering of all whony they found | 
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of years ago had the dignity and title of a marker town granted to it by | 
che famous King S7g:ſmund,. and tradeſmen were invited hither ouc | | 
of the neighbouring Szlefia, and ſo the uſe of the German tongue was: 
broyghtia together with them, As for Religion, it was reformed in 
Leſnaabour the ſame time, by the moſt illuſtrious Count Andrew; Pa- | 
latine of Bernſtie, according to the rites of the Bohemian Confeſſion, | i 
which it hath retained to this aay, and became as it were the Metropolys | 
| of the Churches of that conkelies chroughour all the greater Poland. | 
! And when, after the year 1620, a very ſharp perſecution was raiſed a- | 
gainſt the Profeſſors of theGoſpel in Bohemta;and not long after the Mi- 
| niſters and Nobility were "2625 2 they were fain to ſeek refuge in Po- 
land, whom that moſt pious Noble man,the Lord Raphaet de Leſna,Pa- 
.latine of Belſe, aw under his protection, appointing Leſna;Wiodava, 
& Baranovia tor their places of refuge. But for as much as the greater part 
| did ſeat themſelves at Leſua becauſe of the neerneſle thereof, and nor | 
| long atter,a far greater company flocked chither out of Sileſia (for there 
alfo the butchery of near = wonderful fierce , . in the years 1628, 
and 1629.) it came to paſle chat Leſze;by rbe addition of many ſtreets, 
oSrew into a large City, baving three marker places, four Churches, a 
large School, abave twenty ſtreets, one thouſand fix hundred hoyſes, 
two thouſand freemen of the City, and abundance of other conpugg. 
| There was built alſoa very fair, Church for the ſervice, of God accord- | 
ing to the rites of the Auguſftane Confeſſion, which had overirt three Pa- 
ſtors, learned menz =P 2 School for the mother tongue with ſome 
Schoolmaſters, beſide the Free-ſchoole, which had a learned man of 
the torementioned-Confeſfionappainted over it, by the. tigle of Pro: 
reffor, The Citizens alſo having grdered themſelves according to the 
beſt policy they could, there were found our handſome VIS fora 
publick revenue that made nq noiſe, and were little felt , and without 
{ any mans dammage or burden,ſo that they were able for ſome years to: 
| maintaine workmen for the png the City about. with a Bul- 
wark and Trench , and. for, the. building of gates with walls agd faire | 
turrets: And laſtly, there was huilt a very fair Court-houſe in the mid-: | 
dle.of the market-place of the old: City; there was ſcarce the like in all | 
oreat Poland, exczytat Poſuants,. In 3 word, Civility,. trading; mer- | 
chandize(for all chings were hgre hought and ſold) and Religion did ſo 
flouriſh here, that this Cy, $40 not come behinde any City in Poland | 
(for its admirable pleaſantneſſe. - , All this-was matter of joy, not only 
co thoſe pious Chriſtians that were (catered out of ſeveral places for ! 
the Goſpels ſake, and here gathered together under the protection of 
God, bur to others alſo that came hither from all parts , as ſtrangers : | 
but it galled the enemies of the Goſpel extremely, {0 that it made f 
them leave no defigne unafſayed for the overthrow of chis City of re-: 
fuge for the godly. Ar the firſt ( 4» 1628, & 1629.) they made 
uſe of ſeveral accuſations and flanders.co King Sigiſmwng the third, 
ſuggeſting to. him that jt was a. confluence ot all forts of men thar 
were enemies and traytors to his Majeſty ; that it was good to niprhem | 
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in thebud, 8c, But through the prudence of that gteat Senator, the 
Lord of the place, whoſe wiſdome went-beyond their envy, and who 


kinde, all thoſe their battering-rams were ar that time uſed in vain, 
But, Anno 1653. after that the Swedes were broken by the Empe- 
rours army in Germany, and were driven out of Sileſia, new plots were 
hatched at Glogaw to ſend out one or two of the Emperours regiments, 
who ſhould ſuddenly invade Zeſza, ſack the rown, and pur the inhabi- 
rants to the ſword, or at leaſt ſcatter them. Bur it pleaſed God fo to 
order it, that this plot was diſcovered by ſome of themſelves two days 
before the appointed time, and fo vaniſhed into ſmoak, though the 
ſmoak of their devices did not yet ceaſe to riſe, For after the death 


divided'amongſt his ſons and heirs, and the County of Leſna fel to the 
illuſtrious Lord Boguſlavs, his third lon, thehi' newly returned from tra- 
velling, the Plotters werenor wanting fo to 'lie in wait to inſnare this 
candidate of great wiſdome and vertue, that after they had wearied him 
for ſome years with the promiſes of honours (unto which there was 
no door of'entrance but by entertaining 'the Roman-Catholick Reli- 

jon) at laſt they enticed him to profefſe Popery, But however they 

eaped many honours upon him, procuring him ſome Captainſhips, 
afterwards the Generalſhip ' of great Poland, and laſtly the Arch- 
| rreaſurerſhip'of the Realme, yet could they nor procure his harred 
i of the Profeſſors of the Goſpel , and the diffparion of his ſub 
jets , which was the ching ' they hoped for , but he till” pre- 
ſeryed intire to his Leſza thoſe priviledges both Civil and Religious, 
which his father, of bleſſed memory, had 'promiſed, offered , or con- 
firmed to them. They attempted therefore this other device: The 
Biſhop ofPoſnania ventured to redemand the oldPariſh-Church, becauſe 


ger be left ro the uſe of 'Hereticks, The' Lord Treaſurer anſwered, 
| that his Grandfather ( Andrew-Palatine of Brenſtien) had built another 

Church forthe Catholicks (whoſe number was very ſmall in the town, 
ſcatce ever above three or four' Citizens) to exerciſe theirReligionin, 
and endowed it with revenues to that purpoſe, that the greater number 


though he doubled rhe maintenance of the Romay Pariſh-prieſt: for 
Anno 16572. they brought the Lord: Count before the tribunal of the 
Realme, where the cauſe muſt needs go againſt him, the very ſame 
perſons being accuſers, witneſſes and Judges ; yet he 6brained that this 
Charch ſhould nor ſuddenly be taken away from his Subjects the inha- 
| birantsof old Leſnz until they had built themſelves anew one, This 
building rhey preſently ſer about with the help of forrein Churches: 
(according as they were in a capacity to help, things being every where 
{in confuſion) But when the adverſaries ſaw that it went on apace , and 


- {thatthis was like to bebigger than the other (for ſo great now was the 


multitude of Citizens of this Confefſion, that the old Church was nor 
able 


knew well enongh how to counter-work all malicious projects of that | 


of the moſt illuſtrious Prince Palatine of Belſe, when his eſtate was i 


it was of ancienr foundation, and pretended that it might not any lon- | 


of Citizens might enjoy the greater Church, Bur all was in vain, 
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| Sileſia, began there to gather themſelves into ſmall companies, in the 


ning of April he returned to Leſza without {ſeeing him, the King then 


' 
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able to contain them) they began again to mutter and threaten , rhat | 
this might not be endured, that the Hereticks ſhould have a bigger Church | 
than the Catholicks; that they did but build thes alſo for the Catholicks,evc, 

Ar length the irruption of the Swedes into Poland ( Anno 1655. 
gave them thelong withed for occafion of opprefling and rooting out 
not on!y the Zeſnians, butalſo all the Profeſſors of the Goſpel (or as 
they were wont to be called, the Diſſenters from the Roman Religion) | 
throughout Poland. For although the Papi/ts themſelves had tran( | 
acted with the Swedes at their coming out of Pomerania (in the agree- 
ment of Ujcza) and had delivered to them expreſlely and by name the 
chiet Cities, Poſnania, Kaliſch, Franſtat, Meſeritz, and Leſna, and the 
reſt,afrer ſome weak reſiſtance, had yielded themſelves up ro the Swedes, 
yer while the King of Sweden was ſlowly, and as it proyed, dangeroul- 
ly buſted in Pruſia, they took counſel together for the reſuming of theig, 
armes, to fight tor the liberty of their Countrey, and the Catholick ! 
Religion (as they call it) ro drivethe Swedes out of the Countrey, and | 
co root out all the difſenters in grofle, That this their purpoſe might | 
make the quicker progreſſe, and be fer on the mare ſtrongly , there 
were Feſuitcs and Moyks ſent out every way, to intimate theſe things to 
the multitude, and to encouragethem to fo glorious an undertaking, 
compelling thoſe that were flow with the thunderbolt of Excommunni- 
cation, and promiſing the relaxation of rhe pains of Purgatory , _— 
eternal rewards to them that were forward, To this end King Caſa- 
mire being recalled one of Sileſta,they commandet{ the Nobility to flock 
to him, and to give the King of Smedeza meeting inhis return out of | 
Borufſia, The Commonalty alſo they ſtirred up againſt the Profeſſors 
of the Goſpel, making themſelves their turious leaders; and ſuch was | 
their ſucceſle, that in lower. Poland a great nutmberof families (it is nor | 
yet known how many, becauſe the turious tumult ſtill continnes ) al- | 
moſt within the compaſſeof a moneth fin February and March) were | 
miterably butchered, men and women, young and old being murthered | 
without diſtinction, all, fave ſuch as could eſcape into the neighbonr- 
ing parts of Hungary, and fo fave their lives by light, Bur the Nobi- 
lity of the greater Poland, moſt of them having retired themſelves into 


— — — 


beginning of 4pril, and to break forth ; by whoſe coming the' reſt be- | 
ing encouraged, made a great {laughter of the Swedes that were gatri- | 
ſon'd in the (mall rowns, ſo that General Muller was fain to go forth | 
with an army of Swedes toreſtrain them, | : | 

As for Leſna, the hereditary Lord thereof, the Treaſurer of the | 
Kingdome, was gone into Bornſſia*to ſalute the King of Sweden ſome | 
way to take care for the ſafety of his Countrey : But about the begin- 


being full of aQtion, and ranging up and down, This bulinefſe pto- 
cured much moreenvy both to himſelt and the City, as if he had plot- | 
ted with the Swedes againſt his Countrey, having- never been true and | 
faithful either to theChurch or hisCountrey:therefore they ory our 
ames 
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Aames, and belched out threats ſo much the more fiercely both againſt | 

' him and his City. However there were not wanting ſuch as by private | 
: meſſages gave hint hope of pardon , if he would but withdraw himſelf; 
' from them, as afterwards he d1d, But the enemies prepared chem- | 
. ſelves to deſtroy thar ſo popu!ous a City by force (it they could) or elſe | 
' by flames, furniſhing themſelves with many ſorts of weapons for thar | 
- purpoſe, Of this doing alchough the inhabitants of Leſza had notice | 
by ſeveral meſſengers, yer a fatal ſecurity prevailed witi them to think | 
that there was no fear of ſach an enemy as was not furniſhed either 
' with Infantry or Artilery for ſucha deſigne, Upon X:fer day 2 prity 
: of Poles broke into ſome territories (belonging to an eminent Protcſior | 
of the Goſpel) nees. Leſna - for whom they made diligent ſearch, ut | 
finding that he was from home (for he had retired himſelf to Leſax for ' 
b Religion ſake) they plundered all his movable goods, and tools his -r- | 
.yant (Martin Multz, 2 Bohemian) and hanging a great ſtone abut his | 
neck, threw him into the river that ran by, and {o drowned him, | 

|  Onthethird Holy-day in Eafter the report was very hot that the | 
Swedes had loſt all, and that the King was flain : upon which account, 

' | when the Lord Treaſurer did betake himſelf to Wratiſlavia- in Szl-/ea, 
the Citizens of Leſ4a were ſomething atraid, airhough the Comman- | 


[4 


ders of the Swedes that were there in Garriſon (being three co.ours of 
horſe) did encourage them ; as did alſo the Adminiſtrator of tic: Cuy | 
and County of Leſna, who requiring anew the oath of fidelity From the | 
Citizens, did promiſe them to ſtay with them, and bid them be of good | 
courage, Being lifted up with this hope, and drawn on with the pro- 
miſes.of new Auxiliary forces to come very ſuddenly to-them , they 
promiſed themſelyes all manner of ſecurity; 1o thatno man took any 
Care tO get Out of the way, or tocarry any thing.of his goods to a ſa- 
i fer place: yet they kept ſtrong ;guards night and day, ſomerimes the 
| third part of the Citizens, and ſometimes half being upon duty, The 
| Swediſh horſe alſo ever and anon made excurſions to. fee what” the «nee 

| my was a doing, and whether they were neer. But they never brought 

: back any other news, bur that there were.no footſteps or ſignes of ny 

_ enemy appearing : Yea, even that very.day:in. which the Poles came in 
the afternoon, the Swedes returned with good booty, but not a word of 

' the enemy.But about.three daycs after upon Thurſday, April the 27. an 
army of the Polonia Nobility, mixed with a-#put of peaſants, thewed 

' themſelves unexpectedly out of the Woods; and anon they drew fort! 

| into the open field, and ſo ſer themſelves. within fight- of the City, a- 

| bour five or.{1x furlongs from the.Suburbs, , When -this ws percei- 
ved, the alarm-vas given, and the Cizens hzſteu to their armes , and 
place themſelves on the walls; yet not knowing who they were, and 
with what intenc they came, and wondring much, . why, accorcing to | 
the cuſtome they did not ſend forth a Trumpeter, (For that which 

| vs did bruit abroad afterwards, and many perhaps beleeved, rh:tthe 
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Leſnians gave the occaſion of hoſtility by killing their Trumpeter, is 
juſt nothing : Heaven and earth will bear witnefle that this was d-viſed 
meerly 
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meerly to colour oyer the. hainouſneſs of the fat:)At length they begin 
their work with firinga Brick-kiln,thatſtood not far f.o:n the Suburbs. 
Then the Swediſh Troopers (abour one hundred and fifty in number) 
which were already mounted 8 gone out of the City,going a little far- 
ther, encountered with the Enemy in light skirmiſhes, for the ſpace of | 
two hours;in which many of thePoles,and fome of theSwedes were {lain, 
But while the Swedes were earneſt with the Citizens. for ſome help, as 
it were todefend the Suburbs from turther burning, ſome were drawn 
forth ( about ſeventy of the younger Citizens) who mixed themclyes | 
raſhly and confuſedly among the Horſe-men ; which when the Poles 
ſaw, they feighned a flight, returning towards the Wood : But as. 
ſoon as they perceived that they had drawn them far enough from the 
Walls, they wheeled aboux, - ſome fetching a compaſs tocome behind | 
the Leſ#ians, and fo to get between them and home, and the reſt re- | 
turning ſtraight upon them, fell on in a full body, The Swediſh | 
Horſe when they ſaw this, turned theirbacks, leaving the Foot tothe | 
mercy of the Enemy; but the Poles followed them fo cloſe ar heels, | 
that two Colours(about four hundred men) pafled through the Suburbs 
to the very gate,and wanted bur little of entering the City it {elf with 
them, had notſome good confident fellow , ventured to ſtep in;he- 
tween, and bar the Gate againſt them , while others .of the Cirizens 
ſent a-ſhowr of Bullets among them, and ſo beat them back : $o- the | 
Poles being glad to ſtop, yea, and retire ( juſtat Sun-ſet) ſer fire on 
the outward parts of the Suburbs, and burnt ſome Granaries ol 
Wind-mills, thereby making the whole night light to us; while 
themſelves returned through the Wood to.0ſeczxo , which the Gqr- 
mans call Storckneft, The City. being thus filled with fear, ſpent che 
whole night withour ſleep, the. men in watching won the Walls, | 
and the women.in gathering themſelves: cragether in .the Market-pla- | 
ces and Church-yards, and other open. places,and there wearying Hea- 
ven with ny and Prayers'to God, , L ek hs 
When the-morning came,and noenemy appeared, the Citizens went 
forth and ferched in the {lain-to.bury. them ;, among, whom werefound 
-abourt-forty Citizens, but above .a hundredot the Poles, and among 
them - their chief Commander: himſelt, Creſky , who formerly had 
taken Pay-under.the Swediſh General Barter, and: was accounted more 
expert-thenthercſt : [Inthe mean time jt. was hotly reported, that the 
Adminiſtratoriof the Quunty and.many-of his:Retiaue were wanting 
and:gone;whereupon the courage of the Citizens began to tail,angithey 
went tothe Senate,todefire leave to ſend away their-wives 8 children, 
| that if the enemy.ſhould come again they might be the more couragious 
in defending themſelves,not being daynted with the out-cryes and tears 
| of the women. Some diſlwaded them with, good reaſons, ſaying, That 
. thoſe that(hould. be feat.torch under Prommnce of convoying. the reſt 
inſafety, would not return.again, and:ſqthe reſt of the Citizens ſhould | 
be.left-in greater fears ;' That the Spartans of old were wont.to take | 
| their wives &. children tothewar,with them, that having chemingheir | 
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eyes, they mighr fight the more ſtourly for their ſafery, But all was 
in vain, though the Swediſh Commanders alſo endeavoured to hinder: 
che flighit of che richer ſorr, which they could not do, being overcome 
with the cryes.of the multitude. There were ſome Eccleſraſticks alſo | 
who defired leave to depart for a few dayes, becauſe that the Antichri- | 
ſtian fury was bent chiefly againſt them : But the Senare left ir to their 
conſciences, whether in fach a caſe they could leaye the people then | 
when they would: moſt need/inſtruction and comfort ; eſpecially if 
wounded and dying, Bur the others perſiſted in their importunity, 
and there went out before Noon about three hundred Waggons, which 
wereall that could be got in the City. | 
After this there followed ſome quietneſs,with hopes that the Enemy 

wouldreturn no more, having found by experience how well able the 
.Leſnians were to defend themſelves and theirs ; and perhaps they had 
never returned-indeed (as it was know afterwards) had they not 'been | 
encouragcdby that flight of the Cirizens:For two dayes after the twen- 
ty eight of April; there was a Letter delivered to the Conſul from rhe 
Commanders of the Polzſh Forces, in which they demanded the ſut- 
'renderofthe City, and gave them hope of good uſage ; but if they 
would not embrace that offer, they then threatned to deſtroy them 
with fire and Sword, having now ſuch an addition of Foot ſouldiers, 
that they wereable'to rake the City by form, They added moreo- 
ver that they had received a Letter from the Lord Treaſurer, where- 
in heifitreated them to ſpare his Leſna upon their ſubmiſſion , ſaying, 
| that he had already given them a command to ſer open their Gates, 
Ifever there were indeed any ſuch command, it muſt needs have been 
ſbpprefled'by forme one ; Tv that the Citizens never knew ofit ; other- 
4 wite they would kave provided a little better for the ſafety of them: | 
| ſclvegand'their goods. Bur ſoit muſt needs be, that our fins (through 
| Others tteachery-) ſhould be brought to puniſhment, This meflage 
of the Poles to the Senate did wonderfully daunt the Citizens ; For 
cheſ@ things were not kept ſecrer, but before the Conſul could call 
| together the Senate and the Commanders of the ſouldiery, the report 
thereof had run'through the whole City , as alſo that there was very 
| little Gun-Powderlett, and they had not wherewithal to defend them. | 
7 ſelves; ſo'tharthe Citizens being taken with a pannick tear, caſtawa 
their weapons and courage together,and betook themſelves to flighe,, : 
eſpecially when preſently afcer;they whowere on the Guard, difcove- 
| red the Body of che Enemies coming the ſame way they came before ; | 
i For rhey forſaking every man his ſtation, haſted home, adviſing their } 

wives, children,” and neighbours to flye,” themſelves leaving their 
| weapons upon the Walls, orart the Gates; ' or afterwards caſting them 

away in the fields, ' that they miZht not be a burden to them, When 
| the Swedi(b ſouldiers ſaw the Citizens thus in amaze and running away, 
\ they alſo ſoon mounted, not 'to meet the' Enemy ( as before) butro 
run'away too from the face of the Enemy, Then fo]lowed the Senate 
inſach atremblmg fit of fear, that every one run out at the Gate that 
— | _— 
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was next him, or over the very Forts and Ditches; ſothatin one hours | | | 
ſpace, a moſt populous City was left deſtitute of inhabitants : Save a | 
company of fick and aged people, and a few others that could not {6 | 
ſuddenly getaway, or for ſome other cauſe were neceſſitated to awair 
the iſſue, But all haſtened to rhoſeMooriſh woods, by which Poland is par- 
red from Szlefia, in ſuch contuſion, that when the neareſt paſſes (to 
wards Thorlang and Kroſken ) were not wide enough, they tumbled | 
by Troops to other paſſes ( Strizwik, Prybisch , and Hundſloch ) that | 
were more remote, The Swediſh Troops went to Frau#ad, and from 
chence, tiking the Garriſon along with them,towards Meſeritz : Bur| 
the paſſage through the Moors was very difficult, in regard that the 
company crouding one upon another, as it the Enemy were juſt at their 
heels, did not onely many of them ſtick in the deep Mud (in vain cry-: 
ing out for help to thoſe that paſſed by, every one being ſolicitous on- | _. ; 
ly for his own preſervation) but were alſo nured and loſt ! Here chil- | 
dren loſt their parents, and parents their*children, wives their hus- 
bands,and one cron another; ſo that they could ſcarce find one ano | 
ther again; in two,three, and four days time, | 

The Enemy by a Trumpeter, who was ſent to Poſnania gate enqui- | 
red what the Citizens meant todo ; to whom Fohn Kolechen , alcarn- 
ed Citizen, and well acquainted with many of the Nobility ( in con- 
fidence whereof, having ſent away his wife he adventured to ſtay ) 
came forth and anſwered, : That the Gates ſtood open; the Swediſh E- 
nemies were gone, andthereſt of the Citizens ſtood to their courteſie, 
and deſired their tavour, | TE pe 

A little after that, came the illuſtrious Grzymaltowsky with many 
of the Nobilicy to the ſame Gate , and when the aforeſaid Kolechep, 
with another in his company, had _= out to them and ſcarcely per- 
ſwaded them that the City was forſaken, and that there was no trea- | 7 
chery; they went in, and when they were diſpoſed into the next fair | | 
q hefacches were entertained witha noble ſupper (which was prepa-: ; 
red to {weeten them alittle, if it might be) ,and had plenty of Wine | 
out of Dlugoſſes Cellar, who was a rich Senator, | | 

Art laſt whea they were half Drunk , they, ſet upon Kolechen with 
chreats, and would have made him their Priſgner, but that he eſcaped | | 
wonderfully out of their hands, and ſaved him(elt by flight, But they. 
durſt nor ſtay all night inthe City , for fear the Swedes and Citizens |. 
ſhould ſet upon them unawares out of ſome Ambulcado z and fo they, 
returned to their own company, and in the morning with many hun- | 
dred Waggons they came back, killing all they mer, and ſetting | 
themſelves to plunder the City, Here then you might have ſeen 
ſtrange examples of barbarous cruelty on the one fide, and blockiſh tol- 
ly on the other, For though no man made reſiſtance , 'yet like Mad| 
Dogs they flew upon all chat either came out or were drawn our of the | 
holes wherein they had hid themſelves.  Of-ſome they pulled out their 
eyes ; Of ſome they cut off their Noſes and Tongues; Of others they. | 
_ off their Hands and Feet; others,they ſtabbed and flaſhed , Fo | 
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ſobntcheredthein with innumerable wounds, that ir could nor be known 
-|whothey were: And ({ which was more) they ſpared not his High- 


neſs,Prince' Frederick, Landerave of Haſsia, though dead, whom they 
had {lain halfa year before at Coſtena, and who was decently Embal- 
med by the -Zeſſzans , and kept laid up in the Chappel of the New- | 


| 


| Church upona Scaffold, till he might be tranſported to his own Coun- | 
try: They firſt rifled his Coffin, which was handſomely adorned, | 


| ſtreet,”( for the _— which they- broughe -with them were not | 
| em | Tor 
198 ble matrer ) and ſo cruelly deſtroyed'that moſt pleaſant City, to- | 


day (I, May) and whatſoever was left they ſer fireroagain. Thev 


[the Caſtle; thir every place might be filled with ſpectacles of cruel- 


| fire ( if it were poſſible )' or elſe to fave ſomething our: of the flames ; 


| raking away his ſilver and guilt keyes, and all the filk that was about ! 
it; then they ſet upon the Princes corps, and took away his filk robe, | 
lined with Ermines, and ſo left him once again naked, and lying on the 
ground. Burt ( after the burning of the City, his body being found 
in the ſameplace, untouched by the fire) he was cloathed again by the 
ancient Leſninds , and put up in his Coffin, and buried in a certain 
place, where he is ſtill honourably kepr, But that mad rabble ſhew- 
ed abundance of folly in this, that whereas-they might have made 
Leſya their neſt ( the Swedes having Garriſoned themſelves in the 
ſtrongeſt places of the Province) or at leaſt might have gathered roge- | 
ther the richeſt of the plunder; ( for there was ſach abundance of 
victuals, wares, houſholdſtuff of all ſorts, and treafure that was brought 
hither from other places, as to a place of fatery, that a thouſand Wag- 
goons could ſcarce have carried it away-in man _—_ yer ſuch was 
their over-eager defire of their deſtroying this hated Ciry;that the very 
ſameday;yea before noon, they ſet fire to the City and:Suburbs in every 


ty, bntloaded wit ches, Pitch, Straw, and fuch other com: | 
gether, with | all that abundance of -alf forts of things that was 
1n it, © | en FIC 
This firelaſted three whole dayes, and there were thoſe that took 
care that nothing ſhould ſcapeit ; for when the New-buildings of the 
New-churches, did not eaſily take fire , they brought Straw, Pitch, | 
and dry wood; and pur under the roofs and the in-fide of the ſteeples, 
and fo forced them to take fire : And they carfie again upon the third 


burnt alſo the very Wind-mills, whereof there were ſeventy about the | 
City ; and avery pleaſant Park of the Counteſſes, which lay cloſe by | 


ty, and at length it might come to be ſaid , Em cineres ubi Leſna 
futt ! | 


Where faireſt Leſna ſtood of old, 
Now nought' but Aſhes we behold ! 


The Girizens ſadly beholdirig theſe flames ſme miles off, ran | 
thither nextday by. Troops ;''whether ont of a defire of quenching the 
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( tor.moſt through fear had gone away empty handed ) but the Enemy 
came upon them; and although they ſtoutly defended themfelyes, 
and flew many of their Enemies, yer many of themſelves were lain; | 
and many others alſo on the dayes following , when ſome Villages chat | 
belonged to the County of Leſza, and were inhabited by profeſſors of | 
the Goſpel; were in like manner burnt down, There periſhed in theſe | 
flames many aged and ſick people, that could not get away ; beſides | 
ſuch abundance of houſes, houſhold-ſtuff of all ſorts, precious wares, ' 
corn .( many thouſand buſhels whereof were brought hither) libraries | | 
and other things, that the loſs would amount to many Tuns of gold; | 
and many thoufands were thereby reduced to meer beggery. But thar 
which was ſaddeſt of all, was, that the Church ot the faithfu), that 
| was here gathered together out of divers places and Countryes , to en- | | 
| joy the pure worſhip of God, was ſo utterly overthrown, that it can- | | 
nor but cry out with $zoxot old, when it was raſed by the Babylonians, | 
; Lament, 1, 4nd 3, O all ye that paſs by , behold and ſee , Fi there be any | 
| ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, wherewith the Lord hath afflicFed me in the day 
of his fierce anger | For he hath [ent a fire into my bones, and'it prevaileth a- 
| gainſt me ; he hath made me a deſolation, ſo that I ans not ableto riſe up , 
| may children are deſolate, becauſe the Enemy prevailed, Sion ſpreadeth 
| forth her hands, and there ts none to confer her. IT called for my lovers, 
but they deceived me, Mine Enemies chaſed mt ſore, like a Bird, without 
cauſe. They have cut off my life in the Dunzeon, Thou dreweſt near in| 
the day that 7 called upon thee : Thou (aidſt,, Fear not ; It is of the Lords | 
mercies that we are not conſumed , becauſe his compaſsions fail | 
70k, | 
It muſt not be concealed what wonder hapned the firſt day of the 
burning of the City about evening, at Cz#rxa ( which is the firſt Town 
of $#leſia, next to Leſna, about two miles-diſtant ) Some of the Leſ- 
724ans went out tolook upon the ſad ſmoke of their Country z and as | | 
they were looking, there fell from the clouds which carried the ſmoke | 
over Sileſia, together with the ſoot, a leaf of burnt paper, which when | | 
| 


they took up, they found to be a leaf of the Bohemian Bible , contain- 
ing the 6th.and part of the 7#h.chapters of Matthew; where thoſe words 
' of Chriſt came firſt ro fight, With what meaſure ye meet, it ſhall be 
meaſured toyon again ; with many other of Chriſts exhortarions to truſt. 
in the fatherly Providence . of, God, This leaf was preſented to. the, 
Lord of the place; anda Leſzian Phyſitian, who was there by chance, | 
that read voy interpreted it, and divers others, can bear witneſs to the] | 
truth hereof ; and the Lord ofthe place laid ic up among his rarities /., | 
What now ſhould $:oz do, bur cry out under the cruel- oppreſſion ot. 
the Enemy, Render unto them a recompence , .O Lord, according tothe 
works of their hands,” Lament. 3. 64, And indeed God began to re- | 
. venge his peoples wrongs the fourth day after, when they furiouſly al- 2 
faulted Coſtena, a Town four miles from Leſua, where they were ot- | 
| ten repulſed ſtoutly by the Swediſh Garriſon 3 and having ſuffered a | 
. great ſlaughter ( about five hundred of them being wanting) = _ | 
| Orce 
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Tved, it is much more matter of grief and vexation than of joy to them, 


Sh 
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T be Perſecntzon of the Church in Lena. | 
forced to retire in great confuſion. The like alſo they met withall at 
Kaliſtia, and other places, being lain and put to flight by the Swedes, 
Hereit it hapned uato them muchafter the ſame manner, as ir did to 
Tilly formerly when he had ruined Magdeburg, the Gow of vengeance 
maniteſtitg himſelf the avenger of his people : And now they begin to 
acknowledge and upbraid one another with their tolly ; the Nobles, 
in that they have ſpoiled their mart and treaſury; and the Clergy, in 
that jt is hapned otherwiſe than they intended, For their purpoſe 
was, utterly to ruine the Hereticks ( as they term them ) 
with theirneſt; butnow that they ſee the neſt ſpoiled,and rhe birds (a- 


For here God performed what he promiſed of o!d to Barwch, 7 will 
give thee ( in the midſi of thy Countryes ruines ) -thy life for a prey, 
Jer. 45.5. So God gaveto thouſands of his worſhippers, who were 
ſnatched out of the midclſt of thoſe ruines, their lite tora prey , having 
ſetHounds to the fury of the Devil, which he could not paſs ; as he 
did of old, when he gave Fob into his hands, as to all that bh had, but 
ſo, that he ſhould ſpare his life, Blefled be che name of the Lord, Tru- 
ly we have cauſe to ſay with David ( Palm 124,) If it had not been 
the Lerd who was on our ſide, when men roſe up againſt us , then they had 
ſwallewed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled againſt us , then the 
waters had overwhelmed us, the ftream had gone over our ſoul ; then the 
proud waters had gone over our ſoul : Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath na 
given us a prey totheir teeth: Our ſoul is eſcaped, as a Bird out of the 
ſnare of the Fowlers , the ſnare is broken, and we are eſcaped; our help is in 
the Name .k the Lord, who made Heaven and Earth, Oh the wonder- 
full providence of our God ! which then faves when he ſeems to have 
forſaken, and then makes alive where he ſeems to have killed, ye 
had been undone, if we had not been undone: We had been undone in 
our lives, thoſe furies gathering together ſoon after , in far greater 
:roops, if we had not been undone in our eſtates, which were left ro 
them for a prey by our flight ( which the fatherly providence of God, 
fore-ſeeing greater evils, procured, by ſending that fright among us, ) 
Blefled be the Name of the Lordagiin and agajh : We notwithſtand- 
ing; with other afflicted ones , in what Nation ſoever, whom that 
proudeſt Babylonian flood of waters ſeekstoſwallow up, will not ceaſe 
to Cty , How 10ng, 0 Lord, wilt thou be angry with thy people ? How long 
ſhall thy jealouſie burn like fire? 0 remember not againſt us former ini- 
quities ; let thy tender mercies ſpeedily prevent us, &c, Pſalm79, And 
with the ſouls of thoſe that were ſlain for the word of God, that lie 
under the Altar of Chriſts merits, for' whoſe faich we are killed , 
Howlong ('O Lord) holy and true, deft thou not judge and avenge our | 
blood on them that dwell on the earth ! Rev, 6,9,10. 
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The Delegates of theſe poor perſecuted Prote- 
ſtant Churches coming over into England to 
move for a Contribution towards the relief of | 


their diſtreſſed Brethren, Publiſhed this en-! 
ſuing Narrative. | 


————t—— — 
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1 The utmoſt Fury of Antichriſt again(t the Proteſtants or Re- 
formed Church of the Bohemian Confeſſzon in Poland, ſet 
down in a brief ( but faithful ) Narrative, and according to 
the truth of the matter. 


He Spouſe of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhe who in the Cradle was beſprink- 
led with the blood of a Protomartyr, hath alwayes broughr-forth 
intothe world men like Abel or Stephen, that ſo there might ne- 
ver be wanting to cry from the earth unto God, and that the 
| wounds of that Roſe which lies among the Thorns of Perſecution 
{ might not be concealed, Every age, and every year in each age, and 
every moneth and day in each year, hath produced-new inundations of 
blood unto this day ; and yet the little flock of the Lord hath alwayes 
encreaſed under perſecutions, one while here, another there, ſhifting | 
their ſears and halyjitations, While it pleaſed God by the means of 
Wicklef to kindle the light of the Goſpel in Great Britain, Fohn Hufs | 
aſſerted the truth of Jeſus Chriſt in the midſt of thick darkneſſe of Po-' 
ery in Bohemia, many thouſands being ſtirred up by God to receiveit, 

who deſpiſing all the cruelty of Tyrants, received it with joy, untill by | 
Gods aſſiſtance they took rooting in the Kingdom, and grew up into | 
flouriſhing Churches, In a ſhort time after, Antichriſt breathing out 
his fury, the Truth was baniſhed out of Bohemra, and the Confeſſors be- 
ing driven our, tranſplanted che Goſpel into Poland; where being ta- 
voutably entertained by King Sigiſmond, they in a ſhort time encreaf- 
ed to ſo great a number, that being lircle iifertour to the Papiſts, they | 
were able to boaſt of an equal authority and priviledges with chem, 
Hence it came to paſſe that the Kings attheir Coronations were wont, 
not only to promiſe, but ſolemnly to fivear protection to ſuch as-dif- 
agreed from the Roman Religion, and therefore they proceeded. nat 'to 
open perſecutions, ſave only in thoſe Cities where the Jeſuits had feat- | 
ed themſelves in power (to wit) Cratovia, Poſen, Lublin, — oc. | 
| | i Where, 
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haliſhed , and divers Miniſters cruelly maſlacred;,, Nevertheleſle } 
| the malice of the Enemies being no whit allayed, they were many | 


| che Mother of them all, was that of Leſza, which was divided into 
three Congregations, the Bohemtay, the Polonian and the German; each | 


The Perſecution of the Church in Poland. | 
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whers, by their diſciples, and by ſtirring up the common people to fu-: 
ry, the Churches of the Reformed Profeſſors were a good while ago 


ways afflicted, firſt indirectly, afterwards by pretences under colour of 
Law, until thoſe Churches being worn out by degrees,and overthrown, 
were not many years ago feduced to a very inconfiderable number , } 
eſpecially when as in the Reign of the late King: the Enemies being 
confident they might do any ching, broughe rhings 'to this paſſe ar | 
length, that there were no more than twenty one Congregations re- 
maining in the Greater Poland, and thoſe alſo ready to periſh, Bur a- 
mong theſe twenty one remaining Churches, the chief, and as it were } 


of: which had their own Paſtors, but the Communicants joyntly were 
about two thouſand : Therefore it was that this Church was in the 
firſt place expoſed to the Enemies malice, and of late deſigned to the 
flavghter, as well by reaſon of its being very much frequented and 


| 


| 
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| 


| liſſen, Meſerick, &c, to which alſo Leſna was expreſſely added : Jwa 


| 


| the Swediſh Army ont of Pomerania drew near to'the borders of Poland, 


war at which: teports, though moſt  falſly {cattered dbtoad '(for 


firſt of all ſet upon thoſe of Zeſ»s, with reſolution of purting all 'ro 


grown famous, as alſo becauſe of the Synod there uſually celebrated, 
as likewiſe a famous Univerſity aud Printing-houſe, and books fre- 
quently publiſhed tothe world, When therefore in the year 165 5. 


and the Nobility were ſummoned to Arms, according to the cuſtome | 
of the Countrey, it came to paſſe that che Papiſts brakeforth-inro ma- 
ny furious expreſſions, crying our, That the Heretickshad invired che 
Enemy, ahd «30 they were firſt of all co be pnt to theſword and 


the ſearcher'of the heart and the reins knoweth,that we'hever'fo/ mich 
as dtetmr of it).yet they eaſily found crediramong the ſworn Enemies 
of the Goſpel; who ſought nothing more than our ruine, Hereupon 
they who firſt conſulted to agree with the Swediſh Army, being #erri- |. 
fie by'its--power, concluded about the ſurrender of all Great Poland 
into the Kings protection, and namely, the Royal Cities of Poſey, Ca- 


little time after they endeavoured to caſt off rhe Swediſh Yoke, -and j 
curned their Arms not againſt the Swedes, but firſt againſt our Evange- | 
lical Profeſſors, as conſpiring with the Swedes upon the account of Re- | 
ligion, and none of them ſcrupled to take revenge upon them. Thiey | 


the ſivord, and deſtroying that Heretical City by fire, and they had 
effected both, unleſſe God had by ſending ſome perſons betore , who 
by ſignifying the coming of the Enemy, and with what inreur chey 
came, had poſleſt the Citizens with a Panick fear, ſo that leaving all 
their Eſtates , they every man fled; and thus within the ſpace ot-one 
hour , a moſt populous City abounding with all manner of wealth, 
was left without Inhabitants, who in a miſerable condition wandered 
chen into the neighbouring Woods and Marifhes into $zleſia. Bur pr 
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| P-liſþ Nobility with their Army entting the City,u1d what they plea-!! 
jted, flayins a number of decrepit old people ; and fick perſons; that} 
iwerenot ableto ſave themſelves by flight ; then the City it-felf was; 
rſt plundred, and afterwards fo deſtroyed by fire: tor threedayss to-' 
i gether, that no part of it remained beſide rubbith and aſhes, +;-Jaf what! 
{ manner they would haye handled the'Citizens, eſpecially.their Pa-, 
| ſtors, they ſhewed by their heroick actions performed in other, places, 


| 
; 


| by the moſt *ſhvage flanghrering of divers Miniſters of the /Church, | 


and other faithful Members of Chriſt,of both Sexes ; for of all: that 
{they laid hold on, they gave not one man quarter, but very:cruelly-put 
jthem to dearh wich moſt exquiſite tortures, | They endeayourgd:to 
force Maſter Samnel Cards, Paſtor of rhe Church of ' CZurrizints, to 
; renounce his Religion, after they had taken him, and miſerably\hand- 
| led him with all manner of cruelty; bur he ſtoutly reſiſting, they firſt 
put-out his Eyes, and led him about fora ſpectacle, then they pulled 
off his Fingers-ends with pincers;, but he not yet: condeſcending to 
their .mad Fury, they found- out a new kinde of torment , poured 
| molten Lead into his mouth,/and at length while he was yet halt alive, 
| they clapt his Neck betweerr folding Doors, and-violently pulling 
*] them together, ſevered his Head from his Body. :..T hey took 'Fohn | 
Facobides, Paſtor of the Church of Dembnick, and; Alexander Wartens | 
his Colleague; and another that-was 'in company with them, as. they 
paſſed through the Toun bf Z 14.8 7 N.,and hurrying them up and dowa | 
for divers hours, and grievoufly handling them after the manner .of | 
Tyrants,then liſt of all cutting their Throats with a-Razor,threw them, 
headlong, while they were yet breathing, into a great pit, Which had, 
been belot6-hind prepared tor their Martyrs, andſtifled them. by, caſt= 
ins down Dung and Dirt upon them, They a great while purſued 
Andrew Oxlitins 4young man deſigned for the Miniſtery, whom after 
 fong ſeeking, they at laſt found in the open field, and in the.end ha- 
ving taken hitn;they cur off hisHead with a Sithe;choppingitmatoſmal 
pieces, and the dead'carcale alſo they ſlaſhr im a barbarous manner..;The 
tame fate befell AdammMilta,aCitizen of —_— they more grievouſly 
| handled an old man of above ſeventy; whoſe name- ivas $7mon Pritey, 
and many others; whoſe names it were too tedious to-relate. Qs; chat 
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barbarohs execution-which they did upon the weaker ,Sex there were , | 
beſides other examples, horrid Trophies of Cruelty erected in theſaid. ; 
City of Leſna: a pious Matron there, who was the mother of three.chil- | | 
dren,not being able quick enough to leave theCity,and being ſlam, jn | 
che open ſtreet; rheycur off her hands, 8:feer;8& cuttingoff herchildregs 
heads; they laid two of themat her breaſts, and thethird by her;fide, 
In like manner, another woman having her hands and feet cut off, and | 
herronguecut out, beirlg incloſed and bound in a Sack, lived us FS: | 
of two dayes, niaking moſt miſerable 'lamentarion,” ' Grief forhids, us: | 
ro adde more; for they behaved thennlelves ſo furiouſly towards us , 
char there remains nor an example of any one man-favedof all.thoſe | 
that liappened to fall into their hands, Ir is notoriouſly 'knowny how, 
| O00 - 
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A | rhat fury of theirs tyrannized alſo oyer the dead ; ſome they dragg'd 
| out of they rn cut in pieces, as at Zichlin ; others they ex- 
| poſed naked for 2 publick Spectacle, as at Zeſ»; of which outragji- E 
| ' ous ation we had an example, even in the dead body of the moſt Se- £ 
rene Landgrave of Haſſis , which was drawn out of the grave , who (; 
' was heretofore flain in a moſt barbarous and tyrannical inanner ar X0/- | 
| ciay, but buried by our Friends at Leſns, The like was acted alto | | 
upon the Body of the moſt Noble Arcs=eviws, heretofore rhe 
| valiant Admiral of the Holanders in Brazile, which was likewiſe 
dragg'd out of the grave, and being ſtript of the grave-clothes, was 
Glicer the firing of Zeſna, There ate divers other examples , 
\ which the Chriſtian Reader may finde in the Book, Entituled, Zeſxe | 
"IE Excidium, faithfully written, and lately ſer forth in print ; but they 
| are ſuch examples onely as are commonly known z for who is able | 
| to relate all things in particular? as burning men alive, drowning 
others with ſtones tied about their necks, ec. 
' | Now Leſz« being deſtroyed, the fury of the Enemy proceeded 
{ to the perſecutions of others , they in a ſbort time utterly demo- | 
[liſhed all our Congegations, not onely driving away the Paſtors, 
| bur alfo either burning or leaving moſt of the Temples deſolate, | 
as at Karmin, Dembnick , Skhochy , Czridczin, ec, yea and the 
 Audicories themſelves were either ſlain (as in the Town of Sko- 
| chy, where there was a flouriſhing Church of the Bohemian 
. Exilesz Sixty perſons, byth men and women were cruelly pur to 
death ) or elſe they were ſcattered abroad, ſo that there remain- 
ed not one place wherein the Worſhip of God may be celebrated. 
oy Lo. this is the moſt miſerable ſtate and condition of our Charch- |þ 
| es; mareover our Countrey-men, to the number of five thouſand, } 
| befides youths and children, being diſperſed in baniſhment ( which | 
f hath now befallen moſt of us the ſecond time ) eſpecially through- 
| -out Py. as alſo through the March , Luſatia, Hangary, &c, find | 
| no comfort , but mnch miſery , and are there, expoſed to the ha- | 
: tred 2nd envy of men, We that are Paſtors dare not openly mi- | 
nifſter to our Auditories with the Word and Sacraments , but one- | 
ly in private Meetings, or in Woods among Fenny places, God 
onely ſeeing us, who is witneſſe of theſe calawities, and our com- 
fort in extremities, Indeed being thus' deſticute of all things , we 
lead 2 yretched life in baniſhment, being afflicted with bunger and 
| nakedneſſe , and are become next ro the moſt miſerable Waldenſes, | 
7 the gr ſpeRtcle of calamity to the Chriſtian world , for o it} 
[| hath ſeemed good to that Soveraign Wiſdome that governs all | 
4 things, that we ſhould be inheritors of the Croſſe and perſecurion | 
of hols men from whom we have derived the original of our Do- | 
| Arine and external Succeſſion : For truly we are the remaining Pro- | 
| Ben even of the Waldenſes, with whom being raiſed from the 
Hy aſhes of bleſſed Huſs, and with whom combining into the ſame 
[holy Fellowſhip 'of the Faith and afflitions of Chriſt, we have for | 
| | + OO | 
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The Perſecution of the Church in Poland, 
erwo whole ages and more, been perperually ſubje& to the like 
ſtorms of Calamities , until at length we fell' inco this calamity, 
oreater than ever was known in the memory of our Fathers; 'and 
which threatens us with utter deſtruction ,. unlefſe God prevent 
ic, The truth is, this buſineſſe. conſtrains us to amazement and 


rears , greater than can be expreſt in words, to. ſet forth our af- 
fiction and forrow : If there be any conſolation in Chriſt; :if any 


——— 


comtort of love, it any fellowſhip of the Spirit , if any bowels 
and mercies, we deſire, that this affiiction of Joſep may be recom- 
mended , eſpecially to all that are of the houſhold 'of Faith; Ler 
them not ſuffer thoſe ro periſh whom the ſame Faith , and the| 
{ame Spirit of Chriſt hath joyned, with them in ſo near a. relation; 
we beſeech them in the name of Chriſt, that chey would rather 
make haſte to relieve thoſe who are ready to periſh , we beitig aſ- 
ſured that we ſuffer this perſecution upon no other account',” than 
for the confeſſion of the Truth, from thoſe Enemies who have 


ated ſuch things as theſe are againſt us in times paſt , ;andarenoy | 
at length by Gods permiſſion, pouring: out their tury, upon us, | 


Stgned is the name of the lc aid ai frefſed Churches , by 
| their Delegates and now Exiles for the Cauſe of ? 
Chriſt ; PE. ; 


Adam Samuel Hartman, Paſtor of the Church. Leſnaf 
in Poland, and Retfor of the famous Univerſity there, | 
Paul Cyril « late Member of the Univerſity of Leſna, 
| | 
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{BRIEF REPRESENTATION | 
Si + bo OF THE 


| © Proteſtant Cauſe in GERMA NY. 


| | In what Caſe it hath been, ſince the Peace of Muns Tex ; 
| d how it fiood in the year 1657. and how it isnow | 


a —_—. Y P 


- 


- thisprelent year 165 9g. | 


& He Jaſticeof the late civil warres in Germvary, which were | 

0M d at the Peace concluded in Mwnſter and Oſpa- | 

burege in the year 1648, was grounded upon this; That 

yy the Proteſtants were neceſſitated to enter into a League j 

| | or murual union together, for the maintaining of their 
| rights and. priviledges in the Empire, againſt the infections thereof , 

add manifold diſturbances of thei. profeſſion, which contrary to for- | 

| | mer #Þreefnentsar Imperial Dyets, did befal unto them in many places | 
| | 

| 


, 


| by the Popiſh and Jeſuites praQtices, whereof” they could obtain no re- | 
}  drefſe by any peaceable Treaties : Therefore finding that there was | 
{ adefign formed inthe Conclave, and by the houſe of Auſtria, to be put | 
| itt &xectition; tending dy little and lirrle ro wear out and deprive them 
| of their liberties 3 formed aa union among; themſelves, to ſtand | 
upon the defence of their rights, and to oppoſe the power of the houſe 
| of AufÞr4z, by whoſe nicatts, both. its Germenyand in Bohemia, the Je- | 
"ſuites did drive the deſign of rooting out Proteſtants, The head of} 
this union (who by his place was bound to appear in it) was the Ele. } 
| for Palatixe - but he being a ſoft man, of no experience in war, and | 
| beſet in his Counſels and enterpriſes with ſuch as did betray him, the 

cauſe was ſoon overthrown ; and by his overthrow, the intended perſe- | 
| cution againſt Proteſtants to root them out, what by power, and what 
' | by policie, was openly carried on by the houſe of Auſtria, which mo- } 
l .vedthe King of Denmark Chriſtian the TV, and after him the King of | 


| 


{ Sweden, to come upon the Stage : the Dayxe was {oon overthrown, but | 
God gave ſuch ſucceſle unto the Swedes, to the Landerave of Heſſen 
{ theiraſſociate, and to the French ;, (who joyned with them to ballance 
l the power of Auſtria, aiter the Elector of Saxony had made his 
| Peace at Prague with the Emperour , and deſerted the Proteſtant in- 
{ tereſt) : that frorh the death of King Guſtav+s, they continued thewar 
| with various ſucceſſes till the year 1648, at which time the —_— 
being maſters in Bohemia, and the Emperour brought fo low, that he' 
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' could not well be handled , by reaſon of the Treatie with forreigne 


ſaw litrle hopes to recover his ſtrength without a Peace, he yielded 
to the conditions which the Proteſtants and the French Rood upon. 
The Swediſh ſtood upon their ſatisfaction , and to keep a foot in 
the Empire , to be able upon all occaſions ro ſecure or help the 
Proteſtant party ; And the Proteſtant Princes they ſtood upon the 
ſerling of all things and of themſelves in their former rights and! 
poſſefſions, as before the war ; and chiefly upon this point the re- 
torfhed party and the Landzrave of Heſſen , who headed them, ſtood, ! 
that thence forward the reformed Proteſtants (alias called Calviniſts ) | 
ſhould have equal treedom and liberty of confcience , for the exerciſe 
of their profeſſion in the Empire, with the Papiſts and Lutherans, This 
condition being obtained, and a way determined to give the agrieyed | 
parties in point of dammage further fatisfaction , Atinies were diſmi(- 
ſed, a new convention of States was held at Nyrenberg , to ſettle the 
remaining matters within the Empire, which at Muxſter and Oſnabrugge 


States, and afterward a Dyer was called at Ration, ro confirme all 
whar formerly had been treated on and concluded , and to put the re- 

mainder of grievances ina way to be re&ified: To which effect at af 
diſſolution or rather adjournment of the Imperial Dyer at Ratwbon , 4 | 
Committee of Deputies from all the States of the Empire, of equal 
number of both parties, ( thatis, fo niany of the Proteſtants as of the 
Popith partie) were named to meet at Frazckford, and prepare ( by way | 


mination of them; but before theſe Delegates did meer, the Elector | 
of Mentz did broach a new quartet with the Ele&or Palatine , tend- | 
ing ro abiidge him of much of his right, and to make him-inconſi-j 
derable to the Proteſtant party ; but the King of Smeden his .couſin 
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of diſquiry of rights) the matters then remaining undecided , that at 
| che next Seffion of the Dyer,there mighe be a full deciſion and deter- 


( for he is a younger brothers ſort of the houſe Palatine) and the 
Landgrave of Heſſen bis Brother in Law, did appear for him (o farre, 
that the Emperor and the EleQot of Metz fearing anew,breach on his 
behalf, did leave him unmoleſted, Soon after the compoſure of this 
quarre), the Committee of Imperial- Deputies, met according to the 
appointment of the laſt Dyet at Ratrsbop,, and they have continued at 


reſpective rights, in the ſeveral caſes which remained undetermined, 
This meeting of Deputies hath agitated matrets in the years 1655 =— 
56- 57.till cheſe new affairs were come into conſideration ,which 
the King of Sweden his war with Poland hath occaſioned: tor from thac 


though they did not diflolve their meeting, yer did ina manner alter 


Franckford, debating and diſputing one with another concerning their | 


| time that he went into Poland and proſpered there, rhe Deputies al-| 


che courſe of their treating one with another ,. is looking much upon 


| tered the Scene; anda Dyet for the eleRioti of-a new Emperour hath 


been called. 


che event of that war , till the death of rhe lice Emperour hath Al- | 


. TheKing of Swedens wat with Polajd, did alarm the Popiſh party 


E | _inl 
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. |whom they had no friendly correſpondence, by reaſon of ſome reci- 


| went on and fought the Dariſh forces more in number than he had 


" { and beat them , took the chief Commanders priſoners, and the 


| in Germany, and the houſe of Auſtria extremely : and did terrifie the 
States of the Low-countreys, leſt it he ſhould be maſter of the Baltick 
Sea, their Trade ſhould be thenceforward under his power , with 


procally conceived injuries, for which they could not truſt him, This 
moved thoſe of Hel/and who are the chief traders in thoſe Seas, to 
ſir up enemies againſt him, and openly to appear for, and correſpend 
with  Dantzick to oppoſe him : and it is known to the Swediſh, 
that they have dealt underhand with the Muſcovite , with the Po- 
\;ſþ King, with the Auſftriazs , and above-board with the King of 
| Denmark, to combine againſt him 3 by which means atter that he 
had conquered Poland, his forces were diftracted , firſt to oppoſe 
the Muſcovite in Livonia, who beſieged Riga; and afterward to put 


hs aſſiſtance of the King of Poland; and laftly, to retire from Po- 
land into Germany , to oppoſe the Daniſh torces , who had invaded 
| his Territories of Bremer, Being come into Germayxy upon this de- 
ſign, he did conquer from the King of Denmark the laſt Summer 
'all Hoftein and Futlang, and although by theſe conqueſts he was 
| able ro live in his quarters in the Winter : yer his enemies being 
{round 2bour him on all hands , and he having neither money, nor 
convenient places to recruit his Army, it was expected, that in the 
{ſpring the Combination of his enemies who compaſled him abour, 

would have ſwallowed him up : but God was pleaſed to appear for 
| him, and direct him in a way to eſcape and overcome het diffi- 
culttes : For in Faxuary laſt , he formed his deſign to aflaulc the 
other Territories of the Dariſh King ; namely the Iſlands which lie 
between Germany and the Continent of Sweden, and to that effect 
had prepared his men to march over into Fnerey, either by a bridge 
of Ships if the Sea were not frozen o as to bear : or over the Ice, 
if it ſhould be ſtrong enough : having then notice gotten, that to- 


"ces to defend the place, ' And although ſome dangetous and dread- 
full accidents did befal him in that his march over the Sea, yet he 


| with him, which on firm land ſtood in a readinefle to receive him, 


| ſpoil of the Iſland , which is one of the richeſt that belongsto that 
Kingdom. Having made himſelf Maſter of that Iſland, he went 
torward to the next Iſland , over the Sea, called Lanegland, where 
{ he found a body of five hundred men to reſiſt him, bur being 
charged , they were inſtantly defeated; ſo he went. from thence to 
the next called Zaland, and from thence to Falſter, and from Fal- 
| fter to Zeland , the froſt ſtill continuing to make 4. bridge tor him 
{ in all theſe marches, . And from the time he came into Funen, 


himfelf in a defenſive poſture againſt the Auſtrians, who came ro 
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| wards the latter end of Fanwary the Ice did bear, he took of horſe and | 
! foot not above fix or ſeyen thouſand, and therewith did marca over the 
' Sea-into Funen , where the Daniſh King had placed his chief for-| 


till 
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cill he entred Zeland,he ſpent onely five or fix dayes. In Zeland(where 
che King of Denmark was at Coppenhagen) M, Medows , the pub- 
lick Miniſter of the State, ſent from - thence to refide with the 
King of Denmark, came to hini and defired him to admit the King| 
of Denmark to a Treaty; this he condeſcended unto , and by the 
interpoſition of M, Medows and of the French Ambaſſadour ( for. he 
would not admit the Hollands Ambaſſadouy to be a Mediator) the 
place was concluded” about the twentieth of February , after twelve 
dayes ereaty, The conditions are , That he reſtore to the King 
of Denmark all what he had taken from him in Germany , namely 
Holſtein, and Futland, and the” Iſlands of Fuenen, Langland, La- 
land, Falſter , and Zealand ;, and in lien thereof the King of Dez- 
mark quits unto him all his rights in the Provinces of Haland and 
' Schonen , and of Blicken, which are the*Continent of Sweden , on 
the North fide of the Sound ; and doth moreover ſurrender unto 
him the Ifland of Bornholm., and the Lordſhips of Bahuſen, and 
of Drunthen in Norway , which lie moſt convenient to cauſe the 
Trade of Swedex to flouriſh, Some other conditions there are, but] 
leſle con{iderable, The Peace being concluded and ratified by both 
Kings, the King of Denmark feaſted the King of Sweden for cer-} 
taine dayes , and at ſeveral times both Kings were together alone, 
for the ſpace of two or three hours art a time, whereby it is con- 
ceived that they have contracted a nearer and ſtricter alliance to- 
gether, than the Publick Treatiſe can mention, This being cen 
the King of Sweden went into his own Countrey ; and hath con-\ 
vocated the States of his Kingdom at Goftenburz , to diſpoſe 0 
his affairs with their advice, and to take up further reſolutions in 
time to come. | 


ſtrength to make further uſe of him towards the advancement of 
the common cauſe of Proteſtants, in whoſe behalf he concluded 
| the Peace at Munſter, and which he thinks himſelf in conſcience 
and honour obliged to ſee maintained for the Proteſtant intereſt, 
| fanquam altera pars paciſcens, as ini a letter of his to the Empe- 
'rour he did exprefle himſelf, So that it ſeems the Prorteſtanc 
cauſe in Germany will finde in him a Prote&or of fo much cou- 


{rage and reſolution , and conduc , as any that could be expeted 
| or deſired : And it is known to all that know him, that he is 


| earneſtly bent. to take away the differences , and advance the re- | 
' concilement of: Proteſtants within themſelves : and that he makes | 


| no difference between Lutherans (as they are called) and Calvz- 


9iſts , but makes uſe of both alike, according to their abilities, as } 


This unexpected and miraculous ſuccefſe of the Swediſh Kings} 
enterpriſe, harh diſappointed all the Counſels and plots of his ad- | 
verſaries againſt him , for which he is obliged to none but unte | 
God alone : and from hence his friends have juſt cauſe ro gather, | 
that God hath raiſed him out of his ſtraits, and redoubled his | 


he findes them firted for employment to forreigh affairs : _ 
| within 
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within the Kingdom of Swedex, no forreigners, and none but -Zu- 
therans.., are, t0:be; admitted to the: civil charges of truſt ; othets ' 
are employed. in military charges , both: there and elſewhere , ac- | 
. | cording to.their-deſerts, 

Burt preſently after the Eletor of Brandenburg was by 
ſubtile artifices - withdrawn from the King of Sweden, and | 
joyned with the Emperour , tand: the King of Poland againſt 
him : the King of Denmark was prevailed with to break ' his 
late-made -League , and--the States of. the United Provinces have 
 Fjoyned with the Dare againſt him, and God having taken awa 

' | his great friend . 0/zver 'Lord Protector , he hath conflicted mich 
many and great difficulties., and yet hitherto God hath npholden 
yp from ſinking under them, What the iflue will 'be, time muſt 
i{cover, | 


ir 
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This Book being printed moſt of it by the printed Copy, 


I looked not over the Proofes, and ſo through the careleſneſs of the 
| CorreQors and Compoſitors many faults have eſcaped,which I pray 
thee to amend with thy pen before thou readeſt the Book 


ERRATA inthegencral MARTYROLOGIE. 


Ape 29 line 14 read him for them. 1 40 r Indiafor Ind'an. p 36 | 25 r whomfoc who.p 37 1.17. 

pur in,ccaſe to.l 21 put in, !0.p45 16 r werefor was. 1 14 r Decreefor degree. p 62 122 r ador- 
aing for adoveing. p671 4 r this tor his.l 5 r com for cow.l $ r they for the. p 79 116 x that for the 
p 81 1 29 r ſtake for ſtak.p 84 141 r dſo for all.p 94 1 28 r Torturers for tortures. 1 36 r Conttiers for 
Countries. p 106 1 ult.pur in,whoſoever.p 1141 37 r theyfor the.piits 1 tor was for were, I15rt 
Prince for Princes.p 117 117 r whichtor with.1 23 r belief for relief.p 118 1 3 r edified for edifying. 
p 1201 1 rthey for thep.p1211 25 put in, whereupon.p 122 1 26 r exjoyned for eajojed. p 1381 41 
r (Laying for ſtaying.p 1321 31 r cbildrenſfor child.p 133 1 17 rreceiving for 1eceive.p 135 132 r foxty 
for ſixtly.p 137 1 39 r opened for. opening.p 147134 put out, was.p 149 1 7 t retaining for reſtraining, 
p.15i116 r their for they. p 152 111 r repreſented for preſented, p 153 137 r approach for reproach. 
pI54ql 1 r de for are.l 31 r Bertrand for Betrand.p 156 11 r Boſnia for Boſina.l 7 r when for where 
p-Ig$1 41 rroot for rout.p 159 1 ult.r delivered for diſcovered.p 1601 15 r Maundy for munday.p 
1611 29 r upon for of, Cities for City.sp 163 1 5 rburied for buiat. 1 14 r they for the. 129 riwofor 
ſecond,p164 | 1 r Catholick for Cathe.p 186 1 42 r theyfor the.p 1891 2 r brea/! for breafts.l 8 r was 
for were.p 193 1 $ r hoy for beavy,p 198 1 7 pur our ſhould.p 202 19g rwerefor was. pizgligr 


| this for his.1 17 r for never no man, r no Manever,p 2711 41 put in, free.p 2791 8 put in, 0. 1 28 


| x ſent for ſet.p 297 116 rea for ſeal.p 303 | 24 pur in, ber. p3o041 13putin, took. pzogl7r 
girls for gilt.) 11 r bunt for burn. 16 r goodly for godly. 1 30 r macerating for macecrating. p 309 1 28 
put in,of-p 3341 3 I mouth for monta. p 3511 wt, r Pariſians for Perſeans.p 375 1 18 putin,browght 
p 3781 9 purout, and ſo.p 383121 rſheit for ſhot.p 387 135 rleave for bave.p 404 1 12r whom 
for where.p 468 16 for Infettions r Infrattions. 


| Other literal faulrs are eaſily amended. 
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Speec hes excellent 293.295, 300. 304. - hanksoruing for ſufferings 266. 309 | 
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